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SEA AND INLAND FISHERIES OF IRELAND, 1918.
REPORT
TO THE

SECRETARY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
°  AND TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION FOR TRELAND.

SIR,
We have the honour to submit the Report for the yvear 1918
on the Sea and Inland IMisheries of Ireland.

(AENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

As.noted in our Report for the year 1914, the employment of
H.M. Coastguard on Active Service caused a temporary diffi-
culty in our system of collecting statistics, but we were able to
secure at the majority of the ports at which fish is landed more
or less efficient temporary statisticlans. We considered, more-
over, that it was advisable to suspend publication of details which
might be of interest to the enemy and therefore confined our
Reports for the years 1915, 1916 and 1917 to brief summaries
of matters which had in previous years been set forth more ex-
tensively. Certain other returns were similarly suspended with a
view to economy. TIn the Appendix to our pro;‘ent- Report arrears
of statistical information are disposed of, by the inclusion in the
tables of figures for the last four vears. .

First recalling the fact that the volume and value of Irish
landings depend chiefly on the herring and mackerel fisheries,
which, in themselves notoriouisly variable in available supply,
reflect both in fishing energy and value the fortunes of British
and Continental fisheries, we may glance briefly at the effect of
war conditions on the Irish Industry.  From 1900 to 1913 in-
clusive returns of landings and value fluctuate about averages
of 838,000 cwts. and £376,500 respectively, showing no C-;H-
sistent increase or decrease. The curve of x‘alue,wit will be
observed on examination of the diagram annexed, does not cor-
respond with the curve of quantity, and in this connection it
should be noted that the increase in the quantity of fish landed
during the years 1917 and 1918, as compared with prévious
years, 1s due almost entirely to the efforts of Irish fishermen
An examination of the return appended will show that dm‘ing;;
o S, st DI boxs i

g. 1 ports were very considerably less
than those In pre-war years. i

Trish boats, only, took part in the mackerel fisheries from Trish

centres during the years 1917 and 1918,
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Rerury showing the numbers of non-Irish boats participating in

the Herring Fisheries from the principal Trish ports during
the years 1913, 1917, and 1918.
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- TFishing power is not susceptible of graphic treatment on

account of the difficulty of estimating the relative efficiency of
craft of different classes and of disconnting fluctuations of fishing
energy in response to the various factors, such as ]n:ospcc-ti\'_c
prices and the personal equation, which affect it. Reference 1s
made, however, to the periodic figures of steam craft and motor
hoats given on page vii. _

The immediate effect in 1914 of the war was the calling up
of maval and military reserves, whereby certain important fishing
centres (see page vii) were practically denuded of able-bodied
fishermen. Soon afterwards nearly all Irish steam drifters and
about half of our small fleet of steam trawlers were transferred
to Naval service, while highly paid shore work attracted a cer-
tain class of fishermen from their usual, if not very strenuously
pursued, avocation. TIn other respects Trish fisheries remained
normal during the early part of the war, both as to prices and
destinationmof products. As hostilities progressed and the food
question in Great Britain became acute, the cmss-Chm]r_iel
demand for fresh herring and mackerel naturally increased, with
the result that the Trish trade in those commodities became
mainly a °* freshing ”’ business, instead of, largely, a curing
business. Prices were accordingly inflated, and there was placed
on Trish rolling stock and cross-Channel tonnage a strain which
in the diversity of organisation it sometimes failed to bear, with
the result that public attention was focussed on the consequent
waste of fish. Remedy for this was found to some extent by
bringing all railway and cross-Channel transport under direct
Giovernment control; and thereafter such loss of fish as occurred
m transit was occasioned chiefly by temporary closure of ports
and deficiency or unavailability of rolling stock on the other side
of the water,

S e
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Tt may be doubted whether the efforts to conserve for
home consumption the products of the United Kingdom
fisheries, by restricting export of cured herring and mackerel
really  served in  Iveland their intended object. At all
times the merchants who “* fresh ” these fish can afford
fo pay more than the curers, but without curers in reserve,
especially when transport is uncertain, a drift net fishery cannot
be maintained at stations which at the best of times are ill
served by transit facilities. In some cases, therefore, the prac-
tical, if unintentional, discouragement of curers no doubt resulted
in diminution of fishing energy.

