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EXPLORERS STRATEGIC CONTENTS

EDUCATE and INSPIRE primary school children, teachers and the education network in Ireland 
to adopt ocean literacy concepts and principles, as well as support the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals.

COORDINATE professional development training and workshops for teachers, trainee teachers 
and outreach teams to develop their marine literacy skills, as well as promoting the use of 
marine content in line with the national curriculum. 

DEVELOP education materials and resources that can be used to teach children about the 
value of Ireland’s marine resource and the importance of our ocean and marine heritage, 
through STEM and STEAM projects, cross-curricular modules, lesson plans and activities in the 
classroom and on the seashore.

PROMOTE ocean literacy and marine outreach activities with local communities, educators 
and influencers through events and media content, to create dialogue and engagement about 
our ocean.

The Explorers Programme is funded by the Marine Institute, the State agency for marine 
research and development. The Camden Education Trust is responsible for the strategic 
development and management of the Explorers Education Programme. Galway Atlantaquaria 
provides support services to the management team as well as to the outreach teams.  
The Explorers outreach in schools is delivered by outreach centres throughout Ireland.
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EXPLORERS

The Camden Education Trust is 
delighted to present the Marine 
Institute’s Explorers Education 
Programmes Impact & Engagement 
report 2021, which provides an update 
on a busy and productive year. The 
report highlights the Explorers work 
and the team’s dedication to increase 
ocean literacy within schools, engaging 
with teachers, and the increased impact 
of the programme with the wider 
community of ocean advocates. 

As leaders in marine outreach and 
education in primary schools in Ireland, 
we are delighted that 2021 was a 
year where we achieved a long-time 
milestone of expanding the number 
of counties in which the Explorers 
Education Programme is delivered in 
Ireland. From September, we expanded 
from ten to fourteen coastal counties 
including Donegal, Leitrim, Sligo, Mayo, 
Galway, Clare, Limerick, Kerry, Cork, 
Wexford, Waterford, Wicklow, Dublin, 
and Louth. In September 2021, the 
Marine Institute set Key Performance 
Indicators for the outreach teams to 
reach each school year. These include 
delivering 393 modules to classes and 

30 school projects to schools (total 423 
modules); reaching up to 12,690 children 
and over 400 teachers. This includes 
introducing up to 10% new schools to 
the programme each year.

With this expansion we are continuing 
our work with the support services 
team, and also take this opportunity 
to welcome the outreach centres and 
their team members including: Galway 
Atlantaquaria, Leave No Trace – Ireland, 
Sea Synergy Marine Awareness Centre,  
Old Cork Waterworks Experience, 
Oceanics Surf School, and Marine 
Dimensions.  We would also like to 
thank Carmel Madigan from Loophead 
Summer Hedge School who had worked 
with the Explorers Programme up until 
June 2021. Her contribution to ocean 
literacy in schools in County Clare has 
been outstanding, and we wish Carmel 
the best with her future endeavours. 

Ireland’s education network was faced 
with unprecedented challenges in 2021 
arising from the impacts of Covid 19 
where restrictions were placed on the 
delivery of outreach within schools.

We would like to congratulate the 
teams on their dedication where they 
continued to share their passion and 
ocean expertise throughout the year. 
They reached a significant number 
of teachers and children through 
alternative online, blended learning and 
out-door education activities, as well as 
supporting other activities run by the 
Explorers management team.   

2021 saw the successful delivery of the 
strategic development of the Explorers 
Programme, where Camden Education 
Trust management team and the 
Galway Atlantaquaria support services 
team created teaching resources and 
educational films for teachers, held 
training activities and workshops for 
teachers and pre-service teachers, and 
carried out the ocean literacy evaluation 
with teachers and children around 
Ireland.  The productive year was also 
reflected in the management team 
members speaking at over 13 events 
and conferences, where the Explorers 

Programme is recognised as a leading 
outreach programme in Ireland and 
the EU. The management and outreach 
teams also created exciting and 
interactive engagement that attracted 
mainstream and social media attention 
throughout the year showing an increase 
level of engagement across all of its 
media platforms.  

