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Dublin Castle,
13th August, 1896.

SIR,

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, forwarding,
for submission to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenan t, the
Report of the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries on the Sea and Inland

Fisheries of Ireland for 1895,

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

D, Harger,

The Secretary,
Office of Irish Fisheries,
Dublin Castle,
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REPORT

INSPECTORS OF IRISH FISHERILS
SEA AND INLAND FISHERIES OF 1RELAND,
' FOR 1895 -

TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
GEORGE HENRY, EARL CADOGAN, K.G., K.P, P.C,

&c., &c., &c.,
LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND.
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

We have the honour, in conformity with section 112 of the Act
5 and 6 Vie., cap. 106, to submit our Report for the year 1895,
being the 27th since the Sea and Inland Fisheries of Ireland
have been placed under the superintendence of this Department.

THE SEA F¥FISHERIES.

Vessels, Men, and Boys.

We find that 6,551 vessels and boats were actually engaged in
the Sea Fisheries in 1895, as compared with 6,524 in 1894. This
shows an increase of 27. Three of these occurred amongst the 1st
class. There was an increase of ninety-four amongst the 2nd, but
a decrease of seventy amongst the 3rd class boats. There were
23,770 men and 1,325 boys employed, showing an increase on
the previous year of 152 men and of 100 boys, Of the vessels 380
were first clags, 2,738 second class, and 3,433 third class. Details
are given in the Appendix No. 2, page 98.

There were 30 first class, 374 second class, and 442 third class
boats that did not fish during the year. The reasons given are
various, the following being typical:—“No crew;” “laid up;”
“owner employed otherwise; 7 “used for pleasure;” “mnot in
repair,” “in carrying trade;” *tender to lightship;” “broken
up, registers cancelled during year;” “gave up fishing;” “crew
in other boats.”

Thirteen first class and three second class boats fro .
attended the Scotch Herring Fishery. R
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Quantity of Fish Landed.

According to the returns we have received from tbos'c Pla_ce.s
around Ireland from which we have been able to obtain mfmci
mation, the total value of the sea fish (excluding salmon.) lande
in Ireland in 1895 was £331,755, as compared with £333,403 in

4.
18%"79 have not statistics of the total amount of salmon captured.
but it is estimated that the value of the quantity exported to
nine of the principal English markets was £421,540. -

Of the pollen caught in Lough Neagh that exported is esti-
mated to value £3,920. . o

For our review of the Statistics of Sea Fish see page 15.

Sea Fisheries Inquitries.

We received an application to permit the use of trammel nets
in Dublin Bay between sunrise and sunset, and held public
inquiries into same, and into an allegation that the use of draft
nets in the Bay destroyed immature fish, at Dublin and Kingstown,
in the month of January, 1895, o

As a result we made a By-law granting the first application,
but also limiting the depth of the trammel net for use either in
day or night time to six feet, and making the minimum size of
the mesh the same as that used in salmon nets—namely, seven
inches in the round. The By-law has been approved of and is

ow in force. 2
i We also submitted a By-law proposing to prohibit the use of
drafy nets for coarse fish in Dublin Bay, but your Excellency
in Council declined to approve of it. o

We inquired on the 20th July last, at Moville, into th_e alleged
destruction of immature fish, especially codling, by draft nets in
the neighbourhood of the mouth of Lough Foyle, as a result of
which we made the following By-laws, which were approved of
on the 4th November last, and which are now in force :—

““1. It is prohibited to use nets commonly called and known as Draw
or Wade Nets or any other description of Draft Nets for the capture of
white Sea Fish on that part of the sea coast between Imshowpn Hc_ad,.
County Donegal, and Macgilligan Point, Connty Londozderry (including
Lough Foyle), and in all tidal parts of rivers flowing into the _SQi:
between said points ; but this By-law is not to he construed to prohibi
the use of legal draft nets for the capture of Salmon.

‘2. It is prohibited to have in possession, or in anmy boat, for the
purpose of taking any white Sea Fish on that part _of the co‘ast between
Inishowen Head, County Donegal, and LI;lcgill}gan P01'n‘b, County
Londonderry (including Lough Foyle) or in the tidal portions of any

rivers flowing into the sea betwcen those points, or in any part of the -

sea between said points, any Draw or Wade Net or any other description
of Draft Net, save and except legal draft nets for the capture of Salmon
during the period in which it is now legal to have such draft nets for
the capture of Salmon, on board any boat in that part of the sea coast
above mentioned.”