Of necessity Irish fishing activities were seriously curtailed in
some districts and at certain periods by the conditions off Naval
warfare, but in this connection we may be permitted to express
our high appreciation of the anxious care of the Naval (‘om-
mander-in-Chief, Admiral Sir Tiewis Bayly, K.C.B., K.C.V.0.,
to preserve to Irish fishermen every possible opportunity of pur-
suing their industry. The relatively slight hindrance to fishing
operations is indicated by the curve of landings, and we are
aware, from punctuality of repavment of loan instalments and
other sources of information, that the increase of cost of gear,
up to 400 per cent. on some items, was more than compensated
by enhancement of fish prices.

Features of note in the war historv of the fisheries are the
revival of herring fishing from Dunmore East, and the temporary
rise of Dundalk to the dignity of a fishing port. Formerly of
some considerable importance in the early summer herring fish-
ing and of variable interest in autunmmn, Dunmore East had for
-arious reasons been rather neglected for some vears before the
war, during which, as the table in No. 5 of the Appendix
shows, the place became of real value to the food supply. There
Is always a certain amount of herring in Dundalk Bay during
midwinter, pursued in normal times by the local open boats,
but, on account of their generally inferior quality, offering no
attraction to outsiders.  Knhanced prices for any sort of herring
led to a great fishing in the Bay in the winters of 1915-16 and
1916-17, and it looked as though Dundalk might become a her-
ring port of permanent importance. The fish, however, failed
to materialise in paying quantity in the subsequent winters, so
the ancient peace of the quays may not be disturbed again by
fish traffic.

The enemy made no attempt to molest Tvish fishing boats
until the night of 3rd May, 1917, when the crew of a submarine
destroyed seven boats off Baltimore, but allowed the fishermen
to go ashore in safety. On the 3lst of the same month, a
submarine sank by gunfire a fishing boat belonging to Ardeer,
Co. Galway, off the Skird Rocks, when, so far as is known, the
entire  crew  perished, The next instance of enemy action

B2



vi
Dyantity of Fish (excluding shell fish) landed: in thousands of cwts

occurred on the 30th April, 1918, when two Howth fishing boats, -
fishing off their home port, were sunk by gunfire from a sub-
marine: five lives were lost on this occasion and appear to have ?alue of Fish (i - .

> : : \ inclu . §
been avenged in the course of the same day by the Department's : ding shell Tish) landed: in thousands of £ — — — 0 —— — —
Fishery Cruiser ** Helga,” at that time in Admiralty service.
The last attack was made on the night of 30th May, 1918, when 8

192 fishing boats were sunk about twelve miles south-west ol Q
— L 1 % o o S Le BOR oy
Kilkeel, but without loss of life. : % g‘ﬁ % J % %:35' § % § % § %( §§ %" 1%5 Qt? % 8:’\: % “
On the first and last occasion mentioned, several boats escaped o
by cutting their gear adrift, while some gear was lost in the =9
apprehension of attacks which were not delivered. H.M. Navy i % -
rendered every possible assistance in the recovery of these flotsam =90/ . X P |
nets, as well as in salving trains which remained attached to \\ //}
sunken boats. ‘ =07 \ <
1 : A}
§ \ .
I 3 ~—
B - s/ T
ORDERS RETATIVE TO IRISH TFISHERIES MADE BY THE Toon =g/ rg [P,
U L — - a
CoNrroLLER UNDER THE DIFENCE OF THE REALM AcCT. s \ I
- : : ; , =005 k
The Committee appointed to advise the Department in effect- iz >
. 4 G2t - y coal o 5 . R . i ——
ing (}.n increased _suppl}. of coarse fish and. eels from Irish rivers 0 A /'____,_..-—‘
and lakes, to which reference was made in our last Report, has . 2
now concluded its labours and furnished a Report, which will - N
be published in due course. ; !
1 T = v ]
Most of the Orders which the Department made under the =y i K i
Fresuwater Tish (Ireland) Order, 1917, ﬂnd its :111':_endmg ';:Q 7l A R
Orders, have now been revoked, and no new Orders are 1n con- ! | S S
templation, save in a few instances where they may he useful —9 \ Y
for regularising the destruction of pike, - =9/0 3 \
~ ] /
=91 ' )
<701 ] i
. 75 " .
o -7 //
VESSELS AND CREWS. "'@/4 L v
~
- - . ~ - - \
There were 4,717 Trish boats with crews numbering 17,502 | 975 o N /
persons gnguged in fishing in the year 1918. The figures for L ™~ \
thf Preyiousisyear, Were 4542 and 16,936, respectively. The i 96 Sl
4.(11 vessels included 349 first class, 2,119 second class, 514 | “‘%\
third class, and 1,735 small open boats. 9/ ; -:i -
_ Details of the numbers of fishing craft men and boys employed ~19 Mg | - —d_
in each vear since 1914 will he found in Appendix No. 2 ¥ h T
page 0.
: z} c?mpa-rlson. of .the following numbers of fishing vessels owned 4
in Treland will indicate the extent to which Trish fishermen have 8 o 1

