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REPORT
OF THE

INSPECTORS OF IRISH FISHERIES
ON THE

SEA AND INLAND FISHERIES OF IRELAND, FOR 1877.

TO HIS GRACE JOHN WINSTON, DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH, K.G.,
<fcc., &c., Ac.

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND.

May it please your Grace,
In conformity with the 112th sec. of 5th & Gth Vic., cap. 106, we beg to submit our 

Report for the year 1877, being the ninth since our appointment.
Sea Fisheries.

According to the Coast Guard returns furnished to us, the number of craft of all 
descriptions engaged in fishing for sale in 1877 was 5,382, and the crews 20,393, consist
ing of 19,615 men and 778 boys.

Of these there were solely engaged in fishing 1,547 vessels and boats, having 6,405 
men and boys, partially engaged, 3,835 vessels and boats, and 13,988 men and boys.

Full particulars will be found in the Appendices as to classification of crafts and crews.
It will be seen that there are now two instead of as heretofore three heads—as it has 

been deemed well to combine under one those solely and nearly altogether engaged in 
fishing.

There is a seeming decrease, as compared with last year, of 583 vessels and boats, 
and 3,300 in the crews, or 3,158 men and 142 boys.

This apparent diminution, particularly as regards the men, we believe to be consider
ably beyond the reality, for the reasons stated in previous reports, viz., having hitherto 
found considerable difficulty in ascertaining satisfactorily the amount of the crews.

In some places it was the practice, as soon as the number of boats was obtained, to 
apportion to each as many men as it was deemed necessary for her working. This plan 
was most fallacious, as it frequently happened that the same men helped to man two or 
more boats—particularly those only partially engaged in fishing. To obviate, if possible 
such errors, we directed this year that the names of the crafts and crews belonging to 
each class should be ascertained.

Greater accuracy has thus been obtained, particularly as regards the number of 
fishermen.

The result has been to show a diminished number of fishermen, but it is extremely 
difficult to pronounce, from the reasons given, as to any actual diminution. We have 
no doubt that in preceding years more than the number actually in existence were made 
to appear in the returns furnished to us.

As the statistics for the future will be taken on the same principle as this year they 
may be looked on as reliable, and a comparison may be more fairly made between the 
figures of 1877 and 1878 than between those of 1876 and 1877.

In our report last year we stated that the want of a properly equipped vessel attached 
to our department prevents us having an advantage for which for some years we have 
strongly represented the necessity for the purpose of enabling us to make useful investi
gations, to visit islands usually difficult of access, and to aid in enforcing the fishery 
laws. We have felt this want particularly during the last year.

We were led to hope that this great requirement for the efficiency of our Department 
would ere this have been met, as the necessity was fully admitted ; but unfortunately .we 
have been again disappointed. We feel bound in the interest of the fisheries to bring 
the matter once more under the notice of Your Grace.

The conduct of the fishermen as usual has been reported by the officers of Coast Guard 
as most satisfactory.

A 2



4 REPORT OF THE

We have again to express our regret that in consequence of the improvements going 
on at Ardglass Harbour and those contemplated at Arklow, the Treasury have for some 
time suspended grants for smaller harbours. This decision has prevented some works 
from being proceeded with that would have proved most useful to the fisheries and saved 
many engaged in them from much risk and hardship.

The prohibition against trawling in certain parts of Galway Bay have been removed, 
but the restrictions preventing this mode of fishing within three miles of boats en"a"ed 
in herring and mackerel fishing remain unaltered. We expect that this will result in 
increased capture, and stimulate fishing enterprise in that locality.

We contemplate holding inquiries this year with a view of ascertaining whether it 
would be desirable to make some change in the regulations respecting trawling alon<>' 
some portions of the East Coast.

We have made arrangements for carrying out the Act of last session, imposing restric
tions on the taking of crabs and lobsters under 4 J inches across the broadest part of the 
back for the former, and 8 inches for lobsters from the tip of beak to the end of the tail, 
and regret that so far as Ireland is concerned, that our recommendation was not adopted 
to limit the size of lobsters to 9 inches and crabs to 5 inches.

There is nothing to be said respecting the oyster fisheries beyond what was contained 
in our reports for some years back.

Very little spat was obtained in 1877.
Two new licences w’ere granted and Six withdrawn.
On the 118 that now’ exist there is but little doing in the way of cultivation; on 

many of them nothing. Most of the natural banks are almost unproductive.
The by-lawrs we have made for their protection in most cases we are unable to enforce, 

owing to the insufficiency of the Coast Guard and not having means at our disposal for 
providing special protection.

The chief public fishery off Arklow yielded 8,706 barrels, producing same amount in 
pounds sterling.

But as dredging there is dependent on the weather and the state of the Bar at the 
entrance of the Harbour it is difficult to make a comparison as to productiveness be
tween one year and another.

Owing to the deficiency of young stock vast quantities are imported from France, 
and, on the whole, turn out well.

A our Grace having approved of one of this Department proceeding to France to obtain 
information as to the state of the oyster fisheries there, particularly as to the alleged 
success of culture, and to ascertain any useful facts likely to be practically applicable to 
those beds, the circumstances of which most nearly correspond with those of the 
oyster beds on the Irish Coast, Major Hayes was requested by his colleagues to perform 
the duty. As his report has been presented to Parliament we feel it unnecessary to 
say more than that it must be manifest from the view’s he expresses, in which we 
concur, that nothing effective can be done towards renovating some of the nearly 
exhausted public beds, where there is a probability of recovery and otherwise benefiting 
our oyster fisheries, unless increased legal powers be conferred on us, not only for tho 
making of additional by-laws but also for to stringently enforce them.

Quite as essential, too, would be the placing of sufficient funds at our command for 
the stocking of beds and trying experiments. We expect that some of the outlay might 
hereafter be met by charging an adequate license for dredging on grounds rendered 
more valuable by the expenditure of public funds. Other sources of income, such as 
rent for concessions, might also be devised towards expenses.

Sale of Sea Fish in English Markets.
A reference to Appendix 4, page 49, will show that at nine places in England the sale 

of Herrings, Mackerel and Cod, from Ireland, in 1877, amounted to <£538,255. In 
addition to this there were vast quantities sent to other places in England, and also to 
Scotland, of which there is no record, besides what was retained for home consumption. 
A good deal of the choice descriptions of fish not enumerated in the table, such as 
Turbot, Plaice and Sole, are sent away.

Lobsters, Crabs, Cockles, Mussels and Periwinkles, must realize a large amount.

The Herring Fisheries.
AV e are only in a position to give with accuracy the capture brought into eight places 

on the East Coast and at Kinsale.
It amounted to 284,424 mease, averaging £1 5s. 9cZ. per mease, as compared with 

178,392 at £1 7s. 3cZ. last year.
Around other portions of the coast for which we have no returns large quantities 

were taken.
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Herring Fishery, 1877, at the undermentioned Places.

Boats employed, 
and highest number on 

any one day.
Total Capture. Average Price.

Mease. £ s. d.
Cornish, . 243 A

Ilowth, between 2nd June and 29th Scotch, . 226 (
65,326 1 8 0December, 1877. Manx, 175 ?

Irish, 232 )
Arklo\vj between Otli Juno juid f20t.li

December, 1877, — 11,449 1 4 4
Kinsale, between 10th March and 17th

October, 1877,...................................... — 1,686 1 14 0
Gieenore, between IGth June and 29th 

November, 1877, — 21,087 1 5 6
Ardglass, between lltli June and 2nd 

December, 1877, — 116,114 1 2 6
Omeath and "Warrenpoint, 2Gth June 

to 17th November, 1877, . — 1,262 1 3 3
lx.il keel j butvecn 1st J vine mid 1st l\o~ 

vember, 1877, . - 5,500 1 0 0
Annalong, ... — 60.000 1 5 0
Courtown, ...... — 2,000 1 5 0

284,424 1 5 9

The Mackerel Fishery.
The returns from the Kinsale fishery for 1877 show a gross capture of 114,562 boxes 

of six score fish each, realizing prices varying from 8s. 7<7. to 95s. 5cZ. per box, and 
producing in the aggregate £120,398, being an average of about 21s. per box.

In the early part of the fishing season the temperature was unusually low, which it 
is alleged prevented the fish coming to the surface, and as a result leading to a lesser 
capture than would otherwise have occurred. It is stated that the temperature in the 
month of April was five degrees below the average, and the lowest on record for the last 
fourteen years.

Unusually boisterous weather was also experienced during that month—one very 
severe gale on the 25th caused the loss of some complete trains of nets, besides partial 
loss and much damage to many others, and endangering the lives of several crews.

As it is evident that much of this loss might have been prevented if the port of 
Kinsale had been supplied with the usual storm signals which have been furnished to 
many places around the coasts of the United Kingdom, we felt it our duty some time 
back to represent the matter to the authorities; and we trust this may lead 
to the establishment by the Meteorological Department of the necessary signals so that 
the valuable fishing fleet at Kinsale may receive timely warning of approaching gales 
and avoid many of the risks to which they have been hitherto exposed.

There were 229 English and Manx boats, 15 Scotch, and 142 Irish attending the 
mackerel fishing of 1877, being an increase of Irish boats as compared with 1S76 of nine 
and as compared with 1871 of no less than seventy-two.

It is satisfactory to find that the principal development of this important fishery has 
of late years been more the result of home enterprise than of that of the sister country 
—this is shown by the increase of seventy-two Irish boats as compared with thirty-two 
English and Manx since 1871.

That the fishing if judiciously pursued is a profitable one may be inferred from 
figures given in previous reports, and it is alleged that as much as £50 per man has been 
earned in a season by some crews, whilst the average earnings are between £20 and 
£30, besides provisions, for about 31- months work, the profits to the boat owner being 
in proportion to the amounts earned by the fishermen.

A new boat properly provided with nets complete would cost about £700 ; but, 
taking the fleet as it was in 1877, the average value of the boats has been taken by 
competent authority to be about £550 each, which for a total of 386 boats would amount 
to £212,300, irrespective of about 113 French luggers, each averaging over sixty tons, 
with a crew of eighteen men.

rl he employment given by the mackerel fishery is very considerable, and is the means 
of circulating a great deal of money in the adjoining localities. This will be at once seen 
when it1S mentioned that about 100 yawls, each manned by six men, are employed by 
the buyers during the season to enable them to meet the boats coming in from the fishing 
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ground. These take 600 men besides 300 additional employed as packers, carters, &c., 
each receiving about 25s. per week wages. Their weekly earnings thus amount to over 
<£1,100, and taken for the season of fourteen or fifteen weeks, would come to in rou^di 
numbers fifteen or sixteen thousand pounds.

Besides the foregoing there was the usual number of steamers employed conveying 
the fish to England, and hulks for the storing of ice, &c.

It is estimated that not more than about one-fortieth part of the fish captured is 
consumed in Ireland.

Large quantities of mackerel are captured at other places around the coast by 
the local fishermen, and consumed in the country, but of these we are unable to 
obtain statistics.

The Pilchard Fishery.
Although pilchards in considerable quantities appeared off various places on the coasts 

of Cork and Kerry during 1877, yet the shoals generally were by no means so numerous 
as in other years, and in most cases where they were observed they kept further from 
the shore—and very few were captured.

Off Granfeen station, county Cork, they appeared from August to October.
Off Glandore, where in former years great quantities have been seen, but few appeared.
Off Barlogue large quantities were observed, but at a distance of from two to three 

miles from the shore.
In the county Kerry—at Allihies, Ballycrovane, Kells, Ventry, and Ballydavid 

stations they were seen in some quantity—and at the latter station in Smerwick 
harbour, they were close in shore from September to December.

During the year a small company was established for the purpose of carrying on the 
pilchard fishing and curing; the place selected was Baltimore, near Skibbereen ; stores 
were provided, boats and gear, with experienced fishermen, were brought over from 
Cornwall; but, unfortunately, their first season has resulted unsuccessfully.

It is supposed that unfavourable weather, which affected other sea fishings also, was 
the cause; but it is to be earnestly hoped that the present year’s operations may 
prove a success, and lead to a much greater development of this important fishing than 
has yet been attempted.

It appears to be questionable whether the most eligible site has been selected for the 
operations of this Company; but, doubtless, in previous years immense quantities of 
Pilchards have appeared in the locality. It may be worth the consideration of those 
interested in the enterprise, whether it might not be judicious to arrange for informa
tion to be sent to Baltimore from time to time, as to the appearance of shoals of Pilchards 
along the coasts from the various coast-guard stations.

Fishery Piers and Harbours.

The following information has been furnished by the Board of Works in reference to 
the harbours recommended by this department in 1874 and 1875, none having been 
since recommended in consequence of the decision of the Treasury not to make further 
grants for the present:—
Glin, county Limerick, ..... . Completed. Transferred to county.
Giles’-quay, county Louth, . ; . In progress.
Courtmacsherry, county Cork, . Completed. Transferred to county.
Grey stones, county Wicklow, .... , No recommendation, Engineer’s report not being 

favourable.
Poul-Hurrin, Gortalia, county Donegal, . Engineer’s examination not yet made.
Malinbeg, county Donegal, .... Do. do.
Port-Oriel, Clogher Head, county Louth, . . In progress.
Inisboffin, county Galway, .... . Completed. Transferred to county.
Inishark, county Galway, .... Do. do.
Tawney, county Donegal, .... . Engineer’s examination not yet made.
Muckross, county Donegal, .... Do. do.
Ballysaggart, county Donegal, . , . Do. do.
Scattery Island, county Clare, .... , Engineer’s estimate <£700. Communicated to memo

rialists—no reply.
Bournapeaka, Ballyvaughan, county Clare, . . In progress.

. Engineer’s examination not yet made.Smeerogue or Poalally, county Galway,
Molranny, county Mayo,....................................... . Engineer’s estimate sent to memorialists. Awaits 

presentment and contribution.
Scilly, Kinsale, county Cork, .... . Inquiry as to the best site still pending.
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Burton Port, county Donegal, Engineer’s estimate communicated to the memorialists
who propose a smaller sum.

Rathmullan, county Donegal, ..... Completed. Transferred to county.
North Harbour or Kearn’s Port, Cape Clear, county

Cork,.............................................................................In progress.
Ardglass, county Down, ...... Do.
Cheekpoint, county Waterford, .... Not yet reported on by Engineer.

Reproductive Loan Fund.
Reportswill be found at pages 19-22 from each Inspector, with regard to the adminis

tration of this fund in our respective divisions.
The amount available for 1877 was £6,507. The sum applied for, £9,310, embracing 

469 applications and comprising 984 persons.
216 loans comprising 416 persons for £3,375 were recommended. 16 loans were 

cancelled or not perfected for £194, so that £3,267 was actually issued on 208 loans.
In the county Limerick £613 available, was not applied for. County Leitrim £324 do.
In county Sligo £205 was issued out of £455 available, and in the county Kerry 

£114 only was taken up out of £2,160 available. In all the other counties as will be 
seen at Appendix 4, page the amount sought for exceeded the fund available.

For the three years since the passing of the Act £14,474 has been advanced for loans. 
Up to the present only £61 8s. Gd. remained overdue on the instalments, and for 1877 
the small sum of £3 Ils. OcZ. so that while we venture to claim some credit for the care 
exercised in not recommending any persons for loans unless properly secured—we fully 
recognise fhe laudable efforts made both by borrowers and securities to meet their engage
ments.

With regard to the application of the money we have only to repeat our statement 
of last year, that in some instances it has not been as fully applied to the purposes 
intended as it should have been ; but that generally speaking it had been fairly applied, 
and benefits resulted to the fishermen and an impetus given to fishing industry. All 
things considered, both as regards the punctual payment of the instalments, and the benefit 
resulting to the fishermen and to the consumer, we submit that the experiment as 
regards loans, has proved satisfactory, and consider that good results W’ould follow from 
an extension of the system.

