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REPO R T

» OF THE

COMMISSIONERS OP FISHERIES.

Dublin, 1853.

May it please Your Excellency,

We, the Commissioners for administering the Fishery Laws for Fisherlu. 
Ireland, beg to submit to your Excellency the following Report, for the year — 
ending 1852-3.

In the Appendix we furnish the usual Annual Report of the Inspecting 
Commissioners of Fisheries, with several Tables of much statistical interest in 
reference to this service.

Nothing more importantly exemplifies the best, and, as it has always 
appeared to us, the only sound means, of improving this trade, namely, quick 
and cheap transit to good markets, than the accounts of the increased carriage 
of fish by railways and steam navigation.

Our anticipations on this subject have not been in any degree disappointed, 
and we look forward with confidence to the steady gradual operation of the 
railway system—the prime mover of commercial prosperity, especially in remote 
districts—in developing the resources of both the sea and inland fisheries of 
this country.

The increase of price which this facility of transit has already produced ; the 
greatly diminished population of the western districts, coupled with the increased 
demand now arising for manual labour in the more constant employment of 
the cultivation of the land, appear already to operate in smoothing the way for 
the introduction of more efficient boats and engines of capture.

Perhaps in no trade or pursuit are innovations—as the introduction of more 
effectual modes of fishing are frequently called—more strenuously opposed 
than in the fisheries, chiefly on account of their diminishing the amount of 
human labour required, though this opposition is ostensibly attributed to the 
injurious effects on the fisheries themselves, upon grounds, however, which 
arc often frivolous, and rarely sustained by any sound evidence. Nor does 
this remark apply merely to Ireland ; it seems to be applicable to at least the 
early history of the fisheries generally.

The renewed attempts made to introduce trawling on the west coast of 
Ireland, for the purpose of procuring sufficiently large and valuable supplies 
of fish for the increased demands which the extension of railways has caused, 
were naturally to be expected, and the state of things to which we have 
referred no doubt conduced to the success of these attempts. The introduc­
tion of trawling, under proper regulations, will only require steady, firm, and, 
at the same time, conciliatory measures, to insure its being the prominent 
leader to other and great improvements in the fisheries of that coast. Im­
proved boats, nets, and modes of fishing will gradually follow, and be finally 
adopted by the inhabitants themselves ; and, the peace being firmly preserved 
and order enforced, we may, without any artificial stimulus, look both for 
the gradual investment of capital in the trade, as a legitimate source of 
speculation ami profit, and, with improved boats, expect from the fishermen 
more energy and nautical skill in following the fish further from land, and 
testing what we have had reason to regard as exaggerated—the dangers of 
that coast.

In our last Annual Report we adverted to the operation of the causes above 
mentioned, in increasing the demand for lobsters and oysters, and we have 
reason to believe that they continue to affect both fisheries beneficially.
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Inland Fisheries.
The salmon fisheries exhibited, on the whole, considerable improvement 

last year, whilst the produce of the great eel fisheries was, generally speaking, 
unusually large, so as, in some instances coming under our immediate cognizance, 
to exceed the means of capture or preservation formed for ordinary seasons.

We arc glad to observe more enlightened views prevailing with regard to the 
causes which tend to increase or diminish these fisheries, to which we alluded 
very fully in our last Annual Report; and the just appreciation of which, and 
consequent proceedings adopted, can, as we apprehend, alone lead to their per­
manent improvement.

But whilst this is the case amongst the few who impartially observe the 
results, and study the question, we regret still to observe the popular circulation 
of the most delusive doctrines on the subject; and every failure or want of 
increase in those fisheries attributed to the effects of legislation. The answer is 
simple. Up to a very recent date the existing statutes were not enforced, 
the general practice was total neglect, or, still worse, open defiance of the law— 
often by the very parties whose real interest or bounden duty it was to enforce 
it—the exceptional cases were those in which the law was carried into effect; 
and up to the present time, in many quarters, where a different feeling should 
naturally be expected, there is an unwillingness to carry the law into effect. It 
is then, as a matter of fact, clear, that legislation cannot be charged with the 
result when it has not been in operation.

On the contrary, in almost every instance where the law has been obeyed or 
brought even partially into operation, direct and commensurate benefits have, 
to our knowledge, followed; and it is to the slow but gradually extending 
knowledge of those cases that we clearly trace the change of opinions now 
candidly admitted by numerous parties, who heretofore, without due con­
sideration, attributed to legislation the results of the total neglect of all laws, or 
'even the commonest principles of preserving or improving these fisheries.

Under such circumstances it becomes our duty to report that the success of 
these fisheries depends much more upon the parties interested in fisheries, upon 
the magistrates and others, whose duty it is to administer existing laws in their 
legitimate spirit and objects, than on any new legislation.

The great and unusual floods of last winter may be expected to produce 
peculiar effects on the salmon fisheries; in destroying, particularly in mountain 
districts, the spawning beds, whilst in those portions of the country where the 
drainage has been improved, we are induced to hope that they have had a useful 
effect in protecting the parent fish from the poacher, and other means of 
destruction.

Many migration passes, of different constructions, have been formed during the 
last year over mill and navigation weirs with beneficial effects, and we are con­
tinuing to watch the results with much interest in these cases, and those of 
large districts in the west of Ireland, where the execution of extensive 
drainage works have opened up facilities of access for the breeding fish to new 
waters, not before accessible to them.

We have the honour to be,
Your Excellency’s most obedient, humble servants,

(Signed),
RICHARD GRIFFITH.
JOHN RADCLIFF.
W. T. MULVANY.
JAMES R. BARRY, Mnspectiny Commissioners 
WM. J. FF ENN ELL, j of Fisheries,

Edward Hornsby, Secretary,

Office of Public Works, Dublin,
'FSth May, 1853.
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risnenes lor j»oz.

Coast Fisheries.
So short an interval lias passed since our last report, which embraced the fishery up to 

the close of July, that we are not aide to furnish any very interesting details in reference 
to the coast fisheries further than what may be gleaned from the returns of the coast-guard 
department.

Herring Fishery.
At Ilowth, and the cast coast generally, the harvest fishery for herrings continued to a 

period later than usual. Several of the Cornish vessels remained up to the close of 
October ; and among the extraordinary events which maybe mentioned, was a large export 
of fresh herrings by train from Dublin to the Galway market. This circumstance has boon 
attributed, in several announcements by the local press, to the indolence and indomitable 
prejudices of the Claddagh fishermen, and to the insufficiency of their means of capture. 
We have, however, good reason to believe that it was mainly owing to a deficiency of supply 
since autumn, and to the extreme severity of the weather. The Inspecting Commander of 
the Galway district states “ that the condition of the fishery establishment is very much 
worse than the preceding year, and that there arc no signs of improvement whatsoever 
but the contrary.” He adds, “ that the habits of the fishermen are very disorderly and 
quarrelsome, unless allowed to do exactly as they please.” We regret to state, that having- 
made several visits to Galway during the autumn, we arc obliged to confirm this statement

The Board having been urged by some respectable persons, who wished to promote 
peace, to alter the limits for trawling in the Bay of Galway to a line drawn “ from Spiddal 
to Black Head,” determined, before they should hold any public meeting for the purpose 
of hearing evidence, to cause a practical examination to be made, under the direction of 
an intelligent coast-guard officer, recommended by the late Inspecting Commander; and 
with the permission of one of the managing directors of the Royal Irish Fisheries Company 
then trawling in the Bay, he accompanied one of the vessels in several trips, and closely 
examined the produce of each shot of the trawl, but could observe nothing resembling the 
spawn of fish. The summary of his report will be found in the Appendix.

See Appendix,No. 4. The Board having been desirous to obtain all possible information on this very embar­
rassing question before they should adopt further restrictions, determined that one of the 
Inspecting Commissioners should visit Torbay; and Mr. Barry’s report on the subject will 

Sec Appendix,No. 1. be found in the Appendix. It would have been quite useless to make the proposed change, 
as nothing short of closing the whole Bay against trawling, &c., from the Arran Islands 
inwards, would satisfy the unreasonable demands of the Claddagh fishermen ; and a com­
munication has recently been made by the Commissioners to the Government, expressing 
their conviction that nothing but the constant presence of a small armed steamer will secure 
the preservation of order, as they fear that nothing else can break down the spirit of insub­
ordination, the result of prejudices, which prevails. Happily it is the only part of Ireland 
in which there have been any disorderly proceedings ; and out of forty district returns 
there are but two in which the fishermen arc not represented to bo “ orderly, quiet, and 
peaceable, neither quarrelling among themselves, nor molesting strangers.”

In the first case, it has been stated that the unfortunate and progressively declining- 
community at the Claddagh can alone bo charged with a habitual spirit of insubordination*. 
The other case is more to be wondered at, because it is in the immediate vicinity of the 
metropolis. We greatly regret to state, that during the last season several aggressions 
have been committed upon the boats and nets of the Cornish fishermen both at llowtli and 
Kingstown. Active measures wore adopted by the coast-guards and constabulary, and every 
aid was afforded by the local magistracy to discover the offenders—a large reward was 
offered by the gentry and by the Board of Public Works, as Commissioners of Kingstown 
Harbour/ for the discovery of the offenders, and we are especially indebted to Captain 
Symonds, the late Inspecting Commander, for his active assistance ; but all was in vain, the 
offences were committed at night, and no discovery has been made. But, though fruitless 
we must say, every exertion towards the discovery of the offenders was made by the 
harbourmaster of Howth, who has uniformly rendered great service to the fishery, jn 
the regulation and preservation of order in that Harbour, now become decidedly the most 
important fishery station on the coast of Ireland. That most exemplary body of men, the 
crews of the Cornish fleet, are very easily managed ; but when upwards of 200 sail of vessels 
are assembled, and the whole of their fish is daily sold, it requires no ordinary exertion, great 
judgment, and local knowledge, to prevent frauds and to repress outrage. ” The markets of 
Dublin wore abundantly supplied through the season ; and to that circumstance, generation- 
a spirit of jealousy and monopoly on the part of the trawlers and line fishers, may have been 
attributed the aggressions committed against the Cornishmen. The bye-law of the 14th 
February, 1851, obliging the trawlers to keep oft the shoal ground on the eastern coast, has 
been most gratefully received by the Cornish fleet; and to it, in a great measure, they 
attribute their extraordinary success last year. V. o have resolved upon using increased 
precautions this year, and confidently hope that we shall be able to prevent any recurrence 
of impropriety.

Report of Inspecting 
Commissioners of 
Fisheries for 1852.

REPORT OF THE INSPECTING COMMISSIONERS OF FISHERIES FOR 1S52.
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Report of Inspecting
Commissioners of
Fisheries for 1852.

Cod and Ling Fishery.
I iic \ ci \ soierc winter and spring’ lias rendered this fishery more than usually unpro­

ductive. " J 1
Decrease of numbers engaged in the Fisheries.

c arc not yet able to authenticate an unexceptionable return of the registry of boats 
and men; but we have the best reason to believe that the decline in numbers of both is 
more than proportioned to the diminution in the population generally. Emigration from 
the seaport towns and the coast districts still continues unabated, and the unusual demand 
lor seamen has induced a gr. at cfliu.x, most especially from the southern ports of Waterford, 
Uungarvan, and Kinsale. This state of things is. however, said to have produced a °reat 
improvement in the condition of the boats and men actually employed, and being accom­
panied by an increasing demand for fish, the inducement to exertion will, it is hoped, soon 
return a fair balance.

Oyster Fish cries.
Wo have received the most gratifying assurances from some of the parties who have, 

under the licence ol the* hoard planted oyster layings. One gentleman, who has estab­
lished large beds in tb.e Hirer Kenmare, states that the space which he has covered will 
soon become more valuable than double the quantity of his best land. The demand for 
oysters increases with the facility of transport by rail ; and we have been urged from several 
places, in a most improvident spirit, to extend the open season, most especially in Dublin, 
where at all times we have found it most difficult to produce an observance of the law. 
I he bye law for regulating the oyster fisheries of Cork Harbour, referred to in our last 
Report, Appendix 1 >. page 254, still remains before the i’rivy Council, having been submitted 
for the opinion of the law officers.

W e cannot cluse this part of our Report. without referring to the opinions expressed in 
former Reports, and declaring that we still continue to retain the same convictions; and wo 
beg to call attention to the following extract from the Report of the Commissioners of 
British Fisheries for 1S52, page 10, in which we most cordially concur:—

'• The Commissioners have to state, that an increasing experience serves but the more to 
“ confirm to them the vast dangers and heavy drawbacks under which the fisheries, in 
“ Scotland particularly, are prosecuted, and the necessity for greater national efforts to 
“give the protection of harbours on the coasts, and to gain an introduction to those 
“ markets hitherto sealed against us."

We have before noticed the important subject referred to in the latter part of this 
extract—under the head of Markets for cured fish,” page 169, Appendix to Report of 
“ Select Committee on Fisheries,” printed July 20, 1849—and we have since then had 
several communications from persons who would willingly form curing establishments on 
our coasts if they could only hope for a steady foreign demand. We have recently had 
interviews with wine merchants of this city, who, on behalf of some extensive commercial 
establishments in Spain and Portugal, have expressed the deepest anxiety on tb.e subject. 
It seems extraordinary that the very same cause of complaint which existed in March, 
1824, should still continue. (Sec Appendix 15 to lieport of Select Committee of 1849, 
page 170.)

Salmon Fishery.
In our last annual Report we stated that a promise of improvement existed, and we are 

now able to state that this anticipation has been, to a considerable extent, realized. Wo 
referred to the high price to which salmon had attained, being a luxury only available to 
the wealthy portion of society—the extension of railroads and steam navigation affording 
means of cheap and quick transit to distant and numerous markets theretofore excluded 
from such supplies, fl further progress in this respect has been experienced and still 
continues, the short supplies offered for consumption in the home markets, and the increased 
price demanded, being proportionate. But this prosperous state of things as regards the 
proprietors of exclusive fisheries, and the humbler and numerous persons who avail them­
selves of the public right of fishing, by which the commerce of the country is so 
materially improved, is not without an attendant drawback as regards the administration 
of the laws provided for the protection and improvement of this valuable branch of our 
fisheries; for too many persons, actuated by selfish motives, complain that the) cannot pur­
chase salmon for their own use at the low prices formerly existing, and avail themselves of such 
data as a testto establish an erroneous conclusion that the fisheries have declined as legislative 
interference has advanced, unjustly and inconsiderately attributing to the laws recently 
enacted, that which arises from the onward march of industry and civilization—-namely, ail 
increased value in an article of consumption, produced by the application ol means for 
turning it to profitable account; and we are glad to repeat with confidence, that the 
marked improvement of our salmon fisheries, more particularly in all the important districts, 
where a reasonable degree of activity has been exercised in carrying out the laws, is 
steadily overcoming the prejudices which may have arisen from the causes to which we 
have referred ; and wo have derived great pleasure and encouragement latterly from many 
persons whose opinions have been changed by practical experience, and who have volun­
tarily come forward to say that they “ now sec that much good has been done, and that 
they are convinced that, by steady perseverance and increased confidence in the 
principle of our fishery laws stimulating their better administration, the ultimate results 
will be of great importance to the country.”

