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REPORT

INSPECTORS OF IRISH FISHERIES

SEA AND INLAND FISHERIES OF IRELAND, TOR 1888.

TO HIS EXCELLENCY CHARLES STEWART, MARQUESS OF
LONDONDERRY, K.G.

&c., &ec., &c.
LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND.

May 1 PLEASE YoUur ExcrLiExcy,

We have the honour, in conformity with section 112 of the 5 and 6 Vic., cap. 106,
to submit our Report for the year 1888, being the twentieth since the Sea and Inland
Fisheries of Ireland have been placed under the superintendence of this Department.

Tue SrA FISHERIES.

The returns obtained from the Collectors of Customs and the Coast Guard show that
the number of Registered Vessels in Ireland during 1888, fishing for sale, amounted to
5,828, with crews consisting of 21,003 men, and 798 boys.

Of the above 1,502 vessels, 6,077 men and 338 boys, are shown as exclusively engaged
in fishing ; and 4,326 vessels, 14,926 men and 460 boys as partially so engaged.

1t would appear that there is a decrease of 87 vessels and 41 men, and an increase of
92 boys, since last year.

We have, however, to repeat the opinion expressed in former reports, that these
returns cannot be considered as accurate, as we are aware that numbers of boats are
engaged in fishing, particularly on the west coast, which are not registered.

The difficulty of getting boats registered on this coast is very great, the Coast
Cuard stations being so few and far apart. Long stretches of the coast are unguarded ;
and it is not in most cases, without considerable trouble, inconvenience, and often
expense, that fishermen can bring their boats to a station to be registered.

MACKEREL FISHERIES.

The quantity of mackerel taken during 1888 was considerably less than in 1887.
In the beginning of the season the weather was so stormy that little fishing could be
carried on, Numbers of vessels could not attempt to put to sea, and were in con-
sequence, with their crews on board, laid up in harbour for weeks. Expenses of
maintaining the crews going on all that time, as much as if they were fishing, made
the season financially disastrous for all concerned. The total capture was 160,725
boxes, rea}lzing to the fishermen about £129,084, averaging 16s. 1d. each box of 2 cwt.

The nationalities of the vessels engaged in this fishery in 1888 were as follows :—

Trish, 2 . ! 294 Scotch, . . : . 21

English and Manx, . ) 318 French, 3 ; . ¥ 86

According to the returns we have received, the Irish boats attending this fishery

show an increase of 6, the Scotch boats a decrease of 17, and the ]::l‘rench vessels an
increase of 19, as compared with 1887, The English and Manx remained the same.
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The following are the quantities landed at the principal stations named during the
year ; the total amount, as nearly as can be computed, realized by the fishermen ; and
the average price per box :—

—_— Boxes. Total realized. Average Prices,
£ £ s d.
Kinsale, 4 A . 54,785 36,081 013 2
Castletownbere, . : 3 34,316 22,615 013 2
Baltimore, A . . 10,106 T 17,566 018 41
Knightstown or Valencia, : 15,561 19,271 1 4 9
Ventry, . . : . 8,477 5,066 011 11}
Castletownsend, . fy ||\ 5,645 3,884 013 9
Ballydonegan, . . - 4,268 ’ 5,596 1 6 2%
Schull, . s v : 3,728 6,403 114 4
Ballycrovane, . 5 . 2,700 3,636 1 611
Barrow, . 3 : : 1,892 1,483 015 8
Dingle, . ; 5 5 1,867 1,379 014 9%
Ballydavid or Smerwick, : 2,110 1,305 012 4
Union Hall, - . . 1,095 1,089 019 10%
Courtmacsherry, . 5 830 369 0 8 104
Seafield, ¢ 5 . 685 370 010 9%

A statement of the quantity of mackerel landed around the coast of Ireland, so fa,
as statistics have been collected, will be found in Appendix No. 2.

In addition, however, to the quantity mentioned, a good deal was transhipped ang
sent direct to England, which is not included in these returns.

