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REPORT

OF THE

INSPECTORS OF IRISH FISHERIES

ON THE

'SEA AND INLAND FISHERIES OF IRELAND, FOR 1877,

TO HIS GRACE JOHN WINSTON, DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH, K.G,
&c., &c., &c.
LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND.

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR (GRACE,

In conformity with the 112th sec. of 5th & 6th Vic., cap. 106, we beg to submit our
Report for the year 1877, being the ninth since our appointment.

StA FISHERIES.

According to the Coast Guard returns furnished to us, the number of craft of all
descriptions engaged in fishing for sale in 1877 was 5,382, and the crews 20,393, consist-
ing of 19,615 men and 778 boys. y

Of these there were solely engaged in fishing 1,547 vessels and boats, having 6,405
men and boys, partially engaged, 3,835 vessels and boats, and 13,988 men and boys.

Full particulars will be found in the Appendices as to classification of crafts and crews.

Tt will be seen that there are now two instead of as heretofore three heads—as it has
been deemed well to combine under one those solely and nearly altogether engaged in
fishing. ; i

There is a seeming decrease, as compared with last year, of 583 vessels and boats,
and 3,300 in the crews, or 3,158 men and 142 boys. ‘

This apparent diminution, particularly as regards the men, we believe to be consider-
ably beyond the reality, for the reasons stated in previous reports, viz., having hitherto
found considerable difficulty in ascertaining satisfactorily the amount of the crews.

In some places it was the practice, as soon as the number of boats was obtained, to
apportion to each as many men as it was deemed necessary for her working. This plan
was most fallacious, as it frequently happened that the same men helped to man two or
more boats—particularly those only partially engaged in fishing.  To obviate, if possible
such errors, we directed this year that the names of the crafts and crews belonging to
each class should be ascertained.

Greater accuracy has thus been obtained, particularly as regards the number ot
fishermen.

The result has been to show a diminished number of fishermen, but it is extremely
difficult to pronounce, from the reasons given, as to_any actual diminution. 'We have
no doubt that in preceding years more than the nwmber actually in existence were made
to appear in the returns furnished to us. i

As the statistics for the future will be taken on the same principle as this year they
may be looked on as reliable, and a comparison may be more tairly made between the
figures of 1877 and 1878 than between those of 1876 and 1877.

In our report last year we stated that the want of a properly equipped vessel attached
to our department prevents us having an advantage for which for some years We have
strongly represented the necessity for the purpose of enabling us to make useful investi-
gations, to visit islands usually difficult of access, and to aid in enforcing the fishery
laws. We have felt this want particularly during the last year.

We were led to hope that this great requirement for the efficiency of our Department
would ere this have been met, as the necessity was fully admitted ; but unfortunately we
have been again disappointed. We feel bound in the interest of the fisheries to bring
the matter once more under the notice of Your Grace.

The cOlld_ﬂct of the fishermen as usual has been reported by the officers of Coast Guard
as most satisfactory.
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We have again to express our regret that in consequence of the improvements going
on at Ardglass Harbour and those contemplated at Arklow, the Treasury have for some
time suspended grants for smaller harbours. This decision has prevented some works
from being proceeded with that would have proved most useful to the fisheries and saved
many engaged in them from much risk and hardship. .

The prohibition against trawling in certain parts of Galway Bay have been removed,
but the restrictions preventing this mode of fishing within three miles of boats engaged
in herring and mackerel fishing remain unaltered. We expect that this will msuli? in
increased capture, and stimulate fishing enterprise in that locality. ,

We contemplate holding inquiries this year with a view of ascertaining whether it
would be desirable to make some change in the regulations respecting trawling along
some portions of the Fast Coast. ”

. We have made arrangements for carrying out the Act of last session, imposing restric-
tions on the taking of crabs and lobsters under 4} inches across the broadest part of the
back for the former, and 8 inches for lobsters from the tip of beak to the end of the tail,
and regret that so far as Ireland is concerned, that our recommendation was not adopted
to limit the size of lobsters to 9 inches and crabs to 5 inches.

_ There is nothing to be said respecting the oyster fisheries beyond what was contained
In our reports for some years back.

Very little spat was obtained in 1877.

Two new licences were granted and Six withdrawn.

On the 118 that now exist there is but little doing in the way of cultivation; on
many of them nothing. Most of the natural banks are almost unproductive.