STATE OF THE SEA FISHERIES.

Dublin Division.
From Howth to Greystones, both stations inclusive. According to the Coast Guard 

returns, there are in this division 199 fishing craft, and employed in same 555 men and 
64 boys, as compared with 176 vessels and boats, 647 men and 116 boys in 1876, beino- 
23 more craft and 144 less crews.

The number of vessels and boats solely engaged in fishing in 1877 was 188, and crews 
619 ; partially engaged, 11 boats.

No crews are returned for the latter boats. It is stated that they are manned out of 
the third class crews of the craft solely engaged in fishing.

Last year for the 21 boats returned as partially engaged in fishing there was assigned 
133 men and boys. If we had not this year adopted the plan alluded to in the preceding 
part of our report, of having every man named for the craft to which he belonged, it is 
likely that at least 40 would be assigned to those 11 boats which it appears are manned 
when occasion requires from other craft whose crews are enumerated. This no doubt 
holds good with regard to several other divisions, and will account for much of the 
seeming decrease that has taken place in the crews since last year.

Trawling, and long and short lines and draft nets are the modes of capture.
Flat fish, cod, haddock, and herring are chiefly taken.
The fishermen well provided with boats and gear.
Particulars as to capture of herrings in preceding part of report.
No natural oyster beds, but oysters for fattening purposes are laid down at Clontarf 

and Sutton.
Lobster and crab fishing very small, and decreasing.
No part of division unguarded.
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Arklow Division. -
From the Breaches, County Wicklow, North, to the Sluices, near Cahore, County 

Wexford, South, a length of 56^ miles.
No portion of this division unguarded.
The Coastguard Returns show as employed in the fisheries during 1877, 342 vessels, 

1,631 men, and nine boys, which, as compared with our report of last year, would give 
an apparent increase of 2 vessels, but a decrease of 284 men and 1G boys.

Of the boats, 6 were of the first class, 277 second, and 59 of the third.
Fish principally captured—Cod and herrings, the latter most abundant. The mode 

of fishing is by lines and trawls.
There were 8,706 barrels of oysters taken from the Banks—the price obtained aver

aging 206*. per barrel—realizing a sum of £8,706. In 1876 the amount was under <£7,000.
More spat was observed in 1877 than in the previous year.
Nothing worthy of note in notice of the fisheries has occurred since last report.
Nothing has yet been done with the object of placing the harbour in a satisfactory 

condition. It is much to be desired that another year may not be allowed to pass without 
some determined efforts being made to render it safe and easy of access.

Wexford Division.
From the Sluices near Cahore to Bannow Bay.

The Harbour of Wexford, from Rosslare to Raven Point, is unguarded, being under the 
control of the Customs authorities.

In this division there are 1G4 boats, 661 men, and one boy engaged in sea-fishing. Of 
these 15 are first-class boats, 137 second, and 12 third.

Solely engaged in fishing, 61 boats and 1G2 men; partially, 103 boats, 499 men, and one 
boy. Fish generally captured—Herrings, mackerel, cod, bream, &c.

The modes of fishing are drift and trawl nets, hand and long lines.
Considerable shoals of herrings were within half a mile of the coast in October—for 

these there were adequate means of capture—but not so with regard to mackerel, 
which appeared in large quantities during August and September.

Lobsters of good size and fine quality are taken in considerable numbers.
Fishermen reported to be orderly—nothing of interest to record since report for 187G.

Waterford Division.
From East Bank of Bannow Ferry to Bally voile Head, north of Dungarvan 

Harbour.
This division extends along the coast for a distance of 62| miles, all of which is 

guarded; but in the Estuaries the following portions are unguarded :—
From Oyster Point to Wellington Bridge, 5 miles; from Ballyhack to Fisherstown, 

8 miles; from Glass House to Rochestown, 7 miles; from Church Point to Blackrock, 
10 miles; total 30 miles.

In the division there are 124 boats, 332 men, and 19 boys employed in the sea 
fisheries—9 first class boats, 91 second class, and 24 third class.

Of the above there are solely engaged in fishing, 14 boats, 37 men, 8 boys; par
tially so engaged, 110 boats, 295 men, 11 boys.

The fish principally taken are plaice, soles, turbot, brill, bream, cod,hake,ling, mackerel, 
whiting, and sprats, and occasionally herrings in large quantities.

The modes of fishing are trawling, seines, long-lines, hand-lines, &c.
Large shoals of mackerel and sprats in all the small bays were close to shore in July, 

August, and September, and some herrings later in the season.
It is estimated that about 10,000 lobsters and three times that quantity of crabs were 

taken in 1877.
The fishermen are generally not well supplied with gear. They arc reported as quiet 

and orderly, and no conflicts have occurred.
Youghal Division.

From Ballyvoile Head, near Dungarvan, to BaHycottin; a distance of 5G| miles.
Unguarded From Tullacort Point to Ballyvoile Bridge, two miles; fromMine Head, 

East, to Corrin River, West, six and three-quarter miles; from Goat Island to Ferry 
Point, five miles; from Glanwilliam to Ballycrivane, five miles; total, 18| miles.

The Coast Guard returns show as engaged in the sea fisheries 11G boats, 535 men, 
3 boys, viz.:—12 first-class boats, G2 second-class and 42 third-class. Of these
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4G boats, 295 men, and 1 boy are shown as solely engaged in fishing, and 70 boats, 240 
men, and 2 boys, only partially so engaged.

Hake, cod, ling, plaice, soles, mackerel, bream, whiting, and large quantities of sprats 
abound in the district. It is reported that Dungarvan Bay was latterly much infested 
with dog fish. The mode of fishing is by trawls, trammels, seines, and hand lines.

Large shoals of mackerel and sprats; not adequate means of capturing the former.
Mackerel in Dungarvan Bay in August and September. Sprats in Ardmore and 

Youghal Bays in December, close to the shore.
It is estimated that about 4,500 lobsters, and 3,000 crabs were taken at Mine Head 

and Ardmore Bays. Means of capture said to be insufficient.

Queenstown Division.
From Garryroe, in Ballycottin Bay, West, to Lane’s Cottages, Ringabella Point, East. 

Length of coast, 110 miles.
Unguarded portion of division :—All the estuary of Cork Harbour, from and includ

ing Queenstown to the City of Cork.
The returns show that 198 boats, Gil men, and 41 boys were engaged in the sea 

fisheries in 1877, viz.:—5 first-class boats, 101 second-class, and 92 third class. Of these 
104 boats, 3G7 men, 28 boys, were solely engaged in fishing, and 94 boats, 244 men, and 
13 boys only partially so engaged.

Fish generally captured—Turbots, sole, plaice, conger, mackerel, hake, cod, pollock, 
whiting, bream, gurnard, and sprats.

The fishing is done by means of trawls, long lines, hand lines, and seines.
The fishermen are reported orderly. Nothing of any importance has occurred since 

report for 187G.
Kinsale Division.

From Myrtleville Point, East, to Galley Head, West; a distance of 110 miles.
Unguarded portions:—From Barry’s Head to Flat Head (Oyster Haven) 1^ miles; from 

Muckross to Virgin Mary Point, Dunny Cove, 3 miles 180 yards; total 4 miles 1,500 
yards.

In 1877 there were 3G9 boats, 1,685 men, and 98 boys reported to have been engaged 
in the sea fisheries, viz. *.—70 first-class boats, 112 second-class, and 187 third-class. Of 
these 90 boats, 455 men, and 44 boys were solely engaged in fishing, and 279 boats, 
1,230 men, and 54 boys as only partially engaged.

The fish found in the greatest quantities off this division are mackerel, herring, sprats, 
pilchards, bream, pollock, cod, hake, soles, whitings, and scad. Pilchards are seen in 
large quantities, but are not much caught, there being no market for them.

Mode of fishing—Trawling, seining, trammels, spillers, and hand lines.
Mackerel and herrings in quantities from March to June, when the principal fishing 

takes place. Mackerel in quantities seen later in the season, but not many captured.
About 1,800 lobsters are estimated to have been taken during the year.
Fishermen are reported to be orderly and well behaved.
Representations have been made to the authorities with the hope that a storm drum 

signal station may be established at Kinsale, so that timely warning may be given to the 
fishermen of approaching gales.

' Skibbereen Division.
From Galley Head to Suave Bridge—about 170 miles.

Unguarded about 70 miles, viz., Three Castles Head to Carberry Island, Carberry 
Island to Snave Bridge ; from Rinks Castle to Ballydehob, besides the Islands of Clear, 
Sheskin, Ringarogy, Long, Castle, Horse, and other smaller ones, occasionally visited.

The returns from Coastguard show that in 1877 there were 320 boats, 1,265 men, and 
94 boys, employed in the sea fisheries; of these 91 boats, 361 men, and 25 boys, have 
been solely engaged in fishing ; and 229 boats, 904 mon, and G9 boys, partially engaged.

This shows an immense diminution of both men and boats as compared with last 
year.

The fish frequenting this coast are cod, ling, mackerel, hake, pollock, bream, scad, 
pilchards, &c. The fishing in 1877 is represented as having been very poor.

Most of the usual modes of fishing are practised along this coast.
The quantity of lobsters taken is estimated at from G to 700 dozen per month during 

the season.
The fishermen reported to be well-behaved and orderly.

B
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Castletown Division.
From Kenmare Bridge to Snave Bridge, Bantry Bay.

A considerable portion of the coast in this Division is unguarded, viz.:—From Carri- 
glass to Snave Bridge, 16 miles; Clanderry Head to Kenmare, 14 miles; Cod’s Plead to 
Ardelaggan Point, 4 miles; Garrinish Bay to Dursey, 6 miles; Dursey Head to 
Pulleen, 7 miles.

The returns show that in 1877 there were 128 boats, G69 men, and 16 boys, engaged 
in the sea fisheries in 1877, viz., solely engaged in fishing, 2 boats and 10 men; only 
partially engaged, 126 boats, 659 men, and 14 boys.

The fish in general frequenting the coast are mackerel, pilchards, herrings, cod, ling, 
hake, pollock, whiting, &c.

Modes of capture—seines, herring nets, long lines, and hand lines.
Large quantities of mackerel have been taken between the Dursey and Ardgorm 

Harbour.
The fishermen have been quiet and orderly. Nothing of importance has occurred 

since last report.

Killarney Division.
From Kenmare Bridge, south, to Blennerville Bridge, near Tralee, north.

Length of coast line, 281 miles. Unguarded 56 miles, viz.:—Inch to Castlemaine, 
14 miles; Slea Head to Cloger Plead and the Blaskets, 8 miles; Brandon Creek to 
Blennerville and Maharees, 34 miles. Total, 56 miles.

By the Coastguard returns there were 286 boats, 1,348 men, and 11 boys, engaged 
in the sea fisheries, viz :—Solely engaged in fishing, 88 boats, 293 men, and 1 boy; 
partially engaged, 198 boats, 1,055 men, and 10 boys.

The kinds of fish generally captured is—turbot, soles, brit, plaice, cod, ling, hake, 
pollock, scad, mackerel, pilchards, &c.

Scad and mackerel were captured in large quantities.
Modes of fishing practised—trawling, seining, trammels, mackerel and herring nets 

and hand lines.
Large shoals of mackerel, scad, and pilchards, appeared close in shore, and immense 

quantities of mackerel were taken at Brandon and Smerwick in September, quantities of 
shad at Ballinskelligs in August ; and during March and April the largest take of soles 
ever known was made in Dingle Bay.

It is said that there would be no limit to the quantity of mackerel that might be 
taken at Smerwick and Brandon if the fishermen were fully provided with the 
necessary gear.

Large quantities of lobsters were captured in this Division, but it has not been 
possible to ascertain the numbers.

The fishermen are reported to have been most orderly.

Ballyiieigue Division.
From Blennerville, County Kerry, to Foynes Island, County Limerick.

The extent of this division is seventy-five miles, out of which there are forty-nine 
miles unguarded.

There are 83 boats registered as sea fishing boats ; being one first, thirty-three second 
and forty-nine third-class. Of these there are only nine second-class boats, employing 
about 16 men and 3 boys solely engaged in fishing; and one first, twenty-four second, 
and forty-nine third-class only partially engaged. From the return received it would 
appear that there is a decrease of 26 boats in this division. However it is not a good 
fishing district. The boats are small, and they do not go far away from the land to fish. 
The few fish caught are generally in Tralee Bay. Long lines and drift nets are the 
means of fishing practised. Large shoals of herrings and mackerel appeared from 2 to 
5 miles off the coast in July and August, but the capture was inconsiderable. There is 
no good trawling ground off the coast, and therefore no trawlers employed.

There are a few lobsters caught by the farming people on the coast, but nothing of 
importance.

The conduct of the fishermen has been quiet and orderly—no conflicts.
The parts of the coast unguarded are—Blennerville to Carrickahone, six miles ; 

Kerry Head to Minaghan, six miles; Leak Castle to Kilpadogue, twenty-four miles; 
Tarbert to Foynes, thirteen miles.
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Oyster Fisheries.
There are large public oyster banks in this division which were once very profitable, 

but since the indiscriminate dredging and taking away everything in the shape of an 
oyster for some years, they have very much deteriorated.

The public banks are situated in Tralee Bay, and up the Shannon as far as Glin. 
There was a fall of spat last year, but it was very inconsiderable.

By-Laws have been made to prevent the removal from the public banks of oysters of 
less dimensions than 24 inches in diameter.

The coast guard are the only persons in this division empowered to enforce 
the laws, and from the great extent of the grounds where dredging is carried on, much 
of it being outside the part of the coast guarded, and their other duties, it is found most 
difficult to enforce a strict observance of the rules. The coast guard frequently over
haul the boats dredging in the neighbourhood of Tarbert. Some of the private oyster 
beds in this division have been very well stocked. One in particular in Tralee Bay is 
worked very energetically, and the oysters bring as much as 15s. a hundred delivered at 
the railway station in Tralee.

Seafield Division, County Clare.

From Bullymacrinan to Cancappie Head.
This division extends for about 113 miles, of which about eighty miles are unguarded.
There are registered 144 boats, employing about 370 men and 12 boys. They are 

•all third-class boats, and only eleven of them with 30 men solely engaged in fishing. The 
remainder 133 boats only partially so. This shows an increase of boats registered in 
the entire division of 35 boats and 77 men and 4 boys.

Cappa Station.—Ballymacrinan to Querrin. Very little fishing carried on in this 
locality. Principally herrings and oysters—only 14 third-class boats partially employed. 
There were large shoals of herrings in the months of July and August about 3 of a 
mile from the shore, and there were adequate means of capture. Unguarded, about five 
miles of coast.

Kilcredane Station.—Querrin to Bealnaglass. In this locality there are sixty third- 
class boats only partially engaged in fishing. Herrings and mackerel are the most 
abundant fish taken on this guard. In the Shannon between Kilcredane and Loop 
Head there was a good quantity of lobsters and crabs also captured. Large shoals of 
mackerel appeared in the Shannon and off Loop Head and round the coast in August, 
September, and October, and good captures were made in a few nights by the canoes. 
The fishing lasted only a very short time in consequence of the wild weather, the canoes 
not being able to venture out. Shoals of herrings also appeared in the Shannon in 
October, and a good many were captured.

Kilkee Station.—Balnaglass to Doonbeg. There are eleven third-class boats regis
tered as being solely engaged in fishing, and ten only partially so. Nets and long lines 
are the principal modes of fishing. Large shoals of mackerel appeared close to the 
shore in September, and often came into the bay. There were ample means for their 
capture if the weather continued fine. Lobsters are captured in large quantities on 
parts of this coast, and they are of particularly fine quality.

