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INTRODUCING CRUSTACEANS
Crustaceans are a diverse group of arthropods.  They come in all shapes and sizes and 
include lobsters, crayfish, crabs, prawns, shrimp, barnacles, and pill bugs, to name a few.

There are over 50,000 species of crustaceans and most of them are marine animals.  
Some say there are as many as 65,000. Over 2,000 of these species have been 
recorded in Ireland.

CRUSTACEAN FAMILIES & GROUPS
Scientists have divided crustaceans into major groups called Branchiopods, 
Maxillopods,  Ostracods, and the Malacostraca – Wow what ‘monster’ names!  The 
malacostraca are the largest group of crustaceans and are divided into another five 
groups. This includes decapods (crabs, lobsters and shrimp), stomatopods (mantis 
shrimp), euphausiids (krill), amphipods (sandhoppers), and isopods (pill bug).  The 
maxillopoda group also includes the cirripedia (barnacles). 

The following are some of the groups that can be found on the seashore.

Decapods
Decapods are the best-known type of crustacean and include prawns, shrimps, and 
crabs. In the deeper parts of the ocean you will also find lobsters and crayfish. 
Decapods are known for having ‘ten’ legs, which are used for different purposes 
depending on the species. Crabs have five pairs of legs and are known as walkers. 
Prawns and shrimps have five pairs of legs and five pairs of swimming legs. They are 
known as swimmers.  

Amphipods
There are over 9,000 species of amphipods and the majority are marine.  The name 
'amphipod' means double, or two kinds of legs.  The amphibod has eight pairs of legs. 
The body is flattened side-ways, and it has a highly arched back. It generally swims on 
its side. An example of an amphipod are the sandhoppers and shrimp. 

Isopods
There are over 4,500 species of marine isopod that live on the shore and in the deepest 
parts of the ocean.  Although they can look similar to the amphipods, they don’t have 
eyes that are stalked.  An example of an isopod is the common sea slater and pill bug.

Cirripedia 
Cirripedia means 'curl-footed'. Barnacles and goose barnacles belong to this group. 

CRUSTACEANS



CRUSTACEAN ADAPTATIONS & CHARACTERISTICS
Crustaceans have evolved and adapted over the years to make them perfectly suited to 
their environment.  They have several key characteristics and features including a 
segemented body with an exoskeleton, branched limbs, two pairs of antennae, 
numerous pairs of appendages on the body for feeding, locomotion, reproduction, and 
respiration using gills.

Exoskeleton
A crustacean is an invertebrate, which means that it has an exoskeleton. This is a 
shell-like casing on the outside of the body that is used for protecting the soft parts 
inside.  It is called a carapace. 

Segmented Body & Pairs
Crustaceans have a segmented body. This can be seen on the prawns and shrimps 
abdomens. Crustaceans often have three pairs of appendages or parts for chewing 
food.  They have at least five pairs of legs – some have adapted or have more for 
swimming. Crustaceans are also the only arthropods that have two pairs of antennae.

Open Circulatory System
Crustaceans also have an open circulatory system, which means that the blood flows 
freely through the animals tissue – there are no blood vessels.

Claws
Many crustaceans have claws that enable them to grab quick-moving prey, to defend 
their territory, and also to help them move and climb. Some crustaceans found on the 
shore have one claw much larger than the other. This can help both get food and to 
show off during mating season.

Gills and Gill Chambers
Many crustaceans that live between land and sea have developed specialised gills and 
gill chambers to breathe oxygen both from the water and from the air.

Dart and Flight Response
Crustaceans tend to be able to ‘dart’ out of situations that threaten them, and have a 
very well-adapted ‘flight’ response.  Depending on the species, they can move in 
different directions. Crabs move sideways, sandhoppers jump extraordinary heights, 
and prawns dart backwards.

CRUSTACEANS
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WHAT TYPE OF SEA CREATURE AM I?

