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Date 
 

Class level 
Junior Infants and Senior Infants  

Subject 
Visual Arts  

Strand   
Fabric and Fibre  
 

Strand Unit   
Creating in Fabric and Fibre, Looking and Responding.  
 Title 

Designing Explorer Mermaids and Mermen Costumes 

Objective(s)  

The aim of the lesson plan is for children to explore the possibilities of fabric and 
fibre as a medium for imaginative expression by designing a marine costume for a 
mermaid or a merman. They will respond to the prints created in the class by talking 
about his/her work, as well as the work of other children. 

Skills Required:  
Fine motor skills. 
 
 Learning objective(s)  

 The child should be enabled to:  

Discuss, consider, describe and plan the 

costume for a “Mermaid” or “Merman”. 

Create a costume using a selection of 

fabric or fibre available.  

Glue this costume to the attached 

mermaid/merman template. 

Look and respond to the piece of work. 

 
 
 
 
 

Learning activities 
  
Talk and discussion: 
Read a story e.g. “The Little Mermaid” to 
engage the children. Show images of 
Mermaid and King Trident. 
 
Brainstorm with the students to engage 
their ideas on the design of costumes for 
a mermaid or merman.  Discuss the 
different types of fabric and fibre that 
would be suitable to create the costume 
for the mermaid or merman e.g. colours 
(e.g. camouflage); texture (rough, 
smooth, hard, soft) – what might look like 
scales, hair, tales etc;  type of materials 
(e.g. natural or synthetic) 
  
Hands on approach/pair/group work ,  
Planning and design:  
Ask students to select different colours, 
shapes, textures, patterns of material to 
create their costume.  Provide each 
student with a mermaid/merman 
template. Allow the students arrange and 
position their costume. Once they are 
happy with the design ask them to glue 
the costume in place. Finish 
mermaid/merman by drawing in hair and 
facial features. Googly eyes can be 
added.  
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Looking and Responding: 
Look at and talk about his/her work, the 
work of other children, how he/she 
enjoyed making the costume and what 
he/she likes best about the work. 

Resources  
 
Story book: “The Little Mermaid”. 
 
A variety of fabric and fibre, including 
curtains, towels, dishcloths, clothes, 
ropes made of natural and synthetic 
fibres cut into a various sizes and shapes 
(you will need to cut enough pieces so 
that each student or table has a selection 
available to them).  
 
Glue sticks or small containers of PVA 
glue with spatula. 
 
Strings, ribbons or large beads for 
personalising the costume. 
 
Googly Eyes 
 
Mermaid/Merman template (attached). 
 

Differentiation 
Higher and Lower order questioning. Differentiate group activities and roles to 

account of individual needs, by support, task. Mixed ability pairing. 

Assessment 
Teacher observation and questioning. 

Linkage and Integration 
Science: Discuss the concept of camouflage and how it related to marine animals. 

Would the students have to use different colour materials if their mermaid/merman 

had to be camouflaged to hide from predators?  

English: Discrete oral language lesson: Theme clothing. 

Gaeilge: Téama Éadaí  
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