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REPORT

INSPECTORS OF IRISH FISHERIES
SEA AND INLAND FISHERIES OF IRELAND
FOR 1899.

TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
GEORGE HENRY, EART, CADOGAN, K.G., K.P,, P.C,
&.C., &U., &C-g

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

We have the honour, in conformity with section 112 of the Act
5 and 6 Vic, eap. 106, to submit our Report for the year 1899,
being the 31st since the Sea and Inland Fisheries of Ireland
were placed under the superintendence of this Department.

THE SEA FISHERIES.

Vessels, Men., and Boys.

We find that 6,690 vessels and hoats were actually engaged in
the Sea Fisheries in 1899, as compared with 6,707 in 1898. This
shows a decrease of 17. There were decreases of 27 in the 1st
class, and 71 in the 3rd, and an increase of S1 in the 2nd class
hoats.

There were 25,388 men and 919 boys employed, showing an
increase on the previous year of 182 men, and o decrease 0? 50
boys. Of the vessels 366 were first class, 3,021 second eclass and
3,303 third class. ] ’

Beam trawling was carried on by 2 steam and 202 sailin
boats. Otter trawling was carried on by 3 steam and 293
sailing boats. Theve were 1,781 men and 72 hoys engaged. Of
these trawlers 339 were under 10 tons, 42 between 10 and 20
tons, 44 between 20 and 30 tons, 18 between 30 and 40 tons
44 between 40 and 50 tons, and 10 over 50 tons. ’

Fishing ljy long lines was carried on by 6,806 men and 154
boys in 55 first-class, 942 second-class, and 805 third-cl

; ass
boats. :
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About 1,030 persons were engaged gathering oysters off the
public beds. .

About 3,846 persons were engaged at the lobster, and 937 at
the crab fisheries. g

About 450 were engaged picking mussels, 240 picking cockles,
and 3,850 in gathering periwinkles.

Details are given in Appendices Nos. 8-16. )

For the number of boats engaged in the mackerel fisheries see

o P ()
Paﬁ‘(}:sefea:.l\]fgrj '57 first class, »54 second class, and 485 th'ird class
boats that did not fish during the year. The reasons given are
similar to those of previous years, namely :—“No crew ”s
“laid up”; “owner employed otherwise”; “used for pleasure "
“not in repair”; “ in carrying trade”; * tender to lightship "

H
. = LM, 5 Aahi .
“broken up, registers cancelled during year” ; “ gave up fishing ”;

ke Bl arew 1 - boats.”
no wear”: “crew in other ,
Si% ﬁrst,and one second class boats from Arklow, and twenty-

five second class boats from Cloghy, attended the Scotch Hel‘l'inb
iR ‘ [rieh Spring Macker

] I ats which attend the Irish Spring llackere]
F;LIII]&ES-.I\%QO{;EI;IZ(PISQdemhlc extent, manned b_y Irish hf;hcrmeﬂ.
“Wey join the boats at the Tsle of Man, and assist at fitting thery

out.
Loans.

&7 We received during the year })19 applications from 138 persong
)  for loans amounting to £268012s. 6d. Of thpse we recommene
2tes Y4 99 to 117 persons, to the amoung of £1,886 10s, 0, "T'he sum

/ “actually issued during the year by the Board of Works was
b s

’i,_ ; £1,962 l””’-! 0d, which of eourse ineluded some loans recom-
/ . menderd dllﬂﬁg the previous year.

Of the £20,000 reserved by the Purchase of Land and Con-
pested Districts (Ireland) Act, 1891, for administration by us in
non-congested districts, the sum of £22,947 18s. 4. was advanced
up to the 31st December, 1899. The promissory notes signed to
gecure principal and interest amouunted to £24781 4s. 24. The
repayments were £16,350 0s. Od.; the outstanding notes nof
arrived at maturity, £8,142 9s. 10d. The arr(?ars on the
£24,781 4s. 2d. consisted of £288 14s. 4d., of which £91 1s. 0d.
is considered irrecoverable. It will be thus seen that the bad
debts are only about 7s. 4d per £100,

On 31st December, 1899, the Fund stood thus :——

; ] £ s
Government Stock, , . . 14000 0 0O
Cash, ) ’ ; 3047 9 7
Outstanding Promissory Notes not )

yet arrived at maturivy, . . 8142 9 10
Arrears (excluding £91 is. 04, con-

sidered irrecoverable), | . 197 13 4

Further particulars in connection with these loan transactions
will be found in Appendix, No, 18, pages 98-101.
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Paers and Harbowrs.

