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FOR THE YEAR

1944.

PART I.
SEA FISHERIES.

The year 1944 was a satisfactory one for our sea fishing indus-
lry. The comparative figures of quantity and value of landings
(exclusive of shellfish) made in each of the past six years are as
follows:— :

Year Cwit. £

1944 ¢t 306,869 513,063
1943 A 277,911 510,970
1942 . 252 703 433,650
1941 L35 275,793 499,904
1940 bk 224 755 267,482
1939 et 187,949 196,199

~ The total realised for shellfish was £112,683 (against £99,687
in 1943) bringing the value for all classes of sea-fish taken 1n
1944 to £625,736, an increase of “ppl‘oxhilﬁ;nlel\; £15,000 on the
previous year's figure of £610,657, which had heen the highest
reached in any of the preceding twenty-five years. The main
centres of activity during 1944, placed in S aniss vnitlt‘ of calches,
were Dublin, Howth, Valentia Harbouy Dinele. Killybegs, Kin-
.‘-‘%fllE, Loughshinny, Baltimore, Galway . (4|(,(.‘-_]‘1é;- Head,
Schull and Arklow.  The landines ‘al Dublin were almost
entirely from the small fleet of deep sea-trawlers based there:
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131 trips made by the three Dublin deep-sea trawlers; the figures
for 1943 being 12,209 cwl. and 77 trips. The general increase
for 1944 was, therefore, attributable in the main to the inshore
boats with small trawls and long lines operating from points
such as Howth, Dingle, Killybegs, Loughshinny, Baltimore,
Clogher Head, Galway, and Schull. Particulars of the guan-
tities according to varieties will be found in Appendix No. 1
(page 13) . '

PELAGIC FISHERY.—Herrings.—The following table shows
the quantily and value of herrings landed in each of the past
ten years and the average price per cwt. realised by the fisher-

- men:—

Year Cwt. A2 Average Value
per cwt,
; | s. d.
1944 77,538 81,982 | L )
1943 76.698 . 90,908 & 93 8
1942 38,992 41,110 i ST
1941 78,586 82349 .| 21 0
1940 71,081 56,154 15 10
1939 50,660 94,989 o7
1938 . 56,829 19,288 : 6 9
1937 © 64.318 23 676 I 7 4
1936 62,273 93,895 f 7 8
1935 64,799 25,997 ; 8 0

it will be noted that, although the value for 1944 was less than
the figure for 1943, the quantity landed was somewhat greater
and was only slightly below that for 1941, the higheg,t for any
year since 1929, The summer fishing was mainly associated with
Howth and Kinsale, which between them accounted for more:
than half the catch. The winter fishing was more evenly spread
around the coast and only at Bunbeg did the landings exceed
4,000 cwt, ;

Greater delails of these summer and winter fishings will be
found in Appendices Nos. b and 6.

Mackerel.—The quantity and value of mackerel landed’in each
of -the past ten years were:—

Year ; * Cwt., % A9 Average Value
1 per cwt.
: ’ { s. d. -
1944 88,294 [ 55,270 12 6
1043 84.105 | 78.125 18 7
1942 76,618 ! 59,418 W (8
1941 99479 167.311 33 8
1940 60,820 [ 30,086 9 11
1939 46.094- ' 16,516 ‘ 7 2
1938 35,639 | 192,844 1 7.2
1937 48,808 | 16,352 1 6 8
1936 44,179 | 13,674 | 6.2
1935 ‘“ 34,471 ‘ 10,592 * 6 2
; _ : |
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Here again the quantily landed in 1944 was higher than that

for any of the preceding fifteen years with the exceplion of 1941.

Over 51,000 ewt. was taken during the spring fishing and some
37,000 ewt. in the autumn. In each case the figures for Valentia
FHarbour greally exceeded those of other places and represented
almost one-half of the entire catch. The returns in more detailed
form will be found in Appendices Nos. 7 and 8.

 SHELLEFISH.—Shellfish continued to provide a good propor-
tion“of the income of communities residing on the coast. The
value of the various kinds taken in 1944 was £112,G83, an increase
of some 13% on the figure for 1943 which was in furn some 40%
higher than thaf for 1942. The principal varielies in 1944, in
order of value, were lobsters, escallops, periwinkles, oysters and
mussels.  Lobster fishing and periwinkle gathering are €Ol-

mon o a greal portion of our coastline: escallops are faken

mainly in the Bantry Bay and Connemara areas; the principal
03 ster beds at present exploited are in the south east portion of
Galway Bay; mussels for human consumption come almost

~enlirely from -Castlemaine Harbour, Co. Kerry and Omeath, Co.

