IRELAND.

ROINN TALMHAIOCHTA

(DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE)

BRAINSE IASCAIGH

(F"ISHERIES BRANCH)

REPORT

ON THE

SEA AND INLAND FISHERIES

FOR THE YEAR

1947.

DUBLIN :
PUBLISHED BY THI‘ STATIONI‘RY OFFICE.

To be purchased directly from
GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS SALE OFTICE, 34 C‘()TIF(.L STREET.
DUBLIN.
or through any Bookssller,

Price-~One Shilling.
(P. No. 8965)



r

IRELAND.

ROINN TALMHAIOCHTA

(DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE)

BRAINSE IASCAIGH

(FISHERIES BRANCH)

REPORT

ON THE

SEA AND INLAND FISHERIES

FOR THE YEAR

1947.

DUBLIN:
PUBLISHED BY THE STATIONERY OFFICE.

To be purchased directly from t
GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS SALE OFFICE, 34 COLLDGE STREET.

‘DUBLIN.
or through any Bookseller.

Price—One Shilling.
(P. No. 8965)




REPORT

OF THE

MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE

O’\I THE

SEA AND INLAND FISHERIES

FOR THE YEAR
1947.

PART 1I.
SEA FISHERIES.

As will be seen from the tabular stalemenl subjoined, (he
returns of sea fish landed during 1947 were less both as {g
quantity and value than the figures for 1946. That the setback
was a temporary one, dug to the wholly abnormal wealhey
conditions prevailing in the opening months, is evident flOl.ll
the fact that, as this report is being written, the 1948 landings
compiled to date indicale a noteworthy improvement on those
for the corresponding period in 1947. The quantity and valye
of landings of wetl fish (i.e. all kmds other than shellfish) iy
each of the pasl six vears were —

Year Cwit. £

1947 W 316,438 547,185
1946 B 326,039 562,769
1945 371,937 551,820
1944 306,869 513,063
1943 277,911 510,970
1942 L 252,703 433,650

The relation of the fmogomrr returns to corresponding figures
for the earlier period ended 1941 is illustrated "la,}’)hl(mlly in
the diagram opposite. :

The value of shellfish for 1947 was £106,563 (against £126 ,821
for 1946) and the combined value of wet fish and \hLHf‘l\h wias
£653,748. The main centres of activity during 1947, in order of
(dt(:h value, were Dublin, Killybegs, Howlh, Dm"le \’ltlvnhd
Clogherhe 1<] Lougshinny, Baltimore, Passage Rast .mfl \1l<low
The lamlmns at Dublin were, as usual, mainly those made hy
the few deepsea trawlers bas ced on thal port.

In the year under review 17 licences covering 2,272 cwi. of
fish were issued, under the provisions of the Fish (Regulation
of Imports) (No. 2} Order, 1938, authorising landings by some
vessels of extern ndhonallty which through siress of wealhey
or other causes had been obliged to seek sheller in one or othe,
of our ports. Import licences were also issued in respecl of
11,136 cwt. of fish (including 7,637 cwt. Nonwegldn lnmnn
at times when weather conditions had caused a serious shortage

in home landings.

DEMERSAL FISHERY.—The quantity of demersal fish taken
in 1947 was 143,677 cwt. valued at £397,008,  Although the
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quanlity and value were somewhal less than in 1946  the average
price per ewl. realised by (he fishermen was up considerably.
Of the total catch, 26,545 ewl. was landed by the Dublin deep-
sea trawlers, whose 112 trips compared with 111 trips yielding
26,785 cwt. in 1946. The quanlitative reduction is, therefore,
related to some decrease in landings by the inshore fishermen,
whose activilies were adversely affected by the abnormal weather
conditions already menlioned. The principal landing points
by inshore boals were Killybegs, Dingle, Howth, Lougshinny,
(‘logherhead and Balbriggan.

PELAGIC FISHERY-—Herrings.—In lhe following lable are
sel oul the quantity and value of herrings landed during each
of the past ten vears and the average price per cwl. realised.