Fishing commenced at Date. Ended About.
Kinsale, . . 5 y . . | 14th April, . . | 22nd July.
Castletownbere, . . . ; . | 27th March, . . | 19th July.
L 5 : : : . | October, . . . | 7th November.
Baltimore, . . S g ; .| 29th March, . . | 16th June.
fo' . . . . 4 . | 6th October, . . | 3rd November.
Knightstown (or Valencia), . : : . | 15th March, . . | 20th June.
o o 5 ; : . | September, ; . | December.
Ventry, . . . . . . | 2Tth March, . . | 21st June.
i : : " . e . | 3rd October, . . | 30th October.
Castletownsend, . : . 5 . | 20th March, . . | 3rd August.

4 : ; - 5 . | 2nd October, . . | 25th October.
Ba.llydonegan, . 5 . s . | 31st March, = . | 1st May.

e . : : : . | 29th August, . . | 30th November.
Schull, : ; : . 2 . | 3rd April, . : . | 19th July.

et ; K ; £ . | 1st September, . . | 6th November.
Ballycrovane, : . . . 3 . | 29th March, . - | 22nd May.

" . . . | 1st September, . . | Ist December.
Dingle, : ; : : . . | 9th April, . : . | 28th June.
Ballydavid (or Smerwick), . ¢ . .| 8rd April, . : . | 80th May.

) % . s s . | 1st September, . . | 14th November.
Union Hall, . . A : - . | 20th March, . . | Tth July.

”» . ; : . | 8th September, . . | 3rd November.
Courtmacsherry, . : 5 . . | April, . . . | July.
Seafield, only a few days fishing in May, " ; — —
Seafield, : y . . 10th September, . | 6th December.

At Kinsale there were 200 men employed in the buyers’ boats, at 26s. each per weg),
and 250 men at 25s. per week each, as packers, carters, &e. The gross earnings Were
nearly £7,500; 16 steamers, costing, roughly, £300 to £400 per month each, were engacreg
carrying fish, while there were 11 hulks used for storing, and seven vessels for carry?n
ice; 2,440 tons of ice were imported. The rates charged for conveying fish were g
follow :—To Liverpool, 6s.; to Manchester, 6s. 6d.; and to London, 9, per box of‘LS
cwt. About 5 per cent. of the mackerel was retained for home consumption. T
highest number of vessels employed on any one day was 227, .

At Castletownbere 192 men were employed in the buyers’ hoats at £1 5s. each
week, as well as 40 men as packers, &e. The gross earnings were about £5,800, NI:[? s
steamers were engaged carrying fish to England. Five hulks were used for Storine
ice, of which 1,645 tons were imported by 4 vessels, as well as 150 tons by a Frenéh

e
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acent. The rates for carriage of fish were—to Liverpool, 6s. 8d.; to Manchester,
vs. 2d.; and to London, 9s. 8d. per box of 2 cwt., to which-is to be added about 1s. 6d.
per box, conveyance to Bantry station, equal to about 11s. a box to London. The
highest number of boats employed on any one day was 206. _

At Baltimore 160 men were employed in the buyers’ boat, with wages of 24s. per
week each, and 20 men as packers, carters, &e., at 22s. per week each ; fihen' gross
earnings amounting to over £3,658. Fourteen steamers were engaged carrying fish to
England. Five hulks were used for storing, and four vessels for carrying ice, of
which 2,020 tons were imported. The rates for transit of fish to Liverpool, Manchester,
and London were, including carriage to railway at Skibbereen, about 7s. 4d., 7s. 10d.,
and 10s. 4d., respectively, per box of 2 ewt. The amount of fish retained for 1'101116
consumption was about 2 per cent. The highest number of boats employed on any one
day in fishing was 170,

}J;_t Knight?stown (or Valencia) there were 57 men employed as packers -at £1 43*. a
week. Their gross earnings were about £1,847. There were 4 steamers employed
carrying fish to England of 150 to 500 tons, at about £300 a month. About 1}3500
tons of ice were imported. Some of the fish were sent per rail from Fenit, having been
carried by one of the steamers at different times }vhen there were only 8,000 to 10,000
fish. About 50,000 in that way, as compared with about 137,000 by steamers direct.
There were only 15 small Trish boats, while there were 12 Scotch and 33 I\‘I‘anx vessels
fishing at this place. Although the fishing commenced in May very little was done, as
weather was too stormy for vessels to put to sea. ‘ :

At Ventry 14 men were employed at £1 per week each, as packers, carters, &c:
Four steamers were employed carrying fish to England, and one hulk was used for
storing ice, of which six hundred tons were imported. When fishing is light, the fish
are generally sent by rail from Tralee. _

The highest number of boats engaged in fishing on any one day was 41.

