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INSPECTORS OF TRISH FISHERIES

- ON THE

SEA AND INIAND FISHERIES OF IRELAND, FOR 1878.

TO HIS GRACE JAMES, DUKE OF ABERCORN, K.G.,

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND.

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR GRACE,

In conformity with the 112th sec. 5 & 6 Vic., cap. 106, we beg to submit our
Report for the year 1873, bel_ng the fifth since our appointment.
Owing to the delay in obtaining the necessary returns from some of the districts, and

the period necessarily occupied in printing the voluminous tables contained in the
Appendix, 1t was impossible for us to present this Report earlier.

THE SEA FISHERIES.

The number of craft of all descriptions engaged in fishing in 1878, according to the
Coast-guard returns, was 7,181, and the crews 29,307.

The returns by the Collectors of Customs were 6,919 craft, and 30,180 men and boys
being less in the former by 262, and more in the latter by 873, as compared with {he
Coast-guard. The discrepancy in the two returns is considerably less than what
occurred last year. It is extremely difficult to account for the difference, and so much

delay would be caused by trying to discover which return is the correct one, that we

deem it better not to make the attempt. :

From the precise instructions which we issued to the Coast-guard as to the mode of
collecting Statistics, and the care with which we believe they have carried them out, we
are disposed to think that their figures may be relied on.

Comparing their return for 1872 with that for 1878, it will be seen that during the
last year there has been a decrease in fishing craft of 733, and in the crews of 2,004,

The following shows the gradual decrease that has taken place in the number of
vessels, and boats, and crews for the last 25 years :—

NUMBER of VEssers and Boars, Mex and Boyvs, EMprovep in the Coast Fismeris,
from 1846 to 1873, inclusive.

Vessels and Men and Vessels and Men and

Vear- Boats. Boys. ek Boats. Boys.

1846 19,883 | 118,078 | 1860 13,483 55,630
1848 19,652 81,717 | 1861 11,845 48,624
1849 18,100 71,505 | 1862 11,590 50,220
1850 15,247 68,380 | 1863 11,375 48,601

1851 14,756 | 64,612 | 1864 9,300 | 40,946
1852 11,789 | 58,863 | 1865 9,455 | 40,802
1853 12,381 49,208 | 1866 9,444 | 40,663
1854 11,079 | 49,237 | 1867 9,332 38,444
185?3 {},251 47,854 | 1868 9,184 39,339%
185 069 | 48774 | 1870

1857 | 12,758 | 53673 | 1871 } w0 [l 0,080
1858 | 11,823 | 52,101 | 1872 7,914 | 31,311
1859 | 11,881 50,115 | 1873 7,181 29,307

* There must be some error in this reburn. An increase of 827 men is set forth at Clifden, and only 19
vessels ; this would give an average of nearly 44 men to each of the additional vessels.

A 2



4 REPORT OF THE

From the foregoing it will be seen that the vessels and boats are less by considerably
more than half as compared with 1846, and that the crews are nearly reduced to one-
fourth. ;

The 5,247 boats returned as being partially engaged in fishing with their crews of
90,759 are for the greater part of the year otherwise employed, such as cutting sea-
weed, conveying goods, turf, manure, and passengers, so that not more than about
1,934 vessels and boats can be considered as devoted almost exclusively to fishing,
and about 8,548 men and boys. Much more beyond that number could derive the
entire or greater p?rtdof their support from fishing and the public derive a proportionately

er supply of food. \
gr?lgj'ery y%gry since our appointment we have stated the causes that have led to the
decay of fishing industry, and pointed out the remedy which we f;:onmder could be
successfully applied for its resuscitation, but unfortunately without ed etc‘:ﬁ. e

Our representations not having been attended to, we apprehen a a,u.)u:fd the
greater part of the coast there will be a still further decadence, a great ]Elin ustrial
resoutce will for the most part go to waste, and a valuable nursery for the Royal and

i i ill deteriorate.
M%::nﬁlalgeMggll;et: repeat again what we have so frequently expresse_c}, tha}t ls(rlnau
loans judiciously advanced to industrious ﬁshgcli?len on satisfactory security would go
far to arrest the decline that is going on so rapidly.
a‘thhe operations of the Societygjf'or ﬁettering the Condition of the Poczr k(l)f I:eiland afford
an instance that loans might be made and great good accomplished \\«1}133 ou os§,d as the
Society has advanced many thousands to fishermen, all of which have geenl rtepeu1 .y

