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REPORT

INSPECTORS 0F IRISH FISHERIES
SEA AND INLAND FISHERIES OF IRELAND,
FOR 1896.

TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT HO‘NOURJXBLE
GEORGE HENRY, EARL CADOGAN, K.G, K.P, P.C,
&e., &c., d&o.,

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

We have the honour, in conformity with section 112 of the Act
5 and 6 Vie., cap. 106, to submit our Ruport_{or iahe year 1896,
being the 28th since the Sea and Inland Fisheries of Ireland
\\'crg placcd under the superintendence of this Department.

THE SEA FISHERIES.

Vessels, Men, and Boys.

We find that 6,553 vessels and boats were ;103}‘51{1,1})7 el%é:gagedl{n
the Sen Fisheries in 1896, as comp;u'o_d with 6,551 in 1895. Ttils
shows an increase of 2. There was an increase of 103 arno?gstTlle
2nd, but a decrease of 101 amongst the ,31'd‘clqss bc&at;.f 1
returns from the Guidore 1)1\'15}011 showed a iall}l}g 0 fO f%‘ eI:
100 boats, principally among the 3rd class.  The Divisiona l?eél
of Coast Guard, having been asked for an explanation, replie
as follows :—

“The returns forwarded this year arve correct. Tt .lms been 1{!1.0
« gustom for the owners to bring their registers to be mgne@ but this
“ year [ instructed the Officers to make a personul_and exlmus‘tlfe mslpec-
«tion and to see all the boats which were 1'eg1§tet'er1, consequentl ga.
i great number of the_ boats are not used for fishing, they are us:e( c?
¢ ;:La.rketing and carrying turf, others have been broken up or \V(;I 11 o;l.ll‘é
« There are nearly _the same number of boats as last year, buf‘: tf'm'};.u-‘q
« not used for fishing, neither have t-]lt‘}: b?cn for a nmnhf_i‘o‘) ¥ 1«;:\

« Those boats which are not used for fishing have had their registers
« cancelled.”
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There were 23,997 men and 1,167 boys employed, showing an
increase on the previous year of 227 men and a deerease of 158

boys, Of the vessels 350 were first class, 2,841 second class, and
3,332 third class,

Details are given in the Appendix No. 2,
page 94.

Although no considerable variation in the number of vessels,
men, and boys employed has taken place for a number of years,
the value of the gear used has greatly increased.

There were 38 first class, 377 second class, and 440 third class
boats that did not fish during the year. The reasons given are
various, the following being typical —* No crew ;7 “laid up;”
“owner employed otherwise;” “used for pleasure;” “not in
repair,” “in carrying trade;” *tender to lightship;” “broken
up, registers cancelled during year;” “gave up fishing;” “no
gear;” “crew in other boats.”

Twenty-five first class boats from Ark

low attended the Scotch
Herring Fishery.

Loans.

We received during the year 145 applic
for loans amounting to £4,049 17s. 2d. Of these We recommended
120 to 161 persons, to the amount of £3,108 3s. 8d. The sum
actually issued during the year by the Board of Works was
£4,780 15s. 10d., which of course included some loang recom-
mended during the previous year,

Of the £20,000 reserved by the Purchase of L
gested Districts (Ireland) Act, 1891, for administr
non-congested districts, the sum of £14.843 0s, 8d,
up to the 31st December, 1896. The promissory notes signed to
secure principal and interest amounted to £]1 6,087 17s. 9d.
repayments were £6,782 19s. 8d.; the outsta
arrived at maturity, £9,144 11s. 4. The
£16,087 17s. 9d. consisted of £160 Gs. 9.

Amongst the larger
following :—

County Antrim, loan of £60 for building a hoat,

County Cork, loans of £90 for purchase of sh
boat “ Charles George”, and £100 for purchase of nets,

County Donegal, three sums of £30 each, and two of £5( eacl
for purchasing hoats. =

County ]()}O\]an £145 for building a boat.