‘!miceu :;dvantage_of modern developments in - the application of
internal combustion engines to the propulsion of fishing vessels,
[2800].Wt.8496.3.875-12/19, —A.T.&Co., Ltd.B.A.
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Sreaz IfisHiNG VESSELS.

Tonnage 1910. « 1918. 1918.*
Over 60 tons 5 1a —
Over 20 tons and not v\u'e(l-
ing 60 tons .o 4 8 . 3
Under 20 tons B 3 —
12 29 5

*The figures for 1918 are exclusive of the steamn fishing vessels
requisitioned during the war by the Admiralty.

Moror FisHiNG VESSELS.

Tonnage. 1910. 1913, 1918

Over 25 tons O 33 70
Over 10 and not exceeding

25 tons —_ 46 134
Over 5 and not exceeding

10 tons wws LD 30 147

Not exceeding 5 iuna ... 10 38 135

36 147 486

Trawling was pursued by & steam, 175 motor, and 211 sailing
vessels \\0!]\0(1 by 1,487 fishermen. That the men who 10]]0\\r
this class of 11\11111" recognise the advantages to be obtained by
the use of inter m] (()]lll)!lstloll engines mav be deduced from
the fact that in 1913 the number of motor boats so engaged was
only 38,

“ Ring netting,”” with the Danish seine or ** snurrevaad,”
was a part or whole-time occupation of fishermen from certain
East Coast ports.

The high prices obtainable for fish inerecent years produced
an unprcm(lvnted desire on the part of various persons to invest
capital in the industry, and there arose a demand for boats which
focussed attention on the difficulties affecting building and the
supply of motor engines.  The l)cmttnwnt 100]\ all ]DOSb]])IL steps
to secure priority for engines and. repair material, and to get
boats built, but the (lemm(l was to a great exent satisfied Il\'
the purchase of second-hand boats from England and Scotland.
On the other hand, the manning of the hshmg fleets was affected
by the absence on Naval or Military Service of 1,505 Trish fisher-
men. The statistics collected by the Department indicate that
of these 52 were from the North Coast, 395 from the Iast, 685
from the South, and 373 from the West.

Lioans
During the vyear ended 31st March, 1919, 46 applications
were received from 71 persons for loans amounting to £12 231
13s. 0d. Of these, 36 loans were granted to 58 persons to the
amount of £7,535 19s. 0d. The sum actually issued during
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the period was £6,363 9s. Utll. LAbU”L four-fifths of this sum was
for rovision of motor boats. )
tm’l‘flltl?‘,ei)lz"loill};()l'y notes signed to secure principal and m%ei:c:lst:
inclusive of £8,176 19s. 11d. of unrepaid notes taken over u_\f
the Department at the commen(:-em_ent of their ildl|1}I1'1)::;tl{';1:(1’t)l]1-)(3
fishery loans in non-congested districts, amount to .'&J.uij.-." o 28,
9d. The amount repaid is £99,799 l(_)s.‘i)d., while secul ltl.(,‘sl f)ltl
hand, which have not yet matured for payment, represen
20,501 15s. 6d. L . -
g '%i?gltotal arrears of repayment of instalments stood 1t£ll(t)5
3s. 1d. at the end of the financial year, and ?he aggregate
amount written off as irrecoverable is_ £1,703 2s. '_’,d._ N =

Further particulars in connection with fhese. loan transactions
will be found in Appendix No. 8, pages 28 to 31.

INSURANCE OF FISHING VESSELS.

