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Castlemaine H a r b ~ u ~  has the oldest  mv.ssel f ishesy i n  Ireland and 

the only m~xssel p x ~ i f i c a t i o n  tank to  date (capacity 360 tons per month 

b u i l t  i n  1941) i s  operated i n  tha t  arca, The monthly landings and 

the i r  va3.ues since 1966 a re  given i n  Table 1, Recently Castlemaine 

Harbour has shown a sustallled a n n ~ ~ a l  grow L?.I i n  mussel landings, I n  

September 1972 a survey was carr ied out i n  Castlemains Harbour arid tile 

inner  par t  of Dingle Bay t o  estimate the 5o ta l  quanti ty of available 

commercial she l l f i sh  (see Fig, l), 

There a r e   bout 6,840 acres i.n Castlemaine garbour ins ide  a s t r a igh t  

l ine  d r w n  from Inch Point t o  the old Coastguard Stat ion a t  Cromane, About 

2,000 of these a re  sub- l i t to ra l  and the r e s t  consisc of about 1,800 acres of 

sand (which is  less  su i tab le  f o r  she l l f i sh  farming), A fvirther 2,240 acres 

of mud and sandy mud a t  Barn Flyic! a r e  s ~ i t a b l e  f o r  she l l f i sh  cul t ivat ion,  

There are  a fur ther  880 acres su i tab le  f o r  cockle cul t ivat ion outside these 

bounda~ies i n  Glenbeigh S t ra id  known local ly  ns the Cockle Strand, 

RESULTS : 

I n  the Castlemaine Harbour i n t ~ r t l d a l  zone there are  about 1,200 tons 

of mussels a t  an average density of 84 tons t o  the acre, These mdssels a r e  

t o  be found a t  s i x  d i f fe ren t  locations indicated i n  Fig. 1. Table 1 gives 

de ta i l s  of the approximate quantity avn i l a l~ l e  and the area cove~ed ,  the 

separate and t o t a l  tonnage available ,and t h e i r  densit ies,  

The length d i s t r ibu t ion  of these mussels is  shown i n  Table 11 which 

indicates tha t  a number of year classes from 0 group u;owards a re  present i n  

most areas, Capin na Badgear and -- Crow Point being the exception with no 

juvenile mussels. It w i l l  be seen tha t  B a n ~  Fluic has the largest  quantity 

of mussels and tha t  79$ of these m ~ ~ s s e l s  a re  below the acceptable commercial 

length (50 mm,) 

Table 111 shows that  i f  these mussels are  cul led,  the meat yield of 

these culled mussels over TO mm, raould Le acceptdlle, The s h e l l  weright 

indicatcshowever tha t  they are old mussels, 
