B 2



8 BEP011T OF INSPECTING COMMISSIONERS

Report of Inspecting In support of the foregoing observations, we give the following extracts from replies to 
risheries'for 1852. queries put to the several Boards of Conservators. They apply to the past season of 1852, 

comparatively with the preceding year, as regards productiveness and the stock of breeding 
fish preserved, and fry observable:-—

District of Cork—J. P. Carloton. Clerk to Board of Conservators.—More productive; 
average price, Is. per lb.; nearly all purchased for exportation; stock of breeding fish 
believed to be greater; quantity of fry greater.

District of Londonderry—1. B. Gregor, Clerk to Board of Conservators.—Produce has 
exceeded that of 1851; price----- ; generally shipped to England; supply of breeding
fish greater; fry much the same as preceding year.

District of Dublin—\. Brophy, Clerk to Board of Conservators.—More productive ; 
average price, Is. 6t7. to 2s. per lb.; double the quantity purchased for exportation to that 
for home supply; quantity of breeding fish greater; quantity of fry greater.

District of Weaford—T. J. Fethcrston. Honorary Clerk to Board of Conservators.—Last 
year better than 1851; average price, l.s. G<7. per lb.; the quantity sold to the gentry bears 
a very small proportion towhat is sold to exporters; quantity of breeding fish much 
greater—too early to judge of the fry.

District of Waterford—A. N. O’Neill, Clerk to Board of Conservators.—The general 
state of the salmon fishery most decidedly one of improvement; the take of spring fish this 
season has been considerably larger than for many years ; prices range from 2.s\ G(Z. to 
Is. 3cZ. per lb.; nearly all purchased for exportation ; the number of spawning fish far 
greater; fry at this period (March 24) not abundant—it is expected greater quantities 
will appear.

District of Lismore—W. II. Parker, Clerk to Board of Conservators.—The general state 
of salmon and inland fisheries much enhanced; the year 1852 has been more productive- 
in this district than the preceding year; the average price for the season about l.s. per lb. : 
almost exclusively purchased for exportation, the proportion would be more than 100 
to 1 ; the number of breeding fish for the last season has been the largest for some years; 
too early to report on the fry.

District of Skibbcreen—J. F. Levis, Clerk to Board of Conservators.—Productiveness 
something better than a year or two previous; average price, 4<7. per lb. ; more purchased 
for exportation; breeding fish rather greater; fry much the same, it is thought less were 
destroyed.

District of Bantry—John Meara, Clerk to Board of Conservators__ The state of the
salmon fishery generally bad, but much better the present than for some years past; price, 
4cZ. per lb. ; purchased for exportation, 99 in 100 arc sent away ; breeding fish considerably 
more ; quantity of fry greater.

District of Kenmare—C. O'Sullivan, Clerk to Board of Conservators.—Fishing rather 
improving, having been most discouraging until within the last year; 1852, as compared 
with preceding year, considerably improved ; price from Ad. to 5(7. per lb. ; nine-tenths is 
exported ; the quantity of breeding fish is considered to be greatly increased: the fry con­
sidered to be greatly increased.

District of Limerick—J. B. Alton, Clerk to Board of Conservators.—The general state 
of the fishery much improved—1852 much more productive ; average price about Is. 8cZ. 
per lb.—it opened at 2s. Ad.; the greater part is exported—very little retained for 
local consumption; the quantity of breeding fish considerably greater; the fry have not 
yet appeared (March 24).

District of Galway—Samuel Cross, Clerk to Board of Conservators__ The year 1852
much less productive than 1851 and 1850 : average price, 8(7. per lb. ; none purchased for 
exportation; much less breeding fish in 1852 than 1851, I believe, owing to the works 
carried on here; no fry appearing, from the manner in which the Galway river has been 
cut up.

Note.— The opening of communication with, Lough. Mask, by which salmon can ascend 
to its many valuable spawning tributaries, must produce valuable results. The Charter 
Fishery at Galway has been purchased by the Messrs. Ashworth, of Stockport, who have 
commenced protection vigorously, and have had, a person employed for the past winter in 
the artificial management of the ova, the results of which are watched with great interest.

District of Ballinakill—P. Caulfield, Clerk to Board of Conservators.—1852 has been 
much more productive; average price, from 5d. to 6(7. per lb.; purchased for home supply 
in the Dublin market; the quantity of breeding fish has been much greater ; the quantity 
of fry cannot as yet be judged (March 24).

District of Bangor—M. Gallagher, Clerk to Board of Conservators.—1852 has been 
much more productive ; average price. Ad. per lb.; all for exportation; the quantity of 
breeding fish much greater; the quantity of fry much greater.

District of Ballina—William Little, Clerk to Board of Conservators.—The general state 
of the fishery is slightly improving: a little more salmon caught last season than the preced­
ing, the last season was not above two-thirds of the old average catch; average price, about 
4(7. per lb.; purchased for exportation—should suppose 100 times more than for home 
supply ; breeding fish a little more ; the fry are only now beginning to appear (March 24).

District of Sligo—T. Bussell, Clerk to Board of Conservators.—Last year better in 
general; the proprietor of the Sligo fishery refuses to give the average price; almost all 
exported; never was more breeding fish seen than last season; no fry seen yet (March 24).
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District of Balli/shannon—Fames Lipsett. Clerk to Hoard of Conservators.—The gene- -1 
ral state of the fishery improving for the last two years; produce better in 1851; average < 
price, 5(7. per lb.; quantity of breeding fish greater in 1851 ; quantity of fry less in 1851 
—it is supposed floods carried away spawn beds.

District of Letterkenny—James W att. Clerk to Board of Conservators.—1852 much the 
same as preceding year; average price, 6(7. per lb.; altogether for exportation; quantity 
oi breeding fish greater; no fry appeared yet (March 24).

District of Ballycastle—G. Morton, Clerk to Board of Conservators.—The general state 
of the salmon fishery decreasing; average price. 7(7. peril).; nine-tenths exported; breeding 
fish less; fry less. The Conservators are of opinion that the falling off in the take of fish 
is chiefiy attributable to the extension of the open season from August 12 to September 1.

District of Drogheda—James Somers, Clerk to Board of Conservators.—1852 rather 
better; average price, from lx. 4(7. to lx. 8(7. peril).; chiefly for home consumption; quantity 
of breeding fish greater; quantity of fry increasing.

District oj Killorglin—James Barry, Clerk to Board of Conservators.—The general 
state of the fishery an improvement on last year; the take of spring fish more productive; 
average price, from lx. to lx. 1(7. ; the salmon in this district art* exported, and 1 should 
say that 5 percent, of it is consumed at home; the quantity of breeding fish greater; 
fry a decided increase this spring.

The foregoing extracts from the replies furnished by the Boards of Conservators, apply 
to the year 1852, being the third year after the 11 & 12 Viet., c. 92, came practically into 
operation, which constituted, for the first time, an organized body for general protection 
of the salmon fisheries, which had been rapidly falling into decay in consequence of the 
absence of any fund for the payment of water keeping; and the greater portion of those 
fisheries in Ireland being open to the public, whose interests, from local circumstances, are 
very conflicting, there appeared no,possibility or reasonable hope of co-operation, either in 
voluntary subscription or unity of action, in attending to the enforcement of the law during 
the fence months; the act referred to having imposed licence duties on engines employed 
in fishing, thereby creating a fund, and the election of Conservators by the parties taxed, 
authorizing a body to administer them for the special purpose of protection, we find that 
a general improvement has been experienced after tb<‘ lapse of three years, which is the 
earliest period when the produce of the first breeding fish protected could be looked for, 
according to the doctrines of those who have studied the natural history of the salmon, and 
proved by experiments, the period required to arrive at maturity after the ova has been 
deposited. Before the passing of that act, the little protection afforded was confined to a 
few proprietors of valuable chartered or exclusive fisheries in particular rivers, whose 
individual interests rendered it imperative upon them to protect for their own advantage; 
but no general system existed, and the laws, though stringent in their provisions against 
the destruction of fish during the fence or breeding season, were without arms to wield 
their power, until the act in question provided them. Wo find, by returns obtained from 
the Clerks of Petty Sessions throughout Ireland, the following results for the three first 
years after that act came practically into operation.

Out of 603 petty sessions districts formed in Ireland, there have been prosecutions for 
offences against the fishery laws, in 295 :—

1850, ........................................................................ 1,OS1
1S5!, ........................................................................... 851
1852, ........................................................................... 804

-------
Total, . . 2,736

By Coast Guards, 41
By Constabulary, ....... 302
By Water Bailiffs under Boards of Conservators and

others, 2,393

Total, 2,736

Total number of Convictions, • • • ♦ 2,054
„ Dismissals, • • • • 682

Total, 2,736

This return proves that much activity has prevailed on the part of boards ot C onservators 
and their officers, and also exhibits a gradual diminution of offences; and the form in the 
Appendix annexed will show results more fully in detail.

We have had before us a copy of a bill brought into Parliament this session, entitled, See Appendix No 3, 
“ A Bill for the improvement of the Irish Fisheries.” Me have icceixcd communications 
from many Boards of Conservators, highly disapproving of its principle, in which we 
entirely concur. It would have the effect, in our opinion, of not only arresting the progress 
of that improvement so generally stated to have commenced by the boards of Conservators 
which we have quoted, but would lead to utter confusion, by overturning all modern 
principles of legislation adapted to the condition of the times we live in. by such a sweeping 
retrograde as that contemplated. It is proposed by that bill to repeal the existing fishery

Report of Inspecting 
Commissioners of 
Fisheries for J 852.
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CoramtaiJiXf'’5 statutCS aPPbinS t0 Ireh'Jd (which arc six in number), and to substitute no less than 32 
Fisheries for isaa. statutes, commencing in the reign of Henry the 7th, in force in England, or rather not 

repealed, for many 01 them, doubtless, are obsolete. The salmon fisheries of England arc 
few and inconsiderable compared with those of Ireland, that country not possession- the 
same extent or character of inland .fresh waters to produce them ; and if the deteriorated 
condition of the few salmon fisheries which do exist in England are to bo considered as the 
rule by wmeh the cfncaey of the existing legislation is to be judged, we can see no "round 
for encouragement in the proposed substitution ; and bearing upon this question wo 
refer to the notes taken by Mr. Harry, on the Hirer Fisheries of South Devon, in October 

See Appendix,No. 2. last, winch will bo found in the Appendix.
lhe salmon fishciies of Scotland, v\ hicn niay be considered in a great degree parallel 

to tnose of Iickind. aio governed bj laws similar in principle, the only difference'beiii0- a 
modification in the mode of their application, the necessity for winch arises from the 
circumstance, that while the salmon fisheries in Scotland are generally if not entirely 
private property, the great bulk of those in Ireland are public: and hence the necessity of 
some control, through responsible functionaries, to superintend their regulation, and cause, 
so for as the powers with which they are invested enable them, the duS application of the 
law for the general benefit of the many mixed and conflicting interests which are involved. 

Having- submitted our views to the Board with respect to the necessity of regular 
periodical inspections of the proceedings and money transactions of Boards of Conservators 
as provided for by the law, and their Lordships of the Treasury having sanctioned the 
adoption of this course, we hope to be able to correct the irregularities which have existed 
in some districts, and to prevent their repetition ; and in the performance of this duty 
though it will necessarily involve an additional demand upon our time, we shall endeavour’ 
as much as possible, while engaged therein, to embrace some of the many other matters 
connected with the sea and inland fisheries, so constantly callin for our attention 
which incidentally may be attended to.

J. B edmond Bahry, ] Inspecting Commissioners 
" 3i. J. Ffennell, J of Fisheries in I reland. 

Dated at the Office of Public orks,
Department of Fisheries, 30th April, 1853.

No. 1.
Coast of Devon Inquiry.

Fishery Office,
15th November, 1S52.Sir,

On the 1' th of August last, it was resolved by the Board, on reading my report of 
the 18th Juno, that I ‘‘ should proceed to the coast of Devon, for the purpose of collecting 
information bearing upon the question of trawling, and the laws, usages, and regulations 
in force relating thereto, and that when the Commissioners wore in possession ofmy 
report, they would take into consideration the propriety of holding a meeting at Galwav, 
to receive evidence as to altering the limit at present defining the trawling ground at 
Galway.”

Having boon prevented by an unusual pressure of business in the office, from immediately 
undertaking this important mission, 1 determined to occupy the time in making such pre­
liminary arrangements as should facilitate my inquiries; and I have to express my best 
thanks to the Collector of Customs in Dublin, and to the Inspecting Commander of Coast­
guards of the district, for their kind co-operation in furnishing mo with valuable introduc­
tions to Exeter, Torquay, Brixham, ami Dartmouth.

My next course was to communicate with some of the fishermen of Galway, and with 
some respectable persons there, interested in their behalf, informing them ofmy intended 
visit to the coast of Devon, and soliciting their aid in inducing the fishermen of the Clad- 
dagh. to select some intelligent person oi their own body to accompany me, and to be 
present at the several investigations which I. proposed to make, so as to be able to authen­
ticate any statements which 1 should bo enabled to make in reference to the practice and 
regulations observed by a community so prosperous as the fishermen on that coast.— 
With this object, I visited Galway twice within the month of September, and finally obtained 
from one of the gentlemen who undertook to ncgociato the matter with the fishermen, 
a letter bearing date the 23rd September, conveying a direct negative to the propo­
sition. I subjoin a copy of Mr. Wade's communication.
“My dear Sir, Galway, September 23, 1852.