Seafield Station.—Doonbeg to Cream Point. About twelve miles of coast; about 
four miles unguarded. There are 13 boats, employing 39 men registered. All only 
partially engaged in fishing and third-class. Nets and long lines are the modes of fish
ing. Mackerel and ling are the principal descriptions of fish captured. No large 
shoals of herrings or mackerel appeared off this part of the coast during the year. 
Lobsters are found in large quantities round Mutton Island.

Liscannor Station.—Cream Point to Cancuppie Head. There are 36 boats registered 
here. All third-class, and only partially engaged in fishing. Cod, ling, bream, and 
mackerel are the principal fish taken. No great increase in the quantity of any kind of 
fish taken. The weather has not been favourable for fishing. Canoes only employed. 
Lobsters could be had in large quantities but the means of transit to market for sale are 
not good and not improving. The rock near the entrance to this harbour is most 
dangerous to fishing craft, and the persons interested are willing to subscribe to the 
expense of its removal.

The fishermen in the whole division are orderly and peaceable. No conflicts.

B 2
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Oyster Fisheries.
The principal public banks are in the Shannon and Clonderlaw Bay, and have of late 

been greatly impoverished from overdredging. There is great difficulty in enforcing the 
By-Laws preventing the capture of small oysters.

The private banks are improving. Large quantities of French oysters have been 
laid down on some of them.

Galway Division.
Canamallagh, County Clare, to Mace Head, County Galway.

In this division there are registered 451 boats, employing 1,104 men and 58 boys, 
being an increase of 70 boats over last year Of these there are only nine first, twenty- 
six second, and fifty-eight third-class boats solely engaged in fishing, and 187 second and 
171 third-class partially engaged.

Ballyvaughan Station.—Canamallagh to Kilcolgan. In this locality there are 70 boats 
registered, of which only sixteen third-class are solely engaged in fishing, and thirty- 
four second, and tw’enty third-class only partially so. There are about forty-seven miles 
in this guard, of about fifty-six miles unguarded. The descriptions of fish generally 
captured are cod, ling, hake, bream, and whiting. Large shoals of mackerel appeared 
off this part of the coast in August, about a mile to two miles from the land. There 
are not adequate means for their capture. Lobsters were taken in tolerably large 
quantities.

Barna Station.—Claren Bridge to Crumlin. In this locality there are 217 boats 
registered, employing 524 men and 13 boys. Of these there are nine first, and two 
second-class solely engaged in fishing—the remainder ninety-six second, and 110 third- 
class, being only partially so. There are sixteen miles of the coast guarded and twenty- 
two unguarded. Trawling is carried on to a large extent, and the finer descriptions of 
fish, such as turbot, sole, and brit, has improved both in quantity and quality. The other 
descriptions of fishing in the small boats has fallen off. All the fine fish is caught in 
deep water. No large shoals of herrings or mackerel appeared off this part of the coast 
during the year.

Costelloe Station.—Crumlin to Mace Head. In this locality there are 127 boats, 
employing 317 men and 45 boys registered. Of these there are twenty-two second, 
and twenty-three third-class solely engaged in fishing, and fifty-six second and twenty- 
six third-class only partially so. The whole of the coast from Costelloe Bay to Mace 
Head is unguarded. The modes of fishing principally used are long lines and nets, but 
trawlers from Galway frequent this part of the coast. Cod, ling, bream, and pollock are 
the principal descriptions of fish captured. Shoals of fish, supposed to be herrings or 
mackerel, were seen off the coast in September about three miles from shore, but there 
were no adequate means to capture them. Large quantities of lobsters were captured 
along this coast and round the Islands.

Arran Island Station.—In these Islands there were 37 boats, employing 114 men 
registered. Of these only two second and nineteen third-class boats are solely engaged 
in fishing, and one second-class and fifteen third-class only partially. The fishing is 
carried on principally by long and hand lines, and the capture has not been considerable. 
Lobsters are not fished for.

In the whole of the Galway division the fishermen are reported as orderly and peace
able and no conflicts amongst them during the year, though the same prejudices against 
any new modes of fishing or improved appliances still exist amongst the Claddagh 
fishermen.

The restrictions on trawling in this division, so far as they prohibited it in Galway 
Bay above a line from Gleninagh to Barna, have been removed during the year.

I Hack Pollock in great numbers and of very large size have been taken this year in 
Galway Bay.

Oyster Fisheries.
In this division are some very important public and private beds. The public banks 

have suffered by over dredging as in other places, and they have now become very 
deteriorated. During the year application was by one of the proprietors of land adjacent 
to one of those large public beds to have it conceded to him as a private oyster bed, it 
being alleged that the public had not at present any substantially profitable fishing 
thereon. A lengthened inquiry into the application was held, the result being that it 
was refused. The public fishermen consented to have all dredging on these banks 
confined to the month of December, and that no oysters under three inches in diameter 
should be removed.
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These regulations are now in force along this coast. The fishermen have employed a 
bailiff, taxing themselves to defray the expenses to enforce them, and good results are 
expected.

Laro’e quantities of oysters have been imported from France to stock the private beds, 
which are very extensive on tliis coast, and they are reported as having succeeded 
admirably. After a few months on these beds they are lit for the markets. There are 
other private oyster beds in the neighbourhood which might be cultivated to advantage 
with a moderate outlay. Great complaints are made of the difficulty of protecting the 
oysters on some of the grounds from pillage, particularly at low water of spring tides 
when under pretence of gathering winkles, &c., large quantities of oysters are stated to 
be carried away by the pickers even from beds held under a statutable license.

Clifjden Division.

Mason Island, County Galway, to Doaghbeg, County Mayo.
In this division there are registered 541 boats, employing 1,921 men and 37 boys; 

which shows an increase of 29 boats since last year. Of the entire number there are 
only 35 second, and 116 third-class boats solely engaged in fishing, the remainder, viz., 
188 second, and 202 third-class boats being only partially so.

This division extends for about 207 miles, out of which there are unguarded about 
116 miles; the islands of Boffin, Shark, Turk, and all the islands in Clew Bay, except 
Innishlyre.

Roundstone Station.—Mason Island to Ballinleama about 62 miles, unguarded—about 
41 miles.

In this part of the division there are 293 boats registered, of which there are 
only 35 second, and 116 third-class solely engaged in fishing, and 135 second, and 7 
third-class only partially so. The modes of fishing practised are long and hand lines 
and nets. The fish taken are cod, ling, eels, bream, pollock, &c. No trawlers and no 
trawling ground suitable on the coast. No shoals of herrings or mackerel appeared 
off the coast during the year as formerly. Lobsters were captured in large quantities.

Bayleelc Station.—Sline Head to Streamstown—about 30 miles, of which there are 
about 13 unguarded.

There are 55 boats registered at this station, all being only partially engaged in 
fishincr; they embrace 34 second, and 21 third-class. The same modes of fishing adopted, 
and similar descriptions of fish taken as on other parts of this coast. Several large 
shoals of mackerel appeared off the coast during September, about half-a-mile from 
Clifden Bay; but there were no means for their capture. Only small quantities of 
lobsters taken, the fishermen preferring to go to Achil, where they are found in the 
greatest numbers.

Cleggan Station.—Streamstown to Renvyle—about 26 miles. At this station there 
are 74 boats registered, being all only partially employed in fishing. Mackerel and 
skad are the descriptions of fish principally captured. In August and September small 
shoals of mackerel appeared close in shore ; the fishermen had means for their capture. 
Only a small quantity of lobsters captured.

Tully Station.—Renvyle to Roonagh—about 30 miles; unguarded—about 21 miles.
There are 17 boats registered here, all being only partially engaged in fishing. Bream, 

pollock, whiting and mackerel are the principal descriptions of fish taken, and herrings 
occasionally. No large shoals of fish appeared off this part of the coast during the year. 
Small shoals of mackerel appeared in July and August, and herrings in September, 
about two to three miles from the shore. There were adequate means for their capture.

Pigeon Point Station.—Roonagh to Doaghbeg. There are 102 boats registered at 
this station, all being only partially employed in fishing. Cod, ling, whiting, mackerel 
and herrings are the most abundant descriptions of fish captured. Large quantities of 
herrings were taken during the season, and were sold at remunerative prices. In the 
whole division the fishermen have been orderly and peaceable; no conflicts.

Oyster Fisheries.
The oyster fisheries are not improving. There are a number of private beds licensed 

on this part of the coast, on which a quantity of French oysters have been laid, and 
they are said to be improving. The great public banks in Newport and Westport Bays 
have been closed against taking oysters for three years, by any means whatsoever.
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* Keele Division.
Doaghbeg to Doona, County Mayo—about 170 miles; no part ofcoast unguarded.
In this division there are only registered this year 57 boats, employing 128 men and 

5 boys, and all only partially engaged in fishing.
Achilbeg Station.—Doaghbeg to Dooega—about 54 miles. There are only 17 third- 

class boats registered at this station; being a falling off of 16 from last year. Cod, 
ling and whiting are the descriptions of fish generally captured; cod in largest 
quantities this year. The season lor lobsters was reported as very fair; good quan
tities were captured. No shoals of herrings or mackerel appeared last year.

Keele Station.—Dooega to Ridge Point.
There are only 40 boats registered here, against 45 last year; they are all only 

partially engaged in fishing. The fish most generally captured are pollock, 
mackerel, bream and herrings. Large shoals of herrings and mackerel appeared about 
a mile off the coast; but the fishermen have not craft or gear suited to take them in 
any quantity.

Bullsmouth Station.—Ridge Point to Doona,
No boats have been registered at this station during the year. There were 73 third 

class boats registered here in 1876 ; they were, however, only partially engaged in 
fishing. There were, however, in reality, only about ten boats partially employed in 
fishing—and it can hardly be called a fishing station. There is apparently a falling off 
in this division in number since last year, but such is not the case. The returns for 
1876 included all boats, &c., that were registered, irrespective of whether they fished for 
sale or not. The present return shows only the boats, &c., that fish for sale. The 
prohibition against taking oysters for three years has, it is supposed, had the effect 
of reducing the number of boats and people employed.

In the whole division the fishermen are reported as orderly and peaceable.

Belmullet Division.
Doona Head to Butter Point.

In this division there are 162 boats, employing 531 men, registered; all only partially 
employed in fishing. The principal descriptions of fish taken were cod, whiting, ling, 
turbot, mackerel and herrings. Large shoals of mackerel appeared about three miles 
off some parts of the coast from May till October, but owing to the violence of the 
weather and bad descriptions of craft, not many were captured. The great fishing 
station is at Tip, but owing to the foregoing causes the fishing during the year was 
not good. The great drawback to making fishing profitable on this coast is the 
difficulty of getting fishing to market; the nearest railway station being forty miles 
distant. If some means were taken to establish fish curing stations more might be 
expected, as it is stated the fish are in great abundance off the coast. It is a very 
wild one however, and very little shelter in case of storms.

The fishermen are generally orderly and peaceable; no conflicts have occurred. As 
a rule, the native fishermen do not fish for lobsters, though they are in such abundance 
that the Connemarra fishermen, from the county Galway, come round to this coast 
during the season, and remain in their open boats exposed to all the inclemencies of 
the weather, while carrying on this fishing.

Ballycastle, County Mayo.
From Butter Point, Broadhaven, to Bartragh Gap, Killala Bay.

In this division there are 151 boats registered, employing 677 men and 9 boys; 
being 1 second and 150 third-class boats, only partially engaged in fishing. There are 
about 29 miles of coast unguarded. The principal descriptions of fish taken arc cod, 
ling, sole, fluke, gurnet, whiting, herrings and mackerel. There are no trawlers save 
one, a yacht belonging to a private gentleman, although there is good trawling ground 
in Killala Bay. Large shoals of herrings and mackerel appeared about one to three 
miles off the coast from August to October, but owing to the violence of the weather 
and the craft being unfit, they were not captured in such large quantities as they 
might otherwise have been. A good quantity of lobsters was taken. The great difficulty 
of getting fish into market from many of the principal stations in this division is the 
drawback to fishing being carried on extensively.

The fishermen are reported to be peaceable and orderly.
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PuLLENDIVA.

From -Bartragh to Coney’s Island, Strandliill, Sligo.

There are 36 boats registered in this division, all third-class, employing 121 men 
and 16 boys. Several of the boats are solely engaged in fishing, and the remainder, 
29, only partially so.

Cod, whiting pollock and herrings are the principal descriptions of fish captured; 
but with the exception of Enniscrone there can hardly be said to exist any fishing 
stations on this part of the coast. Some large shoals of herrings appeared off Enniscrone 
and Dromore Bay about September, but the weather prevented any large quantity being 
taken. A boat slip or landing place is much required at Enniscrone, and would help 
to develop the fisheries of the bay. The beach is a flat, broken rock, of from 2 to 500 
yards ; and boats are often kept waiting for hours outside before they can effect a landing.

The fishermen are orderly and peaceable. And the means of transit to markets are 
good generally, throughout the division.

Sligo.

Strandhill, Sligo, to Donegal Abbey.

In this division there are 149 boats registered, employing 689 men and 14 boys; 
being 1 first, 26 second, and 122 third-class boats; and of these there are 1 first, 12 
second, and 17 third-class solely engaged in fishing; the remainder, 14 second, and 105 
third-class boats being only partially so. There are about 60 miles of this division 
unguarded.

Cod, ling, turbot, bream, whiting, mackerel and herrings are the principal descriptions 
of fish taken.

Rosses Point Station.—Strandhill to Drumcliffe, about 15 miles—about 8 of which 
are unguarded.

At this station there are 32 third-class boats registered; being 6 solely engaged in 
fishing, and 26 only partially so. Herrings arc generally captured in the bay, off 
Deadman’s Point during the autumn, but none have been seen this year. A few 
hundred of pollock and codling caught for local consumption. This can hardly be called 
a fishing station. Oyster dredging may be said to be the only sea fishing carried on 
here, and that only on a small scale.

Rockley Station.—Drumcliffe to Cullimore Point.
There are registered in this division 60 boats, employing 328 men. Of these there 

are one first, seven second, and four third-class, solely engaged in fishing, and three 
second, and forty-five third-class only partially so. Trawling has increased at this station, 
there being now 10 boats engaged at it. There is good trawling ground in the bay.

Cod, ling, mackerel, gurnet and flat fish are the principal fish captured. Some very 
fine flat fish have been taken by the trawlers. Large quantities of cod have been taken 
on the long lines.

At this station the fishery pier and harbour has been allowed to get into disrepair, 
and if something be not done they will soon get into such a state of dilapidation that 
boats will not be able to frequent the harbour, which will be a great loss to the fisher
men. The pier was originally built at the public expense, and is one of those transferred 
to the Grand Jury, who are bound to keep it in proper repair.

Mullaghmore Station.—Streedagh to Bundoran.
At this station there are 42 boats registered, employing 119 men. Of these there are 

5 second, and 7 third-class boats solely engaged in fishing; and 7 second, and 23 third- 
class only partially so. About 23 miles—of which there are about 17 unguarded.

Cod, ling, plaice, turbot and sole, are the principal fish taken. The trawlers have 
increased—there being now 7 boats engaged at this fishery. A few thousand of herrings 
were caught at Mullaghmore in November and December; but, generally speaking, 
owing to the severity of the weather, the fishing was not good.

Bally shannon Station.’—Bundoran to Donegal.
At this station there are 15 boats registered, employing 89 men. Of these there are 

4 second, and 11 third-class only partially engaged in fishing, and little has been done. 
Herrings and mackerel appeared in large shoals from September to February, and 
mackerel in June and July, from a quarter of a mile to two miles off the shore ; but 
they were not taken in large quantities.

Some shelter for boats is urgently required at Bunnatrohan, county Donegal.
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Killybegs Division.