At Castletownsend 20 men were employed in the buyers’ boats at wages of from 15s.
to 20s. per week ; 20 men were employed as packers, &e. The gross earnings “Tould
be about £700. One steamer was employed carrying fish for one week at £60 to
Liverpool. The rates for carriage to Liverpool, Manchester, and London,_were ‘about
the same as those from Baltimore. The highest number of boats engaged in fishing on
any day was 61. 4 ,

‘At Ballydonegan 6 men were employed in the buyers boats at 12s. a week, and
from 5 to 20 men employed as packers, at the same rate of wages. . Their gross earnings
amounted to about £195. Three steamers were employed carrying fish to Liverpool.
Their cost was about £240 a month. The fish caught between August and November
were all salted for the American market. There were 25 Irish and 2 Manx boats

loyed at this fishing. )
eth gchull there Werg six men employed as packers, &c., at 15s. a week, 18 men in
buyers’ boats at £1 a week, and 3 carters at ls. per load ; the gross earnings would
come to about £585. About 150 tons of ice were imported. The fish were sent by
steam tramway to Skibbereen at 6s. 94. per ton, or about 8d. per box. Rail, &e., to
London, 9s. 8d., making about 10s. 4d. per box. . ‘

At Ballycrovane, in the Spring season, carters were employed taking the fish to
Castletownbere, and were paid Is. per box of 120 fish. In the Autumn season 4 men
were employed, acting for buyers and superintending the curing, at 30s. a week :—
two steamers were engaged in carrying the salted fish to Lwerpool,. for which they
were paid according to the number of barrels on board each trip—about 2s. to
3s, per barrel. The total number of vessels during the season were 2 Scotch, 57
Trish, and 3 Manx. In addition, there were 56 yawls eznployed in the seasons between
March and May, and September and December. The highest number of vessels
employed on one day was 21 Irish, 3 Scotch, and 2 Manx. All the fish taken from
September to December were salted for the American markets.

At Dingle, 8 men were employed in the buyers’ boats and as carters, &c., and earned
during the season hetween them £78. The fish were carted to Tralee at 2s. per box, and
thence sent to England. The rates of transit, including 2s. a box by road to Tralee, were,
to Liverpoul, 7s.; to Manchester, 7s. 9d., a1_1d to London, 10s. 2d. per box of 2 cwt.
The highest number of boats engaged in fishing on any one day was 24. .

At Ballydavid (or Smerwick) there were no buyers. The fish were carted to Dingle
or Ventry at a cost of about 5s. the load. All the boats fishing at this place were
canoes of oue to one and a-half tons. :

A large quantity of the mackerel caught on the south and south-west coasts is
shipped direct by steamers to Milford. The cost of such depends on the tonnage of the
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steamer. -~ About £350 per month. One of the principal fish salesmen in London has
stated to us that, from his experience, mackerel cannot be got to London under 14s. to
15s. per box'“all expenses told "“~that the rates from Milford to London, Liverpool, and
Manchester were—57s. 6d., 30s., and 40s. per ton, respectively. Direct to London a
full cargo would cost' about 22s. 6d., a slack cargo about 40s. per ton. There were 8
cargoes sent direct to London in 1887, and 4 in 1888.

Herrine FISHERIES.

The total capture of herrings during the season 1888 was 132,277 ewts. ; the following
principal places at which herrings were landed show that 65,249 mease (636 fish)
were taken, the average price-being 15s. 11d. per mease, showing a great diminution
as compared with 1887.

