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An t-Aire Tascaigh.
A Chara—

I have the honour to submit a report on the Sea and Inland
IPisheries of An Saorstit for the years 1923-25, and on the Rural

Industries schemes in the Congested Districts for the years 1924-25.

The work of co-ordinating the duties and staffs of the various
bodies which were entrusted with the task of looking after the
fisheries and rural industries up to the date of the establishment
of this Department is the principal reason for the delay which
has occurred in preparing this Report. A further reason is
afforded by the necessity which existed for immediate legislation
to preserve our valuable inland fisheries which were being im-
perilled during the years immediately preceding the setting up of

the Department in 1923.

The Report for the year 1926 will be ready for publication

before the close of this year.

Is mise ie meas mor,
L. C. MORIARTY,

Runaidhe,



REPORT OF DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES,
1923-25.

In presenting this first report of the operations of the Depart-
ment of Fisheries it is desirable to review the history of the
growth of Government administration in relation to Irish fisheries.

FISHERY ADMINISTRATION.

In 1869, Inspectors of Irish Fisheries were first created to
deal specifically with the administration of the fishery laws
then in operation. Prior to that date the work of administering
these laws had been assigned to the Commissioners of Public
Works, in whose hands were held certain funds out of which
loans were advanced for fishery purposes. The construction of
fishery piers and harbours was carried out by these Commis-
sioners out of moneys voted for specific works. From 1829,
when the herring bounty was discontinued, up to 1891, no
provision of public money was made for the development or
encouragement of Irish Fisheries beyond the building of har-
hours. This was in accord with the policy which had been
adopted by the British Government early last century, when
it was an accepted principle that it was not a function of
government toc develop industries by direct State activity.

The first departure from this doctrine of laisser faire, so far
as the Irish fishing industry was concerned, was made in the
year 1891 when the Congested Districts Board for Ireland was
constituted. That Board was given an administrative area which
covered the greater portion of the western seaboard. It was
endowed with an annual income of £41,250, and its functions
included, amongst other activities, the aiding and development,
by indirect as well as direct means, all suitable industries in
its area, including fishing. The Board received from the Com-
missioners of Public Works about £84,000 in cash and securities
in respect of the fishery loan funds applicable to the Congested
Districts which had up to 1891 been administered by the Com-
missioners. .

The second event which marked the changed attitude of
the Government towards fishery development in this country
occurred in 1899, when the Department of Agriculture and Tech-
nical Instruction was constituted. The Act which set up that
Department provided that a ﬁqu sum of £10,000 should be
devoted out of the Department’s income to the development of
Irish Sea Fisheries. In addition, the balance of the Fishery
Loan Funds, amounting to £20,000, was vested in the D.A.T.I.
for fishery loans ; and there was also available from the surplus
of agricultural grants, varying sums each year which were
employed to supplement Lhe annual grant of £10,000.

The administration of the laws governing the fishing in-
dustry for the whole country was by the same Act transferred
to the Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction,
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which fook over the powers and duties of the Inspectors of
Irish Fisheries, and the Irish Fisheries Office after an existence
of 30 years thereupon ceased as a separate Department.

In January, 1923, upon the establishment of the Department
of Fisheries, the functions of the Department of Agriculture and
Technical Instruction and of the Congested Districts Board, so
far as these functions related to Fisheries in Saorstit Sireann,
were transferred from these bodies to this Department, and the
transfer was formally enacted subsequently by the Ministers
and Secretaries Act, 1924, when a Department of FFisheries was
called into being.

CONDITION IN 1923,
I. SEA FISHERIES.

