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In this respect Ireland has been very much behind other countries.
number of years no statlstlcs.of the quantity of fish landed .have been collected, save at
a few places where large fishing operations had been carried on, and near to which a
Coastguard station existed. From a few such pluces we have been in the habit of
obtaiﬁjinor from the officers of the stations returns of the quantity of fish captured, and
submitti?lg a summary of them in our Annual Reports, We have also published a
return we received through an agent in London of the quantities of four kinds of fish
sent to nine principal towns in England, a.l}d upon these few returns the caleulation hals
been based that this is the total quantity and V&I}]_e of fish exported from Irelz?nc.
Nothing can be more erroneous or misleading. We had neither officers under u;
throughout Ireland, nor means at our d]SpOSé}l to pay others for collectl}lg st-a@st-msﬁ, a}il)ll
the Coastguard stations were so sparse that it would have been physmalvly ?mp‘o}zﬂ le
for the officers of such to colleect returns _from a great number of' pla.qes \‘a‘hefle fish ar fi‘
landed. The Lords of the Treasury having approved of the expenditure o a sui- 0
£850 for this service, and, having lately received the necessary au tho‘rﬂ:.y,‘ we are ma Jz;g
the best arrangements in our power for the collection of as much information on the

For a long
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subject round the coast as the expenditure of this sum will permit, and hop1e to be able
to give in subsequent reports reliable statistics as to the quantity of fish taken off the
Irish Coast.

Tae PrncEArRD FisHERIES.

A small quantity of pilchards were taken in Dungarvan Bay in the month of August,
but as there was no sale for them they were thrown-overboard. T

The want of demand for this fish in a fresh state, and the consequent inability of the
fishermen to dispose of them, renders them as‘a rule desirousnot to capture,and, thﬁre-
fore, they avoid shooting their nets when it 1s proba‘ble. large ql{allt_-;ﬁles ynlght be tel). en.
- If there were any enterprise amongst the dealers in fish, it is ‘b¢11¢ved that large
profits might be made by curing them for the Italian market, in the same n{lamgiexl'l as
in Cornwall. A reference to our report for last year will show that the Cornish fis ex;i
men have not been able, of late years, to supply the demand in Italy for this fish, aﬁl
the prices: obtained, therefore, are generally satisfactorily ;*emunerat1ve. It 1515 ((:3{-
lieved that this industry, which existed in former years in the south of I%e }sltp ;
might be revived, and would give profitable employment to large numbers of the fis ;;Illg
community. This subject deserves investigation by persons disposed and having the
means to embark in an enterprise with the view of developing the Irish Fisheries.

Tae MackereL FISHERY.

The capture of mackerel during the season 1886 was less than in the previous year,
1885.

The total number of boxes, containing 120 mackerel in each box, landed at ﬂ;le
following stations was 149,568, realising to the fishermen £105,963—averaging 14s. 2d.
per box, viz. :—

Boxes, £ Boxes. £
Kinsale, 71,554 54,513 Ventry, . A 30 _13
Baltimore, 51,495 33,985 Dingle, . . 2,151 1,331
Ballydavid, . 9,810 7,671 Ballydonegan, . 6,140 3,093
Union Hall, ! 804 539 =
Castletownsend, . 7,584 4,818 j 149,568 105,963

The above are the only stations from which we have been able to obtain returns,
though large quantities are landed at several other places. We have made arrange-
ments for having fuller returns furnished to us, and hope to be able to supply more
detailed information in our next Report.

The average prices obtained at the four stations where the great bulk of the fish was
landed, were as follows :—

! LENs !
Kinsale, . 0 15 3 perbox.

£ =
Ballydavid, . 0 15 8 per box.
Baltimo_ra, y 0 13 21 01

5
3 Castletownsend 2 8% ¥

The nationalities of the vessels engaged in this fishery in 1886 were as follows :—

Seoteh, . ] ‘ . 31

Trsh 4 948
‘ French, ; : . . 27

English and M;mx, ; 263

oats

According to the returns we have received, it would appear that the Irish bqncl

attending this fishery were 22 less, the English and Manx vessels decreased 39,
the Scotch boats decreased 50 as compared with 1885. ]

The great decrease in the number of French vessels fishing off this coast, which were
reduced in 1886 to 27 vessels, is also remarkable. In 1879 there were fishing in Irish
waters 160 vessels, ranging from 40 to 90 tons burden.