Hermit crabs are decapods but they use empty 
mollusc shells to live in.

WHERE WILL YOU FIND ME?

Common hermit crabs are often found on rocky 
shorelines, but can also be found in the ocean at 
depths of up to 150 metres!

WHAT DO I LOOK LIKE?

The common hermit crab is the largest species 
of hermit crab found in Ireland. The hermit crab 
is considered to be a 'false crab' as it has hard 
exoskeleton on the front part of its bodies but a 
softer exoskeleton on the other half.  As hermit 
crabs can't grow their own full shell-casing, and 
have a reddish-brown body. They are famous for 
living in abandoned shells of other species, such as 
periwinkles, top-shells and whelks. 

HOW DO I PROTECT MYSELF?

Hermit crabs, like all crustaceans, do have an 
exoskeleton to protect their soft bodies, but the 
strange thing about hermit crabs is that only the 
front portion of their body has a hard exoskeleton. 
The remaining portions of their body are soft and 
exposed.  A hermit crab will use its uropod (the 
end of the exposed abdomen) to hook itself into 
the centre of a spiraled shell.  Its right pincer is 
larger than its left one and its uses its claws to 
collect and pass food to its mouth.   The hermit 
crab has stalked eyes with very good vision. It also 
has two pairs of antennae – one pair for feeling 
and the other for smelling.  They also have hairy 
legs! Actually, they are not really hairs.  They are  
called satae and resemble bristles like hair.  They 
are used used to sense vibrations.

Hermit crabs use empty shells to protect 
their bodies like a suit of armour. They 
will often battle with other hermit crabs 
to get a larger empty shell.

Did you know?

Photography by Cushla Dromgool-Regan

QUICK FACTS
SCIENTIFIC NAME
Pagurs bernhardus

SIZE: 3-10 cm

COLOUR: Reddish-brown

LIFESPAN: 6-10 years

COMMON HERMIT CRAB 
FAOCHA GHLIOMAIGH
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WHAT DO I EAT? 

Common hermit crabs will eat detritus (waste or debris) and 
also carrion, which is the decaying flesh of other animals, such 
as fish and other crustaceans.

WHAT LIKES TO EAT ME?

Shorebirds, fish, squid, octopus, and crabs are the main species 
that eat the common hermit crab.

HOW DO I REPRODUCE?

Common hermit crabs, unlike most crustaceans, are able 
to mate even if the female does not shed her exoskeleton. 
Females will produce 200 to 300 eggs in each brood, and will 
carry them until they hatch - which can take up to 43 days! 
While a female is carrying eggs, she will switch shells more 
often, making sure that her eggs are comfortable.

www.EXPLORERS.ie
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WHAT TYPE OF SEA CREATURE AM I?

Prawns are a small crustacean and are a member 
of the decapods - the 10-legged family.

WHERE WILL YOU FIND ME?

Common prawns can be found hiding in rock 
crevices or in rock pools on the lower to middle 
shores. They can also be found in waters up to 40 
metres deep.

WHAT DO I LOOK LIKE?

The common prawn has a transparent
(see-through) body with black and red bands 
across its body and legs. It sometimes has 
fluorescent leg joints too. The common prawn also 
has long brown antennae for feeling where food 
could be. It has large eyes on either side of its long 
nose (called a rostrum).

HOW DO I PROTECT MYSELF?

The common prawn’s transparent body helps it to 
blend in to all of its surroundings. Only predators 
with keen eyes will be able to seek one out! They 
also have a hard exoskeleton for protection.

The common prawn has developed an 
incredible adaptation to avoid being 
eaten. It is see-through!

Did you know?

Photography by Spiderment

QUICK FACTS
SCIENTIFIC NAME
Palaemon serratus

SIZE: Up to 10 cm

COLOUR: Transparent with black
and red bands on body and legs

LIFESPAN: 2-5 years

COMMON PRAWN
CLOICHEÁN COITEANN
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WHAT DO I EAT?