In our Report for the year 1894 we gave a return relating to
worlks under the Sea Fisheries (Ireland) Act, 1883 (46 and 47 Vie.,
c. 26), up to the 31st March, 1895. In 1899-1900 the salaries of
the Engineering Staff’ amounted to £313.

Quantity of Fish Landed.

According to the returns we have received from those places
around Ireland from which we have been able to obtain infor-
mation, the total value ot the sea fish (including shell-fish, but
excluding salmon), landed in Ireland in 1899, was £460,368, a-
compared with £392,587 in 1808—an increase of £67,781.

We have not statistics of the total amount of salmon captured
in Ireland; but the quantity reported to us as having been ex-
ported to nine of the principal English markets, computed at the
Liverpool price (£9 per box of 150 1bs.), would be worth £492,05+.

Of the pollen caught in Lough Neagh that exported is esti-
mated to value £3,224.

For our review of the Statistics of Sea Fish see page 10.

The Spring Maclkerel Fishery.

The first month of the spring mackerel season in 1899 was
very stormy, there being but few nights in April when fishing
was possible ; nevertheless, the general result was that the total
capture for the season, viz,, 20,230 tons, was the largest on
record. This represented a money value of £110,185 paid for
the fish to the fishermen. Of this 20,230 tons the largest portion
of the fish were despatched in ice to the English markets by
direct steamers where possible, and from the more remote ports
by rail to Dublin, thence by the London and North-Western
boats to Holyhead. The remainder of the fish, except a small
quantity sold in Irish towns, was packed in 18,584 barrels, and
despatehed as pickled mackerel to America. Never before was
such a large quantity of the spring mackerel cured for the
American market, and the effeet of this new development was
to cause the prices to keep up to a much later date than usu.l.
This caused the large boats to continue fishing longer, and th::
contributed to make the total output of the fishery rveach the
above high figures. The takes of individual boats were in som
instances abnormal—shots of 16,000 to 20,000 tish per night
being recorded.

At Castletown-Bere the take was again the highest, nine
chartered steamers being employed to run the fish to Enoland,
Valentia showed the next best fishing.  The mackerel from this
port, except the 1,200 barrels cured for Ameriea, was all sent b
the Great Southern and Western Railway, vie the North Wall,
to the English markets. On the Galway coast the stations
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opened by the Congested Districts Board have gone on improving,
and a station was opened by that Board for the first time last
spring on the Mayo coast, whence the fish was despatched by the
\L’%idlland Great Western Railway from Achill Sound to the North

all.

The figures given above do not include the many thousands of
pounds which were paid to the members of fishermen’s families
employed in the pickling and packing of the fish.

The following are the numbers of Irish boats engaged in the
Spring mackerel fishery, in 1899 :—

Irish, 1st Class, > P " 207
» 2nd - , ’ ; 273
» ord 1 . 5 i 934
,, unregistered, . : . 1

The following are the approximate number of boats belonging
to other nationalities engaged :—

English, . " . " 34
Scotch, . ; F . 23
Manx, I . ; 164
French, . : ’ . 67

See also Appendix No 3, page 44.

Autumn Mackerel Fishery.

The autumn mackerel fishing for 1899 shows a very re!nm-ka.ble
advance on previous year. 66,167 barrels were cured‘ for export
to America, compared with 43,287 barrels in 1898, Theamount
actually landed, including that which was sold fresh as well as
what was cured, was 11,020 tons—representing a money value to
the fishermen of £91,898.

Along the north coast of the Berebaven peninsula are a
number of small creeks, from which the fishing is carried on by
row boats. This proved the most important centre of the trade,
and the fishermen 1n this one locality earned between them
£21,137.

