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REPORT

INSPECTORS OF IRISH FISHERIES

ON THE

SEA AND INLAND FISHERIES OF IRELAND, FOR 1879,

10 HIS EXCELLENCY FRANCIS THOMAS DE GREY, EARL COWPER, K.G
&e., &, &c. g

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND

May it PLEASE YOUR EXGELLENCY,

We have the honour, in conformity with the 112th sec, of . ;
106, to submit our Report for the year 1879, being the el&émtlﬁhseinscgl t&nd 6th Vic., cap.

Fisheries of Ireland have been placed under the superintendence of tlllli: %?Pi?glu}; lzmd
nt.

SeA FIsHERILS,

The Returns received from the Coast Guard show that i \
engaged in fishing for sale belonging to this country Wa;nSlSS‘iz e S vessels
of 20,449 men and 820 boys. ,834, with erews consisting
Of the above, 1,756 vessels, 6,304 men, and 421 hovs. ay _
. 1ino,—the remainder, viz., 4,078 vessels, 14 1451303 8, are §h0wn as solely encaced in
fishing, > 14, men and 399 boys, as only nacia
0 eng&g%‘-t compared with those fi i Yy partially
hese e urns, as pa_re W1 (?Se or 1878, 5 RGN e
'113;1 and 14 boys engaged in the Sea Fisheries of 11-;1&3‘?: an increase of 75 vessels—599
MW e believe the foregoing figures to be as nearly correct as. under axierin
it is possfple to give them. The difficulty of securi :0"111?(1?1 existing circum.-
r great, but this has been fully referred to in ouy Armidy ﬁno 1‘e lable statistics are
vty 511 be seen that for the last three yoars (via,, since wo hung g o/
qecure greater accuracy in the collection of statistics) th:‘ f_fegla:de special efforts
¢ steady increase in the number of vessels and persons emplo ,hdln_s show; a_ slow
o little doubt, but that when the contemplated extensli)on} ef :-m‘ sea fishing ;
ommodation, now about to be commenced, is carried oyt - thatz pler and harbour
Bos :d increase may be looked for. 2 more '_Cl?lQlded and
M4 is satisfactory to note that the conduct of the fishermen sénerally has bi
nd with the exception of an outrage committed in Bantry Bay 1 }y 1(;0'41 ?I;lgood;
a on EWO trawl boats—no complaints have reached us during the year 1 fishermen
W Tt appears that on the 21st October two trawlers—one from Cork
Dingle——-had been trawling in Bantry Bay. These vessels were bo
ome local boats, their trawl cut away and their rigging damaced, and Hon 4
:hre&ts of some of the attagkmg party, for a time there appe&m(\’lj t-L; be considernbﬁ
dan%er cilzh?ntm (E?ey would sink them. However, eventually, they left without do.mg
further damagc. . : ol § i
Great jealo%sy exists against strangers trawling in Bantry Bay—wmore particul
¢rammel net fishing is extensively carried on there.
~ A gur-boat was imynechately sent to preserve order in the locality, and althoueh for o
time considerable excitement prevailed, there has been no repetition of the offence.
A number of the men who were 1dentified as having taken part in the outrace were
arraigned before the J udges at the Cork Spring Assizes. They pleaded guicl:ty, and
A2

» the other from
arded by the'crews of

arly as
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threw themselves on the mercy of the Court, stating at the same time, that they had
made all the reparation in their power by recovering and restoring the trawl. Under
the circumstances they were released without punishment, bail only being required for
their good conduct for twelve months. )

On several occasions when making our Annual Reports, we have brought under notice
the expression of our opinion, that very great benefit would arise if we had attached to
this department a properly equipped vessel—to enable us to carry out experiments in
fishing—and for the discovery of new fishing grounds. _ .

We feel that we should neglect our duty, if we failed again to revert to the subject,
and we respectfully urge it upon the consideration of your Excellency. .

A vessel of the kind referred to, adapted to different kinds of fishing, and with a
sufficient number of fishermen amongst the crew, skilled in all the various modes of
their craft, would prove invaluable ; not only in looking out for new fishing grounds off
our coasts, but also in instructing the local fishermen in the latest and most approved
methods of capturing the various kinds of fish.

GALwAY Dav.

Although complaints have reached us to the effect that the trawlers ran foul of and
carried away some of the fishing lines yet no complaints that the opening up of the bay
for trawling has resulted in a reduced capture of fish by the line fishermen have been
received, and it is understood that they have had a most satisfactory season’s fishing.

If trawlers run foul of and carry away lines they should be compelled to pay for the
loss and damage, and the law is sufficient to secure this if the parties aggrieved will only
summon the offenders.