Year Cwt. £ Average value
per cwt,
: s. d.
1947 124 918 111,284 17 10
1946 100,494 96,819 19 3
1945 108,288 96,318 ! 1)
1944 ; 77,538 81,982 21 2
1943 76,698 90,908 23 8
1942 38,992 | 41,110 21 1
1941 . 78,586 i 82,349 21 0
1940 71,081 56,154 15 10
1939 50,660 ‘ 24 289 97
1938 56,829 19,288 6 9

The figure of quantity was the highest since 1929 and that of
value was the hest since 1928. The cateh of summer herrings
was associated mainly with operations from Howth and Balti-
more, which accounted for approximately 40% of the total. At
the winter herring fishing the boals operating from Bunbeg,
Passage East, Port and Inver, Magheravoarty, Kincasslagh,
Dunmore East, Baltimore and Downings did best in the order
named and collectively accounled for some 71% of the total.
Further particulars in more detailed form are given in
Appendices Nos. & and 6.

Mackerel.—The quanlity and value of mackerel landed in each
of the past ten vears, and the average price per cwt. realised
by the fishermen, were as follows :(—

Year Cwt, £ Average value
per cwt.
| -
| s. d.
1947 38,260 36,011 | 18 104
1946 66,934 55,366 ! 16 7
1945 | 95,568 57,229 .12 0
1944 88,294 55,270 ! 12 6
1943 84,1056 78,125 18 7
1942 76,818 59,418 15 6
1641 99,479 167,311 33 8
1940 60,820 30,086 911
1939 46,094 16,516 742
1988 35,639 12,844 . e
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.The ouicome of the spring mackerel fishery proved disappoinl-
ing both as to quantity and price, bul the autumn season main-
tained its position as compared with that of the preceding year.
Appendices Nos. 7 and 8 contain the relevant information in
more detailed form.

SHELLFISH.—The aggregale value of shellfish taken during
lhe year under review was £106,563, which was less than Lhe
1946 figure. The main decline was in respect of escallops which
dropped by almost 50%, while the value of crabs, lobsters
and oysters was also down. On the other hand, the returns
for crayfish and periwinkles showed subslantial improvement.
The principal landings in order -of value were lobslers, peri-
winkles, oysters and crayfish. '

PERSONNEL AND VESSELS.—The difficulties adverled to in
carlier reports as regards oblaining supplies of hoats, engines
and fishing gear were not reduced during 1947. Despile this
obvious handicap, the number of persons engaged in commercial
sea  fishing, either wholelime or part-time, tended to vise.
Wholetime fishermen increased from 1,936 in 1946 to 1,955 in
1947, while the part-time men rose in numbher from 8,226 (1946)
to 8,277 (1947). , .

Vessels of all Lypes used solely or parlially at fishing lotalled
3,602 in 1947, as against 3,460 in 1946. Of deepsea trawlers, 4
were in commission, and the returns for motor and sail hoats
showed 608 and 766, respectively, operating in 1947 as compared
with 576 and 761, respeclively, in 1946. Oared craft totalled
2,124, virtually the same figure as in the preceding year. The
regional distribution and the classification of fishing craf{ are
shown in Appendix No. 9.

- CASUALTIES.—With much regret, the following sad happen-
ings are recorded in respect of the vear under review —

1st May, 1947. T'wo fishermen (father and son) lost their lives
while engaged in lobster fishing off Dunmore East. Apparently
their boat was caught in a squall and capsized when attemptiné’
to round a headland with a load of lobster pots.

2nd October, 1847. A cance which had set out from Kill:‘u-v
Harbour for handlining and trammel fishing was driven on to
the rocks and (hree fishermen lost their lives,

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL INVESTIGATIONS.—During
1947 several samples of herrings were, as in previous y(._\m-g,
biologically examined by the Department’s technical nfﬁcel's.
Daily recordings of the sea lemperature off the Coningbeg Light-
ship were also continued throughout the year.

Parcels of escallops from various areas were examined by the
technical officers with the object of acquiring data as to growth
seasonal condition and developmenl of these mollusca. One of
these officers also carried out certain investigations on the oyster
fisheries at Clarinbridge (County Galway). f
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A number of rare sea fish, includng a file or trigger fish and
some sling rays were submitted to the Department during the
year for idenlificalion.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES.—The annual meeling of
the Inlernalional Council for the Study of the Sea, with which
this country has been associated for almosl forty years, was
held in Copenhagen in October, 1947. An officer of the Fisheries
Inspeclorate allended in the capacily of delegate. Among the
subjects discussed were investigation of the overfishing problem,
(he lagging or marking of salmon and other aspects of fishery
research.