Since the date of the last Report no furtht-_}r policies have (l')cvn
issued by The Irish Fishing Vessels War .Rlsks lnsurun‘clc‘ :)IIII}]):
mittee, which was constituted to give effect tq_prqpo&rs-‘l ‘b., BUY
witted by the Department and approved by i L ].H.?.l.‘:l].}_\,
for the insurance of the hulls, machinery and gear of Irish
fishing vessels against War Risks.  In accordance with 2 com-
munication received from H.M. Treasury in May last, no further
policies will now be issued. licies

The value of the 107 vessels and gear covered by the policies
issued was £58,145 and the amount of premiums }'c('cllu—;d
£1,157 9s. 10d. No claims, other than the three n]cntu-)‘n?‘(‘ m‘
our last Report, have been received in respect of vessels or

ear lost.

& Twelve crews, totalling 88 men and boys, were (-o\'ered_ llllt}e}'
a scheme of benefits for dependants of fishermen on lll'SllleLl
vessels who might be Jilled, injured or 111te1'ne§1. _',L'he(mnount
of premiums received under the scheme was £14 lls1. 9d., the
rate fixed being 5s. per head of the normal crew. Tortunately
no claims for payment have occurred.  The number covered
would doubtless have been larger if approval of the scheme had
been secured at an earlier date.

REVIEW OF StarisTics or FISH (EXCLUDING SALMON) LANDED.

Excluding shell-fish, the quantity of sea fish landed (761,000
cwts.) was greater than in any of the preceding five vears, and
the amount realised for the catch, almost £1,000,000, would
represent about the aggregate value of three vears’ capture be-
fore the war. Table 1 (a), page 4, gives an indication gf the
enormous increases in the prices of fish during the period of
hostilities. The average value per cwt. of the total Irish land-
ings is governed by the prices of mackerel and herrings, whicl
form a greatly preponderating proportion of the whole. The
quantity of herrings landed fell from 257,000 cwts. in 1917 to

191,000 cwts., but that of mackere) increased from 333,000 cwts,
to 490,000 cwis,

X

DusLiy Marker RETURNS.

The amount of sea fish captured by trawl and hook which

passed through the Dublin Market during the year was 2,524
tons, being 306 tons less than that of the previous year.
The fish received from steam trawlers included :
Boxes. Boxes.
Black Soles 93 Whiting ... 7,483
Tuarbot 33 Hake ... 1,868
Brill 42 Gurnard e 1,827
Plaice . 1916 Coalfish ..- 1,900
Megrims .. 205 Ray e 938
Dabs ... 1,684 Conger ... 1,036
Cod ... 8,155
The supplies of trawl and hook fish from other Trish sources
were :—

Tons.
Dublin Bay Boats (not Steamers) 97 Principally  Plaice and
Ray.
Howth - 230 Principally Cod.
Balbriggan 206 Principally Plaice, Dabs

_ and Ray.

Galway - oL Principally Plaice, Ray
and Black Soles.

Dingle

86 Principally Plaice,
Black  Soles,
and Ray.

Principally Cod, Plaice,
Ray and Haddock.

No imported fresh fish was sold in the Market,
Besides the foregoing, there passed through the Dublin

Market during the vear 4,261 harrels and 7,711 boxes of Trish

fresh herrings and 150 bharrels of mmported cured herrings.  The

mackerel amounted to 10,288 hoxes of Trish caught fish.
The quantities of salmon 5

. trout and shell-fish passing through
the Market are not recorded in a form capable of being reduced
to a statistieal statement, ¢

'I);tIJS,
Other Localities . 344

SPRING MACKEREL FISHERY.

The Spring mackerel fisherv was, with the exception of that
of the vear 1908, the most productive since 1905, resultine in
the capture of 184,000 cwts. of fish valued at £234 .000. lTl‘he
mackerel were sent fresh to market, with the exception of 1,504
barrels which were cured. The operations were concentr,
more than in recent years at the ports of Baltimore
where 69,000 cwts. and 49,000 cwts., respectively, were landed.
The season at the County Galway stations was better than the
previous one. Details of the results of the fishery at the prin-

cipal stations during the seasons of 1915, 1916, 1917 ang 1918 -
will be found in Appendix No. 3, page 16, '

ated even
and Valentia,

-
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AuTuMN MACKEREL FISHERY.

More mackerel (309,000 cwts.) were landed during the autunm
and winter than in any of the previous twenty seasons. The
value of the catch was £286,500 and the number of barrels cured
49,000.