C'ount alway, £350 and £150 for archase of tw :
£500 i'orya, trawler, £194 7s. 10d. for bo&lt and geaf‘f a&:‘doﬁgguf'glf
repairing a smack. ’

County Limerick, £120 for purchasing a, hoat and gear.,
County Londonderry, £68 for building a boat and purchgsiy,
gear, and £32 10s. 0d. for purchasing geay, g

County Louth, £70 for purchasing a hoat.

Further particulars in connection with these loan
will be found in Appendix, No, 9, pages 112-115.
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Piers and Harbours.

' / eturn relating to

t for the year 1894 we gave a return re :

I]i: Ou\fn?éloﬁleOSea Fisheries (_Irela.n_(_i) Act, 1886:) é:?bm 'SLE;L Ji)f

works 26), up to the 31st March, 1895. In 189\7'— 1-1‘w) s

gtlicltul%s id. Ems expended on Greystonges ((éo. ‘éllc clo \
making .thc total cost of that work £21,427 13s. Sd.

Quantity of Fish Landed.

¢ received frosm those places
.cordins the returns we have rece ' eigleed
A(,COILIII.Ilf,;J!E(a from which we hz}v_c been dJ‘JlC t.o' 10bt:11)n1-11]1—11de.1
:u'ou_nd he total value of the sea fish (excludmg.sa mg ) lan il_l
}lmltwil{xfclll (;1101‘896 was £368,805, as compared with £331,795
in Irels
e ist he tutal amount of salmon captured,
t statistics of the tutal ¢ _ e
W?t,h'&ve(:stli?nated that the value of the ﬂua;;l‘gt;ltir exported to
bl'lrteloflts.he principal English markets was £383,394.
ni

Of the pollen caught in Lough Neagh that exported is esti-
e aly

i “alue £4,096. .
111;5;‘,:;1 :Jr\ ].L(iglee'f’ of t1)1e Statistics of Sea Fish see page 10.
i

The Herring Fishery.

: o aries, which was
; ish herring fisheries, '
he i oventent in the Iri t A S o
e c;ntlgglc;n last year's report, continued durlélgﬁolbton,s 2
= ror It
S resent report shows an increase of over e e hant
tha 087 | .d_ d. with an increase 1n money value g
herrings landed,

£18,350.

the West coast, where the capture in 1896 was between two
On the > S

. = impr nt is most
. a8 1895, the 1mproveme )
; imes as great as 1n 1 ) ; hile
o tllglg.e %ﬁﬁl \\"1SD also a large increase Oi-nlff'he Eaé_t consb, w
‘ked. % d [ : = . -a ino off,
Ea; fishine on the South showed a slight ) the North-wost
1r Dct, remarkable advance was, however, .oln e A
He m]%_ ecal where, in the divisions of Guid ci)l‘eb'“:lt £13.80 0’
coast Ufl f{\:;lhg;m’eu in a very short time carne\t : n;)ers e
e o b £8.000 worth were sent fresh by % es s
Of this abouhctg Had the weather remained fine, aB\ elt y oty
channel mars - oht have resulted. In this district ( l(]jl km}.ﬂt +d
larger fishing mig . opened in previous years by the Congeste
e SEbig st.a‘iilonb, ophfmded over to traders who cured lu“tgci’
. . e were < 4 % . essfu
gL Boai " other distriets in Ireland, where a su_cc.ﬂqL i
uantities. n - the prices for fresh fish pr ovec
herring fishing was carried on, . The extension of railways
'1;0 tno high f%l‘ the Cul‘i“g t-]";idfe' f 1% ;Sh and “rh'ue &&‘or‘d-
' .o or fresh fish, and,
.carily increases the deman : S that wheie
necessarily : o e -aises the price, so the
1 r its distribution, ral
ing facility for its dis "

y i X as taken its place.
ing was possi fresh fish trade has taken i
formerly curing wa ossible a fresk

1 . 5 6 d 7,
For further particulars see Appendices Nos. 2, 6, an
PP 98-109.
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The Spring Mackerel Fishery.