The fishing commenced at Kinsale on 10th April, and ended 25th June; and at
Baltimore, on same date, and ended 3rd July. :

According to the returns furnished there were over 500 men employed In the boata
used by the buyers—and at the rate of wages paid this would amount to about £6,900
for eleven weeks, besides a large expenditure upon packers, carters, &c. _

The great increase in the number of men employed in the buyers’ boats 18 accounted
for by the Coast Guard as having been caused by the increased number of fish buyers
congregating at Kinsale, as compared with 1885.
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At Kinsale there were 14 steamers employed conveying the fish to England, at an
estimated cost of £400 each per month, and ten hulks for storing ice, at a cost of £15
each per month. :

Six vessels arrived with ice, containing 8,554 tons, all of which was imported.

The following rates were charged for carrying the fish. To Liverpool and Manchester,
8s. per box; to London, 10s. 6d. per box of 120 fish; the average weight of a box was
2 cwt.

At Baltimore 16 steamers were employed in carrying the fish to England, at an
estimated cost of £400 each per month.

Over 100 men were employed in the boats used by the buyers ; and at the rate of
wages paid, this, for twelve weeks, would amount to about £1,500, besides a large expen-
diture upon packers, &e.

Three vessels arrived with ice, containing 1,423 tons, all of which were imported, and
cight hulks were used for storing it, owned by a company of fish buyers.

The mackerel fishing has proved of great benefit in giving employment, not only to
the fishing population, but to a great number of persons residing in the vicinity of the
places where the fish are landed. Some years back most of the vessels fished from
Kinsale, but the boats last season fished from various ports between Kinsale and the
mouth of the River Shannon.

Tue Herrine FISnenics.

The capture of herrings at the places from which we have received returns, during
the ycar 1886, exceeded that of the previous year, from the same places, by 18,802
mease, while the money value only increased £3,778.

In the table below is given the number of boats attending the herring fishery at
the places named from England, Ireland, and Scotland during the past year.

The herring fishing along the southern parts of the coast generally did not commence
until the month of June. This was in accordance with our recommendations in last

year’s report.

There were great fluctuations in the prices obtained. The fish on some occasions being
sold as low as 1s. 0d. per mease, and at times there was absolutely no sale for them.
At Dunmore, County Waterford, in the month of August, it is stated, that 1,650 mease
were thrown overboard, there being no sale for them in consequence of the glut in the
English markets. At other times and places they realised as much as £1 5s. per mease.
These fluctuations were more remarkable in 1886 than in previous years.

In consequence of this, we held a Public Sworn Inquiry at Howth, on the 30th
October, to inquire into the circumstances attending the dispute between the fishermen
and fish buyers during the summer, and as to the general state of the fisheries, &c.
Two of our body attended.

1t was numerously attended by fishermen of the locality, but none of the fish buyers
attended nor any person on their behalf. Mr. Rochford attended on behalf of Lord
Howth.

The Inquiry turned mainly on the incapacity of the harbour, in its present state, for
fishery purposes, and consequent injury to the fishing industry. Evidence was given at
length by the Hon. Judge Boyd (who attended on behalf of the fishermen), supported
by that of the fishermen examined, to the effect, that the harbour was at present wholly
unsuited for the accommodation of a fishing fleet by reason of the silting up which had
taken place during past years and which had gone on more rapidly of late years. That
at present there was but five and a half feet of water at the mouth of the harbour in
deepest part at low water (this Judge Boyd stated from measurements made by himself),
whereas none of _the boats fishing from Howth draw less than eight feet. That
frequently the entire fleet (as many as 200 boats) have to lie out some four hours in
tempestuous weather, with great danger to boats and erews, unable to approach the
harbour, waiting for the tide. Latterly the filling up of the harbour had much
increased, and now there was fully one-fourth of the mouth unavailable for even row-
boats on account of stones drifted round from the back of the pier, and at present row-
boats cannot approach the steps along the east pier at low water ; further, that steamers
which formerly lay along the jetty and inside the jetty, cannot do so now. At present
when boats are unable to get into the harbour, the fish have to be loaded into row-
boats and rowed in cargoes, for the purpose of landing them, to the injury of the fish.