Trawling off the Fast Coast.

During the month of June we held public inquiries at Kingstown, Howth, Balbriggan,
Clogher Head, Dundalk, and Newcastle, to ascertain whether or not the Bye-Laws in
force should continue, or whether or not it would be advisable to repeal or modify
them.

These Bye-Laws are three in number—the first, d
trawling in Dublin Bay. : o 5 ‘

The second, dated 14th February, 1851, prohibiting trawling \_Vlthlll a line from the
Nose of Howth to the eastern point of St. Patrick’s Island (Skerries), thence to Clogher
Head, thence to Dunany Point, and thence to Cranfield Pgmt,_ in the County Down. :

The third, dated 3rd December, 1851, prohibiting trawling in Dundrum BaY_- : d: d

At the first inquiry, held at Kingstown, no evidence was brought forwardl, Tif)l; 1L Ee ,
was any desire manifested on the part of the trawling community, to repea t FRETRIR mq
restrictions in regard to Dublin Bay ; and as the line fishermen, of whomw there ISL““ e
derable number, attach very great importance to the maintenance of the Bye-Law, we
deemed it inexpedient to make any change. _

With regard to the second Bye-Law--at the 1
Clogher Head—those interested in trawling were s i : : 1
appeared by the evidence; that outside the present limitsa larger quantity o linc
unmarketable fish are captured, than would be in the shallower waters where .tritlw lgg
is now prohibited. This was explained by the statel}lent that in easterly win S te
small immature fish keep off shore to a considerable distance. il oty

At Clogher Head strong opposition was made by the line fishermen, o "lvt]}?nt} _f1‘>1?
is a good number, against the removal of the restrictions, a_nd they ur‘g‘eil e at 1f’ the
trawl boats are permitted to cruise on the ground where trawling is now prohibited, they
would be driven to the Poor House. e

At inquiries of this kind the evidence is generally of an exa-gg?mted chamcte;', and
it is exceedingly difficult to ascertain the true state of things ; but it was clearly shown,
that before the enactment of the Bye-law of 1851 more fish were taken along th_b‘ CU"“f
than since, and a larger number of trawlers were then in existence. PR v

The Clogher trawlers generally fish from 1st April to 1st November, when most of
the line men are away engaged in herring fishing, and it was shown that at certamn times
very good marketable fish could be taken with the trawl, which are seldom ‘3_3'98']1‘3
with line and hook. o

After a very careful consideration of the subject, w ; : n 1
would be advisable to remove the restrictions against trawl fishing, in certain Iocal}tlgs
where trawling may be carried on with advani?aae. It did not appear to us that the
operations of the trawl would at all seriously diminish the quantity of fish to be taken
by the line fishermen ; on the contrary, in other places where restrictions have been

ated 10th October, 1842, prohibiting

nquiries at Howth, Balbriggan, and
trongly in favour of its repeal, and it

o came to the conclusion that it

INSPECTORS OF IRISH FISHERIES 5

removed, it has been found that the line men have been more successful than previously
. . 2
and as reported by the Royal Commissioners of 1863 on the Sea Fisheries ~— '

“ For the community at large we believe it would be better that the line fishermen should be restricted to

ground on which the trawlers cannot work, even if not quite so profitably, than that tr:
prohibited working on any ground which is suitable to them.” ; - e bg

No doubt the trawlers do occasionally run foul of and carry away lines, but this will

seldom happen if they are properly buoyed and marked 1
‘ g as 1n most cases t ;
can then avoid them. , A

Havine come to the conclusion s > referr : 2
s e T nvl'_lbovff‘z referred to, we framed the following Bye-law
Loy ] rawiing from Howth, county Dublin, to Dunany Point
3

county Louth, and this Bye-law is now awaitine th - ;
the Privy Council. g the decision of Your Eixcellency and

“TRAWLING—EAST COAST.

“ Bye-law.