For Salmon Fisheries Inquiries, see page 21.
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The Spring Mackerel Fishery.

The spring mackerel fishing of 1895 calls for little comment,
beyond stating that the season was an exceptionally bad one,
the amount captured being but little over half what it wasin 1894,
The date of the advent of the large schools of breeding mackerel
appears to be getting later year by year. As a consequence
of the short supply the prices ruled higher, and a good deal
of fish was disposed of at over 30s. per hundred. Kinsale once
more headed the list with 38,392 boxes, Baltimore and Fenit
having nearly an equal catch of about 27,000 boxes each.

In many places the fishermen report that the season was the
worst that they remember. It is difficult to assign any cause for
the decline, although it is possible that the exceptionally long
and cold winter may have had something to say to it.

As usual, a number of boats from other parts of the United

Kingdom and from France took part in the fishing, the following
being the numbers :—

English, . " : s 33
Scottish, g i . . 3
Manx, . : ; h 218
French, ; . " % 102
The number of Irish boats engaged were:—

1st Class, . 5 . ; 214
2nd Class, 5 - ; 3 149
3rd Class, ; 5 . " 784
Unregistered boats, . ; . 20

Total, g « L1687

Most of the fish captured by the French boats does not appear

° in our statistics, as it is salted down on board the boats and

taken to French ports.

Owing to the hot weather at the end of June the prices in the
English market fell so low that a few curers began salting for
the American market. These spring fish counted 250 to the
barrel, were of a good white colour. and fetched 14 dollars per
barrel in America. Qf course the great bulk of the fish was, as
usual, iced, and sold fresh in Encland.

For a table giving further p%,rticulms regarding this fishery,

see Appendix No. 3, page 101.

The Autumn Mackerel Fishery.

There were about 2,500 tons less of mackerel caught in the
autumn of 1895 than in the corresponding season of 1894, Owing
to some extent to the scarcity of the fish, the prices were good,
and the amount of money realized (over £60,000) was over £20,000
more than in the previous year; and was the greatest amount
ever paid on our coasts for autumn mackerel.

For the sake of comparison, we may divide the districts in
which the autumn mackerel fishing is followed on an extensive

scale into two groups, one to the eastward of Bantry Buy, and the
other to the westward and northward,
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In the season of 1895 there was a great increase of fish taken
in the former, and this made the decrease in the latter group all
the more remarkable. _

Had it not been for the fact that a large number of drift net
boats prosecuted the fishery on the south coast, the total
decline in the fishing would have been very much greater.
The fleet sailing from Glandore Harbour appears to have done
especially well, as the amount of mackerel landed on the quay
of Union Hall was nearly double, and, owing to the prices
being good, the money value to the fishermen was nearly treble
what they were in 1894. Kinsale, Baltimore, and Schull also did
well. From Kinsale about one-third of the fish landed was sent
by rail, fresh, to the markets, the remaining two-thirds being cured
for the American trade. A feature of the season’s fishery was the
increasing amount of autumn fish sent fresh to home markets.

Besides the local curers, representatives of large firms in
England, Scotland, and America, established themselves on various
points along the coast, and in order to find room they were com-
pelled to open business in many creeks to which the industry had
not up to this found its way. This great spread of the business
was in itself of much benefit to the coast population, as it gave
employment to increased numbers of men, women, boys, and girls.
We estimate that the total sum for fish and labour could not
have been less than £70,000. . .

The most important extension of the industry was that which
took place on the coast of Clare. There the amount of fish
captured, in spite of the unfavourable season, about equalled that
of the previous year; but, thanks to the new curing stations which
were opened, the money paid for the fish, together with the wages
earned in curing, caused the people to receive about £4,000. In
1894 the people of this locality only received £1,432.

North of the county of Clare the autumn mackerel scason was
very poor, and the efforts made to open new stations were
consequently almost fruitless. .