To enter further on this part of the subject would be only to recapitulate w 113& as
appeared in our preceding Reports, that of last year contains almost all that _cant e i;s.zud
in support of our views; and we therefore beg to call your Grace's attention to 1t, as
we shall confine ourselves to the following brief extract from 1t :—

as we believe they contain elements of the
which the Government may
that do not exist
round the greater
great and

‘We have ventured to repeat our statements of prcceding years, a
most vital importance to the fisheries ; and as it is the only industry i t'h_e country e
be said to have particularly in its charge, and therefore has responsibilities with regard to 1
with respect to any other, we deem it incumbent on us to _c.'LIl attention to its rapid decline ah o
part of the coast, and the means by which we believe, without appreciable loss to the Exchequer,
lasting good might be effected. . "

Unless our sf;ggestion be adopted, we must continue, as at present, almost powerless to accompl:]silf;i lef,:filsmo%'
of value for the sea fisheries. Every day’s delay, as we have before stated, will increase the c
Tesuscitation.

Tt has often heen urged by those not having an intimate acquaintance with the coast of Irelafl.lgl,1 tl%afil thiere
i sufficient capital to induce private enterprise to do whatever is necessary for the devglopmer}t (f e s s BPFGSI:
This holds good with regard to those parts of the coast where large shoals of fish come in at ﬁx(é ptf;‘(l:; )i-ise h?m
ingtance, as regards the herring fishery on the east coast, and the mackerel on the sovtth, prwahff e(: indlustr on
done much, and very likely will continue to do all that is necessary for the prosecution of ﬁs1 111a1m05t g I-y;qiﬁ
these portions of the sea-board, as there are other favouring circumstances in addition to t_lerra 1mack(;1'el
influx of the shoals of fish at regular periods. Thefextcnttolﬁlfoas; gc::g(})ned by the chief herring anc
fisheries does not, however, exceed 300 miles out of a coas e of 2,500.

Around the gr:aater part,of the coast, however, the case is very different. Take, for exan}p{e: 10:515‘1?22:“;1;3?
of the coasts of Donegal, Mayo, Galway, fpl:}:.rc, and Kerry, where the fishing can only be carried on ¢ :

eri wing to the stormy character of the coast. 3
5 Tg(eli:ei;;nﬁjsﬁermen (un]gss he combines farming with fishing, cannot live by it, _and would be in a S]tattei of
enforced idleness for the greater part of the year,) carries on h1_s operat‘mns _necessam]y on 80 small a scale - 1at
there is no inducement to invest capital in his petty enterprise. His ne]_ghbours are efther too I?oor or t_ocI;
cautious ; and we regret to say that on the part of the landlords we see no evidence of a desire to afford materia
aid to promote fishing industry.

The humble individual fisherman who pro
He has to shift for himself. Be he ever so
in numerous instances, necessitate his abandoning J]che c;np
being able to return to it. This is not alone a loss 0 ) ; :
live;amongst, deprived of the opportunity of obtaining through 11‘1m occa:slmfall{ a 01:2;%50?: flooclcl.l P

To the State every man under existing cireumstances abandoning the pl_us‘u;‘ 18 ‘tl 1:).11;1 h(;.c,ult'l ’ lere
is 50 much food lost to the public, as the farmer fisherman not only obtains ;01‘11-1: ur: R émtes];zll
that can be produced, hut draws from the sea what otherwise would, for the mos 17_«111 ) .E.ll) -y ln ste. . econdly,
he performs an important part in maintaining a valuable nursery for the mercanti el a-nlcl roya nav% A ,

It has been often urged, as an argument against aiding the fishermen, that if the lanc grds wo_u.hd (WO e]rl ﬂll}n
things, and the opulent portion of the mercantile community also aid, that all that is i‘c:q]x;uve; folu?i( . e
accomplished. This is quite true, but neither class will give the very slightest help. _We f‘Lt] }e . h(- he
landed proprietors occasionally willing to lend their moral influence to improve .t}le condition ?.»- i;,'lf 1 5"9;m811

on their estates, but unwilling to afford any other aid. Amidst all this 11uhﬂ"c-re‘nce it 137.51}“;]1 ylgl‘a "“Ci_ui
to he enabled to record one i1'1.?&:1n(,-ewtmfortl.lnutely the only one—of a generous desire tO dl%tlfl ; 1(3@:1_125&"1_11?
fishermen. Mr. Benjamin Whitworth of Manchester, late Member for Droghet_{g,of(’)%e”ft Ml?) Cyc;mtribg;;(;
£2,000 to this department for their henefit, provided that a further sum of £8 1 ‘:fauf[rcl‘md witfherss bte
for the purpose. We much apprehend that a sufficient response from even the whole ?

expected, go as to enable his noble offer to he availed of.