>,
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Formerly there was plenty of water for boats to come in at low water; and steamers
used to come regularly to the fishing from England and lie inside the harbour for the
purpose of shipping the fish.

With reference to the importance of the station as a fishing station it was given in
evidence that in addition to the herring fishing, which was very plentiful last season,
there was at present a very large haddock and considerable cod fishing; and boats
which fish the herrings in summer fish the cod in winter.

On the subject of the dispute between the fishermen and fish buyers last season,
general evidence was given, that no real competition existed between the buyers, that
they effectually controlled the price, and insisted on taking only picked fish. That one
buyer fixed the price, and where fish were sold to one buyer, they were taken by, and
delivered to several. That the price fell so low as 1s. per mease, and for want of
sale a quantity of fish was thrown overboard. No remedy or means by which the
alleged control of the market by the buyers could be prevented was suggested, nor do
we see what steps could be taken in this, which is entirely a trade matter, to
remedy the grievances complained of, further than the improvement of the harbour
S0 as to render it again suitable for the accommodation of the fishing fleet and
steamers. Thig undoubtedly would tend to secure a better market for the fishermen,
as the delay in getting fish to land referred to, and the practical exclusion trom the
English market, owing to absence of accommodation for steamers, greatly reduces
the freedom of_proper public competition for the fish. The running of a short
line along the pier from the railway, which might be worked by horses, would also
prove an advanta_,ge in facilitating carriage of fish to Dublin. Where, if a com-
modious and public market were open it might prove of great advantage to the
fishermen and prevent what is now considered by the fishermen to be a combination
among the Irish buyers.

_ From the evidence taken we have no hesitation in stating that the harbour is, in
1ts present state, totally unfit for fishing purposes, and is a source of danger to boats
o t; and we are of opinion that its deepening and Improvement is urgently
neceasaf%r and that when this has been accomplished steamers will eall for the fish
Ta‘t:e Eﬁi?r mz}‘rkf?ﬁ Will be opened thereby, a loss of valuable food such as has talken
%E} o for d;dyl?[i-l)a,:l ble aVerted,.a,_nd the -ﬁshern}en becqme Imore prosperous, and will
R e S and opportunities for improving their present condition, which they

. under 0x1bt1r_1g circumstances expect.
e f;f:;og‘fagotﬁgit mq_qu two of our body i.nves.tigate;d the subject (on the 24th J ul.y)
S prncaly thafct);?a le._ The cause of dissatisfaction, as far as we could ascgrtam,
< 1€ prices had been much lower than in previous years, but 1t was

At ) : 5 ;
?;;Ei?dﬁz}ﬁ% the fish were of inferior quality to other years, and were what are called

Another cause of dj
not only sold the fish
A third allesed cau
number of firms, inste

ssatisfaction appeared to be that one of the fish auctioncers

by auction, but bid himself for them.

s¢ of dissatisfaction was that one buyer would buy for a

there was nob suffio; ad of there being a buyer for each, and that in consequence
ot sufficient, competition amongst the buyers to secure fair rates.

We pointed out that i i i ! :

W : hat although exceptionally high prices might be obtained for a
g‘*lllicglﬂ)lm}far, that it did not follow the same should always be obtained—that much
s “l_ﬂladup%l} the quality of the fish, and the general supply—that the quality this
St o E'mt iuedly nferior to that generally taken in Dublin Bay—and further, a
]Eri,gﬂ C;)agtqo i d1e Prices at which the fish had been sold this season around the
o e].c,-e\x.;héi'e. not show that the prices obtained at Howth were legs than those

2nd. With regard to the
should appoint their
employ any one but his
auctloneer’s action.

3rd. It was not possible to regulate this—to regulate that one buyer should not

pur chasc'a for more than one firm, as firms wanting fish would employ whom they pleased
to buy for them,

By referring to the
not appear that How
for the weeks ending
were paid elsewhere.

sec_ond cause of dissatisfaction, we suggested that they
Own auctioneer, as it was quite open to them to do, and not
m to sell their fish—if they were not satisfied with the present

prices paid for herrings in the different places in Ireland, it would
th had been unfairly dealt with, for \\:1th the exception of the sales
July 3rd and 10th, by far higher prices were obtained than what
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Attached is a statement showing the prices obtained from 1st June to the 10th July,
by weekly averages.