The amount of mackerel captured on the Irish coast in the
Spring was about 10,900 tons, the value of which to the fishermen
was about £77,944. This shows an increase on the previous year
of about 2,800 tons, and of over £7,000. The above figures do
not include the mackerel captured by about 93 French boats, as
their catches are landed in France.

The storms of the early portion of April seriously interfered
with fishing, ahd prevented 1 arge takes being made until the prices
had dropped, thus lowering the average price for the season,

At Baltimore, Kinsale, Fenit, and Castletown Bere, the larcest
amounts were landed, while from Crookhaven over thlve
hundred tons were despatched, that port having been made one
of the stations of the Manx Co-operative Company.

On the coast of Clare there was an increase in
while northwards, on the West coast of ¢

canoe fishing ;
A . § alway, the most strik-
Congesiod Districts toand, rom sy, oion at Cleggun by the

g : : : ich about 190 tong

ongest 3 were sent
vig Clifden and Midland Great Westorn Raﬂwa,y to the Encolish
markets, ¥

The demand for mackerel in America  induced & greater
nur%]ber of curers than is usual in thig early season to start work
during the Spring fishing.  Thus, on the more remote coasts of
Clare, where the difficulties of carrying on a fresh fish trade are
considerable, almost all the mackerel captured from the 1st of
May onwards, and at Union Hall and some other places on the
County Cork coast, from the 1st of June, were pickled for

The following are the numbers of Irish%hoat oed i
Spring mackerel fishery in 1896 .— SPOals engaged in the

Tvish, 1st Class,

) . 188
» 211(1 2 . ® . . 142
»  drd T} . 710
»  unregistered, 30

The following are the approxim

ate numbers of | ;
to other nationalities engaged :— oats belongmg

English, . . ] . 24
Scotch, i . . ; 8
Manx, - i ) 195
French, i '

: . 8 93
For further particulars see Appendix No, 3, p. 97.
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The Awtumn Maclerel Fishery.

The Autumn fishing in 1896 far surpassed any year since the
commencement of the curing industry, the take of mackerel
being more than double what it was in 1895, and the m_unber of
barrels—viz., 75,375—cured for the American trade, being over
one-third greater than ever before. A large portion of the fish was
sent fresh to home markets,and the total amount paid to the fisher-
men was about £82,000, while the wages earned by the men, women,
and children employed at splitting and salting is estimated at
an additional sum of £20,000.

Animportant feature in the industry is, that its chief seats are
in what would otherwise be the poorest districts of the West of
Ireland. Take, for instance, that rugged portion of West Cork,
which forms the southern shore of the Kenmare river, extending
from Ardgroom to Dursey Head. In this section of coast, in 1896,
over G0 curing stations, owned by over a dozen different firms,
were established in the creeks, over £15,000 paid to the fisher-
men for the fish, and £4,000 in wages alone to their famnilies.

There was a busy curing trade done in Kinsale, and all around
the coast from there to the Islands off the West Coast of Galway,
where the stations opened by the Congested Districts Doard the
previous year were handed over to the trade, and a brisk business
carried on by private firms,

One feature of last scason’s fishing was the advent on the South
of Irelandof afleet of fifty-eight boats from the Cornish coast, which
fished throughout the season.  Ithas been the custom of the canoes
and small boats which fish formackerel to usenets of different mesh
for the spring and autumn fishings, but the loeal large boats, as a
rule, fish with the same nets at both seasons, the expense in the
case of large vessels of two trains of nets being very great. The
Cornish boats, however, came equipped with trains of small-
meshed nets. They made consequently larger hauls of mackerel,
and were much objected to by the local fishermen, This question
of the size of mesh in drift nets is one which may have to be
more fully inquired into in the future in the interest of the
fisheries in general,

The most unsatisfactory feature of the curing trade was, how-
ever, the packing of an immense quantity of wndersized fish.
This together with, in some cases, carelessness in the cure, tended
even more than the unusual dimensions of the total export to
depress the market in America, This led to an abrupt termina-
tion of business all along the coast at the end of October, when,
considering the amount of fish available, curing might have gone
on successtully for another month or more.