' g 4 reoT 8 th
The offer of Mr. Whitworth mentioned above, has not, we regret to ;&11%7, l]za;lo fqi
effect of inducing others even in a lesser degree to follow hig generous example 5

secutes his calling has to do so often under serious difficulties,
skilful, honest, and industrious, the loss of a boat or mnets will,
loyment, with many chances against his ever again
himself, but also to the immediate community he
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as the special object for which he is willing to subscribe is concerned. Mr. Whitworth
has kindly offered to supplement his first offer by £500 if the remaining £7,500 can be
obtained to complete the £10;000.

We are glad, however, to be enabled to state that to the appeal made by the Inspector
of the district in which the Islands of Boffin and Shark, county Galway, are situated,
there was a generous response towards aiding the great distress which prevailed
amongst the islanders last year. A portion ot the money subseribed has been devoted
to loans to those following fishing towards the purchase of boats and gear.

Many of them were thus enabled to pursue their occupation. There has not been
sufficient time since advances were made to them, to pronounce whether the condition
of re-payment on which they were made will be fulfilled.

The Inspector is also making an effort, which promises to be successful, to raise
a sufficient fund to enable the fishermen of the Claddagh, at Galway, to procure boats and
other appliances for trawling. He proposes, should sufficient funds be subscribed, that
advances should be made on the same conditions as to the fishermen of Boffin and Shark.

According to the Reports by the Inspecting Commanders of Coast-guard from the
twenty-nine divisions with which the coast is divided, a spirit of emigration is said to
exist amongst the fishermen in twenty divisions.  Fisheries improving in seven divisions,
not improving in twenty-two. No conflict between persons pursuing different modes of
fishing in twenty-eight divisions—a dispute in_ one.

: ?“ ishermen peaceable and orderly in twenty-four divisions—no remark on this point
in four. '

Fishing usually combined with farming in twenty-five divisions.

Portions of the coast unguarded, v.e. not visited by the Coast-guard, in fifteen divisions,

The only dispute that occurred between persons pursuing different modes of fishine
was off the Wexford Coast, and of a trifling character, owing to a disagreement between
trawlers and herring fishers.

The conduct of the Irish fishermen, and their amenability to the laws are most praise-
worthy.  Any violation of the peace being usually of a very unimportant nature and
exceedingly rare.

At Kinsale, last summer, a dispute arose between the fishermen engaged in the mackerel
fishing and the buyers, owing to the latter wanting to deduct a commission from the
former, which they had not been in the habit of paying. A violent demonstration took
place against the buyers, in suppressing which the Constabulary were compelled to fire,
and a Manx fisherman was unfortunately shot dead. The abandonment by the buyers
of the contemplated impost restored tranquillity.

- The Coast-guard officer in his report, in allusion to the Irish fishermen, says—¢ Every

one speaks highly of their conduct when on strike.” s

It 1s only right to observe that this riot could be only partially attributed to the Irish
fishermen, as the other fishermen who took an active part in 1t were by far the most
NumMerous.

The highest number of vessels of the following countries engaged in the mackerel
fishing off Kinsale this year was—Manx, 181; English, 42 ; Irish, 98; Scotch,
French, 70. : :

The highest number of vessels engaged in the herring fishing off Howth of the followine
countries was—~Cornish, 182; Irish, 155; Manx, 107 ; Scotch, 54. More detaile?l
ipar{gculars respecting these two branches of the fisheries are given under their respective

heads.

Apart from the principal herring and mackerel fisheries, which may be said to be
copfined to about 300 miles out of a coast line of 2,500, we receive numerous represent-
ations fr(_)m the fishermen that there is a considerable falling off in the amount of fish
fl:equent111g the coast as compared with twenty-five years ago, especially in the descrip-
t1'ons taken by long and short lines. They also state that the fish, particularly the latter
kind, keep further out to sea than formerly. This necessitates the use of ]L:Lrorerc and
better boats, which most of the fishermen being unable to procure, has been one of ‘ﬂl\
causes of the lar.ge abandonment of fishing pursuits going on for some time :
another illustration of the good that might be accomfﬂishbed by loans.

