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REPORT

OF THE

INSPECTORS OF IRISH FISHERIES

ON THE

SEA AND INLAND FISHERIES OF IRELAND, FOR 1875,

TO HIS GRACE JAMES, DUKE OF ABERCORN, K.G.,,

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND.,

MAY IT PLEASE YoURm GRACE,

In conformity with the 112th sec. 5 & 6 Vic., cap. 106, we beg to submit our
Report for the year 1875, being the seventh since our appointment.

SeA FISHERIES.

The number of craft of all descriptions engaged in fishing for sale according to the
Coast Guard returns, in 1875, was craft 5,919, and the crews 23,108.

The number of craft solely engaged in fishing was 1,341, and crews 6,241 ; nearly
altogether engaged fishing, craft 602, crews 1,870 ; only partially employed in fishing,
craft 3,976, crews 14,997.

The return by the Collectors of Customs as to fishing vessels and boats, and their
crews, was for the former 6,286, and men and boys 26,847. Showing a difference of
367 more craft, and 3,739 more men and boys, as compared with the Coast Guard returns.

The difference to some extent may be accounted for as regards the crews by the fact
that persons registering usually give the number of hands required to man their boats,
and 1t frequently happens that a single erew suffices for more than one boat. For some
tirlne we have taken considerable pains to ascertain the number of boats that fished for
sale.

This year we issued precise directions to the Coast Guard on the subject, as will be
seen by the following extracts from the Circular addressed to the Inspecting Com-
manders, and to afford them ample time to make these returns, issued the papers for
that purpose some months earlier than formerly—

IxstrucrioNs to the Coast Guarp for Correcring the SEa Fismery Staristics for 1875,

1. No boat engaged exclusively in Salmon Fishing should be returned.

2. No vessel or boat should be returned as fishing craft unless some portion of the fish taken is sold.
Care should therefore be taken not to include boats in the return which are employed for other purposes only,
or which only capture occasionally for the use of the owner or crew.

3. To return only as fishermen persons employed in fishing boats that capture for purpose of sale,

4. To ascertain the actual number of persons who fish for purpose of sale, and not to adopt the system of
only ascertaining the number of boats regardless whether they fish for sale or not, and assicning to each o
certain amount of crew without ascertaining whether such exist or not,

We believe that the returns for 1875 show pretty accurately the number of boats, a
portion at least of whose capture is offered for sale. In consequence of our instructions,
no doubt many boats returned until lately as fishing boats, and men appearing on the
returns as fishermen, have been expunged ; and to this civcumstance in some degree is
attributable the apparent great decrease in craft and erews in 1875 as compared with
1874 ; the former being 1,327 less, and the latter 3,816.

The Custom House returns, however, 00 to prove that a considerable diminution in
boats and men took place this year, as the registration under the Board of Trade
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continues the same as before, from which it would appear that there are 276 less fishing
vessels and boats, and 1,370 less men and boys in 1875 than in 1874.

It has been argued that owing to the measures we have adopted to exclude from our
returns all boats except those a portion of whose capture is offered for sale, and to
enumerate as fishermen only those who are engaged in such boats, that the diminution
in both is made to appear more than it actually is.

It has also been urged that if the same instructions were issued in 1846 and other
years previous to the famine, the number of craft and crews would not appear as
large then as we now quote them. To what extent this is true we are not in a position
to say. Taking 1846, however, ag an illustration, it should be borne in mind, that as
compared with 1876, the population was then considerably more. = -

It is, therefore, reasonable to suppose from the greater demand for fish™ that there
must necessarily have been, with the larger population as compared with the present,
there was a considerable open for the boats enumerated to fish for purpose of sale.
Besides this, from the larger population, and their better circumstances as contrasted
with the people for many years subsequent to 1846, it may be fairly conjectured that
most of the boats had their own crews, and not as occurred in later years, when the
same individuals often furnished crews in turn to two or more boats.

