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Expor t  and impor t  of S h e l l f i s h  1961 t o  1970. 

I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  The g r e a t e r  p a r t  of  a l l  v a r i e t i e s  of 

s h e l l f i s h  and s h e l l f i s h  p r e p a r a t i o n s ,  produced f ram I r i s h  

f i s h e r i e s  a r e  expor ted ,  Markets  f o r  t h i s  p r 3 d u c t i a n  a r e  

l o c a t e d  c h i e f l y  i n  B r i t a i n  and Europe. Tne home market  h a s  

been t a k i n g  a s t e a d y  p r a p a r t i o n  a f  some v a r i e t i e s ,  n o t a b l y ,  

l a b s t e r s ,  Dubl in  Bay prawns ( i ~ e ~ h r o p s )  c r a b s ,  o y s t e r s  and 

e s c a l l o p s ,  k t  t h e  same t ime ,  c o n s i d e r a b l e  q u a n t i t i e s  of  

s h e l l f i s h  a r e  imported.  T a b l e  1 c o n t r a s t s  t h e  t o t a l  e x p o r t  

i m p o r t  s i t u a t i o n  which e x i s t e d  fram 1961 t o  1970. 

Tab le  1. S h e l l f i s h  e x p o r t s  from, and i m p o r t s  i n t o  

I r e l a n d ,  1961  t o  1970. 



I m p a r t s  d u r i n g  t h e  decade f l u c t u a t e d  samewhat i n  bo th  

q u a n t i t y  and v a l u e  r e a c h i n g  a  peak i n  1969 when over  549 t a n s ,  

va lued  a t  Z243,947 were recorded.  Imported s h e l l f i s h  a r e  mainly  

e s c a l l o p  and queens ,  which a f t e r  b e i n g  p r o c e s s e d ,  a r e  r e -expor ted .  

However s m a l l  q u a n t i t i e s  3f s h e l l f i s h  i n  t h e  g ~ u r m e t  c a t e g o r y ,  

c o n s i s t i n g  of s p e c i a l i t y  i t ems  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  f r o z e n ,  p r o c e s s e d ,  

t i n n e d  o r  o t h e r w i s e  packaged s t a t e  a r e  a l s o  imported.  

EXPORTS 

S i n c e  1961 t h e  a n n u a l  q u a n t i t i e s  of s h e l l f i s h  e x p o r t e d  had 

a l m o s t  doubled by 1970 and i n  t h e  same p e r i o d ,  t h e  v a l u e  had 

p r a c t i c a l l y  quadrupled ,  There  was o n l y  one y e a r  (1967) i n  t h e  

decade  i n  which t h e  q u a n t i t y  and v a l u e  d i d  n o t  i n c r e a s e  on t h a t  

of t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s .  G e n e r a l l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e  

q u a n t i t i e s  and v a l u e s  b o t h  r o s e  s t e a d i l y .  For  example, t h e  

i n c r e a s e  i n  v a l u e  i n  1970 ove r  1969 was a l m o s t  27%. 

During t h e  decade ,  38,217 t o n s  of s h e l l f i s h  of a l l  k i n d s  

were e x p o r t e d ,  having a g r o s s  v a l u e  o f  38 ,025 ,600  i . e .  a b o u t  

s n  a v e r a g e  of 2210 p e r  t o n ,  r a n g i n g  from approx imate ly  2142 

p e r  t o n  i n  1961 t o  5285 p e r  t o n  i n  1970 ( s e e  Appendix 1 ) .  

