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Imagine if you could talk 
to a sea turtle or travel on 
a giant sea turtle’s back 

around the world, or under 
the sea. Draw a place that 

you might go to here!



Welcome to the EXPLORERS TURTLE TALK WITH SEA TURTLES workbook. 
We love learning about the ocean and about the sea turtles that live there. 

This book is filled with lots of fun activities that you can complete in class or at home. 
We hope that learning about the sea turtles inspires your exploration and love of the 
ocean, and also helps you join the turtle talk conversation about ocean conservation.
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TURTLE TALK WORDS & MIND-MAP 
Create a sea turtle glossary 

Let’s start your journey of learning about sea turtles by creating a mind-map showing all 
the words that you know about sea turtles. This might include turtle species names, their 
special body features, and even the food they like to eat. 

Discuss your turtle 
words with the rest of 

the class. Are there 
any new words that 

you would like to add 
to your turtle talk mind 

map?
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Use a separate sheet of paper and 
create word art or pictures to help you 

remember what the words mean.

Sea Turtle 
Words 



Pretend that you are living in the future (year 2050+) and you are writing a motivating 
letter to yourself now. Describe where you live, your job, and what you like to do to have 
fun. Include an inspiring message from the sea turtles that will help you stay positive 
about caring for the environment. 

A MOTIVATING LETTER FROM THE 
FUTURE
A letter from me to me!  
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TURTLE TALK TALES, MYTHS & 
LEGENDS
Create a poem or musical piece about a sea 
turtle’s legend
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Can you find a story about a sea turtle tale, legend or myth or maybe you know of a sea 
turtle in a movie or an App, where they are doing the best they can to help others? Inspired 
by the stories that you have read, write a poem or song about the sea turtle and use some of 
the new words that you have learned.

TITLE 



A SEA TURTLE’S LIFE CYCLE
Create a sea turtle infographic   

5 6

EXPLORERS
Turtle talk with Sea TurtlesTurtle talk with Sea Turtles

Colour the flow chart representing the sea turtle’s life cycle. 
Add your favourite facts about the different stages of a sea turtle’s life.   
Find extra photos or draw pictures that represent your favourite facts to create your 
sea turtle infographic. 

4. Juvenile Turtles - in the open 
ocean

2. Eggs

3. Hatchlings

5. Juvenile Turtles - foraging

1. Nesting

 6. Adult Turtle - life at sea



Head & Limbs 

Scales - scutes  

Eyes 

Flippers & Claws 

Tail 

Top shell - carapace    

Facial features      

Beaks & Jaws       

Under body - plastron       

Sea turtles have some very special features. In the spaces below, match up the features 
to the sea turtle’s body and write some interesting facts about what makes a sea turtle 
a turtle!  

MY SEA TURTLE SCIENTIFIC DRAWING  
Special features
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After you have 
completed your 

scientific drawing, 
create an interactive 

poster with flip-up 
labels with questions 

and fun facts for people 
to read.

Ears & Nose



What is your favourite leatherback 
turtle fact?

OTHER SEA TURTLE DISCOVERIES  
What other special features do I have?
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Explain some of the other features that leatherback turtles have:

Explain how my skeleton and upper 
shell is formed:

Am I a warm or cold-blooded 
animal? 

How do I breathe? 

Explain my special ability that helps 
me navigate across the ocean  
(clue: it is like a compass):

What are the backwards-facing 
barbs in the leatherbacks, 
loggerheads and green turtles’ 
mouths and throats called?

How do leatherbacks stop 
themselves getting too cold in really 
cold waters?

Explain what covers the 
leatherback’s body instead of 
scales?

What is the leatherback’s pink 
patch on top of its head called and 
what is it used for?

THE MIGHTY LEATHERBACK
Special features & favourite facts
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Check out the picture of the leatherback sea turtle. 
What is its special feature that separates it from other turtles?

Use your investigative skills looking up the web and reading books to find the 
answers to the questions about sea turtles other special features.

What are they used for?



Leatherback sea turtle

Green sea turtle

Loggerhead sea turtle

Hawksbill sea turtle

Kemp’s ridley sea turtle

Olive ridley sea turtle

Flatback  sea turtle

Put your scientific hat on and investigate more information about sea turtle species.  
What facts can you find out about each species? Share your fun facts as a presentation or create 
a class podcast.

RESEARCHING MY FAVOURITE 
SEA TURTLE SPECIES
Super fact-sheet, presentation & a podcast   
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*Clues for your turtle exploration: Check out the Explorers Turtle Talk with Sea Turtles Information book 
to find the sea turtle names, sizes, and more.