ASSISTANCE TO FISHERMEN.—Maintenance in the physical
sense of the inshore fishing fleet continued during 1947 to be a
cause of serious anxiety to the officers of this Department and
lo the Directors of lhe Irvish Sea FFisheries Association. As men-
lioned in anolher paragraph, the supply position remained acute.
Some slight improvement seemed to be evident at the close of
lhe year as regards marine motor engines, bul whether it will
be maintained is problematical. Not even that much, however,
can be said in respecl of fishing gear. Before the end of 1947
lhe Sea Iisheries Association had completed the structural
alterations and furnishings of the premises acquired some time
ago in Killybegs, and they are now in commission as a well
ecquipped modern boal-building yard. At Dingle, Counly Kerry,
extensive new premises weve acquired by the Association, by
whom it is proposed to erect a boatslip, a motor engineering shop
and a gear slore, ele. Such facilities will be of much bhenefit
o the fishermen of that area.

The Association conlinued lo provide a valuable markeling
service for ils members. The quantity of wet fish and shellfish
disposed of during 1947 was 72,949 cwt. as compared with
70,697 cwl. in 1946, and the proceeds disbursed to members
increased from £143,748 in 1946 to £156,061 in 1947. The
financial position of the Association in relation to repayable
advances received from the Exchequer has not been, for the
past three vears, quite as satisfactory as might be wished; bul,
in 1947, (he Directors found themselves able to repay slightly
more than the sum needed lo clear the liability in respect of
[hat year, as caleulated on an annuily basis,

SEA FISHERIES PROTECTION.—The direction of fishery
palrol work continued to be a responsibility of the Naval Branch
of the Department of Defence, and the officers of thal Branch
acled in consultation with those of this Department.

Thanks are due to be recorded to the members of the Gdirda
Siochana for valuable assislance rendered in the matter of fishery
prolection.

MARINE WORKS.—Throughout the year 1947 this Depart-
ment conlinued to collaborate with the Office of Public Works,
the Special Employment Schemes Office and various Local
Authorities regarding the provision of additional landing
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facilities (or the improv isli
acili provement of -existing ones) for vari
fishing communities. ; R

LEGISLATION.—A By-law (No. 450) made during 1947 pro-
hibited thenceforth the taking of escallops on and beLWeenpth
20th April and 20th October within a defined portion of t:hg
sea Uff_ the coast of County Cork and specified the conditions
governing escallop fishing there during the permitted or open
season. i ‘

PART I!.
INLAND FISHERIES.

The unfavourable weather conditions which ainec ‘0ug
oul the ea_u-lier months of 1947, and so udvefslyi‘;flnjfdfettzltlégl'u%lt
sea fisheries, also seriously restricted the potential oulput of
Lhose engaged on the inland fisheries, Delailed returns (required
to be furnished under the provisions of the Statistics Act 1926L}
upon which the lotal produce of the net and rod fisheries, re
spectlve}y, for 1947 will be compuled, are not vel uvaile,tble_
They .w111 be published separately a little later. It can, howeve .
be said Lhatj a preliminary examination of the infor,matioﬁ sl’
far to hand indicates that the catch of salmon and trout in 194 7’0
despite severe weather during the opening months, was Sonlf
what better than in 1946 which, in turn, had shown ;:onsideral;; g
improvement on the 1945 figure. The quantitative figures foe-

- 1947 when compiled in final form cannol, however, be ex éctlcll
to reach the average for the decade 1937-1946. The exp(?rts (;)f

