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No. A. 30/5676-23.
: AIREACHT TALMHUIOCHTA,

(Ministry of Agriculture)
4th May, 1923,

The President and Members

of the Executive Council.

A CHAIRDE,
1 submit herewith the Report of the Sea and Inland Fisheries of Ireland

for 1921. The Report should be presented to the Oireachtas in accordance

with 62 and 63 Vic., Cap. 50, Section 26.

Mise, le meas,

P. HOGAN,

Minister.

S. 2167.
Or1r1G AN RUNAI DO’N ARD CHOMHAIRLE

(Office of the Secretary to the
Executive Council)

Tth May, 1923,
Minister for Agriculture.
A CHARA,
I am directed by the Executive Council to acknowledge receipt of

your letter of the 4th instant, Ref. 30/5676-23, transmitting copy of the
Report of the Sea and Inland Fisheries of Ireland for 1921.

Mise, le meas,

M. MacDONNCHADHA,

Gniomh Runai,

SEA AND INLAND FISHERIES OF IRELAND, 1921.

REPORT

TO THE

SECRETARY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

AND TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION FOR ‘IRELAND.

SIR,

We have the honour to submit the Report for the year ended 31st Decem-
ber, 1921, on the Sea and Inland Fisheries of Ireland.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

'I‘.he-historyr of Irish Fisheries in 1921 cannot be said to contain many
gratifying features. The dominating conditions were the difficulty attending
the transport of fish to market, not only during the period of the coal strike
but prac:tlcally throughout the entire year, a notable shortage of mackerel
«fmd herrings and a fa}l in the value of fish out of proportion to any decrease
in the cost of prod‘uctlon. We have attempted to represent this last condition
in the d1agra{n (Fig. 1) on page iv., in which are shown the principal items
in fishermen’s balance sheets ; the height of each column indicates the
excess of average value or cost in 1921 expressed as a percentage of the
corresponding figure for 1913. Columns A, B, and C represent the average
value of mackerel, herrings and sprats to the fishermen at the port of landing.
D, E, and F are the same for trawled and line-caught fish. G. represents
the enhanced value of the most highly priced fish delivered in the best
market ; _in view of increased transit charges, its value to the fishermen
was relatively lower. Cotton nets, hemp ropes and fuel oil are iterns specially
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affecting drift-net fisheries ; hemp nets, wire ropes and coal are require-
ments of steam trawlers ; the other items are common to most branches
of the industry. Fuel oil fell considerably during the year ; but the average
cost per gallon was 260 per cent. higher than in 1913.

Fig. 1.
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1921, Percentage excess of Prices over_those of 1913.

Not only was the value of fish low relatively to the cost of production,
but the shortage of fish further reduced the money available for distribution
among the sea-fishing community. The total receipts fell from £35 per
fisherman in 1920 to £26 in 1921.

It is not, however, to be supposed that Irish fishermen are alone in passing
through bad times; reports which we have received show that similar
troubles have fallen upon other countries on both sides of the Atlantic,

SEA TISHERIES.

VESSELS AND CREWS.

In Appendix No. 2 page 6, the numbers and classification of the
vessels and the numbers of men engaged in the sea fisheries during the
year are shown in much greater detail than in any of our previous Reports,
In consequence of this alteration in the method of tabulation it has not
been possible to publish, in the Appendix referred to, the usual comparison
between these figures and those for the previous year ; the totals, however,
were as follows :—

First Second Third Small Open

Class. Class. Class Boats.
1921 s 285 1,994 480 1,591
1920 A 324 1,894 464 1,615

4,350 vessels and boats with aggregate crews of 15, 559 men were engaged
in 1921, while 4,319 vessels and boats and 15,677 men were engaged in
1920, The total of 4,350 consisted of 9 steam, 525 motor and 3,816 other
craft.

V.