F o r  1970 t h e  v a l u e  of t h e  two main k i n d s  of mar ine  f i s h e r i e s  

e x p o r t s  from I r e l a n d  were a s  fo l lows : -  

t T o t a l s  f o r  s e a f i s h  1 29,386 i 1 ,641,509 ; 56 
i t \ 
i T o t a l s  f o r  s h e l l f i s h  : 5,598 j 1,594,100 1 284 y 



- 3 -  

The b a l a n c e  between e x p o r t s  and i m p o r t s  h a s  remained  f a v o u r a b l e  

t o  t h e  fo rmer ,  The m a j a r i t y  of  impor t ed  s h e l l f i s h  a r e  used  by 

I r i s h  p r o c e s s o r s ,  who r e - e x p o r t  them i n  packaged form,  

E x p o r t s  of s h e l l f i s h ,  by v a r i e t y ,  The c a t a g o r i e s  3f s h e l l f i s h  

and s h e l l f i s h  p r e p a r a t i o n s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  e x p o r t  s t a t i s t i c s  

p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  Depar tmen t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  and F i s h e r i e s  a r e  a s  

f a l l o w s  : - 
E x p o r t s :  ( i )  S h e l l f i s h  and s h e l l f i s h  p r e p a r a t i o n s  i n  

a i r t i g h t  c o n t a i n e ~ s  i 

(ii) S h e l l f i s h  f r e s h  o r  f r o z e n .  

S h e l l f i s h  and s h e l l f i s h  p r e p a r a t i o n s  i n  a i r t i g h t  c o n t a i n e r s  

v a r y  i n  t y p e  v e r y  much from t i m e  t o  t ime. E a r l i e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  

f rom 1 9 6 1  t o  1966,  t h e y  i n c l u d e d  a  g r e a t e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  h i g h  

v a l u e  i t e m s ,  whereas  f rom 1967 onwards t h e  l o w e r  v a l u e  i t e m s  

dominated ,  

S h e l l f i s h ,  f r e s h  o r  f r o z e n ,  i n c l u d e  b o t h  l i v e  and f r o z e n  

s p e c i e s  i , e .  c r a w f i s h ,  l o b s t e r s ,  D u b l i n  Bay prawns,  p e r i w i n k l e s ,  

e s c a l l o p s ,  m u s s e l s ,  o y s t e r s  and " o t h e r s " ,  which i n c l u d e  whe lks ,  

c a c k l e s ,  c lams and "queens"  c h i e f l y ,  The e x p o r t s  of  s h e l l f i s h  by 

s p e c i e s  and t o t a l  s h e l l f i s h  p r e p a r a t i a n s  f rom 1961  t 3  1970 a r e  

i n d i c a t e d  i n  T a b l e  2 ,  A and B, The growth  i n  q u a n t i t y  h a s  been 

r a p i d ,  r e a c h i n g  some 5598,2 t o n s  a t  t h e  end of  t h e  p e r i o d .  

C o r r e s p o n d i n g l y ,  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e s e  e x p a r t s  h a s  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  

f rom E422,200 i n  1 9 6 1  t o  $1 ,594 ,100  by 1970. 

( i )  S h e l l f i s h  p r e p a r a t i o n s  i n  a i r t i g h t  c o n t a i n e r s  change 

i n  v a r i e t y  f rom y e a r  t o  y e a r  and  t h e r e f o r e  t h e i r  v a l u e  p e r  t o n  

h a s  n n t  i n c r e a s e d  by a s  much a s  m i g h t  be  e x p e c t e d   a able 2 B  

and T a b l e  3 ) .  It was 3272 p e r  t o n  i n  1 9 6 1  and £424 p e r  t o n  i n  

1970,  b u t  i n  1966 it had r e a c h e d  a  peak 3f 2988 p e r  t o n ,  when 

i t s  c o n t e n t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  more l u x u r y  i t e m s  and f e w e r  l o w p r i c e d  

ones  ( T a b l e  3).  Musse l s  and c r a b  n9cv p r o v i d e  most  3f t h e  e x p o r t s  

o f  s h e l l f i s h  i n  a i r t i g h t  c o n t a i n e r s .  F i s h e r i e s  f o r  b a t h  t h e s e  



s p e c i e s  a r e  u n d e r  a c t i v e  development  a t  p r e s e n t  and s o  it seems 

l i k e l y  t h a t  t h i s  form of e x p o r t  w i l l  s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s e  i n  f u t u r e .  

( i i )  The most  v a l u a b l e  a s p e c t  of  o u r  s h e l l f i s h  e i p o r t s  

c o n s i s t s  of  t h e  f r e s h  ( l i v e )  and f r o z e n  t r a d e  ( T a b l e  2 ~ ) .  