The whole of the west coast is rapidly coming under the
influence of this trade ; but a new departure was made this year
on the east eoast, 150 barrels of mackerel having been cured by
one enterprising firm at Howth.  During the autumn fishing a
large American fishing schooner crossed the Atlantic for the pur-
pose of joining in the tishing in the Berchaven District. tler
crew cured 353 harrels, with which she sailed to Liverpool,
whence her cargo was dispatched by steamer to the United
States. On her return to the Irish coast the captain was pro-
secuted for tishing in territorial waters; but while proceedings
were pending his schooner was totally lost on the rocks oft
Derrynane.  From American advices received the success of the
fishing was not such as to induce a repetition of the venture,

Inspectors of Irish Fisheries. 9

The American prices continue to be renumerative, and although
the local Amervican wmackerel fishing showed a considerable
increase in 1899, and the imports from Ireland were greater than
ever, the prices ruled strong, which augurs well for the con-
tinuance of a trade of such immense importance to this
country.

The following are the numbers of Irish boats attending this
fishery in 1899 :—

Irish, 1st Class, . . . . 149
5 2nd i . . . . 576
»  ord . . . . 1,425
,, unregistered, : . ; 18

The following are the approximate numbers of boats belonging
to other nationalities engaged :—

English, . : ; : ; 70
Manx, . . 25

See also Appendix No. 4, page 48.

Herving Fisheries.

The herring fishing of the year 1899 was prosecuted at
Kinsale in the spring by a number of boats from the east coast
of Scotland, and in the summer and autumn by local boats on
various portions of the coast. The amount captured did not
differ very much fram that of 1848: but the value shows a
considerable improvement—viz, £97,096 for 1899, as compared
with £69,536 for 1598, The autumn fishing in  Waterford
Harbour was carried on by all kinds of boats on an extensive
scale, but the most remarkable development was the herring
fishing in Trawenagh Bay on the Donegal coast.  In this sh;nllm?r
hay chicfly, and in two or three other erecks, all in the distriet of
which Burton Port is the centre, about 6,311 tons of herrines
were landed, worth to the fishermen £24,123. This fishine ‘.VZ;:

rosecuted by row boats, the crews in some cases sh:u‘ingaover
£100 per man for three months’ tiching, A large portion of the
take at 'l‘l‘;l\\'en:!gll. was earted and dospzltuhmll fresh from the
railway station at Fintown.,  Some were kippered by an l']nn']isl;
curer at Burton Port, and the balance weve salted down :Llldbb'(;!nt
oft by steamers to Glasgow 21‘]1(_1 Liverpool.

Complaints were made of drvift net fishing in daylight, by
hoats in Waterford Harbour. A number of fishermen wore in
consequence prosecuted at the lueal Petty Sessions Court, and
fined. In this case the statute law imposes a condition w,hich
the fishermen say presses severely on the industry, because, as
most of the steamers plying from Waterford arrive and leave at
night, it is much safer tor them to fish in the daytime.
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Review of Statistics of Fish (cxzcluding Salmon) Landed.

Aceording to the returns we have received from those places
around Ireland from which we have been able to obtain informa-
tion, the total quantity of sea fish (other than shell fish) captured
in 1899 was 1,209,729 cwts.,, valued at £404,142. In 1898 the
corresponding figures were 1,190,623 cwts., and £343,036. The
former, therefore, shows increases of 19,106 cwts. and £61,106.

The following figures will show at a glance a comparison of
the takes on the different coasts during the two years:—

—_ Cwis. Value.
£
North Coast, 1899, . 160,070 35,941
” 1898, : 72,260 16,637
East Coast, 1809, : 130,847 71,003
» 1898, 2 177,157 69,281
South Coast, 1899, - 528,758 163,857
s 1898, : 610,013 134,018
West Coast, 1899, . 390,054 133,341
o 1898, : 331,193 123,100

The average price per cwt. in 1890 was about 6s. 8d., as com-
pared with 5. 9d. in the previous year.

Juding shell-fist al value for 1800 was 0 ,
fognlcégg%% ')?387 h, the total valug for 1899 was £460,368, and

f/u?‘bot.—r[‘hc total capture of turbot in 1800 was 1,486 cwtfj.,
yalued at £5380, as compared with 1,958 cwts., value £7,160, 1
1898, ) ? ?