The common prawn is a scavenger, meaning it will eat almost 
anything it can find. They will eat algae, dying seaweed, 
dead mussels, and decaying fish. They even eat other, smaller 
crustaceans.

WHAT LIKES TO EAT ME?

Common prawns are a valuable source of food for lots of fish 
species. They have even been found in the stomachs of small 
spotted catsharks.

HOW DO I REPRODUCE?

The common prawn will reproduce after the female moults. The 
female will carry her brood of up to 4,000 eggs underneath her 
body for 4 months! When the female knows her eggs are ready 
to hatch, she will search for the location where she believes her 
young will have the best chance at survival, and then she will 
let them go. The young will float away in the water until they 
are ready to settle somewhere new.

Photography by Spiderment
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WHAT TYPE OF SEA CREATURE AM I?

The common shore crab is a decapod. It is also 
considered to be a true crab. 

WHERE WILL YOU FIND ME?

The common shore crab (also known as the green 
crab) is most commonly found in rockpools in the 
subtidal zone and the lower to middle shore. The 
common shore crab is a native species in Ireland 
but is considered an invasive species in places like 
South Africa, Australia, and California. An invasive 
species is a species that has been brought into a 
new area by humans where it never lived before, 
and becomes a threat to wildlife.

WHAT DO I LOOK LIKE?

The common shore crab has a tough carapace, 
ten legs and pincers.  Its carapace is green-brown 
and can turn yellow or red during the breeding 
season.  It has five serrated tips that look like teeth 
on the front sides of its carapace. In between its 
eyes there are three rounded lobes.  It has two 
pairs of antennae, and their eyes tend to be on the 
end of stalks. It also has a very short tail that they 
keep tucked under their bodies called a tail flap.  

By tipping the crab over, you can tell the 
female and male crabs apart by looking at 
their abdomens. A female has a 'U' shape on its 
abdomen, whereas a male will have a 'V' shape.

A crab’s body grows inside its exoskeleton.  It 
therefore has to moult its exoskeleton when it body 
gets bigger.  When moulting, the crab will crack its 
hard 'shell covering' along the back between the 
carapace and the abdomen. The crab will then 
remove itself from the old 'shell'.  It will have a soft 
leathery 'paper shell' that then needs to harden.  
At this point, many crabs will hide in rock crevices 
or among the seaweed so they don’t become an 
easy meal for predators.

Did you know?

Photography by Cushla Dromgool-Regan

QUICK FACTS
SCIENTIFIC NAME
Carcinus maenas

SIZE: Up to 6 cm wide

COLOUR: Mottled green-brown or
yellow-reds

LIFESPAN: 6-10 years

W

COMMON SHORE CRAB
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HOW DO I PROTECT MYSELF?

Like any crab, the common shore crab has an extremely tough 
carapace to protect its soft inner organs. Its front legs have two 
pincered claws that it can use to fight off predators or catch 
prey. 

WHAT DO I EAT?

Common shore crabs definitely aren’t picky about food. 
They will eat almost anything they find - including seaweed, 
barnacles, mussels, and even smaller crabs!

WHAT LIKES TO EAT ME?

Shorebirds and fish are the main predators of the common 
shore crab. They are also eaten by humans.

HOW DO I REPRODUCE?

Common shore crabs reproduce after the female moults. The 
fertilised eggs will be carried around by the female to protect 
them from predators. A female that is walking around with 
eggs is known as ‘berried’, because the eggs can look like little 
orange berries.

In a lifetime, the female can carry up to 185,000 eggs! Females 
are berried for up to four months before travelling to a safe 
location in the ocean to allow the eggs to hatch.

Common shore crabs can be unfortunate sometimes and fall 
prey to one of the strangest parasites in nature. If the ‘crab 
hacker barnacle' finds its way onto a common shore crab it, 
forces the crab to carry the barnacle’s eggs instead! You can 
tell if a shore crab has these parasites if you see a smooth 
whitish patch on their underside, where the female would 
normally carry her orange eggs.

www.EXPLORERS.ie

A male crab has a
'V' shape on its abdomen.