The following table shows the ports from which fishing by the Snui-
revaad, or Danish Seine Net was carried on during the year. This method
of fishing is pursued only by motor boats and is prosecuted throughout
the year whenever the weather is suitable :—

]
| NUMBER OF MOTOR BoaTs ENCACED.
|
I 1st Class. 2nd Class. =
[ No. of
Port. l | ] ‘ Persons
| | \ 10-15 tons | Under 10 | Fngaged.
Over 25 20-25 | 15-20 and of 18 | tons and
| tons. tons. | toms. ft. keel & | of 18 ft.
upwards. | keel and
[ upwards.
Ringsend ... ! - — — 1 — 4
|
Arklow 1 — | — ; — 1 — b
Rosslare ... ™| — ‘ —- ; — 1 — 4
|
Schull I — — —_ — 1 4
|
Cushendun - - I — - 1 3
| |
Portavogie \ — - 5 — — 25
|
Amnnalong ... — 2 — | B ! 9
Clogher Head | —_ = = 1 s 5
|
Balbriggan ‘ 5 1 1 1 1 51
Skerries ... — — — 1 L 5
|
Loughshinney } — f - 1 - - | 6
Totals 5 | NI 9 6 i 3 121

| |

The Snurrevaad, invented by Jens Laursen Vaver, of Krejbjerg, in
1848, was introduced on the East Coast of Ireland by the Department in
1908, as a method of fishing specially suitable for the motor fishing vessels
which were being brought into use at the same time. Its use appears to
have some advantages, as compared with trawling, in regard to the power
required and the condition of the fish when landed. Save when deliberately
pushed into shallow water it also seems to involve less destruction of im-
mature fish; but from this point of view local by-laws have been found
desirable to close certain inshore areas and to fix a minimum size of mesh.
Varieties of the original plaice-seine have been developed in Denmark,
for the capture of haddock and other round fish in comparatively deep
water ; but these have not been tried, so far, on the Irish coast. During
the past year, the arrival of Danish vessels to land their catches on the
East Coast of Great Britain drew attention to the profitable nature of this
method of fishing, with the result that several steam vessels have been
fitted out for seining, not only on normal trawling grounds but also in places
closed to trawling. None of these steam vessels, however, seems to have
visited the Irish coast as yet. The Snurrevaad is frequently spoken of as
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a ““ Ring-net,” but that term was previously appropriated to a seine net
used in Co. Donegal.

REvIEW OF STATISTICS OF F1sH (EXCLUDING SALMON) LANDED.

According to the information furnished to the Department the total
quantity of sea fish (other than shell fish) landed in 1921 was 476,482 cwts.
valued at £360,977. As the corresponding figures for 1920 were 671,896
cwts. and £535,944 it will be seen that the returns show a decrease of 299,
in quantity and 339, in value.

Quantity of Fish (excluding shell fish) landed ; in thousands of cwis——— ——
Value of Fish (including shell fish) landed ; in thousands of £ — — ——
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Vii.
Including shell fish, but excluding salmon, the total value for 1921 was

£411,176. In 1920 this value was £596,849.

Appendix No. 1 (a) page 4 gives particulars of the average prices of
the various kinds of sea-fish during recent years, while the diagram (Fig. 2)
on page vi. shows the variations in the quantity and value of the annual
landings for the period 1900-21.

DuBLIN MARKET RETURNS.

The amount of sea fish captured by trawl and hook which passed through
the Dublin market during the year was 3,419 tons, being 161 tons more
than that of the previous year.

The fish received from steam trawlers included :—

Cwts. Cwts.
Black Soles .. s 136 Whiting .. - .. 7,601
Tu'rbot ¥ x i 72 Hake 5 . .. 1,331
Brill . iy 2 76 Gurnard .. = - 1,112
P]alCEE 2 - o 1,043 Coalfish .. .. A 2,077
Megrims 4. o 289 Ray 2 ¥ o 1,190
Dabs .. Tl A 1,163 Congeraa. . % 545 937
Cod | gaimden 8 1815 Haddock IR

The supplies of trawl and hook fish from other Irish sources were :(—

Tons.
Dublin Bay Boats (not
Steamers) -+ 138, principally Plaice, Dabs and Ray.