The by-laws we have made for their protection in most cases we are unable to enforce,
owing to the insufficiency of the Coast Guard and not having means at our disposal for
providing special protection. )

The chief public fishery off Arklow yielded 8,706 barrels, producing same amount in
pounds sterling.

But as dredging there is dependent on the weather aqd the state of the.Bar at the
entrance of the Harbour it is difficult to make a comparison as to productiveness be-
tween_ one year and another. g

Owing to the deficiency of young stock vast quantities are imported from France,
and, on the whole, turn out well. ;
~ Your Grace having approved of one of this Department proceeding to France to obtain
information as to the state of the oyster fisheries there, particularly as to the alleged
success of culture, and to ascertain any useful facts likely to be practlc_a]ly applicable to
those beds, the circumstances of which most nearly correspond with those of the
oyster beds on the Irish Coast, Major Hayes was requested by his coll_eagues to perform
the duty. As his report has been presented to Parliament we feel it unnecessary to
say more than that it must be manifest from the views he expresses, in which we
coneur, that nothine effective can be done towards renovating some of the neay]
exhausted public be?ls, where thereis a probability of recovery and otherwise beneﬁting
our oyster fisheries, unless increased legal powers be conferred on us, not only for thg
making of additional by-laws but also for to stringently enforce them.

Quite as essential, too, would be the placing of sufficient funds at our comman( foy
the stockin g of beds and trying experiments. We expect that some of the outlay might
hereafter be met by charging an adequate license for dredging on grounds rendered
more valuable by the expenditure of public funds. Other sources of income, such as
rent for concessions, might also be devised towards expenses.

Sare oF Spa Fisg 1N ExcrisE MARKETS.

A reference to A ppendix 4, page 49, will show that at nine places in England the ga],
of ].'I_ei‘l‘ings, Mackerel and CodD from Ireland, in 1877, amounted to £538,255. In
a;'ddmou to this there were vast ciua,ntities sent to other places in England, and algy 1o
Scotland, of which there is no record, besides what was retained for home consumption.
£ good deal of the choice descriptions of fish not enumerated in the table, such as
Turbot, Plaice and Sole, are sent away.

Lohsterg_-,) Crabs, Cockles, Mussels and Periwinkles, must realize a large amount.

The Herring Fisheries.
We are only in a position to give with accuracy the capture brought into eight places
on the East Coast and at Kinsale.
__It‘ amounted to 284,424 mease, averaging £1 5s. 9d. per mease, as compared with
178,392 at £1 7s. 3d. last year.

A.;:ou]nd other portions of the coast for which we have no returns large quantities
were taken,
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Herrixe Fisuery, 1877, at the undermentioned Places.

Boats employed,
and highest number on Total Capture. | Average Price.
any one day.
Mease. £.stld.
| | Cornish, . 243
Howth, betweer: 2nd June and 29th ] | Scotch, . 22@ 65.396 1 8 0
December, 1877. Manx, . 175 4
TIrish, . 232
Arklow, between 9th June and 29th :
December, 1877, ; ; ; ; — 11,449 1 4 4
Kinsale, between 10th March and 17th
October, 1877, . i ; ; ; — 1,686 114 0
Greenore, between 16th June and 29th
November, 1877, . : . : — 21,087 S
Ardglass, between 11th June and 2nd
December, 1877, ; v : : — 116,114 1 2%
Omeath and Warrenpoint, 26th June
to 17th November, 1877, . ; " — 1,262 1 3 3
Kilkeel, between 1st June and 1st No-
wember, 1877, . . . . . — 5,500 L.0..0
Annalong, . . . i . . s 60,000 1 5 0
Courtown, : : ; g . — 2,000 1 5 0
284,424 lyd 9

The Mackerel Fishery.

The returns from the Kinsale fishery for 1877 show a gross capture of 114,562 boxes
of sixscore fish each, realizing prices varying from 8s. 7d. to 95s. 5d. per box, and
producing in the aggregate £120,398, being an average of about 21s. per box.

In the early part of the fishing season the temperature was unusually low, which it
is alleged prevented the fish coming to the surface, and as a result leading to a lesser
capture than would otherwise have occurred. It is stated that the temperature in the
month of April was five degrees below the average, and the lowest on record for the last
fourteen years. )

Unusually boisterous weather was also experienced during that month—one very
severe gale on the 25th caused the loss of some complete trains of nets, besides partial
loss and much damage to many others, and endangering the lives of several crews.