The average price in 1899 was about £3 12s. 5d. per cwt., and
in 1898 £3 12s. 14d. per cwt,

Soles—The total capture of soles in 1899 was 3,317 cwts,

Vﬂ.]u(:fl ab £1218{)U: as compare 1 . 2 . r;[ Od at
£10.920, in 1808, pared with 3,202 cwts., valu

The average price in 1899 wag ahout £3 17 -ewt., and In
1898 £3 8s. 24d. per cwt. it s

Imspectors of Irish Fisheries. 11

Herrings—The total capture of herrings in 1899 was 427,382
cewts., valued at £97,096.

In the previous year the total capture was 464,318 cwts, and
the total value £69,537.

The average price in 1899 was about 4s. 61d. per ewt., and in
1898 about 3s. per ewt.

Cod.—The total eapture of cod in 1899 was 33,842 cwts.,
valued at £17,493, as compared with 52,121 ewts, valued at
£19,963, in 1898.

The average price per ewt. in 1899 was about 10s. 4., and in
1898 about 7s. Sd.

Ling.—The total capture of ling in 1899 was 16,557 cwts,
valued at £8,402, as comparved with 17,977 ecwts,, valued at
£7,766, in 1898,

The average price per cwt. in 1899 was about 10s. 2d., and
in 1898 about 8s. 7id.

Huddoek.—The total capture of haddock in 1899 was 16,305
cwts., valued at £14,152,

In the previous year the total capture was 23,517 ewts., and
the total value £13,630.

The average price in 1899 was about 17s. 4. per cwt., aud in
1898 about 11s. 7d.

Whiting.—The total capture of whiting in 1899 was 12,982
cwts., valued at £8,220, as compared with 10,824 cwts.,, valued
ab £5,669, in 1898.

The average price per ewt. in 1899 was about 12s. 8d., and in
1898 about 10s. 5id.

S]wats.—The total eapture of sprats in 1899 was 2,882 cwts.,,
valued at £431.

In the previous year the total capture was 1,627 cwts., valued
at £184.

The average price per cwt., in 1899 was about 3s, and in
1898 about 2s. 3d.

Maclkerel—The total capture of mackerel in 1899 was €24,909
cwts., valued at £202,085.

In the previous year the total capture was 528,001 cwts.
valued at £164,491. s

The average price per ewt. in 1899 was about 6s. 53d., and in
1898 about 6s. 3d.

Halee—The total capture of hake in 1899 was 15877 cwts,
valued at £8,007, as compared with 25636 cwts., valued at
£10,974, in 1898.

The average price per cwt. in 1899 was about 10s. 1d., and in
1898 about 8s. 7d.
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Other Einds (not shell fish).—The total capture in 1899 was
54,100 cwts., valued at £30,076, as compared with 61,442 cwts.,
valued at £32742, in 1898.

The average price per cwt. in 1899 was about 11s. 14d., and

in 1898 about 10s. 8d.

Shell Fish.

Oysters.—We estimate that about 38,659 hundreds of oysters
were taken off the public beds in 1899, and that the value thereof
was £6,804. The figures for the previous year were 19,819
hundreds and £3,559.

From the private beds, so far as we have been able to obtain
returns, about 23,349 hundreds of oysters were lifted. The value
of these is estimated at £3,027. The figures for the previous
year were 32,042 hundreds and £4,960.

See also Appendices No. 13, p. 89, and No. 22, p. 130.

Lobsters—We estimate that about 101,480 dozcns‘ of lobsters
were captured in 1899, and that their value was £32,664. The
figures for the previous year were 89,340 dozens and £29,177.

See also Appendix No. 10, p. 80.

Crabs.—We estimate that about 24,640 dozens of erabs Sreke
taken in 1899, and that their value was about £1,841. The
figures for the previous year were 28,959 dozens pnds L2 LsD,

See also Appendix No. 11, p. 84.

Mussels—We estimate that the weight of the mussels feaken
this year was about 665 tons, and that the value thereof wyg
about £958. The previous year's figures were 879 tons anq
£1,103. See also Appendix No. 14, p. 92.

Coclles.—We estimate that about 60,302 gallons of cockles
were picked in 189, and that their value was about £1,762. The
figiires for the previous year were 61,725 gallons and £1,687. See
also Appendix No. 15, p. 93.