According to your wish, I worn into the Claddaghtillage, and spoke to two men of 
intelligence and substance, and, as I considered, men who have some influence with their 

“ fellows. They declined my proposal to go to Torquay—first, because they might lose the 
hoiring fishing here; and also they did not relish the idea of being implicated in the intro- 

‘‘ auction of trawling in this bay. This latter objection they admitted freely to me. They 
have boats of their own suitable for the work, bin they fear the vengeance of those 'who 
have nothing to lose. They say, that in one week after their return from England, on 
sin ii an errand, they would be without a boat. I did not go further, as I well know the 

‘■people, and feel convinced that no amount of eloquence would ever change their long- 
“ rooted prejudices. I was near catching it the other evening, for allowing my dog to run
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on board a boat ready for sea ; so that you have two powerful elements to contend with__
superstition and prejudice. But with all this, they are a hardy race, and there are some

< good men among them. I have not much doubt, that if there were sufficient constant 
l' protection given by the Government, you would see, before twelve months, many of them-
< schcs trawling in the bay. 1 here are 40 to 50 boats here from 12 to 15 tons, which 

’ would suit the purpose, and some only require to see the thing well established, when. I 
“ am convinced, they would quickly follow. What is required then, in my humble opinion. 
“ is a small war steamer in the roads, always ready for sea, with sufficient boats attached 
‘‘to go up the shallow bays and creeks, to protect those who will work and not idle. 
“ hen the herrings are in season, at present the custom is, first to ascertain whether the 
“self-created lords of the bay intend to go out to fish. If they are in the mood to go, 
“then all may take their chance; but if they say, no, then, monstrous to sai/, the many 
“industrious men who would try their luck, must obey the mandate, and lose, often the 
“ best fishing nights. This occurred a few nights since, when some country boats stole a 
“ march on them, and had a fair take ; though they only made ono shot. The rascals 
“heard of it, and no doubt wotdd have roughly handled them, but they could not find 
“ either them or the herrings. The same thing occurred with myself. This is a most 
“ deplorable state of things. 1 he bay is literally alive with herringsand mackerel, but the 
“ take is so trilling, it is only sufficient to supply the town. They have never exceeded two 
“ nights in the week. As I mentioned the steamer, I had better suggest to the Board, the 
“ necessity of establishing a small force in shore, right among them, who would very quickly 
“mark down the most turbulent of them, and keep them in most effectual check—for at 
“ best they arc cowards—and, like all cowards, soon overawed. It is my impression that 
“ such a proceeding would be warmly welcomed by those who have anything in the shape 
“ of boats and tackle to lose ; they would be glad to be protected from the lawless, beggarly 
“ rabble, who are the instigators of all the mischief. It is known, that, long since, the latter 
“ class determined, when they caught 3Ir. Synge’s trawler at a disadvantage, to scuttle 
“ her, and drown the crew; but fortunately the affair got wind and no attempt was made; 
“but if they get opportunity when the autumn fishing is over, and poverty and starvation 
“staring them in the face, then their vengeance will turn on those who. they do not 
“hesitate to say, have destroyed their fishing. In almost all their acts with regard to 
“ Galway bay fishing, they set the law at defiance, and until they arc taught by force to 
“ obey the law, no good can be got from them. When they find force wo’nt do, and feel 
“ that others arc reaping the harvest they ought to gather, then, perhaps, kindness—and, if 
“possible, assistance to enable some of them to get the necessary tackle to go to sea, and 
“ provide themselves with sufficient provisions for a week or ten days—you. my dear sir, 
“may depend on it. that a very short period would elapse until you would see them once 
“ more comfortable and happy. If Government would only consider the subject, and extend 
“ a helping hand in time, the thing could be easily done, and a largo class of men saved 
“ from the workhouse and gaol. For after all that has been said of them and against them, 
“ with scarcely one redeeming trait, yet they are good fishermen, and very many among 
“ them would jump at any employ that would put bread in their children's mouths.

“If I can be of any assistance or service in carrying out such a laudable work, I shall be 
“ most happy to render all in my power, to save them from impending ruin ; for there is 
“ not at this moment in the village one dozen spillets, or one dozen boats able to take 
“sufficient provisions to sea for a fortnight, and all this when the cod and round fish are 
“just coming in.

“ I was induced to write you thus fully on the subject from our conversation to-day. 
“ You know the people, and so do I ; and I really hope the Commissioners in recommending 
“ the Executive to send cannon balls, will also not forget to send the means of earning 
“ bread. Should this letter have any weight, then I have no apology to make for my 
“ suggestions ; but I hope that you will not feel I have inflicted a long and useless 
“ letter on you ;

“ And am, my dear Sir, yours very truly,
“To J. B. Barry, Esq.” (Signed) “Thomas Wade.
T left Dublin on the evening of Saturday the 9th of October, and reached Bristol the 

followin'* evening. There I learned that the chief supply of fresh fish to that important 
market 7s received from the coast of Devon, by the Bristol and Exeter and the South 
Devon Railways. The trade is exclusively carried on by extensive fishmongers, who 
have their agents at Brixham and Dartmouth, and sell only in their own sfiops; none but 
the coarser description of fish being exposed in a public market. 0 ?s- I0^ev<-'r, 
generally supplied most abundantly, and at prices, the moderation of vine i qui e sui prised 
me. Salmon may bo said to be the only fish for which they depend on li eland, with 
occasionally some baskets of soles and turbots from Waterford. . , .

y[r Bigwood, one of the largest dealers in Bristol, kindly gave me inti eductions to his 
agents at Brixham. lie like others, expressed an anxious desire to see increased supplies 
cominf in from Ireland ; and assured mo, that such was, at present, the growing demand 
for fresh fish in the interior of the country, that every new line ol railway opened addi­
tional markets, far beyond the present means of supply. I next proceeded to Exeter, 
where I visaed the superb markets recently erected in Queen-street; but in the space 
all ft ‘ 1 to fish I saw a very miserable supply indeed, lor which very exorbitant prices 
were demanded—small sized soles, 3s. a pair; lobsters, 2s. 6d. each, and turbot certainly 
not less than Is. (hZ- per lb. At Exeter, I saw scarcely any fishmonger's shops; the
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whole business seems to be clone in the public market, on the mornings of Tuesday and 
Friday, on neither of which days was I there. There were some very poor-looking hakes, 
whitings, pollocks, and cod fish; and some small oysters, for which the lowest price was 
GcZ. per dozen, or 5s. the hundred. The inhabitants here complained that the supply is 
very poor, and that everything very prime runs through to Bristol and, by the Great 
Western, to London, and all the intermediate towns. Such a tiling as a salmon is rarely 
seen at Exeter, except when specially ordered from Bristol or London.

I next proceeded to Torquay, where the progress of improvement is most rapid. It 
seems to be chiefly resorted to for health or pleasure, and promises to be soon abundantly 
provided with all the necessary appliances. A market which seems sufficiently capacious 
for a larger population is about to be superseded by one upon a magnificent scale ; but I could 
sec very little fish indeed, though it is within a very short run of Brixham, and has several 
boats belonging to the port engaged in the drift-net or line fishery; but it is rather a 
remarkable fact, that there is no trawler ; and. before I was an hour there, I discovered that 
there was the same jealous and hostile feeling entertained there against trawling that one 
finds in some parts of Ireland. The motives for this feeling arc two fold. 1st. The 
practical injury which they occasionally sustain in the destruction of their nets and lines, 
without being able at night to distinguish the aggressors; and next, a little spirit of mono­
poly which makes the local fishermen desire to have to themselves the exclusive supply 
of a wealthy and fashionable community.

I was received most cordially by Captain Storey, r.n., the Inspecting Commander of the 
district, resident at Torquay, to whom I had been introduced by Captain Symonds, of 
Dublin.

The important port of Brixham is within his district, and he complains that not only in 
a disregard for the revenue laws, and a disposition to an occasional bit of smuggling, 
but in not observing the fishing regulations, he finds this community not so very amenable 
as they should be at all times.

The fishery regulations of this important district arc chiefly embodied in those 
appended to the Convention with France, confirmed by the Act G & 7 Victoria, chap. 79, 
with this addition, that the 2nd section of that Act especially saves and. to a certain degree, 
amends or explains an Act passed in the 13th and 14th Charles IL, chap. 28, for the 
especial regulations of the pilchard fishery in the counties of Devon and Cornwall.

This last recited Act establishes the principle of a close time or fence months, from the 
1st of June to the last day of November, during which time, it is interdicted to take any 
fish of any kind with any drift-net, trammel, or stream-net, or any other nets of that sort 
or kind, unless it be at the distance of one league and a-half at least from the respective 
shores. A former Statute, 3rd James L, chap. 12, and a subsequent one, 2nd George L, 
chap. 18, contained stringent regulations in reference to the size of meshes of nets ; and 
even the dimensions of the fish which it should be lawful to bring on shore.

The more recent Act, G & 7 Victoria, sec. 2, confirming the terms of the Convention with 
France, refers only to the Act of Charles II., for the purpose of more clearly defining 
the distances from shore, outside which trawlers should keep; and all the regulations as 
to the size of the meshes of nets, with still more minute restrictions as to the length of the 
poles, the weight of the trawl-irons and chains, &c., are to bo found in the articles of the 
Convention from IG to 2G.

The Convention with Franco was the result of two parliamentary inquiries, the 1st in 
1817, before a select Committee on South Devon Fisheries; the next in 1833, before the 
select Committee on the Bristol Channel Fisheries.

The Committee of 1817 was appointed at the especial instance of the fishermen of 
Brixham, and in the proceedings of the second Committee they also took an active part.

The headlands which form Torbay, are Berry Head and Hope’s Nose, the distance 
across about five miles, the depth of the bay about three and a-half miles, soundings 
vary from two to ten fathoms; the tide rises in springs 17, and ordinary tides 13 feet. 
Captain Storey has found it extremely difficult to enforce the marking regulations. 
Complaints arc sometimes made that the lines and nets of the inshore fishermen arc carried 
away, but believes that trawling within the bay is very rare at any time, but especially 
during the fence months. There are a few very small boats belonging to Torquay, which 
sometimes use light beam trawls.

I next proceeded to Brixham. The conveyances are by coach and ’bus, along the west 
shores of the bay. The distance is about 8 miles. A railway communication is contem­
plated between Brixham and Torquay, a continuation or branch from the South Devon 
line, mainly for the transport of fish to Torquay station, route for Exeter, &c.

This undertaking would have progressed long since, but for the disappointment ex­
perienced by the numerous victims of the atmospheric delusion on the South Devon line, 
where £420,000 was expended in that visionary project.

Drixliam is become a place of considerable importance as a fishing port, having now a 
population of over six thousand inhabitants. It has what, when built, was considered a 
spacious artificial harbour and pier; but. at present, it is wholly insufficient for the accom­
modation of the growing fleet. It certainly presents more the appearance of a prosperous 
hSm[lg community, than any other place I have ever seen.

lhe history of the pier and harbour furnishes an interesting picture of the industiy of 
this body, from a very early period.

Mr. Saunders, harbour-master of Brixham, and landlord of the Old George Inn, states, 
that tradition attributes to the united exertions of the fishermen themselves, the first rude
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structure, which was formed then by manual labour. In 1803, June 4th, as is recorded by 
an inscription on the pier, the first stone of an improved structure was laid, and it was 
finished by subscription from the inhabitants. In 1808, it was finished ata cost of £6,000; 
but being a dry harbour and not sufficiently capacious, a ncw< breakwater was commenced 
in 1843, and is now’ progressing as fast as funds can be procured from the increasing tolls 
of the harbour and the market, •which, according to a return kindly furnished me by the 
authorities, amounted last year to £1,690 7 s. 5d. The details will be found in the docu­
ment accompanying. I am thus minute, because it affords a fair idea of the great impor­
tance of the place, derived from persevering industry, self-dependence, and frugal 
management.

Lieutenant Iloblyn, r.n., chief officer of coast-guards, from whom I received every 
assistance, states, that there arc now 221 trawling vessels marked and numbered out of 
the port, ranging from 25 to 45 tons, all cutter rigged. They are called sloops, carvel 
built, and all exclusively beam trawlers. lie describes them as generally well appointed. 
Each vessel has 4 men and a boy, or 3 men and 2 boys. There are besides from 80 to 
100 smaller class boats chiefly engaged in the hook and long-line fishing, and, when the 
herrings appear, in the drift-net fishing: they vary in size from 4 to 15 tons—the smaller 
class being called yawls. He observes no bad spirit between the two classes; indeed they 
arc sometimes greatly annoyed by a class of persons called pirates; strangers who come 
from distant places and rob their nets at night. All the regulations of the French Con­
vention arc generally observed, and the fence months are seldom encroached upon. The 
trawlers finding that when the w’eathcr permits, their most productive ground is Jar out­
side the limits, they never trawl in the bay, unless it should be blowing a gale of wind 
outside, and very rarely during the fence months under any circumstances. They 
generally trawl in the oiling between Start Point and Hope's Nose, about 5 miles from the 
entrance to the Bay, sometimes in 30 fathoms, but they vary their ground according to the 
state of the w’eathcr. With a strong easterly wind the fish lie off in deep water. It is a 
mode of fishing particularly liable to casualties. A sloop will sometimes lose her w’hole 
gear, to the value of £40 and upwards. The law’s relating to fence months are not well 
understood, but yet they seldom trawl in the bay; the ground is only fit in the centre, 
being all foul along shore on both sides. Knows of no instance of a breach of the 25th 
article of the Convention, requiring trawlers to keep 3 miles from herring boats. The 
French boats, from Dieppe and Bourdcaux often come in during the winter, in largo 
numbers. They do not attempt to fish within the limits, but purchase skate, which is 
taken in very large quantities, but no other fish. They arc always well received, as good 
customers for a kind offish otherwise very unsaleable.

The fishermen have a large club-room at the George Inn. and elect a president and 
other officers. Their regulations refer chiefly to a system of insurance. They call them­
selves “ The Friendly Society of Fishermen.” The chief object of the society is to make a 
provision for the payment of a certain sum of money to any member who may be so 
unfortunate as to lose his fishing vessel. 'The terms upon which one can continue a mem­
ber of the society require an annual inspection of the boat, and a certificate of its sea­
worthiness and proper equipment. I obtained a copy of the regulations, which I give at 
the end of this Report. The Brixham vessels arc not only increasing in numbers, but their 
size and general style of equipment improve every year.

I visited the establishment of Mr. John Upham, a respectable shipwright. He had a 
fine specimen of the improved kind of sloop on the stocks, built upon a most substantial scale. 
She will be 53 tons, o.m. The 9 lower planks, of elm; all the rest, English oak, 2i inches 
thick.

Length of keel, . . . .47 feet.
Aloft, . . . . . . 56 „
Beam, . . , . . 15 „
Depth, . . . . . 8 „ 6 inches.