Extends from Donegal Quay to Lower Ferry East, county Donegal.
145 boats, G80 men, and 88 boys in 1877 ; 182 boats, 800 men, and G8 boys in 1876, 

being a decrease of 37 in craft and 100 in crews.
Fisheries not improving in part of division and declining in a portion. Conduct ol 

fishermen very orderly.
Usually combine farming with fishing; badly provided with boats and gear.
Fish most largely captured—herrings, cod, ling, whiting, and mackerel.
Modes of capture—Trawling in part of Donegal Bay. Nets and lines.
One curing establishment; but not in operation for some years. Dog-fish appear off 

this part of the coast in enormous quantities, and in addition to the large number of fish 
they consume, are supposed to scare away shoals that would otherwise enter the bays.

Shoals of small whales sometimes appear.
No oyster fishery. Lobsters as plentiful as at any previous time.
Extent of Coast Line, 140 miles ; unguarded, 16 miles.

Guidore and Rathmullin Division.

The above, until lately, formed the Dunfanaghy Division for the purpose of com
parison with last year it is necessary to give the statistics of both together.

The former Division extended from Gweebarra Bar to Whale Head, Lough Swilly.
There were in 1876, 204 boats, 597 men and 40 boys; in 1877, 195 vessels, 527 men 

and 44 boys, showing a decrease of 9 boats, and 6G in the crews.
Fisheries not improving. Disposition of fishermen to emigrate ; but would remain 

at home if they had adequate means to fish.
Usually combine farming with fishing ; badly provided with boats and gear.
All kinds of fish keeping further out to sea than formerly.
Bream, sole, plaice, cod, pollock, ling, and whiting most largely captured.
Long and short lines and some trawling usual mode of fishing.
The sun-fish occasionally appears in summer ; but there are not adequate means of 

capture.
No curing establishment.
Lobster fishery about the same as formerly.
No public oyster beds, except in Lough Swilly; and these are nearly exhausted. 

Some private beds not doing much.
By-law lately prohibiting the taking of oysters under 2| inches.
Unguarded portions in various places amounting to fifty miles.

Moville, formerly Carn Division.
Extending from Inch Embankment, county Donegal, to Magilligan Point, county Derry.

273 boats, 1,061 men, and 10 boys in 1876 ; 118 boats, 626 men, and 4 boys in 
1877, being a decline of 155 boats, and 435 men and 6 boys.

It appears impossible that this great decrease in Boats could have taken place since
1876, as there is no cause to assign for it.

It can only be accounted for by supposing that the system put into operation this 
year for ascertaining the numbers of boats and crews, has resulted in such particularity 
as has insured the actual number being ascertained.

Five vessels appear as engaged solely in fishing in 1876, whilst 39 are put down for
1877. Those only partially engaged in 1876 are stated to be 268, and for 1877, only 
79. We are sure that an increase of 34 in the former class, and a decrease of 189 in 
the latter has not taken place, and that there must be some great mistake in the 
returns for either this year or last.

Length of Coast 62 miles, unguarded nearly 23 miles.
No conflicts -conduct of fishermen remarkably orderly.
Farming generally combined with fishing. Fisheries not improving
Cod keeps further out to sea than formerly.
Turbot and other flat fish, and cod most largely taken. Long and short lines, drift 

nets, and trawls usually employed.
Some fine trawling ground off the coast. Means of transit good. Natural oyster 

beds in Lough Swilly declining, also those of Lough Foyle.
The lobster fishing off Culdaff and Malin Head is as good as ever, but that near 

Buncrana declining.
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Ballycastle, Co. Antrim.
Extends from Down Hill, North co. Londonderry, to Jenny’s Bridge, South, co. Antrim.

137 boats, 319 men, and 9 boys in 1876. In 1877, 143 boats, 263 men, and 6 boys, 
being an increase of 6 vessels, and a decrease of 59 men and boys. Conduct peaceable. 
Usually combine fishing with farming. Generally well found in boats and gear.

On part of coast cod and ling stay further out to sea than formerly; on other parts, 
gurnards and herrings. Long and short lines and nets employed. Cod, lino-, skate and 
herrings generally found. Some shoals of mackerel appeared three miles off. A good 
amount of lobster and crabs taken.

Fisheries not improving.
Division unguarded from Kinbane Head to Castle Point, 2,400 yards ; from Gob 

Colliery to Fair Head, 6,600 yards. Four and a half miles between Bay Chapel on 
north, to Jennings’ Bridge, south. From Salt Pans, north, to Port Escort/2,740 yards. 
From Lick Patrick to Tercore, south, 2,200 yards. Length of coast in guard, 65• q v o o ’
miles.

Carrickfergus Division.
Extends from Jennings’ Bridge to White Railings, near Belfast.

46 boats, 112 men, and 2 boys in 1876 ; 47 boats, 95 men, and 2 boys in 1877, bemo
an increase of 1 boat, and a decrease of 17 men.

Fishermen orderly—no conflicts.
Some combine farming with fishing.
Fish, especially herrings and mackerel, keep further out to sea than formerly.
Pollock, flat fish and cod, chiefly taken.
Trawling—lines and nets.
Transit good.
Public oyster bed in Belfast Lough, production not decreasing as compared with last 

few years.
Scallops in small quantity.
Few lobsters taken ; numbers and size declining, owing to over-fishing.
Length of coast 50 miles. No portion unguarded.

Donaghadee Division.

Extends from Tillysburn Plead, co. Antrim, to Newcastle Quay, co. Down.
105 vessels and boats, 366 men, and 10 boys. In 1876, 113 boats, 307 men, and 37 

boys, being a decrease of 8 craft, and an increase of 32 in the crews.
Fishermen well conducted.
Engage in farming and piloting—provided with suitable craft.
Herrings, cod, conger, and pollock.
Trawling—long- lines and draft nets.
Herrings keeping further out to sea.
Good means of transit.
A small public oyster bank, one and a half miles N.S. of the Copeland Islands__

Produce declining, owing to its being covered with old shells and muscles.
Few lobsters taken, deteriorating in size; number about the same.
All the division guarded.
It would be a great boon to the fishermen if the ship “ Aucilla,” sunk to the N.E. of 

North Rock were blown up, as it is a great obstruction to fishing, and a great danger to 
boats running for shelter at night.

Strangford Division.
Extends from Newcastle Quay, North, to Sheepland Head, South.

128 vessels and boats, 269 men and 8 boys in 1876. In 1877, 101 boats, 165 men, 
and 15 boys, being a decrease of 27 boats, and 97 in the crews.

This Division affords a good illustration of the greater accuracy that has been secured 
in obtaining statistics by requiring the Coast Guard to make a return of the names of 
boats and crews.

. I11 18and 1876 the number of boats, men and boys was exactly the same, a coin
cidence so very unlikely to happen that we were led to believe that, to say the least, 
sufficient care had not been exercised to discover whether any difference existed between 
the numbers in the two years.

C
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This year, for reasons that we did not consider sufficient, the Divisional Officers re
quested that an exception should be made in favour of Strangford Lough, by not requiring 
•the statistics to be taken in the manner we had laid down. Our non-assent has, we think, 
insured greater accuracy than would have occurred if the old but probably more con
venient system had been pressed.

Fishermen remarkably orderly.
Part combine fishing with farming.
Nets, lines, and seines employed.
Herrings, codling, whiting, pollock, and mackerel.
Herrings keep further out to sea than formerly.
All fish taken usually sold in locality or sent to Belfast.
Means of transit not very good.
Little lobster fishing; about the same as for some years past.
Strangford Lough formerly produced a great quantity of oysters, but owing to over

dredging and non-observance of close season, comparatively few are now taken.
We lately made a by-law shortening the open season, but as we have not adequate 

means to enforce it, fear that it will not be sufficiently observed to enable the banks to 
recover. If proper means were taken to stock and preserve them, a good oyster fishery 
would probably in a few years be established, as the Lough is well circumstanced for 
production.

Although the 25 miles round the Lough is said to be guarded, the Coastguard seem to 
confine themselves to the entrance altogether, and do not therefore do anything towards 
enforcing the observance of the close season.

* Newcastle Division.

From Sheepland Head, North, to Kilkeel, Riverfoot, South.
Craft in 1877, 141 ; men, 521; boys, 29, being a decrease of 10 boats and 78 men and 

boys since 1876.
The disputes which took place a year ago in Dundrum Bay, in consequence of trammel 

nets have almost ceased, and many of the long-line fishermen have, with great advantage 
to themselves and the public, resorted to trammel nets.

The fine trawling ground in the Bay cannot be availed of in consequence of the pro
hibition on trawling.

Fishing in many instances combined with farming.
The fishermen well conducted.
The improvements now being proceeded with at Ardglass will prove of vast advantage 

to the herring fisheries, especially in winter. Many additional thousands of pounds 
worth of fish will reach the market when the harbour is completed. An increase of 
boats may also be expected.

The quantity of lobster small and decreasing.
No oyster fishing.
Long-lines and drift-nets generally employed.
Codling, plaice, mackerel, and herrings.
No part unguarded along the 33 miles of coast.

Carlingford Division.

From Pdver Foot, Kilkeel, North, Co. Down, to Maiden Tower, Mouth of Boyne, South. 
Vessels and boats, 274 ; men and boys, 968. Decrease in former, 72; in latter, 608. 
Fishermen most orderly ; mostly combine farming with fishing.
Herring fisheries better than for previous years. .
Trawling and drifting for herrings modes of fishing.
Herrings keep further out to sea than formerly.
Lobster fisheries very small—production about same as former years;
()yster fisheries in Carlingford Bay greatly diminished, and continuing to decline.
In a few years more, unless something is done to stock and preserve the beds, little 

will be left on them.
We lately passed a bye-law prohibiting the use of a most destructive implement called 

the Grape which, in addition to taking a large quantity of small oysters, destroyed a 
great number.

We trust for the future that more active measures will be taken by the Coast Guard 
for the enforcement of the regulations passed for the observance of close time and for the 
prevention of taking small oysters.
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At Greenore the fishermen are much inconvenienced for want of a small harbour or 
landing-place. They formerly possessed two, which, although small, were of great use 
to them. When the Railway was made from Dundalk to Greenore they were destroyed. 
The fishermen positively state that an undertaking was made by the Company to make 
a sufficient harbour for them in lieu of the two taken away—they having, as they 
assert, declined to accept a money compensation in lieu of their little harbours.

If such promise was made it has never been fulfilled, and even if the Company had 
not made it, they are manifestly bound in justice and humanity to give these poor in
dustrious people a suitable harbour in place of those they were deprived of to enable the 
Company to complete its operations.

The 84 miles of the coast guarded.

Malahide Division.
Extending from Mouth of the Boyne, Co. Louth, to Whip of the Waters, Baldoyle.
93 craft, 42G men, and 18 boys, being a decrease of 8 boats and 105 in the crews as 

compared with 1876.
Fishermen orderly.
Fishing in many instances combined with farming. Means of capture adequate.
Curing carried on to a small extent, chiefly at Rush.
Fish generally taken—herrings, cod, ling, and skate. The former said to be keeping- 

out further to sea than formerly. Good trawling ground between Skerries Island and 
Drogheda Bar. Not availed of owing to prohibition.

Only one small unimportant oyster bed, private property.
Lobster fishing to a small extent at Skerries and off Balbriggan—produce declining 

from over-capture.
Thirty miles in division all guarded.

Irish Reproductive Loan Fund.

Major Hayes’ Pveports for the County of Cork and that part of the County of 
Kerry lying between Dursey Island and Ballydavid Head.

County of Cork.
Amount available for loans for 1877 was £867. Fifty-four applications were received, 

the total sum applied for being £2,117. Of these thirty-two were recommended, and the 
full amount available was advanced.

Of the many instalments which have become due upon the loans made during the last 
three years but one remains unpaid, and this is but for a very small amount, viz., 
£2 12s. 6cZ., and only became due on the 21st December last.

I believe that in most cases the money has been fairly applied, but I am unable to 
report positively on this subject, as the time at my command was insufficient to allow 
of my making the necessary investigations. During the present year, however, I hope 
to satisfy myself thoroughly in this respect; and also, generally as to whether or not the 
loans have proved of any real permanent advantage to the borrowers.

County of Kerry.
Total amount available for 1877 was £2,160. In that part of the county situated in 

my division there were but thirteen applications received, the amount applied for being 
£389. Of these I was only able to recommend six, for an aggregate sum of £114.

There are only four instalments of loans which were due up to the 31st December last 
which have not yet been paid. The total sum thus outstanding amounts to £13 12s. 4cZ.

The money advanced, 1 believe, has been fairly applied; but this question will, I trust, 
be investigated during the present year.

Altogether, in these two counties, I cannot but think that the manner in which the 
instalments have been repaid reflects the greatest credit upon the fishermen, and I trust 
it will be found that the loans have conduced to their material benefit.

C 2
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Reproductive Loan Fund.

Mr. Blake’s Report for the County Galway.

Amount available for 1877, £1,100; for this 148 applications, embracing 395 
applicants, were received.

Recommended 73 applications, containing 190 applicants for £1,100 ; amount issued, 
£1,100. No arrears due for Loans made in 1877.

To enter fully on the subjects of loans in this county would be only to a great extent 
to recapitulate much that I have stated in my reports for 1875 and 1876.

Although I used every precaution that the performance of the duties of the 
district particularly in my charge would admit of to guard against being imposed on 
in recommending advances, and also adopted all the available means in my reach to 
compel the loans to be properly expended, still I have no doubt that in some instances 
parties who obtained loans failed to fulfil the conditions or fell very short of doing 
so. In the great majority of cases, however, I am disposed to think that the intention 
of the Act was carried into effect, and that good results to the fisheries followed. 
One thing is most gratifying—the great punctuality with which the instalments have 
been paid for the three years that loans have been made; during that period it 
may be said that there has been no loss to the fund, for if any it must be so trifling as 
not to be worth consideration. As I could not look as closely as necessary into the 
expenditure of advances, I caused the Coastguard to be furnished with the particulars 
of each, and requested them to furnish a report. This service they performed most 
satisfactorily, so that a fair idea was able to be formed as to whether the borrowers fulfilled 
their undertakings. It was found necessary to recommend a withdrawal of the- 
advances in 2 instances. I submit that the statistics of craft and crews for 1877 go far 
to prove that a good deal of benefit has resulted to the coast population and to the 
fisheries from the loans.

As shown in the early part of this year’s .report the mode we adopted for the first 
time in 1877 to ascertain the number of vessels and boats and men and boys engaged in 
the fisheries was calculated for this year to show a considerable decrease, although such 
might not be the fact. This fully applied to the County Galway. Notwithstanding 
this it is one of the very counties that exhibits an increase.

I shall not insist that all this is attributable to the loans, but I venture to claim that 
much has been done by them to retain at fishing occupation many who should otherwise 
have abandoned it, and that the consumer has also been supplied with an additional 
quantity of food much of which would otherwise probably have been lost.

Although Galway is less favourably circumstanced than some other counties in many 
respects for trying an experiment as to the result of loans, chiefly owing to the likelihood 
of the great poverty of the coast population compelling them to apply the money to 
relieve pressing necessities, nevertheless the experience of three years fully proves that, 
all things considered, there is much to gratify and encourage those interested in 
arresting the decline of our fisheries in the operation of the Reproductive Loan Fund Act 
in this county.

Mr. Brady’s Report for the Counties of Leitrim, Sligo, Mayo, Limerick, Clare, 
AND PART OF KERRY.

County Leitrim.

In this county there was a sum of £324 available for Loans for the year 1877, but 
no applications for any were received. This county has a very small seaboard, and 
there are only a few persons living therein who follow fishing.

County Sligo.

