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Interesting recaptures of tagggd salmon in Ireland in 1974 -

" by AE J Went
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Tn a previous issue in the Fishery Leaflet series (No 58, 1973) I gave a 1list of

interesting recaptures of tagged salmon in Irish waters in thevyear,l973. In this
Leaflet I propose to give details of similar fish in 1974 énd:of some tags recovered
M K .

in earlier years but not reported until 1974.

Smolt Taggings

a, In Great Britain

Further recaptures were made in 1974 of salmon tagged as smolts in Great Britain., Of
these four were either two-sea-winter fish or previous spawners and the other ten were

grilse. The details were as fOllows:?

Tagging details Recapture details ' é!
River Date Length (cm) Place Date Weight (Kg) j
Avon (H) 27/L/73 17.8 Blacksod Bay 11/6/74 3.2 ‘532
Axe (H) 2/4/73 ‘13.2 e Broadhéven Bay‘ 5/7/74 0 :.%
Usk (H) /3/72 - Dungarvan Bay . 24/5/7h 4.8 W
" " = North Mayo 9/7/7% 7.5 i %
Meig (W) 8/5/73 15.5 Off Galley Head  3/6/7. - :“

now 5/5/73 1.6 0re- Portstewart . \i“

By Y 3.2 |

Girnock?(wﬁ 30/./72 12.5 LR Dunéarvan Bay 14/5/74 3.0 ?
N. Esk (W) 19/./73 13.5 Off Arammore Head 19/6/7. 2.9 | ;
oo 3/5/73 15.5 - Ce. Donegal 14/6/74 2.8  ﬁ§§
v 5/ 12,0 Lough Corrib - 6/12/74 3,2 "
"o 37/5/73 12.5 Off Malin Head  12/7/74 2.3 ‘ﬂ}‘
Tumme13(w) - 8/y/72 - 11.5 Off Rossen-Point ' | .'fi
Co Donegal 12/6/7L, 1.5 il |

Almond}(H) 4/5/73 - Off Tory Island = 12/6/7.L - |
"o L 16.3 m 28/6/74 2.7 e

o "o 15.1 Off Ararmore 18/7/7% 3.0




o
4,

1 Tributary of Conon River:®
5> Tributary of Aberdeenshire Dec.
3 Tributaries of R. Tay

(H) Hatchery reared smolts (W) = Wild or natural smolts

b. In France

Although a large number of ‘salmon or érilse originally tagged as smolts outside
Ireland have been recaptured in Irish watérs as indicated above and in Went (1973,
a, b and ¢), none of these were derived from French rivers, On 17th July 197k,
however, a fish weighing 4.05‘kg, which had been originally tagged as a reared
smolt in the Sevre Niortaise (a river in central west coast of France) on 6th March

1973, was recaptured off Burtonport.

c., In Denmark

In Went 1973b mention was made of the recapture off the Irish coast of a salmon
originally tagged as a reared smolt which had been released into the Ribe River on
the west coast of Jutlénd.Denmark. In 1974 three recaptures were made off the

Donegal coast of reared smolts released into Danish rivers as follows:-

Tageging details ol 4 Recapture details
River Date  Length (em) . Place Date Weight{ Kg)
Gera 5/4/73  17.0 ¥ 2 miles N.W. of Arammore 3.83
Gera 5/L/7% 16.0 2 miles.S.W. of Tory Is. .18
’ [ . / ok
Havmglle 5/4/73 17.0 8 miles W. Glen Head 3.38

d. In River Bush

One of 181 one-year-old smolts released in the River Bush on 3rd May 1973 wés

recaptured in a North Mayo drift net on 11lth July 1974. It weighed 3.6 kg.

Taggings of Feeding Fish
In a paper published in 1973 (Went 1973 1) dotails were given of recaptures of salmon
tagged around the Faroes and off West Greenland up to and including 1972 and Went

(1973 a) gave details of recapture from the same two areas in 1973. Three




o

recaptures were recorded dn 1974 from these two a 'eas, one fish being recaptured in
¥

1972 and another in 1973 ﬁﬁt not reported until 1974.

a., From the Faroes area

Munro and Struthers (1973) stated that there is a feeding ground off the Faroes for
S, saler which have completed jusf one year feeding in the sea., Up to and includihg
1973 eleven such flsh tagged in the Faroes area as feedlng fish were recorded as
having been recaptured on the north north west and south coasts of Ireland (Went
1973 a and b). Details of one such capture in 1972 but not reported until 1974 and

one recapture from 1974 were as follows:-

Tagging;Details B : Recapture details
Date Place ~Length  Weight Place Date Weight
cm kg kg
1,/3/72  62°57'N, River June
05°55 "W - - Blackwater 1972 2.5
11/5/74 62°4,9 N, AT  Dawros
05°46 "W 55 1.65  River 11/7/74 1.82

b. From West Greenland

In the years up to 1971 saimon were tagged annually in the West Greenland area on

a relatively small scale. From thesertaggings seven recaptureswere ﬁade in the
River Slaney, (2) Waterford Harbou;; %he River Bafrow, the Currane or Waterville
River, the River Bann and off Torr Head,rpq Antrim. In 1972 under the aegis of the
International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) an international tagging
programme was undertaken in the West Greenland area, involving Canadian, Danish,
French and Scottish boats, the Faroes and Norway. A total of 236l feeding salmon
was tagged and released in August and September 1972, During the 1973 fishing

season seven recaptures were reported from Irish waters from these taggings and




details of_ap chitionél recéﬁkure.ﬁaae in:1973;béﬁ,ﬁot‘fépogégqfuét;;fig74 afé : (e 1

as follOWSfff ; ' A i  ”” S o if
_* :T§ggiﬁg'a§taiis¢. “%’]7" f"-Recapture detall ' "}: LR s ,

Place " Date ] Place | j‘ z'Q? Date ﬁcc‘ :” . Weight (k) i

67 O9'N 54 19'W ~"5/2/74 ”. ,River Dec.: ' MldeAugust_ ol ‘:”¢§ 6.0"‘" S ‘!N‘

1973

This brings. the total of recaptures from the ICES. scheme to elght fcr Ireland maklng
a total of flfteen-from the West Greenland area. Other recaptures from the: ICES
scheme were. obtalned from Canada, France, Great Britaln and Spaln. Incldentally,a
kelt tagged at the Salmon Research Trust' s_;nstallctlons_cn Furnace Lough on }!
3rd March 1973 was recapfured‘off the Westjéfeenland’afeéion 27th_August 1973 but

was not'reported until 1974. ' B i  _ v 5 v |
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