The mackerel coming in first in the autumn are usually of too
small a size for the curing trade ; 280 fish to the barrel'is a fair
average, but at the commencement of last season the fish were go
small that they went from 500 to 550 to the barrel. Rivah‘y
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amongst curers in securing locations at suitable centres led them The following figures will show at a glance a comparison of the
into this, the fishermen being always ready to fish as soon as takes on the different coasts during the two years:—

they can induce any curer to start work, and those who come

first often secure the best sites.

There was bitter disappointment last season when the business — Cwts. Value.
stopped ; but it will, it is hoped, cause all interested to see that the
interests of the fisherman and the curer are in this respect P
identieal. ) North Coast, 1896, . 74,312 22,210

The heaviest blow that could well be dealt to this industry is o 1895, ) 42,718 11,844
unquestionably the increased tariff which there is every reason to East Coast, 1896, ) 178,279 76,991
fear will soon become law in Amcm(ia.. thl'le pi'ese;:llt dttit.y otf 011?1 B 1895, ) 158,024 71,444
and a half dollars is heavy enough, bubt under the threatene ._ i
increase the industry caugot. fail to receive a severe chef:k. South Coast, % ggg’ . %é?»égé }Sg,ggi
Good may come of it in these ways, that nothing but the best fish ” ) - =91, 3,
and highest class of cure will have any chance of crossing the West Coast, 1899, ; 342,950 99,069
Atlantic, and that careful curing may be more firmly established " 1895, . 205,327 82,993
thereby.

The following are the number of Irish boats attending this

fishery in 1896 i — The average price per cwt. in 1896 was nearly 6s. 34d. as com-

Trish, 1st Class, . . . ; 114 pared with 7s. 10d. in the previous year.
el : ‘ . . 331 Including shell-fish, the total value for 1896 was £368,805, and
y ord : . . . 1,113 for 1895 £331,755.
, unregistered, T3
) e T : Turbot—The total capture in 1896 was 992 cwts., valued at
The following are the EL.PP“(’I“."“‘“" numbers of boats belonging £3,356, as compared with 982 cwts,, value £3,185, in 1895.
to other nationalities engaged :— The average price in 1896 was about £3 7s. 8. per ewt., and in
Manx, : . ; g 4 34 196, £3 4s. 10d. per cwt.
English (Penzance), . : g 58

Soles—The total capture of soles in 1896 was 1,800 cwts.,
valued at £6,719, as compared with 1,847 cwts., valued at
£6,969, in 1895.

The average price in 1896 was about £3 11s. 1d. per cwt., and in

For further particulars see Appendix No. 4, p. 974

The Life History of Mackerel frequenting the Ivish Coust, 1895, £3 15s. 5d. per cwt.

During the past year the Inspectors applied to Government l{‘;i efa"rmlz,gs.l—t'l ]gﬁgogglocapture of herrings in 1896 was 244,328
for fundg to carry out an investiga,tign into_thc life history of CWIS"J& ue,;\fihous ‘e,ar .Ehc tnbsl envbar 17197
mackerel, several points coxnlecteclbwmh_ their n:mbu}-al _history thel:;otxlz Ezlﬂue £4£747. 1 capture was 171,277 cwts, and
]‘;Giltnh{%' zltll;l E%J;fl‘;l: ’B‘;gligti’ngr J{i;:ciafic ;l lgnciﬂgnsiggj‘eﬂ’éou I(t.d&i(; ) 'lgl? average price per cwt. both in 1896 and in 1895 was about
hoped that arrangements will soon be complete for this important 5s. 2d. per cwt.

research being proceeded with. Cod.—The total capture of cod in 1896 was 42,047 cwts.,
valued at £18,415, as compared with 48,592 cwts.,, valued at
£1§:,859, in 1895.