The European War, by taking from the fishing industry the
Scotch and English steam trawlers and drifters, afforded a great
opportunity to Irish fishermen, who were the principal suppliers
of fish in the English markets during 1916-1919. Many of the
owners of large motor drifters at the outbreak of that war were
able to take full advantage of the markets when fish was at
almost famine prices, and those who were without boats got
loans to purchase them at prices correspondingly high and far
beyond their value in norma! conditions. When the Scotch and
English fleets were demobilised from naval duties and resumed
fishing in 1920, the Irish boats began to feel the stress of com-
petition. The prices for our fresh fish in the lKnglish markets
fell to the pre-war level, as the foreien hin-h-powered vessels
came in with huge catches of prirneoﬁsh ?rum the deep sea
grounds which had lain fallow for over five years. The post-war
economic disturbances in Central RKurope and Russia put the
herring fishery practically out of action. In 1922-3 the Scottish
herring drifter owners went heavily into debt. The high cost
of coal and the poor markets in England due to industrial de-
pression in that country caused more than one-half of the steam
trawling fleet of Bngland to he laid up in 1924.

Conditions in Ireland were naturally still worse, for in
addition to bad markets, political disturbances, disorganised
traffic and a scarcity of fish during 1921 and 1922, wiped out
the savings of the fishermen accumulated during the prosperous
years of 1915-1919, and left them with worn-out nets and boats
badly in need of overhaul. While the market price for fish had
fallen to a figure even lower than 1914 levels, the cost of cotton,
nets, ropes and the other requisites of the fisherman’s calling
remained at a figure over 100 per cent. above the 1914 costs.
Many of the boats had been purchased at extravagant prices, and
the heavy instalments on the loans falling due for payment
could not be met. In Aprii, 1923, out of a total sum of £151,887
outstanding on loans which had been advanced hy the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and hv the Congested Distric'ts Board, the
amount in arrear was £49 376, or nearly one-third of the total
outstanding.
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The result of these accumulated adverse circumstances upon
the morale of the bulk of the fishermen—especially those in the
Jongested Districts who had small holdings—was to produce a
feeling of discouragement which caused them to neglect their
boats. Valuable motor engines became useless through rust
and neglect, and in many cases the deterioration of the boats
and engines through this neglect put the boats beyond repair.

This brief survey of the conditions existing in January, 1923,
will make it fairly clear that the task of resuscitating and
vitalising our sea fisheries was a heavy one.

IT. INLAND FISHERIES.

Our fresh-water fisheries were not in much better condition.
The various local Fishery Boards were hampered in their work
during the political struggles of 1919-1920, while the civil strife
in 1922-23 and the absence of an effective policing of the rivers
and spawning streams had a very serious effect. Poaching on
the fishing rights of owners of rivers, and the killing of breeding
fish in the close season were common occupations in the more
remote areas where the civii conflict was heaviest. The Boards
of Conservators suffered in revenue, as licence duties were not
paid in many districts, and as a consequence these Boards were
unable to employ adequate staffs of walter-bailiffs to secure
observance of the fishery laws. The Garda Siochana was in
process of formation, and the excellent services which that
force has been rendering in protecling our rivers since 1923
were not then available in the remoter districts where illegal
operations were openly being carried on. The disturbed state
of those districts in the South and West, which contain our
best angling grounds, deterred anglers from following their
usual holiday sport, with consequent loss to the fishery owners.
Many of these owners wers, in consequence, unable to pay
watchers to protect their rights even in cases where they con-
sidered that such protection would be effective.

In addition to these serious causes which, if allowed to
continue for a few years longer, would have speedily destroyed
our valuable salmon and trout fisheries, several defects in the
laws regulating the fresh-water fisheries existed, the removal of
which was a necessary preliminary to the work of developing

that industry to its fullest capacity.

FisH-CATCHING POWER.

A stock-taking of the fishing fleet in April, 1923, showed
(hat the following was the fish-catching power of the Saorstat: —

Trawling Steam Vessels, 11 employing 98 men
Lining, Steam Vessels, 3 - g9
Drift nets, (Mot.m' Vessels, 209 o 1081 .,
Seine nets l Sailing Vessels, 1199 . 5551
& Ring nets \ Yawls & canoes, 1870 i 5480 .,
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HERRING NET SPREAD.