The development and expansion of 
the Explorers Education Programme 
in 2021 was strengthened through its 
collaborative work with the Marine 
Institute, the management and outreach 
teams, as well as working with education 
centres, third-level training colleges, 
other educators and experts in both 
Ireland and the EU, as well as across the 
Atlantic.  We look forward to continuing 
this success into 2022. 
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EXPLORERS OUTREACH  

MIXED-METHOD APPROACH
The Explorers Education Programme conducts an annual evaluation where it uses a mixed-method 
approach, gathering quantitative and qualitative data to record the engagement and impact of the 
programme.  

Methods of evaluation activities include the completion of knowledge pre & post questionnaires, 
child-led methods of self-assessment, concept-mapping, questioning and class discussions with the 
outreach officer. The evaluation also captures teacher-designed tasks involving active, environmental 
and collaborative learning, as well as higher-order thinking and problem-solving. The teams review 
the children’s presentations and gather photographs of children’s work and activities to establish 
engagement and impact of their increased ocean literacy including their interest, understanding and 
communication skills. 

Outreach centres and management use online tools SurveyMonkey and Qualltrix  to collect 
quantitative and qualitative data from the teachers about the evaluation activities.  The data 
is analysed by a professional data analyst and the Explorers management team using a formal 
evaluation process.

QUANTITATIVE & QUALITATIVE DATA
Evaluation of the Children’s Knowledge / Engagement & Impact Results
Quantitative and qualitative data is gathered by the teacher and a total score on the children’s 
level of ocean literacy is determined. Teachers provide a rating of the children’s ocean literacy 
(KNOWLEDGE, ATTITUDES, VALUES, AWARENESS). This is based on a LIKERT scale of 1-5 in each 
category: 
1=strongly disagree | 2=disagree | 3=undecided | 4=agree | 5=strongly agree

The results are based on the average score of a sample of 10 classes (~200 children). The scores 
highlight that the teachers ’agree to strongly agree’, that as a result of the Explorers programme, the 
children have gained a high level of ocean literacy.

In 2021, Explorer outreach teams delivered 336 modules, reaching 8,500 children and 345 teachers 
in primary schools around Ireland. Faced with school restrictions from the beginning of the year, the 
teams successfully provided teachers with a mix of online classes, blended learning, as well as outdoor 
education from April to June as schools re-opened.  Face-to-face visits started again in September. 
Some modules scheduled for November and December were postponed until 2022 due to teacher and 
children absentees.  
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QUALITATIVE DATA 
Feedback from Teachers 
Feedback provided by 45 teachers on their children’s experience highlights that teaching about the 
marine in the classroom presents opportunities to develop the children’s 21st Century skills. 

The following sample of comments from 2021 shows the positive engagement the team had with the 
children, as well as the impact of the programme:

COMMUNICATION
The children were excited every day to come into school and watch the different species 
being fed and to record their observations throughout the day. Following our zoom call 
with Noirin, the girls were interested in carrying out presentations to explore the topic 
further, and several parents mentioned how enjoyable the girls found the programme. 
Most importantly, many discussions that occurred regarding marine life following our 
involvement in the programme have been based around protecting and respecting our 
oceans and sea creatures.

CREATIVITY & IMAGINATION
The children were buzzing after the lessons and couldn’t wait to get started with 
their research and creative projects. The Explorers has made a big influence on their 
understanding of the ocean and squids. Thanks so much.

COMMUNICATION
Several children told me that they had talked to their parents 
about the programme and what they had learned. During 
parent/ teacher meetings, all of the parents told me their 
children had made them aware of the programme and 
projects. Some parents helped their child to research for their 
project.

The children had a wonderful experience. One child in 
my class had never been to the beach before. She was 
truly blown away and had the ’best day of her life’. 