Under t h e  heading of  f i o t h e r s "  i n  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  a number of  

s p e c i e s ,  which, i n d i v i d u a l l y  were  n a t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  abundant  t o  

be d e a l t  w i t h  s e p a r a t e l y  have been grouped t o g e t h e r .  These 

i n c l u d e  whe lks ,  c a c k l e s ,  clams and queens and t h e i r  q u a n t i t y  and 

v a l u e  a r e  g i v e n  i n  T a b l e  2A. During t h e  decade ,  bo th  t h e  q u a n t i t y  

and t h e  v a l u e  i n c r e a s e d  from 81 t o n s  va lued  a t  514,800 t o  400 t o n s  

va lued  a t  £110,000. Over t h e  same p e r i o d  t h e  v a l u e  p e r  t o n  

i n c r e a s e d  from £183 i n  1961 t o  2227 p e r  t o n  i n  1970 ('Eable 3 ) .  

The remaining s p e c i e s  can be  d e a l t  w i t h  s e p a r a t e l y  under  two main 

head ings  : 

( a )  C r u s t a c e a  and 

( b )  Molluses.  

CRUS TAG% 

Crawf i sh  

There i s  an  ex t remely  r e s t r i c t e d  home market  f o r  c r a w f i s h  

s o  t h a t  a l m o s t  10096 of  t h e  l a n d i n g s  a r e  e x p o r t e d ,  mainly  t o  

France.  The peak f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  was i n  1965 when a l m o s t  150 t o n s  

were expor ted .   a able 2 ~ ) .  From 1962 t o  1964 t h e  q u a n t i t i e s  

e x p o r t e d  remained f a i r l y  s t e a d y  a t  a b o u t  80 t o n s  p e r  annum, and 
I 

a f t e r  t h e  peak y e a r  of 1965, remained h igh  s o  t h a t  i n  1970 t h e y  

s t o o d  a t  145 t o n s   a able z). A s  i n  most o t h e r  c a s e s ,  t h e  v a l u e  

of e x p o r t s  i n c r e a s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  decade ,  from £73,000 i n  1961 t o  

2233,000 i n  1970 and f ram 1965 onwards remained above £100,000 

p e r  y e a r   a able a). The v a l u e  p e r  t o n  i n c r e a s e d  from l e s s  t h a n  

£568 i n  1961 t o  £1,616 i n  1970  a able 3 ) ,  making c r a w f i s h  t h e  

h i g h e s t  p r i c e d  expor t .  There  i s  no s e p a r a t e  and d i s t i n c t  c r a w f i s h  

f i s h e r y .  I n  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  i n s t a n c e s  c r a w f i s h  a r e  c a u g h t  w i t h  t h e  



same f i s h i n g  g e a r  used  mainly  f o r  l u b s t e r  f i s h i n g  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  I 
f o r  c r a b  f i s h i n g .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  c r a w f i s h  a r e  a  by-ca tch  and 

t h i s  e x p l a i n s ,  i n  p a r t ,  t h e  f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  t h e  y i e l d  and t h e  

r e l a t i v e l y  l o w  r a t e  of  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  

L o b s t e r  

Approximately 85% of t h e  l o b s t e r  c a t c h  i s  e x p o r t e d ,  mainly  

t o  t h e  C o n t i n e n t  of Europe and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  France.  The ' 1  
m a j o r i t y  3f l o b s t e r s  a r e  expor ted  a l i v e ,  a l t h o u g h  i n  r e c e n t  ! 1 
y e a r s ,  t h e r e  h a s  been development  i n  t h e  canning of l a r g e  and 

maimed 1 3 b s t e r s  whase l i v e  v a l u e  i s  poor.  The d a t a  i n  Tab le  2A 

r e f e r s  t o  l i v e  animals .  E x p o r t s  r o s e  from 135 t o n s  i n  1961 and 

reached  a  peak i n  1966 (263 t o n s ) .  T h e r e a f t e r  e x p o r t s  remained 1 I 
h i g h ,  amounting t 3  229 t o n s  i n  1970. L o b s t e r s  a r e  t h e  m ~ s t  

v a l u a b l e  3f t h e  s h e l l f i s h  e x p a r t e d  and reached  a  peak a t  £333,900 

i n  1969,  o t h e r w i s e  i m p r w i n g  from £90,000 i n  1961 t 3  £310,000 i n  