Herring Drift Nets mounted in a * train > vary in length
from 3,000 yards in steam vessels to 2,250 yards in large motor
boats, to 1,500 yards in saiiing luggers and down to 250 yards
in canoes. Assuming that all these vessels had heen in working
order in 1923, and were fishing with their maximum capacity
of net spread, the herring catching power expressed in square
yards of net would be approximately 32,263,548 square yards.

MACKEREL NET SPREAD.

Most of our motor boats and sailing drifters are equipped
with “ trains * of mackerel nets as well as herring nets.  The
mackerel * frain’ varies in length according to the size of the boat
from 4,000 yards to 275 yards in length, while the depth varies
according to locality from 10 to 7 yards.

MAN POWER.

The number of whole-time fishermen in the Saorstit is very
small as compared with other countries having a large seaboard.
Of the 11,237 men returned in the statistics collected by the
Department as engaged in fishing in 1923, it is safe to say 'Ehat
not more than 2,415 are solely dependent on the industry. The
fishermen of Clogher Head, Balbriggan, Howth, Arklow, Bal-
linagoul, Dingle, the Claddagh (Galway), Aran Islands and
Downings (Co. Donegal), with a few scattered crews in other
districts, constitute our whole-time fishermen, The remainder
of our fishing man power consists of part-time fishermen who
follow the industry at seasons only, and work on the land when
no fishing is available in their locality.

F1sHERY HARBOURS.

The number of first-class harbours having railway Sq?rwce_),
deep water landing facilities and safe shelter is small, being 12
only. There are 35 harbours which may bhe rated as second
class. These are harbours having railway connections w_lth_
shallow berthage at low water or deep water harbours hRV}H{-_’s
no railway connection. In addition to these harbours the1;e d.rt?
upwards of 300 small harbours with piers or landing I)Iayces
scattered along the seahoard at which the fish caught 11 small
boats is landed.

Ice FACTORIES, GRAVING DOCKS AND REPATRING SLIPS.

There are 5 ice-making plants in the Saorstdt which supply
ice required for fish transit ; for the repair of large steam vessels
there are 8 graving docks upwards of 150 feet long and 4 Patent
Slips capable of taking vessels over 100 feet, and a number of
small gridirons and slips on which repair work is done on smaller
vessels.

a
Fi1sH MARKETS.

There is but one fish market for the entire Saorstat. This
market, which is situated in Dublin, is not convenient either to
railways or shipping, and consequently the expense of extra
haulage and handling has to be met by the fishermen consigning
their catches to this market.

The foregoing brief survey and stocktaking of the fishing
industry in the Saorstit in 1923 will indicate the very backward
state of our fisheries when contrasted with those of other mari-
time countries. With a seaboard of approximately 1,000 miles,
and situated in the Atlantic Ocean near good fishing grounds,
the possibilities of development of this industry deserve much
more study and attention from the investing public.

FISHING ACTIVITY.

STEAM TRAWLING.

10 steam trawlers made 372 landings at Dublin port during
the year ended 3ist Decemiber, 1923. The quantity of fish
caught by these vessels was 47,535 ecwts., which was disposed of
in Dublin market. The value of these catches amounted to
£93,910. The trawlers fished principally in the Irish Sea and
off the South Coast. No landings were made from steam trawlers
at any other port in the Saorstat.

In the year 1924 the number of steam trawlers landing their
catches at Dublin was 9. The number of landings was 318 and
the quantity caught was 34,998 cwts., which realised £63,203.
Labour disputes were chiefly responsible for the shortage in
cateh as compared with 1923,

In the year 1925 steam {rawlers made 227 landings, of an
aggregate weight of 25,839 cwts., which were sold in the Dublin
market for £46,454. The activities of the fleet at the beginning
of this year were affected by industrial disputes also.

Drirr NET FisHING.