GLOBAL & CULTURAL 
AWARENESS
Marine studies are not part of the primary 
curriculum. However, having the Explorers come 
to our school has enabled the children to learn 
about the world ocean, and sea around us and 
has given them a genuine interest in marine 
studies. The dissection exercise was truly superb, 
when we take into account that Ireland is an 
island [nation] it is paramount that we learn 
about the waters around us.

MINDFULLNESS & 
ACCOUNTABILITY
It was a very mindful 
experience as well, as the 
children observed 
the creatures first hand.

MEDIA & TECH LITERACY
The children really engaged with it; the films and media as support material were 
excellent to engage them. Shazia was full of knowledge, and they had so many 
questions. We looked up books to do with Kraken, and found that there is so 
much room for integration across the curriculum.

CRITICAL THINKING / PROBLEM 
SOLVING & ANALYTICAL THINKING
It has widened their understanding and appreciation of 
marine life. It evolved their understanding of climate change 
and our impact on the ocean.  The children were given an 
opportunity to discuss the topics in groups and come up 
with ways to solve problems.

COLLABORATION
The children loved the programme. Each child in the classroom engaged with it and learned so 
much. Every morning the first thing the children did together was to look over to the aquarium 
to make sure all our new classmates were there! We had our daily ’Aquarium checklist’ that the 
children completed in their pods. This checklist included a ’roll call’ for the fish, the temperature of 
the water, reactions to food, etc. The kids also worked together and completed projects based on 
various marine animals.
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QUANTITATIVE & QUALITATIVE DATA 

Teachers’ self-evaluation
The Explorers team collect pre and post surveys completed by the teachers to learn more about their 
ocean literacy and interest in teaching children about the ocean. Up to seventy teachers took part 
in the pre-survey, and samples of up to 30 teachers were matched with post surveys results, after 
taking part in the Explorers Programme. The teachers were from Sligo, Mayo, Galway, Kerry, Cork and 
Waterford. Teachers provided a rating of their own ocean literacy before and after taking part in the 
programme. This was based on a LIKERT scale of 1-5 in each category: 
1 = strongly disagree | 2 = disagree | 3 = undecided | 4 = agree | 5 = strongly agree

The results of the pre and post surveys highlight the significant increase in the teachers KNOWLEDGE 
about the ocean literacy concepts including: ocean life, habitats, exploration, as well as ocean and the 
climate, and peoples connection with the ocean. The teachers recorded a strong AWARENESS about 
the marine in the pre and post surveys. The teachers scores concerning their ATTITUDES & VALUES 
about including marine themes formally on the curriculum generated a mixed response. The pre and 
post scores indicated that nearly half were undecided and the others were agreeable. After taking part 
in the Explorers programme the post scores showed movement towards agreeing that marine themes 
should be included on the curriculum. However, preferences for this was based on themed cross-
curricular projects. 

An analysis of the feedback was positive, where teachers had highlighted their experience using key 
words. The following infographic illustrates up to one-hundred words expressed by teachers describing 
their experience of working with the Explorers programme.

Teachers’ Experience
Teachers were asked about their experience taking part in the Explorers Education Programme and 
whether they shared their classes work and experiences with other teachers, pupils in school, parents, 
as well as the wider community network. Over 90% of teachers indicated they shared the Explorers 
content outside of their classroom through the following channels:

*Other forms of communication include: Christmas cards, Parent days, Research, School Assembly, Seashore Guide, Local Press

School Blog /
Newsletter 

Project 
Showcase

School notice 
boards

Zoom, TV & 
other software

School 
Website

Staff 
discussion

School social 
media

*Other

Category Pre-Mean Score Post-Mean Score % Increase

KNOWLEDGE 3.34 4.47 48.3
ATTITUDE AND 
VALUES 3.93 4.09 5.6
AWARENESS 4.7 4.81 2.9

Teachers’ Feedback on Future Marine-Themed Projects
The Explorers outreach team provide a range of cross-curricular projects and activities that support 
learning about the marine. The themes selected by teachers primarily focused on marine biodiversity 
and environmental care. This included learning about seashore species and seaweeds through 
aquariums in the class modules, and seashore fieldtrips. They also completed class projects that 
focused on deep sea animals, such as learning about squid and other cephalopods. The outreach 
teams also delivered projects where children learned about whales and dolphins, as well as sharks 
around the world, and other marine wildlife.  