At the request of some fish merchants we held, in the_ spring
of 1895, an enquiry into the question of the size of mesh in seme
nets most suitable for the capture of mackerel. Having received
a large amount of evidence on the subject, we did not feel justified
in placing any restrictions on the size of mesh in common use.

The following extracts from the Twenty-first Annual Report,

(January, 1896), of the Boston (Mass.) Fish Bureau will prove
interesting :—

“The curers of Irish mackerel have profited by past mistakes, with
the result that the fish are better handled and reach our market in much
better condition ; and a large percentage of those received from the best
packers will compare favourably with our own shore fish. ,

“Some 3,000 barrels were put up on the English coast—a pract_mally
new factor—but one likely to prove a large oue in the future. Owing to
inexperience the fish were poorly handled, and values netted packers
were not remunerative; but as the packers are large handlers and

wealthy people, it will not deter them from again making the venture
and on a larger scale.

Inspectors of Irish Fisheries. 9

“But few mackerel are packed on the Scotch const.

“The first imports of Irish and Norwegian mackerel were received
in 1887, and the supply received from these countries has been of great
advantage to the dealers in mackerel in America. The supply from
there can be depended on until such time as our catch reaches a fair
average in quantity and price. '

“The catch of mackerel by countries, in the year 1893, is as follows :—

—_— Salt Mackerel
Barrels,
United States, : 8 . 24,939
N.S, C.B,, and P.E.L., . 17,000
Magdalen Islands, : . 4,500
Ireland, r . s i 35,000
Norway, . . . 5 4,500
England, l . . . 3,000
Scotland, § . = 4 4,000

Total, r . . 92,939"

It will thus be seen that Ireland has attained to the position

of being the largest contributor in the world to the trade in pickled
mackerel.

The number of Irish bnats which attended the autumn
mackerel fishery were as follows:—

First Class, .

. " 131

Second Class, . 331
Third Class, . . 1,124
Unregistered Boats, . . 27
Total, . . 1,613

The number of Manx boats attending this fishery was 42, of
which 38 also attended the spring fishery.

For a table giving further particulars regarding this fishery,
see Appendix No. 4, page 1014

Herring Fishery.

The total quantity of herrings landed in Ireland during1895 was,
we estimate, about 171,277 cwts,, value £44,747. Thisappears to
ghow a very considerable increase on the figures for the previous
year (98,960 cwts, value £24.795), but it includes information
from places not included in the returns for 1894. Comparing the
returns for the two years in respect of the same places, the figures
would show that 1895 was better than 1894 by 28,951 cwts. in
quantity, and over £10,494 in money value. Of the individual
stations Dunmore East showed the greatest increase, 28,381 cwts,,
as compared with 2,826 cwts. The other most remarkable
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fluctuations were as follows(the figures being for the year 1895 and
1894, respectively) : —Moville, 4,500 cwts. and 60 cwts., Downies,
12,085 ewts. and 3,766 ewts.,Guidore, 11,216 ewts. and 20,513 ewts.,
Mullaghmore, nil and 1,137 cwts, Kinsale, 10,418 cwts. and
17,441 cwts, Ballycotten, 2,740 cwis. and 791 cewts., Kilkeel,
12,888 cwts. and 9,205 cwts.

Speaking generally of each coast as a whole, irrespective of
the additional figures for the present year, the mnorth coast
showed an increase; the south coast a very considerable in-
crease, owing to the Dunmore catch; the east coast a general
but pronounced increase, and the west coast a decrease.

About three fourths of the entire catch was sent fresh to
English markets. In boxes of 2 ewt. each, London received 7,961,
Nottingham 3,909, Bradford 4,355, Manchester 10,013, Sheffield,
3,176, Wolverhampton 3,234, Leeds 9,111, Liverpool 18,362, and
Birmingham 9,017.  The average price at Liverpool, which
received the greatest quantity, was, as furnished to us, 17s. 6d. a
box, at London 16s. a box,and at Birmingham 7s. 8. to 10s. 5d.
a box.,

Of those retained in Ireland, a large proportion were sold fresh
in the cities and small towns. The balance were cured at the
stations started by the Congested Districts Board, and also by
the fishermen themselves for home consumption, and sale at
local fairs.