salmon and trout in each of the past five years were :—1947
i

11,247 ewt.; 1946, 10,408 cwl.; 1945, 5,359 cwt.: 1944, 11.076 cwt.:
and 1943, 16,926 cwt. The unitary price l'ecéived 1fo:r’such fi i?
exported to Great Britain in 1947 showed some improvem S1t
on the corresponding figures for previous years. oy
Meteorological conditions until well into March weré such as
to pre'clut_le accurate observations of the runs of spring fish ba&['
such information as was subsequently gathered seemed to ’indli ;
cate that, while not up to average, such runs were probabl-
somewhat better than those of 1946. Good runs of summer ﬁshy
particularly grilse, were evident in many waters. Sea trout runs
were up to average. <
Those engaged in drift-netting for salmon in the sea off (he
North and North-west coasts had their best season since 1949
Compared with conditions prevailing in 1946, this pm-l,icull.d'l'.
ﬁshel-y was favoured with better weather in 1947 and the
recorded cateh was more than double that for the former yeqy
An enhanced run of grilse, upon which the productivity of this
fishery mainly depends, was experienced. The lrend of results
from these drift netting operations during the pasl six seasons
is indicated by the following figures .—1947, 24,332 fish—weight
1,496 cwt.; 1946, 14,481 fish—weight 906 cwt.; 1945, 5,480 fish—
weight, 326 ewt.; 1944, 11,086 fish—weight, 652 cwt.; 1943, 15,847
fish—weight, 992 cwt.; 1942, 28,084 fish—weight, 1,780 cwt‘.,’

T

Angling during the spring months sufiered a sethack by reason
of exceptionally cold weather and subsequently by high water
conditions, and, again, towards the end of the season, anglers
were confronted with equaily unsatisfactory conditions caused
by the low water which followed an exceplional period of
drought.

The spawning season was, in general, salisfactory and the
migration of smolls appeared to be about normal. Furunculosis
appeared in one river al the point- where (his disease had been
observed in previous summers; and a slight outhreak of short
duration was also experienced in each of two other rivers.

The produclivity of lhe eel fisheries showed a slight decline.
This was partly due to conditions not being very favourable
for the operalion of cel weirs during the autumn and partly,
perhaps, to the price levels obtaining on the Brilish markel
(virtually the sole outlet for this country’s eel catch) showing
a downward (rend as compared with those in the preceding few
vears. The following are the export figures for eels during the
past four years —1947, 2.927 cwt., value £41,271; 1946, 3,109
cwt., value £32,603; 1945, 3,173 cwl., value £53,859; 1944, 3,115
cwt,. value £40,029.

A service much appreciated by anglers, particularly those
coming from abroad to fish here, was rendered when, in 1924,
the official ** Angler’s Guide ™ became available lo them. The
firsl edition was quickly sold oul and two further editions pub-
lished in 1930 and 1937, respectively, also found a ready demand.
In response to many requests for a new edition, the work of
revising this Guide was pul in hands during 1947, and much
additional information was collected and incorporated in the
lext. Preliminary proofs had been received from the printers
before the end of the year.

SALMON EXPORTS TO _BRITAIN.—In continuation of
arrangements made in respect of each of the preceding ﬁ_\-'e
seasons, the British Minislry of Food purchased the entire
exportable surplus of this country’s salmon cateh in 1947. The
terms settled were rather more favourable for the producers
than those for earlier years. The number of specially licensed
salmon exporters was again limited to 35 persons, with any one
of whom others engaged in the lrade were free lo make
arrangements to have their consignments forwarded. Conlrol
over [he arrangements on (his side was exercised under the Eiﬁlul'-
gency Powers (Exporl of Salmon) Orders, 1942, as con_tl_nuetl
in force by the Supplies and Services (Temporary Provisions)
Act, 1946. During the year, restriclions on the export of salmon
were experimenlally relaxed to the extent of permit-ting a bona
fide angler leaving the Stale by sea from Dublin, Dun Laoghaire,
Cork, Rosslare or Waterford, or by air from either Shannon or
Collinstown, to bring with him not more than two salmon
of his own lawful capture subject to production of his salmon
vod licence, suitably endorsed, and proof of his identity. A rod
licence might not be availed of more than once in relation to

this concession.
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: lli'}Or}RD'S OF CONSE_RVATORS.—'I‘he receipts and expendi-
ure of these Boards during 1947 (as compared with 1946) were:—

Receipts : 1?;7 1,346
I:}cence Duty 11,008 10,546
Fishery Rates Sy, i gl 20,198 19,520
Fines, sates of forfeited engines, ele. - 1,396 1,427
Subseriptions 305 i
Exchequer Grants 1,410 1,355

Totals : 34317 32,919

Expenditure :
§alaries, ete. 6,286 5,561
Travelling, ete. 6,791 5,967
Protection of Rivers ... 20,007 19,326
Law Costs 836 1,172

Totals : 33,920 32,026

% Deit;ils of the finances of each Board are contained in Appendix
No. 13.