Pricrs obtained at undermentioned StaTions from June 12, to and inclusive of, 10th July.

— | Howth. Castletownsend. Baltimore. Ballinacourty.
s d 8. d. s. d. s. &
June 12, . % 14 Mease, at . 25 0] 2,057 Mecase, at < 187 0 878 Mease, at o 14 T 29 Mease, at A2 10
. AR v e | BEE e ] ke DRZIL|IZR280 T G0 s e 1200 il s280 00 AN T Cyeiat 7ale s, R S o
arme B s | LB T oE CTOMR ] R 1T S S R L AT I et el R Tl D I LG s T Ty
July 3, . .|1660 L, . ST T S G R S X G2] Larn Liei daday 10 M0 1550 28 SANIPSCRER SRS S R
w 10, o .| 253 8 2| dil oy o« 0 0] 800 i < aalL 0| TR ERE L e e H O
—_ Kinsale. Unionhall. Baluriggan. Ardglass,
8. d. e85 d 8 8 g
June 12, . . 715 Mease, at .14 0 1 Measc at . 16 0 — —_
w 18, » .l1s00 L, . . 3040 R i ST ) — —
il 26 . | ET0 4 el o LSS — — —
July 3, A 3 19 = 4 . 8 0 —_ — —_
R [ S = ol a5 e
None till 17th July.
T i RN . — —_ 91 Mease, at . 5 61,132 Mease, at a gy
HEerrine Fisnery, 1886, at the following places :—
Boats employed, and highest number C‘Tot'e.‘l P
day, Japture. age ol
_— OILANY OLE CaJ, el Prics. | Total Value,
English. l Scotch. | Irish. l Manx. Mense.
EMed. £
Howth, between 8th June and 14th August, . 40 61 40 4 9,585 01l 0 5,270
Arklow, between 27th October and 24th Dee., . - - 105 - 6,787 0 8 1 2,760
Kinsale, between 19th May and 20th November, . - 62 39 5 5,040 015 2 3,820
.Greenore, between 22nd June and 22nd Oct., . 1 9 32 32 1,686 013 2 1,109
Ardglass, between 8th June and 14th October, . 14 55 59 18 13,320 012 0 7,982
Omeath and Warrenpoint, between 3rd Septem-
ber and 17th December, . . . o= - 14 - 258 019 1 247
Kilkecl, between 1st June and 1st November, . 50 100 100 50 30,000 1 00 30,000
Annalong, between 1st June and 1st November, . 13 4 40 25 8,000 012 0 4,800
Courtown, between 4th November and 12th Dec., - - 18 - 430 010 0 215
Balbriggan, between 22nd June and 30th Nov., . = 3 10 10 423 0 11 .4 240
Ballynacourty, between 5th June and 25th Sept., - 26 58 - 10,827 0 911 5,371
Union Hall, between 10th June and 7th August, - - 9 1 18 011 11 11
Castletownsend, between 25th May and 24th July, - 68 24 10 10,211 01511 8,135
Baltimore, between 4th June and 28th July, o - 10 30 5 2,433 011 9 1,427
Dunmore East, between 20th May and 30th Sept., | - - 100 - 21,363 0 811 9,502
Sent by Rail from Bundoran and Ballyshannon, .| - - - - 1,093 1 "2 6 1,230
Total, : ; - - = = 121,474 | 013 6| 82,149

TRAWLING.

During the year complaints against this mode of fishing in Galway Bay were renewed.
As soon as our intention to hold a meeting to inquire into the subject was published, it
was followed by complaints from several places in Ireland and it was determined that the
entire question should be investigated at public inquiries in the localities. Accordinoly
we held meetings at Galway, Sligo, Bantry, Castletown Bere, Kenmare, and Din%'fe’
and are about holding others at Wexford, Kingstown, IMowth, Balbriggan, Closkor
Head, Carlingford, Passage, Dunmore E., and Cloghane. These investizgations are now
proceeding. When completed, they will form the subject of a special report. We
can only now say that we have been pressed very much to prohibit trawling in some
bays as an experiment, as has been done by the Scotch Fishery Board in certain places
in Bcotland. The effect of such experiments will be carefully tested in Scotland, the
Scoteh board having received authority to supply themselves with the appliances which
are necessary to do so, including a steam vessel and scientists of eminence, This cannot
be accomplished by us, as we have not been authorized to obtain any vessel, appliances,
or the services of scientists for the purpose, and without them it would be almost a