Which is the largest and smallest sea turtle 
species recorded in Irish waters:

How big are the sea turtles compared to you? 
Measure your height: 

What is the longest sea turtle? 

What is the shortest sea turtle? 

Leatherback   
Irish Name:

Size:                 Weight:                  Age:

Green turtle 

Irish Name:

Size:                 Weight:                  Age:

Kemp’s ridley
Irish Name:

Size:                 Weight:                  Age:

Loggerhead
Irish Name:

Size:                 Weight:                  Age:

Hawksbill
Irish Name:

Size:                 Weight:                  Age:

Flatback
Irish Name:

Size:                 Weight:                  Age:

Olive ridley
Irish Name:

Size:                 Weight:                  Age:

13 14

EXPLORERS
Turtle talk with Sea TurtlesTurtle talk with Sea Turtles

The  
CHELONIIDAE 

FAMILY
Includes six 

SPECIES  

The 
DERMOCHELYIDAE 

FAMILY 
includes one 

SPECIES

Use your investigative skills and discover the Irish names, size, weight and lifespan of each of the 
seven sea turtles using the web and books. Create clay models, chalk drawings outside, or use 
recycled cardboard and paint your turtles in their life size.

CREATING & MEASURING SEA TURTLES  
The biggest and smallest sea turtles in the world



Write about your ’Sea Turtle Monstrosa’ here. Include some facts about 
where it was found, its size, colour, what it ate, and its habitat. 
Explain what event took place that caused it to become extinct.Today’s sea turtles have remained essentially unchanged for over 100 million years. However, 

one thing that is different is that their ancestors were enormous in size! In 2016 in the Pyrenees 
mountains of northern Spain, a fossil of a sea turtle was found. It measured 3.7 metres from head 
to tail. That’s about as big as a Sedan car. Imagine if you discovered a sea turtle fossil that was 
monstrous in size. Draw a picture to show what it looked like in its time. 
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GIGANTIC SEA TURTLE MONSTROSA
Creative drawing of a sea turtle fossil

NAME OF MY GIGANTIC SEA 
TURTLE MONSTROSA

English:

Irish:

I’m an extinct Archelon. 
 I am the biggest sea turtle fossil 
that has ever been found.  I am 

4.6 metres from head to tail.  
Scientists found me in North 
America in South Dakota.  It 
is very dry land now, but 80.5 
million years ago it was under 

the sea.



Why should we focus on protecting 
species, such as the sea turtles that 
are Critically Endangered, rather 
than the animals that are Extinct?Check out news articles online about ’de-extinction’ of animals such as the dodo bird, woolly 

mammoth, or the Tasmanian tiger. Create a list of the ’pros and cons’ about the idea of bringing 
back extinct animals. Once you have written down what you think, have a ’walking class 
discussion’ and share your ideas. Did you all agree or disagree? Were there any new ideas that 
you might like to think more about – what were they?
After you have had your first discussion on de-extinction of species, repeat the exercise and 
discuss if we should do more to protect sea turtle species that are alive?

’DE-EXTINCTION’ TALKING & WALKING 
DISCUSSION  
What did the dodo bird say to the sea turtle? 
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De-extinction is a GREAT IDEA 
because: 

Think about: Do you like these 
animals? Would it be great to see 
these animals in real life? Why?  
Does this idea help discussions 
about conservation?  

Write down any NEW IDEAS that 
you hadn’t thought about?  

De-extinction is NOT SUCH A 
GREAT IDEA because:

Think about: Where would the 
animal live, what would it eat, would 
it be protected, would people be 
able to see it, would this be good for 
the animal’s wellbeing?

Which sea turtle is at most risk of becoming extinct? 



CLIMATE ZONES, CURRENTS & TURTLE 
TRAVELS  
Where do all the sea turtles go?
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Name a location in the tropical zone in the Atlantic where loggerhead turtles nest:   

Do turtles migrate to polar areas. Explain? 

Pinpoint on the map and name where flatback turtles nest and stay close to home while in 

the ocean 

Pinpoint on the map in the temperate zone, in the Atlantic where leatherback sea turtles 

travel to for foraging. What country is it near: 

Explain how you think the five sea turtles have travelled ending up in Irish waters: 

The water in the ocean is constantly moving, like a big conveyor belt. It is made up of lots of eddies, 

whirlpools and major O_________ __________S. These  currents circulate in a system of moving 

water called g__________.  