The Seotch boats (about fifty of them) began fishing off
Kinsale early in the month of May, and continued until the
middle of June. 'The quantity of herrings which they landed at
Kinsale was about 10,000 cwts.; value, over £4,000. On their
way back, on 11th June, two of them took from seven to eight
meaze of herrings, each, in Dublin Bay.

We know (see Summary Appendix No. 8, page 115) that in 1895
there were 28,960 barrels, 42 kegs, as well as 159 tons 9 cwits.
and 2 qra. of cured herrings imported into Ireland. For the
reasons stated on the table this must not be taken to represent the
entire import. The figures are, however, fairly comparable with
those for 1894, and they show a very considerable decrease.
Most of the herrings imported into this country come from
Scotland, and the figures therefore for these Scotch fish are
interesting. They are taken from the Report of the Fishery
Board for Scotland, and are as follows. The particulars for 1895
are not yet available :—

Year. Barrels, Year. Barrels.
1884, . . ’ 35,299 1890, . y . 29,639
1885, . : ” 22.711 1891, . ; ; 36,457
T re h e 97,538 | 1892, . . . 28,116
1887, . 5 p 35,982 1893, . . 2 33,431
1888, . . 2 34,038 1894, . a 22,310
BES, . 39,653
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The export of fresh herrings in 1895 as certainly greater
than the import of cured herrings, the price for the former being
so0 high that it would not pay to cure them.

On Saturday the 15th June last, from twenty-five to thirty
mease of small or inferior herring were thrown over board
outside the harbour at Ardglass, as no person would purchase
them.

Owing to the large capture in the neighbourhood of Leestones,
Kilkeel, during October last, the price per mease fell to about 4s.
The boats would sometimes lie with their herrings on board, at
the end of the week, without any offer for them. They then had
to cart them home and salt them for future ‘disposal.

Trawling.

During the year 264 boats, 950 men, and 72 boys followed
beam trawling from Irish Ports. Of the former, eichteen were of
over fifty tons, twenty-nine of between forty and fifty tons, twenty-
nine between thirty and forty tons, thirty-eight of between
twenty and thirty tons, thirty-five of hetween ten and twenty
tons, and one hundred and fifteen of under ten tons, Three of
the vessels were steam trawlers.

Otter trawling was followed by 321 hoats (including one steam
yacht), 912 men and 6 boys. '1‘went_y-cight of the boats were
first class, two hundred and forty-two second class, and fifty-one
third class.

The total capture was hardly up to the average in quantity.
Many places reported a falling off, while the increased takes wero
exceptional. '

The sizes of the fish were, gencrally speaking, fair. A slight
improvement in this respect is reported from Belfast Lough.
¥rom Burr Point the report is larger,” from Courtown snmll(;:r i
from Waterford Harbour “much smaller,” from Doneeal Ba'y
“plaice, soles, and turbet much smaller,” from Bangor S plaice
smaller,” from Clogher “ falling off especialiy in plaice,” and from
Skerries “ plaice and fluke smaller.” The greater number of the
reports, however, were “fair size” or “average size.”

The question of the prohibition of trawling in different places
in Irish waters occupied our attention in 1895. In the month of
January of that year we inquired into the necessity for the
extension of a by-law of 1842 at present in force, prohibitin
that mode of fishing in Dublin Bay, so as to prohibit it in the
tidal waters of the River Liffey. We came, however, to the con-
clusion that existing circumstances did not necessitate any such
extension.

In the month of June last we held inquiries into an applica-
tion which was made to us to prohibit trawling in Ballycastle
Ballintoy, Bush, Cushendun, and Cushendall Bays during thg:
close season for salmon fishing in said Bays; but the evidence
given would not justify us in curtailing this local industry,

Complaints were made of the injurious effects of steam traw-
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ling in Cleggan Bay, and off the adjacent portions of the coast of
the county Galway, into which we inquired in the month of
July last, and decided to prohibit that mode of fishing in Cleggan
Bay during the first half of ecach year. We accordingly made a
by-law giving effect to our views, which was approved of by
Your Excellency in Council on the 4th November, 1895, and
is therefore now in force.