Howth o5 -+ 472, principally Cod.
(léallbrlggan -+ 152, principally Plaice, Dabs and Ray.
D? Wla}’ . -+ 236, principally Plaice, Ray, Whiting and Haddock.
Olgg el o -- 107, principally Plaice, Black Soles and Ray

ther localities -+ 8380, principally Cod, Plaice, Haddock, Whiting

and Ray.

About 10 tons of imported fresh fish were sold in the Market.

Bef’ldes the foregoing, there passed through the Dublin Market during the
year 3,970 barrels and 14,748 boxes of Irish fresh herrings and 41 barrels
of Irish cured }1err1ngs. 1,124 barrels of fresh herrings were imported from
Norway, and 39 boxes from Glasgow. 22 barrels of cured herrings were

imported from Lowestoft. The mackerel amounted to 312 barrels and 8,705
boxes of Irish caught fish,

The quantitles_of salmon, trout and shell-fish passing through the Market
are not recorded in a form capable of being reduced to a statistical statement
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SPRING MACKEREL FISHERY. Some 54,000 cwts. valued at [£22 684, were captured, being a decrease
of 60,000 cwts., and £42,350 on the figures for the previous season. Only
The total landings ol the Spring Mackerel Fishery had for many years ‘ 270 barrels were cured for exportation.
prior to 1914 been steadily declining. During the period of hostilities the
fishery showed a very decided improvement which it was hoped would be 32,000 cwts., or four-sevenths of the total capture, were landed at Bal- |
maintained in future seasons. Unfortunately, however, the decline in the timore. |
quantity landed in 1920, which was noticed in the Report for that year,
has been followed in 1921 by a very great further decrease. Detailed information as to the fishery appears in Appendix No. 3, page

Fig. 3 12, and a diagram (Fig. 3) illustrating the variations in the mackerel fish-
" eries during the past twenty-seven years is printed on page Vviii.
Quantities of Mackerel landed during the years 1895 to 1921 ; in
thousands of cwis.

|
\
|
\
|
MN LV RE S
o S_ S {; N S s > % %‘ " & :\1 é‘ N AUuTUMN MACKEREL FISHERY,
S S & .
. RIS T T = 145,500 cwts. valued at £61,000 were landed during the autumn mackerel
/895 > S Lol fishing season of the year 1921. In the previous season the figures were
1696 B = ; 168,000 cwts. and £75,000. The gradual decline in the landings at this
/897 o] I fishery appears to prevail on all coasts and this year’s fishery was of
/898 b e considerable importance only at certain of the County Kerry ports. For
/899 | To e instance, at the three ports of Knightstown, Ballinagall and Ballydonegan over
1900 —— e | ; one-third of the total quantity was taken.
/901 N 13 | " ) : :
i L .}o,gol? barrels we;e cm;ﬁecli1 for exlilortatmn as against 39,000 barrels in 1920.
e ‘urther details of the fishery will be found in Appendix No. 4, page 13.
/903 B y i “PER
1904 ,,i)
| =
/905 || 7 SUMMER HERRING FISHERY.
| 7906 O = ¥
i 1907 4 o<l i . ;
;! R P s During the years 1919 and 1920 the Summer Herring Fishery showed
‘i /908 ~d | very satisfactory improvement, but it is to be regretted that the season of
| /909| ?“5\\ 1921 was the worst experienced for very many years. Some 112,000 cwts. only
1940 M o 0 were landed yielding to the fishermen a sum of approximately £51,500,
1917 <= = while in the previous vear the 184,000 cwts. landed were valued at £116,000.
‘ 1912 T About 55 per cent. of the total capture was landed at the east coast ports of
| 15 o Howth, Kilkeel and Ardglass.
‘I /94 S 3
I }1 = The condition of the Central and Eastern European markets apd the
| /915 C(‘o_ > want of capital in the industry resulted in the curing (for exportation) of
G R L only 1,963 barrels or less than one-seventh of the export in 1920,
I 1917 Sl T
! el > ~F Detail_s of the fishery at the more important stations will be found in
! 1919 LA ] 1 Appendix 1_\T0. 5, page 14, and a diagram (Fig. 4) showing the fluctuations
!/920 | i o= f__.‘-—-—" of the herring fisheries during the past 17 years is printed on page x.
‘ /92/ o= o
E WINTER HERRING FISHERY.
Spring Mackerel —— =— m— — — —_—— During the winter herring fishing season only 23,000 cwts. valued at

Autumn Mackerel ‘ £11,600 were landed. These figures are the worst which have ever been
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recorded. At only six ports were catches in excess of 1,000 cwts. landed
and at three ports only (Buncrana, Howth and Kinsale) did the total value
of the capture exceed £1,000.