Periwinliles—We estimate that the weight of periwink!es
taken this year was somewhere about 2,068 tons, and that the
value thereof was £7,457. The figures for the previous year
were 1,945 tons and £6,779. See also Appendix No. 16, p- 94

Shaimps.—Shrimping is not largely followed around the Irish
coast. The cases mentioned in Appendix No. 12, page 88, are the
only ones in which we have reports that shrimps have been
taken. We estimate the value at about £813. 'Uhe figure for
the previous year was £125,

The to’_w,l value of the shell fish as furnished in the returns
for 1899 is estimated at £56,226, as against £49,651 in 1898.

See Appendix No, 1, p. 38,
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Casualties.

The number of fishermen who lost their lives while actually in
pursuit of their calling was thirty-one, as compared with fourteen
in the previous yeur 1‘11.0 numl_m-_\\.'ho lost their lives while
conveying sea-weed, provisious, materials, &c., and when engaged
in other work not nnmu_hatolj,' connected with fishing, was eight,
as cmup;u‘cd with three m the previous year.

Three first, seven sccgun!: and two third-class boats were lost
this year while eng&'ﬁ“d 1n h"!”“ga as Comlml‘t‘t]_“-'ltll five second
and three thivd-class, respectively, in the previous year. Four
first and three S.fzt_tr)ll‘!‘ﬂl"-“h‘ boats were seriously damaged. One
second, and one third-class boats were lost while engaged in pur-

suits other than fishing.

The following ave the particulars of the Casualties as furnished
by the Coast Guard Officers at the various Stations: —

From Ringsend Station.—Two first-class sailing trawlers col-
lided off Kingstown on the 9th February, 1899. One vessel was

A collision also occurred in the River Liffey on the

ast, between a steamship and a first-class sailing
by the latter was damaged.

From Upper Cove (Kinsale) Station.—On I4th October, 1898,
a yawl, with a crew of four men, was lost in a gale which sprung
suddenly from the south-east. The boat was afterwards dis-

up
C‘E‘.Umd a total wreek on the rocks near Old Head.

From Castletownsend Station.—A first-class fishing boat was
run down by a steamship off’ Castletownsend, on the 3rd June,
1899, The crew were saveil,

From Baltimore Station—One fisherman was drowned at the
end of Baltimore Pier while endeavouring to ‘gct into a bt.)nt on the
1Gth November 1898.  During the gale of the 3rd April, 1894, a
first-class fishing vessel dragged her anchor, and became a total
wreck on the rocks under the Coast Guard Station; and a first-
clags fishing vessc‘l was also damaged by collision durill]g the
same gale. One fisherman was also washed overboard from g
tishing vessel on the 30th May, 1899, and drowned.

damaged.
12th August, ]
trawler, where

From Schull Station.—A second-class boat was capsized in
Dunmanus Bay on the 22nd September, 1899, and her erew of

six men were drowned. The boat was lost.

From Ballycrovane Station.—One fisherman was knocked
overboard from a second-class boat and drowned, on the 29th
June, 1899,

From Ballydonegan Station—Oun the 18th October, 1898, a
second-class fishing boat was overtaken by a heavy sea which
swamped her  Another boat came to her rescue, and saved five
out of her crew of six men. '
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From Portmagee Station.—Two fishermen fell overboard from
a boat crossing from Portmagee to Corobeg, on Valentia Island,
on the 26th December, 1898, and were drowned.

From Knightstown Station.—Four fishermen were drowned
on the night of the 12th April, 1899. Their boat was picked up
off Dohilla (Valentia Island), with the mackerel nets still
attached. Their bodies were not recovered.

From Smerwick Station.—On 26th April, 1899, a canoe laden
with mackerel was capsized by a heavy sea when trying to enter
Brandon Creek ; two of her crew were drowned, a third escaped
by swimming to shore. It is supposed that the canoe was over-
laden. On the 16th May another canoe was capsized off’ Bally-
david Head. Her crew of three were drowned. The canoe, with
nets attached, and the bedy of one of her crew, were afterwards
picked up on the Clare coast.

From Kileredane Station.—A first-class fishing vessel was
driven against the New Quay at Carrigaholt by the gale of the
Gth April, 1899, and was seriously damaged.