A female crab has a
'U' shape on its abdomen.
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WHAT TYPE OF SEA CREATURE AM I?

The velvet swimming crab is a decapod.
It is considered to be a true crab.

WHERE WILL YOU FIND ME?

Velvet swimming crabs live in rock pools on the 
lower shore and in shallow waters in the subtidal 
zone.

WHAT DO I LOOK LIKE?

They are a brown crab with bright red eyes. Their 
bodies are covered in tiny bristles that give them 
a velvet look and feel. They also have bluish lines 
on their legs and bluish tips on the ends of their 
claws.

HOW DO I PROTECT MYSELF?

Like any crab, the velvet swimming crab has an 
extremely tough carapace to protect its soft inner 
organs. It also has two pincered claws that it can 
use to fight off predators or catch prey. It has 
paddle-like back legs that help it to swim fast to 
catch prey and to escape if it feels threatened.

Velvet swimming crabs are also named 
the ‘red-eyed devil’. They are soft to the 
touch like velvet but are aggressive with 
bright red eyes!

Did you know?

Photography by Semet

QUICK FACTS
SCIENTIFIC NAME
Necora puber

SIZE: Up to 8 cm across the carapace

COLOUR: Brown with red eyes. Legs
have dark blue-brown lines

LIFESPAN: 6-10 years

VELVET SWIMMING CRAB
LUAINEACHÁN
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WHAT DO I EAT?

Velvet swimming crabs will eat worms, clams, sea snails, 
prawns, and even fish if they can catch them. While they don’t 
eat humans - be careful! They can be aggressive and have 
been known to give a very nasty pinch.

WHAT LIKES TO EAT ME?

Shorebirds and fish are the main predators of the velvet 
swimming crab. They are also eaten by humans.

HOW DO I REPRODUCE?

Velvet swimming crabs reproduce after the female moults. The 
fertilised eggs will be carried around by the female to protect 
them from predators. A female that is walking around with 
eggs is known as ‘berried’, because the eggs can look like little 
orange berries. In their lifetime they can produce up to 450,000 
young!

Photography by Semet
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WHAT TYPE OF SEA CREATURE AM I?

Sand hoppers are amphipods. Most amphipods 
are usually very small (under half a centimetre) 
but there can be larger species, such as the sand 
hopper.

WHERE WILL YOU FIND ME?

Sand hoppers are nocturnal, meaning they are 
most active at night. During the day, sand hoppers 
are found under dead seaweed and debris or 
under rocks where it is dark and damp, in the 
upper shore beyond the high-tide mark.  
They can also be found hidden in the sand, buried 
10-30 centimetres below. In winter, sand hoppers 
will hibernate 50 centimetres below the sand 
surface.

Sand hoppers also have a natural sense of 
direction and time. They can reset their internal 
clock to match the rhythm of the tides – knowing 
to come out to roam at night when the tide is out.

WHAT DO I LOOK LIKE?

Sand hoppers look similar to grasshoppers, but 
much smaller. They are grey-brown or 
yellow-brown in colour, and one of their antennae 
is thicker than the other.

HOW DO I PROTECT MYSELF?

Sand Hoppers have colours that help them blend 
into the sand. This is called camouflage. They can 
also jump away from predators at amazing heights 
and distances.

Sand hoppers will jump in all directions and 
heights when rocks or dead seaweed are moved or 
lifted up, escaping any predators or nosy humans.

They jump by tucking their tail under their body 
and flicking it back out at great speed. This rockets 
the sand hopper into the air and away from 
danger.