Fig. 4.

Quantities of Herrings landed during the years 1905 to 1921, in thousands
of cwis. :
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Note.—Herrings landed, from May to October, inclusive, are included under *“ Summer
Herring.”” Herrings landed from November to the following April are included under
“ Winter Herring.”’

Statistical information prior to the Winter Season of 191:-1912 published in the Annusal
Reports dealt with seasons of different extent, and, consequently, the figures given in those
Reports do not amount to the same totals as shown in above diagram.
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Only 60 barrels were cured for exportation.

In the previous season 47,000 cwts. valued at £28,000 were landed and
664 barrels were cured.

Details of the fishery will be found in Appendix No. 6, page 15.

WHALING.

Owing to the fall in price of oil, whale fishing operations were discontinued
during the year 1921 at the Elly Bay Station, situated on Blacksod Bay.

Loans

During the year ended 31st March, 1922, 32 applications were received
from 36 persons for loans amounting to £7,925 18s. 0d. 17 loans were
granted to 19 persons to the amount of £3,470. The sum actually issued
during the period was £4,341 18s. 5d., which covered part of loans previously
sanctioned. About 809, of this sum was for the provision of motor boats.

The promissory notes signed to secure principal and interest, inclusive
of £8,176 19s. 11d. of unrepaid notes taken over by the Department at
the commencement of their administration of fishery loans in non-congested
districts, amount to £153,516 11s. 10d. The amount repaid is £123,714 4s. 6d.
while securities on hand, which have not yet matured for payment, represent
£21,296 10s, 9d. ‘

The arrears of repayment of instalments reflect fairly clearly the general
economic condition of the sea fishing industry. The totals stood as follow
on the 31st March in each of the last five years :—1921, £5,626 4s. 6d;
1920, £799 6s. 4d.; 1919, £1,103 3s. 1d.; 1918, £1,465 4s. 3d.; 1917,
£2,607 18s. 8d. The aggregate amount written off as irrecoverable was
£1,817 11s. 5d. on the 31st March last.

Further particulars in connection with these loan transactions will be
found in Appendix No. 11, pages 21 to 23.

KELP.

A.Ccording to information received some 2,035 tons of kelp were exported
during the year 1921 as follows :—

Tons.
County Clare .. 0 . {4 .. 665
2 Galway o0 - S il 768
1 M.ayo i A S . i 125
3 Sligo .. oY Lk i i 130
»  Donegal M - 4 .. 347

The value of the kelp exported was approximately £9,760. In addition,

some 400 tons of dried seaweed, moss, etc., were exported, chiefly from the
coast of County Galway i

SHELL FISHERIES.

Ofﬁcers appointe(fl by the Department exercised supervision over the
public oyster fisheries at Kinsale and Waterford Harbours, at Claren-
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bridge (County Galway) and at Inishlyre (County Mayo) ; over the mussel
fisheries of Castlemaine Harbour, and the escallop fisheries in Connemara.

From information received by the Department it would appear that the
steps taken by them some years ago to resuscitate the oyster fishery of Kinsale
Harbour have been successful and the fishery there is now reported to be
satisfactory.

TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION.

The Department, as in previous years, again subsidised a class in net
mending at Kinsale. Practically all the pupils were drawn from the fishing
community and an average attendance of 20 was maintained throughout
the session. '

MARINE SUPERINTENDENCE.

During the year 1921 the Department reported to the Customs Authori-
ties four foreign steam trawlers for working in the extra-territorial parts of
areas in which steam trawling has been prohibited. The effect of such
action is to render fish taken by the trawlers liable to confiscation if landed
in the United Kingdom within two months of the date of the offence.