From Ballyvaughan Station—On 23rd November, 1898, a
fisherman, while casting bis dredge on the Kilcolgan (Galway
Bay) oyster beds, fell overboard, and was drowned.

From Hpiddal Station.—On the 3rd October, (898, a fisherman
belonging to a sailing trawler at anchor off Galway, observed
that the small boat was adrift. He endeavoured to regain it by
swimming, but was drowned in the attempt hefore assistance
could reach him. L

From Costello Bay Station.—In the Spring a fishernan of Shark
Island was drowned, owing to his canoe, which was heavily laden

]witi;;h sea-weed, having been caught in a stquall.  The canoe was
OSU.

From North Arran Station—A first-class fishing vessel dragged
her anchor in Killeany Bay during a gale on 371:11 Decelrcl,ber,
1898, and became a total wreck off Black Head, Co. Clare.
None of her crew was on board at the time,

From Clifden Station.—A fisherman was drowned at Inishturk,
on 31st December, 1898, while endeavouring to salve a plank of
wood. His body was not recovered.

From Blacksod Point Station.—A second-class boat was lost
at Achill Quay in May, 1899, having been fouled by a hooker
which dragged her anchor during a gale.

From Inniscrone Station..—()wing to the sinking of a small
boat in which he was returning from Barter’s Island, a fisherman
was drowned in the River Moy on the 16th March, 1899.
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From Pm‘t}mo Station.—On 12th November, 1898, a {hird-class
yawl was driven by a gale on the rocks at Carrickiad Point
and beeame a total wreek. ' J

From Burtonport Station.—On the 10th April, 1899, two fisher-
men were drowned, owing to their boat having been capsized in a
squall when returning from Arranmore Island (where tlxe)} lmcll
landed a passenger) to Burtonport. The boat, a second-class
one, was subsequently recovered, and repaired.

17.'1'0111 Mulroy Station—A fisherman was knoeked overboard
while lowering the mainsail of his boat on the 11th November
1898, and was drowned. ’

From Moyi][e Station.—A second-class boat was totally wrecked
at her moorings in a gale on 27th December, 1898. None of her
crew was on board at the time.

From CGreencastle Station—On the 23rd November, 1898, 2
sccond-class fishing boat capsized oft Inishowen Liéhthou’se
Three of hier crew were drowned. The boat was damaced and
has not been used since. Bke.

From Portrush Station.—A second-class fishing boat foundered
near the Tuns Bank on the 19th May, 1899, “Her crew wer:g
gaved. During a gale in September, 1899, a second-class boat
carried away her moorings in Portrush Harbour, and beea
total wreek. ' .

From Poi't, Fa-]]intoy Station.—A second-class boat, while at
anchor in the harbour, was broken up by a storm on j
September, 1899. P b} on the 18th

From Cushendall Station.-——A second-class boat broke from
her moorings during a gale on the 17th October, 1898, drove
ashore, and was badly damaged.

From Portaferry Station—A second-class boat was run into
and sunk during a dense fog on the 6th July, 1899. One of her
crew was drowned, and another died shortly afterwards from tl
effeets of injuries received in the collision. -

From Greenore Sta-tlon.—'A fisherman was drowned on the Tth
August, 1899, by the upsetting of a punt in which he wa; :

. Was coming

ashore from a fishing vessel. S



16 Report of the

SALMON FISHERIES.