All coppcr-fastened below’in the elm, and galvanized iron in the oak. The spaces bctw’cen 
the frame arc all filled up with a composition of lime and sand, so as to make the whole a 
solid mass. Inside or coiling plank, 2 inches for 3 streaks, and li inch down ; deck 
beams 5J, inches square; deck, yellow7 pine, 2 inch.

£ 5. d.
Price of the hull and spars, complete, f . 320 0 0
Canvas, cordage, and gear, all of the best kind, . 280 0 0

£600 0 0
There is a public establishment on one of the quays for the preparation of materials for 

barking sails. A composition of bark boiled with a small quantity of tallow, some red or 
yellow ochre, and a ladleful of Stockholm tar, to give it a consistency. The sail is spread 
out on the dry pavement, and the mixture is worked into it with mops made of canvas 
pieces. They use only bark and Stockholm tar with their nets, altogether rejecting the 
use of catechu, so extensively used by the Cornish fishermen. In the barking house there 
arc twro large coppers (metal boilers will not answer), one of 480, another of 300 gallons; 
a large cistern for holding water, supplied by a cock from the outside. The fishermen find 
their own materials and fuel, and pay 85. a day for the large, and 6s. per day for the small 
boiler. The arrangement is a source of great accommodation to the fishermen, and profit 
to the renter of the premises.
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They object to the regulations of the Convention requiring the sails to be marked with 
oil paint. It rots the canvas in a short time; and the regulation has been modified by 
the Inspecting Commander permitting the substitution of coal tar, which is quite harmless 
even in tarpaulins. It is ascertained, that when paid with coal tar, they will last double 
the time as when Stockholm tar is used.

Mr. Nicholas Smith, President of the Friendly Society of Fishermen, called on me, and 
stated, trawling is the only mode resorted to for the capture of flat fish. They are never 
taken by spillards or long-lines, which arc only used for taking cod and ling.

There is scarcely ever any trawling in the bay from May to November; these are what are 
called fence months; but trawling, even within that time, would not do half the mischief 
that is done by seines hauled on shore, by which thousands of the young of turbot and 
other fish are taken in places where the trawlers coidd not work. From November they 
trawl within the bay productively, except when the herrings fall in, in which case they 
desist. Fish certainly spawn in the shoal water, and on sands protected by rough ground. 
About November it is usual for a large number of the boats, 30 or 40, to proceed to Hull, 
to Ramsgate, or to Tenby. Only the owners of the new and well appointed boats venture 
on these voyages. When they go, they regularly break up their establishments at home, 
and take their moveables and families witli them, shutting up their houses. The Mount’s 
Bay herring fishers, and those from Worthing, Rye, and Ramsgate, come into the bay in 
spring. Most of the boats belong to wealthy owners on shore, but the crews and masters 
generally have shares of the vessels. The division of the fish is in the proportions of— 

Owner, ...... 1 share
Vessel, . . . • . . I „
Master, . . . • . . 1 „
Crew, . . • • • 2 ,,

5 shares.
The vessel’s share keeps up the equipment. The provisions are found by owners. The 

ordinary wear and tear of a boat and gear, without allowing for casualties, maj be set 
down at a £100 per year, or thereabouts.

It is the custom for all the boats to come into harbour on Friday afternoon, and to 
remain till 11 o’clock on Sunday night; the Saturday being devoted to repairs and pre­
parations for the following week. The number in on hriday the 15th October, was 120.

Mr. Samuel Saunders, harbour-master, was once a trawler himself.
There are old laws and regulations about fence months and limits; but they are not 

much remembered. Lord Vernon, who lived at Churston, was anxious some time ago, 
over thirty-five years since, to sec those regulations enforced ; but the people did, for a 
short time, observe them, and have fallen, since, into the old ways, “ governed only by the 
“ common law of the land against doing injury one to another, and by the law of God and 
“of conscience; but their conviction is, the more trawling the more fish. They see no 
“ diminution in the supplies, though the number of takers is daily increasing. It is like 
“ ploughing the ground, the small worms arc roused up, and then come the shoals of fish 
“ after them.” . .

On further inquiry I found that this interference of Lord Vernon’s, referred to by the 
Harbour-master, had, in 1817, produced the parliamentary inquiry, by a select Committee 
on the South Devon Fisheries, at the instance of the great body of fishermen on that coast, 
by whom a document was signed to the following effect:—

“ Brixham-quay, Torbay, 11th June, 1817.
“ We, the undersigned, being persons concerned in the fisheries between Start and 

“ Exmouth Bay. do hereby declare our opinion, that it will materially promote and benefit 
‘ “ the said fisheries, if trawls and drag-nets arc prohibited being used in Torbay from 1st 

“ May to 1st November; in Start Bay, from 1st May to 1st October.”
The recommendation of this Parliamentary Committee, after hearing evidence, was— .
“ That it will conduce to the benefit both of the public and the fishermen themselves if 

“Start Bay, Torbay, and Exmouth Bay, on the southern coast of
“ free from trawl and shore drag-nets during the spawning season; and they al0 the inoie 
“induced to recommend some regulations to that effect, as it lias been clearly th^ 
“it will not throw any fishermen out of employment during those months, and w 11 be 
“ the means of increasing the quantity of cheap and nutritious food, on which all the lowei 
“ ranks of society in that part of the country chiefly subsist.”

By the evidence taken before that Committee it appears, that there were, at that time, 
employed in the trawl fishery—

' “ Four or five hundred men and boys, and about one hundred vessels.”
The Returns of the coast-guard officer, given to me, show the number more tnan 

doubled. , .+1 +I _
The whole of the Renort from which the above extracts have been made, with i 

evidence upon which it was founded, is deserving of attention, as expressing the unanimous 
opinion of that day.

It was ordered to be printed 20th June, 1817. ... Ar +i1P
The next parliamentary inquiry was in the summer of 1833, by a “Committee of tl e 

British Channel Fisheries.”
Thirty witnesses wore examined before this Committee.
The inquiry embraced several very important subjects.
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1. Interference of the French fishermen.
2. Scarcity of fish in the channel.
3. Oyster Fisheries.
4. Devon and Cornwall Pilchard Fisheries.

And under this last head the Committee recommend ‘'that the provision of the 14th 
“ Charles IL, chapter 28, which enacts that no person or persons shall, in any year, from 
“the 1st day of June till the last day of November, presume to take fish in the hm’h sea, 
“ or in any bay, port, creek, or coast of, or belonging to Cornwall or Devon, with any drift- 
“ net, trammel, or strcam-net or nets, or any other net of that sort or kind, unless it be at 
“ the distance of one league and a-half at least from the respective shores, be duly enforced; 
“ and that in such Bill, as may hereafter be brought into the House in reference to the 
“ Channel Fisheries, a power of summary conviction before the magistrates in petty sessions, 
“ with sufficient penalties to secure the observance of this, may be inserted, and conserva- 
“ tors appointed to enforce it.”

Amongst the witnesses examined before this last committee, was Mr. Walker Smith, 
who had been sixty years a fisherman of Brixham.

His evidence, extending to 11 folio pages, is deserving of consideration, its whole 
tendency is to the recommendation of protection, for which he assigns reasons practical 
and scientific.

He states the fact, that when he first went to sea, which might have been about 1773, 
or sixty years before, there were but seven fishing vessels in the place. There were then, 
in 1833, 112.

The first measure following these inquiries was, the appointment of a Joint Commission 
by England and France, under the terms of a Convention signed at Paris, on the 2nd of 
August, 1839.

A code of regulations, embodied in 89 articles, was signed by the Commissioners, on the 
24th May, 1843; were, on the 23rd June following, approved of by the authorities of both 
countries, and fully confirmed by Parliament, in the Act Gth and 7th Victoria, chapter 79.

The second section of that Act refers especially to the Act of Charles IL, substituting 
for the limits of one league and a-half prescribed in that Act, “the distance specified in the 
“ said Convention and Articles, and specified as the distance within which such taking of 
“ fish, as is therein mentioned, is forbidden; that is to say—the distance of three gcogra- 
“ phical miles, of which sixty make a degree of latitude, which distance shall be reckoned 
“ from low water mark, except in bays, the mouths of which do not exceed ton such 
“ geographical miles in width, and for such bays shall be reckoned from a straight line, 
“ drawn from low water mark off one headland to low water mark oil’ the other headland 
“ respectively.”

All the bays on the coast of South Devon are of the description last-mentioned, and 
an application of this last, and now, only Statute, regulating trawl fishing, to Torbay, 
would exclude all trawlers from May to November, from fishing within a line drawn three 
miles outside Hope’s Nose and Berry Head.

That this law is not strictly observed, I know, having myself seen vessels trawling within 
that lino on the 14th October.

I attended the Brixham fish-market on Friday, the 15th October. It certainly was a 
most interesting scene, and was conducted with the greatest order and regularity.

The market is a covered space, open on all sides, supported on pillars, adjacent to the 
pier. No sort of accommodation seems to have been provided for laying out the fish ; and 
as the boats drop in, the fish is brought in large and small open baskets, which are laid 
upon the ground, under the direction of the ruomen—the only uncivil persons I met. The 
numerous sorts arc classified according to quality. The soles, of which a great many 
seemed to be small and unsizable, were divided into small baskets about 18 inches to 2 
feet long, the large fish being generally put at top.

I have seldom seen so great a variety. Turbots, of which the largest were not the most 
prized, 12s. to 20s. each; soles; dories, estimated very highly, indeed, as I was told, 2s. 6rZ. 
each; red mullet, not larger than good sized herrings, Is. each; whitings, whiting pollock, 
hake, rays, in great quantities, and an immense glut of monster crabs. The selling does 
not commence till nearly all the boats have dischaiged, so that the gioss supply may be 
ascertained In the meantime the principal dealers have their spring vans ready horsed 
on the quay, some drawn by four spanking horses that would not disgrace the Bianconi 
stud, and are to be seen ranging through the market, sometimes whispering offers, some­
times cracking jokes with the jolly fishwives; but between their unwillingness to enlighten 
me as to prices, and the unintelligible jargon in which they spoke, I acknowledge that 
the information which I acquired through my eyes was all that I can state, as to be relied 
upon. I only know that, soon after sunset, there was not a fish to be seen in the market; 
and I was assured by several persons that the produce of the fish sold exceeded £1,000.

From Brixham I proceeded to Dartmouth,, where I was most kindly received by the 
Collector of Customs, to whom I had received an introduction from the Collector of 
Customs of Dublin, 
the examination of 
fishing sloops, traw

When a stroiv northerly or north-easterly wind prevemsui.cn ueming upio Brixham, they 
disehnro-p their "cargoes of fish, and it is taken over land to the Brixham market, which is 
the great centre to which the buyers look for their supplies, The distance is about seven 
miles, ™ _

He placed the revenue boats at my disposal, ana i passed ine day in 
this fine harbour. It is occasionally much resorted to by the Brixham 
ling between Start Bay and the French coast.

prevemsui.cn
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Dartmouth is approached from the cast by a floating bridge across the upper part of the 
harbour, which, when it was first constructed, was worked by a small steam-engine, but 
the distance across being very short, only one-third of a mile, or 31 cables, and the time 
occupied only a few minutes, while there was considerable delay at each side, it was 
found necessary on each arrival to let off the steam, so that the consumption of fuel was so 
great as to make the proceeding very expensive and unremunerative to the projectors. 
They have since substituted a couple of old horses, and the whole affair goes on well, and 
yields a fair return. 1 was assured that a horse in low condition soon becomes fat and 
thrives on the work.

From Dartmouth I went, by steamer, up the beautiful river Dart to Totness, where I 
devoted some hours, in a ramble further up the river, to inquiries connected with the 
management of the salmon fisheries, which I continued to pursue at Teignmouth and 
Exeter, on my return, and which shall form the subject of a separate report, which, I trust, 
will be found to contain some interesting matter.

Before I close, it may be proper to mention, that in addition to the Statutes to which I 
have before referred, as exclusively affecting the fisheries of the coasts of Devon and 
Cornwall, the whole coast of England and Scotland is included in the Statutes for the 
regulation of the British White Herring Fishery, now 13 in number, commencing with 
the 48th George III., cap. 110, passed into law 1808, and ending with the 14th and 15th 
Victoria, chapter 26, passed in 1851. I have carefully examined all these Acts, and I find 
that up to the passing of the 6th and 7th Victoria, chapter 79, passed in 1843, known by 
the name of the Convention Act, only one of the Statutes passed for the encouragement 
of the British Herring Fisheries contained any restrictive regulation as to engines, namely, 
the 48th George III., cap. 110, section 12, regulating the sizes of meshes of herring 
nets; so that the Convention Act, a comparatively recent enactment, and to the provisions 
of which Scotland is subject, was the first measure of legislation restraining trawling on 
the English and Scotch coast generally; but after 9 years’ experince of this Act, the 
Guardians of the British Herring Fisheries,have, in a special Statute, 14th and 15th Victoria, 
chapter 26, section 6, repeated the restrictions upon trawlers in the vicinity of herring 
fisheries, when the regular herring fishery is commenced.

Although I am desirous to abstain from the expression of any opinion which I may have 
formed on the result of this inquiry, reserving myself for the general discussion of the 
question before the special Board fixed for Monday next, the 15th mst., 1 feel bound to 
wind up with a general summary of conclusions which seem to me fully deducible from 
the facts which have been stated in this report.

1st.—The cast coast of Devon, from the mouth of the Exe to StartPoint, is remarkable 
for a productive and most valuable fishing of a mixed kind, as to engines, the trawl net 
being that most used.

2nd.—That the bay or inshore fishing has, for the last 190 years, been, by law, under 
restraints prescribed by the 13th and 14th Charles II., cap. 28, rendered more stringent 
by the Convention Act, 6th and 7th Victoria, cap. 79, and still further confirmed by the 14th 
and 15th Victoria, cap. 26, section 6.

3rd.—That the restraint prescribed by the Convention Act, was the result of, and 
strongly urged by the two successive Parliamentary Committees in 1817 and 1833.

4th.—That a strict observance of these restraints and regulations generally prevails, 
though there may have been occasional breaches.

5th.—That notwithstanding the progressive increase in the numbers of vessels, the 
supplies of all sorts of fish keep pace with the increased means of capture.