The work of the Boards of Conservators in the prevention and
detection of illegal fishing was helped in great degree by the
valuable co-operation of members of the Garda Siochdna as well
as members and employees of Angling Clubs.

EMPLOYMENT IN THE INDUSTRY.—In seasonal netting for
5;[1_m0n under Common Law Right some 3,265 fishermen par-
ticipated and it is estimated that about 540 others were employed
in privately owned commercial salmon fisheries. Professional
anglers and ghillies numbered approximately 770. Boards of
Conservators gave employment {o 1,390 water keepers, and 100
Qtllers were engaged directly by fishery owners in ti’neir own
interest. 2

INSTRUMENTS OF CAPTURE.—The (otal fishing licences of
all kinds issued by Boards of Conservators in 1947 was 5 060 as
compared with 4,742 in 1946; 4,054 in 1945; 3,906 in 1944, un‘cl 3 Qsi
in 1943. The unfavourable conditions for nelting in the e':u'lv
part of 1947, added to the continued scarcity of fishing geaf,
resulted in a further decline in the demand for draft, drif(
and snap nel licences, the number of which fell in 1947 to 922
as compared with 938 in 1946, 958 in 1945, and 1,071 in 1944,
The number of special local licences for draft nets taken oyt
under lhe Fisheries (Tidal Waters) Acts, 1934 and 1939, increaseq
from 29 lo 35, largely because of fortuitous conditions for the
capture of fish in the Erne Estuary (wherve the majority of such
licensees operate) which temporarily resulted from certain
hydro-electric constructional work on that river,
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The increase in issues of =almon rod licences referred to in
the 1946 reporl conlinued, and the numbers for all calegories
of rod licences laken oul during 1947 showed an appreciable rise
on the figures for the preceding vear. Whole season rod licences
increased from 1,907 in 1946 (o 1,961 in 1947, while ** endorse-
menk 7 extensions to districts other than those in which the
original licences were issued increased from 295 (1946) to 359
(1947). Issues of 14-day licences advanced from 577 (1946) fo
801 (1947) and special £1 licences (available from 1st July to
the close of the season) frem G664 (1946) lo 746 (1947). The
arand tolal of 3,867 licences exceeds by 424 the corresponding
ficure for 1946.

The number of insbruments licensed for the caplure of eels
in 1947 showed a reduclion of 91 on the corresponding figure
for 1946.

Appendix No. 14 shows the number of the various classes
ol licences issued in each fishery district. The rates of licence
duty are given in Appendix No. 15,

ARTIFICIAL PROPAGATION OF SALMON AND TROUT.—
During the season under review operalions were carried out on
a somewhal larger scale ihan in the previous year. The State
controlled hatchery al iasmore, Co. Walerford, showed Dbeller
resulls than in recent years bul, wilh the fishing weir normally
used for the caplure of spawners still out of commission, the
oulpul (246,000 saimon ova, was agaln reslvicted. The working
of the Department’s halehery at Glenties, where the turn-oul
wis 260,000 salmon ova and 89,000 sea-trout ova, showed an
improvement on lhe previous season. At the brown trout
hatchery operated for the Department at Lough Owel, Co. West-
meath, the highest oulput for any season to dale (658,000 ova)
was recorded. This was due in the main to the excellent con-
ditions which prevailed for the capture of spawning fish. After
developmenl to the eyved stage 494,000 ova were distributed to
small hatehing stations throughout the country. 'The remaining
ova were reared lo the fry slage and released in tributaries
flowing into Lough Owel. The Lough Corrib Anglers’ Associa-
tion’s brown trout hatchery at Oughterard was operated to
advanlage during the season and vecorded an output of 495,000
ova. The mild weather experienced during the hatching season
conduced to the rapid development of ova and frv and, therefore,
in many hatcheries the fry were distributed earlier than usual.
Salmon ova were collecled at six stalions, brown trout at five
stations and sea {roul al one station. Altogether fifty hatcheries
or hatching stations were operated during the 1947/48 season.
Details of the number of frv liberated are given in Appendix
No. 16.

ENGINEERING ACTIVITIES.—At the Department’s fish
hatehery at Glenties rebuilding of the weir that diverts water
to the fish trap. and which had been destroyed by floods in
1945, was completed. The fish trap itself was reconstructed.