General Observations.
The total capture of salmon during the year 1899 was areater
than that of the preceding year. . .
The reports from the local Boards of Conservators (see A ppr‘}ull X
No. 81) show an improved condition of things in ter uf_the
districts. The state of the fisheries therein is shortly deseribed
as follows :— _ Ay ‘ ot
Bantry and Killarney, “ improving in 1829 ” :.Gul‘wny, no1
good—slightly improving”; Connemara, “good in Sereeb anc
Lower Costelloe; fair in Goula and Upper Costelloe ; bad on
other rivers”; Ballinakill, “ better than last year ”; Ballina, *“1m-
provement on preceding year”; Letterkenny, “fai_rly”gof_ltd—
slight improvement ”; Londonderry, *fair—improving ;“(JOIC*
raine, “slight improvemeut on last year”; Ballycastle, ©con-
siderable improvement on previous year.” ‘
From the remaining fourteen districts the reports are as
follows :— iy
Dublin, “not good — declining”: Wexford, ¢ declinimg ;
Waterford, “not satisfactory — declining”; Lismore, “poor
capture below average, declining”; Cork, “fair, declining .
Bandon, “declining”; Sklbber_een,' “declining very much 73
Kenmare, “fair, declining ’i;_leen_ck, “unsatisfactory, ]’:(j](?\v
the average ” ; Sligo, “declining ”; Ballyshannon, “very htLle.
change, not improving”; Dundalk, “netting not so g()’otl as
previous year”; Drogheda, © declining.”  Tn the Bangor district
the state of the fisheries was described as « fair, nearly as good
as previous year.” _ 8
Offences against the fishery laws appear to be still gcneh;. tY
on the decrease ; although in the Kenmare district the BOl'lf.:fil’,}f
river was poisoned five times with the weed known as “sput .‘:.b J
and the Sheen and Sneem rivers once each by the same mc.u']\..
In the Killarney district the Brown Flesk was, “on th'lpg
oceasions, poisoned with lime.  There Was one ease r:f l)(’?lﬁ(_'lllf)llll?
by spurge in the Bandon District, and one in the Cork district; L.
it is reported by the Clerks to the respective Boards that VErY
little damage was done. ' I
Gireat injury to the salmon and trout fisheries of Treland is cat el
by [)Oisoning. V\_Te have alre:_i.dy on 1'1'1_01’6 than one occa:anly
suggested legislation to dea! w1t_11 this offence ; and we can © %
reiterate what we have said, viz, that this entire qqcstu?u o
poisoning in its diffevent branches calls urgently for lcglshutlnlj:u
Artificial propagation has been extensively ca,rmed_ on, as Wi
be seen by the reports furnished to us which we pu])llteh hercf_n-
An interesting experiment was made at Waterville during
the past winter, which is of importance as showing that th'(: I!ll“:
of salmon can be easily transmitted from place to place for the
purpose of crossing the breeds, if such be found desirable. A male
fish was taken on the Upper Cmmneragh, but no female could be
got. The milt was taken from the male and careful]y:bottfed
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for a week, when a female was captured. The reserved milt
was then used on the ova, and the young fish are now out and
well.

There is practically no salmon discase in Ireland. In the
River Bush, in the County of Antrim, where it has existed for
some years, it is reported as having almost died out.

The number of rod licences issued was 2,427, compared with
2,715 in 1895,  As to engines used in the tidal waters by
fishermen wio fish on common law rights, the number of draft
net licences issued was 790, a deercase of 22 on the previous
year; and drift nets, 362, also showing a decrease of 42.

The total amount reccived by Boards of Conservators for
ricences in 1899 was £9821 15s. The total ten per cent. rate
collected on the poor law valuations of fisheries was £958 3s.
Fines, and the sale of forfeited engines, produced £670 0s. 1d.,
and subseriptions came to £1,102 6s. 2d. The grand total
was £12,552 4s. 3d.,as comparad with £13,011 12s. 10d. in
1898.

Abstracts of Accounts of monies received and disbursed by
Boards of Conservators will be found in Appendix No. 30, page
177 ; the substance of Salmon Fishery By-Laws at present in
force in Appendix No. 23, page 136; and the dates of the exist-
ing Close Seasons in Appendix No. 24, page 160.

Artificial LPropagation.— Reports.

We have received the following reports of the opevations
carried on at the several Hatchevies at work during the season of
1899 :—

Wexrorp Districr,

 Newtownbarry,
“ Febroary 14, 1900,

“Dpar Siz, —~Tn reply to your inquiry relative to the salmon
hatchery here, I beg to state that during the close season of 1899.-1900
200,000 salmon ova were put in the ]1:1U:hcry, a considerable number
of which are already hatchied out, and the remainder ave in a forward
state of incubation,

“So far the present is the most successful season which we have had,

the proportion already hatched out being about 98 per cent. of the ova
put .

“ T am, Sir,
“Yours obediently,

“ Joun Sim,
“M. P. Dowling, Tsq.”
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