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To

His ExceLLeNcY JoHN CAMPBELL, EARL oF ABERDEEN, Lord Lieutenant-

General and General Governor of Ireland.

May 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

I am directed by the Vice-President to submit to Your
Excellency Part I. of the Report on the Sea and Inland Fisheries
of Ireland for the year 1905.

I have the honour to remain,
Your Excellency’s faithful Servant,

1. P, GILY;
Secretary.

DEPARTMENT 0F AGRICULTURE
AND TrcENICAL INSTRUCTION FOR IRELAND,
UppEr MERRION-STREET,

DusLix, 25tk September, 1906.
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DuBLiNn CASTLE,

27th September, 1906.

SIR,

I have to acknowledge the veceipt of your letter of the 25th
instant, forwarding, for submission to His Excellency the Lord
Lieutenant, a copy of Part L. of the Report on the Sea and Inland
Fisheries of Ireland for the year 1905

I am,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

" J. B. DOUGHERTY.

THE SECRETARY,
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

AND TEcHNICAL INSTRUCTION FOR IRELAND.

SEA AND INLAND FISHERIES OF IRELAND,
1905.

REPORT

TO THE

SECRETARY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AND TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION FOR [RELAND.

SIR,
We have the honour to submit Part 1. of the Report for
the year 1905 on the Sea and Inland Fishervies of lreland.

PART I— GENERAL REPORT.
GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

The year 1905 was a very good one from a fisherman’s point of
view, the amount of sea fish landed showing a substantial increase
over that of the previous year, which was itself above the average
Omitting shell-fish, nearly one million hundredweightswere talcon.
and, if we include shell-fish, the total money received by the
fishermen amounted to £414,304.

The vessels employed in the fisheries show a tendency to
decrease in number, but to increase in size. The change hasnot,
however, effected any material alteration in the number ofpersons,
employed this year.

With regard to herrings and mackerel, which are the two most
important of the sea fisheries, we find that for the whole year the
quantity of herrings landed was about 25 per cent. greater than
i? 1904, and that in the mackerel capture a slight increase took
place.

During _the spring mackerel season prices were low, and there
was a falling off in the catch, as a result partly of the cessation
of fishing at many places when prices fell below what the fisher-
men considered to be remunerative. Spring fish ave mostly sold
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fresh, but at the end of the season when they become cheap, they
are cured for the American market; and 12,672 barrvels were
treated in this way in the season under review. Theautumn fish
are nearly all cured, and in 1905 there were about 68,695 barrels
prepared for export, On the entire year an inerease of over
13,500 barrels took place. Complaints of want of cave in the
process of curing mackerel have not been so numerous as hitherto,
but there is still room for improvement. It is to be borne in
mind that the greatest attention should be bestowed on the
treatment of mackerel, that aceuracy should be maintained in
regard to the number of fish which each barrel is marked as
containing, and that the barrels should be sound and well
coopered.

For many years the Norwegians have been in the habit of
catching and curing mackerel for the American market. The
best class of Norwegian mackerel are caught in small quantities
on lines, and are cured when very fresh, the result being that the
cured article is of a very high quality, and presents an appear-
ance that is unobtainable in net caught fish (which are not split
immediately after death). It fetches a considerably higher price
than the Irish fish. The net caught fish of Norway is not,
however, of higher quality than the net caught fish of this
country,

Norwegian vessels visited Ireland this year for the purpose of
buying from the local fishermen both mackerel and herring which
they cured on the spot for the American and Continental markets,
They treated the fish in the same way as that adopted by the
more careful of the Irish curers. Their presence has had the
effect of keeping up the prices, a result which would seem to
indicate that the fishermen were not responsible for complaints
which were made about the presence of these foreigners on the
coast.

In the summer herring fishing there was a decline, but the
prices in the more important stations were very good. At
Kinsale, however, the season proved to be unremunerative
owing to low prices — the average value there dropping
from about 10s. to about 3s. 6d. a ewt. On the Donegal coast
there was a great falling off in capture, but owing to the good
quality of the fish the actual money realized by the fishermen
was greater than for the larger amount taken in the previous
Season.

The winter herring fishing resulted in an increase of over
60 per cent. in the amount landed, and of 75 per cent. in the
money realized. It takes place principally off the Donegal coast,
Ite development there during the last few years has been
very pronounced.