6th._ That the last measure of legislation, 14th and 15th Victoria, chap. 26, section 6,
extending to the whole coasts of Scotland and England, has been enacted at the instance 
of the Commissioners of British Fisheries, having a largo and well trained staff of officers, 
watching closely the interests of the most important and most prosperous fishing commu­
nity in the empire, and that it may be considered an unqualified affirmation of a similar 
regulation in the French Convention Act, but in more stringent terms, and after 9 years 
experience of its effects.

J. Redmond Barry,
Inspecting Commissioner of Fisheries.

To E. Hornsby, Esq.

Ilaviim been extensively engaged in the fish trade in Scotland for the last fifteen years, 
I have observed, with very much regret, the great injury done to the white fishings, by 
the use of trawl nets. Nearly about ten years ago, the trawl net was introduced into the 
Frith of Forth, and in accordance with the increase of the use of it, the gradual decrease 
in the take of white fish has been the result. Also on the west coast of Scotland (particu­
larly the Ayrshire coast) it is a well known fact that ever since the introduction of the 
trawl net, there has also been a gradual decrease in the take of white fish; and I am fully 
convinced in my opinion that the use of trawl must cither destroy the spawn of the fish 
or the young fry.

I may also mention, that from one station I had from 700 to 800 young turbot in one 
day lately, and scarcely a marketable fish amongst the whole, the most of them not weigh­
ing more than 1 to l|lbs. These were some of the produce of the trawl; and my objec­
tion principally applies to inlets, bays, or near the shore. Aly object being to get as many 
prime marketable fish as possible, 1 am, of course, in no way interested in the prevention of 
any particular mode of taking fish, which shall not be injurious to the fisheries in general.
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I speak from great experience, I being the owner of large stations in the Island of the Report of Inspecting 
Lewes, in the Frith of Forth, the west coast of Scotland ; my principal head-quarters being Commissioners of 
in Glasgow, and one way and another employing from 800 to 900 hands.

(Signed) Thomas Anderson,
October 29, 1852. Fish-Hall, Glasgow.

No. 2.
Holes on the River Fisheries of South Devon.

During my short tour through this interesting district, 1 could not fail to have been 
struck with the number and apparent importance of its rivers. 1 find, in a work published 
by Mr. Marshall in 1796, that the produce of the rivers of the district is said to have been 
chiefly salmon ; yet the general statement which has been made to me was, that such a 
thing as a salmon is rarely seen in any of the rivers of South Devon.

Marshall states a curious fact, which, if true, was analogous to the case of our Munhim 
and Owcnmore, in Mayo. The beautiful River Tamar rises in the northern extremity of 
Cornwall, and before it reaches the estuary near Saltash, about, five miles north of Ply­
mouth, traverses nearly 4 0 miles. The Tavey, much a smaller river, one of its tributaries, 
rises in Dartmoor, and joins it some miles above Saltash. Salmon used to go up the Tavey 
in February, and is never found in the Tamar till near May.

“In those days,” Marshall complains, “it is a practice, in every district, perhaps, for 
“ the dissolute part of those who live near the sources of rivers, to take salmon in the act 
“ of spawning, a crime for which scarcely any punishment can be too severe.”

Besides these rivers, there are the Exe, the Tcign, the Dart, the Taw, the first rising in 
Exmoor, and the three last in Dartmoor; the Otter rising in Somerset, and terminating 
near Budlcigh Saltertown, a few miles from Exmouth. All these should be salmon rivers, 
and all were once remarkable for their produce; but, alas! it was a period only remem­
bered. My first object was to find, in the splendid town of Exeter, how many fishing- 
tackle shops there were, 1 could hear only of one ; and 1 found the proprietor of the Golden 
Perch, High-street, most anxious to give me all possible information ; and learning that 
there had once been a society for the preservation of the Exo, I waited on the secretary, 
at Salisbury-placc, St. Sidwell’s, and he kindly accompanied me to the house of a veteran 
brother of the angle, not less zealous than himself. Both gentlemen received me most 
enthusiastically, hoping that even from Ireland there may come some chance of a regenera­
tion of their rivers. The season for the Teign is 4th March to 4th December; for the 
Exe, 1st January to 1st October; the Otter, 1st February to 1st August. The River Axe 
is not preserved, and has no fixed season ; it used to be very good indeed.

There are many mill weirs on the Exe, and nearly every weir has its hatch for killing 
fish without control or regulation. One of these gentlemen said, “ ’Tis vain for any voluntary 
“ unauthorized association to attempt preservation; all efforts have failed, and the fish is 
“ nearly extinct. We want a general Act of Parliament for doing away with these nuisances. 
“ There are 19 miles of the Exo, between Exeter and Tiverton, staked with several thou- 
“ sand stakes to prevent netting, ’tis our only mode of protecting; but they poison pools 
“in the Exc and several of its tributaries. The vitriol from paper mills is also very 
“ destructive.” The Coculus Indicus, made up in balls, is in common use ; and unfortunately 
there is an opinion prevailing that fish is in the finest state when full of spawn. As the 
laws stand at present, it is hopeless to regenerate our rivers. The same opinion prevails 
among the most intelligent persons interested in the Severn. This gentleman is a full 
believer in the doctrines of Shaw, Young, and Professor Agasis on the question of the parr.

The summary of the statements of these intelligent gentlemen proved clearly the cause 
why there was no fishing in the rivers of South Devon, and thoroughly realized the antici­
pations of Mr. Marshall in 1796.

From Dartmouth I went up the river to Totness, where I found a most enthusiastic 
angler. He accompanied me on a short ramble up the Dart. He states that the river is 
held by lease under the Duke of Somerset, by the master of the Castle, Inn; the fishing 
season of eight months is from 5th March to 5th November ; he fishes with draft nets of 
small mesh, and catches all he can; takes no trouble about the preservation of the upper 
waters ; he fishes four miles down the river to Stokemouth. The owners of the mills near 
Totness have a fishing cruive immediately adjacent to their mill-race, which wo found in 
full working order; though it was Sunday, the inscales were not removed. The taking of 
salmon or of sea trout is now very rare.

The lady of the Manor of Dartington, issues cards permitting fishing ; but there are 
no keepersnor other means for preservation, consequently scarcely any fishing except a few 
trout. “ The Dart, from its source at Cramnere Pool on Dartmoor, to the point where 
“ it falls into the sea at the mouth of Dartmouth Harbour, traverses a course of about 
“ 40 miles it has several nice tributaries. The Avon, which rises in Brentmoor, is or was 
managed by an association who issue cards at 30s. a year, or Is. 6<Z. per day ; their season 
is from the 5th February to the 5th September. Both here and on the Exe, the tributaries 
are said to be earlier than the main river. The mischievous practice of poisoning with 
lime prevails in the upper waters and tributaries of the Dart, most especially in “ the 
Harbourne.” It is also believed that much injury is sustained by the working of the mines. 
My companion mentioned a fish called a truff, which is believed to be of the salmon species, 
and which comes up soon after the peal; it is from 4 to 5 lbs., while the peal arc often 
under a pound. He deplored bitterly the total absence of any thing like an organized
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Report of Inspecting system of protection in this or any of the rivers of the country; voluntary associations 
FishSierform?! were found to be quite fruitless, without legislative powers and without funds. It is true 

the magistrates at quarter sessions have power to regulate the fence months; but their 
orders are little regarded, and consequently the fisheries arc declining. His statements 
and inferences quite accorded with those of the gentlemen at Exeter.

At Teignmouth I learned, that excepting only an occasional draft at the mouth, fishing 
is scarcely known on the River Teign. Their season is from 4th March to 4th December ; 
but the spawning time, in the close of the latter month, is the favourite period for the use 
of the spear in the upper waters.

In short, I left South Devon with the full conviction that notwithstanding the great room 
there is for improvement, we manage our river fisheries better at home.

James Redmond Barry.
Bristol, October 29, 1852.

No. 3.

Abstract of Returns received from Clerks of Petty Sessions, relative to prosecutions for 
Offences against Fishery Laws.

Districts, . . • The number of Petty Sessions Districts in Ireland
amounts to, . . . . . 603

The number of Petty Sessions Districts in Ireland 
in which prosecutions for offences against the 
Fishery Laws have taken place amounts to, 295

Prosecutions, . . . The number of prosecutions for Fishery offences
in year 1850 amounts to, . . . 1,081

The number of prosecutions for year 1851 
amounts to, . . . . . 851

The number of prosecutions for year 1852 
amounts to, . . . . . 804

Total number of prosecutions for three
years, ending December 31, 1852, . 2,736

Coast-guards, . . Number of prosecutions by coast-guards, 41
Constabulary, . . Number of prosecutions by constabulary, 302
Water-bailiffs and others, Number of prosecutions by water-

bailiffs, &c., .... 2,393
--------- 2,736

Convictions,

Dismissals,

. Out of the number of cases prosecuted, viz., 
2,736, the number of convictions amounts to. 2,054

682. Number of dismissals amounts to, *

Penalties, . The total amount of penalties inflicted for
£ 5. cL

Fishery offences for the three years, 
Out of which there has been paid by the

2,059 13 7

parties convicted a sum of, 538 18 5

Leaving a balance unpaid of, £1,520 15 2

For which warrants have been issued,
and parties, in some cases, left the
country, or for which the parties con­
victed have suffered imprisonment.

Costs, . On the number of persons convicted there
has been inflicted for costs a sum of, 203 15 9

Out of which there has been paid, 116 7 8

Leaving a balance unpaid of, - £87 8 1

Penalties and Costs, . The amount inflicted for penalties and
costs in the year 1850 is,

The amount inflicted for penalties and
1,209 6 7

costs in the year 1851 is,
The amount inflicted for penalties and

1,147 8 7

costs in the year 1852 is, 806 14 2
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£
Total amount of penalties and costs in­

flicted lor Fishery offences for the three

5. d. Report of Inspecting 
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Fisheries for 1852.

years ending December 31, 1852, is, . £3,163 9 4
Out of which there has been paid a sum of, 655

Leaving a balance unpaid of, . £2,508

6

3

1

3

No. 4.
Extract from Journal kept by Chief Boatman, Mr.’Anthony O’Flaherty, while"on 

board the trawling cutter “Druid,” when trawling in Galway Bay.

Date.

Quantity taken.

Observations.
Saleable Fish. Unsaleable Fish.

Soles. Turbot. Brit.
Plaice 

and 
Dabs.

Gurnet.
Hake, 
Rays, 
&c.

Plaice 
and 

Dabs.

Ray,
Gurnets, 

&c.

1852. 
July 8, . 9G 2 1 70 11 5 150 20

., 13, . 86 — 7 151 21 10 90 53
„ 14, • 14 — 9 30 3 — — Basket full of small and un-

marketable fish.
„ 15, . 224 — 14 130 40 18 — — Two baskets full of same, 

impossible to count, and 
5 small congers, and 4
dog-fish.

,, 1G, . 252 2 8 — 47 3 — —
„ 2G, . 170 _ G 139 55 49 1G1 G2

A large quantity of oflal„ 27 147 1 12 _ 3G 81 — —
and shell-fish.

„ 29, . 7 5 2 3 G 8
n » • 32 - 2 39 10 7 39 11 And a few small rays.

Hrmn+itv of fish conveyed bv the Midland Great Western Railway to Dublin, from the

Tons. Cwts. Qrs.
Salmon, turbot, lobster,'1 . . .150 19 —
Cod haddock, hake, &c., . . • 3 3
17 pls ,••••• 14 2
Cured nsh, . <• • • . ij 11 2
Oysters, • • • • . 8 0

Total, . .523 16 3

Nets, . . • , The number of cases in which nets have 
been forfeited amounts to, . 8

The number of cases in which nets have 
been destroyed amounts to, . 1

The amount received by sale of forfeited
5 6nets is, ... . £2

Fish, . The number of cases in which fish caught
in possession illegally amounts to, 2 

The amount received by sale of forfeited
fish is, .... £6 :16 U

Coast-guards, . . The number of cases prosecuted by the
coast-guards amounts to, . 41

The amount of expenses incurred by the
coast-guards in the above number of 
prosecutions is, . . . 13 9 0

The amount of expenses incurred by the
above prosecutions allowed by the 
magistrates is, ... 4 8 9

Balance, . £9 0 3
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Quantity of fish conveyed by the Great Southern and Western Railway to Dublin, from 
1st April, 1852, to 1st April, 1853.

Tons. Cwts. Qrs. lbs.
Salmon, . . . . 129 1 3 14
Herrings, . . . .134 19 1 17
Cod, &c., . . . .70 4 3 12

Total, . 334 6 0 15

Quantity of fish conveyed by the Dublin and Drogheda Railway to Dublin, from 1st April, 
1852, to 1st April, 1853.

Weight of fish, .... 447 tons.

Applications received by Commissioners.

District or Place 
to be aflccted by Application. Nature of Application. Observations.

Galway District,
Galway Bay,

Ballinskcllig’s Bay, 
Letterkenny District, . 
Londonderry District,

}}

V • •

Wexford District,

n
n • •

Skibbereen District, . 
Drogheda District,

Cork District,

» •

Sligo District, .
n 

Ballina District, 
Bann Bi ver, 
Blackwater River, 
Ballyshannon District,

To define mouth of Corrib river,
To extend the line inside which trawl 

ing is prohibited.
To prohibit trawling within the Bay, .
To alter close season, .
To prohibit trawling in Lough Foyle, .
To have draft net fishing for pollen in 

Lough Neagh prohibited.
To increase licence duty on bag nets, .
To reduce the licence duty on pollen 

nets from 15s. to 10s.
To prohibit seine net fishing from Wex­

ford Bridge to Enniscorthy.
To define mouth of River Slancy,
To prohibit seine net fishing in Bar of 

Lough during salmon close season.
To alter close season, .
To have a legal Queen’s share put in 

Rossnarce and Oldbridgc weirs.
To alter close season, .
To have Bandon weir regulated,
To raise licence duties on bag and draft 

nets.
To alter close season, .
To alter boundaries, .
To alter boundaries, .
To extend the season for eel fishing, 
Obstructions to be removed,
To have fixed fisheries valued,

Complied with.
Under consideration.

Not granted.
Not yet granted.
Under consideration.

Ditto.

Not granted.
Granted.

Under consideration.

Ditto.
Ditto.

Not granted.
Under consideration.

Ditto.
Ditto.

Not granted.

Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.

Further information required.
Being valued.

Bye-laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners.

Place affected. Nature of Law or Order. Date.

Limerick District, Change of season, 19 February, 1853.

Licences to form or plant Oyster Beds.

Licence granted to Place. Date.

