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The qumt ik iez  and val~as of h e ~ r i n g  Ipmded &uriw t h e  l g 6 [ ~  herring asassa o f f   be 

south coast a d  during Tees GuIy t o  November per5od o f f  the sou th  west coast a r e  re~ziewed, 

In bo%h areas there was a furkher sa*ous decline in the cateEaea - mainly due t o  a 

corethasag very poor rate of rec~~tmeunt o f  young b a r r a g  t o  %he a d a t  stocko In The 

Celtic Sea the total is ternt ioral  catch during "16b1 WEIS mly 7$0W t oa~es  compared 

with 4 8 , m  t o m e s  i n  1969, while the t o t a l  Irish eat&. es f  approximteb 3,WO toanes w a s  

the lowest since the ~de-fifties, The m e d i a t e  a i m  of wqp mma@ment policy fop. the 

Celtic Sea herring stock mst be t o  ~ 8 b u i P d  it t o  a leva% of at least 40,008 tomes ,  I$ 

is, ad present ,  esthted to be below 90,008 tamers, 19fs c a  s a y  be done by having a 

mnnaplete ban on a11 "shesrfw fishing fa the Celtic Sea unt i l  S B B  at least, 

eontiy111ed until %he niddBe of Jwmq 197'-dr T D ~  t o t a l  % a d i n @  &uring the season 

momtad t o  2,981 tomes which was over 3 , W  tomes ( 5 s )  Paver %hm Pnr .i%5/~6 and 

was in fact  Yne loweat $mdiw s h e 8  the 1955/56 season, The value of the landed 

cat& d e e ~ a s e d  to BQ,W f r o a  d3 .3,1W,W in %he 9 ~ 5 b 6  seaBoa, Because of t&.e 

poor mtches in the early p a t  sf fne aason ai m b e r  of boats  did not  pa&fe ip te  in 

$be fiahsq with the ~ s u 1 - t  that the t o t a l  nmber sf boats involvsd d e c ~ a s s b  fmm 78 

the middle of J a m q  there were a poss ible  89 fi.&ing days and Bmdiags we&% mde on 

65 of &ess dqs, Some emall baatrs using &rift nets ales took part in the fishery 

during the season, but l i k e  the LrawXers, their ca%ches ware very disappointing, The 

fslilodw table &ow the msnt3%$ landings per p o r k  for 156177 mc?, c o r ~ a p a n d f n g  

figares f o r  135176 anti 197&~fi5* 



October 

2J;iovember 

Decea~ber 

T o t a l s  

L~-~id . ings  made by mall  boats uslng Wft nets o f f  Y l a t  p a d  o f  the  Wexfsrd coast that is 

%he Celtic Sea =.d also off" Zelvick smowtsd t o  appmxiw%@Py 150 tomes, 

The average p ~ i e e  per tonne inc~eased P ~ o m  $3 @,I 6 (i,e, &28,75 per era) in 19'$5/76 t o  

1 PTOe'i0.86 (~48.59 per cran) in 196/77.  p able 2 ) .  Eieeause of the soarcity of herring,  

prices ctmtinued t o  rise ~ ~ F U ~ @ L O U $  the ~eas0i1~ zmd the pfieee paid af ter  Christmas rm@d 

f rom @6&UO pi- e r a ,  Tbs total lazdingp, the t o h a l  ~a1u.s and the 8verage price per 

tonne sfnee 3 $ 8 ~ 1 6 9  are &owa i n  Table z2, 
Tx 

Table 2: Tota l  imdinw (tomes), total value ( E )  and %he avemge p r k e  per toms, 
1968169 - 4 %5g"$7 P 
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Internationax cat*: For the t h i r d  sueeessive season the % o t _ d  catch taken from Skis 

Celtic Sea was regulated by tkte Sort:? &st P.tl.mtic f i ~ k i e ~ e s  Comissioa ( N * ~ ~ . A , F . C , ~  

Die total ePl~;~rable catch (T,A,c,) far 1976/"~~ ori$nally f i x e d  at %6,5(40 tomes, xas 

later reduced t o  %0,850 tornee, This was divided as follows:- 

others 1,700 tomes, Again, as i~ the  previous two seasons, I ~ ~ % m d f s  catch of 2,9m 

toaxes fell far short sf its allotted quota, In Ta5sle 4 the catches per season fala each 

c s ~ s i t r y  pa_rticipatirg i n  th is  f - isheq s ince  1963/66 are shown, These are the -fi@*res 

supplied t o  the ICES* '&orking GTOUP on the assess~lent ~f her r ing  stocks,  and are considered 

the  best es$im&tes of catches taken f m m  the Celtic Sea stock, 

Table 4: Celtic Sea herring catches tonne9 (1 April  - 31 M C C ~ )  

(1976177 ffigsares are psovisional) 
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* XnLerdational Csxraci% f o r  %ha &ploretion of $he Sea 

Tck ' i s  5 shows ';;.osir the t o t a l  ~ ~ o w ~ ~ , b l e  c ~ t c ~ k i  b.88 been alloca%ed ~ s y  c o m P q  since ~uotas 

ware first i;lplemem"&d by N,E,LO,,F,G i.n l ~ f 4 / ' ? 5  for the Celtic Sesa, Tlze a@tu&l catc'h 

r~c0168d by each c 8 m t w ~  eec% B e a d ~ i . :  i f 3  a l s o  shoh~i, 

Quotas m d  r eco~ded  catcl~ea in t h e ;  CePeier: Sea (tofiaes) 

-- 

Me the r lmds  

: No d i f f  icuf $y w a s  experienced in 1976/77 i n  d ispos ing  of the 

cat&, !The major p a r t  of it was exported f ~ s k  t o  Baace while s m l b a r  quantities were 

e ~ r e d ,  aaainly for the Eetherlaxtds, the U,K,. SmaYi q u m t i t i e a  were a l s o  exported. 

fmsh $0 $h@ U,K, 

Lsca%ions @f fish=: me caeehes in the ear ly par t  BE the season were taken from 

Baginb~n Bay, During  he i-ernal~der 3f the seeson snaEP 8.~0~18 were located over a wide 

area axten4ing E r o a  the D8mf Bock t o  Rook Kead, The ma-, faatuse of  the l o c a t i a ~  or" %Be 

fishery was %h2 absence of -gr wor%kiwkils shoals on the tra.&tionaP s ~ a u ~ n g  beds o f f  the 

D a u t  Rock, in Ballycstton mid 'ibou&sl Bays and in &@nbm Bay, 