Boats employed, and highest number Total
_— o Ay OLuir. C’;\P;f‘;?' AVP‘;‘;Z‘E_" ‘Total Value.
Englich. ] Scotcl. | Trish. | Manx. |  DMease.
£ 5l £

Ardglass, between June and October, . 24 32 59 1 11,235 015 0 8,415
Arklow, between September and December, = = 88 o~ 2,802 011 3 1,579
Annalong, between June and October, 4 1 2 12 2 921 015 5 712
Balbriggan, between September and November, .| -~ 3 20 4 283 013 0 184
Baltimore, between May and June, . : Sl = 7 2 = 20 014 0 14
Ballycotton, between May and December, . - - 10 - 356 012 3 218
Bantry, between September and December, - - - = 182 1 8 0 185
Ballhill, between October and December, . = = 2 = 400 014 6 290
Barrow, between August and December, - - 14 = 75 2 40, 7 186
Belmullet, between June and November, - - 7 = 138 1 810 199
Castletownsend, between May and June, - 6 1 1 126 016 4 103
Carlingford, between June and December, . 3 4 9 7 1,431 014 6 1,036
Clogher Head, between June and November, - 1 15 - 525 012 9 336
Courtown, between October and December, - - 14 - 225 013 4 150
Dunmore East, between Juné and October, 4 8 120 6 14,031 013 1 9,192
Dungarvan, between June and September, .- - 10 74 - 8,543 014 7 6,401
Enniscrone, between July and October, . . - - 27 - 230 113 6 385
Fethard, between September and October, . - - 6 = 120 016 6 99
Galway, between August and December, - - 90 - 2,093 014 7 1,528
Greenore, between June and September, - 1 2 1 362 01511 289
Howth, between May and November, . . 6 98 30 4 3,311 016 4 8,274
Inver, between August and December, - - - £ 450 019 2 431
Kilkeel, hetween June and October, 2 2 20 50 3 12,090 012 6 7,595
Kinsale, between May and August, . . .| - 36 - - 3,555 014 6 2,577
Kingstown, between June and December, . . 3 4 20 2 221 017 0 188
Loughshinney, between October and December, . - - 10 - 151 012 1 91
Omeath, between July and December, P R - 12 - 100 016 0 80
Pollocheeny, between July and October, . s - - 8 - 100 113 7 168
Queenstown, between June and August, . .| = - - - 113 014 1 80
Rosslare, between October and December, . - & 27 - 404 019 10 401
Raush, between October and December, - - 8 - 145 0 7 3 53
Wexford, between September and December, - - 15 = 154 016 3 125
Wicklow, between October and December, . - - 7 - 102 I a2 108
Youghal, between June and December, = - = = 302 01211 196

Total, = 1 = L 4 65,249 01511 | 51,868

In Appendix, No. 2 will be found a table of the quantities landed in places from
which we have been able to procure returns.

There are, however, many other places on the coast where herrings are landed from
which we have no statistics. In the abstract from the reports received from the
Coast Guard authorities will be seen what large shoals of herrings have been observed
in various districts round the coast.

Ovsrer FIsHERIES.

Of the public beds we can say but little. There is not much sign of Improvement
nor, save in.01le place—that of Claren Bridge, in the county Q‘ralway—_is there an :
providence displayed towards protection, or preventing the indiscriminate capture of a)
sizes during the open season, From the once prolific and great natural beds in Tr‘mfe
Bay complaints are numerous that during the low water of spring tides numbertg 0(;‘
people frequent the beds and remove the smallest oysters, regardless of the futyypg
notwithstanding the existence of a by-law preventing the capture of oysters under.
two and a-half inches in diameter, There is no authority to enforce the observallce }
the regulations mentioned in the Appendix, No. 8. The Coastguard are the Oni)
recognised authorities to enforce them, but it would be impossible for them, being g5
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far away from the beds, to do so effectually. The extent of these beds is about fou&
miles by one mile wide. Only about £600 worth of oysters were obtained last season o
them. ]

In the Shannon, the public beds situated between Tarbert and Mount Trenchard and
in Ballylongford Bay are declining. ]

In Cﬁew and No\%ort Bays, in the county Mayo, the beds have not improved, }?ft-
withstanding the prohibition against removing any oysters, which existed for three

ears. :
A little improvement has been observed on the Arklow beds, from which about 1,040
barrels were taken last season, realizing to the fishermen about £550. _ o