Teachers were asked for feedback about the development of content for future projects. Feedback 
indicates a strong interest in content relating to climate change and its effects on the ocean, as well 
as healthy oceans, plastics and ocean pollution. There is also a keen interest in other marine topics 
including marine food, technology and heritage. The teachers also highlighted other biodiversity 
topics. This included sharks in Irish waters, turtles, jellyfish, cold-water corals and sponges.

MARINE 
TECHNOLOGY

FOOD FROM THE 
OCEAN

CLIMATE CHANGE 
AND THE OCEAN

A HEALTHY AND 
CLEAN OCEAN,  
PLASTICS & 
POLLUTION

MARINE 
HERITAGE AND 
STORYTELLING

OTHER MARINE 
BIODIVERSITY

13

18
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18 17 14

939

15 29

20 13 10
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MEDIA 

The Explorers Education Programme actively promotes content for media and social media to engage 
educators and ocean literacy stakeholders. Media campaigns focus on key areas of promoting marine 
education in primary schools and launching marine-themed education resources for teachers and 
children. Stories also highlight key activities that the outreach teams undertake throughout the year. 

Outreach teams work in collaboration to increase the Explorers social media presence. Campaigns 
are generated to support press releases with the aim to promote team activities in each county. Visual 
graphics, photos and short films involving team members are used to support campaigns. 

Social media platforms recorded a significant increase in engagement throughout 2021. Facebook 
shows ‘Likes’ and ‘Followers’ up 39% and overall interaction increased by 6%.  The Explorers Facebook 
page boasts a very high engagement rate of over 7%, noting that engagement rates over 3% 
indicates that the audience is very engaged (Public Sector Marketing Institute 2021).  

‘Wild about Wildlife on the Seashore during Science Week’ / ’Cephalopod Science Investigations and Explorers’  
presentation watched by DCU students. 

‘Seoltóir Na Gaillimhe is officially the northernmost travelled mini boat ever as of 13/6/21’
48 Tweets | 44.9K Impressions | 4124 Tweet impressions

‘Happy World Tuna Day, to an incredible species of fish, which has amazing adaptations for life, 
plays a vital role in the ocean ecosystem, and provides food for many’
48 Tweets | 45.5K Impressions  | 2740 Tweet impressions

‘Great meeting with the Explorers team from all around Ireland today! We are so looking forward to 
working with schools with face-to-face & blended learning modules.’ 
21 Tweets | 31.5 Impressions | 3677 Tweet impressions

‘Wild about Wildlife on the Seashore is coming online soon. Includes films, resources, and activities, 
you too can join the Explorers Team as they head to the seashore, from a shore near you or your 
classroom.‘
8018 (unpaid) | 7380 (paid)

Short film on the shore: ‘Join Sorsha, who delivers the Explorers Education Programme in Co Mayo, 
as she looks for the Common Starfish or Seastar – film clip’
4991 (unpaid) 

Fun Fact short film: ‘Join Sorsha, the Explorers Outreach Officer in Mayo, as she explains why she 
loves the Ocean #LovetheOcean @Marine Institute - Foras na Mara Leave No Trace Ireland – 
graphic’
4764 (unpaid)

MEDIA CAMPAIGNS:
• We love the Ocean

• Launch of the Wild about Wildlife on the Seashore films and education resources

• Back to School – meet the team & what teachers say

• Explorers Ask a Scientist

• Launch of the Explorers CSI Squid film and education resources and Kraken Facts
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The Explorers management team produced 13 press releases and stories throughout the year.  This 
generated up to 70 media hits, captured in national, local and trade press; web news, and radio.  