Photography by Marco Uliana

QUICK FACTS
SCIENTIFIC NAME
Talitrus saltator

SIZE: Up to 2 cm

COLOUR: Grey-brown to yellow-
brown

LIFESPAN: 18 months for females,   
21 months for males

SAND HOPPER
DREANCAID TRÁ
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WHAT DO I EAT?

Sand hoppers by day constantly feed on dead seaweed and 
other detritus (waste or debris) found on the upper shore.  At 
night they come out to feed on debris in the sand.

Sand hoppers are often confused with the ‘sand fly’, which can 
be known to bite humans. The sand hopper is harmless and 
does not bite humans.

WHAT LIKES TO EAT ME?

Sand hoppers are a great source of food for shore birds.

HOW DO I REPRODUCE?

Sand hoppers reproduce after the female moults. They mainly 
mate in the summer months, when the daylight hours are 
longer. The females carry the fertilised eggs until they hatch by 
September. There are usually 13-15 eggs per brood.

www.EXPLORERS.ie

Sand hoppers 1-2 cm long can jump 
amazing heights of 20-40 cm and can 
also jump over a metre in distance.

Did you know?
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WHAT TYPE OF SEA CREATURE AM I?

Marine pill bugs are isopods. 

WHERE WILL YOU FIND ME?

You can find the marine pill bugs at middle tide 
level, usually in rock crevices or under rocks and 
stones. They can also be found at the mouth of 
estuaries, where freshwater and saltwater mix.

WHAT DO I LOOK LIKE?

Marine pill bugs look similar to terrestrial (land) pill 
bugs. Like other isopods, they have a 'flattened' 
oval body and are larger than amphipods. They 
use special ‘legs’ on their abdomen as gills, 
and catch oxygen from the water. They can be       
grey-white, red-green, or brown.

HOW DO I PROTECT MYSELF?

The marine pill bug has armour-like plates that 
cover its body. When threatened, the marine 
pill bug can roll itself into an armoured ball for 
protection. It also likes to hide in rock crevices or 
under stones for protection.

The tiny seashore pill bug is related to the 
giant isopod found at the bottom of the 
ocean reaches sizes of 50 cm long!

Did you know?

Photography by Cushla Dromgool-Regan

QUICK FACTS
SCIENTIFIC NAME
Sphaeroma serratum

SIZE: Up to 11 mm

COLOUR: Grey-white, red-green, or 
brown

LIFESPAN: Up to 3 years

MARINE PILL BUG
MÍOL CRÍON
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WHAT DO I EAT?

Marine pill bugs are herbivores, meaning they eat only      
plant-based food. They eat mainly algae and microalgae.

WHAT LIKES TO EAT ME?

Marine pill bugs are at risk of being eaten by crabs, shrimp, fish, 
and smaller shorebirds.

HOW DO I REPRODUCE?

Eggs are carried in a ‘brood pouch’, much like a kangaroo.    
The number of eggs in the brood pouch depends on how large 
the female is at breeding season (larger females can hold more 
eggs). Females can have between 3 and 61 eggs per brood.

Photography by Cushla Dromgool-Regan
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www.EXPLORERS.ie

WHAT TYPE OF SEA CREATURE AM I?

The common sea slaters is an isopod.

WHERE WILL YOU FIND ME?

Common sea slaters can mainly be found on the 
upper shore and the splash zone (where the splash 
from the waves reach the shore at high tide).  They 
can also be found in the middle shore area. They 
usually live in rocky areas of the shore, hiding 
in dark places.  You are also more likely to find 
them in the evening when there are less predators 
about.

WHAT DO I LOOK LIKE?

The common sea slater is a type of marine 
woodlouse, so has a similar appearance. It has a 
long oval-shaped body, along with all of the usual 
features of an isopod. They are usually grey or 
brown. They also have large black compound eyes. 
These are like tiny little eye units in each eye that 
can see brightness and colour. 

HOW DO I PROTECT MYSELF?