The Donegal fish, both in summer and winter, are of remark-
ably fine quality and fetch higher prices in the Continental and
American markets than herrings from anywhere else in the
world. In June of 1903, as much as 87s. a cran was paid t0 the

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION FOR
IRELAND.

Diagram illustrating the floctoations in the Irish Mackerel and Herring

Fisheries during the Years 1890-1905.
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fishermen, and the appreciation of the Downing’s Bay fish in
Germany and Russia will probably tend to maintain prices at a
high level. Hitherto the best Castlebay herrings commanded
top prices, but both in Russia and Stettin some of the Downing’s
Bay herrings sold at rates 100 and 50 per cent, respectively
greater than the highest grade of Seotch fish.

In view of the feeling that exists in certain quarters in favour
of instituting a Government brand for Irish cured herrings and
mackerel similar to that in use for Scotch herrings, it may be well
to indicate some of the difficulties that arise in connection there-
with. In Scotland about one barrel of herrings in every five is
presented for the brand, and this proportion tends to decrease.
After prolonged experience the curers do not consider it worth
while to have the highest grades branded, and the Irish cured
herrings are of a higher grade than the best Scoteh. Trish cured
mackerel is sold entirely in America, where the buyers have
expressed themselves as attaching no importance to a Govern-
ment brand. They prefer to rely on their own judgment. It
will thus be seen that probably only a very small amount of
fish would be presented for a brand in Ireland, and the expense
of maintaining a staff’ for the purpose of inspection, &e., would
be so great, owing to the multiplicity of small curing centres,
that the charge per barrel for the brand would have to be very
many times greater than the charge in Scotland, and would
possibly be prohibitive.

The salmon fisheries, speaking generally, showed no marked
change from the previous two years. The dry Summer was un-
favourable to angling. The great feature of the net fishing was
the further development off the north-west coasts of the system
of drift netting at sea in Summer. It is interesting to learn that
this fishing, coupled with the successful Winter herring fishing,
has had the direct effect of stopping emigration from thie Rosses
distriet in county Donegal.

The output of salmon fry from the hatcheries exceeded that
of any previous season by over one million,

The question of providing auxiliary motive power in sailing
boats is of such general importance that we think it richt to
quote the “Report on the Experiment conducted on board the
Fishing Boat ‘ Pioneer’ during the summer and autumn of 1905 .”
which appeared as an Appendix to the Eighth Report of the
Congested Districts Board for Scotland for the year ended 3lst
March, 1906. The quotation will be found in Appendix No. 36

(fgl 1%;%0) to our present Report. Weare watehing the matter care-

= ’ . s .

The_Depzutment.s supervision of the fishing grounds around
the Inish Coast has miticated in : ked degre 1ssi
o gl g t b ed in a marked degree the commission

against the laws.  Illegal steam trawling in particular

EI]P;S not now take place to anything like the extent it formerly
id.
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The sand pump dredger “ Fag an Bealach” (“Clear the Way”)
built by the Department principally for the purpose of keeping
open the bar at Arklow, has worked very satisfactorily, the
Harbour there being now in a better condition than it ever has
been since the construction of the pier. The dredger will from
time to time be available for work elsewhere, on suitable terms.

The construction and maintenance of the vessel has made, and
will make, considerable inroads on the money available for the
purposes of sea fisheries ; but it is considered that the expendi-
ture is justified by the existence around Ireland of various ports
where the necessity for her services will arise.

Details of the Department’s work in connection with construc-
tion and improvement of piers and harbours will be found at pages
xxiv.—xxvi. of this Report. "The legal difficulty in connection with
the Department’s desire to co-operate with County Councils in the
erection of new works still exists. The standing charges, however,
on the annual sum of £10,000 which is specially set apart for the
purposes of sea fisheries are such as will prevent a continuance
of the finaneial aid offered by the Department towards the eon-
struction of Marine Works on the scale adopted up to the
present.

An important judgment was delivered on the 26th February,
1906, in the Court of Appeal in the case of “The King (Johnston)
v. The Conservators of the Coleraine Fishery District,” on the
question of the right of prosecutor to have a licence for a draft
net for eels issued to him on payment of the amount of the
licence duty. The form of the licence had been immediately
previously prescribed by the Department in accordance with
the provisions of the Act 11 & 12 Vie, c. 92, sec. 28, but
the Conservators refused to issue such a licence to the prosecutor.
The latter applied to the King’s Bench for a mandamus to compel
them to do so. A majority of the Court, however, decided in
favour of the Conservators. On an appeal the decision of the
King’s Bench was unanimously veversed. Copies of the
judgments delivered in the Appeal Court will be found in
Appendix No. 37, page 248.