As it is evident that much of this loss might have been prevented if the port of
Kinsale had been supplied with the usual storm signals which have been furnished to
many places around the coasts of the United Kingdom, we felt it our duty some time
back to represent the matter to the authorities; and we trust this may lead
to the establishment by the Meteorological Department of the necessary signals so that
the valuable fishing fleet at Kinsale may receive timely warning of approaching gales
and avoid many of the risks to which they have been hitherto exposed.

There were 229 English and Manx boats, 15 Scotch, and 142 Irish attending the
mackerel fishing of 1877, bein g an increase of Irish boats as compared with 1876 of nine
and as compared with 1871 of no less than seventy-two.

Tt is satisfactory to find that the principal development of this important fishery has
of late years been more the result of home enterprise than of that of the sister country
—this is shown by the increase of seventy-two Irish boats as compared with thirty-two
English and Manx since 1871.

That the fishing if judiciously pursued is a profitable one may be inferred from
figures given in previous reports, and it is alleged that as much as £50 per man has been
carned In a season by some crews, whilst the average earnings are between £20 and
£30, besides provisions, for about 3% months work, the profits to the boat owner being
in proportion to the amounts earned by the fishermen.

A new boat properly provided with nets complete would cost about £700; but,
taking the fleet as it was in 1877, the average value of the boats has been taken by
competent authority to be about £550 each, which for a total of 386 boats would amount
to £212,300, irrespective of about 118 French luggers, each averaging over sixty tons,
with a crew of eighteen men.

The employment given by the mackerel fishery is very considerable, and is the means
of circ_ulc'}ting a great deal of money in the adjoining localities. . This will be at once seen
when 1t 18 mentioned that about 100 yawls, each manned by six men, are employed by
the buyers during the season to enable them to meet the boats coming in {rom the fishing
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ground. These take 600 men besides 300 additional employed as packers, carters, &e.,
each receiving about 25s. per week wages. Their weekly earnings thus amount to over
£1,100, and taken for the season of fourteen or fifteen weeks, would come to in rough
numbers fifteen or sixteen thousand pounds.

Besides the foregoing there was the usual number of steamers employed conveying
the fish to England, and hulks for the storing of ice, &c.

It is estimated that not more than about one-fortieth part of the fish captured is
consumed in Ireland. ' ;

Large quantities of mackerel are captured at other places around the coast by
the local fishermen, and consumed in the country, but of these we are unable to
obtain statistics.

Tae PiLcEARD FISHERY.

Although pilchards in considerable quantities appeared off various places on the coasts
of Cork and Kerry during 1877, yet the shoals generally were by no means so numerous
as in other years, and in most cases where they were observed they kept further from
the shore—and very few were captured. .

Off Granfeen station, county Cork, they appeared from August to October.

Off Glandore, where in former years great quantities have been seen, but few appeared.

Off Barlogue large quantities were observed, but at a distance of from two to three
miles from the shore.

In the county Kerry—at Allihies, Ballycrovane, Kells, Ventry, and Bi}uydayid
stations they were seen in some quantity—and at the latter station in Smerwick
harbour, they were close in shore from September to December. _

During the year a small company was established for the purpose of carrying on the
pilchard fishing and curing ; the place sclected was Baltimore, near Skibbereen ; stores
were provided, boats and gear, with experienced fishermen, were brought over from
Cornwall ; but, unfortunately, their first season ]:_La,s resulted unsuccessfullx.

It is supposed that unfavourable weather, which affected other sea,ﬁshmgs also, was
the cause; but it is to be earnestly hoped that the present years operations may
prove a success, and lead to a much greater development of this important fishing than
has yet been attempted. e :

It appears to be questionable whether the most eligible site has been selected for the
operations of this Company ; but, doubtless, in previous years IMICGNSC quantities of
Pilchards have appeared in the locality. It may be worth the consideration of those
interested in the enterprise, whether it might not be judicious to arrange for informa-
tion to be sent to Baltimore from time to time, as to the appearance of shoals of Pilchards
along the coasts from the various coast-guard stations.

Tisaery Piers AND HARBOURS.

The following information has been furnished by the Board of VYOTkS in reference to
the harbours recommended by this department in 1874 and 1875, none having been
since recommended in consequence of the decision of the Treasury not to make further

grants for the present :—

CIHE’,“O“MY Limerick, . . X 1 g ?omfleif;il‘é Transferred to county.