B 2
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maftter of impossibility to ascertain if the prohibition of trawling would have the effect
contended by many, of increasing the supply of fish, or improving the fisheries. Galway
and Dublin bays are cases in point. In the former trawling was prohibited for a
nuinber ot years in about half the bay. For about four years it was not followed at all,
and, so far as the evidence at public inquiries could be relied on, there was no improve-
ment in the fisheries during the cessation of this mode of fishing in either the whole, or
part of the bays. In the case of Dublin Bay trawling has been prohibited for nearly
forty-four years; and the question will arise if the fisheries of that bay have increased
in this period.

In pthgr bays no trawling has ever been carried on; and the present state of the
fisheries in such places will have to be carefully inquired into.

All the questions that arise on this subject can, however, only be dealt with by us on
the evidence that may be brought before us at public inquiries, and this is generally
sither of a most conflicting or biassed character, depending on the modes of fishing
carried on by the local fishermen, or the feeling or animus of witnesses, either for or
against trawling, and in most cases regardless of the question of the public good.

One of the most important elements for consideration in dealing with this question
would have been statistics of the quantity of fish captured in certain places for a series of
years. Up to the present no such statistics are forthcoming in Ireland, from the want
of means to obtain them; and should we determine on prohibiting trawling in any bay in
Ireland, which must have the effect of stopping a very important industry for the
time, we look on it as of great importance that proper means should be afforded, of not
only testing the grounds thus preserved during the time of such prohibition, but of
obtaining accurate statistics of the quantity of fish captured by other means in such
places, and the quantities taken by trawlers. “Without such, any legislation on the subject
cannot have the object so much desired.

While on this subject, we think it right to advert to the applications we have made
to be supplied with a suitable vessel for the use of this Department, and to the necessity
for which we have referred in several previous reports.

TrAMMEL NETS.

We have been called on in some places to prohibit the use of this mode of fishing,
and in others, to allow its use during certain portions of the day time.

. The Act 5 & 6 Vic., . 106 (ss. 7 & 8) prohibits the use of trammel nets between sun-
rise and sunset, and provides a penalty for leaving them in the water after sunrise, stress
of weather alone exempting the offenders from the penalties and forfeitures. The Act
further gives powers to the Commissioners to permit, during the day time, the use of

%eiﬁé‘: in such places where, in their opinion, their use would not be injurious to the
sheries.

Our predecessors permitted their use in Dungarvan and Kenmare Bays, as follows :—

In Dungarvan Bay, to the north and east of the line through Ballinacourty Head, and to the south and
west of the line through Helvick Head, such Trammel or Moored Nets may be set, and remain set in the watep
from Three o’Clock, p.m., of one day, until Nine o’Clock a.m., in the following day, during January, March
Octob.er, November, and December in each year ; and from Five o'Clock, p.m., of one day, to seven o’Oloek’
., in the following day, during May, June, July, August, and September. ’

II:. ],Ienmare, eastward of a line drawn from the western point of Lamb’s Head to the Western point
O'f Cod’s Head, the use of Trammel and other Moored Nets for the capture of sea fish, from the hour of Three
o Cl.ock in the afternoon of any one day to the hour of Nine o'Clock in the morning of the day next following,
during the_s months of October, November, December, January, February, and March, in each year ; and from the
hour o'f Five Q’Clock in the afternoon of any one day to the hour of Seven o’Clock in the morning of the day
following, during the months of April, May, June, July, August, and September.

With these exceptions, the law prohibiting their use after sunrise has remained
{lnalfge}’ed since 1842, though in many places, as we found out in the course of our late
nquirles, it has not been in any way observed. This is the case particularly where
there is no local authority at hand to enforce it.