Louth, but considerable quantities of mussels présunmbl}" for
use as baif, were exported during 1944 and pl'e,\inUS years from
Dundalk Bay and the Boyne district. }l‘lle mlprbvcmeni. in
lobster fishing, which was observed in 1943 continued during

1944, particularly off the Donegal coast. The Irish Sea Fisheries

Association engaged at Galway in the experimental marketing

of frozen. escallops. The process consists of removing the

escallops from their shells, freezing the edible portion, and then

deS])a[C—hing tO- l]lf“-ket the 1'1‘0'1.8[1 pl'Dduct -ln \ViLLer—pl‘OOf ca.l'lOﬂS- 3

This innovation evidently gave a fillip to the dredging of escal-
iops in Connemara, where the quantity taken in lgllll.DWilS more
thaﬂ treh]e_thut for 1943, while the value to the dréd“‘el's increas;
ed]f:ubstanlmlly. Although the gathering of periwinkijes and mus-
?e S }tj-l‘o'v'ed to be not so remuneritive in 1944 as in 1943, it
i%%n lttg of oysters tak&_zn Was approximately double that_for
Buy"u"ee m%-reast? showing almost entirely within the Galway
Doy ai -Jnfpo-}tumitely, however, the high price obtainable
designed If] f‘ growing Len{lem‘;y lo contravene the regulatloﬂs
eventu ! or the conservation of natural stoek and this MaY
dle 1n irreparable damage to the oyster beds. |
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The regional distribution and classification of fishing eraft for
1944 is shown in Appendix No. 4. -

CASUALTIES. —Three fatal accidents have (o be recorded in
respect of 1944.. One occurred in July off Carrigan IHead, Co.
Donegal, when a member of a seiner's crew was lost overboard
in a choppy sea. The other two fatalities oceurred in October,
the first at Cobh where the snapping of the helm of a fishing
boat caused the steersman lo topple overside; and the second
off Dun Laoghaire when a fisherman struck by a boom was
swept into the sea.

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL INVESTIGATIONS.—The
routine biological examination of herring samples collected from
various landing places was maintained during 1944. A paper on
the herring fisheries for the period 1921 to 1941, the completion
of which was mentioned in the 1943 Report, was duly published
in the Department’s Journal in 1944. An account by the Chief
Inspector of Fisheries of the Irish names of fishes, giving the
vernacular names used in parts of the Gaeltacht, which had in-
volved much research work in ifs compilation, was completed

and sent for printing. — T

A paper on the vertical distribution, during the hours of light
and darkness respectively, of some of the constituents of the
plankton forming the food of herrings and mackerel, based on
observations made in past years on the fishery cruiser “Muirchu™,
wis also completed and made ready for the printer.. 0 :

Owing to war conditions the periodic hydrographic cruises ol
the fishery cruiser ‘* Muirchu' were suspended throughout 1944,
but routine daily recordings of sea temperatures continued to be
made at Coningbeg: Lightship. .

ASSISTANCE TO FISHERMEN.—Throughout 1944 there was
no diminution of the difficulties experienced during the previous
four years in maintaining vessels in condition as to hull and
machinery and procuring the fishing gear and engine oils needed
to keep the fleet in commissiOn. IPortunately, this Deparfment

. and the Irish Sea Fisheries Association succeeded, with the aid

of the Department of Supplies, in surmounting these difficulties
to a considerable degree. The arrangement whereby the import
from - Great Britain of a limited quantity of spare parts for
marine motor engines was assured remained in operation and
reduced somewhat the effects of our fishermen’s inability to
obtain new motor engines at any price. On the trading side the
Association was again able to render valuable service to its
members. The total quaniity of wet fish ‘marketed by the
Association in 1944 was virtually the same as for 1943 (55,000
ewt. against 55,300 cwt.) and the amount disbursed to members
was £126,464 in 1944 and £136,936 in 1943. Tt is interesting to
compare these figures with thogje £07 1030, wihioh vearou) 200
ewt, and £21,191. The '.:\ssocmt_mnws sales Of <hellneh prmluf‘t‘d
for members £9,835 during 1944 against £5.748 for 1043,
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. The financial position of the Association in relation to the
* Exchequer as regards repayable advances for ihe provision of
boats and gear to fishermen remained satisfactory. The actual
repayments made fo the Exchequer during 1944 amounted to
slighily more than was needed lo clear the Association’s current
liability calculated on an annuily basis.