Gl gy Lty L DL B e oy

Greystones, cousty Wieklow, Nofml:fl«:gﬂjrlx:.andahon, Engineer's report not being

i . inoi N aminati t yet made,
Poul-Huryin, Gortalia, county Donegal, Engineer’s examination not y de

Malinbeg, county Donegal, o . . . H Ly iy

Port-Oriel, Clogher H.ez?d, county Louth, . 3 .. In progress.

Inisboflin, county Gulway, . ; : : . Completed, Transferred to county.

Inighark, county Galway, : ; 7 3 . Do. )4 G,

Tawney, county Donegal, . . d . Engineer’s examination not yet made,

Muckrogs, county Donegal, . . . . - Do. do.

Sallysaggart, county Donegal, . : . . . Bo., do.

Scattery Island, county Clare, . . . . . Engineer'sestimate £700. Communicated to memq.

rialists—no reply.
Bournapeaka, Ballyvaughan, county Clare, In progress.
_Smeerogl_le or Poalally, county Galway, " Engineer’s examination not yet A, -
Molranny, county Mayo, . # : - " . [Engineer’s estimate sent to memorialists, A oc0o
presentment and contribution. ke
Inquiry as to the best site still pending,

Scilly, Kinsale, county Cork, . : .
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Burton Port, county Donegal, « s « « o Engineer's estimatecommunicated to the memorialists
who propose a smaller sum.

Rathmullan, county Donegal, Completed. Transferred to county.

North Harbour or Kearn’s Port, Cape Clear, county
Cork, . . s a e . In progress.

Ardglass, count-y Down, . . . g . . Do.
Cheekpoint, county Waterford, . . Not yet reported on by Engineer.

ReprropucTivE Loax Fuxb,

Reports will be found at pages 19-22 from each Inspector, withregard to the adminis-
tration of this fund in our respective divisions.

The amount available for 1877 was £6,507. The sum applied for, £9,310, embracing
469 applications and comprising 984 persons.

216 loans comprising 416 persons for £3,375 were recommended. 16 loans were
cancelled or not perfected for £194, so that £3,267 was actually issued on 208 loans.

In the county Limerick £618 available, was not applied for. County Leitrim £324 do.

In county Sligo £205 was issued out of £455 available, and in the county Kerry"
£114 only was taken up out of £2,160 available. In all the other counties as will be
seen at Appendix 4, page  the amount sought for exceeded the fund available.

For the three years since the passing of the Act £14,474 has been advanced for loans.
Up to the present only £61 8s. 6d. remained overdue on the instalments, and for 1877
the small sum of £3 11s. 0d. so that while we venture to claim some credit for the care
exercised in not recommending any persons for loans unless properly secured—we fully
recognise the laudable efforts made both by borrowers and securities to meet their engage-
ments.

With regard to the a.pp]igation of .the money we have only to repeat our statement
of last year, that in some instances it has not been as fully applied to the purposes
intended as it should have been ; but that generally speaking it had been fairly applied,
and benefits resulted to the fishermen and an impetus given to fishing industry. All
things considered, both as regards the punctual payment of the instalments, and the benefit
resulting to the fishermen and to the consumer, we submit that the experiment as
regards loans, has proved satisfactory, and consider that good results would follow from.
an extension of the system.

STATE OF THE SEA FISHERIES.

DusLiy Divisiox,

From Howth to Greystones, both stations inclusive. According to the Coast Guard
returns, there are in this division 199 fishing craft, and employed in same 555 men and
64 boys, as compared with 176 vessels and boats, 647 men and 116 boys in 1876, being
93 more craft and 144 less crews.

The number of vessels and boats solely engaged in fishing in 1877 wag 188, and crews
619 ; partially engaged, 11 boats.

No crews are returned for the latter boats. 1t is stated that they are manned out of
the third class crews of the craft solely engaged in fishing.

Last year for the 21 boats returned as partially engaged in fishing there was assigned
133 men and boys. If wehad not this year adopted the plan alluded to in the preceding
part of our report, of having every man named for the craft to which he belonged, it is
likely that at least 40 would be assigned to those 11 boats which it appears are manned
when occasion requires from other craft whose crews arve enumerated. This no doubt
holds good with regard to several other divisions, and will account for much of the
seeming decrease that has taken place in the crews since last year.

Trawling, and long and short lines and draft nets are the modes of capture.

Flat fish, cod, haddock, and herring are chiefly taken.

The fishermen well provided with boats and gear.

Particulars as to capture of herrings in preceding part of report.