Review of Statistics of Fish (excluding Sclinon) Landed, i85 él,est;,vgt?ge price per cwt. in 1896 was about 8s. 9d., and in

Ling.—The total ca

According to the returns we have received from those places pture of ling in 1896 was 19,561 cwts
valued at £7,499, 2 ; s,

around Ireland from which we have been able to obtain informa-

: : as compared with 29, i
tion. the total quantity of sea ﬁ:ﬁbi (o(t‘iher than shell-fish) captured £11,364, in 1595, pared with 696 cwts., valued at
in 1896, was 1,013,692 cwts,, valued at £319,207. In 1895 the The average price per cwt. both i i
c()rresponding ﬁgures ARG 698,005 C\VtS., and £274!)94!5. rrhe _ aj_)oub 78, Sdb I oty 1n 1896 and in 1895 was

former therefore shows increases of 815,687 cwts., and £44,262. Haddock. —=The total capture of h

addock in 1896 was 315
cwts., valued at £18,560. AR was 31,574
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In the previous year the total capture was 30,857 cwts., and
the total value £18,158.

The average price both in 1896 and in 1895 was about 11s. 9d.
per cwt.

Whiting.—The total capture of whiting in 1806 was 13,186
ewts,, valued at £6,640, as compared with 11,940 cwts., valued
at £6,3473, in 1895.

The average price per cwt. in 1896 was about 10s. 1., and in
1895, 10s. 7d.

Sprats—The total capture of sprats in 1896 was 1,221 ewts,,
valued at £153.

In the previous year the total capture was 2,673 cwts, valued
at £352.

The average price per cwt. in 1896 was about 2s. 6d., and in
1895, the same.

Mackerel—The total capture of mackerel in 1896 was 582,77:
cewts., valued at £159,921.

In the previous year the total capture was 338,798 cwts.,
valued at £133,538.

The average price per ewt. in 1896 was about 5s. 6d., and in
1895, 7s. 10d.

Halke—The total capture of hake in 1896 was 26,066 cwts.,
valued at £10,214, as compared with 18,675 cwts., valued at
£7,559, in 1895.

The average price per cwt. in 1896 was about 7s. 10d., and in
1895, 8s. 1d.

Other kinds (not shell fish)—The total capture in 1896 was
50,055 cwts., valued at £24,645, as compared with 47,668 cwts,,
valued at £23,891, in 1895.

The average price per ewt. in 1896 was about 8s. 114d., and
in 1895, 10s.

|8

Shell Fish.

Oysters—The value of those lifted (in the returns for 1896),
was £8,200, as against £8,203 in 1895.

Lobsters—The value of those in the returns for 1896 was
£28,000, as compared with £29,760 in 1895.

Crabs.—The value of those in the returns for 1896 was £2,700,
as against £2,583 in 1895,

Other Shell Fish.—The value of those in the returns for 1896
was £10,698, as against £16,264 in 1895,

The total value of the shell fish as furnished in the returns
for 1896 is estimated at £49,598, ag against £56,310 in 1895.

See Appendix No. 1, p. 92.

Trawling.