SEA  FISHERIES PROTECTION.—The direction of fishery
patrol work remained during the year with the Department of
Defence, whose officers acted in consultation with those of this
Department. Thanks are due to the members of the (J;‘l.r_'rl:r
Siochéna who rendered valuable assistance in fishery protection

especially by enforcement of the Oyster By-laws in the Galway
Bay area. '

MARINE WORKS.--As in former years the Department cori-

tinued to collaborate with the Office of Public Works, the

Special Employment Schemes Office and Iocal Authorities re-
garding the construction or improvement of fishery piers, h.m“'
slips, beacons, perches, ete., at various points on the Acmlsl,.l”-lf‘:

_L_EGISLATION.—By—Iaws were made during 1944 which Dro-
hibited : , 2y :

(a) the taking of oysters, by any means other than by the
use of a dredge or net fished from a boat, from the
public oyster beds situated in a defined portion of the
combined estuaries of the Clarinbridge and Kilcolgan
Rivers in Co Galway: '

3

(b) the use from any steam, motor oy sajline vessel of any
trawl or seine net for the capture of seq Esh, other than
herrings, mackerel op sprats, in defined areas of Galway
Bay and during specified periods,

PART II.-

- INLAND FISHERIES.

_ In contradistinetion to the favour
]t.].'t respectlgf our sea fisheries duri
1ons. in the freshwiter was ver 1S4 inti il
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large spring fish, apparent sin oand the decline in the It ked
: T 24, - SInce 1937, seamed to be more marseo
in 1944 than (}UI‘]ng any of th t J A= + e Hre-
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In comparing these figures it is to be borne in mind that,
while the bulk of the catch is exported, there has been since
1942 an appreciable increase in the home consumption of salmon
as contrasted with conditions in the pre-war period. Under the
fixed contract price arrangement which has obtained for
the past three seasons no increase in the price per cwt. of exports
accrued from the scarcity of supplies during 1944, as would nor-
mally have happened in a free market.

Drift netting for salmon in the sea off the north and north-west
coasts showed a poor return. Although the yield of this fishery
cannot be regarded as an accurate index of the strength of the
runs’ of grilse upon which its productivity depends, it seems
clear that its comparative failure in 1944 was attributable to
actual scarcity of fish rather than to adverse weather con-
ditions. - The following figures show the trend of this fishery
in the past four years:—1944, 11,086 fish, weight 652 cwt.; 1943,
15,847 fish, weight 992 cwt.; 1942, 28,084 fish, weight 1,780 cwt.:
1941, 21,536 fish, weight 1,355 cwt.

The abnormal drought which prevailed throughout the first
half of 1944 adversely affected rod fishing in most districts
although in a few areas-in the south good sport was obtained.

The spawning season appears to have resulted somewhat more
satisfactorily than might have been expected from the general
scarcity of fish. The migration of smolts to the sea is said to
have been larger on the average than usual; but, having regard
to the widespread drought, the opinion of observers (most of

" them untrained) on this point can only be accepted with reserve.

The yield of the eel fisheries in 1944 was well maintained de-

* gpite the fact that in some localities fishing was hindered by

heavy floods. The average price realised was somewhat higher
than in 1943.

SALMON EXPORTS TO BRITAIN.—There was renewed in
1944, with a slight modification in favour of our exporters, the
arrangement obtaining since 1942 whereby the Ministry of Food
became the sole purchaser of all salmon exported from this coun-
try to Great Britain. The number of licensed exporters was still
limited to thirty-five but other persons engaging in the export
trade were enabled to forward t‘hen- consignments as heretofore -
through a licensed exporter. The whole arrangement on our
side- continued to be controlled under the relevant Emergency
Powers Order made in 1942.

ARTIFICIAL PROPAGATION OF SALMON AND TROUT.—
As the result of abr}ormﬂl flood conditions which occurred on
the stream feeding it, the State-subsidised salmon hatchery at
Lismore was put out of commission for the season. Serious
damage was caused to this hatchery, hoth a5 {6 styucfure and
fittings, and all the fish impounded for stripping escaped. Plans
for the reconstruction of the premises gp up to date principles
were under consideration at the close of 19z
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At the Department’s salmon hatchery aft Glenties operations

were also affected by floods, but not to anything like the extent

experienced at Lismore. The trouble at Glenties was the diffi-
culty of capturing fish for breeding purposes, and this resulted
in a diminution in the quantity of ova available for local develop-
ment and for distribution elsewhere.