During the year we held public meetings to inquire into the subject at Kinsale and
Bantry, and having given the evidence our best consideration we decided on permitting
the use of such nets in Bantry Bay during the day time as follows :—

During fhe months of October, November, December, January, February, and March in each year, between
the hours of three o’clock in the afternoon of one day and ten o’clock in the forenoon of the next or following
day, and during the months of April, May, June, July, August, and September in each year, between the
hours of five o’clock in the afternoon of one day and seven o’clock in the forenoon of the next or following day.
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At Kinsale we decided, not only that there should be no relaxation of the law,
but that it was necessary to make a Bye-Law prohibiting their use within 250 yards of
boats engaged in line fishing.

From the latter place a large number of first class fishing vessels follow the line
fishing during the season, and it was proved to our satisfaction that injury had been done
to this industry by the non-observance of the law on the part of the trammel net
fishermen not hauling up their nets by sunrise, and also of setting them too close
to vessels engaged in the line fishing, which is so important an industry at that time of
year during the Hake fishing, that unless its place were to be taken by some mode of
fishing which would be attended with better results it should be preserved without injury.
The trammel net fishing does not present that aspect in either its operations, the class
of men as compared with the line fishermen that follow it, or the boats that are
employed at it. In Bantry Bay the case was different, There were no line fishermen to
be interfered with, and the fishermen who follow trammel net fishing in that bay could
not, as a rule, observe the law, and should either have it relaxed or give up that mode of
fishing, in which latter case they had none other to fall back upon.

Arrrcep Drecreask or Fisg oy Tue Nortn CoasT.

Applications having been received, principally from the north coast, for inquiries into an
alleged decrease in the quantity of fish captured of late years off that coast, we held pub-
lic meetings at Newcastle, Groomsport, Holywood, Carrickfergus, Ballycastle, Portrush,
Moville, Culdaff, Malin Head, Mullaghmore, Donegal, Killybegs, Teelin, Portnoo, Inniscoe,
Bunbeg, Innishboffin, Dunfanaghy, Downies Bay, Rathmullen, and Buncrana, and re-
ceived a large mass of evidence on the subject. Like all evidence of the kind, it was of
the most conflicting character, and there were no statistics from which to test its
accuracy-

‘We are inclined to believe, however, that the statemenis as to the decrease are well
founded. That decrease is, we think, only in what may be called the * Inshore” fisheries
—that is, in the shallow waters round the coast ; but that the fish are as plentiful as
ever in the deep water.

It was proved that whenever a boat could reach these grounds a supply of fish was
to be obtained, but that the boats employed were too small to venture so far to sea,
save on some rare occasions, and the gear used was inadequate.

From whatever cause it arises, there is almost a consensus of opinion that the ¢ Inshore
Tisheries” have decreased, and that the fish are of late years keeping more in deep water
than formerly.

There isno way of testing this save by the employment of large fishing smacks in
localities where there are harbours suitable for such a class of fishing vessels.

It was alleged that the use of small-meshed seine nets round certain parts of this coast
destroyed a large quantity cf the fry of fish. It wasstated that cartloads might be seen
on the shore dead after a haul by one of these nets. In 1874 we made a Bye-Law pro-
hibiting their use along a certain part of the coast, but at the inquiries held lately it
was proved that this Bye-law was inoperative, as it was necessary under it to prove that
the net had been actually used. This was practically impossible, as the coastguard,
whose duty 1t was to enforce the Bye-law, were watched, and the net would not be used
in their presence. To remedy this defect we have submitted a Bye-law, which we
trust may receive the approval of your Excellency in Counecil, providing a penalty for
anyone having such a net in possession in the locality for the capture of fish.

INDUSTRIAL FISHING SCHOOL AT BALTIMORE, CO. CORK.

It is with much pleasure we refer to this project, which has been started under the
Industrial Schools Act, under the management of The Most Rev. Dr. Fitzgerald,
Roman Catholic Bishop of Ross; The Hon., W. Evans Freke, Sir Thomas Brady,
Mr. Joseph Carberry, J.P., and the energetic Parish Priest of Baltimore, The Rev.
Charles Davis, through whose exertions the prosperity of the fishing community of this
locality 1s mainly attributable, who have became Trustees and have had erected most
commodious buildings for the accommodation of seventy-five boys,

The Trustees say that “the Government have agreed to certify it under the Industrial Schools Act as soon
as the building is ready for the reception of the hoys, and that will ensure a capitation grant vl so much a year