The fishing at the entrance to Kenmare Bay was phenomen-
ally prolific and in this district alone 27,000 barrels were cured
for the American Market. There was a very heavy fishing at
Baltimore, where 46,000 cwts. were landed, nearly all of which
were sent to market fresh. The operations carried on from the
stations on the Dingle Peninsula were most successful, and
although the amount of fish landed directly at Dingle was small,
over 10,000 barrels were cured there for export. At North Aran
(19,000 cwts.) and Clegean (13,500 cwts.) the captures were,
respectively, thrice and twice as great as in the previous season.
Details of the landings at the principal stations in the last four
seasons are given in Appendix No. 4, page 18.

SuMMER HERRING FISHERY.

The quantity of herrings captured during the sumier has
showed a continuous decline since the exceptionally good season
of 1915, and the amount landed (141,000 cwts.) in that under
review was the smallest for many years. The high prices re-
ceived for the fish, however, resulted in the value of the catch
(£188,000) being the greatest recorded. On consulting Appendix
No. 5, page 20, it will be seen that the only ports at which
the fishery was up to the average were Howth and Kilkeel.

WinTER HERRING TTISHERY.

The herring fishery during the winter of 1918-19 was dis-
appointing, only 59,000 cwts. valued at £67,000 having been
landed (Appendix No. 6, page 22). The fishing in the Irish
Sea was again a total failure. This was apparently due to the
non-arrival -of the large shoals of herrings which appeared in
some previous winters. §

There was a serious decline in the landings at Downings (Co.
Donegal), but the fishery at Dunmore East (Co. Waterford)
showed a welcome revival.

Prers aNDp HARBOURS.

Arklow.—The Department’s suction dredger ¢ Fag-an-Bea-
lach ** was successful in maintaining the depth of water in the
approaches. '

Helviek.—During a great part of 1918 work at the harbour
had to be suspended owing to the difficulty of obtaining an
adequate supply of labour. ~ Towards the close of the year
operations were resumed with labour brought from Kilkeel, and
satisfactory progress has since been made. |

_ Kilkeel.—Much progress was made in 1918, and the work has
since been completed.

Diagram illustrating the fluctuations in the Irish Mackerel Fisheries
during the years 1895-1918.
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Portrusiv (Co. Antrim).—The Department's suction dredger
** I"ag-an-Bealach 7’ has again been employed on the clearing
of Portrush Harbour, at the expense of the Harbour Company.

Balbriggan.—The harbour entrance has from time to time
been cleared by the Department’s suction dredger, under the
terms of an warrangement with the Dublin Port and Docks
Board.

SHELL FISHERIES.

Officers appointed by the Department exercised supervision
over the public oyster fisheries in Kinsale and Waterford Har-
bours, at Clarenbridge (Co. Galway), and at Inishlyre (Co.
Mayo); over the mussel fisheries of Castlemaine Harbour, and
the escallop fisheries in Connemara, '

TrCHNICAL INSTRUCTION.

The class in net-mending, which has been carried on in pre-
vious years at Ninsale, was continued during the winter. The
average attendance of pupils, all of whom came from the fishing
population, was about 20.

Six pupils were nominated to the class of instruction in the
care and management of marine motor engines at the Pembroke
Technical School, Ringsend.

Krrp.

According to information received some 3,600 tons of kelp
were exported during the year 1918, as follows ;—

Tons.

County Clare 695
. Galway ... cee 1,464

“ Mayo 152

" Sligo 175

i Donegal ... B I i

,, Antrim ... 15

| In addition, some 240 tons from County Galway and over 1,000

| tons from County Sligo were sent to a Dublin firm for manufac-
ture into potash for use in Treland. The value of the kelp ex-
ported during the vear has been estimated at £19,000.

BY-LAWS,

Since the date of our last Report By-Laws came into operation
prohibiting the use of Drift Nets for the capture of salmon or
trout off part of the coast of the Wexford District; prohibiting
netting in the freshwater portions of rivers and lakes (save in a
small part of the River Roughty) in the Kenmare District; pro-
hibiting the use of nets for the capture of salmon or trout in
part of the River Blackwater and its tributaries in the Lismore
District ; prohibiting the, use of, or having on board any boat,

Drift Nets in the tidal waters of the Drogheda District : and
N prohibiting the removal, from any part of the fresh waters of
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