At Claren Bridge, county Galway, the fishermen living near the public bed ab 'l'ﬁ?.
place tax themselves—so much each boat—for the purpose of employing a .E’tﬁ.l A
whose duty is to examine every heap of oysters brought ashore, whether from p}llc ing
or dredging, to see that none under the size regulated by by-law (three mcl T&s in
diameter) is taken. The season for taking oysters off this bed lasts only ofpei
month (December), according to the wishes of the ﬁs'hern'len themsel_ves, gnd even 1 fl
the entire of this month they will not dredge or pick, if they consider the quantity
taken off is all that the bed-can fairly afford to give, so as to prevent exhau%tlim.
About 92,000 oysters were taken during the first fortnight of last December. Value
to the fishermen about £460. ) ¢

A few years back it was said to be in a bad condition. Under present treatmfgn:t ldt
i« stated to have improved materially, and affords, during even the short season referre
to, a considerable amount of employment. f

In Cork Harbour the public beds have seriously deteriorated.

Very little fall of spat has taken place, as far as we have been able to learn, any-
where in Ireland last season. .

We have no returns of the quantity of aysters taken from the licensed beds.

French oysters :~—30,000 were planted in Lough Mahon, county Cork. About 30 per
cent. died on the beds. They got on badly ; those in Schull Harbour are r.eport_ed as
having done well. In the county Kerry those laid formerly succeeded admirably, but
about half of them died either in transit, or were killed on the bed. In county Galway
(Ballinakill Harbour), most of those laid down died the second year after planting. In
Clew Bay half died on the bed. In Ballisodare Bay the Arcachon oysters died on the
peds. In the Sligo estuary 15,000 French oysters were laid down, and are doing fairly
well. In Drumcliffe Bay, county Sligo, about 50 boxes of oysters were planted. On one of
the Clontarf beds, county Dublin, about 160,000 were laid down from January to June,
and were ready for sale in September. On another of these beds in the same locality
about 200,000 were laid down in April and May, and were ready for sale in September.

American, Dutch, and other oysters :—In Lough Mahon 400,000 Americans were laid
down in April and sold in July, but it would appear that the.:y are not domg.W(ell;
50,000 American were planted in Ballisodare Bay, county Sligo, early in April, and
wore fit for market by the end of July. The proprietor, however, did not sell many
till the middle of August, when the bulk were sent to Glasgow and I\Iancheszter,
and small quantities throughout the winter to Mullingar, Longford, Carrick, and other

laces. Those sent to England obtained a high character as to quality. The average
Jrice was about 5s. 6d. per 120, from which expenses l_md to be deducted ; and asthese
were heavy to Manchester and Glasgow, their culture is reported not to be remunera-
tive. Loss by death has been considerable. The bed is reported as well stocked.

On one of the Clontarf beds, county Dublin, about 1,800 barrels of Americans were
laid down in April, and were ready for sale in May. On another of these beds about
4,000 Duteh, 40,000 Cleethorpes, and 40,000 Irish were laid down. Two parts of the
Clecthorpes died, while the Irish thrived. .

In Carlingford Lough, on two licensed beds held by Messrs. Musgon and CO.,. of
Liverpool, they state that, there were 3,165 barrels laid down, and, picked up during
the year 2,025,325 ; from the bed, when permission was granted to take American
oystars during the summer, there were picked up for the four months—May to August
_* 939,175 oysters, or 7,826 hundreds. The lessees state that they had some Dutch
and English deep sea oysters down in previous years, but lost so much, that planting
any kind save Americans, in any quantity, was discontinued.- A few bags of small
English deep sea oysters are occasionally laid down, but only allowed to remamn a
fow weeks., Some Dutch oysters, left on the ground from ’87 were picked up at the
end of April and moved to the Cleethorpe beds. ' )

In Drumcliffe Bay, county Sligo, about 200 barrels of Americans, as well as a quantity
of Dutch oysters were laid down.

B
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In Lough Mahon, county Cork, about 100,000 Dutch and 400 barrels of American
oysters were planted.

A list of the licensed private beds will be found in Appendix No. 5, and a list of
those licenses revoked in Appendix No. 4. '

A précis of the reports from some of the licensees of licensed private beds will be found
in Appendix No. 5.