The King’s Bench Division of the High Court of Justice
gave a decision on the 9th May, 1905, in the case “R.
(Quinn) v. The Justices of the County Tyrone ”—to the effect
that the orders made by Magistrates at Petty Sessions under
Section 19 of the Act 82nd and 33rd Vie, c. 92, should contain
the name of the person who is entitled to one-third of the fine
imposed for a breach of the fishery laws—and that it is not
sufficient that the order should direct that the one-third be pay-
able “ to the informant.” ' :

Owing to the unsatisfactory condition of the Galway Bay
Oyster Fisheries for some time past, we held public enquiries
in February, 1905, into the operation and effect of the then
existing By-Laws. The evidence led to the conclusion that the
Public or Natural Beds had been overdredged, and that some
steps should be taken to prevent their depletion and improve

X

their condition. As a result, By-laws were made, most of which
are mainly intended to prevent the taking of undersized oysters
and to protect the Beds during the Close time. One of the By-
Laws, however, enables us to attempt, with some chance of
success, the improvement of the Galway Bay Public Beds. Itis
intended to re-stock certain selected areas. The By-Law provides
the means of protecting these areas during such closure. The
substance of the By-Laws (which are dated 21st and 22nd June,
1905, respectively), will be found in Appendix No. 19, page 76.

Enquiries were held during the year into three applications
for oyster, mussel, or periwinkle beds. In one case, which was
in respeet of an oyster bed, the licence was refused. In onea
licence to plant oysters, mussels and periwinkles, and in another
a licence to plant mussels were granted.

Steam trawling had been prohibited since the year 1890, in a
certain area off parts of the coasts of the Counties Antrim,
Londonderry, and Donegal. This area was found insufficient to
protect the gear of the line fishermen, and accordingly, after a
Public Enquiry held at Portrush on the 9th October, 1905, we
made a Bye-Law prohibiting steam trawling within an area off
that part of the Coasts of the Counties of Antrim, Londonderry
and Donegal, comprised within the space bounded to seaward
by an imaginary line drawn from Bengore Head in the County
of Antrim in a westerly direction to Dunagree Point in the

"County of Donegal, and bounded land-ward by the shores of the

respective counties, and an imaginary line drawn across the
mouth of Lough Foyle from Magillican Point to Greencastle
Pier.

It was found necessary to determine two licences for oyster beds
in the neighbourhood of Sligo, as the beds had been destroyed
owing, it is alleged, to the continued dredging which ‘the
improvement of the navigation of the place rendered necessary.

A licence for an oyster bed in Kenmare Bay was also deter-
mined.

Representations were made that fishing for herrinoes
the coast of the County of Cork, so em-lybin the seagoilbg,rsn?stst?lfi
custom at present, is injurious to the mackerel fisheries, We held
an Inquiry into the matter at Kinsale on the 3rd of October 1905
Further Inquiries were held at Queenstown and Ballycott:on on
the 5th and Tth May, 1906. Having considered all the circum-
stances of the case, and the evidence given at the public inquiries
we were not prepared to submit any By-law on the subject for
the approval of the Lord Lieutenant.

Great assistance in the enforcement of the fishery laws
in the collection of statistics, and in the investigation of'
numerous matters of detail arising out of our adminis?ra,tion of
the loan fund, was rendered by the Inspector-General, Officers
and men of the Royal Irish Constabulary, and also by the Officers,
Warrant Officers, and men of the Coast Guard. The Fish—,
mongers’ Company of London have continued the important
assistance hlthe_rto rendered, and which has had a marked effect
in the suppression of salmon poaching in Ireland.



THE SEA FISHERIES.
Vessels, Men, and Boys.

There were 6,190 vessels actually engaged in the sea fisheries
in 1905, as compared with 6,221 in 1904, showing a decrease of 31.

This year’s figures are composed of 381 first, 3,059 second,
2,418 third class boats, 216 unclassed open row boats and canoes
of 18 feet and upwards in length, and 121 unclassed open row
boats of under 18 feet. The net falling off above-mentioned
results from an increase of 2 in the first eclass, 61 in second, _89
in unclassed open row boats, and a decrease of 183 in the third
class.