Be this as it may, our duty consists in giving the figures as we find them left by our
predecessors, and whilst fully admitting the likelihood that many of the boats were not
as strictly fishing boats as those contained in our enumeration, still we submit that
fishing boats must have formed a very considerable part of the decline which has taken
place in craft around the coast for the last thirty years.

NumBEr of VEsseELs and Boars, Mex and Bovs, EMprovED in the Coast FISHERIES, \
from 1846 %o 1875, inclusive.

Vessel d M. d Vessel d M d
Sy | Ema | v | Tt | Me
1846 19,883 113,073 1861 11,845 48,624

1848 19,652 81,717 | 1862 11,590 50,220
1849 18,100 71,505 | 1863 11,375 48,601

1850 | 15247 | 68380 | 1864 9300 | 40,946
1851 | 14756 | 64612 | 1865 9455 | 40,802
1852 | 11789 | 58863 | 1866 9,444 | 40,663
1853 | 12381 | 49208 | 1867 9332 | 38444
1854 | 11079 | 499227 | 1868 9184 | 39,339
1855 | 11951 | 47.854 | 1870

1856 | 11069 | 48774 | 1871 } 9,099 | . 38,650
1857 | 12758 | 53673 | 1872 7914 | 31,311
1858 | 11823 | 52101 | 1873 7181 | 29,307
1859 | 11881 | 50115 | 1874 7946 | 26,924
1860 | 13483 | 55,630 | 1875 5919 | 23108

The reports from the inspecting commanders of Coast Guard in the twenty-nine
divisions into which the coast is divided, continue to represent the fishermen as most
orderly and peaceably disposed ; no conflicts or disputes worth notice appear to have
taken place for many years. They seem to be about the most inoffensive and harmless
part of the population.

In the greater portion of the divisions, the fisheries are reported as not improving.

In two or three they are to a small extent. In most of them farming is combined
with fishing.

In some the fish are stated to be keeping further out to sea than formerly.

In sixteen divisions, portions of the coast are unguarded in some places for upwards of
fifty miles at a stretch.

The continued diminution of the Coast Guard is very much to be regretted for the
sake of the fisheries and the coast population. They have proved most useful in judiciously
enforcing the fishery laws and obtaining statistics and other valuable information.

From their orderly habits they afford an excellent example to the people with whom
they live on cordial terms, and often give useful information too, on subjects connected
with fishery avocations.

Requests having been made from time to time to us to take steps towards having an
assoclation formed for the purpose of insuring fishing boats, we addressed the following
Circular to the Inspecting Commanders of Coast Guard in the twenty-nine divisiong :—

LA | ]m:ye been directed by the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries to call your attention to the following extract
from their last Report ”:—

:’“Nu ]mlxlic.mzwine ingurance companies exlist_ for insuring fishing craft in the kingdom, such insurance
being effected in England by the owners of fishing vessels amongst themselves ; the same class in Ireland
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having no such associations labour under considerable disadvantage. Some of them have so strongly represented
the matter to us that we are most desirous of assisting them to get up similar mutual insurance associations
to those which are to be found on some parts of the English coast, and for this object will endeavour to
ascertain how many boat owners will join as soon as the principles have been decided upon on which such an
association should be worked.””

“¢The operations must necessarily be confined at first to boats worth not less than .£50, as it would be
extremely difficult to make adjudications with respect to damages or proportions to be contributed in the case
of boats of smaller value.””

“The Inspectors will feel obliged if you will be good enough to ascertain how many owners of registered
first-class boats in your division would be willing o join a mutual insurance association, and request that you
will insert on the enclosed form the names of the owners willing to join, and the numbers, nature, and tonnage
of the craft they would propose to insure.”

“ From inquiries made by the Inspectors as to the regulations which exist with regard to similar associations
in England, the following occur to them as being suitable to Ireland”:—

1. “That the Directorate of the Association shall determine what craft shall be accepted for purpose of
insurance, such decision to be based on the age and condition of the vessel or boat.”
2. “That on a vessel or boat being accepted the owner shall pay Ten Shillings entrance and One Pound per
cent. on the value, in order to form a fund to enable losses to be promptly paid, and as a guarantee to insurers
that there are means sufficient to meet demands.”