Generally there was no appearance of disease, and fry (salmon
and trout) were distributed in good condition: in some cases,
however, the consignments were sent out later than usual as

the development of ova was delayed by a period of extreme elolkal,

The advent of somewhat improved transport facilities encoulr-
aged persons who had previously operated small hatcheries, Or
hatehing-out stations, to consider the resumption of such activi-
ties and many of them were preparing their plans accordingty
during the period covered by this report.

A prolonged spell of cold which occurred at a critical period
seriously hampered work at the Department’s hrown trout hateh-
ery ab Lough Owel, as the main run of sprino- fish did not
materialise and this, of course, reduced the outpot of ova. The
ova collected totalled 440,000, and of these 308.000 were de-
spatched to other waters for restocking, while the balance were
reared to the fry stage and returned to Lough Owel. The brown
trout hatchery at Oughterard, erected and ‘managed Dby the
Lough Corrib Anglers’ Association, continued to function sabis-
factorily and to much the same capacity as in previous seasons.

BOARDS OF CONSERVATORS.—The receipts by these
Boards during 1944, compared with 1943, were:—

1944 1943
' ; £
Licence Duty 1(}£319 10,460
Fishery Rates ‘ 17.866 16,817
Fines, Sales of Forfeited ; :
Engines, ete. s \ ; 1,353
. Subseriptions R g é%% 223
Exchequer Grants ' 1720y 1,660
TOTALS: 31,256 © 30,813
=
Expenditure by the Boards was:—
Salaries, ete :
, | 141
Tra.vell_mg, efe. 2’3.,23 ?641
F;’Otecbclilortl of Rivers 1813}))2 18,301
b W “OS S .. ) 74t)
1 507 1,627
1,52 i
TOTALS: 31,938 30,610
Details of the finances of each Board arve contgined in J\Ppendix

No, 12,

9

The valuable assistanceé rendered by members of the Garda
Siochdna and by members of angling associations in the detection
and prevention of fishery offences was much appreciated by the
Conservators in the various distriets. 3

EMPLOYMENT IN THE INDUSTRY.—The numbér of men
engaged .during 1944 in seasonal netting for salmon under Com-
mon Law right is estimated at 3,780, and some 540 others were
employed on privately operated salmon fisheries. Professional
anglers and ghillies numbered approximately 750. Boards of
Conservators employed about 1,130 water keepers, and private
fishery owners had 110 men working for them in a like capacity.

INSTRUMENTS OF CAPTURE.—The total fishing licences of
all kinds issued by the Conservators duving 1944 was 3,906, as
compared with 3,981 in 1943, 4,013 in 1942, and-3,559 in 1941.
Fewer draft, drift and snap nel licences were taken out in 1944
than in the preceding year when (owing chiefly to the shortage
of nets and twines) the issues of such licences had fallen sharply.
As there was some improvement in the gear supply position
during 1944, a greater demand for licences would probably
have arisen were it not for the unfavourable prospects disclosed
by the opening months. Special local licences for draft nets,
issued under the Fisheries (Tidal Waters) Acts, 1934 and 1939,
dropped from 39 in 1943 to 33 in 1944,

Whole season rod licences purchased in 1944 totalled to 1,689.
* ndorsement. '’ extensions (to districts other than those where
lhe original licence had been issued) numbered 218, and 240
fourteen-day licences were also sold. There were 378 special
£1 licences (available from {1st July to close of season) issued
by fourteen Boards of Conservators. The grand total of 2,525 rod
licences of all kinds for 1944 compares with the figure of 2,577
for 1943. . ‘ :

The number of instruments licensed for the capture of eels
increased from the 1943 figure by 16 to 197 for 1944,

Details of the vario.u_s classes of licences issued in each Fishery
District will be found in Appendix No. 13 and the different rates
of licence duty are shown in Appendix No, 14 :

ENGINEERING ACTIVITIES INt RELATION T FISH
PASSES AND OT_HER WORKS.—A fish pass desiqneg by the
Department’s Engineer to meet special conditions at Ballin-
collig milldam on the River Lee wag completed during the year
under review. In the course of structural altel‘ationsbto i
dam at Ennis on the River Fergus, which had been the cause of
persistent complaints as an obstruetion tq the passage of fish,
it was found possible lo incorporate ip the new \351:]'{ abnl offective
fish pass in aceordance with plans Previo
Risheries Engineer. A number of othe,
planned by that officer could not ha pro

usly prepared by the
much needed pas:ae?
ceeded with in 1944
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owing to the general shortage of cement which lasted for some
months. Several artificial dams, as well as natural obstructions,
were surveyed with a view to the provision of adequate facilities
for the ascent of fish as soon as conditions became suitable for
starting work thereon.. The Electricity Supply (Amendmen_t)
Bill and the Arterial Drainage Bill had been the subject of dis-
cussion, while still in draft form, with the promoting Depart-
ments, and fishery interests were reasonably safeguarded in each
measure as finally enacted. Proposals by the Electricity Supply
Board for the hydro-electrical development of the River Erne
and for the construction of an additional- power station on the
River Liffey near Leixlip were examined from the fishery view-
point with particular reference to the provision of suitable fish
passes. Preliminary conversations were had with representatives
of the Office of Public Works on_ certain aspects of projected
drainage works with which fishery interests might be concerned.