It will be seen how unsatisfactory in most cases they are—litile doing, as a rule, to
stock or cultivate them. The whole of the licenses granted for the cultivation of
oysters in Blacksod and Broadhaven Bays have been revoked in consequence of neglect
on the part of the licensees to cultivate the beds properly.

Enquiries into other cases will be held during the year, when there is little doubt
many more will be revoked for the same cause.

On a bed in Lough Swilly a considerable quantity of spat, it is stated, has fallen,
as also a small quantity in Sligo. -

LoBsTER AxD CrAB FISHERIES.

We have made every exertion to ascertain as nearly as possible the quantities of
lobsters taken round the coast, but have found it most difficult, owing to the want of any
persons to collect statistics at the different places where lobsters and crabs are landed; and
the distances between the Coast Guard stations being so great, the Coast Guard are
unable to do so, and have to depend on any information they can gather when making
inspection. The monthly statistics received from the places where we have persons
employed to obtain information as to fish landed, gives no fair idea of the quantity
captured, as they are brought in at so many more places round the coast.

From the Coast Guard reports it would appear that the following quantities were
taken in 1888 :—

—_— Lobsters, about Craba, about
In the Kingstown Division, . : : : ’ ; 5,000 7,000
At Wicklow, ; . " . ; : 5 . 1,300 -
,» Carnsore and Kilmore ; 2 ; ; ¢ : 3,500 3,000
,» Dunmore, : : : ; ; ; ; : 6,000 8,600
» Ballymacaw, . ; ; ; ! . ‘ ; 800 1,000
s Helvick Head, . ; . : : : : 4,000 =
» Ardmore, A : 4 : 2 : : .| Large quantities,| but no record.
,»» Ballycotton, . : : : : : . ; 6,000 3,000
,, Robertscove, . ] . 3 5 . : . 300 ) 600
»» Oyster Haven, . A : 5 . : 3 ‘ 1,000 800
,; Courtmacsherry, : ] : ; . : ; 3,000 2,400
,» Dunnycove, : : : . : . : . 1,500 -
s Milleove, . . : : : ; 3 : ; 1,200 -
,» Castletownshend, ; : : ; ; : .| Large gquantities,| but no record.
»» Baltimore, : : ; ; : : : ; 36,000 -
5, Custletown-Bere, h : ; 4 ; : : 25,000 =
5, Sneem and Westcove, . . ! . : : 1,400 1,200
,y Waterville, . . 5 : ¢ : . ; 3,400 =
,, DBallinskelligs, . ; : : St ; ; 4,800 800
,» Portmagee, 4 : ; : : ! : : 6,000 =
y»» Knightstown, . 2 3 . . . 4 ; 5,000 17,000
A R SR Y 1,000 -
» Dingle, from Bull's Head to Annscaul, Large quantities,| but no record.
y; Ballydavid, ] . ' 850 =
»» The Blaskets, ! i : : ‘ ; : 4,000 -
;; Ballyheigue to Kerry Head, . ; : y : 3,000 1,300
» Kilcredane, . . p . . . . . 700 500
» Killcee and Coast, . - . - . ; 4 3,500 3,500
y» Costello, . ? . : ) ; . ] ; 3,500 2,600
2 Spiddal, . : i : i . ; . . 1,000 -
»» North Arran, , : ; : - : 5 - 2,500 -
» Galway, s 5 . G . - . . 103,000 -
»» Roundstone and Coast adjacent, : . . . 70,000 -
,» Boat Harbour and Turhot, . . . . 1,200 -
» Clifden, . SR . 5 : . @ i 36,000 s
» Boffin and other places near, . . . . . 12,000 =
» Belmullet, 1 - : 5 : . ; ; 11,000 -
»» Ross and neighbourhood, . . . . - 2,000 =
» Downpatrick (Mayo), ‘ ¢ . . . . 3,500 T
y» Lacken to Baar Rock, ; : i ) . . 5,000 -
,, Inmnigcrone, ; i ; ; 4 : . 1,100 =
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TaBLE—continued.