3. “That not more than two-thirds of the proved loss, which must be total, and confined to the craft only,
can be recovered from the Association.”

4, “That on a vessel being lost and the claim for compensation established to the satisfaction of the
Directorate, the Secretary shall demand from members their proportion of the loss, the amount to be in pro-
portionate ratio to the sum they have insured with the Association. Payment to be made within six weeks
after the demand.”

5. “The necessary surveys with regard to the condition of craft and investigations into losses to be made by
the Surveyor of the Association. The Directorate of the latter to be at liberty to remove any vessel from the
list of those insuwred when they should deem her unseaworthy.”

“As the foregoing forms only a general outline of what the Inspectors consider would be desirable, they
would feel obliged for any suggestions which may occur to you, and would be glad if you would invite
suggestions from the owners of fishing eraft and forward such as you may deem worthy of attention.”

The number of boat owners who expressed themselves willing to join amounted to
seven, so that we saw that this most desirable undertaking would be impracticable.

Representations having been made to us of the probable existence of large unworked"
oyster beds off the coast of Wicklow, at a greater distance from land than those frequented
by the dredgers, we obtained the use of H. M. S. Goshawk for the purpose of making
investigations. We provided suitable dredging apparatus, and sent an experienced
dredgerman on board to conduct the operations. The result of the investigations, care-
fully carried out by the Commander, was such as to satisfy us that no amount of oysters
worth the trouble of dredging for existed at the places indicated.

Some investigations carried on more northward met with a similar result.

We have not yet received from the head of the Natural History Department of
H.M.S. Challenger any information on certain investigations which we requested
should be made “as to the manner in which different descriptions of edible fish dis-
pose (25' their ova, whether by depositing it on the sea bottom or voiding it in the
ocean.

We expect that during 1876 the investigations which are being made in Galway Bay
at our request by the Coast Guard, embracing every month in the year, for the purpose
of ascertaining how far the assertions so often made by the opponents of trawling, as to
the quantity of spawn and immature fish taken up by the trawl nets, is correct, will be-
concluded. So far as the reports made to us up to the present go, we have only to
repeat our statement of last year—that ¢ there is nothing to sustain the objections.
urged by those opposed to trawling.” ‘

Owing to the increasing scarcity of lobsters, we requested the Coast Guard officers to
ascertain as far as possible whether it would be well to prohibit the taking of them
during some period of the year. As will be seen in their reports, the answers vary
considerably.

From the inquiries we made ourselves amongst the fishermen, nothing conclusive
could be ascertained, as those engaged in the capture were in most cases influenced b
what they deemed would be for their immediate advantage, that class being usually
anwilling to make any present small sacrifice for future benefit. We are disposed to
think that restricting the size of lobsters taken would be preferable to a close season.

Around a great portion of the coast, owing to tempestuous weather, lobster
fishing cannot be followed for months together ; so that, with the exception of a
few places, a close season practically exists. The great evil to be complained of, there-
fore, is the taking and sending to market lobsters of very small size.

This might be remedied by the prohibition we have suggested.

For this purpose an Act should be passed, as we do not possess power for the purpose.
A similar regulation with regard to crabs would be desirable.
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- ‘Having so frequently urged the great necessity of having permanently attached to
this department a suitable cutter or steam boat under our control, and stated at length
the reasons why such would be most desirable, we consider it unnecessary to repeat
-the same arguments over again. We, therefore, confine ourselves to saying, that our
usefulness would be much increased if we were provided with the means we have so
often sought for to enable us to carry on our duties as efficiently as we would wish.

Herrive Fisgery.