As it had become obvious that much of the layout and fittings
at the Department’s fish hatchery at Glenties were subsisting
precariously with the aid of emergency repairs, a special engin-
eering survey of the place was made during 1944. As 2 result
certain urgent renewals at the fish traps were put in hands and
a programme was planned for the replacement of wori OIFL
flumes and other equipment by articles of improved design ang
more lasting materials.

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL INVESTIGATIONS'T_RE-
search work on the life history of the salmon was continue
during 1944, investigations being centred on the Rivers L.ee, IN0Y>
Laune, Drumcliffe and Boyne.  Some of the fishery pmprieLOI‘S
on these waters kindly assisted by forwarding to the Department
at regulqr intervals sets of scales and data regarding the fish
from which they had been taken. These investications had been
extended in 1943.-to sea trout from the Inny El?ld Gowla rivers
upon which work continued during 1944,

The biology of the salmon of the Rj . further
. : ) T \ iver Liffey was S
1l£1ves_t1gated In the light of material collected ovgr some years.
'I:el‘fml_lSW spawned salmon of Irish rivers were the su
p;)e minary studies; material from about twenty-five rivers Was
2rr§ﬁg:fddthl’ough the courtesy of fish 2 and the resulis
led in a paper by an Inspe tor . ie which ap-
eared in t 3 A5l pecior of Fisheries, y
ﬁo. A n the Ploceedjngs of the Royal Irish Academy (Vol. 24,
During the year a number A om-
; : [ of spec ,, a fish ©
Ear%ia‘;?lyy ;‘ﬁl‘re f;nh e country ?Ve;;n ?)rlljia?;e%h%:r;dlidentlﬁed-
or » WIS ASh ‘was fairly “widespread. mainly in maritime
counties, but it seems to haye disa pread, mainly in T TG
e ear : areas.
account of the dlst1-1b1}tion of chagpig{?felf;g? fvofgl Bcontribute‘d
by an Inspector of Risheries tg tne Proceedings of the Royal
Irish Academy (Vol. 50, No. 8) and another short. account ©
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the fish by the same author appeared in the ‘* Irish Naturalists’
Journal ™ (September, 1944). 1In the hope of obtaining details
of the ** species '’ to which char from- different localities belong,.
the Department offered rewards for specimens.

LEGISLATION.—The compilation ‘of material for the forth
coming Fisheries (Consolidation) Bill was virtually completed bj
the end of 1944.

By Order made under the provisions of the Shannon Fisheries
Act, 1935, the closure (for the purpose of acquiring statistical
information) of the free gap in the Thomond salmon fishing
weir alt Limerick was authorised' throughout the period isi

January, 1944, to 19th July, 1944,

A By-Law, of which the delails are given in Appendix No. 16
was made altering the annual close season for angling for salmon
and trout in the Wexford Fishery District.

OFFENCES AGAINST THE FISHERY LAWS.—There was a
marked increase in the number of cases wherein proceedings
were instituted by Boards of Conservators for pollution of rivers,
chiefly by the discharge of effluent from flax retting ponds.
Prosecutions for other offences against the fishery laws were
slightly less than in the preceding year.

POLLUTION OF FISHING WATERS.—There continued to be
kept under observation certain sources of pollution by industrial
enterprises which, prior to the advent of emergency conditions
in 1939, had been engaging attention. At one of these places
a number of fish were destroyed in 1944. Pollution problems
arising out of increased flax acreage caused much concern in
some districts.  Assurances had been given by many flax growers
that they would take steps to obviate all further cause for com-
plaint and such assurances were generally fulfilled. The Con-
servators, however, had 4o prosecute others whose continued
operations were in direct conflict wih fishery interests. All
practicable steps will continue to be taken to prevent the spread
of pollution from such sources.

SEAMAS 0 RIAIN,

AIRE TALMHAIOCHTA-

17th August, 1945.
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