1970  a able a). Over t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  v a l u e  3f e x p o r t e d  l o b s t e r s  

improved from P663 i n  1961 t o  81,355 p e r  t o n  i n  1970  a able 3).  

Dubl in  Bav Prawn ( ~ e o h r o ~ s )  

T h i s  s p e c i e s  i s  t h e  o n l y  one amongst I r i s h  s h e l l f i s h  which 

i s  c a u g h t  by t r a w l i n g .  These prawns have a c o n s i d e r a b l e  home 

marke t ,  e i t h e r  a s  whole prawn 3r a s  f r o z e n  t a i l  meat. The demand 
I 

f o r  N e ~ h r o o s  i n  B r i t a i n  and t h e  mainland of Europe i s  h i g h ,  and 

t h e  marke t  i s  e x t e n s i v e  and bu3yant.  During t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of t h e  I 

t 
decade ,  t h e  main f i s h i n g  graunds  were  c a n f i n e d  t o  t h e  I r i s h  Sea 

a r e a .  However, i n  1963 and a g a i n  from 1968 t o  1970, o t h e r  

f i s h i n g  graunds  were q x n e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  3n t h e  s o u t h  e a s t ,  

s o u t h  and s o u t h  w e s t  c o a s t s .  E x p a r t s  f l u c t u a t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y ,  

be ing  low from 1965 t~ 1967  a able 2 ~ ) .  I n  1961 a b m t  80 t m s  

were e x p s r t e d ,  b u t  t h i s  f i g u r e  had r i s e n  t3 a peak of  282 t o n s  

by 1970 ( ~ a b l c  2 ~ ) .  C s r r e s p s n d i n g l y ,  v a l u e  r g s e  f r 3 m  S56,600 

i n  1961 t o  £227,700 i n  1970, a  s t r i k i n g  i n c r e a s e .  Over t h e  



p e r i o d  t h e  v a l u e  p e r  t o n  r o s e  f r am £709 fn 1 9 6 1  t o  a  peak o f  

8 1 , 3 6 0  i n  1969 a l t h o u g h  it had f a l l e n  back ta £809, p e r  t o n  i n  

1970 ( T a b l e  3) .  The e x p x t e d  v a l u e  p e r  t o n  3f Nephroos i s  

c 3 m p l i c a t e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  p r o p 3 r t i 3 n s  3 f  w h d e  prawn, prawn t a i l  

o r  t a i l  meat  making u p t h e t a t a l  w e i g h t  3f  e x p c r t s ,  can change 

f rom y e a r  t 3  y e a r .  I n  a  y e a r  i n  which t a i l  meat  d 3 m i n a t e s ,  t h e  

v a l u e  p e r  t o n  w i l l  exceed t h a t  f o r  a  y e a r  i n  which even a s  much 

a s  10% 3f  t h e  e x p o r t s  c a n s i s t  of  prawn t a i l s  ( c o m p l e t e  w i t h  s h e l l ) ,  

o r  whole f r o z e n  prawns. 

The exp3r-t o f  p r o c e s s e d  s h e l l f i s h  i n  a i r t i g h t  c o n t a i n e r s  i s  

g i v e n  i n  T a b l e  2B,,  and r e f l e c t s  t h e  growth sf t h i s  s i d e  of  t h e  

i n d u s t r y ,  Ei c o n s i d e r a b l e  p a r t  a f  t h e  h i g h  e x p o r t  f i g u r e  o f  1 9 6 1  

(150 t o n s ,  T a b l e  2 ~ )  would have  c a n s i ~ t e d  of e s c a l l o p s  and D u b l i n  