The common sea slater has a tough carapace 
(exoskeleton) to protect itself from predators. 
It is also a nocturnal species (is most active at 
night), and it’s dull colours helps it blend into the 
darkness. During the day it protects itself by hiding 
in rock crevices.

Sea slaters have gills but do not live in 
the water!

Did you know?

Photography by Ian Redding

QUICK FACTS
SCIENTIFIC NAME
Ligia oceanica

SIZE: Up to 3 cm

COLOUR: Dark grey or brown

LIFESPAN: 2.5-3 years

COMMON SEA SLATTER
CLÁIRSEACH THRÁ

WHERE WILL YOU FIND ME:

SPLASH ZONE

IN
TE

RT
ID

A
L 

ZO
N

E 

Upper Shore

Middle Shore

Lower Shore

SUBTIDAL ZONE



www.EXPLORERS.ie

WHAT DO I EAT?

The common sea slater is an omnivore - meaning it eats all 
kinds of foods (both plant and meat-based). It comes out at 
night to feed on seaweed (particularly bladder wrack), and 
other detritus.

WHAT LIKES TO EAT ME?

Lots of fish have been known to eat the common sea slater. 
cod, whiting, wrasse, rockling, dab and flounder will happily 
feed on a sea slater if they find the opportunity.

HOW DO I REPRODUCE?

When common sea slaters are ready to reproduce, they will 
moult their carapace. Eggs are held by the female in a pouch 
called a marsupium (similar to that of a kangaroo). When the 
eggs hatch, they leave the pouch as larvae and continue to 
develop into adults. It is believed that common sea slaters only 
mate once in their lifetime.

www.EXPLORERS.ie
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WHAT TYPE OF SEA CREATURE AM I?

Goose barnacles are a primitive cirripede.

WHERE WILL YOU FIND ME?

Goose barnacles attach themselves to hard 
floating objects, such as driftwood, bottles, boats, 
and buoys. They can also be found attached to 
rocks. If barnacles grow in large numbers on a 
ship, they increase the vessel’s drag, making the 
ship slower.  They have to be removed when the 
ship is docked.  Goose barnacles can often be 
found washed up on the seashore after a storm. 

WHAT DO I LOOK LIKE?

Goose barnacles are also known as stalked 
barnacles and are characterised by their stalk 
and 'head'. Its head is a heart-shaped shell, that is 
called a capitulum. Their capitulum is made of five 
glossy-white calcium plates.

The barnacle attaches itself to objects using its 
peduncle, which looks like a long flexible neck. 
The peduncle is a part of the head that produces 
a kind of cement, which binds the barnacle to 
floating objects in the water. The peduncle can 
vary in length from 4 to 80 centimetres.

There is a bird called the barnacle goose, 
and it was once thought that this goose 
started its life as a goose barnacle 
because no one had ever seen its nest.

Did you know?

Photography by Cushla Dromgool-Regan

QUICK FACTS
SCIENTIFIC NAME
Lepas anatifera

SIZE: Capitulum (shell) can grow to
5 cm; peduncles (stalk) can be 4-80 cm 
long

COLOUR: White shell and brown
peduncle

WHERE WILL YOU FIND ME: 
Attached to objects floating at sea or 
washed up on the shore after a storm

GOOSE BARNACLE
GIÚRANN
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HOW DO I PROTECT MYSELF?

Goose barnacles have an outer capitulum (shell) to protect 
their soft inner body. Their peduncles also produce a kind of 
cement that roots them to whatever object they want to attach 
to. Barnacles don’t move and will stay in same place unless torn 
off.

WHAT DO I EAT?

Goose barnacles are filter-feeding crustaceans. Unlike most 
other types of barnacles, they depend on water motion rather 
than the movement of their cirri for feeding.

WHAT LIKES TO EAT ME?

Goose barnacles are eaten by sea slugs, starfish, crabs, sea 
urchins, and humans.

HOW DO I REPRODUCE?