Thomas Whyte,

J. C. Garvey,

On the shores of the lands of Cullina- 
morc, in the bay of Ballisodare, 
county of Sligo,

On the shores of certain lands in the 
bay of Westport, barony of Mur- 
risk, county of Mayo.

17 November, 1852.

Ditto.

Mouths of Rivers defined.

Names of Rivers. Date of Order defining 
Mouth of River.

Snave, or Coomhola, .
Ouvane, or Ballylickey,
Casben, .....
Dunmoran, ....
Corrib, .....

2 June, 1852.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.

5 June, 1852.
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Applications to form Oyster Beds. Tieport of Inspecting 
Commissioners ot 
Fisheries for 1852.

Name. Place. Observations.

William Lane, . On the shores of certain lands in Lough 
Foyle, county Londonderry.

Under consideration.

T. 0. Woodhouse, On the shores of certain lands in the 
bay of Mulroy, county Donegal.

Ditto.

Applications to define Mouths of Rivers.

Rivers. Decision.

Emlaghmore, .... Under consideration.
Tinnehy, .... Ditto.
Doonbcg, .... Ditto.
Fcale, ..... Ditto.
Cushcndall, .... Ditto.
Slaney, ..... Ditto.
Boyne,....................................... Ditto.
Erne, .....
Bundrowcs, . . . •

Ditto.
Ditto.

Teelin, ..... Ditto.
llourv, ..... Ditto.
Ownahincliy, .... Ditto.
Lackagh, ..... Ditto.
Midlcton, .... No object to be attained by 

defining mouth of river.
Carrigaline, .... Ditto.

D
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State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1853, pursuant to the

Name 
of District. Boundaries. Registering Officer.

1st Class employed 
in 1852.

2nd Class employed 
in 1852.

1st Class employed | 
in 1853.

2nd Class employed 
in 1853.

Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessel s. 1 Men. Boys. Vessels.
1

Men. | Boys, j Vessels. Men. Boys.

Dublin, From whip of water to
Breaches, Co. Wicklow.

T. E. Symonds, . 49 130 46 150 482 28 16 114 41 145 513 41

Gorey, From the Breaches to 
the Sluice.

J. Bowie, 174 1,121 96 84 315 53 196 1,255 107 92 368 57

Wexford, . From the Sluice to Fc- 
thard.

II. A. Stewart, 63 241 5 410 1,889 20 30 120 4 2.53 1,316 6

Waterford, . From Barrow Bar 'to 
Ballyvoile Bridge.

W. G. Mansfield,. 52 230 25 324 1,300 38 GO 250 26 335 1,342 38

Youghal, . From Ballyvoile Head 
to Ballywilliam Cove.

C. Bagshot, . 77 451 30 359 1,619 102 68 176 45 331 1,412 129

Cove, . From Ballywilliam to 
Flat Head.

0. P. Knott, 117 350 35 759 2,503 200 112 330 37 7 09 2,27 0 197

Kinsale, From Flat Head East 
to Inchy Bridge.

J. W. Douglass, . 93 640 42 915 5,330 40 86 600 70 771 1,540 50

Skibbereen,. From Tneby Bridge to 
■three Castle Head.

J. II. Norcock, 43 215 30 1,001 3,100 100 10 280 25 700 3,000 2S0

Whitehorse, From Three Castle I lead 
to Whitehorse Head.

W. Townsend, - - - 24 50 9 27 50 10 13 16 5

Castletown, . From ’Whitehorse Head 
to Innisherky.

T. Hungerford, . 67 266 3 1,744 8,697 133 61 218 3 1,673 1,672 126

Westcove, . Froni Shirky Island to 
lover Eena or Inny.

John Adam, - - - 56 444 13 4 20 - 90 410 50

Knightstown, From F.ena River to 
Castlemaine. W. Lyons, . - - - 271 1,330 1 1 3 - 216 1,096 1
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5tli and Gtli Viet., cap. 10G, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1852.

Total employed 
in 1852.

Total employed 
in 1853.

Increase since 
1852.

Decrease since 
1852. Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Com­

manders of Coast-Guards and other Registering 
Officers, up to the 1st January, 1853.

Vessels. j Men. Boys.
1 Vessels.
1 Men.

| Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men.
1 Boys.

199 018 74 191 087 82 69 8 8 The general condition of the Fishing Establishment 
in this district inferior in every respect. The second 
class boats have increased ; the gear is rather better. 
The take of fish has been less productive generally by 
the Irish, but equally successful amongst the Cornish 
fishermen. The salmon fishery is nearly extinct in this 
district. No Curing Establishments. The only instance 
of disagreement is that between the Cornish men and 
the Dublin trawlers, in which the latter were the aggres­
sors. The conduct of the fishermen is generally orderly 
and peaceable. Vessels should be employed expressly 
for the purpose of maintaining ord< r on tho different 
fishing grounds.

258 1,430 149 288 1,023 104 30 187 15 The condition of the Fishing Establishment much better.
The class of boats ami nets somewhat improved. The 
take of fish was not so good as last year. Scarcely any 
salmon on this line of coast. Improved nets used at 
Courtown, but no fish taken. No Curing Establish­
ments. No conflicts. The conduct of the fishermen 
orderly and peaceable.

•173 2,130 25 289 1,430 10 - - - 184 691 15 The condition of the Fishing Establishment considerably 
worse in every respect, both as to boats and gear, and 
no sign of improvement whatever. The take of fish by 
far less productive than any year. Tho past was tho 
worst season for salmon fishing ever known on this 
coast. No Curing Establishments. The habits of tho 
fishermen remarkably orderly. No conflicts.

376 1,530 03 401 1,592 64 25 50 1 - - - The condition of boats and gear much worse as compared 
with 1811. The take of fish less productive, owing to 
the bad condition of their boats and gear. The salmon 
fisheries have not improved. Bag nets have not been 
introduced. There arc no Curing Establishments. No 
conflicts. The fishermen orderly and peaceable.

430 2,070 132 402 1,888 174 — — 42 24 182 Tho condition of tho Fishing Establishment appears to 
be on the decline, both in boats and gear. The take of 
ail kinds of fish has been less productive. The salmon 
fisheries have improved. Bag and fiy nets have been 
used on the coast with good success. A Curing Estab­
lishment was formed at Helvick Head, but it was 
broken up about three years since. There are none 
now in existence in this district. There are no conflicts. 
The conduct of the fishermen is orderly and peaceable.

876 2,85!) 241 821 2,600 234 - - - 55 259 7 There is no sign of improvement whatever in the condition 
of the Fishing Establishment in this district. The take 
of fish has been rather more productive. Some slight 
improvement has taken place in the salmon fisheries. 
There are no Curing Establishments. No conflicts. 
The fishermen orderly and peaceable.

1,003 5,970 82 800 5,140 120 — — 38 148 836

k

There is one small Fishing Establishment in this district. 
The boats, and gear, and nets, are kept in better order 
than in 1814. 'I here has been but a small take of fish 
this last rear. There are no salmon fisheries in this 
district, except up the Bandon river, which has rather 
declined than otherwise. No Curing Establishments 
have been formed within the last three years : there is 
a small one in existence belonging to Mr. Dawson, of 
Kinsale. The fishermen are most peaceablcand orderly. 
No conflicts.

1,047 3,315 430 740 3,280 305 - - — 307 35 125 Tho Fishing Establishment is declining rapidly. Gear 
generally defective. No sign of improvement. There 
has been a large quantity of hake taken during tho 
summer. In other respects the take of fish has been 
an average one. No improvement in the salmon 
fisheries. There are no Curing Establishments. There 
are no conflicts. The habits of the fishermen are orderly 
and peaceable.

24 50 9 40 60 15 16 16 6 — The general condition of the Fishing Establishment very 
bad. There is no sign of improvement whatever. Tho 
take of fish has been much less than last year, scarcely 
any fish having been taken. There are no salmon 
caught in this district. No Curing Establishments in 
this district. No conflicts. The habits of the fisher­
men are orderly and peaceable.

1,811 8,903 136 1,734 1,980 129 - - - 77 6,983 7 The Fishing Establishment not in such good condition 
as in 1814, and no sign id' improvement. No marked 
difference in the take of fish. The salmon fisheries in 
this district are very limited. No new modes intro­
duced. No Curing Establishment at present in tho 
district. No conflicts. The habits of the fishermen 
most orderly and peaceable. The fisheries of this dis­
trict might be considerably improved by small grants 
of money, to be repaid under certain regulations, as 
parts of the coast abound with fish.

56 444 13 94 430 50 38 - 37 - 14 - The Fishing Establishment was better off in 1844. They 
arc rather improving. Tho take offish this year would 
have equalled, if not exceeded, last year, but that the 
severe storms have hardly let a hake trammel net for 
the poor fishermen be set. Tho salmon fisheries have 
not improved. No Curing Establishments. The fisher­
men very peaceable.

271 1,330 1 217 1,099 I 54 231 The boats in this district arc in a very bad condition, and 
the nets nearly worn out; the fishermen are so poor 
they are unable to replace them. Tho take offish last 
year has been much less than the preceding years. 
The salmon fisheries have not improved. There are 
two Curing Establishments at K iliorglin. The fisher­
men arc extremely orderly and peaceable. It is gene­
rally believed, if mackerel and herring nets were intro­
duced the fishermen on this coast would be much 
benefited.

I) 2
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State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1853, pursuant to the

■ Name 
OF DlSHUCT„ Boundaries. Registering Officer.

1st Class employed 
in 1852.

2nd Class employed 1 
in 1852.

1st Class employed 2nd Class employed 
in 1853.ii 185:;.

Vessels. Men. Bovs. Men. 3oys. Vessels. Men. Joys.Vessels. Men. Boys.

Dingle, From Inch Point to 
Blcnnerville.

Wm. Sterne, 17 ! 7IJ 131 647 4 20
82 1

5 I 134 ' 6-0 | 1

Ballyheige, . From Blcnnerville to 
Ballybunnion.

H. Lawrence, 2!) 73 21 37 164 29
73 1

20 37 158 4

Kilrush, From Limerick to Far- 
rabie Bay.

J. J. Palmer, Hi IS - 88 168 - 23 100 69 125 392 11

Seaiield, From Farrabie Beach 
to Black Head.

E. J. Morriss, - - 98 261 - - - (i!) 177 8

Galway, From Black Head to 
Mason Island.

T. Richardson, 100 500 50 500 2,000 20 253 1,012 157 7 35 2,940 183

Clifden, From Mace Head to
Ruanna Point.

A.C. May, . 65 288 180 2.253 14 72 288 10 599 2,396 -

Westport, From Ruanna Point to 
Achill Head.

J. A. Macdonald, . 11 55 - 280 1,135 - 10 37 - 210 813 -

Keele, . From Achill Head to 
Duna Castle.

B. E. Quaddling, .
4

16 20 1 171 663 - 6 18 - 119 1,065 -

Dulough, From Duna Castle to 
Brandy Point.

W. Dawson, - - 189 520 - - - *• 185 677 51

Dunkeehan, From Brandy Point to 
Glensky Cove.

F. Carey, - - 43 126 40 - - - 37 166 -

Ballycastle, . From Glensky Cove to 
Ballina Bridge.

A. Henri, . - - 125 912 - - - - 139 983 -

Pullendiva, . From Lower Bridge in 
Ballina to Lr. Bridrre 
in Sligo.

R. K. Thompson,. 1 3 - 82 423 - 1 3 - 89 405 3

Mullaghmore , From Abbey Bridge 
to Abbey Point 

Donegal.

J. A. Pritchard. . 7 28 - ISO 900 - '.) 8 (J 2 117 SOO 20

Killibegs, From Abbey Point 
Donegal, to Glen’ 
Loch.

Chas. Bly th, 5 23 4 284 1,230 420 6 27 4 220 1.085 254



OF FISHERIES FOR 18.52.

5tli and Gtli Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January 1852.

Total cmplovcd 
in 1852.

Total cmployi 
in 1853.

•d
i Increase since 

1852.
Decrease since 

1852. Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Com­
manders <>t Coast-Guards and other Registering

Vessels, I Men. ,
|

Hoys, j Vessels.
1

Men. | Boy s. Vessels. | Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. j Boys.
Officers, up to the 1st January, 1853.

151
1

72G 1

•
i

1 154 '<62 6
1
I

l

3 3G
1

1

- - j
1

1

1

The sprit-sail b< ats ami row brats arc much worse, but 
the canoes, which arc now coming into general use, have 
much improved. The take of fish has been much less 
productive than for many years. The salmon fishery 
w ithin the limits of this district has failed within the 
last two years. No new Curing Establishment has been 
formed. There exists one at present in Dingle. Tho 
fishermen arc generally orderly and peaceable. No 
conflicts.

G6 ; 237 2G GG j 231
1

21

i
1

— _ 1 — 6 o 1
i

Fishing in this district, at all times trifling, has of latu 
years decreased considerably, and no sign of improve­
ment. No fish taken, with the exception of a few 
salmon at the Cashi n river. The take of salmon was 
very trifling. No Curing Establishments. No conflicts 
have occurred. The general habits of the fishermen 
are orderly ami peaceable.

101 21 G

1

148 792 80 11 57 G i so - - - No improvement in the Fishing Establishment of thia 
district, in consequence ot the poverty of the people. 
The herring fishery lias been an entire failure on this 
part of the coast. The salmon fisheries have improved. 
No Curing Establishments. No conflicts have occurred. 
The habits of the fishermen have been orderly and 
peaceable.

98 | 261 — G9 177 8 1
1

1

— — H 29 84 The condition of the Fishing Establishment has greatly 
fallen ell', the poverty of the fishermen not permitting 
them to repair or replace their nets, lines, Ate. Tho 
take of fish certainly less productive. Very few salmon 
taken last year. Bag nets introduced, but with little 
success. No Curing Establishments. No conflicts. 
'Hie habits ot the fisln rmen orderly and peaceable.

GOO 2,500 70 9*8 3,952 310 388 1,152 270 - — — The general condition of the Fishing Establishment very 
much worse. No sign of improvement whatever. The 
take of fish has been generally bad. The salmon 
fisheries were rather more productive than the former 
season. There are two Curing Establishments in exist­
ence. The conflicts have been less frequent. Tho 
habits of the fishermen aio very disorderly and quarrel­
some, unless allowed to do exactly as they please.

545 2,511 l(i G71 2,084 10 20 1 13 — — —• G The boats and gear are of tho worst description. A 
decided failing oil’. The take of fish less productive. 
The salmon fisheries have not been so generally produc­
tive. No Curing Establishments. No conflicts have 
occurred. The fishermen are very orderly. If tho 
fishermen were provided with good boats, nets, hooks, 
and lines, there is no doubt the fisheries would improve.