The bulk of the fish landed in the Saorstat is caught in drift
nets. These nets are “ shot ™ so that they drift with the tide
and thus enmesh the shoals which swim against the tide near
the surface. The principal surface fishes—known as pelagic
fishes—which shoal in our waters are the herring and mackerel.
The precise conditions which determine the presence of mackerel
and herring in the inshere waters of our coast are not yet de-
finitely ascertained. The temperature and salinity of the water
and the presence of the plankion on which the herring feeds are
known to be factors governing the occurrence of herrings. Again
the herring and the mackerel come very close in-shore at certain
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periods of the year. As the fish approaches the spawning stage
it reaches a prime condition, being fat and “ full.”” It is thus
much more valuable as a food than when spawning has taken
place, heing then known as “ spent.””

Herrings are present in our waters, more or less constantly,
all the year round. Mackerel visit our shores at certain periods
of the year only which roughly coincide with the Spring and
Autumn.

HERRING FisuinNg, 1923.

Howth.—Fishing began on the 19th June and continued up to
the 22nd September. The total catch was 10,806 crans, which
realised £10,966. The quality was fair. About 3,000 crans were
cured for foreign markets, lhe remainder being sold fresh In
Dublin markets and through the country. The number of hoats
engaged in this fishing was 52,—22 were steamers of which
20 were foreign. 30 motor boats also participated.

The number of fishermen engaged was 420.

Arklow.—The Summer herring fishing lasted from July to
October and was small in result as only a few hoats were ell-
gaged. 375 cwtis. were landed, the value being £312. The winter
herring fishing by local boats resulted in a catch of 1,638 cwis.
valued at £719. The bulk of the Arklow fleet fishes with lines
for cod in the winter.

Dunmore East.—The Summer fishing opened in May and
continued up to the end of June. The catch amounted to 4,634
cwts. which realised £2,185. Arklow, Howth and West Cork
motor boats took part in this fishing. The Winter fishing besgan
in November and continued up to April, 1924, There were 2,609
cwts. of herrings landed, valued at £1,775. Most of these
herrings were kippered.

Kinsale—The Summer fishing lasted from May to October
but the catches were light, amounting to 3,864 cwts., valued at
£1,355. The bulk of the catch was consigned to market fresh,
only 200 barrels being cured. The Winter fishing yielded 3,710
cwts.  The quality was good and, markets on the Continent
having improved, higher prices were realised by the fishermer,
the total amount realised heing £2,549.

Baltimmore . --Fishing for herrings was not regularly fol[nwetl
af this port in 1923, A small quantily was landed, having been
taken in the mackerel nets.

Galway.—A small Summer fishing resulted in a catch of
£625 value. _

Killybegs.—The fishing opened in January and continued to
March. Only a few hoats were engaged and the catch amounted
to 1,712 ewts. which realised £865. The Summer fishing ran
from May to September and the yield was 651 cwts. only, valued
at L£4TR.

Kincassiagh.—The cateh for the Autumn herring fishing am-
ounted to 3,066 cwts. These realised the very poor price of £8TT
owing to absence of competition.

1

Downings—There was no fishing done in the Summer
season (May-June) owing to lack of markets and disturbed con-
ditions. A few hoats were fitted out for the Autumn season
(September-October), and landed 1,628 cwts. which fetched the
very low price of £512. The Winter season was, as a result, not
extensively followed, only a few small boats being engaged.
The catch was 501 cwts. valued at £228. Most of the catches
at this port were disposed of fresh, little curing being done.

Buncrana —Owing to prevailing conditions in early 1923 the
Summer season was practically neglected at this port, only 74
cwts. valued at £51 being landed. The improved conditions
towards the close of the year are reflected in the better fishing
results in the Winter season when 4,666 cwis. were landed.
These realised £2,172. The season lasted from December, 1923
to end of March, 1924.

HeERRING FISHING, 1924.

Improving markets and more settled conditions of trade in
1924 were reflected in the improved landings and realised values.
The landings were, however, much less than normal owing to
the very severe weather which prevailed. Successions of gales
and rough seas prevented the fleets from pursuing the herrings
steadily.