—_— Lobsters, about Crabs, about
At Pullocheeney, . . ; ; ; ‘ : : 900 -
,- Rockley, . h . z ; . ; : : 6,000 2,500
» Mullaghmore, . : . : : ; : : 12,000 -
» Bundoran and neighbourhood, . . : . : 5,000 -
s St. John’s Point, ‘ : . . 5 : 4 About a Ton. -
» Killybegs, > ; . L . : . .| Large quantities,| but no record.
» Teelin, . . : : . - : : : 2,000 -
», Malinmore, 3 . . X . ; : . 50,000 and crabs.
» Portnoo, . 3 , ; ; : ; ; . 8,000 3,000
., Bunbeg and neighbourhood, : : A : . 43,800 183,000
» Tory, Innishboffin, . ; ; : : . : 6,000 1,500
»» Horn Head and Breaghy, . ; ; : 5 : 2,500 =
s» Melmore to Ballywhorisky, ; : . . . 8,700 3,300
»» Knockalla, . : : ; - ; ; 400 -
5 Buncrana, . ‘ " ’ ! . \ ! 600 3 barrels,
» Malin Head, and that Coast, . ; ; : : 10,600 14,000
»» Portstewart, &e., ‘ ’ ! . : : ; 600 6,000
»» Ballycastle (Antrim), ; : A : . : 500 1,900
5 Torr, ; 3 . L A 2 X 1 : 1,000 2,500
» Carriclkfergus, &e., . ! : ; : : : 1,600 2,200
» Donaghadee and Coast, . L wy | 4 . 15,000 -
»» Strangford, ! y : : : . ; ; 1,200 1,600
y»» Greenore, . ; : . ? ! ’ ! i 1,700 2,300
» Malahide and neighbourhood, . : $ : - 11,000 148,000

With regard to the practice of plugging lobsters, we issued the notice of which the
following is a copy, and caused it to be extensively posted —which we trust will have a
beneficial effect :— .

«The Inspectors of Irish Fisheries desire to draw the attention of fishermen, and others interested, to the
losses occasioned to the fishing trade generally by the practice which appears to prevail extensively of plugging
the claws of lobsters, before transmission to the markets. ;

i Lobsters treated in this manner frequently arrive from the fisheries either dead, or in such a condition as to
vender them of little or no value as a saleable article of food—

« Besides its prejudicial effects on the fishing trade, generally, the men engaged in the capture of the fish lose
the results of their labour. ] !

«The sale of lobsters arriving in bad condition does not, in some instances, realize the cost of their
carriage.

«The claws of lobsters should be ¢ed, and not plugged.

¢« The Inspectors, therefore, desire to impress upon fishermen, and others engaged in this line of business the
necessity of abandoning, in their own interests, the present practice of plugging ; and trust to their good sense
to carry out the advice above given.”

‘We may here repeat the observations on these fisheries which we made in our report
for 1887, viz. :—

« This branch of the fishing industry might be extended materially. Depots for collection and feeding might
be established in many parts, as has been done on the coast of Clare, where an English firm has enclosed a
large inlet of the sea by concrete walls intersected with sluices. ? Thqy 'collect the lobsters in welled vessels in
various parts of the coast from the fishermen, and deposit them in this inlet where they are fed and kept until
the demand is sufficient to induce their exportation to the English markets. This system might be extended in
many places with great advantage and probably profit. :

s Crabs, though found in great quantities, are not of large commercial value. As a rule, few are exported.
They will not bear transport, as they die rapidly. Still, in the local markets the trade might be extended

materially.”’

FISH CURING.

A great impetus has been given to this branch of inc!ust-ry on the coasts of Cork and
Kerry, particularly by the demand for salted mackerel in America. =

Fronm the information we have received from the Coast Guard authorities, there were
over 4,000,000 mackerel, or, computing 260 fish to a barrel, over 15,000 barrels salted
petween Union Hall in the County Cork and Dingle in the County Kerry for the
American markets alone. This quantity represents about 1,500 tons, and at an average
of 10s. per 120 fish the amount paid to the fishermen alone would be about £15,000.

The labour in curing would be about 8s. per barrel, or £2,250 for wages to women,

rincipally in cleaning and salting. el _ \
These 1tems alone would amount to over £17,000, paid in eleven stations on this

coast. B3