There were 23,778 men and 510 boys employed, being 123
men less and 48 boys more than in the previous year.

The distribution of boats and persons aceording to the various
classes of fishing followed, was as follows :(—

There were ten steam trawlers, 7 being from 20 to G5 tons
nett register and the others smaller boats. 425 sailing boats
followed trawling, 142 being from 10 to 65 tons and the
remainder were smaller boats.

There were about 1,500 men and 28 hoys engaged in trawling.

Fishing by long lines was carried on by about 5,550 men and
30 boys, in 25 first class, 900 second class, 523 third class, and
2 unclassed boats.

Over 700 persons were engaged gathering oysters off the
public beds.

About 3,500 persons were engaged at the lobster and crab
fisheries.

About 350 persons were engaged picking mussels, 300 picking
cockles, and 3,800 in gathering periwinkles.

Further details are given in the Appendices.

The number of boats engaged in the mackerel and herring
fisheries are referred to on pages xiii, xvi,, and pages xviii. and
XX

There were 40 first, 531 second, 379 third class, and 17 un-
classed, boats that did not fish during the year.

One first class boat from Arklow attended the Scoteh herring
fishery.

The classification of fishing boats will be found in Appendix
No. 34, p. 238.

By an Order in Council dated 4th April, 1906, new regulati?ns
as to the lights and signals of fishing vessels came into operation
on the 1st May, 1906.

We distributed copies of the regulations extensively. They
will be found in Appendix No. 35, page 238.

xi

Review of Statistics of Fish (excluding Salmon) Landed.

According to the returns received, the total quantity of sea
fish (other than shell fish) captured in 1905 was 998,206 cwts.,
valued at £360,577. In 1904 the eorresponding figures were
051,836 cwts. and £344,154. The former, therefore, show in-

creases of 46,370 ewts, and £16423 in money.

The following figures will show at a glance a comparison of
the tales on the different coasts during the two years :—

—_— ! Cwts. Value.

|
| £
North Coast, 1905, ) 186,421 | 74,796
" 1904, r 188,315 | 44,750
East Coast, 1905, N 188,612 102,856
g 1904, K 172,663 98,406
South Coast, 1905, N 315,355 82,267
., 1904, . 322,787 89,791
West Coast, 1905, . 307,818 100,658
o 1904, . 318,071 111,207

The average price per ewt. of the total catch in 1905 and in
1904 was about 7s. 23d.

Including shell-fish, the total value for 1905 was £414,364, and
for 1904, £393,630.

A comparison between this year and 1904 in respect to
quantitics, values, and average prices of the different kinds of
sea fish landed in Ireland will be found in Appendix No. 2, p- 4

Dublin Market Returns.

The a,mognt of fish, excluding herrings, mackerel, shellfish and
salmon, which passed through the Dublin market during 1905
was 4,596 tons, being a decrease of 424 tons as compared wit:h,
the previous ycar. This decrease is owing to a reduction in the
quantity taken by local steam-trawlers. The number of those
vessels which worked regularly out of Dublin was S during seven

months, and 7 during the rest of the year,—one vessel less
than in 1904.

They made 520 trips, and landed 2
the case, whiting was the fish taken in the largest iti

) ' sh te g uanuities,
viz.,, 16,478 boxes; cod and hake came next, in bbothqcaxe,e,sg ex-

_ceeding 7,000 boxes. Haddock, ray and conger were also taken
in considerable quantities, °

Of flat fish there weve 1,855 boxes of megrims
. _ : L, 3 '1ms or ox soles, 1,194
of dabs, 993 of plaice, 316 of black soles, J5()‘8 of turbot, and 122

877 tons of fish. Asis usually
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of brill; the landings of plaice being more than double those of
the previous year. Besides the local fleet, steam trawlers and
steam-liners owned elsewhere landed fish in Dublin on ten
occasions. This fish amounted to 65 tons, and consisted princi-
pally of hake, whiting and cod.

The supplies from Howth amounted to 402 tons, a slight in-
crease over the figures of the previous year. The fish was as
usual nearly all cod and whiting taken mostly in the first six
months of the year.