Howth.—The Summer herring fishing was in operation from
June to September (inclusive). 85 boats were engaged, of which
45 were steam driven and 40 motor driven. Only two Irish
steamers were engaged, the remainder being English and Scotch.
The number of fishermen employed was 700, and 140 shore-
hands were working at curing, carting and soforth. The catch
amounted to 11,690 crans valued at £22 853. Nearly 6,000 crans
were cured and sold in U.S.A. and Germany. 600 crans ap-
proximately were kippered and the remainder was sold fresh.
A considerable export trade in fresh herrings to English markets
was done. The quality of the herring was remarkably fine and
there was a keen demand for the cured fish. Owing to the
granting of loans by the Department, the local boats were well
equipped with good nets of suitable mesh. Some of the Scotch
boats had to abandon the fishing because their nets were not of
large enough mesh to catch the herring.

Dunmore East.—The Summer season opened a month earlier
than usual, 20 motor boats and 4 steam drifters being at work
on 4th April. The shoals were located between 25 and 30 miles
off the Hook in a direction W. } S. The value of the catch for
the season was £5,947, the total quantity landed being 4,734
crans. The quality of the herring was excellent, and the average
price obtained was £1 bs. 1d. a cran. Three Kkippering houses
were fully occupied. Out of the total cateh, 3,534 crans were
sent fresh to English markets and 1,200 crans were Kippered.

Corl and Kerry.—No deep sea herring fishing by large motor
or steam vessels was done in the South-West during 1924. The
local motor vessels, being almost entirely equipped for mackerel
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fishing, did not take part in the herring fishing which was con-
fined to yawls and row-boats. The fishing was, therefore, mostly
inshore. The results were on the whole satisfactory. Satisfac-
tory landings from 40 yawls were made during the season at
Kinsale and good prices were obtained. No curing was done
except at Baltimore where only 100 barrels were turned out. In
Bantry Bay the herrings were scarce and the result of the fishing
by the 12 local boats was disappointing. In Ballinskelligs Bay
good takes of herrings were made during the Autumn. These
were disposed of fresh, via Cahirciveen. In the Dingle Peninsula
some good herrings were landed at Ventry and sold fresh.
Donegal —With the exception of Kincasslagh, the herring
ports of Donegal did badly during 1924. The large sailing and
motor drifters were badly equipped with gear ; curers were ll_ﬂt
reassuring as to their ability to handle large catches at satis-
factory prices owing to the still unsettled condition of trade with
the Continent. The result was that in the Summer, when the
prime Matje herrings are to be got, the deep sea fishermen pre-
ferred to concentrate on the salmon drift net fishing. In the
Autumn the herrings come close inshore where the big boats
cannot work, and, consequently, only yawls were employed dur-
ing August-September. These yawls were fitted with ring nets
which surround the densely packed shoals as they make for the
creeks.
At Kincasslagh 30 yawls landed 2,990 crans valued at
£4762. These were cured for Continental markets. ;
At Killybegs, Teelin, Downings and Burtonpor! the fishing
results were very poor.
Co. Mayo.—Prime herrings were landed at Clare Island and
Achill during August-September, 1924 by the yawls and small
boats. These were cured mostly for local markets. The Depart-
ment sent an instructor in herring curing to Achill to teﬂull.ﬂm
local curers how to put up the herrings in the manuner required
by foreign markets.

HERRING FISIING, 1925.

Co. Donegal.—The Winter fishing usually opens in Donegal
in the first week of the year. For the first year since 1914 the
Scottish steam drifters came to Buncrana in considerable numbers
in January, 1925, and the three local steam drifters and some
of the motor boats from Downings Bay and Gweedore took part
in the fishing. The bulk of the fish landed a{ Buncrana Was
sent fresh to English markets. Prices were well maintained on
the whole. The total landings for the season by 48 steam
drifters was 8,282 crans valued at £10,874. o

At Downings Bay, Kincasslagh and Burtonport very little
was done at the Winter herring fishing. Most of the motor lmqts
were laid up owing to lack of gear and engine repairs, while
some of the sailing boats which had gear were unable to go to
the fishing grounds on account of bad weather. ,