No natural oyster beds, but oysters for fattening purposes are laid down at Clentarf
and Sutton.

Lobster and crab fishing very small, and decreasing.

No part of division ungu&l‘ded.
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Arxrow Divisiox.-

From the Breaches, County Wicklow, North, to the Sluices, near Cahore, County
‘Wezxford, South, a length of 564 miles.

No portion of this division unguarded. ,

The Coastguard Returns show as employed in the fisheries during 1877, 342 vessels
1,631 men, and nine boys, which, as compared with our report of last year, would give
an apparent increase of 2 vessels, but a decrease of 284 men and 16 boys. °

O_f' the boats, 6 were of the first class, 277 second, and 59 of the third.

Flsh. principally captured—Cod and herrings, the latter most-abundant. The mode
of fishing is by lines and trawls.

There were 8,706 barrels of oysters taken from the Banks—the price obtained aver-
aging 20s. per barrel—realizing a sum of £8,706. In 1876 the amount was under £7,000

More spat was observed in 1877 than in the previous year. i

Nothing worthy of note in notice of the fisheries has occurred since last report.

Nothing has yet been done with the object of placing the harbour in a satisfactory
condition. It is much to be desired that another year may not be allowed to pass without
some determined efforts being made to render it safe and easy of access. i

‘Wexrorp DIVISION,
From the Sluices near Cahore to Bannow Bay.

The Harbour of Wexford, from Rosslare to Raven Point, is unguarded, being under the
control pf !}h_e Customs authorities. i

In this division there are 164 boats, 661 men, and one boy engaged in sea-fishing. Of
these 15 are first-class boats, 137 second, and 12 third. i

SOIEI_Y_ engaged in fishing, 61 boats and 162 men; partially, 103 boats, 499 men, and one
boy. Fish generally captured—Herrings, mackerel, cod, bream, &ec.

T'he modes of fishing are drift and trawl nets, hand and long lines.

Considerable shoals of herrings were within half a mile of the coast in October—for
the:se there were adequate means of capture—but not so with regard to mackerel
which appeared in large quantities during August and September. y

L_obsters of good size and fine quality are taken in considerable numbers.

Fishermen reported to be orderly—nothing of interest to record since report for 1876,

WaTErRFORD DIvISION.

From East Bank of Bannow Ferry to Ballyvoile Head, north of Dungarvan
Harbour.

This lelSlO_n extends along the coast for a distance of 62} miles, all of which is
gu%}'ded; but in the Estuaries the following portions are unguarded :—
8 -rlom. Oyster Point to Wellington Bridge, 5 miles; from Ballyhack to Fisherstown
miles; from Glass House to Rochestown, 7 miles ; from Church Point to Blackro k,
IOImllgs; total 30 miles. 4
N the division there are 124 boats, 332 men, and 19 boys employed in
ﬁsl(l)etz'ls}.j;—Qbﬁrst c;llqss boats, 91 second class, and 24 third Class'y £y i
: above there are solely engaged in fishing, 14 boats, 3 ' ;
tlar_léy so engaged, 110 boats, 29.2)7 men, 11 boys. ] -y
A ﬁi fish p&-mclpally taken are plaice, soles, turbot, brill, bream, cod, hake, ling, mackerel,
1e%1 El.él sprats, and occasionally herrings in large quantities.
he Oles of fishing are trawling, seines, long-lines, hand-lines, &e.
. ¢ g shoals of mackerel and sprats in all the small bays were 2L658 T0A0ES In huly
gust, and September, and some herrings later in the season. J

It is estimate . 1 :
bkt il 1811’;‘}.13(.(1 that about 10,000 lobsters and three times that quantity of crabs were

The fishermen are

and orderly, generally not well supplied with gear. They are reported as quiet

and no conflicts have ocecurred.

” Youarar Division.
4 ; i 1
rom Ballyvoile Head, near Dungarvan, to Ballycottin ; a distance of 561 miles,

T * 3 v ~ .

Fi’tn%{‘jaéi?in—i)f; 1v'r)1‘n %ﬂlicor.t Point to Ballyvoile Bridge, two mil('-zs ; fromMine Head,

Point, five miles : ffé;n (C'«it;l Sl‘:h.and thl"eei(llu?,l‘.tur Im_l(:.s' - f‘rom. Goafi IS];};‘ld to Ferry
The Coast G ; B J"c.; \.’V-J iam to Ba yL-l.]V{L.IlG, five pnleS_, total, 183 mileg,

oast Guard returns show as engaged in the sea fisheries 116 boats, 535 men

viz.:—12 first-class boats, 62 second-class and 42 third-class. ’ Of: =
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46 boats, 295 men, and 1 boy are shown as solely engaged in fishing, and 70 boats, 240
men, and 2 boys, only partially so engaged.