Bay Prawns. From 1962 onwards t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  e x p o r t s  of  

p r o c e s s e d  s h e l l f i s h  h a s  been marked, r e a c h i n g  a  peak sf 707 t o n s  

v a l u e d  a t  £295,000 i n  1970 ( T a b l e  28 ) .  Fram 1967 t o  1970 t h e  

g r e a t e r  p a r t  g f  t h e s e  e x p a r t s  c s n s i s t e d  3f p r o c e s s e d  m u s s e l s ,  

e s c a l l s p s ,  queens  and  c r a b s ,  I n  t h e  y e a r s  f rom 1964 t~ 1966,  t h e  

v a l u e  of  p r g c e s s e d  s h e l l f i s h  v a r i e d  f rom £695 ( 1 9 6 5 )  t o  E979 (1966)  

p e r  t 3 n   able 3).  D u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s  much 3f t h e  s h e l l f i s h  used  

f o r  p r a c e s s i n g  c s n s i s t e d  of  h i g h  v a l u e  i t e m s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  D u b l i n  

Bay Prawns. The lower  v a l u e s  p e r  t o n  f rom 1967 t 3  1970 have  been 

caused  by t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  q u a n t i t i e s  of  queens  and m u s s e l s  which 

have  been  p r ~ c e s s e d .  

P e r i w i n k l e  

Amongst t h e  m s l l u s c s ,  t h e  p e r i w i n k l e  h a s  been  one of  t h e  

m a i n s t r a y s  3f s h e l l f i s h  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  I r e l a n d  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  50 

y e a r s  and msre. T h i s  a n i m a l  i s  g a t h e r e d  by hand p i c k i n g  s n  t h e  

13wer r e g i o n s  3f t h e  l i t t s r a l  z s n e  of  rocky  f ~ r e s h s r e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

d u r i n g  s p r i n g  t i d e s .  The work i s  h a r d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  s e v e r e  w e a t h e r  

c o n d i t i ~ n s ,  and  it i s , t h e r e f a r e ,  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  t h a t  new r e c r u i t s  

t o  t h i s  k i n d  3f f i s h i n g  a r e  n o t  e a s i l y  found. 



The q u a n t i t y  o f  p e r i w i n k l e s  cmsumed i n  I r e l a n d  i s  ex t remely  

s m a l l  and,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  landed f i g u r e s  f o r  t h i s  spec i . e s  a r e  

apprax imate ly  e q u a l  t o  t h e  e x p o r t  f i g u r e s  ( T a b l e  a). The q u a n t i t y  

o f  p e r i w i n k l e s  p icked  p e r  annum h a s  v a r i e d  from 1879 (1970) t o  

2483 (1966)  t o n s .  I n  view of t h e s e  f l u c t u a t i o n s  it i s  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  s e e  whether  t h e r e  i s  a marked upward o r  downward t r e n d  i n  t h e  

expor t s .  During t h e  decade ,  t h e r e  were s m a l l  y i e l d s  i n  1963 and 

1970. The 1963 y i e l d  was f a l l o w e d  by t h r e e  y e a r s  of r i s i n g  

p r o d u c t i o n ,  r e a c h i n g  a  peak Eor t h e  p e r i o d  i n  1966, and, t h e r e a f t e r ,  

g r a d u a l l y  f a l l i n g  u n t i l  t h e  secand s h a r p  d e c l i n e  i n  1970. It w i l l  

be of i n t e r e s t  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  y i e l d  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  decade ,  and s e e  

whether  t h i s  s p e c i e s  i s  3r i s  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  i y c l e s  sf approx imate ly  

f i v e  o r  s i x  y e a r s  i n t e r v a l .  C l e a r l y ,  hodever ,  t h e  e x p a r t  v a l u e  h a s  

s t e a d i l y  impr3ved from 354 p e r  t a n  i n  1961 t 3  a peak of $80 p e r  t a n  

i n  1970  able 3) .  