10

The work of renewing the general equipment of the halchery
was put in hands. Hatching hoxes and other fittings had
seriously deteriorated during (he emergency period, and (here
is being installed a full complement of halehing hoxes of an
mproved lype, togelher wilth new and ample sioru:.ro accon-
modation for them and olher hatchery furniture,

CgllaboruLiGu was  mainlained between  the Department’s
engineers and those of the Electricity Supply Board in connec-
Lion \x'-'lth the design of fish passes for the River Erne, the
necessity for which arose cul of the hydro-electric works in
progress there. Consultalion was also “'niul with the Boavd's
engineeis on the subject of the incorporation of a new “‘hydraulic
lift”” type of fish pass in lhe dam under construclion at Leixlip
as part of the River Liffey power development scheme. The
possil?le repercussions on fishery interests of certain other hydro-
electric proposals under consideration by the Board were
adverted to during these discussions. '

New fish passes were conslructed during the year at the
milldam in Sligo town on the River Garravogue and al Blliott's
milldam in Virginia, Co. Cavan, on the River Blackwaler. in
accordance with designs prepared by the Department’s engin@!ers
who likewise advised on a number of mingr works of a simi]m"
characler in various other places. In some cases the engineers
were able to recommend alterations in the working procedure of
small hydro-electric plants, ete., caleulated to improve conditions
from fhe fisheries viewpoint.

Advice on engineering problems was furnished lo boards of
conservators, angling associations and other hodies or persons
who were proposing to undertake minos projects whereby o
improve faecilities for the passage and propagation of fish.

Several pollution problems were examined in their engineerine
aspects during the year and suitable recommendations mm’lz
thereon. !

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL INVESTIGATIONS.—Investi.
galions into the life history of Irish salmon were continued
during the year. The examination of material collected from
certain rivers during the 1946 season was continued. Investiga-
lions begun some time ago on the salmon and sea trout of the
River Inny in Counly Kerry were completed and a paper on
the subject by the Inspector of Fisheries was accepted for publi-
cation in the Scientific Proceedings of the Royal Dublin Society.
A report on the salmon of the Drumecliffe River by one of (he
Assistant Inspectors was also accepted for publication in the
same Journal. Malerial relating to the salmon of the Rivep
Owenea, the freshwater flsheries of which are vested in the
Department, was examined, but sufficient information had no
been obtained by the close of the year under review to enable a
report Lo be completed.  Over a number of years anglers fishing
lhe Owengowla had been kind enough to collect material relating
to the sea ftrout of that river, This material was investigated
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in 1947 and the resulls will be published later. A start was
made on an investigation into the brown trout of the River
Dodder. A few specimens of char lrom different localities were
also examined.

In the latter part of 1947 arrangements were being planned
in detail for the lagging during 1948 of fresh-run salmon in
the sea and also for the tagging of smolts and kelts, as part of
@ scheme of investigation into the life history of the Atlantic
salmon sponsored by the International Council for the study of
the Sea.

OFFENCES AGAINST THE FISHERY LAWS.—The number of
prosecutions for fishery offences showed a slight increase on that
for 1946. Pollution cases resulting from flax-retting operations
did nol figure so prominently as in the preceding few years when
there had been regrettable signs of indifference on the part of
some flax growers to their statutory responsibilities vis-a-vis
fishery interests.

LEGISLATION.—During the yvear under review two Statutory
Orders were made under the Shannon Fisheries Act, 1935,
authorising (for the purpose of acquiring slatistical information)
the closure of the free gap in the salmon fishing weir al Thomond
Bridge, Limerick. These Orders respeclively covered the periods
ist January, 1947, to 19th July, 1947, and 1st January, 1948, to
30th July, 1948. ’

The Emergency Powers (Export of Salmon) Order, 1942, and
lhe Emergency Powers (Expor| of Salmon) (Amendment) Order,
1942, were revoked as from 31st December, 1947, by the Emer-
gency Powers (Orders relating lo the Export of Salmon)
(Revocalion) Order, 1947, but control over the export of salmon
as exercised under these Orders will remain by virlue of the
Agricultural and Fishery Products (Regulation of Export) Act,
1947 (Export of Salmon) Order, 1947, which was declared opera-
tive as at 1st January, 1948.