PRESS RELEASES & 
NEWS STORIES 

WEB NEWS TRADE/
EDUCATION 

LOCAL 
PRESS  

NATIONAL 
PRESS  

RADIO

13 33 11 18 5 3

€115,575
VALUE

2,197,773 
REACH

199,512   
REACH

777   
FOLLOWERS

1,892    
VIEWS

1,481    
LIKES

10,771     
PROFILE VISITS

12,324     
IMPRESSIONS

1,536    
FOLLOWERS

304.3K    
IMPRESSIONS

7.6%   
ENGAGEMENT

70 
TOTAL 
MEDIA 
HITS
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EXPLORERS  

The Marine Institute’s strategic objective of increasing 
ocean literacy by inspiring a new generation of ocean 
champions and informing society of the value of 
Ireland’s marine resource, is central to the Explorers 
Education Programme.  Increasing the awareness of and 
participation in Ireland’s maritime and marine identity, 
along with communicating ocean science and knowledge, 
feature throughout the educational toolkits, training and 
events of the Programme’s annual activities. 

EXPLORERS HIT MILESTONE OF INCREASING 
COUNTIES REACHED
The programme expanded to reach fourteen of Ireland’s 
coastal counties.  As part of a successful tender process 
carried out by the Camden Education Trust and the 
Marine Institute, outreach teams are now also located 
in North Dublin, Wexford, Louth, Limerick and Leitrim. 
Outreach teams include: Leave no Trace-Ireland; Galway 
Atlantaquaria, Sea Synergy Marine Awareness Centre, 
Old Cork Waterworks Experience, Oceanics Surf School, 
and Marine Dimensions. 

EUROPEAN BLUE SCHOOLS HANDBOOK 
INCLUDES EXPLORERS PROJECT
The Explorers Education Programme are included in 
the European Blue School handbook that was released 
as part of the European Blue School Project led by 
EU4Ocean Coalition and supported by the European 
Commission DG Mare. Among a number of leading 
outreach programmes in Europe, the Explorers is 
recognised for greatly contributing to the promotion of 
environmental education and ocean literacy, particularly 
in delivering  inspirational projects such as Our Ocean - 
Marine Legends, Fairy Tales and Folklore in Ireland. This 
project featured children’s poems and artwork that were 
inspired by Irish marine legends and folklore around the 
coast.

SEOLTÓIR NA GAILLIMHE WASHES ASHORE ON NORWEGIAN BEACH
Children from Kilglass National School, Co Galway, hit the headlines when their 1.5m unmanned mini 
sailboat washed up on a beach in Norway. Deployed from the Marine Institute’s RV Celtic Explorer into 
the Atlantic Ocean, Seoltóir Na Gaillimhe – the Galway Sailor, travelled over 3,000km. 

The project was carried out with the Galway Atlantaquaria Explorers team, Camden Education Trust 
and members of the oceanography team from the Marine Institute, as well as the USA Educational 
Passages. This interactive project exemplified how the ocean has an influence on daily life such as 
weather, climate, technology, and how it connects people. The children were introduced to tracking 
the mini-boat using the GPS and satellite technology attached to the boat. They also learned  about 
marine biodiversity - from microscopic plankton to the largest animals on the planet - the blue whale.

The boat set a new record with Education Passages for the most northerly journey by an unmanned 
vessel. 

HAVING A WHALE OF A TIME IN THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

Seventy primary school children, their teachers and parents, 
took part in a month-long project that focused on learning 
about whales and dolphins. Organised by Sea Synergy in 
Waterville, Co Kerry, the outreach team ran a series of online 
classes and projects throughout February, when children 
completed experiments learning about whale blubber, and 
created whale models, art work, infographic posters and 
dioramas of whales living under the sea, along with puppet 
shows and short films.

The children were also introduced to biofacts about a 
whale’s baleen (the filter-feeding system inside the mouth) 
and enjoyed puppet shows and short films depicting the life-
cycle of some of the largest mammals on earth.   They also 
met a marine scientist who explained the work of the Irish 
Whale & Dolphin Group who track and monitor whales and 
dolphins in Irish waters. 
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A unique and successful concept was to deliver classroom 
aquarium modules to children outside in the courtyard. 
This ensured children and teachers didn’t miss out on the 
face-to-face marine engagement with the team, as well as 
the marine animals ‘visiting’ the schools in Co Waterford.