During the year 261 boats, 880 men, and ¢9 boys followed

beam trawling from Irish Ports. Of the former, nine were of
over fifty tons, forty-one of between forty and fifty tons, twenty-

Inspectors of Irish Fisheries. 13

one between thirty and forty tons, twenty-six of between
twenty and thirty tons, thirty-two of between ten and twent
tons, and one hundred and thirty-two of under ten tons., Three
of the vessels were steam trawlers. ‘

Otter trawling was followed by 337 boats, 1,076 men and i
hoys._ Twenty-nine of the boats were first class, two hundred
aud sixty-one second class, and forty-seven third class,

The reports from most of the districts were to the eftect that,
the capture was an average one in quantity. A falline off
however, took place here and there, which, in the case of the
Baltimore boats, was described as considerable, and in the case of
Clew Bay, was described as “considerable durine the past two
years in respect of all kinds of flat fish” The increased tak
were exceptional. i Lo

The sizes of the fish were, gencrally speaking, fair, In B ally-
halbert Bay and along part of the county Down coast, the average
was larger than usual. However, from Howth the re )01-tbis
“rather small ;” from Courtown, “soles and plaice very Ismqll”
The same report comes from the Waterford Harbour boats ‘Th:e
Dunmore boats report soles to be smaller. In Dinole Bay At
the early part of the year the fish were of a fair size but towards
the end they were very small, especially soles, haddoek Land
whiting. ~In Larne Lough the fish were smaller than usual Off
Bangor the plaice were small.  The fish, especially plaice t"tl'en
by the Clogher Head boats were small. Trawling \Vith;ll‘ ;-o
hibited limits on the east coast, both by steam and tr: }l) i
vessels, took place in 1896. ) awing

To the energy displayed by the Coastguard of the Neweastle
(county Down) Division may be attributed the faet th-:t in
some cases very substantial penalties were imposed on 501;1 f
the offenders. =8

In Galway Bay, too, a case of illecal stea awli
detected by H.M. Gunboat Albacore. The mastlé-;' \Erl‘f;“giln% Wa&g
the trawl was forfeited. ’ i

» - l‘ p: ‘. , v 0 q ., = -
For our detailed report on Beam Trawling, see page 39.

Otter trawling (as distinguished from beam trawling) is carried
on here and there around the Ivish coast in inshgre W t1 1?
During 1896 about 1,076 men and 7 boys were engaged ? 61'2"
not _exclusively, however. At times they followed oc{':i;r cl s
of fishing, or attended to occupations on land. The numbeiisgi
boats were—29 first class, 261 second, and 47 third class.

For our detailed report on Otter Trawling, see p. 4.

Long-Line Fishery.
Fishing by long lines in 1806
and 142 boys in sixty-tw o b
third-class hoats.
The number of hooks forming
class boats was from 200 to 700,

‘ as carried on by 7,809 m
o first-class, 962 second-class, and 1,0?2

ach man’s share in the firgt-
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In the second-class boats they differed in different localities.
The following are a few of the figures given :—Kingstown
Division from 200 to 1,000 ; Wicklow Division 250 ; Skibbereen
Division from 200 to 700; Galway Division from 200 to 300 ;
Clifden Division from 120 to 500 ; Ballycastle {Antrim) Division
from 300 to 1,400 ; and Newecastle Division from 350 to 450.

In the third-class the average number of hooks to each man’s
share also differed much in the several loealities, but the follow-
ing figures are fair samples :—Kingstown Division from 250 to
1,000 ; Wicklow Division from 200 to 250 ; Skibbereen Division
from 320 to 700 ; Castletown Division from 115 to 120; Seaficld
Division 350 to 400; Keel Diviston 100 ; Pullendiva Division
400 to GOO ; Sligo Division from 200 to 700; Carrickfergus
Division from 30 to 400,

For our detailed report on Long-Line Fishing, see page 48.

Qyster Fishery.

We estimate that about 12,000 hundreds of oysters were taken
off the public beds in 1896, that the value thereof was nearly
£4,000, and that about 650 persons were engaged in gathering
them.

From the private beds, so far as we have been able to obtain
returns, about 18,850 hundreds of oysters were lifted. The value
of these is estimated at £4,200.

For our detailed report on Oysters, see page 57. See also
Appendices No. 1, page 92, and No. 18, page 142.

Lobster Fishery.

