


Q: What are invertebrates?

A: Invertebrates are animals without a backbone, 

like insects, crustaceans, squid, and jellyfish. 



Q: What's a crustacean?

A: Crustaceans are a group 

of invertebrates with hard 

shells and they generally 

have ten legs. This group 

includes crabs, lobsters, and 

shrimp. 



A: Most crabs walk along the ocean floor. 

Swimming crabs have a pair of paddle-shaped legs 

to help propel them through the water. 

Q: Can crabs swim?



A: Crustaceans have a hard shell, or exoskeleton, 

on the outside of their bodies. To grow they shed 

this shell, as it doesn't grow with them.

Q: How do crustaceans grow?



Q: Are sea anemones plants or animals?

A: Although sea anemones look like plants, they 

are animals! Anemones belong to a family called 

the Cnidaria, which includes jellyfish and corals.



Q: What are corals?

A: Corals are animals. Some of 
them build a hard skeleton from 
calcium carbonate which over 
time can build coral reefs. Others 
have no hard skeleton and are 
called soft corals.



Q: Do corals live in Ireland?

A: Yes! Scientists working with 

the Marine Institute discovered 

deep-sea corals off the Irish 

coast. Unlike their more 

famous cousins, these corals 

thrive in the cold and dark! 
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Q: Can you eat jellyfish?

A: Yes, some species can be 

eaten if they are processed 

correctly! Jellyfish are eaten in 

Asia and Catalonia in Spain. 



Q: Do starfish have eyes?

A: Starfish have a small "eye 

spot" on the end of each arm that 

senses light. They can also follow 

scent trails with receptors in the 

skin and feel their surroundings 

with their tube feet.



Q: What's the biggest jellyfish in the 

world?

A: The lion's mane 

jellyfish can reach 

36.5m in length!



Q: What's the most dangerous 

jellyfish?

A: The box jellyfish from 

Australia is the most deadly 

jelly, and one of the most 

venomous animals in the 

world! 



Q: Are octopuses really 

invertebrates?

A: Yes, octopuses are 

Cephalopods, which 

include squid and 

cuttlefish. They are part 

of the mollusc group, 

which includes snails!

Family 

Reunion



A: It varies! Periwinkles 

graze algae on the 

seashore, while clams and 

mussels filter-feed on 

plankton in the water. Some 

like the dog whelk are 

carnivores, and drill into 

other shellfish!

Q: What do molluscs like to eat?



A: Yes, very! Lugworms churn up sand and break 

down organic material like earthworms on land. 

Honeycomb worms create a habitat for other animals 

with the structures they create.

Q: Are marine worms important to our 

shorelines?



A: We're not sure if any sponges 

are called Bob! Marine sponges 

are animals that filter water for 

food and are found from the shore 

down to the depths of the Abyssal 

Zone. 

Q: Is there such thing as Spongebob?

I don't live in 

a pineapple!



Q: How long can a lobster live?

A: The oldest recorded lobster was 72 years old. 

But some researchers believe they may live to be 

100! 
Back in my day....
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