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	Date
	Class Level
4th – 6th 
	Subject
ENGLISH

	Strand: ORAL LANGUAGE / READING/ WRITING 
	Strand Unit: Receptiveness to language • Competence and confidence in using language • Developing cognitive abilities through language 
• Emotional and imaginative development through language

	Title: CREATIVE WRITING – PLANNING A SUPERHERO STORY

	Objective(s): The aim of the lesson plan is for the children to use their imagination and create a story about a super-hero that  need’s the children’s help with solving problems that climate change is causing around the world (e.g. effects on the animals in the ocean etc).  The planning session and sheets will provide the children the skills to brainstorm and develop their ideas about a superhero, the super heroes super-powers and how the children can work together to care for our ocean.  

	Skills Required
Developing skills through: • Reading • Listening • Understanding • Writing • Spelling • Grammar • Drafting • Revising and editing • Developing imagination, creativity and confidence in using oral language skills.




	Learning Objectives

Understand and discuss facts about Climate Change and how it is affecting the ocean.

Become familiar with UN Sustainable Goal 13 – Climate Action and UN Sustainable Goals 14 – Life Under Water

Reflect on stories about super heroes and the people that help them.

Reflect on the people, communities and organisations that are helping to solve issues relating to climate change in their community, country and around the world.

Develop their writing skills – writing a story about an ocean superhero saving the ocean from climate change.


	Learning Activities

KWL chart:
Begin the lesson using a KWL chart

Teacher Directed Approach:
· Discuss with the class what they have learned about climate change
· Discuss how climate change is affecting the ocean.  
· Introduce how all sorts of people and organisations are helping to solve issues relating to climate change. 
· Introduce the idea of superheroes and what they mean to people.  Explain that superheroes have to undertake many challenges and often aim to educate and inform as well as entertain.  They also often need people to help them by working together.

Investigative approach: 
· Encourage the children to think about climate change and how it affects the ocean and the rest of the world. 
· What are the main messages & facts that they would want to share with other people?  

The superhero story and planning:
· Engage with the children using a superhero story that they would be familiar with and discuss aspects of superhero stories such as the hero, villain, quest, suspense, emotion, etc 

Writing Exercise – Planning a Superhero Story:
· Introduce the idea of working in teams to write a story about an ocean superhero saving the ocean from climate change.  You may want to introduce the concept of the story that “We are living in a time where urgent action is required. We need to save the ocean! What are we going to do?”
· Using the EXPLORERS OCEAN SUPERHERO STORY PLANNING SHEET, encourage the children to work in pairs or groups to help with their brain storming. The Planning sheet can be used to collect the phrases and sentences that they may want to use in the story.
Next step:
· The next step is for the children to complete the creative writing exercise by writing a story

Talk and Discussion: 
· Get the children to share their ideas for the stories with the rest of the class and provide positive feedback on each story. , play or even a poem based on the theme of saving the ocean from Climate Change.

Extension: 
· The children may want to develop their stories into a comic strip.  See EXPLORERS_CREATE AN OCEAN HERO COMIC BOOK TEMPLATE, which is available on www.explorers.ie 
· Discuss what the characters look like if they were to draw their super hero and helpers as a super hero poster.  What elements of the story could be used on a poster to promote the successful quest of their super hero saving the ocean from climate change. 

	Resources:
· KWL chart
For Children:
· UN Sustainable Development Goals 13 & 14
· www.explorers.ie 
· The Heroes’ Journey – TED Ed https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hhk4N9A0oCA 

	Differentiation
Higher and Lower order questioning. Differentiate group activities and roles to account of individual needs, by support, task. Mixed ability pairing.

	Assessment
Children: KWL chart (What I know, What I want to know, What I learned) 
Teacher observation and questioning: Mind Mapping – colour code what children know / new concepts introduced
Examine learning outcomes before and after e.g. knowledge, understanding, skills.
Evaluation: Reflect on learning experiences that lead to the outcomes e.g. attitudes, enjoyment, as well as motivation to learn about the subject.

	Linkage and Integration
English – writing stories, learning the structures of plots and understanding characters, writing poems.
Visual Arts – creative drawing 
Science  / Geography – Environmental awareness and care, caring for my locality / caring for my environment, science and the environment
Geography – Human Environments, People living and working in local areas, People living and working in contrasting part of Ireland, People in other lands (e.g. island nations)
Natural Environments – The local and natural environment, Weather and climate.
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