“Whereas by a Bye-law, bearing date the 14th
y , g ds day of February, 1851, it w pret] .
. c;t}[][‘he 1{51% of rtl-av:-‘lal?ts 13‘ hereby prohibited at all times on “»n‘—;, ’pnrt oi' }Gi;l\e\ 'le ‘1;100; ;dt(i:le tii?llgf)‘vs,f\%z. —
outh, and Down, within, or to the westward of the limit formed. as follows, numely, by a ‘itl“'tit&f: 1(1‘)}10 {Ibhnj
55 00 ¥, by a straig drawn

from the Nose of Howth to the Eastern Point of St. Patricl i i

from the Eastern 1’0'11}‘( of St Patriek’s Tsland (Slx’(}lfii:;,l(li];lS’clIlzl‘czlc;iln(‘csylL (()‘;'U]L)?li)in ﬂ;C c(c;;lnty ot Dubli.n, and

county of Lmlt:h, and from said Clogher Head to Dunany Point in the count Bl Og,‘her He_ad, in the

Point to Cranfield Point, in the county of Down.’ coumsyat outh fand b el Dyt

“ Now, in pursuance of the powers and authorities in us v ; i

the above l‘ccllteELB)"e-l?‘_\\'_ as prohibits trawling at all times ‘iiti(‘zi’in“grdt% ltlﬁlee}\)\‘e:‘c?zfcll mfl‘ dtlres?'nd' ot

fO.lloW“is name ){’ Yy a stfmght 1111_(: drawn from the Nose of Howth to the Enster;l Plo' fo f S]e Hm? ffgl‘llle(l =

(Skerries), in the county of Dublin, and from the Eastern Point of St. Patrick’s Tfslqndnzél(')em lte:g)ﬁ:ng{ P
sle Lerries), m the county

of Dublin, to Clogher Head, in the county of Touth i

4 , and fr a k " : i

county of Louth, and the same is hereby repealed and l,;::(inﬂleoc{nq cscqc:gdi(nj}g?rhm Head to Dunany Point in the
¢ aly.

¢« And in lieu thereof we do hereby make and i
. e ¥y make and ordain the followine Bye.l v which it i ibi
is hereby )P?Oiulb”‘t:d: to 1};50 any trawl-net within the limits named ab}()veml‘:(l).ivc?;fusjll ltli*S Pl‘Ohlbalted, l'tlldnit
Dunany Point, between the 1st day of November in each year and the 1st of M ay 1;1 tll:: 3eosef0f1 (')th} ¥
3 ay rear following.’
t=0

With regard to the third Byelaw, prohibiting traw
evidence was given in favour of 1ts repeal, and as the loc
the removal of the restrictions we 'did not fee] th

with 1t.

ling in Dundrum Bay, as no
al fishermen were opposed to
at 1t was necessary to interfere

OvstEr Fisnerips,

7ith reference to th 1 - f : :
\.Nlth refer _. 10 public oyster fisheries nothin
which deserves special notice, except as r
the counties of Wicklow and Wexford,
Having received a memorial from a laroe number of persons i

tension of the dredeing s = persons at Arklow, praying for

an ex A e e Season, to enable the fishermen to dredee during th
month o ay on banks alleged to contain ovsters situated ide Bl
fished, and which memorial wasg strongly recommended b tlk‘ L'i' Outl&(]}de Al by
g e e X 8 ‘ Y the Ltown Commissioners

. e ) m
We deemegl. it ad_n_abllu to ?;PPI) for a Government cutter to be placed at olflil 0]1}018.

for a short time, in order that experiments in dredging mioht be L'-1 L Ra
supel'intendence of her officers. The allecations in thg mtf,amoq 1 t(,{_maﬁe A
S gat: rial set forth tl rsters
were to be found on these beds, that they could only be dredeed in fine w mf} e
during the long days, and that it was most desirable that tﬁi‘i concessi “e&].ler Bl
made, as, from the very unsatisfactory condition of Arklow Harbour ti?(? l? 1Otuld s
often unable to get out to t]'le fishing ground, and in consequence the ’1‘60‘ 1 *Oc? S
season was very much curtailed. gular dredging

The Lords of the Admiralty acceded to our application, and H.M cutter

R g has occurred during the year
gards those on the east coast, situated oft

George attended at Arklow, in the early part of September last, for the purpoiilﬁ

superintendlllg anld “lofgng the details of the experiments.
Sh M O Y “1 la( 1 = - ; ; ) . ‘ :

Anangqmulta 1 e ) previously made that two regular dredging
be in readiness for the work. a

However, owing to very unsettled weather, and the disinclination of the fishermen
to Wprly, without being regularly paid, dredging was carried on during only three
days, in depths of water varying from fourteen to thirty fathoms. One be ee

edged ' : 8. ¢ boat only
dredged. . :

-Oﬂ ‘_i-th Sfpizie_mbel', 1\111:11 six dredges, 369 oysters were found, on 15th Se
with eight dredges, 1,052 oysters, and on the 16th September, with eight
7 <
701.