In this county the sum available was £453. There were 27 applications received 
amounting to £438. There were only 20 Loans recommended amounting to £276, and 
out of these there were afterwards cancelled 4 Loans, amounting to £71, leaving the 
sum actually advanced for the year only £205. The Loans ranged from £5 to £20. 
The information I received with respect to the other applications did not warrant me 
in recommending Loans to be made.
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Generally speaking the Loans have proved very useful though the fishing was bad. 
Many of the borrowers could not have carried on any fishing without them unless they 
had recourse to the Loan Offices at a most usurious rate of interest.

On the whole, the Loans made were fairly expended.

County Mayo.
In this county the amount available was only £626.
There were 143 applications received, amounting to £2,153 5s. Out of these there 

were 54 loans recommended, amounting to <£642. Three of them were afterwards can
celled, leaving the amount actually advanced only £617. The loans ranged from £6 to 
£21.

In a number of cases these loans have proved of great benefit to the fishermen. It 
has been stated to me by many of them that they would have been unable to carry on 
their fishing operations if they had not received them. The severity of the weather 
along the coast for the greater part of the year prevented them reaping as much 
advantage as they otherwise would have done. With the exception of a few cases I 
have not been able as yet to investigate the manner in which the loans this past year 
have been expended, but this shall be done with as little delay as possible. In all cases 
where I am not perfectly satisfied that the money has been applied for the purposes for 
■which it was lent, I recommend the loans to be recalled and immediate payment of the 
entire amount required.

County Limerick.
The sum available for this county was £613. No applications for loans were received. 

It can hardly be called a maritime county. There are no sea fishermen living in the 
county. The fishing generally followed by the Limerick fishermen is for salmon, for 
which no loans are recommended.

County Clare.
In this county there was available a sum of-£364. There were 81 applications 

received, amounting to £1,101 5s. Out of these 32 loans were recommended, amount
ing to £376. There was one loan afterwards cancelled, amounting to £12, so that the 
entire amount advanced was £364. The loans ranged from £6 to £20.

I was obliged to recommend the withdrawal of loans in 8 cases, amounting to £90, in 
consequence of the money not having been fairly applied to the purposes for which it 
was lent. I have over and over again cautioned the people borrowing against taking 
the loans and applying the money afterwards to other objects. It entails hereafter on 
themselves and their sureties misfortune and loss, for in many cases it is with the 
greatest difficulty and under the most disadvantageous terms they are enabled to get 

' together the entire amount of their loans when demanded from them, on its being 
ascertained that the money was not properly applied, while if the terms of their con
tracts are strictly adhered to the repayments of their loans by easy instalments extend
ing over a period of years will only be a light matter to most of them.

The loans made in 1875 and 1876 were fairly applied, but in 1877 the fishermen 
began to think that as they had received for some years loans from the Trustees for 
bettering the condition of the Poor in Ireland, and had never been called on to account 
for their proper expenditure, and were allowed to expend the money in any way they 
pleased, though lent for fishing purposes, they would not be pressed by us to account 
for their proper expenditure. I found this feeling pervaded amongst the greater num
ber of the people, and it was with some difficulty the proper expenditure was enforced 
during the past year. I could not succeed in obtaining a proper expenditure of the 
loans in those cases recalled, and was therefore reluctantly obliged to recommend 
immediate repayment of the entire sums. I found in this county a case where a man 
who had obtained a loan from us in 1875 and repaid it, applied to the Trustees 
for a fresh loan, and on being asked why he did not apply again for another loan out 
of this fund, his answer was 11 that he found he could get it from the Trustees on giving 
good security for the repayment, and he would not be obliged as he had been with us 
to give any account of the manner in which he had expended it.” The Trustees 
have since come to a resolution not to make any loans in counties where this 
fund is available, until it had been all expended, and this will have a salutary effect, 
and prevent in a great measure loans being misapplied.

In many cases in this county the loans have proved of incalculable benefit, particu
larly when the mackerel and herrings set in when the people who generally follow 
farming pursuits are unable to go after them. In some places as much as from £20 to 
£40 worth of herrings or mackerel have been taken in three or four nights’ fishing 
this last season by crews who had obtained loans of from £12 to £16.
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County Kerry.

From that part of this county under my charge there were only two applications 
received for loans amounting to £42. From the information I received I could not 
recommend a loan to be made in either case.

General Remarks.

On the whole the Act of Parliament is working well, but it requires great circum
spection in making loans, and afterwards in seeing that they are not applied to other than 
fishery purposes, which, I am sorry to think, is the tendency amongst borrowers. In 
every case in which I have recommended loans I have personally investigated in the 
locality all the circumstances connected with each. The investigations into the proper 
application of the money are even more urgently required, as in most cases the parties 
borrowing are able to give ample security for the repayment of the instalments.

I think still that in many cases it would have been much better to have given the 
amount of the loans in fishing gear rather than in money. But this we have been 
precluded from doing by the Orders in Council, under which we act in administering 
this fund.

There are overdue in my district the following instalments of loans :—

County. Loan made in Name of borrower. Amount due. Instalments due.

Mayo, 1875. H. Monaghan,
£
4

s.
18

d.
0 August, 1876, andFebruaryand August, 1877.

99 P. Loftus, . 3 10 0 February and August, 1877.
,, • • 1876. T. Reilly, . 1 11 2 January, 1877.

J. O’Malley, 4 4 0 Apriland October, 1877.
99 • • 99 D. Reilly, . 1 8 0 July, 1877.

Sligo, 1875. T. Donleavy, 2 12 6 November, 1877.
99 * * 99 J. Carway, . 2 1 6 December, 1877.

Clare, 99 P. Boyle P. Holahan, 1 1 6 September, 1877.
1877. D. Crowe, . 1 8 0 December, 1877.

Galway,. 1876. M. Barrett, . 1 15 0 99

99 99 J. Lacey, 2 12 6 99

99 • • 99 T. Conroy, . 1 15 0 9 9

99 * * J. King, 2 16 0 99

99 * 99 J. Toole, 3 10 0 99

My colleague, Mr. Blake, kindly undertook for me as long as I was unable from 
pressure of other business, to attend to it, the administration of the fund in the County 
of Galway, which is included in the district under my charge, and his report thereon 
will be found in another place.

The security given in each case is reported to me by the best local authorities to be 
ample, and I think the repayments ought to be rigidly enforced. I believe the delay 
in doing this does not arise from the w'ant of action on the part of the Board of Works, 
who are alone charged with the issues and repayments of monies, and from whose 
Accountant we have invariably received most cordial assistance, but from the inactivity 
of some of the local authorities in whose hands is placed the recovery of these sums.
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MAJOR HAYES’ REPORT.
Division extending from Slea Head in the County of Kerry in the west to Wicklow 

Head in the east, and including eight fishery districts—viz., No. 7, Killarney ; No. G3, 
Kenmare ; No. 62, Bantry ; No. 61, Skibbereen ; No. 5, Cork ; No. 4, Lismore ; No. 3, 
Waterford ; and No. 2, Wexford, which embrace the whole or portions of the 
following counties, viz. :—Kerry, Cork, Waterford, Tipperary, Limerick, Kilkenny, 
Carlow, Wexford, Queen’s County, King’s County, Kildare, and Wicklow.

No. 7. Killarney District.
It is reported that the quantity both of Spring salmon and peale captured in the 

district was greater in 1877 than in the previous year, although in the Waterville 
River the take was not so good.

The improvement is attributed to more efficient protection.
The stock of breeding fish on the spawning beds is stated to have been greater 

than in 187G.
The size of both salmon and peale was in the average also greater.
The rod fishings are increasing in value year by year.
The close season order which we made in December, 1875, changing the period at 

which angling commenced in the River Maine, from 1st March to 10th April, is re
ported as having had the desired effect of preventing the destruction of large quanti
ties both of salmon fry and of kelts or spent fish, which had regularly occurred in 
previous years.

The greater part of the salmon captured in this district is exported to England, but I 
am glad to say that the local consumption is steadily increasing.

The table of close seasons will be found in the Appendix, pp. 68 and 69 ; and the By
laws in force relating to the district—viz., those of the 27th October, 1858, the 8th 
February, 1865, the 2nd March, 1870, and the 13th February, 1871, at page 20 of same.

The engines licensed and in use for the capture of salmon in 1877 were 111 salmon 
rods, 4 cross lines, 66 draft nets, 2 boxes or cribs, producing with the amount received 
upon the per-centage on Poor Law Valuation a sum for purposes of protection of £405 
5s. as compared with £404 16s. for the previous year.

Offences against the Fishery Laws were less in 1877 than in 1876, there having been 
but 46 prosecutions at Petty Sessions in the former as against 90 in the latter year.

Of the 46 prosecutions, 31 ended in convictions, the remaining 15 were dismissed.
The state of the fisheries of the Killarney district I consider to be satisfactory, 

and I see no reason to doubt a continuance of the steady improvement which has now 
been going on for several years. * •

No. 63. Kenmare District.
Extending from Crow Head to Lamb Plead, in the county of Kerry.

It is exceedingly satisfactory to me to be able again to report improvement in this district. 
It is reported that in 1877 the fisheries were more productive than in 1876, and the 
quantity of fish on the spawning beds “much greater,” whilst offences against the 
Fishery Laws are decreasing, there having been but five prosecutions at Petty Sessions 
during the year, all ending in convictions.

It is hoped that the pernicious system of poisoning the rivers by means of 
lime, &c., which prevailed hitherto, has received a salutary check by the conviction of 
one of the offenders and the infliction of a fine of ten pounds ; by new and 
improved arrangements as regards the Water Bailiffs, it is believed parties com
mitting this offence will not now easily escape detection.

The licensed engines used during 1877 were 18 salmon rods, 6 draft nets, 1 bag net. 
4 sweepers, which, with the fines and per-centages upon the Poor Law Valuation, pro
duced a revenue available for protection of £76 5s. as compared with £75 3s. 4d. for 
the previous year.

For table of close seasons, see Appendix, pages 68 and 69.
The artificial propagation of salmon by Richard Mahony, esq., of Dromore Castle, 

has been particularly successful this year. It is calculated that not more than two per 
cent, of the ova laid down, failed to come to maturity, and at the present time there are 
about 100,000 young salmon fry contained in the boxes. These will, when sufficiently 
o’l’OWn be turned adrift into the river to provide for themselves.
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It has generally been considered that in artificial propagation it was necessary that 

the admixture of the milt with the ova should take place in water—or at any rate that 
a certain portion of water should be at the time in the vessel containing the ova.

By a series of experiments Mr. Mahony has discovered that this is quite unnecessary, 
and in his later proceedings the milt has been added to the ova just as taken from the 
fish—no water being used at the moment. The result has been most satisfactory, 
scarcely any of the eggs proving barren.

No. 62. Bantry District.
Extending from Mizen Head to Crow Head in the County of Cork.

Last year I was able to report that “the capture of Salmon in this district in 1876 
more than doubled that of 1875 by nets,” and this year I am in a position to say that 
the capture in 1877 exceeded that of the previous year.

The quantity of fish on the spawning beds is about the same as last season.1
A great increase in the average weight of the salmon, which is reported to have been 

about 9 lbs.
No offences against the fishery laws are reported to have taken place.
For by-laws applying to this district, viz., those of 7th March 1870 and 21st June, 1871, 

see page 66 of Appendix, and the Close Season Table will be found at pp. 68 and 69 of 
the same.

Licensed engines in use in 1876—12 salmon rods, and 12 draft-nets—producing a 
revenue of £48; as against £52 185. lid. in 1876.

No. 61. Skibbereen District.
Extending from Galley Head to Mizen Head, both in the county of Cork.

The produce of the Skibbereen District in 1877 is reported to have been less than in 
1876. It is difficult to assign any cause for this, except that in the latter part of the 
netting season the weather was unusually dry.

The quantity of fish on the spawning beds is reported to be less than in the pre 
ceding year.

In consequence of applications from the Board of Conservators of the district, in
quiries will be held as soon as other arrangements will permit into the different subjects of 
complaint, and it is to be hoped that such evidence may be produced as will enable us 
to ascertain what measures to adopt for the improvement of the fisheries.

The only by-law in force in this district is that dated 24th February, 1874—see page 
66 of Appendix, and the Close Season Tables will be found at pp. 68 and 69 of the same.

Licensed engines in 1877—5 salmon rods, 18 draft-nets, producing £59—which with 
£3 145. Id. received for fines, amounted to £62 14s. 4d.; as against £64 7s. 4d. for 1876.

No. 5. Cork District.
Extending from Ballycotton Head to Galley Head, both in the county of Cork.

The salmon fisheries of the Cork district during 1877 were more productive than in 
1876, and the quantity of breeding fish on the spawning beds is reported to have been 
much greater.

The size of the salmon has also increased—the average weight being from 12 to 14 lbs.— 
whilst the average in 1876 was from 11 to 13.

The rod fishings are reported to be steadily increasing in value.
In my report for 1876 I referred to the subject of “ drift-net fishing,” which had been 

but recently introduced into the Lee—-in the following words ; conveying the opinion of 
myself and my colleagues—“ if drift-net fishing continued, it would lead to a greater 
“ capture of fish than the rivers could safely bear; that a sufficient stock to provide 
“ future supplies would not be allowed to reach the upper waters ; that the proprietors of 
“these upper waters, upon whom much depends in the way of preservation, would become 
“disgusted and cease to take that active interest which they had been doino’ for several 
“ years past; and that the end would be, the fisheries would again become of as little 
“ value as they were a few years ago.”

The by-law which we prepared, in consequence to prohibit this mode of fishing through
out the district, having been objected to by the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, 
in consequence of its operations extending to certain parts of the sea coast as well as the 
several estuaries; we prepared separate by-laws for ihe estuaries of the Lee, the Aro’i- 
deen and Bandon rivers, prohibiting the use of this description of net for the capture of 
salmon within certain limits therein named. I am exceedingly glad to say, that these 
by-laws are now in operation, having been approved by the Lords Justices and the Privy 
Council on 25th June last.
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The other by-law to which I referred in that report, was one to guard as much as 
possible against violations of the weekly close time, by prohibiting salmon-nets from 
beino' kept on board boats, within certain limits during that time. I am also glad to be-. 
able*to say, that this by-law was approved of by the Lord Lieutenant in Council on 25 th 
February last, and is now in operation.

These by-laws, with others in force in the district, will be found at page 65 of this report.
I have not any doubt but that they will prove of very great benefit to the salmon 

fisheries, and that this will be shown from year to year by increased productiveness.
The Cork Anglers’ Club is still continuing its useful work in co-operating with the 

Board of Conservators to put down poaching, and it is satisfactory to know that 
offences against the Fishery Laws are decreasing.

For Tables of Close Seasons, see pp. 68 and 69 of Appendix.
During the past close season,from 15th December, 1877, to 20th February, 1878, H.M. 

Gunboat Orwell was stationed in the Lee to aid in the suppression of the systematic poach
ing, which always prevails wherever an opportunity offers; her presence was most bene
ficial ; but notwithstanding all precautions, I believe many salmon were illegally captured.

The following licensed engines were used during the season of 1877—286 salmon rods, 
1 cross line, 66 draft-nets, 18 drift-nets, 1 bag-net, 1 stake-weir; producing a revenue of 
.£580—which with £98 18s. 3cZ. for fines and sale of forfeited engines, and £163 4s. 7cZ. 
subscriptions, amounted to £842 3s. 3cZ.; as against £613 3s. llcZ. in 1876 ; but it should 
be noticed that the increased subscriptions referred to were to cover the expenses of 
counsel, witnesses, &c., in supporting one of the by-laws before the Privy Council, which 
was appealed against.

That the fisheries of the Cork district have much improved, and are still improving 
there cannot be a doubt—indeed this is generally admitted.