We addressed.an‘ niq_\ulry to the Coast-guard officers amongst the queries sent to them
this year respecting the asserted decrease in quantity of fish, and their keeping farther
out to sea, and as will be seen by their replies, from Page 22 to 33, many of them
confirm this view. _ o

Much other important information respecting the fisheries will be found in the same
place from the Inspecting Commanders, to whom, as well as to the force under them we
stand much indebted for the valuable assistance they always readily afford in the collec’tion
of information, and the judicious enforcement of the laws,

<) .
k]

, and affords
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Tuae Herrine FISHERY.

The capture on the whole was much less than the previous year.
however better.

At Howth, the capture during the summer season of 1873 was 74,632 mease, as against

107,087 in 1872. The highest price obtained in 1873 per mease was £2 0s. 6d., as
against £1 9s. 4d. in 1872. Average price obtained per mease in 1873 £1 2s. 34d.,
do. in 1872, 18s. 13d.

Gross Receipts at Howth in 1873, £83,170 18 6

1872, . . ; ; . © 96855 9 0
n 2» bb )
At Ardglass, 1873, 29,376 mease.
9
2] ig;g: 67:114 2] 32,960 1 3
2 1 22 2 - 'F"
o 1872, 46,513 16 6

? Kilkedl, 1873, 13,690 ,,
1872, 13,500
1873, . : : . : .

7z

12

13,349 16 6

23 EE ER)

As there appears to be a doubt as to the exact sum received in 18

At Arklow, 1873, 41,018 mease.
5 1872, 20,000 , ;
Gross Receipts [ 1873, . . . . . s

2, we omit giving it.
34,841 0 0

MACKEREL FISHERY.

The capture was considerable, amounting to 120,000 boxes of six score each as com-
pared with 60,000 boxes in 1872. ; : P
The prices varied from 6d. to 60s. per siX score. Tlie 110\1\:’ P{;lcet]was OCC&SIOIﬁGC dy
the want of ice at one period, when large quantities had to be thrown overboard ;
fifteen steamboats and sevIe)nteen cutters wgre constantly employed in conveying the fish

i : i i tonnage amounted to 2,309 tons. ,
ST a1 G "s%ligngzfidb;nﬁrﬁish and Irish vessels a large unascertained

Quigtii;ldxitigiaiznt%; ’g]he Trench, which was cured on board and brought to France.

I 1 v -ained by the shermen during
alecu d 1y £20 000 might have bc_aen gainec b. .ﬁ
th(lztelii‘]s; ldca.ylztiastti?i]:iubest pa;'t of the season, while they remained idle on account of
j=)

the dispute with the buyers.

Tur ProcHARD FISHERIES.

7 antities of this fish appear off the south coast there i1s no régular
ﬁs}ﬁ?flﬁ;fgll 1:;1 itttggnr;txlxﬁ;dc to cure them tI"Jor exportation, or even for home consumption
very few are cured, as they appear earlier oif the Irish coast than in Cornwall ; if proper
means were adopted the foreign markets might be supplied before any could be shipped
from Enoland : much money might also be made by extracting oil from this fish.

As stated in our preceding Repotlitlwez structed 11;)‘ersons at Kinsale in the mode of
reparing pilechards reion and home consumption.
E;ZI;? ;I:)nu?‘ {jlﬁ*((:el(l:::él; 1£%§'ef(1nu§h relished, and sold well, but the matter was not followed
up, and the vast shoals of this valuable fish which visit our coast are suffered to pass

without almost an appreciable part being taken compared to what might be.

Line FIsHING,

Thi <hine i laroely followed by fishermen in localities unsuitable for net,
ﬁshiilgsf, I:Egewgfefegiﬁgallsg ol? ll%erﬂng and mackerel do not abound, and by fishermen
elsewhere unable to incur the cost of suitable boats and gear for herring, mackere] and
trawl fishing, ’ P

Owing to the fish not approaching the gshore as cloSP»_ly In many place:g as in 'fc_)rmer
years, many line fishermen from the insufficiency of their boats, and their gnablhty to
_buy suitable ones to oo further out to sea, have either to abandon. the parsuit or follow
1t at great disadvanta-ge. Loans in such instances would be productive of great advantage

both to the fishermen and the public.