How many gyres are there in the world’s ocean? F____________ 

The North Atlantic gyre starts with a major warm current called the G__________ Stream, where the 

water comes from the tropical zone in the Mexican Gulf. 

It flows north along the east coast of America. It then splinters off across the north forming the 

N_____________ ____________ ______________ where the warm water mixes creating the temperate 

waters in Ireland, UK and other Scandinavian countries. The cooler waters of the C___________ 

current flows southward along the east passing Europe and North West Africa. It then merges into 

the N____________ _____________ _______________ making a full circle, back to the Gulf Stream.

The world has seven continents and five ocean basins. North and south of the equator, the continents 
and ocean are divided into four general climate zones: TROPICAL, SUBTROPICAL, TEMPERATE, and 
POLAR. 

Pinpoint the seven continents and write the names in the key: North America, South America, Africa, 
Europe, Asia, Australia/Oceania, and Antartica. 
Write the five ocean basins names on the map: Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Arctic, and Southern Ocean.   

Can you locate on the map where the five sea turtle species that have been recorded in Irish waters may 
have come from – where are their nesting grounds?  

Many of the turtle species use ocean currents to help them travel from one region to another in search 
of food and also to return to their nesting grounds. Some travel further than others.  
To learn more about their travels, study the map below that shows the ocean currents and complete 
the questions and the sentences with the missing words:

20

Ocean

Ocean

Ocean

Northern 
Hemisphere

Southern
Hemisphere

EquatorOcean

Ocean

CONTINENTS  KEY:

Create a key and colour in the climate zone regions. 

Polar zone             Temperate  zone                Subtropical zone                 Tropical zone                           
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MY SEA TURTLE ADVENTURES  
Create a conservation conversation!

Write a story about a turtles adventures catching the currents across the Atlantic, and diving 
deep in the ocean. As part of your story, include other species that the sea turtle meets 
during its travels. Explain why the sea turtle is good for conservation campaigns encouraging 
humans to care for our ocean. Create a cartoon illustration of to go with your story.
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Five sea turtle species have been recorded in Irish 
waters.  In the last 150 years, a total of 1,303 have 
been recorded. This includes:

1,071  Leatherback  

110  Loggerhead 

15 Kemp’s ridley

1 Hawksbill

1 Green turtle

105 Unidentified

Create a picture 
graph showing the 

numbers of sea 
turtles recorded in 

Irish waters. 

SEA TURTLES RECORDED IN IRISH 
WATERS
Counting and creating a sea turtle graph

Explain your graph here:
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TURTLE TALK POLLUTION AND 
SOLUTIONS  
Calculate your plastic footprint

EXPLORERS
Turtle talk with Sea TurtlesTurtle talk with Sea Turtles

Research the different threats that turtles have to face. Can you come up with some solutions that 
will help the sea turtles. Start with calculating the amount of plastic and single use plastic that is 
used at home, in your class, and in your school. 
Create a fact footprint below and list the quantity and the types of plastics that you used in a day. 

Set out ideas for a plan of how you and your friends are going to reduce the single-use plastics 
at home, in your class, and in your school.  As a class, discuss the ideas and then vote on the 
one that you all want to action. 
List your ideas of how you could replace the the different single-use plastics with something 
else that is more sea turtle friendly. 

Can you calculate an 
estimate of how much 

single use plastic would 
be used in the week, 
month, and a year at 

home, in your class, and 
school?

23

Create a sea turtle talk conservation campaign
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TURTLE TALK ART & CRAFTS   
Save the sea turtle design & conservation 
message 
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To help share the message of creating a healthy ocean and saving sea turtles, repurpose an old 
t-shirt. Create a new design by drawing and colouring a picture of a turtle below. Then create a tag 
line with a conservation message. Are there any other fabric, fibre or recycled items that you could 
sew or stick on your t-shirt?  

Why not organise a 
class fashion show 

to show off your new 
t-shirts, bags and toys 

with your sea turtle 
messages.  

Try recycling or repurposing 
other old clothes, a pillow 
case, a jumper, or even a 

hat to make your sea turtle 
creations. 

You could use a pillowcase 
to make a tote-bag or a hat 
and sock to make sea turtle 

toys.
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Check out an item of clothing that you wear and work out what the fabric is made from. 

Clothing item examined:

What is it made of?

What percentage of natural fibres are used? 
(e.g. cotton, wool, jute) 

What percentage of unnatural fibres are use? 
(e.g. polyester, nylon, viscose) 
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