Four French lobster boats were prosecuted at thq in;tange _of the Com-
mander of H.M.S. “ Dee” for breaches of the territorial limits and fined

£4 and [1 costs in each case.

Ten cases of illegal trawling by British steam vessels, and one by a local
motor boat, were dealt with. The fines and costs imposed amounted to a

total of £879 19s. 2d.

During this year there occurred the first case in which a report under the
Trawling in Prohibited Areas Prevention Act of 1909 has been disputed.
On the 24th March, 1920, in consequence of a repqrt furnished by the
Department, the Customs Authorities in England seized a cargo of fish
landed by a Belgian steam trawler. In consequence of a claim to the fish
raised by the owners of the vessel, proceedings for its condemnation were

instituted in the High Court, but the case has not yet been brought to tria]
Piers aND HARBOURS.

Arklow (Co. Wicklow).—During the year 1921 the Department’s suction
dredger * Fag-an-Bealach,” in 11 days’ working, removed 8,160 cubic
yards of sand from the approaches to the harbour.

Helvick (Co. Waterford).—The construction of the new harbour was
completed at a total cost of £47, 560. The works consist of a pier running
in a north-westerly direction for 233 feet and thence westward for a further
300 feet, the latter portion having a depth alongside of 1} fathoms at low
water of spring tides. The paved surface of the pier is about 24 feet wide,
and the shelter wall on the seaward side is carried to 15} feet above high
water. On the Western side, a breakwater running NNE., 200 feet long,
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completes the enclosure of an area approximately 1} acres in extent at low
water. Within the harbour a boat slip was built, and an evenly graded
approach road was carried down to the pier.

The Department’s suction dredger worked at Helvick for 45} days and
removed 12,222 cubic yards of sand.

Dungarvan (Co. Waterford).—The suction dredger worked at the inner
harbour for 21 days, removing 2,270 cubic yards of sand.

Knockadoon (Co. Cork).—The construction of the breakwater, or shelter
wall, 276 feet in length, was completed during the year 1921. Owing to the
difficulty in obtaining explosives, work in connection with the excavation
and clearing of the berthage and the approach to the slip was seriously
delayed, but everything has since been completed.

Balbriggan (Co. Dublin).—The suction dredger worked at Balbriggan
9 days, removing 2,088 cubic yards of sand from the entrance and outer
harbour.

Clogher Head (Co. Louth).—A sum of £5,000 was provided by the Inter-
departmental Committee for the employment of demobilised men for a
scheme of harbour improvement at Port Oriel (Clogher Head), and the
Department provided the necessary plant and carried out the work. The
improvements consisted of the cutting down of cliffs surrounding an inner
harbour or basin, the formation of quays, the construction of an approach
road, and various minor items. The works were well advanced at the close
of the year and have since been completed.

Annagassan (Co. Louth).—The Inter-departmental Committee for the
employment of demobilised men made a grant of £500 for the removal of
a shoal in the approach channel to the berthage and £930 for the pro-
tection of the river bank at Annagassan, where serious erosion was taking
place. The stone for the latter purpose was obtained from the works in
progress at Clogher Head, and the work was carried out by the Department,
340 lineal feet of the river bank being protected by pitching with a concrete
toe and cope and concrete division walls.

In continuation of returns given in previous Reports, it is recorded that
during the year ended 31st March, 1922, the expenditure by the Commis-
sioners of Public Works on Burtonport Harbour was £50 17s. 8d.

BY-LAWS.

Since the date of our Jast Report, one By-Law came into operation re-

stricting the use in Dundrum Bay of Seine or Draft Nets hauled by
steam or motor power.

A number of By-Laws were made by the Department and promulgated

but have not been confirmed, pending the establishment of new procedure
for that purpose.



INLAND FISHERIES.

SaLMonN FISHERIES.

From information supplied by the Irish Railway Companies it would
appear that the season of 1921 was the best for many years. Out_of a total
of 21,813 packages of salmon sold at Billingsgate market during 1921,
7,887 came from Ireland. The number of packages of Irish salmon sod there
in 1920 was 5,344.