Hake, cod, ling, plaice, soles, mackerel, bream, whiting, and large quantities of sprats
abound in the distriet. It is reported that Dungarvan Bay was latterly much infested
with dog fish. The mode of fishing is by trawls, trammels, seines, and hand lines.

Large shoals of mackerel and sprats ; not adequate means of capturing the former.

Mackerel in Dungarvan Bay in August and September. Sprats in Ardmore and
Youghal Bays in December, close to the shore.

Tt is estimated that about 4,500 lobsters, and 3,000 crabs were taken at Mine Head
and Ardmore Bays. Means of capture said to be insufficient.

Quecxstrowx Divisiox. ,

From Garryroe, in Ballycottin Bay, West, to Lane’s Cottages, Ringabella Point, East.
Length of coast, 110 miles.

Unguarded portion of division :—All the estuary of Cork Harbour, from and includ-
ing Queenstown to the City of Cork. _

The returns show that 198 boats, 611 men, and 41 boys were engaged in the sea
fisheries in 1877, viz.:—>5 first-class boats, 101 second-class, and 92 third class. Of these
104 boats, 367 men, 28 boys, were solely engaged in fishing, and 94 boats, 244 men, and
13 boys only partially so engaged. _

Fish generally captured—Turbots, sole, plaice, conger, mackerel, hake, cod, pollock,
whiting, bream, gurnard, and sprats. . .

The fishing is done by means of trawls, long ‘hnes, hand lines, and seines.

The fishermen are reported orderly. Nothing of any importance has occurred since

report for 1876.
Kixsare Divisiox.

From Myrtleville Point, East, to Galley Head, West ; a distance of 110 miles.

Unguarded portions :—From Barry’s Head toFlat Head (Oyster Haven) 13 miles; from
Muckross to Virgin Mary Point, Dunny Cove, 3 miles 180 yards; total 4 miles 1,500

ards. ‘

In 1877 there were 369 boats, 1,685 men, and 98 boys reported to have been engaged
in the sea fisheries, viz. :—70 first-class boats, 112 second-class, and 187 third-class. Of
these 90 boats, 455 men, and 44 boys were solely engaged in fishing, and 279 boats,
1,230 men, and 54 boys as only partially engaged.

The fish found in the greatest quantities off .ﬂ}lS division are mackerel, herring, sprats,
-pilchards, bream, pollock, cod, hake, soles, whitings, and scad. Pilchards are seen in
large quantities, but are not much caught, there being no market for them.

Mode of ﬁshing—Trawling_. seining, trammels, spillers, and hand lines.

Mackerel and herrings in quantities from March to June, when the principal fishing
takes place. Mackerel in quantities seen later in the season, but not many captured.

About 1,800 lobsters are estimated to have been taken during the year.

Fishermen ave reported to be orderly and well behaved.

Representations have been made to the authorities with the hope that a storm drum
signal station may be established at Kinsale, so that timely warning may be given to the
fishermen of approaching gales.

© SKIBBEREEN DIVISIOX,

From Galley Head to Snave Bridge—about 170 miles.

Unguarded about 70 miles, viz., Three Castles Head to Carberry Island, Carberry
Island to Snave Bridge ; from Rinks Castle to Ballydehob, besides the Islands of Clear,
Sheskin, Ringarogy, Long, Castle, Horse, and other smaller ones, occasionally visited.

The returns from Coastguard show that in 1877 there were 320 boats, 1,265 men, and
94 boys, employed in the sea fisheries; of these 91 boats, 361 men, and 25 boys, have
been solely engaged in fishing ; and 229 boats, 904 men, and 69 boys, partially engaged.

This shows an_immense diminution of both men and boats as compared with last
year.

The fish frequenting this coast are cod, ling, mackerel, hake, pollock, bream, scad,
pilchards, &e. The fishing in 1877 1s represented as having been very poor.

Most of the usual modes of fishing are pmctised along this coast.

The quantity of lobsters taken is oestimated at from G to 70C dozen per month during
the season.

The fishermen reported to be well-behaved and orderly.
B