We were asked to stop otter trawling between the Ture Light-
house in Lough Foyle and Downhill in the county of London-
derry ; but after holding a local inquiry at Moville in July last,
we declined to accede to the application.

We were also requested further to consider the subject of
trawling in Galway Bay, and held a public inquiry into the
matter at Galway on the 26th October last. The evidence given
on the occasion did not justify us in further restricting this mode
of fishing in the Bay.

The cases of infringement of existing trawling by-laws, which
were reported to us in 1895, were few; and the loss of gear
through the operations of trawlers was not, on the whole, serious.
In one case trawling took place inside the prohibited line cif
Laytown, with the result that the offending person was brought
before the magistrates and fined. Towards the end of the year
illegal trawling took place in Dublin Bay, and the offender was
brought before the magistrates. The case was there dismissed,
but on an appeal to the Recorder this decision was reversed, and
the defendant was fined.

Allegations have been made that the existing trawling by-
Iaws have been violated in Belfast Lough.
For our detailed report on beam trawling, see page 38.

Otter trawling (as distinguished from beamn trawling)is carried
on here and there around the Irish Coast in inshore waters.
During 1895 about 912 men and 6 boys were engaged in it,
not exclusively, however. At times they followed other classes
of fishing, or attended to occupations on land. The numbers of

boats were—28 first class, 242 second (including 1 steam yacht),
and 51 third class.

This mode of fishing is mostly in favour about the mouth of
and outside Lough Foyle, and eastward thence along the northern
coast. From Moville and Greencastle 162 men worked eighty-
three boats, from Portrush thirty-six men worked eighteen boats,
and from Port Ballintoy thirty-four men worked fourteen hoats.
Along the south coast, about Helvick Head, Youghal,and Ardmore,
104 men otter trawled in thirty-¢ight boats during part of the year,
while from Castletownsend and Union Hall ninety men worked at
intervals in fourteen boats. A few boats fish with otter trawls
in Clew Bay. In Donegal Bay seventy-four men and twenty-five
boats were employed in this fishery, of which thirteen boats with
fifty men worked all the year round.

For our detailed report on Otter Trawling, see p. 44,
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Long-Line Fishery.

Fishing by long lines in 1895 was carried on by 8,299 men
and 107 boys in seventy-three first-class, 835 second-class, and
1,149 third-class boats.

The average number of hooks forming each man’s share in
the first-class boats was from 250 to 700.

In the second-class boats they differed in different localities.
The following are a few of the figures given :—Kingstown
Division from 200 to 1,000 ; Wicklow Division from 200 to 300 ;
Skibbereen Division from 200 to 700; Galway Division from
200 to 250; Clifden Division from 100 to 500; Ballycastle

*(Antrim) Division from 40 to 1,400 ; and Newcastle Division

from 350 to 450.

In the third-class the average number of hooks to each man’'s
share also differed much in the several localities, but the follow-
ing figures are fair samples :—Kingstown Division from 200 to
1,()—,00 ; Wicklow Division from 200 to 250; Waterford DJ..VI_.S!OD
140 ; Skibbereen Division from 300 to 700 ; Castletown Division
from 113 to 120; Seaficld Division 400; Keel Division 100;
Pullendiva Division 400 to 600; Sligo Division from 200 to
700 ; Carrickfergus Division from 30 to 350.

For our detailed report on Long-Line Fishing, see page 47.

Oyster Fishery.

We estimate that nearly 14,000 hundreds of oysters were taken
off the public beds in 1895, that the value thereof was nearly
£4.000, and that nearly 800 persons were engaged in gathering
them.

Trom the private beds, 0 far as we have beqn able t‘o obtain
returns, about 25,000 hundreds of oysters were lifted. The value
of these is estimated at £4,596.

For our detailed report on Oysters, sce page 59. See also
Appendix No. 11., page 138.

Lobster Fishery.

We estimate that about 85,800 dozen of lobsters were captured
in 1895, that their value was .15_29,700, and that nearly 4,000
persons were engaged at this fishing.

For our detailed report on Lobsters, see page 58.

Crab Fishery.

We estimate that nearly 40,000 dozen of crabs were taken in
Lo ot valuo was about £2,500, and that about 1,100

persons were engaged at the industry.