It will be seen from the following statement that the quantity of salmon
captured by drift nets off the coast between Roundstone (Co. Galway)
and Portrush (Co. Antrim), although showing a great improvement on the
previous year, was much below the average :—

Year. No. of fish landed. Weight in cwts.
1905, 38,122 2,160
1906, 57,589 3,313
1907, 41,354 2,367
1908, 33,953 2,031
1909, 84,668 4,937
1910, 66,274 3,844
1911, 85,614 4,909
1912, 68,220 3,944
1913, 63,772 3,822
1914, 53,824 3,274
1915, 31,725 . 1,783
1916, 20,141 1,103
1917, 26,657 1,520
1918, 30,256 1,580
1919, 38,207 2,142
1920, 10,721 615
1921, 18,544 1,145

From the reports submitted by the Clerks to Boards of Conservators,
which are summarised .in Appendix No. 17, page 46, it would appear
that the take of salmon by nets and weirs was In nearly all districts greater
than in the previous year. The quantity of grilse captured was less than in
1920,

Angling results were generally not good, particularly after the Spring,
owing to the exceptionally dry season. In the Letterkenny and Coleraine
Districts, however, the angling season was stated to be good. The number
of visiting anglers was much less than usual, owing to the disturbed state

of the country.

Some suspected cases of salmon disease are mentioned and cases of
poisoning by spurge are again reported from the south western districts.
Salmon were observed to be dying in the River Liffey during the month of
July. The cause of the mortality would appear to have arisen from the
low state of the river accompanied by a high temperature. Fish are alleged
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to have been destroyed by the use of dynamite and hand grenades in the
Sligo district, and the northern rivers as usual suffered from pollution by
flax water.

The cases of poaching detected diminished and the illegalities were practi-
cally all committed by unlicensed persons.

The quantity of breeding fish observed during last winter in the rivers,
taken as a whole, seems to have been about the same as in the previous one,

The estimated output of salmon fry from hatcheries in the season of
1921-22 was 4,685,700. Over 3,000,000 salmon fry were turned out from
the Lismore Hatchery.

The amount of Licence Duty received by the Boards of Conservators
during the year 1921, was £7,612 5s. 0d.

Particulars of the captures at certain of the more important Salmon
Fisheries are as follows :—

Waterford District.

The number of salmon captured at Cahir Park Rod Fishery, on the river
Suir, was 31, weighing 452 lbs., and at Neddin’s Water, 33, weighing
495 1Ibs. ,

Lismore District.

The take of salmon and grilse at the Blackwater Fishery was 129, above
the average for the 25 years ended 1899. Salmon was 259, above and grilse
859, below the average of the nine years ended 1899.

At Dromana Fishery the catch was 706 salmon.

Kenmare District.

The fishing season at the Blackwater (Co. Kerry) Fishery was curtailed

‘by weather conditions, and the results were 66% below the average for the
25 years ended 1899,

Waterville District.

The aggregate weight of the 979 salmon taken at Waterville Weir exceeded
that in any year since 1841. The number caught was 539% in excess of
the average for the 24 years 1875-98. The good results were attributable
to the open weather and favourable freshets in the early part of the season,

Killarney District.

?he take of salmon at the Laune Fishery below Killorglin Bridge was
36% under the average for the 24 years ended 1898. The deficiency was
due to the ab_sence of grilse and the cessation of fishing in July as a result
of lack of 1‘311“'?1}’ facilities and obstruction to road traffic between Kill-

orglin and Tralee. The fishing up to the end of May was the best for 52
years.
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Ballina District.

In the Moy Fishery the number of salmon and trout caught was 319,
below the average for the 25 years ended 1899. A great shortage of grilse
is reported but Spring fish were above the average.