Marine Dimensions, Co Wicklow, also welcomed a new 
team member who delivered the Explorers Education 
programme in Dublin North and Dublin South. With the 
team having expertise in sharks in Irish waters, along 
with documenting mermaids’ purses found on the local 
seashores, the children notably got a special introduction 
to learning about the ocean around Ireland.  Teachers 
highlighted the value of blended learning where Marine 
Dimensions provided online zoom classes, as well as 
bringing the seashore to life with the outdoor education 
modules.   

LIFETIME LAB BACK TO SCHOOL WITH A 
BLAST
Lifetime Lab at Old Cork Waterworks was very successful 
with adapting and providing online and blended learning 
activities to children, providing up to 78 virtual interactive 
class visits. Shazia Waheed made pre-recorded videos 
of local beaches and underwater footage of her diving 
expeditions at local beaches, which was extremely 
popular with the children.  

Lifetime Lab also launched the new Explorers CSI Learning 
about Squid resources, which were very popular and used 
extensively during the marine projects class module. They 
were also one of the first teams to successfully deliver 
the new ‘Healthy Ocean’ school project, involving over 92 
children from one school. The children worked together 
and created Christmas decorations made from recycled 
materials.

AN OCEAN OF STORIES: ANTHOLOGY OF CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES 
Stories of imagination and adventure from the seashore are captured in a book of over 50 stories, 
artwork and poems inspired by the experiences of school children from counties Clare and Limerick. 

Assisted by the Explorers Personal Story Writing Guidebook and a series of short videos and zoom 
sessions, the children were guided through the process of capturing their own stories about the 
ocean, promoting a sense of wellness and wellbeing. The stories capture the importance of our 
interconnection with the sea, where children recall jumping off piers, exploring rock-pools, to telling 
adventures of sailing across the ocean.

The project, led by Carmel Madigan of the Loophead Summer Hedge School who delivered the 
Explorers Education Programme in Co Clare (up until the end of June 2021) published the book which 
was launched to celebrate World Oceans Day in June. 

EXPLORERS TEAMS INCREASE THEIR REACH
2021 saw an increase in the delivery of Explorers marine 
themed modules for many of the Explorers teams. 

Leave No Trace-Ireland work with schools in counties 
Donegal, Mayo and Sligo, delivering a range of modules 
from seashore safaris to class projects. Increasing their 
outreach capacity, they now have a team of marine 
educators providing a wealth of expertise in marine 
biodiversity, seaweeds, and marine heritage. This has also 
opened up many ‘firsts’ for the Explorers team, now reaching 
new counties including Louth, Wexford, Limerick, and 
Leitrim. 

Oceanics Surf School in Co Waterford has increased the 
range of new Explorers modules delivered to classes in the 
county to now include aquariums, seashore safaris, and 
marine- themed projects. Their dedication is reflected in 
their support from many schools to deliver the programme.
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EDUCATIONAL TEACHERS & PRE-SERVICE

The Explorers Education Programme’s key strength is 
creating fit-for-purpose content in collaboration with 
educators. This is reflected in the increased level of free-
to-download resources and short films published on the 
Explorers Education Programme website. It also includes 
providing printed resources for teachers and children 
taking part in the Explorers Programme.

EXPLORERS LEARNING ABOUT SQUID: NEW 
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE FOR PRIMARY 
SCHOOLS

Camden Education Trust produced a new education 
resource toolkit called Explorers Learning about Squid: 
Cephalopod Science Investigations, which includes an 
interactive film, information books for teachers, as well as a 
workbook for children, presentations and lesson plans. The 
interactive film includes an introduction to squid species 
around the world, fun facts about squid, and it follows a 
squid dissection carried out by one of the Explorers team 
members.  