We estimate that about 76,700 dozens of lobsters were ¢
in 1896, that their value was £28,000,

persons were engaged at this fishing.
For our detailed report on Lobsters, see page 61.

aptured
and that nearly 3,400

Crab Fishery.

We estimatg that about 81,500 dozens of crabs were taken in
1896, that their value was about £2,700, and that about 1,100
persons were engaged at the industry.

For our detailed report on Crabs, see page G6.

Mussel Fishery.

We estimate that the weight of the mussels taken this year
was about 2,535 tons, that the value thereof was about £3,22],
and that about 525 people were engaged picking them during
part of the year. Most of the mussels were exported to England
and Scotland.

For our detailed report on Mussels, see page 69.
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Cockle Fishery.

We estimate that about 72,520 gallons of cockles were picked
in 1896, that their value was about £2,350, and that about 206
persons were engaged.

For our detailed report on Cockles, see page 70.

Periwvinkle Fishery.

We estimate that the weight of periwinkles taken this
year was somewhere about 1,387 tons—that the value thereof
was £5,042—and that over 3,700 persons were engaged sathering
them. They were mostly exported.

For our detailed report on Periwinkles, see page 71.

Shrimp Fishery.

Shrimping is not largely followed around the Irish coast. The
cases mentioned on page 74 are the only ones in which the
coastguards have reported that shrimps have been taken. We
estimated the value at about £85.

For our detailed report on Shiimps, see page 74.

Casualties.

The number of casualties to fishermen on the Irish coast for
the twelve months ending 30th September, 1896, was less than
in the previous year.

The number of men who lost their lives while actually engaged
in fishing work was 10, as compared with 17 for the previousbyear.
The number who lost their lives while conveying seaweed, pro-
visions, materials, &c, and when engaged in other work not
immediately connected with fishing, was 6, as comnared with 7 in
the previous yeanr,

The hoats also suffered much less severely. The number of
first-class boats lost was 2; of second elass 6, and of third class 8,
as compared with 4, 45, and 9 respectively. Three first-class,
and three second-class boats were also destroyed when not actually
engaged in fishing,

The following are the particulars of some of the casualties, as
furnished by the Coastguards :—

From the Ringsend Station—The master of the trawler
“Greyhound ” was washed overboard and drowned on 26Gth
E:ebrum'y » 1896, while engaged in trawling off Carlingford Bar.
Two trawlers were destroyed by colliding with cach other during
the heavy storm on 27th Tecember, 1895.

From the Kingstown Station —Three fisliermen lost their
lives in the memorable litehoat disaster of the 24th December,
1895,  Another fisherman yyaq found drowned in the Haibour

about the er}d of September last, but it has not been ascertained
how the accident occurred,

From the Ballygeary Station—One fisherman, while en-
deavouring to take in sail duringa squall on the 16th April, 1896,
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was washed overboard and drowned. The boat was damaged,
and lost all her sails.

From the Carnsore Station.—The second-class fishing boat
“ Verena,” when returning from fishing on the 6th July, 1896,
struck on a rock near Netherstown, and partly filled with water.
The erew were rescued by another boat, but the night came on
rough, and the damaged boat was completely broken up.

From the East Ferry (Queenstown) Station.—On 16th January,
1896, a boat with four men belonging to Rathecoursey was re-
turning from fishing, under sail, when, off the Dognose Buoy in
Queenstown Harbour, a squall capsized her, and threw the
occupants into the water. Two of them were drowned.

From the Union Hall Station—During the gale of the 25th
September, 1896, one first-class boat was lost between Kinsale
and Queenstown; all hands were saved. The same gale also
broke up two second-class and one third-class boat at Union Hall.

From the Castletownbere Station—On 11th October, 1895,
five men belonging to Derreeny went in the second-class fishing
boat “ Shamrock ” to set trammel nets. The boat, it is supposet'l,
went on a rock a little to north-east of Roancarrig Light,
throwing its occupants into the water. It was subsequently picT(ed
up at Blue Hill (near Bantry), containing the bodies of two of
the crew. The bodies of the others were not recovered,

From the Ventry Station—Two third-class boats were broken
up by high tides and storm during the year.