E s c a l l o p  f i s h i n g  araund I r e l a n d  h a s  been of  v a r i e d  i n t e n s i t y  

over  a long  p e r i ~ d  of  y e a r s .  The c h i e f  f i s h e r i e s  were ms in ly  

l o c a t e d  i n  1961 i n  t h e  l a r g e  i n l e t s  3r bays a f  t h e  s s u t h  w e s t  and 

e s t  c s a s t ,  where t h e y  have been f i s h e d  u s u a l l y  from s m a l l  i n s h o r e  

r a f t ,  o f t e n  u s i n g  manual h a u l i n g  gear .  By t h e  end of t h e  decade  

g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t  i n  f i s h i n g  f ~ r  t h i s  s p e c i e s  had developed and 

a t e  i n  1970, t h e  queen e s c a l l o p  f i s h e r y  i n  t h e  open s e a  o f f  t h e  

a s t  c s a s t  3f I r e l a n d  had csmmenced. Thus t h e  peak l a n d i n g s  of 

69 t a n s  of  e s c a l l o p s  shown i n  Tab le  2i\ f o r  1970,  c a i n c i d e d  w i t h  

he development 3f t h e  new f i s h e r y  f a r  t h e  c l ~ s e l y  r e l a t e d ,  "queen" 

r queen s c a l l 3 p .  The e s c a l h p  s t o c k s  of t h e  bays an t h e  w e s t  c o a s t  

f f e r z d  haavy r n 3 r t z l i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  s e v e r e  c o l d  w i n t e r  of 1962/63. 

i s  l e d  t 3  a  s h a r p  d e c l i n e  i n  y i e l d  e s p x i a l l y  i n  t h e  y e a r s  from 

65 t 3  1967. T h e r e a f t e r  w i t h  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i s n  of t h e  new e s c a l l s p  

e r i e s ,  e x p o r t s  r e c a v c r c d  and reached  t h e i r  peak f o r  t h e  decade  

970, The e x p s r t  v a l u e  3f e s c a l l a p s  i n c r e a s e d  f r a m  821,300 i n  
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1961, t 3  2160,500 by 1970 ( 'Table The v a l u e  p e r  t a n  d i d  n s t  
,' 

I r i s e  s t e a d i l y  s v e r  t h e  p e r i o d ;  it ~s ~ 2 6 ' i n  1961, f a l l i n g  t s  l e s s  

1 t h a n  8282 i n  1963, r eached  a peak of 6 5 5 /  i n  1969 and f i n i s h e d  a t  

2435 p e r  t s n  i n  1970  a able 3). The_-esca l l ap  f sund  i n  I r i s h  

w a t e r s  h a s  a number a f  c l ~ s e l y  r e l a t e d  v a r i e t i e s  faund i n  many 

1 p a r t s  a f  t h e  w:rld p a r t i c u l a r l y  clff . , u s t r s l i a  and t h e  USA. Dur ing 

1 t h e  mid 6 0 ' s  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  3f e s c a l l a p s  were e x p s r t e d  frsm 

A u s t r a l i a  t z  Eurape and t h e s e  campeted i n  p r i c e  w i t h  I r i s h  e s c a l l a p s .  
I ~ 

I Fur therrnsre ,  by 1970 t h e  queen e s c a l l a p  had became an  a p p r e c i a b l e  

I p a r t  s f  t h e  ca tch .  These a r e  l e s s  v a l u a b l e  t h a n  t h e  e s c a l l o p ,  

which wsuld e x p l a i n  t h e  l ~ w e r e c l  v a l u e  i n  1970. 

O y s t e r  

In r e l a t i a n  t 3  t a t a l  c a t c h ,  mare ~ y s t e r s  a r e  cnnsumed on t h e  

hsme market  t h a n  any s t h e r  m3l luscan  s h e l l f i s h .  The g r e a t e s t  number 

1 3 1  s y s t e r s  c a u g h t  come frsrn t h e  p u b l i c  f i s h e r i e s  a t  T r a l e e  Bay, 

C3. Kerry ,  and C l a r i n b r i d g e ,  C3. Galway i n  t h a t  3 r d e r .  I n  r e c e n t  

y e a r s ,  p r i v a t e  o y s t c r  f a r m s ,  which have been i n c r c a s i n g  i n  number 

I and a u t p u t ,  have c m t r i b u t e d  a growing s h a r e  of t h e  t o t a l  p roduc t i s* .  