The Summer herring fishing in Donegal hegins usually 11
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May and lasts for 8 or 10 weeks. This is the best season for
the local boats and prices were excellent, ranging from 38/- a
cran for inferior quality to 90/- a cran for Matjes. Many Scottish
hoats fished during the season into Donegal ports, and several
Scottish curers were operating there. It is to be regretted that
many of the local erews prefer to fish in yawls for salmon with
drift nets during the Summer herring fishing, rather than con-
centrate upon the herrings. The Donegal Summer herring com-
mands the highest price for cured herring in IBurope. Downings
Bay Matje herrings were sold in the German markets in 1925
at 128/- per barrel, while Scottish Matjes of the same season were
fetching 60/- less per barrel. ‘

Practically no herrings were landed at Killybegs or Burton-
port during the season. The landings at Kincasslagh were small,
as the small boat-owners wenl salmon fishing and the large
hoats were laid up through lack of gear.

The Autumn herring fishing in Donegal was also very dis-
appointing.  The herrings were on the coast in satisfactory
shoals, bul, owing to dogfish, the netmen having had their nets
torn by these pests, decided to discontinue fishing. The season
was in consequence a very poor one indeed for the fishermen.

Dunmore Summer Fishing.—This fishing opened in May
when there were 2 curers on the ground. The Arklow, Howth
and Baltimore motor drifters made up the Irish fleet to 21 boats.
There were 36 steam drifters and 11 motors owned outside the
Saorstat also engaged. The fishing was carried on with success
up to 19th June. The herring shoals when first located were
20 to 30 miles West of Dunmore, in the neighbourhood of Mine
Head, and moving eastward. The motor boats found the long
run expensive and on some nights when the weather was rough
they were unable to make the ground. This disability was
removed when the shoals advanced within closer range of Dun-
more.

The Department endeavoured to induce curers and motor-
hoat owners to work at Helvick Head, where a fine harbour and
curing grounds exist. Helvick Head is close to Mine Head, and
had the motor boats fished from that harbour their catches would
have been heavier and their expenses lighter. The absence of a
guiding light at I-Ic_alvick and lack of other facilities decided the
fishermen to remain at Dunmore.

The landings for the season amounted to 7,185 crans valued
at £7,802. Of this catch 1,000 erans were sent fresh to Irish and
foreign markets and 3,000 barrels were exporfed to Germany
where they found a satisfactory market owing to the excellent
aquality of the herring.

Arklow Summer Herring.—The shoals of herring which
approach the South coast in the Spring and which move east-
ward on their way north through the Irish Sea to the Scottish
lochs come within striking distance of Arklow early in July.
The Arklow and Howth boats return from the Dunmore fishing
in time to join the Howth fishing, which usually opens early
in July. This year a trial was made by these boats of a fishing
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in July into Arklow, with very encouraging results. The season
is a short one as the shoals move out of range with fair speed.
Between Hth June and 3ist July 1,031 mease of herrings were
landed at Arklow by 25 boats. The value of the catch is esli-
mated at £1,433. The bulk of the catch was cured for export by
three Irish curers whose enterprise in organising this fishing was
rewarded by satisfactory results on their sales on the Continent.

Howth Swmmer Herring.—This fishing was one of the most
successful experienced at the port since its revival nearly 20
vears ago as an important herring centre. The fine quality of the
1924 herrings had attracted the interest of several large Scotlish
curers who induced a large fleet of Scottish and English steam
drifters to come to Howth in July. The demand for curing sites
on the two piers was so great that all the available space on
the harbour was occupied. The Commissioners of Public Works
made several improvements for the accommodation of curers and
fishermen, including considerable dredging of the harbour and
bar. -
The season opened in the third week of June and continu.e(l
up to the second week of September. The fleet engaged In-
cluded 50 Irish steam, motor and sail vessels, and 756 English and
Scottish vessels. The total landings for the season were 17,459
crans valued at £44,177. Of this quantity 6,621 crans were sold
fresh, the bulk being shipped to outside markefs. 10,643 crans
were cured and 195 crans were Kippered.  American buyers
attended at Howth during the season and sales of the pI-ime_ﬁSh
were freely effected by the curers at very satisfactory Prices.
Owing to the very high quality of the catch, sales to buyers for
the Continent were carried through readily at 1'enmnel’atl\fe
figures. The Department affixed, for the first time, the Saorstat
“ Harp »’ brand to herrings at Howth this season, 1,648 barrels
being branded for the German market.