From the North Arran Station.—On 10th August, 1896, a
second-class fishing boat while riding to her nets went ashore on
the 1?{01‘th coast of the Middle Arran Island, and became a total
wreck.

From the Roundstone Station.—On 1st October, 1895 the
weather being very fine, there were several small hoats ﬁs,hin
at the Wild Bellows in Roundstone Bay, when a sudden gale
sprang up from the S.E, veering to S.W. and then to N.W. The
boats had to run for safety to the Moyrus side of the Bay, and
one boat (with five men on board) was seen to founder. It was

not registered as a fishing hoat, and the occupants were small
farmers fishing for their own use. :

From the Tully Station—During a gale in the early part
: : g - of
March, 1896, two third-class boats, which were hauled abjc:v% high
water mar_k m_}d turned bottom upwards, were caught up by t?m
wind, carried into the surf, and totally destroyed.

From the Ball Hill Station.—On 17th March, 1896, one first-
c]as_;'s boat broke from her moorings, and received in c(,msequence
serious damage to her keel; and on 23rd September, 1896, a
smack was driven ashore, and became a total wreck. ’

From the Moville Station.—On 16th Octoler, 1895, the second-
class hoat “Dreadnought,” while engaged in lifting her long lines
was capsized by a heavy sea and lost. One of her crew was
drowned. The rest were saved by another boat that was fishing
in the vicinity. One second-class boat broke adrift during a galz
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in February, 1896, and became a total wreck. Another in ballast
foundered at anchor during a gale in the March following.

From the Carrickfergus Station—On 16th September, 1896,
one second-class boat was, partially destroyed by fire, and one
fisherman was burned to death.

From the Tara Station.—One third-class boat broke from her
moorings during the gale of 26th September, 1896, and became a
total wreck. -

From the Strangford Station.—One third-class boat broke

from her moorings during the gale of September last, and was
totally destroyed.

From the Annalong Station.—One fisherman belonging " to
Annalong, while preparing the lugger « Village Girl” then 1§J’ino
at Dundrum, for the south coast fishery in Mavch last, fell off thg
quay at that place and was killed.

SALMON FISHERIES.

General Observations.

The reports received from the various Boards of Conservators
in Ireland as to the state of the salmon fisheries and the capture
during 1896 are not, as a whele, encouraging. This is particularly
the case in regard to the Dublin, Lismore, Bandon, Skibbereen,
Bantry, Coleraine, Ballycastle, and Drogheda Districts.

In only three (Ballinakill, Londonderry, and Dundalk) was
the capture of salmon and grilse by nets reported to be greater
than in 1895. In four (Galway, Bangor, Sligo, and Letterkenny)
it was about the same, while in the balance it was, on the whole,
less.

The capture of sea trout is also generally described as less than
in the preceding year. In Galway, Londonderry, and Dundalk
Districts it was, however, greater.

The reports on the whole, as regards angling, are most
unfayourable —the poor results being almost invariably
attributed to the dry weather, but in some cases to over-netting.

Notwithstanding these reports, however, the general yield of
salmon from Irish waters during 1896 cannot have been bad.
We have no records of the actual catch, but we know a very
large l)I‘OPOI'tﬂOH Indeed ig exported to English markets, and we
have the means of comparing the amount thereof during this and
preceding years. The marketg in London, Nottingham, Bradford,
Manchester, bhefﬁcld, \Volverhmnpton, Leeds, Liverpool, and
Birmingham received 61,343 1oyeg (of 150 lbs. each) of Irish
salmon during 1896, being 28 hoxes more than 1895. The latter
year’s export to the same places was better by 203 boxes than
1894, which was better by 8,602 boxes than 1893. It may be
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