1 The heavy m n r t s l i t y  which accured  i n  t h c  e s c a l l z p  f i s h e r i e s  3f t h e  

wes t  c m s t  d u r i n g  t h e  s e v e r e  w i n t e r  of 1962/63, f a r t u n s t e l y  d i d  n ~ t  

a f f e c t  t h e  3 y s t e r s  s t a c k s .  Had t h i s  happened, t h e  t s t a l  c 3 l l s p s e  

of t h e  I r i s h  ~ y s t e r  i n d u s t r y  would have f a l h w e d ,  because  3 y s t e r  

s t 3 c k s  a r c  p a r t i c u l a r l y  v u l n e r a b l e  and it has  been t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  

i n  t h e  r e s t  a f  Eurspe  t h a t  i n  p l a c e s  where s t x k  numbers h a v e  

d imin i shed  f  sr  v a r i s u s  r e a s s n s ,  u s u a l l y  o v e r f i s h i n g ,  t h e  f i s h e r i e s  

have n s t  r e c x e r e d .  C ~ n t i n u e d  s y s t e r  p r ~ i u c t i ~ ~  i n  Hs l l and  and 

1 France  f s r  example, h a s  been e n t i r e l y  dependant  upsn  fa rming  f a r  

1 a  13ng time. I n  I r e l a n d ,  f a rming  s f  s y s t e r  i s  r a p i d l y  i n c r e a s i n g .  

1 The n a t u r a l  s t ~ k  3f s y s t c r s  i n  T r n l e e  Bay spawned and r e p r s d u c e d  

. . / i t s e l f  s u c c e s s f u l l y  t h r s u g h a u t  t h e  decade  u n t i l  1970 when t h e r e  

I ,  1 was t h e  f i r s t  r i c s r d e d  spawning f a i l u r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  s i n c e  1959. 



E x p a r t s  3f 3 y s t e r s  shaw c sns ide r a -b l e  f l u c t u a t i a n s   a able a). 
These f l u c t u a t i s n s  a r e  i n  p a r t  due  t 3  t h e  hame market  demand. 

- "  

The l and ing  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  p e r i a d  shswed a  s t e a d y  i n c r e a s e  frsm 

1.4 m i l l i m  o y s t e r s  i n  1961 t 3  2.5 m i l l i o n  i n  1969. H ~ w e v e r ,  i n  

1970 t h e r e  was a  s h a r p  f a l l  t s  1,6 m i l l i m e  k x p o r t s  i n c r e a s e d  

s t e a d i l y  f r ~ m  1962 (139 t m s )  t o  1969 (174 t s n s )  f a l l i n g  back i n  

1970 (103 t a n s )   a able 2 A ) .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  v a l u e  a f  t h e  o y s t e r  

e x p s r t s  i n c r e a s e d  s t e a d i l y  f r a m  1961 (£27,000) t 3  1969 (285,300) 

d rapp ing  back i n  1970 t a  ;€53,400  able a). Over t h e  decade,  

1 t h e  v a l u e  p e r  t a n  o f  a y s t e r s  i n c r e a s e d  f ram app r sx ima tc ly  E l95  i n  

Mussel 

Mussels a r e  wide ly  d i s t r i b u t e d  a r x n d  t h e  I r i s h  m a s t  l i n e .  