They were ali described as fine oysters, but no small ones or spat weve found,

boats should

ptember,
dredges,
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The experiments proved that oysters are to be found outside the grounds generally
fished, but whether in sufficient numbers to prove remunerative to fishermen, at such a
distance from the shore, would appear to be questionable. :

An application of a similar nature, viz., to open the month of May for dredging, has
been again addressed to us this year, and we propose to hold a public inquiry into the
subject before determining whether or not it would be prudent to recommend any change.

The question is a very serious one, at present, oyster dredging being altogether
prohibited during May, which month 1s the first of the annual close season, and it 1s
not legal for persons to have oysters In possession in Ireland during that month,
except so far as they may be on private beds ; and, although the permission sought for
only applies to beds outside those now dredged, yet, unless a proper guard could be
established, by a Government vessel being told off and stationed on the ground for the
purpose, there would be great danger of the operations being carried on on the
inshore beds, already very much less productive than they have been in former
yoars, it is believed in consequence of over dredging.

The subject will require to be inquired into with very great care.

The public oyster fisheries off the east coast (Arklow), produced 6,013 barrels ; the

rices realized ranged from 13s. to 15s. per barrel, producing in the aggregate a sum
of about £4,473. In 1878 the take amounted to 7,325 barrels, and the price then
averaged £1 per barrel. \

Oyster culture, under the licences granted by the Fishery Departments, has been
on the whole, unsuccessful, as will be seen on reference to the Appendix, in the
replies to our queries by holders of licences from this department.

The French oysters imported do not appear, generally, to have succeeded, although
there are two or three cases where, up to the present, they have thriven well. We
believe this has resulted mainly in consequence of the oysters having been imported
from Arcachon instead of Auray. The latter, wherever they have been introduced,
have done well. A _

There appears to be no reason why, if proper arrangements be made, and the French
system of culture adopted, the enterprise should not prove successful in this country
in localities, where, in former years, oysters were to be found.

Two new licenses have been granted in 1679 to plant oysters ; none have been with-
drawn.
: Toe HerriNe FISHERIES.

Although herrings are taken in many other places, on the Irish Coast, Howth, Arklow,
Kinsale, Greenore, Ardglass, Omeath and Warrenpoint, Kilkeel, Annalong, and Courtown
are the only places from which regular and authentic statistics have been procured.

From these places, the return of herrings, taken in 1879, was 123,977 mease.

The average price per mease at which they were sold was £1 1s., producing a total
of £139,880, as compared with 193,603, averaging £1 2s. 9d. per mease, and producing
£220,278, in 1578, \

There was, thus, a decrease of 69,626 mease, and of £80,398, as compared with 1878.

It would appear that this principally affected home consumption, as the number of
boxes of 2 cwt. each, exported to London, Nottingham, Bradford, Manchester, Sheffield,
Wolverhampton, Leeds, Liverpool, and Birmingham, in 1879, amounted to 120,672,
only showing a decrease of 234 boxes, in comparison with 1878. ‘

Herrineg Fisoery, 1879.

Boats employed, and highest number
on any one day.
ey, Total A
Capture. ;;l;:g{e Yaive,
English | Scoteh, { Irigsh., | Manx.
£'s d £
Howth, between 5th Juné and 29th Nov,, 1879, 60 187 115 37 20,534 1" 5% % 26,262
Arklow, between 7th June and 20th Dec, 1879, - - 122 = 5153 | 018 9 4,827
Kinsale, between 19th April and 20th Iec , 1879, 35 20 210 255 9620 | 1 3 8 11,422
{irecnore, between 3rd June and 25th Nov., 1879, - 25 198 93 31,009 | 1 5 2 39,144
Ardglass, between 15t June and 22nd Nov., 1879, 12 213 94 19 48,745 | 1 0 6 49,912
Omenth and Warrenpoint, between 12th June ;

and 8th Noy., 1879, . ; : = = 11 35 206 | 1 0 8 213
Kilkeel, between 1st June and 25th Nov., 1879, | 100 70 200 30 30201 1 5 ¢ 3,900
Annalong, between 7th June and 15th Nov.,, 1879, - - 32 - 4,000 015 o 3,000
Courtown, : . : - = 36 = 1,500 { 016 © 1,200
123,977 1 1 0 139,880

W Bt S e =
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“To the improvement of Ardglass Harbour, the increase in the number of Scotch
boats,‘over 1878, 1s largely owing. Our report for 1878 havine dealt” with the Scotch
branding system, and the inexpediency of extending it to Irelauod, we have only to refer
to 1t, for the reasons which induced us to come to this conelusion, - - :

Tae Mackeren Fismery.

