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Squid are super intelligent! 
They can count, solve problems, 
recognise patterns, and 
communicate through signals. 

Maybe it has something to do with 
their multiple brains!



Squid are the 

fastest 
swimming 
invertebrates!



The vampire squid has 
photophores across its 
body that produce 
luminescent light and 
allow it to 
glow in the dark!
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The Humboldt squid can change 
to a bright red color, giving them 
their infamous Mexican nickname 
‘Diablo rojo’, or 

red devil!





Some CEPHALOPOD species 
such as Octopus, Squid and 
Cuttlefish are said to be just 
about as intelligent as  dogs!

*Some cephalopods have 500 million 
neurons, compared to 530 million 
neurons in dogs!



Baby bobtail squid are being 
sent to the International Space 
Station, as an experiment to help 
keep astronauts healthy during 
long space missions.



Japanese flying squid 
move faster through the 
air than they do through 
the water. This helps 
them save their energy 
during their long 
migrations.





Some squid can inject a 
venom into its predators 
or their prey. However, very 
few are poisonous!



A compound called melanin, 
is what makes a  squid ink a 
dark colour. Melanin also 
determines the skin colour of 
humans.



The vampire squid can 
change its appearance!  
By lifting its arms and exposing 
its spikey webbing – it can 
makes itself look like a 

dark pineapple! 



When a squid 
swallows its food, 
it goes through the 
hole of its 
doughnut-shaped 
brain!





Greek mythology, states 
Kraken the sea monster was 
born from the titans Oceanus 
and Ceto. 

This was many years before 
the Kraken came to exist in 
Norse legends.



Firefly squid can 

decode patterns 
of light that are 
created by other 
squid.
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What is your 
favourite 

SQUID 
fact?



The Explorers team facts were created by: Cushla Dromgool-Regan, Noirín Burke,  
Mona McCrea, Sarah Varian, Eithne Larkin, Atalya Peritz, Rebecca Murphy, 
Eoin McMahon, Sorsha Kennedy, Bríd O'Connor, Padraic Creedon, William 
McElhinney, Shazia Waheed, Mervyn Horgan, Jai Tuohy.

All or parts of the content of this presentation may be reproduced without further 
permission for education purposes only, provided the author and publisher are 
acknowledged.

The Explorers Education Programme is funded by the Marine Institute, Ireland’s state 
agency for marine research, technology development and innovation.
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