Three hundred and ten tons (a slicht increase) came from
Galway. They included over 800 boxes of plaice and whiting
respectively, haddock, cod and black sole being the next important
kinds. The supplies were best during the winter months,

The sailing vessels of Dublin Bay accounted for 269 tons,
principally ray and plaice. Whiting, haddock and conger were
also landed in considerable quantities, The total take was 23
tons better than that of the previous year. From the Dingle
fleet of sailing trawlers, 175 tons were received, which is also an
increase as compared with 1904. Plaice and black sole formed
the bulk of the catch which was mainly taken during the first
five months of the year. The Balbriggan trawlers sent 102 tons,
nearly all plaice and dabs, an increase of 14 tons. From the
end of August to end of December was their best period.

Three hundred and eight tons reached the market from various
other centres, principally whiting, cod and plaice. This quantity
is less than that of the previous year.

The imported fresh fish of the kinds mentioned above amounted
to 84 tons, as compared with 88 in 1904. It consisted almost
entirely of haddock, plaice and cod.

Besides this fish there passed through the market in 1905
about 2,678 barrels and 13,311 hoxes of Irish herrings, all fresh,
and 6,356 barrels and 2,048 hoxes of imported herrings, both
cured and fresh. The mackerel amounted to 9,500 boxes of
Irish fish and 23 boxes imported.

Salmon, trout, eels and shellfish were also dealt with in varying
quantities.

Spring Mackerel Fishery.

A tolerably good supply of fish and low prices were the chief
characteristics of the Spring Mackerel Fishery of 1905. The
total catch shows a falling off, resulting from the stoppage of
fishing at many places when prices fell below what the fishermen
considered to-be remunerative. The amount landed at Kinsale,
however, was about 400 tons more than in 1904, and prices there,
on the whole kept to a fair level ; while on the Galway coast the
“engaged ” prices were in favour of the fishermen.

The total landings at those stations from which spring mackerel
fishing was prosecuted amounted to 228,050 cwt., the money
value of which was £50,540.

K1i1

Owing to the bad prices paid in England for fresh mackerel,
an exceptionally large proportion of our fish was cured for the
American market—the number of barrels thus treated being
12,672, compared with 3,027 in 1904. A special feature of this
branch of the trade was the arrival of a Norwegian steamer at
Cleggan, Co. Galway, in the month of June, with twenty-five
expert women and other curers from Norway, who set to work
curing for the American market. The presence of this steamer
put the local prices up, and those fishermen who had not laid up
their boats profited by the unexpected market thus provided.

The chief causes of the low prices that prevailed for fresh
mackerel were the steady supply of fish of all sorts which
nowadays pours into the English markets, and especially the new
development of steam mackerel fishing from Milford Haven. Up
to the middle of June over 4,900 tons of mackerel had been
landed at that port, compared with 2,900 tons in 1904—the period
of operations being about the same in both years. Thus the
mackerel sent from Ireland had to meet the competition not only
of that coming from Cornwall, but of the catch by the Milford
steam drifters. Whether the success of these latter will be
sufficient to justify a continuance of the experiment, remains to
be seen.

The following are the numbers of Irish boats which landed
Spring Mackerel in large or small quantities in 1905 :—

1st Class . . . - % . . . 217
2nd ,, . " . - G ¥ 3 . 341
3rd ,, . " s 5 s . . . 794
Unregistered, . & = : s " 2
Unclassed, i

The following are the numbers of boats belo

o neing ¢
nationalities reported ag engaged :— ging to other

English, . R .

Socotch, ] i ) f i . . 24
Manx, I =
French, . . . ) : . " 103

. 80
Telegraphic information of the progress of the fishin

Jected and despatched through the Fisheries Branch of tl%e‘]gat;s :,1(*%‘
ment to allimportant centres twice each weelk during the Sea,lgon i

and the following notes are based on the informati
obtained. ormation thus

At Kinsale the fishing commenced with small quantis: i
the first ’WGEk of April, in favourable Wea,theg, a?;ltiliesidﬁrmg
«patehy,” but no considerable quantity was taken untileﬁi
month was well advanced, when the number of hoats em 1 g
reached eighty., The first two weeks of May were thc}) ]ogf et
suecessful period, 14,071 and 10,206 boxes being landed Tfe
average catch per boat, per night, was highest durine the first
week of May, when it reached 689 Loxes, with ﬁfty?one boats
working on four nights. This figure is greatly above that, of any
week in the previous three years. Towards the middle of the