There were 9 coopers and 115 gutters from Ireland and 10
coopers and 24 gutters from other countries employed.

The prices realised by the fishermen for their catches Were
high all through, though the total landings per boat were
not as high as in 1924. The shoals were 30 to 35 miles off, and
the running expenses of the motor boats were consequently high.
so that some boats with light catches hardly paid their running
bills. The Irish boats fished steadily into Howth, but many of
the outside boats made landings in Holyhead, Isle of Man and
Ardglass.

South-West Coast.—Herring fishing west of Kinsale had
never been pursued by the fishermen in a commercial way. The
boats were always fitted out with mackerel gear, and mackerel
was hitherto the only outlook of the drift net men. The high
freight charges and poor market prices obtained in England for
our fresh mackerel had, however, produced depressing results
in 1924, and the more energetic fishermen in the Baltimore area
who had, or were able to buy, herring nets determined to try
for herrings. A Milford Haven kippering firm established an
agent at Baltimore early in the season to purchase herrings fresh,
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which were sent in ice in its own steamships to Milford for
kippering. The relatively poor prices paid for mackerel served
as an inducement to the fishermen to try for herrings, and by
degrees the herring fleet was extended. The season lasted
from early in May till the end of June. 666 Crans were landed
by 10 boats. Prices varied from 6/- a cran up to 51/- paid by
the Milford Haven shipper. There was no curing carried on.
The Department had arrangements made to send a curing in-
structor to Baltimore when the advent of the Milford Haven mer-
chant made this step unnecessary.

Galway Bay.—The Galway and Aran boats had a good
season during September-October. The quality of the herring
was below average, however, and hardly fit for curing. The
catches were disposed of to Galway buyers for sale fresh. There
is a good opening for an energetic curer in this area who can
attract outside boats in sufficient numbers to make curing worth
while.

Clew Bay.—The Department sent to Achill a herring curer
from Donegal to instruct the local curers in the proper method
of putting up the splendid herrings caught in this district in
Autumn. The fishing was disappointing in result, however.
The fishermen of Achill prefer to use the curragh, though the
Department offered to provide them with Greencastle yawls by
means of loans. The curragh is, no doubt, more easily handled
on this coast, where no safe anchorage exists except at Achilbeg,
and the heavy yawls have to be hauled up at much labour. In
Clare Island, where excellent herrings are also landed, the
fishermen have now procured two small 35 feet motor boats,
and the Department is arranging to provide a hauling-up slip
with skids to enable these boats to be kept in safety on the
island.

MACKEREL FIsimiNG, 1923.

The prospects of the mackerel fishing on the South coast
in the Spring of 1923 “were most discouraging owing to the con-
ditions existing in Cork and Kerry. The Spring caught mackerel
is principally sent fresh -in ice to markets at home and across
Channel. Rapid transit is, therefore, essential. In April, 1923,
there was no railway connection serving the ports of Kinsale,
Baltimore, Valentia and Dingle, which are the main centres at
which this fishing was carried on. The Arklow and Howth
fleet were faced with the possibility of being laid up for 2 or 3
months, and the Cork and Kerry boats were in the same position.
The situation was very critical for the industry, for the Arklow
and Howth professional fishermen had exhausted their resources
and their credit, and many of them were unable to fit out their
hoats with food and fuel for the voyage to the South. Most of
the boatowners were heavily in arrear with their loans owing
to the causes already menlioned, and it was clear that the State
should—even in its own interest—give special assistance to the
fishermen.