Unlike most other species of barnacle, goose barnacles are 
hermaphroditic. This means they have both male and female 
reproductive organs. The female is pregnant with her young 
for just one week! There is no parental care after the young are 
released.

www.EXPLORERS.ie
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WHAT  TYPE  OF  SEA CREATURE AM I?

A barnacle is a cirripede.  Although the common 
barnacle may look like tiny mollusc shells, their 
larval stage is distinctly the same characteristics of 
the crustacean family. Much of this was discovered 
by JV Thomson and Charles Darwin in the 1800’s.

WHERE WILL YOU FIND ME?

Common acorn barnacles are the most common 
barnacle found on Irish shores. They will attach to 
almost any surface in the inter-tidal area of the 
seashore.

WHAT DO I LOOK LIKE?

The common barnacle is greyish-white or 
sometimes yellowish. Although the mass of 
barnacles on a rock look like lots of little mollusc, 
they are in fact a mass of little crustaceans.
 
If you look closely, the common barnacle’s 
cone-shaped shell is an exoskeleton. It is made 
up of six overlapping ‘armoured’ plates. At the top 
is a diamond-shaped opening made up of plates 
that open and close like a sliding door.  Inside its 
casing, the barnacle is 'upside down'.  Its head is 
stuck to the rock and it doesn’t move!  Attached 
to its head are  limbs called ‘cirre’.  These look like 
long feathery legs.

Photography by Nancy Nehring

QUICK FACTS
SCIENTIFIC NAME
Semibalanus balanoides

SIZE: Up to 1.5 cm

COLOUR: Greyish white to yellow

LIFESPAN: Depends on locality on 
the shore: upper shore up to 8 years;  2-3 
years on the lower shore

COMMON ACORN
BARNACLE
GARBHÁN CARRAIGE
COITEANN
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WHAT DO I EAT?

Common acorn barnacles stick their feathery legs outside of 
their body when they want to feed. The feathery legs are sticky 
and will trap food like plankton or detritus (waste and debris).

WHAT LIKES TO EAT ME?

Whelks (a type of sea snail) are the most common predators 
of barnacles. They will drill a hole into the barnacle and suck 
up the barnacle flesh inside just like soup.  Fish are also known 
to snip off the barnacle legs when they are sieving for food. 
Mussels and sea urchins will also feed on barnacle larvae if 
they float past.

HOW DO I REPRODUCE?

Common acorn barnacles are hermaphrodites, meaning 
they have both male and female reproductive parts. Because 
barnacles are stuck to the rock, it can be difficult to move 
about.  Males will therefore reach around to find a female. 
After fertilisation, the young larvae will grow inside the female 
barnacle’s body. When the young are large enough the female 
will release them into the water to drift away and find their 
own place to settle for life. It is estimated that a barnacle can 
release up to 8,000 eggs per year.

www.EXPLORERS.ie

Barnacles are stuck to rocks by their 
head and eat with their feet!

Did you know?
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There are lots of lovely books and websites for children to find information about the 
animals that live on the seashore. The following books are some that have helped us, 
and are very useful to have at the seashore when exploring.

Asa Barber et al. (April 2015) Journal of The Royal Society Interface 12 (105)

Challinor, H., Murphy-Wickens, S., Clark. J., Murphy, A. (2001) A Beginner’s Guide to 
Ireland’s Seashore, Sherkin Island Marine Station, Cork, Ireland

Fish J. D., and Fish, S. A. (2011) A Student’s Guide to the Seashore (3rd edition),
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, England

Sterry, P., and Cleave, A. (2012) Collins Complete Guide to British Coastal Wildlife
- A photographic guide to every common species, HarperCollins Publishers, London, UK

Taylor, L., and Nickelsen, E. (2018) Ireland’s Seashore A Field Guide, The Collins Press, 
Cork, Ireland

USEFUL LINKS
https://exploreyourshore.ie/ 
https://www.marlin.ac.uk/ 
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/
https://animaldiversity.org/
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