By-laws, details of which are given in Appendix No. 17, were
made in 1947 with effeel as follows —

(a) prohibiting the use of any net (save landing nels used
solely as auxiliary to lawful angling) for the purpose of
taking fish in the tidal waters of the River Erne and
Abbey River within the town houndary of Ballyshannon.
On an appeal taken by a number of local fishermen, this
By-law was confirmed by the High Courl:

(b) altering the annual close season for netting for salmon
and troul in the tidal portions of the Rivers Owenea,
Owentocker and Bracky and in defined portions of Lough-
vosmore and Loughrosheg Bays (all in the Letterkenny
Fishery District);

(¢) altering the annual close season for the taking of eels,
otherwise than by single rod and line, in the Connemara
Fishery District,
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The tidal and freshwater houndary of each of six rivers in Lhe

Ballyshannon Fishery District and of one river in the Letterkenny APPENDICES TO THE REPORT ON SEA AND INLAND
Fishery District was officially defined.  Delails are given in FISHERIES FOR THE YEAR 1947
Appendix No. 17. e

POLLUTION OF FISHING WATERS . —Various sources (aclual

or potential) of pollution by industrial undertakings were kept _ ) SEA FISHERIES.
under observation but, on the whole, the incidence and degree . Appe{pdm - B
of pollution noted gave reasonable grounds for the belief thal | No. AGE
this problem was being brought under control. As oaorule y 4

! e : E ; : e T y 1o [is ; (] o417 14
factory managemenls evinced a desire o co-operate wilh the L. Quanlily and Value of Sea Fish landed in 1947 14

Department’s efforts and in several instinces delivery of purifi- _ . ' .
C ! : ] . oy 5 1 e Aver: Ipippc A by for
cation plant which had been ordered some timé ago, was heing 2. Comparison of Average Prices of Sea Fish

: : - s ranre 104 y Yird y 5]
vigorously pressed for, once any degree of ensement in lhe supply yeurs 1840 1o 1947 1 1
position for such equipment had become apparent. A syslem e A NI 16
of re-using process water, infroduced at one of the sugar beel g Dublin Market Retuu.ls
factories, yielded salisfaclory resulis from the fishevies view- ; o m. = —

. = § . e . Jish Imports and Exporls, 1946 and 194 PSR
point, and an assurance has been veceived thal lhe other sugar ' Fishy Tmposts i BxpOrs, ;

factories are being or will be equinped for the installation of 2 >

this svstem as soon as conditions permit.  Progress has also S Supimert HersnghHisuine, el it A2
been made towards the solution of problems avising on the 4 s (Tt S s oo S s 7 :
operation of certain other undertakings (e.g. ereameries). It is 6. rawimter Elaring DIshing, Gecies o
gratifving to note that pollution by flax water which, following ~ Spring Mackerel Fishing, 1947 _wHg
a steep rise in the acreage under flax, had been a cause of so much ' i '
concern in the past few years, was abated appreciably. Some 8 Aulumn Mackerel Fishing, 1947-48 ... Lo e
flax growers who had been inclined to underrate the harm thal i
might be caused hy the discharge of effluent from their nonds 9. Personnel and Fishing Craft engaged in 1947 ... 20
appavently hegan to display a better appreciation of their respon-
sihilities. Without such a measuve of éo-operation, fish mortality 10.  “Trawling and Seining, 1947 ... e
in 1947 might well have been serious as the low sluggish con-
ditions of rivers during part of the flax retting season rendered 11. Loans-—Slatement of Account for year ended
them highly susceptible to damage by pollution. Owners of 31st Marceh, 1948 22
flax ponds who persistentlv neglected to adopt aderuate safe-
cuards were prosecuted and convietions were vecorded. 12 Irish  Sea [IMisheries Associalion—Account of
Fep?lyable Advances made to the Association
) or the provision of boats and gear and for
(Sgd.] JAMES M. . DILLON, ‘general development during tﬁe seventeen
Minister for Agriculture. ' vears ended 31st March, 1948 w0 RS

26th August, 1948.
INLAND FISHERIES.

13.  Receipls and Expenditure ol Boards ol Conser-

valors for the year 1947 ... o R
14.  Licences issued by Boards of Conservators for

the year 1947 s A B
5. Licence duties payable on fishing engines ... 26
16. Output of Salmon and Trout Fry, 1047-48 ... 27

17.  Abstract of By-laws, ete., made in 1947 v b8
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