As the amount of money paid year by year for License Duties may be taken as 
one proof of prosperity, I append the following memorandum, showing the sums received 
during the past fifteen years, in five-yearly periods, thus:—

the last five years producing nearly £1,000 more than the preceding five.

From 18G3 to 18G7 inclusive, amount received £2,073 0 0
18G8 to 1872 „ ' „ £2,134 4 0
1873 to 1878 ., „ „ £3,113 2 2

No. 4. Lismore District.
Extending from Ballycotton, in the County of Cork, to Helvick Head, in the County 

of Waterford.
In my report for 1876 I mentioned that as the great bulk of the fish captured in this 

district passes through the hands of various merchants, I was unable definitely to 
ascertain the precise capture, but I have received information upon which I can rely 
that the take of fish in the tidal waters in 1877 exceeded that in 1876 by 20 per cent., 
and the rod fishing also was satisfactory.

I regret to learn, however, that many full fish have been taken by rods, in the 12 
days in October, which were added to the open season by our order of’December, 
1875 ; previously to that date all salmon and trout fishings ended on the 30th September.

Whilst wishing as far as possible to secure to the anglers as much fishing as the 
circumstances of the district will fairly permit, I cannot refrain from saying that I 
regard it as a most unjustifiable and unsportsmanlike practice to take fish in this 
condition, and whenever we may again hold investigations into the close season 
question I shall feel it my duty to institute most searching inquiries as to the 
continuance of this practice, and to do all in my power to stop it.

I should regret if, from what I have stated, I should be taken as wishing to 
convey that this killing of full spawning fish is the habitual practice of the anglers 
upon the Blackwater ; my remarks only apply to those who, as “pot-fishers,” 
consider it sportsmanlike and justifiable to take everything in the shape of a fish they 
can catch, but I believe that this practice is confined to but a small number.

Offences against the Fishery Laws I am sorry to say are reported to be increasing 
and certainly the number of prosecutions and convictions during 1877 is formidable.

There were 57 prosecutions instituted by the Board of Conservators, the result of 
which was that 51 persons were convicted and fined, the other cases were withdrawn 
or dismissed.

By the Constabulary there were 25 prosecutions, 23 of which were successful.
During the year, upon the application of the Board of Conservators, we held an 

inquiry at Youghal and Lismore into the operation of the Drift Net Fishing, which
D
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it was alleged acted injuriously upon, the general fisheries of the district. As the 
evidence submitted was not sufficiently distinct, we adjourned the inquiry to enable 
the different parties interested to bring forward further evidence, and the question camo 
on again for hearing and decision the early part of this month. The result is 
that a by-law is in preparation which it is hoped will be found to meet the necessities 
of the case.

I regret that in this as in several other districts in Ireland where valuable several 
proprietary fisheries exist, the amount which should be levied upon the Poor Law 
Valuation of such fisheries, viz., 10 per cent., is not sufficiently looked after and recovered, 
and brought to the credit of the Board of Conservators. If more energetic action in 
this matter be not adopted, some special measures will have to be devised to remedy this 
neglect.

No. 3. Waterford District.
Extending from Helvick Head, in the County of Waterford, to Kiln Bay (east of Bannow 

Bay), in the County of Wexford.
The accounts from this district are very satisfactory. The capture in the tideway 

both of salmon and peale exceeded the quantity taken in 1876 considerably, the stock 
of breeding fish on the spawning beds was abundant, and the size of the fish is increasino*.

At the same time considerable dissatisfaction has been expressed by the Conservators 
of the upper tidal waters of the Nore and Barrow, who affirm that the quantity of fish 
reaching their waters is decreasing; this they allege is caused by the increase of drift nets 
on the lower fisheries.

As in the Lismore district, we held a public inquiry in the month of August last, ex
tending over two days at New Ross and Waterford, to ascertain whether or not these 
allegations were well founded.

We were compelled to adjourn the inquiry for the purpose of investigating the 
question thoroughly, as full information was not brought before us at the time, to enable 
us to decide the question. Having however, during this month, concluded the inquiry, 
we have found it necessary to prepare a by-law, restricting the operation of the drift 
nets to the wider reaches of the tidal waters, which in due course will be submitted for 
approval to the Lord Lieutenant in Council.

The rod fishings are reported to be increasing in value, and they are much sought 
after,• especially on the Suir; indeed it is now very difficult to find any that are unlet.

During the year, 24 prosecutions for fishing offences were made on the part of the Con
servators, and 52 by the Constabulary ; of the former, 22 ended in convictions, and of 
the Constabulary prosecutions 51. The remaining three were dismissed.

The by-laws in force in the district, viz., that "of 5th May, 1866, the 7 th July, 1870, 
and 17th August, 1875, will be found in the Appendix, and the close season Tables 
in same.

No. 2. Wexford District.
Extending from Wicklow Head, in the County of Wicklow, to Kiln Bay (east of Bannow 

Bay), in the County of Waterford.
The capture of spring salmon in 1877, is reported as much about the same as in 1876, 

but the quantity of peale taken much greater; the stock of breeding fish on the spawning 
beds was also reported as much in excess of that in 1876.

The size of the fish is increasing.
Offences against the fishery laws are decreasing.
In consequence of an application for a change of season, we held inquiries into the 

subjects during the month of December last. At present we do not propose to make 
any change.

The order of December, 1873, therefore, still remains in force.
The by-laws in force in the district, viz., that of the 25th March, 1854, two of the 

26th October, 1870, and one of the 15th February, 1875, will be found at page 65 of 
Appendix, and the close season table at pp. 68, 69 of same.

Concluding Observations.

The season of 1877 was satisfactory, and the quantity of salmon supplied to the markets 
considerably more than in the previous year. K *

It may not be out of place here as illustrating the beneficial results of the Act of 1863 
5 and 6 Vic., cap. 106—to show the increased number of men to which the salmon fish-
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cries now give employment as compared with the year previous to the passing of the 
Act, and also tlie amount received for License Duties, &c. in the two years named.

Thus in 1862 there were 9,090 persons employed. Amount received £5,416.
In 1877 „ 11,578 „ „ £9,754.

Showing an increase of 2,488 ,, ,, £4,338
From the date of my first connexion with the Fishery department, now extending over 

nine years, to the present time I have been strongly impressed with the fact, that in order to 
do full justice to and properly develop our salmon fisheries, a much greater amount of 
funds than has yet been available for protection would be required. I have touched upon 
this subject in various reports, and very fully in that for 1875—from which the following 
is an extract.

“ A great deal may bo done by a revision of the licence duties, as under the present rates as fixed bj 
statute I do not consider they produce nearly as much as they ought to do—several of the engines used 
in large numbers being too lightly taxed.

“In 1848 the Act 11th and 12th Vic., c. 92, was passed. Under this Boards of Conservators were first 
formed, and certain licence duties fixed, the maximum charge on each kind of engine not to exceed the follow
ing :—

Single salmon rods
£ 

. 1 0
d.
0 Bag nets ......

£
5

s.
0

d.
0

Cross lines and rods 2 0 0 Fly nets ...... 5 0 0
Snap nets . ’ 1 10 0 Stake nets or stake weirs (Scotch) 15 0 0
Draft nets or seines . 3 0 0 Head weir ...... 6 0 0
Drift nets . . 3 0 0 For every box, crib, or cruive, or drum net 5 0 0
Trammel nets for pollen • 1 10 0 Gap, eye, or basket for eels . 1 0 0
Pole nets 9• • • 0 0

“ After fifteen years’ experience it was found to bo necessary to increase the maximum rate upon certain 
engines; and by the Act 26th and 27th Vic., chap. 114, which was passed in 1863, the following changes 
were made :—

“ Licence duty on bag nets increased from £5 to £10 ; fly nets from £5 to £30 ; stake nets, or stake weirs, 
Scotch, from £15 to £30 ; for every box, crib, or cruive from £5 to £10. Thirteen years have elapsed since 
this change was made, and I consider that the time has come when a further change might fairly be made.

“ The drift and draft nets generally are far too lightly taxed for their powers of capture. I do not say that 
they are invariably so; but when it is known that in some cases the latter, at a single draft of the net, will 
take fish by the hundred, it is evident that a higher rate of duty might fairly be assessed.

“ When we came into office in 1868, we found that single rod licences in thirteen districts were issued at 
10s. pci’ rod, and in the remaining eight districts at £1. They are now, and have been for some time issued 
at the maximum rate of £1 throughout Ireland, which is, in my opinion, a fair rate ; but as compared with a 
£3 licence for a drift or a draft net, or 30s. licence for a snap net, quite too high.

“ Fixing a higher maximum rate of licence duty upon certain engines (which can only be done by Act of 
Parliament) would not necessarily lead to an increase upon any particular engine, unless the peculiar circum
stances prevailing in a locality would justify it. The Act itself would only provide that certain engines 
should not be taxed at a higher rate than that specified, leaving it to Boards of Conservators to say 
what the proper amount (not exceeding that fixed by the Act) should be ; and the Conservators, by the 
fact of their residence in the localities, should be in a position to know what would be fair and just ; 
hut even when a rate has been so fixed by them, it docs not become operative until sanctioned by the 
Inspectors.”

I cannot too strongly direct the attention of the authorities to the foregoing, as tlie 
principal point which requires to be looked to at present, if we are to hope for a more rapid 
and substantial improvement in this valuable branch of industry and food supply.

The enforcement of payment of the amounts due on account of the Foor Law Valua
tion, viz., 10 per cent., still continues to be largely neglected, and considerable sums of 
money are thus lost. I fearthatthis will continue until means are devised by which Boards 
of Conservators are compelled to take stringent measures for the recovery of the 
amounts due. In fact, in reference to this and also to other matters of considerable 
importance, I am convinced that it would be of vast advantage if some controlling power 
were provided to secure that the various Boards of Conservators should strictly carry 
out the intentions of the Acts for the improvement of the fisheries, and on this point 
many conservators have expressed themselves as coinciding in my views.

At present in some districts a great part of the funds, which should bo devoted to 
protecting the breeding streams during the spawning months, are expended in watching 
the fisheries in the tidal waters ; this should be prevented as much as possible, and no 
more than is absolutely required ought to be thus expended.

But it may be alleged that if the Weir proprietors are not closely watched the weekly 
close time will not be observed. I think a very simple remedy might be devised, viz., 
make the penalty for illegally fishing a weir very severe, and on a repetition of the 
offence give power to suppress it altogether ; and I venture to say that no weir proprietor 
for a little present gain will permit a valuable property to be risked in this way. As a 
matter of course to carry out my suggestion legislation would be necessary, but I am

1) 2 
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satisfied that the advantages to be gained by it are so apparent, that it would be easily 
carried, and I believe the weir owners themselves would in reality be very glad to have 
such a law enacted.

1 must not conclude without bearing testimony to the great advantages derived by 
the fisheries from the assistance of the Royal Irish Constabulary especially since 
special orders to enforce the Fishery Acts were issued by the present Inspector 
General in 1876.

It is also necessary that I should .not omit to notice the action of the Coast 
Guard who, as a rule, render most ready and valuable assistance.

JOS. HAYES..

MR. BLAKE’S REPORT.
Division extending from Wicklow Head to Mullaghmore, County Sligo, embracing in 

whole or part the Counties of Wicklow, Dublin, Kildare, King’s County, Meath, 
Westmeath, Louth, Cavan, Longford, Monaghan, Down, Armagh, Antrim, London
derry, Fermanagh, Tyrone, Donegal, Leitrim, and Sligo, and including the eight 
Districts of Dublin, Drogheda, Dundalk, Ballycastle, Coleraine, Londonderry, 
Letterkenny, and Ballyshannon.

Dublin District

Extends from Wicklow Head to Skerries, county Dublin, embracing in part or whole 
the counties of Wicklow, Dublin, Kildare, and Meath.

Close Seasons.
Tidal waters.—From Howth to Dalkey Island—Between 15th August and 1st of 

February. For remainder of district—Between 15th September and 2nd March.
Fresh Water—Same. Angling with cross lines—Same. Angling with single rod 

and line—Between 31st October and 1st February.

By Laws.—River Liffey.
Prohibiting the catching or attempting to catch salmon with any net of greater length 

than 350 yards between Island-Bridge weir and a line drawn due north from Poolbeg 
Lighthouse.

Permitting the use of nets with meshes of one inch from knot to knot for the capture 
of salmon or trout between Dalkey Island and Wicklow Head.

Engines used in district in 1877:—109 salmon rods, 2 cross lines, 14 draft nets.
Receipts :—Salmon rods, £109 ; cross lines, £4 ; draft nets, £42 ; fines, £4 133 Id. 

Total, £159 13s. 8cZ., as compared with £163 93. 4cZ in 1876.
One Salmon taken at Poolbeg weighed 40 lbs., average size 10 lbs. ; Peale 5^ lbs. 

Highest price 4s., lowest 8cZ., average Is. 6cZ. per lb.
The capture of Salmon and Grilse were fully double that of the preceding year. 

“ The extraordinary increase in the productiveness of the Salmon waters of this district,” 
the Clerk of the Conservators, in the replies to the annual queries, sent out by this depart
ment, mainly attributes to his 11 unremitting vigilance for the past seven years, in 
frequently visiting the several parts of the districts where Salmon were likely to bo taken, 
and which deterred attempts at illegal fishing ; ” he, however, adds, in allusion to. 1877, 
“ the very great capture of Salmon was owing to the early freshes in the rivers.” 
Owing to want of funds the protection is very inadequate.

In addition to the Clerk, who acts as Inspector of Water Bailiffs, only one Bailiff is 
employed by the Board.

The Earl of Meath employs one at Bray, two are paid for to watch the river 
between Celbridge and Lucan by Mr. Cane, and the Swords Anglino* Club employ two 
neai' Malahide.

The late order by the Inspector General to the Constabulary directing them to en
force, as far as possible the fishery laws, will prove of great value in this and other 
districts.

A recent inspection of the Poolaphuca Cascades strengthens the opinion that the con
struction of a passage for Salmon to the water above the highest fall might be accom
plished, at a cost which would be amply repaid by the opening up of many miles of good 
spawning ground, now inaccessible.
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When the pollutions which now render the Liffey within the City boundary, so pre
judicial to the life of everything between or beside its banks are abated, there will be a 
strono* inducement to the lovers of sport, as well as to those who follow fishing as a 
livelihood, to raise the necessary funds for fish passages on the two falls at Poolaphuca, 
which, with the purification of the river, would render the Liffey, for its size, one of the 
best producers of Salmon in Ireland.

The construction of a fish pass on the Bray River, due chiefly to generosity of one 
proprietor, will, it is expected, considerably increase the quantity of White Trout in 
that locality. There has been an increase of prosecutions by the Constabulary for 
offences against the fishery laws. No prosecution on the part of the Conservators.

At considerable pains on the part of this department the accounts of the district have 
been put into regular order, and the Clerk fully instructed in a better system of keeping 
them than the one hitherto pursued.

Drogheda District

Extends from Skerries, county Dublin, to Clogher Head, county Louth, and embraces 
portions of the counties of Dublin, Louth, King’s County, Meath, Westmeath, and 
Cavan.

Close Seasons.
For all Engines—Between 4th August and 12th February.

No By-Laws.
Engines in use in the district in 1877:—G7 salmon rods, 5 cross lines, 3 snap nets, 

48 draft nets, 5 fixed engines, 43 eel nets.
Receipts for licence duties :—Single rods, .£67 ; cross lines, £10 ; snap nets, £4 10s.; 

draft nets, £144; eel nets, £43 ; fixed engines, £50; produce of fines and forfeited 
•engines, £4 7s. 6cZ. Total revenue, £322 17s. IcZ., against £335 17s. 6cZ. in 1876.