294 1,190 - 220 880 - — 74 310 — There is no visible improvement in tho condition of the 
Fishing Establishment in this district. The take of fish 
has been much less productive. Salmon fisheries not 
improved. No Curing Establishments in existence. 
No conflicts. The habits of the iislicimcn are quiet and 
peaceable.

187 GS3 1 125 l,0s3 - - 400 - G2 — 1 There is no sign of improvement in the condition of tho 
Fishing Establishment. Tho last year has been very 
unproductive; a very small quantity of fish captured. 
No salmon fisheries. No Curing Establishments in tho 
district. No conflicts have taken place during tho past 
year. The habits of the fishermen arc orderly and 
peaceable.

189 520 — 185 G77 51 157 51 1 The Fishing Establishment in this district much im­
proved. The take of fish has been more productive. 
A great improvement in the salmon fishery at Bally- 
croy, but no visible improvement on the coast. No new 
Curing Establishment has been formed. There is ono 
in existence. The habits of the fishermen are orderly 
and peaceable. The fishery would be more productive 
if the men had better boats and gear.

43 12G 40 37 1G0 - — 10 — £i 40 All the Fishing Establishment in this district has gone 
to wreck and ruin. Very little sign of improvement. 
The take of fish has not been more productive than last 
year. No take of salmon for the last three years. No 
Curing Establishments have been formed. No conflicts 
have taken place. The fishermen arc orderly and 
peaceable.

125 912 - 139 983 - 14 71 — — The condition of the Fishing Establishment is bad. 
There is, however, some sign of improvement. The 
take ot fish was rather more productive as to herrings 
and mackerel. '1 he salmon fisheries have improved, 
’lherc are no Curing Establishments. No conflicts. 
’1 he habits of the fishermen orderly and peaceable.

83 42 G - 90 408 3 7 - 3 - 18 lhe condition of the Fishing Establishment not in any 
way improved. No sign m improvement. The take of 
fish less productive. No improvement whatever in the 
hi mon fisheries. There aie no Curing Establishments, 

o conflicts. ’lhe habits of the fishermen are orderly 
ami peaceable.

187 928 - 12G 83G 22 - 61 92 — lhe coast fishing is generally fallen oft’. No sign of im- 
piovement, except in the salmon fisheries established 

‘ Ji- •1*le take of fish has been rather better.
Ifie <ligosalmon fishery has been improved bv a Scotch 
company. No Curing Establishments. There have been 
no con uts. lhe habits ot the fishermen are orderly 
and peaceable.

289 1,253 424 22G 1,112 258 - 63 141 166 The condition of the Fishing Establishment is consider­
ably woise, as respects both boatsand gear. Tho take 
ot fish has been less productive. Last season there was 
a considerable improvement in the salmon fisheries. 
No new Curing Establishments have been formed. 
There arc two in existence, on a very small and impcr- 

- tect scale. No conflicts. The fishermen aro orderly 
and peaceable, j
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State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1853, pursuant to the

Name 
of District. Boundaries. Registering Officer.

1st Class employed 
in 1852.

2nd Class employed 
in 1852.

1st Class employed 
in 1853.

2nd Class employed 
in 1853.

Vessels Men. Boys Vessels
1

Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men.
1
Boys.

Lochrus, From Glen Lough to 
Gweebaira Bar.

T. Moore, . - - - 50 197 5 - - - 50 197 5

Rutland, From Gweebarra Bar to 
Bloody Foreland.

R. Heard, . - - - 351 1,371 21 - - - 325 1,217 78

Sheephaven, From Bloody Foreland
Point to Fannet Point.

J. Mitchell, . - - - 283 803 100 - - - 202 315 40

Rathmullen, From Fannet Point to 
Ramelton, the East 
side of Lough Swilly.

M. Knox, - - - 70 280 - 1 -1 - 69 125 100

Carne, From Leenan Bay to 
Innishowen Head.

G. J. Penfold, - - - 115 793 - - - - 88 501 56

Greencastle, From Innishowen Head 
to Down Hill.

II. R. Raye,. 11 3-1 1 173 719 25 19 43 - 1G2 653 28

Ballycastle, . From Magilligan Point 
to Mountain Stream, 
South of Drumnasloe.

J. A. Abbott, - - - 299 952 129 - - - 236 566 44

Carrick Fergus, From Drumnasloe to 
Bars Port.

A. Little . 29 91 10 -13G 1,171 115 21 55 0 193 511 72

Donaghadee, From Bars Port to Bally- 
quinton Point.

R. Studdert, 101 •171 16 528 1,093 181 107 482 1G 5G1 1,146 194

Strangford, . From Ballyquinton to 
Sheepland Head.

J. J. Keeling, 8 go 18 G73 1,465 610 8 68 10 450 1,-132 5-1

Newcastle, . From Gunn’s Island to 
Biver Foott.

C. J. Austin, 3 18 o 121 -164 73 o 13 1 96 395 69

Carlingford,. From River Foott to Bal- 
lagan Point,includin'’’ 
Curlingford Lough.

C. Servante,. 12 80 - 270 1,219 8 9 52 1 235 1,162 7

Dundalk, From Ballagan Point to 
Maiden Tower.

J. Sibbald, . 2 12 - 104 451 76 o 12 - 113 452 94

Mtdaliide, . From Maiden Tower to 
Whip of Water.

J. Irwin, 49 323 38 41 140 12 52 333 51 59 218 1



OF FISHERIES FOR 1852.

5th and Gth Viet., cap. 10G, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January 1852.

Total employed 
in 185'2.

Total employed 
in 1853.

Increase since 
1852.

Decrease since 
1852. Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Com­

manders of Coast-Guards and other Registering 
Officers, up to the 1st January, 1853.1

Vessels. 1
1

Men. | Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys.

50 197 5 50 197 5 - - - - - - Thc condition of the Fishing Establishment much worse. 
Thc take of iish much the same as last year. The 
salmon fisheries have improved last season. No Curing 
Establishments. No conflicts have taken place. Tho 
habits of the fishermen always orderly and peaceable.

351 1,371 21 325 1,217 78 — — 56 26 154 Boats appear better, but as to gear, thc fishermen have 
scarcely any. No sign of improvement. The take of 
fish has been less productive. Thc salmon fisheries 
have improved the last season. There are no Curing 
Establishments. No conflicts on this part of tho coast 
for some years. Thc fishermen are peaceable and orderly.

283 803 100 202 345 40 — — 81 -158 GO No alteration for thc better in the Fishing Establishment. 
No sign of improvement. No difference in the take of 
fish. Bag nets have been established for the capture of 
salmon, ami la-t season was an average one. No Curing 
Establishments in this district. There has been only 
one instance of conflicts, and that was in reference to 
salmon fishing. The fishermen arc orderly and peace­
able.

70 280 70 129 100 100 51 The Fishing Establishment is very much fallen off, from 
want of means to conduct the fishery and buy the neces- 
snrv materials. Not the least sign of improvement. 
The take of fish has been quite as productive as former 
years. Thc salmon fisheries have fallen off. No new 
inodes of fishing have been introduced. No Curing 
Establishments. No conflicts. Thc habits of the fisher­
men orderly and quiet. A much larger quantity of fish 
could be caught if the fishermen were provided with 
boats and lines, as bait can bo procured in quantities.

115 793 — 88 504 56 — — 56 27 289 There has been a great filling off in the number of boats, 
and in the state of their gear, owing to the extreme 
poverty of the fishermen. No sign of improvement 
whatever. Thc take of fish this last year has been less 
productive than usual. The salmon fisheries have 
l.allen off considerably. There arc no Curing Establish­
ments. No conflicts have occurred. The fishermen aro 
as orderly and peaceable as could be wished. If a loan 
fund were established for the benefit of the fishermen 
it would be a great boon.

181 7-13 26 LSI 696 28 — — o 3 47 Thc Fishing Establishment in this district has been much 
on the decline. Thc take of fi-h has been considerably 
less productive, with tho exception of salmon, which 
has considerably improved. No new inodes of taking 
salmon introduced. There are no Curing Establish­
ments. No conflicts. 'Hie habits of thc fishermen are 
orderly and peaceable.

291) 952 12!) 236 566 44 - - - 63 386 85 No improvement in the condition of tho Fishing Estab­
lishment in this district. The take of fish was the 
worst known for many y< ars. Salmon fishing extremely 
unproductive. Bag nets were in general use. There 
are no Curing Establishments in this district. Conflicts 
have been very rare, the fishermen being generally 
orderly and peaceable.

165 1,262 125 214 599 78 - - - 251 663 47 Thc condition of thc Fishing Establishment is improving 
slightly. Cod and haddock were more productive, but 
mackerel and herrings less than usual. The salmon 
fisheries have improved. There are no Curing Estab­
lishments. No conflicts have taken place. Tho habits 
of thc fishermen are orderly and peaceable.

632 1,561 1.97 668 1,168 210 36 6-1 13 - - - Thc Fishing Establishment appears to bo rather on the 
decline. The take of fish has been somewhat less. No 
improvement in the salmon fisheries. No Curing Estab­
lishments have been formed. There arc no conflicts. 
The habits of the fi.-heimcn peaceable and orderly.

681 1,525 688 458 1,500 64 - - - 223 25 62-1 No improvement whatever in tho Fi-hing Establishment 
in this district, but rather on the decline. The tako of 
fish less productive. There arc no salmon fisheries in the 
district. No Curing Establishments. Conflicts never 
occur. Tiie habits of the fishermen aro orderly and 
peaceable.

121 -183 75 98 408 70 - - - 26 75 5 Tho Fishing Establishment is very bad, except at Lee­
stones, where it is rather improved. The take of fish 
has been less productive, except at Lecstones, where 
the herring fishing has been more productive, and the 
other fishing much the same. The salmon fisheries 
have not improved, but quite the reverse. There are 
no Curing Establishments. No conflicts. The habits of 
thc fishermen orderly ami peaceable.

282 1,299 8 2-1-1 1,214 8 - - 38 85 lhe condition of the Fishing Establishment very inferior. 
The boats and gear much worse. Thc take of'fish more 
productive, especially in the herring fi-hery. No salmon 
fishery in this district. No Curing Establishment in 
the district No conflicts. The fishermen in general 
orderly and peaceable.

100 463 76 115 -164 94 9 1 18 - — — Boats and gear in a fair condition. The take of fish loss 
productive. The salmon fisheries have not improved. 
No new mode introduced for taking salmon. NoCuring 
Establishments, or any attempts made to cure fish. No 
conflicts have taken place. The habits of the fishermen 
are orderly and peaceable.

90 463 50 111 551 61 21 88 11 — — The first-class boats at Skerries and ITowtb improved, 
but retrograded much at Balbriggan, and the gear. Ac. 
very defective. Little or no improvement. The tako 
of fish similar to last year. No salmon fisheries. No 
Curing Establishments. No conflicts. The habits of 
the fishermen orderly and peaceable.



28 REPORT OF INSPECTING COMMISSIONERS

Report of Inspecting
Commissioners of 
Fisheries for 1852.

Abstract of Statements from Boards of Conservators as

Number and Name of 
District.

General state of the 
Salmon and Inland 

Fisheries of Ireland.

Whether the Take of
Spring Fish this Year has 

| been more or less pro- 
I ductive, and the Prospects 

for present Season.

Whether the Take of 
I Salmon in iKrj was more 
I or less productive than 

in 1851.

1 Average price of

| Salmon obtained by 
the Captors.

1.—Dublin,
1

The state of the Fish­
eries in this district 
progressing slowly.

' The take of spring fish 
this year has been less 
productive.

1
J Last year more produc­

tive than 1851.
From Id.Gd. to 2d. per lb.

2.—Wexford, The general opinion is 
against improvement, 
though it is too early 
to form a correct 
judgment.

Less productive; only five 
spring fish taken as yet, 
though 19 nets are fish­
ing. Prospects bad.

, Last year was better 
i than 1851.

About Id. to Is. GJ. per lb.

3.—Waterford, . Most decidedly im­
proving.

The take of spring fish 
has this season been 
considerably larger than 
for many years past, nnd 
good fishing is antici­
pated this season.

Some slight improve­
ment in the whole of 
last season's take, as 
compared with that of 
1851.

This season it has been 
from Id. d(Z. to 2d. GJ. 
per lb.

4.—Lismore, « Much improved, . Much more productive, 
the fish heavier and 
better, with a prospect 
of a fair take for the 
ensuing portion of the 
season.

More productive than 
the preceding year- of 
1851.

About Id. per lb., .

5.—Cork, . If the fish passes were 
made on the weirs, the 
district would improve.

In general about the same. 
No fish for several days 
taken in the upperwaters 
and very little prospect 
of much.

More productive in a 
very small degree.

Id. per lb., .

6’.—Skibbereen, With the exception of 
the river lien, there 
is no fish to signify in 
the other rivers. In 
the lien there is little, 
if any, increase.

Spring fish are not found 
in the river before June. 
No prospect of improve­
ment.

The take of fish 
much the same. Both 
seasons indifferent, 
though something bet­
ter than a year or two 
previous.

About Id. per lb.,

CL—Bantry, . ; The state of the Fish­
eries generally bad ; 
but much better at 
present than for some 
years past.

No fish has been taken 
yet, but there is a pros­
pect of productiveness.

The take of fish last 
year was less produc­
tive.

About Id. per lb.,

6s.—Kenmare. . The state of the Fish­
eries is rather improv­
ing. having been most 
discouragingtill within 
the last year.

Spring fish are not found 
in any numbers before 
May.

The take of salmon last 
year has considerably 
improved.

From Id. to 5J. per lb.,

7.—Killamey, . An improvement on last 
year.

More productive than last 
year.

More productive, About Is. per lb., .

8.—Limerick, . The salmon and inland 
Fisheries much im­
proved.

More than usually produc­
tive in February and 
early in March. The 
ensuing portion of the 
season promises to be 
very productive.

Much more productive, About from Is. 4d. to Is.
8c/. per lb.

9.—Galway, No great prospect of 
improvement at pre­
sent.

Less productive than on 
former years, and no 
great appearance for the 
ensuing year.

The year of 1852 was 
much less productive 
in the take of salmon 
than 1851.

About 8J. per lb..

101.—Ballynakill, The salmon and inland 
Fisheries are on the 
increase.