The fishery of 1879, as judged by the quantity of i
[ ) ; ¢ quantity of fish captured proved '
iatisé‘g;cgggy% the gr(}SS capture, by }:che official returns furnisheéll) to thispoﬁice aﬁgﬁﬁg
5 K S1X i Le ] 7 1 4
1%73_ 5 oxes, of six score each, bemg 75,263 in g}.cess of the capture of the yea?
‘But’ the prices realized ranged ve i i
C ry much lower than in that year. Dur
;ggﬁiﬁ SE:SGOSE E}Illeg_ vf)\r}l;ed fro:lj& 77s., per hundred of six score {he hicrhelsltngplgléz
3 - that 1s between March : : v
lloxl}}?s B e e g rch and June,. but subsequently, they were sold as
us the total sum realized amounted to on] £
‘ tal st _ 100,452, whev i ;
18'173, lesslgy 75,263 boxes, the amount receivegcame to neejg’l;?jgg O‘th SR R
-ices‘l-glcl d ‘CL_FI;,earhﬂ.mt the fishermen generally were by no means satisfied with the
Ellndino- - ]ile; fcﬁ bﬁrﬂt eir fish at Kfmszile, and this led to some of the boats instead of
nding 1L there, runnirg for Penzance on the Cornish coast where i
) S SE I : 08 th
1_11}1011 Igoxfa satisfactory prices, I'hat the prices received were not sai:ilsf'act:)?r rzf:lvf)g
inferred when it has been ascertained that the average price for a box of mag:kerzl in

Liverpool, during the season, was £1 11 ° 1 I
captors averagedbat Kinsale t’anly 11s. 111%168( o e i oA

The buyers it is reported reaped a rich harvest,
When the new pier is built 4t Kinsale it is to be ho

made by which the fish may be sol i :
¢ d by auction, ‘a pract; : -

i SR P 3 ractice which prevails i
during the herring fishing, and which secures 11,0;@:8&55&01501,}, )ricespbeeixla.;lsi afi-ll(g\wh
th?l‘flapi?ollis’ as the buying is then open to all, and a fair nnrketlvalue c 17) leiéz? ‘to

. Pk 3 i B y : ! 5 i C (e «.‘ « T - an e (8] a]nea'
e following vessels were engaged in this fishery in 1879 :
English and Manx,

Scoteh, . £ i } . i i e

Irish, . ... : ' ' . ; : o?g

. . : 2 - 218

The net weight of the mackerel capt
24 ac o Llred b * D08 {1 1

e]%}rﬁn P?tzm‘a of {i]sh, would amount to %3,640 to?lfs_ ?Sl)l clixc’):t‘s; é?blzgde?zlllﬁox g
gy ‘?S;el::;éj:tisuoi\tvign 1219}6&56 of eighteen Irish boats since 1878, not Se;, very great
increase, satistactory to find that year by year a greatzar interest?sr l?eing

manifested in this important fishe S :
Hian Aanbled: I €ry. oSince 1871 the number of Irish boats has more

There were ten cargoes of ice received cont
employed for storing and packino—
Jersey sloops. &

Besides those of the United Kinod .
mackerel season fishing off our coast.s%co?ghgg:f were 108 French vessels, e

ped that arrangements may be

i aining 5,215 tons. Fourteen hulks were
and lor carrying purposes, fifteen steamers and six

89 were from Bolougne,
17 were from Fecamp and
2 were from Diéppe.
The gross tonnage of jchese vessels amounted to 6,601 tons
2,128 men, this would give an average of over 61 tons
It 1s reported that all these boats are provided w ,
their nets, &c., and one was provided with an auxiliary screw propeller
The mackerel captured by the French vessels is shown by an official 1:eturn to
to 1,046,472 kilogrammes, or according to our scale, over 1 050 tons #UL i
s 3 ) N 1 : :
The nets used &'Iweﬁolf; .1111‘1}1‘tnse length, z_md heavier than those used by our fishermen
Year by year this fishing is gradually bein g developed further westward d

: S - Ly _ and northwar
——in 1879 considerable quantities were captured as far north as Smerwick qubou;l
A
]

county Kerry. At Coulough Bay, north of Castletown-Berehaven county Cork
English buyer, purchased and sent away a large quantity in ice, and it is belié{r ‘d(;jl \ im
proposes to carry on more extended operations in the future, ’ i
When at Smerwick Harbour north of Dingle, in F ebruary this year, one of the
Inspectors received relial.ﬂe information that great quantities of mackerel‘m)ld h?t.lge h"l‘zi
been seen within two miles of th_e coast continuously from the commencomen’; Of-tilkt‘
mackerel season in March. This should encourage our fishermen to continue t-heif

,» and the crews numbered
and 19 men to each vessel, :

1th steam gear, with which to haul