In respect of the year ended 31st March, 1922 the Department sanc-
tioned grants amounting to £3,351 6s. 10d. to assist in the improvement
and protection of inland fisheries. An expenditure, as specified below of
£3,216 17s. 11d. was actually made from this source :

£Los. d

Dublin Conservators o o i 4 - " 40 0 0
Wexford Iz o s s . i .. 100 0 O
Watertord 5 s " e w i .. 100 0 O
Cork i - o = o .. 309 6 0
Skibbereen.. ,, "y . s o .. . 25 0 0
Kenmare 5 o . X b o o 42 0 0
Waterville o " [ " i i i 32 0 0
Killarney i Y i 4 1 o .. 186 0 0
i1 3 Cromane Patrol el » ) ” 89 10 0
Limerick 5 - s e o e .. 1,000 0 0O
= (Feale and Cashen Committee) s . | 100 0 0
Galway Conservators .. - = " E. g 40 0 0
(L. Mask and Carra Fishery Association). . we | B0 0N
Connemara Conservators i o ; 30 0 0
Bangor r] o ‘s S ! 2! 40 0 0
Ballina . .. < ;s o LE Lk 800 O
Sligo o - i .. ' 100 0 0
Londonderry 80 0 0
Coleraine 5 » Lk o o s .. 120 0 0O
Drogheda £ P o o " o . 40 0 0
L. Sheelin Trout Protection Association. 12 .. e 12 10 0
Camcor and Little Brosna Fishery Association e G 715 0
Derravarragh Anglers’ Association - .. o - 1?: 16 8
L. Corrib Fisheries Association 5. e o 25 0 0
Miscellaneous Purposes and Hatcherie - - s 334 0 3
Total ws el S18 17 31

ErL FISHERIES.

The Irish eel fisheries during the year 1921 appear to have shown little
alteration from their condition in the previous year. Some 519 tons were
conveyed over the various Irish railway systems, a slight increase over the
quantity for 1920.

During the year 65 coghills, 187 gaps or eyes, 1 trap and 2 long lines
were licensed for the capture of eels,
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) Notes relative to certain of the Districts where the eel fisheries are of
importance are appended :—

Limerick District—The eel fishing season was reported to have been
one of the best for many years.

Galway District.—About 60 persons took part in the eel fisheries which
showed some small improvement.

Ballina District.—Heavy floods injured the fishery and in consequence
the total value of the consignments to English markets was less than in
either of the two preceding seasons.

Coleraine District—The eel fisheries, which have been declining for
several years, showed in the season of 1921-2 a decrease of almost 50 per

cent. on the;gapture in the previous season. The consignments to English
markets realised about £16,000.

Dundalk District—About £330 worth was marketed by the 30 persons
engaged, but the fishery generally is declining.

Drogheda District.—The exceptionally dry season resulted in an un-
satisfactory fishery.

PoOLLEN FISHERIES. s
The pollen fisheries of Lough Neagh during the year 1921 were much
less productive than in previous years. Their decline is attributed to a
decided diminution in the quantity of pollen in the Lough, as well as to
a continuance of the activities of the * water cricket” which in recent years
has proved immensely destructive to nets.

The prices obtained for the fish, which were again forwarded to English
ma‘)rl.{ets, were similar to those secured in 1920.
4 26 tra?mel and 150 draft net licences for the taking of pollen were issued
urng the year and a revenue of £251 was derived from this source.

SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATIONS.

thiws; ‘:Z;\;ﬁ I?Um;)er of cruises were made in the area South of Ireland,
i e .hS Ol sea temperature and salinity from which are being
c ; let 'C}_IOSG_ of the English and French fishery authorities, and
IS)Y‘;Pal:‘I?'h OI'IEHibllcatm.n by the International Council for the Study of the
frf) e Cori ':Ldo e (1ffthls large area bounded roughly by lines drawn south
i cast from Ushant, in which a mingling of coastal and oceanic
E’Va er _3h331P ace, seems to form a breeding ground in spring and summer
or a rich plankton fauga consisting principally of Copepods such as Calanus
and Pseudocalanus, which must make it an important feeding ground for
such pelagic ﬁshes as mackerel, herring and pilchards. Irish investigations
ndicate that its western limit lies in the neighbourhood of the 100-fathom

ine where the Atlantic drift from the southward impinges on the Con-