TEACHERS TRAINING CPD SUMMER COURSE & EXPLORERS TRAINING 
WEBINARS
The Explorers Education Programme works with education communities to develop and introduce 
marine content into formal education in Ireland.  Faced with restrictions to run courses in person, the 
Explorers Education Programme held its first Continuing Professional Development (CPD) interactive, 
online teachers’ summer training course with West Cork Education Centre, reaching 12 teachers from 
Cork, Kildare, Kerry, Dublin, Wicklow and Galway. Feedback from the five-day course was very positive, 
where the teachers were fulsome in their praise for the professionalism, organisation and preparation, 
along with the resources provided in the course.

The training explored ideas and themes for classroom projects, ranging from plastics in the ocean 
to coming up with novel ways to mitigate climate change and learning about marine biodiversity. 
Online activities also focused on how to make flood defences – in the teachers’ kitchens, creating sea 
monsters from recycled items and writing and performing stories, some of which using 3D online props. 

The Explorer support services team also provided a series of Teachers Training Webinars throughout 
the year, with support from Galway, Clare, and Tralee Education Centres.  This included reaching over 
100 teachers, providing them with an introduction to the Explorers resources and outreach programme.

PRE-SERVICE TEACHERS TRAINING
Since 2017, workshops have been carried out with pre-service teachers at Dublin City University (DCU). 
Content is centred on Ocean Literacy (OL) and methods for incorporating marine into the science 
curriculum for children aged 5-12 years. 

In 2021, the delivery of the training continued through online interactive workshops with two Third 
Level Institutes (Teachers Training) colleges reaching over 600 third-level initial student teachers.

The book Our Favourite Squid Species  focuses on species where children can learn about squid species 
that are the size of bus, to others that are as small as your finger nail. Squid for Beginners focuses on the 
squid’s anatomy and special features and also explains how squid have inspired research and have 
influenced science, technology and engineering. The resource also highlights squid connections with 
food, fishing and climate change, and enables teachers to expand their lessons to cover art, languages 
and history through story-telling and brings to life the mythical sea monster, ‘The Kraken’. 

EXPLORERS WILD ABOUT WILDLIFE: SEASHORE ONLINE TOOLKIT FOR 
TEACHERS
Camden Education Trust continued to develop a range of free-to-download online educational 
resources that focus on learning about the seashore as part of the Explorers ‘Wild about Wildlife on 
the Seashore’ toolkit.  The new materials include species seashore posters, Power-Point presentations, 
species information sheets and cross-curricular worksheets that can be used to assist teachers and 
children to learn about wildlife on the seashore.  Lesson plans also cover cross-curricular content 
including subjects ranging from science, geography, environmental awareness and care, maths, as well 
as English, Irish and the arts. 

Mary Immaculate College

3 lecturers 

25 students - 4th year specialism group 

265 students - 2nd year geography group 

Dublin City University 

1 lecturer

319 students - 2nd year science cohort
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THE GREAT OUTDOORS 
NATIONAL PARK CITY, 

GALWAY
‘Bringing the seashore to the 

home & classroom’ 

(Cushla Dromgool-Regan, 
Camden Education Trust)

EMSEA
‘Explorers student teach training’ 

OCEAN OBSERVATIONS & MINI-BOATS
‘The adventures of Seoltóir na Gaillimhe – the Galway Sailor’

(Presented by Cassie Stymiest, Educational Passages, USA; Cushla Dromgool-Regan, 
Camden Education Trust and Peter Kane, Kilglass National School, Galway)

EMSEA
EXPLORERS CSI SQUID RESOURCES

‘Poster presentation presented by Eimear Manning & Cushla Dromgool-Regan, Camden 
Education Trust’

EU BLUE SCHOOLS PROGRAMME 
(supported by EU4Ocean/DDG Mare)

‘Introducing the Explorers Education 
Programme’ (Noirín Burke, Galway 

Atlantaquaria)

EUROPEAN MARITIME 
DAY – MY COUNTRY 

EVENTS

‘Explorers Wild about 
Wildlife seashore safaris 

/ competitions’

MARINE INSTITUTE’S 
OCEANS OF LEARNING

‘Online content, including Sea 
how to Draw videos’