They a r e  i d e a l  f o r  farming and much i np r sved  by t h e  u s e  of s imple  

c u l t i v a t i o n  t echn iques .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  3f t h e  decade s u p p l i e s  of 

mussels  came fram Cramane, Ca. Kerry and t h e  e s t u a r y  a f  t h e  R i v e r  

B ~ y n e .  However by 1967, new musse l  f i s h e r i e s  a t  v a r i a u s  p l s c e s  

had been deve l sped ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  Wexf 3 rd  Harbour and C a r l i n g f  3rd 

L3ugh. ids a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  d e v e h p m e n t s  e x p 3 r t s  s f  mussels  s i n c e  

1966 have shawn a  h e a l t h y  upward t r e n d   a able 2ii). I n  1961, 283 

t 3 n s  (-813,600) were e x p ~ r t e d ,  and f o r  t h e  n e x t  f a u r  y e a r s ,  t h e  

q u a n t i t y  remained law and t h e  v a l u e  dec r ea sed  annua l l y .  A s l i g h t  

r e c s v e r y  i n  1966 and 1967 was fo l lowed  by t h r e e  good y e a r s  s o  t h a t  

by 1970 1 , 4 9 6 - t s n s  of  mussels  ( va lued  a t  ~54 ,100)  were exps r t ed  

 a able a;). Mussels  a r e  expa r t ed  bo th  a l i v e  i n  t h e  s h e l l ,  and a s  

caaked,  d e - s h e l l e d  meats  i n  a p r e s e r v a t i v e  s a l u t i 3 n  i n  a i r t i g h t  

c a n t a i n e r s .  Thus t h e  d a t a  i n  Tab l e  2A r e l a t e  t3 whsle  mussels  anly, 

and p a r t  3f t h e  d a t a  i n  Tab le  2 B  i n c l u d e s  p r ~ c e s s e d  mussels .  The 

e x p o r t  p r i c e  p e r  t o n   able 3) f 3 r  t h e  y e a r s  1961 and 1962, being 

248, and E6C r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  were t h e  h i g h e s t  f s r  t h e  decade,  b u t  

t hey  p rabab ly  i n c l u d e  t h e  p rocessed  a s  w e l l  a s  l i v e  mussels .  Frsm 







APPEArgIX 1, 
AggregaJce wen-tiJw ( t o n s )  and v a l u e  ( a z f s )  o f  a l l  Q'p3 s of  s h e l l f i s l i  e~cpor ted  f rom 1961 t o  1970 

-a=-=:=--- - 
Value (&) T r  ~ t .  ( ' tons) s T o t a l  

- q C _ _ _ _ I I _ _ _ a _  5 * _- I 

t ( tons )  Value ('S) ~ t .  (tons) Value (£) I 

. .  . dl 

A--- - .  .,," ' 

., . 

T o t a l  6,962,000 ., 2,158.3 

APEbIDIX 2 
. , -- 

T o t a l  weidit ( tons) aild v a l u e  (d2 030) o f  s h e l l f i s h  e x p o r t e d  
from I 9 6 1  t o  1970 

_I_ - :: 

Crawfish L o b s t e r  Dublin Bay Pe-rixsinkle Escallop Mussel Oyster Other  T a t a l  
Prawn 

*__- 

Wt. ( ~ o n ~ )  
19 6 ~ 9 7 0  6 1,894.7 1+394+4 21,616.3 88141- 6,916.2 803.5 1,718,1 2,158.3 38,217*5 - 
Value ('s. 000) 
1961-19-70 1,252,O 2,000.4 - 9 2 ~ ~ 6  l r4W*2 396r8 222.6 330.0 3954 I 1,063.6 g8,025,600 

't 
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SI-IELLFISI-I XXPOTIPS 1961-1970 -- 
T ~ ~ b l e  2. The toJtal n i ~ ~ u a l  weight i n  tons (000) xrtd value (&I 000) of shellfisl1 exgoi2ced f rm 1961-1970. 

Listed types under A and processed shellfish under B. 
! 

A. I B 
--L.* - J -I=-- 

Te a Crawfish Lobster DublinSay Peri~ainlile E sc n l l o p  :-ussel Cyster 0 -Lie ? Tn ~ i r t i g l i t ~  * 

Prawn ~ o n t a i n e r s  
I 
I 

yt. ( ~ o n s )  128,5 135 ~4 7 9 d  2,064.6 50*0 282,7 c.. 80,y U-9 *7 
JA-8 40*7 4 

196' ~2 , lue  ( 2: 000) 73.0 8 9 3  56,6 D.2 -4 21,3 13e6 