Average size of salmon, 13 lbs.; peale, 5 lbs.
Highest price, 3s.; lowest, 7cZ.; average, Is. 3cZ.
The capture was far beyond the average, in consequence of the abundance of water.
The amount of breeding fish observed in rivers far beyond the previous year.
The size of fish rather less than in 1876.
Offences against the fishery laws are stated to be diminishing.
Two prosecutions by Board and one by Constabulary.
Fourteen Bailiffs employed by the Conservators and one by private individuals.
As stated in my last Report, it would be most necessary to have a more frequent 

inspection of the Water Bailiffs, especially in the Upper Waters. The money so 
expended would be well laid out in the interest of the fisheries.

Dundalk District

Extends from Clogher Head, county Louth, to Donaghadee, county Down, embracing 
in whole or part the counties of Louth, Meath, Down, Armagh, Monaghan, and 
Cavan.

Close Seasons.
For tidal and fresh waters, save in Annagassan, Glyde, Dee, Fane, and their tribu

taries—Between 31st August and 1st April. In Glyde, Dee, and Annagassan—Between 
19th August and 12th February. Fane River—Between 19th August and 1st April.

Angling with cross lines—Same as netting. Angling with single rod—11th October 
to 1st of March, save in Annagassan, Glyde, and Dee. In Annagassan, Glyde, and 
Dee—Between 30th September and 1st of February.

By-Laws.
Prohibiting to catch or attempting to catch salmon or trout with any net of greater 

length than 500 yards between Clogher Head and Bellagen Point, county Louth.
Prohibiting the catching or attempting to catch salmon in any tidal water between 

Dunany Point and Soldiers’ Point, county Louth, with a spear, lyster, otter, strokehaul, 
dree-draw, or gaff, except when the latter is used as an auxiliary with rod and line, or 
for removing fish from any legal weir or box by the owner or occupier thereof.

Receipts for 1877:—Angling licences, £45; draft nets, £69; bag nets, £20; head 
weirs, £6; eel nets, £23; besides proportions of fines, £9 0s. 9c?.; rates on Poor Law 
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valuation of several fisheries, £9 10s.; subscription of the Drogheda Board towards 
cost of a water-bailiff, £6; making a total of £187 10s. 8cZ., against £169 16s. 9cZ. in 
1876.

Engines used in district in 1877 45 salmon rods, 23 draft nets 2 bao- nets 1 head
weir, 23 eel nets. ’ & ’

Average size of salmon, 12 lbs.; ditto peale, 6 lbs.
Highest price, 2s. 6d. per lb.; lowest, Is.; average price, Is. Gel.
State of the fisheries satisfactory, and gradually improving
Capture about same as last year.
Amount of breeding fish observed considerably greater than in 1876.
Thirty-five prosecutions were instituted by the Constabulary, of which 27 were Tor 

polluting rivers by flax water. In all the latter convictions were obtained. The 
Conservators had eleven prosecutions, and obtained convictions in all, one of which was, 
however, reversed on appeal.

Much creditable vigilance appears to have been exercised by the Constabulary in 
suppressing flax pollutions, which hitherto proved most injurious to the rivers of the 
district. The bailiffs appear also to have been active in prosecuting for various offences.

A change that has been made in the superintendence of the bailiffs ought to work 
ad vantageou sly.

Their number is quite inadequate for the proper protection of the rivers. The highest 
number ever employed is only nine, reduced to five for part of the year.

As frequently stated, the productiveness of some of the rivers would be much 
increased, at a small cost, by constructing fish passes and repairing some of the ex
isting ones; but as this should be done by private contribution, it is almost hopeless 
to expect to have the necessary funds raised, from the apathy shown by those who 
ought to feel interested in the improvement of the rivers.

In compliance with the Act- of Parliament, requiring the Board to hand over to 
their successors a year’s revenue, £126 10s. 4d. appears to have been lodged in Bank 
at close of the financial year. Although this is £60 short of the amount received,, 
still the effort to meet the requirement will bear favourable contrast with many other 
districts.

Ballycastle District

Extends from Donaghadee, county Down, to Portrush, county Antrim, containing 
portions cf the counties of Down, Antrim, and Derry.

Close Seasons.
Tidal—Between 19th August and 4th February.
Fresh Water—19th August and 1st March. Cross lines—28th September and 16th 

March. Single rod and line—1st November and 1st February.
Engines used in 1877—25 salmon rods, 12 draft nets, and 14 bag nets.

By-Laws—Bush River.

Repealing definition of Bush River Estuary, as fixed by late Special Commissioners 
on 8th February, 1864.

Receipts .’—Single salmon rods, £25 ; draft nets, £36 ; bag nets, £140 ; fines, £7 15s.; 
rates on Poor Law valuation of several fisheries, £69 105. Total £281 5s., as against 
£339 8s. 4c?. in 1876.

Largest fish taken, 25 lbs.; average, 10 lbs. Highest price, 2s. per lb. ; lowest, 8a. ; 
average, 10 d.

The capture was less than in 1876, owing to rough seas and frequent large floods in 
the rivers.

The amount of breeding fish observed considerable both in number and size.
The state of the fisheries appears to be satisfactory in most respects except the large 

amount of poaching reported to continue still in the neighbourhood of Strandcum, not
withstanding the efforts of the water-bailiffs and the Constabulary to suppress it.

No bailiffs can be said to be employed directly by the Board" as the practice has 
hitherto been to give to each proprietor of fisheries a certain sum, leaving it to him to 
employ what bailiffs he thought proper, and requiring no account of the outlay.

In my reports for last two years I pointed out that this was likely to lead to irregu
larity, and suggested that each proprietor should send in receipted vouchers for what he 
expended, in order to have proper entries made in the books of the Board. This year 
the suggestion has been complied with.
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With the exception of a few bag nets, the entire fisheries may be said to be concen 
trated in the Bush. The proprietor, Sir E. F. Macnaughton, expended this year in 
protection £272, besides £84 in artificial breeding, which seems to succeed better here 
than in most other places.

Taking into account the number of bailiffs employed (100), and the co-operation of 
the police, the number of prosecutions (six) appears small considering the amount of 
poaching said to be carried on.

The establishment of a Police Station at Strandcum during the close season has been 
strongly suggested as a means of checking the lawless mobs who aid the poachers, to
wards the expenses of which Sir E. F. Macnaughton is prepared to subscribe liberally.

Coleraine District

Extends from Portrush, county Antrim, to Downhill boundary, county Derry, embracing 
parts of the counties Monaghan, Armagh, Down, Antrim, and Derry.

Close Seasons.

Tidal portion—Between 19th August and 4th February.
Fresh Water—Between 19th August and 1st March. Angling with single rods— 

Between 19th October and 16th March, save Rivers Bann, Maine, Moyola, Six Mile 
Water, and Ballinderry—Between 31st October and 1st March. Cross lines—28th 
September and 16th March. Pollen fishing by trammel nets in Lough Neagh—Between 
31st October and 1st February.

By-Laws.—Lough Neaji.

Prohibiting the use of draft nets for the capture of pollen.
Permitting pollen to be taken by trammel or set nets, composed of yarn of a fine 

texture, not less than ten hanks to the pound weight, doubled and twisted with a mesh 
of not less than one inch from knot to knot, between 1st February and 31st October.

Prohibiting the snatching or attempting to snatch salmon in any of the tidal or fresh 
waters of district.

Receipts for 1877 :—Salmon rods, £96 ; draft nets, £429 ; trammel nets, £88 ; bag 
nets, £20; boxes and cribs, £40; eel nets, £168; fines, £168; Rates on Poor Law 
valuation, £198. Total, £1,105 8s. 2cZ. Receipts in 1876, £1,082 17s. Gel.

En o’ines used in district in 1877 :—96 salmon rods, 143 draft nets, 88 trammel nets, 2 
bag nets, 4 boxes, 56 eel nets.

Average size of salmon 10 lbs.; highest price, 2s. 6cZ. per lb.; lowest, 10cZ.; average, Is.
The capture on the coast less than previous year; in the Bann and other rivers greater, 

owing to the summer floods.
Amount of breeding fish greater in rivers than in 1876.
Offences about same as preceding year.
72 prosecutions—2 by constabulary, 70 by water-bailiffs.
Of these 20 were for flax water, 10 breaches of close season, and 42 illegal fishing.
66 water-bailiffs and 3 inspectors are employed by the conservators, and 4 for part 

of the year by Commissioners of Fisheries.
Owiim to the alleged illegal capture of salmon in Lough Neagh by a new description of 

net, ostensibly used for taking eels and the taking of immature pollen, we held two meet
ings with a view of making by-laws and inducing the fishermen to enter into under
takings calculated to remedy the state of things complained of. It is only just to the 
latter to say that they showed a fair disposition to do what was required from them.

It is to be regretted that legal difficulties have prevented us up to the present from 
passing such by-laws as would prove effective. We trust, however, to be enabled to do 
so next year.

As soon as this is done strong measures should be adopted to enforce the fishery laws 
around the shores of Lough Neagh.

The force of water-bailiffs at present employed for the purpose is utterly inadequate. 
This and other causes have led to an almost total disregard of the laws by the fishermen, 
even to the extent of banding themselves together to resist them by violence.
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.Londonderry District

Extends from Downhill boundary, county Derry, to Malin Head, county Donegal, 
includes parts of Derry, Donegal, and Tyrone.

Close Seasons.
Tidal—Between 31st August and 15th April.
Fresh Water—Same. Angling with cross lines—2Sth September and 15th April. 

Angling with single rod—Between 15 th October and 1st March.

By-Laws.
Permitting the use of nets for capture of fish other than salmon and trout with meshes 

of half an inch from knot to knot in Baronscourt Lakes and Streams.
Permitting the use of nets with meshes of one inch from knot to knot in Lough Foyle 

and tidal parts of the river.
Receipts:—Salmon rods, £74; cross lines, £10 ; draft nets, £105; drift nets, £117; 

pole nets, £6 ; bag nets, £40 ; stake nets or weirs, £90; proportion of fines, £7 5s. 1<7.; 
rates on Poor Law valuation on several fisheries, £95 ; subscription from Lessees of 
Irish Society, £154 19s. Id. Total, £699 4s. 2<7., against £1,163 14s. 8d. in 1876.

The Duke of Abercorn supplements the salary of the conservators’ water-bailiff at 
Sion Mills.

Engines in use in 1876 :—74 salmon rods, 5 cross lines, 35 draft nets, 39 drift nets, 
3 pole nets, 4 bag nets, 3 stake nets.

Average size of salmon, 12 lbs.; peale, 7 lbs.
Highest price, Is. 6d. per lb.; lowest, 6lcZ. ; average, 8d.
Capture less than 1876.
Much more breeding fish in rivers this year.
Offences on the increase ; although there are 180 bailiffs employed during part of the 

year by Conservators, and 40 by the Lessees of the Irish Society.
Of 32 prosecutions, 21 were instituted by the constabulary. In this district, as well 

as nearly all the others in Ulster, the great bane to the fisheries arises from flax water.
There is much complaint against the drift net fishermen of violating the weekly 

close season. The conservators, in conjunction with those of the Colerane district where 
the practice is also complained of, at considerable expense put on a steamer this season, 
for the purpose of enforcing the law. We strongly urge that they ought to receive more 
aid from the authorities, in trying to suppress this illegal and most injurious practice.

To account for the seeming difference between the receipts for 1876 and 1877, 
it may be well to state that the subscriptions put down in the former year from the 
Lessees of the Irish Society was £505, while for this year it is stated as only £154 19s. 
Id. As mentioned in my last report, the £505 represented the amount paid by the lessees 
to the water bailiffs in their employment. In 1876 the sum stated to be paid for water 
bailiffs was £938 15s., while for this year it is put down at only £598 15s. 3d.

It is therefore to be presumed that the lessees this year paid something like the 
difference between £505 and £154 19s. direct to the water-bailiffs, instead of as last year 
having it appear in the account of the Board.

In the end it amounts to exactly the same thing; but adopting one mode one year 
and another the following causes a seeming discrepancy between the two years which it 
would be desirable to avoid for the future by employing some regular fixed system of 
keeping the accounts.

Letterkenny District

Extends from Malin Head to Rossan Point, county Donegal, and comprises the 
greater part of the county Donegal.

Close Seasons.
Tidal Water—Between 19th August and 4th February, and one mile above tideway, 

save Crana or Buncrana and Gweebarra Rivers. For Grana or Buncrana—Between 
14th September and 15th April. For Gweebarra—Between 30th September and 1st 
April.

Fresh Water—Between 19th August and 1st March, save Crana or Buncrana River, 
Leenane and Gweebarra Rivers, which are the same as tidal. Angling with cross lines— 
Same as netting in fresh water. Angling with single rod and line—Between 1st Novem
ber and 1st February ; save in Buncrana. Crana or Buncrana—Between 31st October 
and 1st March.
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No bye-laws for inland fisheries.
Receipts :—Salmon rods, <£53 ; draft nets, £42 ; driftnets, .£27? bag nets, £30 ; boxes 

and cribs, £20; loop nets, £3; fines, 6s. 8d. ; per-centage on Poor Law valuation, £14. 
Total, £189 6s. 8d., against £198 6s. 8d. in 1876.

Engines in use in 1877—Salmon rods, 53; draft nets, 14; drift nets, 9 ; bag nets, 3 ; 
boxes, 2; loop nets, 3.

Average size of salmon, 12 J lbs.; peale, 6 lbs.
Highest price, 2s. 3d.; lowest, 3d.; average, 6d. per lb.
Production much less than in ’76, owing to floods.
Al ore breeding salmon in rivers than last year.
Offences against fishery laws said to be diminishing.
21 prosecutions took place. 14 at the instance of the constabulary, 5 on part of the 

Earl of Leitrim, 1 on part of the Marquis of Conygham, 1 by Board of Conservators. 
Of these 8 were for permitting flax-water to run into a river frequented by salmon. 
The fines were only Is. and 2s.; quite inadequate to suppress this most pernicious 
practice.

The prosecutions by the Earl of Leitrim were of a private character, for entering 
on his lands without permission for the purpose of fishing.

Only two bailiffs for watching the Swilly are directly in the employment of the Board 
in addition to the inspectors.

The license duty paid by proprietors of fisheries is handed back to them towards 
their outlay for bailiffs ; 133 of the latter are sometimes employed.

Owing to the long illness of the late clerk, nothing has been done for some years in 
the way of superintending the affairs of the district. On the recommendation of this 
department, the clerkship has been combined with the inspectorship of bailiffs; this 
arrangement, it is expected, will work advantageously.

The funds are quite sufficient to admit of his travelling when required to the different 
parts of his district. In my reports for 1875 and 1876 I adverted to what I deemed 
to be a very irregular proceeding of the Board, contrary to my advice and remonstrance :— 
dividing an accumulation of £168 185. 4=d., amongst the proprietors, nearly all of whom 
are members of the Board. This sum should, as I stated last year, have been 
returned in conformity with the 8 Sec. of 13 and 14 Vic. Cap. in order that the Board 
might hand over to their successors a year’s income.

In consequence of the above division of the funds the new Board only received 
£56 14s. 7d., instead of £201 3s. IOcZ. The mode adopted by the Board to meet the 
requirement of the law was quite inconsistent with its spirit, viz., by not paying 
the expenses incurred in 1876, and thus enabling them to hand over the year’s receipts. 
The new Board composed, I believe, of the same persons immediately after issuing 
cheques for his debts of 1876. I again allude to the subject in order to point out that 
should what was done in 1875 and 1876 be repeated the members of the Board will 
be likely to incur a personal liability.

Ballyshannon District

Extends from Rossan Point, county Donegal, to Mullaghmore, county Sligo.
Close seasons for tidal and fresh waters—

‘•'Between 19th August and 1st March, save River Eske and tributaries, which is 17th September and 1st 
April.”