BEALTAINE LIVING EARTH 
FESTIVAL 

(organized by Calmast Waterford 
Institute of Technology)

‘5 x online workshops that reached 
167 teachers and 3,923 students; 15 x 
live online and 88 streamed classes’

(Noirín Burke, Galway Atlantaquaria 
& outreach team members)

WATER FORUM – WATER 
EDUCATION RESOURCE 

DATABASE
‘Explorers content’ 

ALL ATLANTIC PLEDGE CAMPAIGN
‘Creating ocean super-heroes & ocean champions’ 

(Cushla Dromgool-Regan, Camden Education Trust) 

4 
MARCH 

7-8 
OCTOBER 

LIBRARIES SUPPORTING OUR 
OCEAN

‘Bringing the ocean to the 
classroom and creating fit-for-
purpose content for educators’

(Cushla Dromgool-Regan, 
Camden Education Trust)

2ND OCEAN OBSERVERS WORKSHOP – HOW DOES 
THE OCEAN REGULATE OUR CLIMATE? 

‘Explorers Ocean Observation & mini-boats: The 
adventures of Seoltóir na Gaillimhe – the Galway Sailor’

(Cushla Dromgool-Regan, Camden Trust; Peter Kane, 
Kilglass National School, Educational Passages, USA)

29 
NOVEMBER

EU ATLANTIC STRATEGY II 
SECOND PILLAR II WORKSHOP

‘Round table discussion’

(Brendan Smith, Camden 
Education Trust)

3 
NOVEMBER 

GALWAY SCIENCE & 
TECHNOLOGY FESTIVAL

‘Wild about Wildlife on the 
Seashore’ online content’

7-21 
NOVEMBER 

18 & 25 
MARCH

14 
APRIL

20 
MAY 

MAY - 
JUNE 

12-23 
MAY

FÉILTE 2021
‘Transforming teaching in a 

sustainable world’

(Peter Kane, Kilglass 
National School, Galway & 

Noirín Burke, Galway 
Atlantaquaria

MAY 
9

JULY

PROMOTING OCEAN LITERACY 

2 
OCTOBER 

The Explorers management and support services teams 
reached a number of key stakeholders, promoting marine 
education in Ireland and the EU. This included presenting at 
key events, conferences and webinars throughout 2021.

12-14 
OCTOBER 
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A BIG  

On behalf of the Explorers team, the Camden Education Trust would like to thank the Marine 
Institute for its continued funding and for supporting the expansion of the programme. The 
Marine Institute’s efforts to inspire a new generation of ocean champions highlights the value of 
partnerships that are essential for sharing marine science and the value of Ireland’s marine resource 
with the wider community and children at a young age.

We would like to thank the Explorer’s support services team at Galway Atlantaquaria for their work, 
which helped to reinforce the successful roll-out of the programme over a busy and rewarding 
twelve months. Restrictions placed on face-to-face teacher training and pre-service training 
throughout 2021 provided the Explorers management team with new opportunities to develop 
online workshops with Education Support Centres and other education networks. This has taken us 
forward into 2022 with developing new ideas for making the marine more accessible to teachers 
throughout Ireland.

The Camden Education Trust thanks the outreach teams for delivering marine education to primary 
school teachers and children, where they persevered through challenges of working online and 
maintained keeping in contact with teachers, bringing marine themes to the classroom and on the 
shore. We would also like to congratulate the new team members who showed extreme dedication 
with adapting the delivery of the programme through blended learning and outdoor education.  

Finally, we want to thank the teachers, parents, and children for continuing to engage with the 
Explorers Education Programme.  With the ongoing challenges teachers faced across schools, we 
appreciate the efforts they made to enable us to ‘zoom’ into their classrooms to build ocean literacy.  
We also want to thank the teachers who took part in the first School Projects - a new Explorers 
initiative that promotes a collaboration of schools and communities creating ocean champions of 
the future.  

Photographs throughout this publication have been provided by 
the Explorers management and outreach teams.
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