TRAWLING.

; ¥ e Wos . L 3 5 .
During the year we relaxed a portion of the restrictions against ura,w]}ng in Waterford
Harbour which we expect will vesult in encouraging enterprise and increase capture,
without injuring those following other modes of fishing.

The prices were

Some of the latter, prepared -

INSPECTORS OF IRISH FISHERIES. 7

The precautions which we have taken for the proper protection of the latter, in every
instance where we have wholly or partially removed the restrictions.which we found
existing against trawling, have had the desired effect, as no unpleasantness has arisen
between persons pursuing other modes of fishing.

The experiments making in Galway Bay, alluded toin our last Report, were obliged to
be suspended in consequence of the removal of the coast guard officer conducting them
to another district. '

OysTER FISHERIES.

During the year we granted eight licences for the cultivation of oysters, making a
total of 125 licensed beds, occupying 18,512 acres.
With regard to them we can only repeat our observations of last year :—

“In the majority of the licences we would be fully justified in withdrawing them, on the ground that the con-
ditions on which they were granted have not been fulfilled, viz., sufficient stocking and proper cultivation. In
many cases there is not even a pretence of doing anything, the licensees contenting themselves with getting
whatever oysters they can off the beds for their private consumption. Some of the liconces embrace hundreds
of acres of foreshore and sea bottom (in one instance nearly 1,800 acres), in the aggregate 17,935 acres, from
which the public are excluded from dredging or picking oysters.

“ We consider that this exclusion should not be continued, unless the conditions alluded to are complied
with.”

The attempts at artificial cultivation, except in very few instances, cannot be said to
be even partially successful.

The return from Arklow shows that the principal natural banks produced last year
13,640 barrels, prices averaging from 18s. to 22s. per barrel of 450, large and small
each ; in 1872 16,000 barrels were taken. 3

From the investigations we made with regard to spatting we found it to have been
very deficient ; in many places there was hardly a sign of spat. As the fall in 1872

was better than for some years before, it will go some way to compensate for what we
may designate the failure of young oysters last season.

Sux Fism or Baskive Suark Fisaery.

These fish mostly frequent the west and north-west coast, but are found occasionally
clsewhere. The islanders of Shark and Boffin, according to the report by Mr. Brady
the Inspector of the district, capture some. g

Formerly thirty or forty are said to have been killed in a season. In 1873 only one was
captured, owing to the defective boats and gear. Nine-ton half-decked boats were
employed in past years in that fishery. Of late years the fishermen wait until the fish
approach the coast, and then go in pursuit in row boats of a poor deseription. A spear
or harpoon attached to a long coil of rope, is used for the capture. 2

From 120 to 150 gallons of oil may be obtained from one fish, this formerly sold at
from £40 to £60 per tun.

The last fish captured measured 294 feet in length and 16 feet in girth, and weighed
about 9 or 10 tons. ~As a portion of the funds raised by Mr. Brady, Inspector of the
district, for the relief of the islanders, has been devoted to providing them with
improved boats and appliances for the capture of the sun fish, it is to be hoped that this
fishing will become more important than it has been for some years past.

HARBOURS.

During the year we recommended that the harbour of Port Oriel, at Clogher Head
county Louth, should be improved and extended. i

That a pier and landing-slip should be constructed at Gortalea
landing-slips made at Greystones, county Wicklow, Malinbee
Inishshark, and Inishboffin, county Galway. 5

\_Ve consider that it would be most desirable to make some chance n the law
which nOW exists with respect to the construction of harbours, a d t

4 ; eSP s if tenders cs
obtained for the work within the amount estimated by the Board of \Vorkcsczﬁgcigc}ﬁ
o)

contributors mMust undertake to pay their proportion of whatever it m i
- . . : 2 a S
in the event of the Board proceeghng with the construction. s s 2o
It is often a matter of great difficulty to induce local parties to subseribe or rate-
payers to charge the barony with their required quota, even where the amount is défined,
but an almost insurmountable ghﬂiculty 18 offered when they are called on, to bind
themselves to meet an unascertained amount, ’
The following hm:bours a,n_d 1Mldlllg‘-pl&ces are 1n course of construction, or are about
to be proceeded with +—Glin, county Limerick ; Courtmasherry, county Cork ; Giles-
quay, county Louth ; Port Oriel, Inishboffin, and Inishshark.

, county Donegal, and
» county Donegal, and at