This fishery may be said to be almost confined to the east coast, from Arklow to
Ardglass, as will be seen by the following table. The value of the capture brought
into the six harbours enumerated amounted to nearly £200,000. The capture on the
whole was less than in 1874, but the price better. ' ‘

No. of | Average No. of | Average Decrease | Increase Dotriashiin T brcass in
Mease | prico per | Gross Receipts, | Mease | price per | Gross Receipts, | in cap- | in eap-
FISHERY STATION. captured, Mease, 1874, i captured,| Mease, 1875. ture, turo, amount v #m?lmi"‘“..
1874, | 1874 1875. | 1875 18757 | ! 18ys. ! [realizodii 1878, ] zexllenc, dBT0S
£ s d £ . 4 £ 5 d, £ s d. £ 5 £ & d.
Howth, . . .|10L,405 |1 0 0}/101,518 9 o0 | 67,371 |1 6 10} 90,502 5 6 | 34,034 — |11,016 3 ¢ —
Arklow, . . . 17,211 - 19,314 & 0| 14,8756 |1 6 3| 19,527 14 0 2,336 — — 213 9 0
Ardglass, . . .| 54,576 —_ 41,721 15 0 | 76,957 | 0 17 0% 65,671 7 6 —_ 22,381 = 23,049 12 6
Kilkeel, L R [hi6: 220 — —* 1,600 [0 17 6| 1,360 0 0| 4,620 i L4 e
Greenore, . 2 s 7,170 — —* 15311 |1 0 2} 15471 0 0 — 8,141 —_— —
Omeath & Warrenpoint, 2,937 —_— 2495 9 0 4,208 | 0 15 11}f 3,353 & & _ 1,271 — 8567 16 6
Total, . . | 169,519 180,322 195,885 12 6
. Total capture at above Stations, 1874, G N . A 189,519 Mease.
) i 1875, AR ] 180,322 ,,
Total Decrease, . t 5 " 5 9,197

* Amount realized in 1874 not stated.

The highest number of boats of each country at. Howth on one day was—Cornish,
219 ; Imsh, 197 ; Scotch, 142 ; Manx, 125. _

At Ardglass, the highest average number that fished during one week was
175 ; Manx, 52 ; Trish, 40 ; Cornish, 20.

Scotch,

MackereL FISHERY.

There were over 121,533 boxes of six score each captured during the season, the
prices varying from 1s. 24d. to £3 10s. per box ; the total amount realized, as far as
can be ascertained from returns, being nearly £74,000.

In 1874 the capture was 100,000 boxes, prices varying from 5s. to £4 per box.

As in 1874, this includes little, if any, of the fish captured by French boats, which
were fishing in considerable numbers off the coasts.

During the mackerel season at Kinsale, there were seven steamers constantly engaged
conveying the fish to England, and occasionally three additional ones, besides nineteen
Jersey sloops, &ec., employed in the same way ; twenty-one vessels of different sorts, as
hulks, for holding ice, boxes, and for packing ; the quantity of ice imported for packing
the fish, 3,157 tons. Unfortunately, owing to a scarcity of ice and boxes, the fish at
times brought very low prices, or the money value would have been much greater.

It is gratifying to find that the Irish boats are increasing in number, and the reports
as to the fishermen engaged in them very satisfactory. 1t is to be regretted that most
of those belonging to the port of Kinsale are undecked, and not so well adapted for
other modes of fishing as the generality of the boats present during the season, In
the case of the Scotch, Manx, and English boats, most of them directly the mackerel
season 18 over, commence at the herring fishing, which gives them remunerative employ-
ment for the three more months immediately following ; whilst, when the mackerel
season ends, the Kinsale men generally have to take to line fishing, piloting, &ec., &e.,
which is not so remunerative.

It is also alleged that the Kinsale boats draw too much water, so that they are in
this respect not so well adapted for the herring fishery.

Pircaarp Fisuery.