Not much spring fish as 
yet. There were but 
few spawning fish in 
1850, and the prospects 
are doubtful.

The take of salmon has 
been more productive.

From 5d. to GJ. per lb.,

JO8.—Bangor, . The Fisheries of this 
district are at present 
much in the same con­
dition as former vears.

The take of spring fish 
is much more than last 
season.

Much more productive, About Id. per lb.,

11.—Balliua, . The Fisheries of this 
district slightly im­
proving.

The take of spring fish 
much less productive 
than last year. Cannot 
yet form an accurate 
opinion as to the pros­
pects.

A little more salmon 
caught last year than 
the preceding, though 
last season was not 
above two-thirds of 
the old average catch.

About -1J. per lb., ,

12.—Sligo, There appears to be a 
good prospect at pre­
sent of the salmon 
Fisheries improving.

The take of spring fish 
the same as last year.

The take of salmon last 
year better in general.

Cannot say, . ,

13.—Ballyshannon, • The Fisheries have been 
improving tor the last 
two vears.

The spring fishing is 
about an average to the 
present date.

The take of salmon was 
better in theyear 1851.

About 5J. per lb.,

14.—Lettcrkenny, The general state ot the 
salmon Fisheries un­
productive.

The spring fishing about 
the same as last year, 
and cannot yet form an 
opinion as to the pros­
pects.

The take of salmon 
much the same as in I 
1851.

About GJ. per lb.,

15.—Londonderry, So far they are nnpro- I Up to the present not 1852 has exceeded that About the same as last
ductive, but this is to . 
be attributed to the 1 
present cold weather.

greater than last year. oi 1851. year.

If>.—Ballycastle, The salmon Fisheries 
gradually decreasing.

The take of spring fish 
less productive than in 
former years.

Gradually decreasing, . About 7J. per lb..

IL—Drogheda, . The take of fish has 
been less, but the fish 
larger.

The take of spring fish 
has been less this year.

The take of salmon 
last year has been 
rather better than the 
preceding.

About la. id. to la. 8d 
per lb.
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to the State of the Salmon and Inland Fisheries of Ireland.

Whether Salmon 
purchased chiefly for 
Exportation or Home 

Consumption.

The Amount of Protection 
during Close Season of 

1852, as compared with pre­
ceding Year of 1851.

Whether the quantity 
of Breeding Fish ob­
served in the Rivers 

has been greater or less 
than preceding Year.

Whether the quantity 
of Fry appearing in 

Rivers this Spring is 
greater or less than pre­
ceding Spring of 1851.

Suggestions 
from Conservators.

Chiefly for exporta­
tion.

Principally for expor­
tation.

Nearly all purchased 
for exportation.

Almost exclusively for 
exportation.

The amount of protection 
has been considerable, 
though the funds have 
been very small, and 
slight support given by 
the Constabulary.

Last year's protection has 
been very well carried 
out.

No very material differ­
ence in the amount of 
protection between the 
years 1851 and 1852.

The protection afforded 
last close season much 
the same as former year.

Greater, .

Much greater, .

Much greater, .

The number of breed­
ing fish has been 
the largest for some 
years.

Greater,

Rather too early to 
judge, but from the 
number of slack fish 
the supply of fry must 
be very great.

It is expected greater 
quantities of fry will 
appear during the pre­
sent than the past 
spring, but it is rather 
early to judge.

A large quantity of fry 
is expected.

Fishery Acts should be 
consolidated.

To alter the present close 
season.

To alter the present sea­
son for angling.

Nearly all for expor­
tation.

Protection was carried out 
as far as the funds would 
admit, as strictly as pos­
sible.

Apparently greater, . Greater, Grants to be given for 
building fish passes. 
Moiety of fines ought to 
go to Conservators, &c.

None purchased for 
exportation.

The protection has im­
proved, though not suffi­
cient.

The quantity of breed­
ing fish has been 
rather greater.

The quantity of fry much 
the same.

Change of season.

Almost exclusively for 
exportation.

There was but little pro­
tection given.

Considerably more, . Greater, —

Almost exclusively for 
exportation.

Protection has been about 
the same.

Greatly increased, Greatly increased, Rod licences to be reduced 
to 5s.

Chiefly for exporta­
tion.

The greater portion 
is exported.

The amount of protection 
has been greater.

The protection was very 
great both years, but 
better organized lastyear, 
and consequently more 
effective.

Greater.

Considerably greater,

Decided increase,

Fry do not generally 
appear in the Shannon 
until the month of 
April.

Alteration in season and 
licence duty.

The present system of 
protection is calculated 
to improve the Fisheries 
of this district to an un­
limited extent.

None purchased for 
exportation.

Much greater protection 
in the close season of 
1852 than that of 1851.

Much less in 1852 
than 1851,

No quantity of fry ap­
pearing.

—

Principally purchased 
for home supply in 
the Dublin markets.

Protection last close sea­
son equal to former.

The quantity of breed­
ing fish has been 
much greater.

Fry do notappearin this 
district much sooner 
than the middle of 
April.

—

All for exportation. Much better protected 
this season than last.

Much greater, . Much greater. —

Chiefly for exporta­
tion.

Protection during last 
dose season much the 
same as that of previous 
year.

A little more breed­
ing fish than pre­
ceding year.

Fry are only now begin­
ning to appear.

—

Almost all exported. The Fisheries were never 
better protected.

There never was more 
breeding fish seen 
than last year.

No fry appearing yet. —

Chiefly for exporta­
tion.

The protection improving, Greater, . Less. —

Altogether for expor­
tation.

The amount of protection 
during the past close 
season was much the 
same as preceding year.

Greater, . No fry appearing in the 
river yet.

Principally for expor­
tation.

Much the same as pre­
ceding year.

Greater, . Much about the same 
as preceding year.

Increase of licence duty.

Chiefly for exporta­
tion.

The protection much the 
same as formerly.

The quantity of breed­
ing fish less.

The quantity of fry less. —

Chiefly for home con­
sumption.

Increased protection, Greater, . The fry has been in­
creasing.

Change of season.

Report of Inspecting 
Commissioners of 
Fisheries for 1852.
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Schedule of Licences’ Duties received by the Boards

Number and Description of Licences sold in 1851.

1851.

Amount 
of

Licence 
Duty.

1851.

Per centage 
on 

Poor Law 
Valuation.

1851.

Total 
Amount 
received.

1851.

| 1. Sa
lm

on
 B

od
s, I

I 2. C
ro

ss
 L

in
es

. '
1 3. S

na
p N

et
s. .

4.
 D

ra
ft 

N
et

s.
! 5. D

rif
t N

et
s. ;

| 6. T
ra

m
m

el
 N

et
s. ;

i 7. Po
le

 N
et

s.
j 8. B

ag
 N

et
s. 

,

1 9. F
ly

 N
et

s.

10
. S

ta
ke

 N
et

s

i 11.
 H

ea
d 

W
ei

rs
. (

| 12.
 B

ox
, C

rib
, &

c.

| 13.
 G

ap
, E

ye
, &

.c
. !

■ 14. 
Sw

ee
pe

rs
.

• 15.
 C

og
hi

lls
.

j 16.
 Lo

op
 N

et
s. |

I 17.
 T

ra
m

m
el

s, 
1'

5.
 1

1. Dublin, * 62 3 - 10 • - 1 4 - — — — tJ — - — —

£ s. d.

61 0 0

£ 3. d. £ s. d.

61 0 0 143

2. Wexford, . 23 - - 31 - 3 - 9 - - - - - - - - - 82 15 0 — 82 15 0 251

3. Waterford, . 71 70 167 14 11 - - 1 - 10 20 6 26 - - - - 403 15 0 — 403 15 0 1,094

4,. Lismore, 50 41 16 5 - - - 8 J 23 16 - 307 10 0 50 0 0 357 10 0 376

5. Cork, . 116 39 - 53 - - - IS - 8 - - - - - 215 0 0 — 215 0 0 586

6*. Skibbereen, . 12 - - u - 1 - - - - - - - - 14 5 0 — 14 5 0 44

62. Bantry, • . 2 3 - - - 5 10 0 — 5 10 0 20

63. Kenmare. 21 ()
i 39 0 0 — 39 0 0 105

7. Killamey, 21 4 5 49 -
1

1 - 4 3 - - - - 133 5 0 — 133 5 0 367

8. Limerick, 161 30 23 63 - 12 18 6 30 14 102 - - - - 1 636 15 0 — (i36 15 0 1,014

9. Galway, 50 8 o - - - 8 10 - - - - 65 10 0 — 65 10 0 109

10*. Ballynakill, . 22 - - 8 - - 1 - - 2 - - - - - 29 0 0 — 29 0 0 74

102. Bangor, 12 7 1 19 0 0 — 19 0 0 55

11. Ballina, 46 2 - 10 2 - - 7 — 10 - - 4 - - 137 10 0 103 0 0 240 10 0 152

12. Sligo, . 2j - - 11 - - - 7 - — — 3 4 - - - - 56 0 0 — 56 0 0 121

13. Ballyshannon, 31 1 11 - - 1 13 - 1 - 7 - - 23 - - - 205 10 0 26 12 0 232 2 0 267

1-1. Letterkenny, 12 - - o - - - 1 - 3 - - - - - 41 10 0 — 41 10 0 57

15. Londonderry, 45 11 - 31 1 142 2 25 -1 10 6 - - - - 2 354 0 0 281 10 0 635 10 0 696

16. Ballycastle, . 24 - 1 7 - 36 - - — 3 3 - - - - 122 5 0 — 122 5 0 216

17. Drogheda, . 65 11 5 43 - - - - - - - 8 45 - - — - 154 5 0 — 154 5 0 385

6 men. 
a do.
2 do.

The estimate of the average number of

Salmon rods, 'Q \ . 1 man. I Draft nets, . . 6 men. Pole nets, . . 3 men
Cross lines, M . .2 men. Drift nets, . . 5 do. Bag nets,’ . . 4 do.
Snap nets, *3 . 4 do. | Trammel nets, . 2 do. J'ly nets,

‘ i 1 M 1 i 1 ' el
. 4 do.
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of Conservators for Years 1851 and 1852.

Number and Description of Licences sold in 1852.

1852.

Amount 
of

Licence 
Duty.

1852.

Per centage 
on 

Poor I.aw 
Valuation.

1852.

Total 
Amount 
received.

I

1 
1852.

So’S 
hi

Increase or Decrease between 
1651 and 1852.

1.
 Sa

lm
on

 B
od

s. 1
2.

 C
ro

ss
 L

in
es

.
3.

 S
na

p N
et

s.
■1

. D
ra

ft N
et

s. >
5.

 D
rif

t N
et

s.

6.
 T

ra
m

m
el

 N
et

s.

7.
 Po

lo
 N

et
s.

—
 

—
 —

 ■ —
—

---
---

---
---

---
---

>

8.
 B

ag
 N

et
s.

<>
. Fl

y N
et

s.
---

---
---

---
---

---
---

---
---

---
1

10
. S

ta
ke

 N
et

s. j
11

. H
ea

d W
ei

rs
.

12
. B

ox
, C

rib
, &

c.

1:
(. G

ap
, E

ye
, &

c.

14
. S

w
ee

pe
rs

.

15
. C

og
lii

lls
.

[ 16.
 L

oo
p N

et
s.

17
. T

ra
m

m
el

s, 
£'

>.
 1

Increase 
in Amount

Decrease 
in Amount.

In
cr

ea
se

 in
N

um
be

r e
m

pl
oy

ed
.

D
ec

re
as

e i
n 

N
um

be
r e

m
pl

oy
ed

.

X* a. d. X «. d. X* s. d. X s. d. X 8. d.

97 1 18 1 - - 79 0 0 — 79 0 0 201 IS 0 0 — 68 —

27 - - 24 3 •- - 10 - - - - - - - 76 15 0 — 76 15 0 226 — 6 0 0 25 —

51 62 150 14 14 * - - 6 - 9 21 6
1

28 - - - 395 10 0 — 395 10 0 1,098 — 18 5 0 — 38

43 42 6 5 6 - 2’2 14 3 - - - - - 284 0 0 38 10 0 322 10 0 308 — 35 0 0 — 68

95 19 - 48 - - 15 - - - 7 - - - - - 174 10 0 — 174 10 0 483 — 40 10 0 — 103

16 - - 0 - - - - - - - - 17 0 0 — 17 0 0 52 2 15 0 — 8 —

3 - 12 - — 7 - - - - 37 0 0 — 37 0 0 103 31 10 0 — 83 —

22 - 11 - - 1 - 5 45 0 0 — 45 0 0 122 6 0 0 — 17 —

79 11 5 51 - 1 4 - 4 - - - - - 173 5 0 — 173 5 0 419 40 0 0 — 82 —

116 23 28 64 - - 8 20 11 29 1 15 214 - - - - 6G2 0 O — 662 0 0 1,111 25 5 0 — 397

81 15 - 4 - - • - - - - - 70 10 0 — 76 10 0 137 11 0 0 — 28

34 - - • 1 3 37 10 0 — 37 10 0 86 8 10 0 — 12 —

12 - - 4 - - 4 - 1 - - - - - 24 10 0 — 21 10 0 54 5 10 0 — — 2

53 — - 11 1 IS — - 5 - - 10 - - - - 0* 143 10 0 8 0 0 151 10 0 154 — 89 0 0 0 —

19 - — 15 - - 6 - - - 4 1 - - - - 57 10 0 30 0 0 87 10 0 143 31 10 0 — 22

50 1 - 9 - - 12 - - - (i - - 21 - - 190 0 0 72 0 0 262 0 0 187 29 18 0 — — 80

11 - - 8 - 6 - - - 0 - - 1 - - 45 10 0 — 45 10 0 94 4 0 0 — 37 —■

46 22 - 4 J - 159 3 29 - 12 - 6 61 1 - 411 15 0 265 1 0 706 16 0 956 71 6 0 — 260 —

11 - - 4 - 31 - - - 3 3 - - 199 10 0 — 199 10 0 178 77 5 0 — 38 •—■<

Il s 41 - i---- £ —
---------- ----- M ■ r 0

men employed is made up as follows .

Stake nets, • > -(men.
Head weirs, . • I'mnn.
Box, crib,&c. (every 5) 2 men.

Gap, eye, <tc.
Sweepers,
Cogliills,

2 men.
6 do.
1 man,

Loop or Frame nets, . 1 man. 
Trammel nets, . • 1 do.

(used only in Londonderry district.)

• Eel nets at 20*.
t No return received from tliis district for 1852,

o
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