For our detailed report on Crabs, sce page 64,
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Mussel Fishery.

We estimate that the weight of the mussels taken this year
was about 4,075 tons, that the value thereor was ahout £5,080,
and that about 550 people were engaged picking them during
part of the year. Most of the mussels were exported to England
and Scotland. '

For our detailed veport on Mussels, sec page 67.

Cockle Fishery.

We estimate that about 90,000 gallons of cockles were picked
in 1895, that their value was about £2,700, and that about 370
persons were engaged.

For our detailed report on Cockles, see page 68.

Periwinkle Fishery.

We estimate that the weight of periwinkles taken this
year was somewhere about 1,475 tons—that the value thereof
was about £5,150—and that over 8500 persons were engaged
gathering them. They wero mostly exported.

For our detailed report on Periwinkles, see page 69.

Shiimp Fisher Y.

Shrimping is not largely followed around the Irish coast. The
cases mentioned on pages 71 and 72 are the only ones in which

the coast guard have reported that shrimps have been taken.
We estimated the value at about £500.

For our detailed report on Shrim ps, see pé,ge T

Caswalties.

Unhappily the number of casualtics to fishermen on the Irish
coast for the twelve months ending 30th September, 1895, was
heavy, although fewer than in the previous year,

. The number of men who lost their lives while actually engaged
in fishing work was 17, as conmpared with 29 for the previous year.
The number who lost their lives while conveying seaweed, pro-
visions, materials, &ec., and when engaged on other work not
Immediately connected with fishing, was 7.

The boarts, however, suffered much more severely than in the
previous year. The number of first-class boats lost was 4
the number of second class boats 45, and the number of third

class boats 9. Four first-class, nine second, and one third class
boats were also destroy

ed while not actually engaged in fishing
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The greater portion of these losses was caused by_the storm of
the 21st and 22nd December, 1894, which was exceptionally severo
on the north coast of Ireland.

The following are the particulars of some of the casualties, as
furnished by the Coastguards :—

From the Ringsend Station—One fisherman was lost while
trawling off Lambay Island on 22nd July, 1895.

From the Youghal Station.—Four men belonging to Ardsallagh
were drowned by the capsizing of their boat when returning to
their homes from Youghal on the night of the 6th April, 1895.

From the Dingle Station.—Two men were drowned between
Parkmore Point and Tower Cone, on the Ist April, 1895, while
gathering mussels for manure. They were washed off the rocks
by the surf.

From the Ballyheigue Station—An old fisherman was drowned
at Kerry Head about the 15th September, 1895. It is supposed
that he slipped off' the rocks when engaged in fishing for rock
fish.

From the Inniserone Station.—-Two men were drowned by the
capsizing of their boat when returning from fishing on” 2nd
August, 1895.

From the Ball Hill Station.—A fisherman was drowned on Tth
December, 1894, by the sinking of his boat, caused by striking on
old wreckage.

From the Rutland Station.—Five fishermen were lost in Boylagh
Bay on the 10th of January, 1895, through the foundering of
their boat while they were engaged in taking in their herring
nets. Three fishermen were also lost at Rannagh, Arranmore
Island, in July, 1895, through the foundering of their boat while
engaged in a local regatta.

From the Rathmullen Station.—Two fishermen were drowned on
the 22nd December, 1894, while conveying a boat load of sand
from Buncrana to Letterkenny.

From the Moville Station.—One of a crew of four men was lost
owing to their boat being swamped while engaged in lifting their
long lines on the 16th October.

From the Portrush Station—Two men, David Bacon, of Port-
stewart, and Martin Ross, of Portrush, were drowned at Larne
Harbour on 1st October, 1894, Ly the capsizing of a small boat in
which they were returning to the fishing boat Foison.

Review of Statistics of Fish (excluding Salmon) Landed.

According to the returns we have received from those places
around Ireland from which we have been able to obtain informa-
tion, the total quantity of sea fish (other than shell-fish) captured
in 1895, was 698,005 cwts, valued at £274,945. In 1894 the
corresponding figures werc 835,919 cwts, and £267,894. The
former therefore shows a decrease of 137,914 cwts,, but an increase .