For a number of years pilchards have been frequenting the shores of the counties of
Cork and Kerry in immense quantities, whilst the Cornish fisheries have apparently
been declining. It is considered that the Italian markets, for which this fish is specially
cured, will absorb yearly about 80,000 hogsheads at remunerative prices; whilst the
exports from Cornwall during the last twenty-two years only amount to 341,783
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hogsheads, or a yearly average of 15,990, or about half of what it is considered Italy
will consume. Further than this, during the years 1874 and ’75, the entire exports

are, for the former 7,543}, and the latter 7,337}, the price realized in 1875 being higher

than has been known for very many years. L
. Being fully impressed with the great importance of endeavouring to re-establish what

was in former years a very profitable and important industry in this part of Ireland (for,
by the old histories of the county Cork, the pilchard fishery was at one time of great

value), authority was applied for, and obtained from the Government, for one of the

Inspectors to visit the principal places in Cornwall where these fisheries have been

successfully prosecuted, to obtain general information in reference to the fishery which

might prove useful in this country.

The result of this visit was, that a Cornish gentleman, largely interested in the
pilchard fisheries, was induced to come over to Ireland to inspect the different localities,
and to ascertain from his own observation whether or not one could be found suitable
for such a fishery, and if established, whether good results might be anticipated. =~ This
gentleman, after careful inspection and inquiry, fixed upon Bantry as a place giving
great promise of success ;-in the first place from the facilities it possessed in having a
good 'quay, alongside which vessels: might come to load and unload ; from the facility
with which labour could be obtained; and lastly, from the fact that for several years
large shoals of pilchards were constantly seen from July until January in that part of
the bay between Whiddy Island and the town of Bantry, which is peculiarly well
sheltered and close to the place where the fish could be cured.

- Promises had been made by some residents in the iocality that if it were determined -
to start a pilchard fishery, any money that might be required should be forthcoming. So

proposals were made by the gentleman before referred to, to make a commencement by

forming a small company with a capital of £2,000, which it was calculated would provide

for the taking and curing of about 1,500 to 2,000 hogsheads. Of this capital, the Cornish

gentleman himself and a relative proposed to invest £600, some gentlemen in Cork £300,

from Dublin £100, whilst the locality itself, which would principally benefit by an

enterprise of the kind being established, would only contribute £300, thus £1,300 only

of the amount required could be got together. The feeling of the gentleman who made
the proposals was that it would not do to embark in a thing of the kind without more

local support. The affair, therefore, fell through, and we féar is not likely again to be
revived.

This is much to be deplored, for we believe that vast revenues might be derived
from this industry, which would not only find their way to the pockets of the persons
investing, but by giving great employment to men, women, and even children, would
do much to improve the condition of the humbler classes in the district.

An attempt 1s being made this year by two gentlemen in the locality, in addition to
what is done by the ordinary fishermen, to capture and cure for home consumption, and
it is to be hoped that their efiorts may be so successful as to induce others to join in

attempting it on a large scale for the foreign market. e .

Tae Ovsrer FISHERIES.
- In our Report of last year we entered so fully into the subject, that we have now not
much to add.

With few and unimportant exceptions, little appears to be done on the licensed beds,
comprising 18,5633 acres in the way of production.

To meet this want, some of the proprietors have been importing large quantities of
small oysters from France.

As the importation has only lately commenced, we are unable to pronounce positively
whether the experiment is likely to succeed, but so far as it has gone it appears to be
encouraging.

As one to two-year old oysters may be landed in Dublin, as low as £1 per thousand,
and two years ought, under favourable circumstances, to render them fit for table ; the
profits at anything like the present prices for full grown oysters would be enormous.

The reports made to us as to fall of spat last season are so very conflicting as to render
it extremely difficult for us to pronounce whether on the whole there is any improve-
ment, as compared with the two or three preceding years. We are disposed to think
that there has been a larger deposit in 1875 than 1874, although in some localities little
Or none appeared.

The number of barrels taken at Arklow was 9,622, producing £9,426 7s., at an average
price of 19s. 7d. per barrel, as compared with 7,520 taken in 1874, producing £7,236 13s.,
showing an increase of 2,102 barrels, and £2,189 14s. in the amount realized.

The take in Arklow is, however, very much influenced by the weather, and the state