For anoding with single rods—o o o
“ Between 9th October and 1st March, save Bunduff, which is between 30th September and 1st February ; 

Bundrowes, between 30th September and 1st January, and, save Erne, between 30th September and 1st 
March.”

By-Laws—
“ permitting use of nets with meshes of one inch from knot to knot in tideway of River Erne.
11 Repealing by-law of 24th February, 1860, prohibiting use of nets with meshes less than one inch for capture 

of fish of any kind on that part of the coast of the county Donegal inside or to the north-east and north of lines 
drawn from Rossan Point to Teelin Head, and from Teelin Head to Carrigan Head, and from Carrigan Head 
to Muckross Point, all in the barony of Bannagh and county of Donegal.

“ Permitting use of nets with meshes of one inch from knot to knot, for capture of fish by persons having 
right to use nets in Lough Erne, between Enniskillen and Belleek, between 1st May and first day of close season 
in each year.

“ Prohibiting the capture of fish of any description with the instrument commonly called and known by the 
name of the Spoonbait, or anv other instrument of the like nature or device, during the months of January, 
February, and March in each year, in that part of the River Erne situated between the Falls of Belleek and a 
line drawn due south across the river, from the point of Castlecaldwell demesne, by the eastern point ot the 
Muckinish, or M bite island, to the opposite bank, all in the county of Fermanagh.



34 REPORT OF THE

“ Permitting use of nets for the capture of fish with meshes of one inch from knot to knot (to be measured 
along the- side of the square, or four inches to be measured all round each such mesh, such measurements being 
taken in the clear when the net is wet), within so much of the River Eany Water, or Inver, in the county of 
Donegal, as lies above the mouth of said liver as defined.”

The engines used were :—115 salmon rods; 10 cross lines; 47 draft nets; 2 pole 
nets ; 1 stake net; 4 boxes or cribs; 29 gaps or eyes for eels. Proportion of fines, 
£15 10s. Qd.; per centage on Poor Law reduction, £15 10s. Od.; total receipt, 
£401 10s. Od. ; revenue in 1876, £598.

Average size of salmon, 131bs., peale, 5Jibs. Highest price, 2s. 6d., lowest, 10c7, 
average, Is. 6d. per lb. General state of fisheries, good. Capture about same as in 
1876. Breeding fish observed in rivers about the same.

Twelve prosecutions by Conservators and one by Constabulary. Offences against the 
fishery laws on the increase. With 200 bailiffs employed by Conservators and a few by 
private individuals, together with the increased aid afforded by the Constabulary, there 
seems to be sufficient means, if judiciously used, to prevent an increase of breaches of 
the law.

The Conservators j ustly remark that the fines inflicted on persons allowing flax water 
to flow into the rivers are so small as to have no effect in preventing such pollution.

Concluding Remarks.

Almost everything I could say on the subject of the inland fisheries is contained in 
my Reports for some years back.

They are capable of vastly increased development by more protection and greater 
facilities for enabling breeding fish to ascend to the upper waters. Apathy, jealousy of 
rival interests, and want of sufficient liberality in contributing to aid protection and 
production, are the causes which chiefly prevent this great source of amusement, 
employment, and food, from being more than doubled.

When it is considered how much might be accomplished in many instances at a trifling 
outlay, it is to be deplored that some means not open to objection cannot be devised to 
meet the cost.

An increased license duty on fixed and other engines in proportion to capture, and a 
reasonable subsidy from riparian owners deriving benefit from rivers flowing through 
their properties, are amongst the means of raising funds which suggest themselves.

In the northern counties, where flax water has proved so deadly, the minumum 
penalty ought to be largely increased. In most cases the too small fines usually inflicted 
have no effect in deterring.

Fish and flax might thrive together if the growers were compelled to adopt pre
cautions, involving but little trouble. Increased powers ought to be conferred on the 
Inspectors—particularly to give them a veto on all appointments made by Conservators, 
and to enable them to dismiss employes of Boards when deemed necessary.

I hey should also, in my opinion, be made ex-officw members of all Boards, as 
amongst other advantages there would be more chance of a quorum being* formed on 
occasions when they could attend. It now sometimes happens that when an Inspector 
at some trouble attends a Board meeting no business can be proceeded with, for want of 
the requisite number.

Disputes arising about the election of Conservators should be decided by the Inspec
tors, instead of its being necessary, as at present, to resort to the Court of Queen’s 
Bench.

JOHN A. BLAKE.
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MR. BRADY’S REPORT.

On Division of Ireland extending from Dunmore Head, in the county of Kerry, to 
Mullaghmore, in the county of Sligo, embracing in whole or part the counties of 
Kerry, Clare, Limerick, Tipperary, King’s, Queen’s, Galway, Longford, Westmeath, 
Roscommon, Leitrim, Mayo, Cavan, and Sligo; and including the districts of Limerick, 
Galway, Ballinakill, Bangor, Ballina, and Sligo.

No. 8, or Limerick District/
From Dunmore Head, in the county of Kerry, to Hag’s Head, in the county of 

Clare, and includes al] that part of the country, the waters of which flow into the sea 
•coast between those points.

The take of salmon in some localities in this district during the past year was 
more, and in others less, than in 1876, but on the whole both years were equally 
productive.

I he quantity of fish actually captured cannot be ascertained as there is an unwilling
ness on the part of both owners and lessees of fisheries to allow their capture to be 
"known.

It is, however, stated, that taking an average of five years, the quantity of salmon 
captured has increased.

The engines fishing on the public rights in the tidal waters have increased in number 
again this year.

From the persons who use nets in the tidal waters no reliable statement can be 
obtained of the quantity of fish taken during any season.

lhe angling in the celebrated Castleconnell waters was a little less than in preceding 
year. Reliable reports of the quantity of fish captured in these waters have been 
received, and from them a slight falling off is observable, but it has been stated that 
this did not arise from any scarcity of fish.

The rivers generally have been so swollen during the close season that no observations 
could be made as to quantity of breeding fish as compared with other years.

Nothing has been done to bring into cultivation or improve the many tributaries to 
the River Shannon or other rivers in the district, which might with an expenditure of 
money be made productive. In former reports I referred to this matter fully, and 
that this could only be carried out by co-operation amongst the proprietors along their 
banks. The funds of the district are wholly inadequate for the proper protection of 
the fisheries, even as they exist at present, of this very large district, and it is difficult to 
say how they could, be equitably augumented unless by putting increased license duty 
on some of the engines in the tideway.

On the application of the Conservators, meetings have been held during the past 
year, to enquire into the propriety of prohibiting drift net fishing in certain parts of 
the River Shannon and in Clonderlaw Bay, and after receiving a great mass of 
evidence on the subject, we were unanimously of opinion, that no°case was made out 
calling for our intervention by the imposition of any further restrictions than those 
fixed by our by-laws made in November, 1874. Since then a difficulty has arisen as 
to the operation of one of the clauses of these bye-laws which prohibited the use of drift 
nets within the line of low water mark of ordinary spring tides below or seaward of a 
line drawn across the River Shannon from Aughinish Point to Kildysart.

It was contended before the Magistrates at Petty Sessions that this restriction was 
confined to the River Shannon and did not extend to Clonderlaw Bay. The 
Magistrates took this view of the case and dismissed certain complaints brought by the 
Board of Conservators for an alleged infringement of the law. By some fatality the- 
proper steps were not taken in time to test the accuracy of this view of the law by an 
appeal to cither the Quarter Sessions or the Court of Queen’s Bench. The Board have 
since called on us to amend the law by prohibiting them within certain distances of 
hio’h water mark in this Bay. It must form the subject of enquiry during the spring. 
More pressing business on the Department prevented the matter being taken up before 
the fishing season opened.

In the River Deel or Askeaton a bye-law has been made, after enquiry, prohibiting
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the use of all nets for capture of salmon or trout ■ tlie river being' more naturally 
adapted for sport and .purposes, ot reproduction than for netting. It is a valuable
feeder to the commercial fisheries of the Shannon. A few vears back, nothin^ was 
thought of this river until a few gentlemen took its protection in hands, and°made- 
improvements in the several obstructions which impeded the free ascent of the fish. 
They are now beginning to reap the reward of their outlay and perseverance in 
protection, one gentleman having killed to his own rod in a few hours on the first day 
of the present season 11 spring salmon.

The fish pass built under the design of our engineer, Mr. Gray, at Bathkeale, is 
reported as a great success. The cost of this pass alone was £150, all of which was 
defrayed by the gentlemen to whom I have referred.

Complaints having been made of the serious diminution of fish, especially trout, in 
Lough Derg, and permission requested for the use of a small meshed net for the 
capture of bream, perch, pike, &c., meetings were held on the subject round 
the Lough. The evidence proved that since the use of nets with meshes less 
than seven inches round was prohibited by the statute in 1845, the fishing was getting 
worse year by year, and it was attributed to the great increase of perch, bream, and 
pike which prey on the young trout. Before that Act a great number of nets were 
used in the Lough and large quantities of these fish were captured. The result of the 
enquiries was to issue a by-law permitting a one inch meshed net not exceeding twelve 
yards in length to be used for the capture of any kind of fish other than salmon or 
trout; and, to protect the trout fisheries, a further by-law prohibiting the use of nets 
(except eel nets) between eight o’clock in the evening and six o’clock in the morning.

The subject of netting at night a short distance above the tideway of the Shannon, 
which has been much complained of, has received our careful consideration; but 
we have no power to interfere. The boundary between the tidal and fresh 
waters of the river has been defined at a place called Corbally Mill Dam. On 
the north side there is a space above the dam for about a mile in length, which, though in 
freshwaters, does not appear to be claimed by any one as a several fishery to the middle of 
the stream. On the opposite side on the other half of the stream, a several fishery is 
claimed, which extends from the dam along the south bank of the river for about 5 
miles. In this portion of the river, as well as that on the opposite bank, extending 
upwards from the bounds of that portion which is not claimed as a several fishery,, 
netting by night is carried on. The 24th sec. 26 and 27 v., c. 114, prohibits the use of 
nets for salmon and trout in the freshwater portion, of any river, as defined between 
8 o’clock p.m., and G o’clock a,m., except so far as the same may have heretofore been 
used within the limits of a several fishery next above the tidal flow. It was considered 
that as a space of freshwaters intervened between the place defined as the tidal and 
freshwater boundaries and the place where the first several fishery on the north bank 
commenced, netting was illegal between 8 o’clock p.m., and 6 o’clock a.m., in the latter 
fishery—although it might be legal on the south side of the river, as being the first 
several fishery above the tidal flow, and the right having been used before the passing 
of the Act. Had this contention been correct, it would have prevented the operation 
of nets at night in one-half the river for over 3 miles, for no nets it is stated were hereto
fore used in the space on the north side, immediately above the dam ; the effect of which 
would have been to have allowed a larger stock of fish to the upper waters. We were, 
however, legally advised that the proper interpretation of the section was that the 
words “ Several Fishery, next above the tidal flow,” should be taken to mean a fishery 
which, at the time of the passing of the Act, was actually claimed and used as a several 
fishery; and not to be the mere patent right of fishing which a riparian proprietor may 
have, but did not exercise.

The case to which I referred in my last and former report of a Mill Dam having been 
erected on an important river in the district without having been built in such a way as 
to allow the free passage of fish as provided by the Act, has been heard by the Court of 
Queen’s Bench, and it was held that according to the proper construction of the 63rd section 
of the Act, 5 & 6 V., c. 106, the Magistrates were right in point of law in 
dismissing the complaint, and that the appeal should therefore be dismissed.

The prosecution was brought by the advice and directions of the Crown Counsel,, 
under the 63rd section, 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106. That section deals with two distinct sub
jects, viz., 1st, Bivers or Dams erected after the passing of the Act, and 2nd, Bivers 
existing at the time the passing of the Act. As to the former class the statute requires 
their construction, with such provision for the free passage of Salmon at all times as the 
Commissioners approve. The section, however, provides no summary penalty, and gives 
no summary jurisdiction in reference to a violation of its provisions, as to this class of 
offence, and that being so, an Act prohibited by a statute which provides no special
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punishment is punishable only by indictment. The summary jurisdiction of magistrates 
under this section is confined to offences in reference to the case of Weirs existing at 
the time of the passing of the Act, under the circumstances specified in that section.

Our predecessors and we ourselves have enforced up to this time building of fish 
passes in all erections placed in rivers since the Act of 1842, wherever such have come 
to our knowledge; and in one case summary proceedings were taken by the advice of 
the then Law Officers, and after conviction being affirmed on appeal at Quarter Sessions 
the parties who had built the dam were obliged to build the pass. As this late decision 
of the Court of Queen’s Bench is of great importance, we have thought it incumbent on 
us to submit to your Grace a statement of the case, with the view of having steps taken 
to enforce the law in this and other cases of a like description.

The Conservators have not the funds to undertake law proceedings, and no one will 
be found m the district with sufficient interest to do so, or to place themselves in the 
position of a public prosecutor.

The erection of dams in rivers, without leaving a sufficient passage for fish, must 
militate against, and in many cases would eventually destroy the fisheries of a river; 
the commercial interests in the tideway would suffer, and the public food of the country 
be seriously interfered with; it is looked upon as an offence against the public, which 
should be taken up by a public prosecutor. There is very little doubt that the deterior
ated condition of the Salmon Fisheries of England was occasioned by the erection of 
dams in rivers, which in many cases effectually barred the ascent of fish to the breeding 
streams.

The Salmon Fisheries of Ireland are at present too valuable a commercial commodity 
to permit, with impunity, any infraction of the requirements of the statute, because there 
are no local funds available to put tlie law in motion.

Several fixed engines during the year were erected in the Shannon, in situations other 
than those marked in the certificates granted for them. The parties have been cautioned 
against a repetition of this offence, it being the opinion of the law officers that the 
establishment of fixed engines in substantially different situations from those specified 
in the certificates was an illegal practice.

Since the fishing season commenced we have instructed the Coast Guard to examine 
all the fixed engines now erected, and to report on the matter.

In cases of this nature the Board of Conservators of the district have not sufficient 
funds to undertake prosecutions, and have refused to do so. We have no power to com
pel them.

During the year we held enquiries into applications for certificates for five stake nets, 
to be erected in the Shannon, on sites of bag nets erected in 1862, under the decision 
of the Court of Queen’s Bench, in the cases of Stewart v. Cubitt, and Reeves v. Robinson, 
and in the case of Williams v. Boyd, in the Court of Common Pleas. In one case the 
certificate was refused on the grounds that it was proposed to erect a stake net on the 
site of one which had already been condemned by our predecessors. In three cases it 
was refused on the ground of the applicant not having a title under the 19th section of 
the Act 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, to maintain its erection. Against these decisions appeals are 
now pending. In the fifth case a certificate was granted, the applicant having proved 
to our satisfaction that the fixed net was legally erected in 1862, on the site proposed, and 
that it was not injurious to navigation or the public rights of fishing.

Two further applications have since been received, which must form the subject of 
enquiry as soon as other business will permit.

A question of considerable importance has lately arisen with respect to fishing with fixed 
nets. A party was summoned for having placed in the tidal parts of the River Shannon, 
a fixed net which had not been legally erected for catching Salmon and Trout during 
the open season of 1862. The summons was brought under the 4th Section of the 
26 & 27 Vic., c. 114, and the defendant was fined by the justices £5 and costs. Against 
this decision he appealed to the Quarter Sessions and the Judge held that it was very 
questionable whether the penalty imposed by the 16th section of the 32 & 33 Vic., c. 92, 
was not in substitution of that imposed by the 4th section of the 26 & 27 Vic., c. 114, 
and that therefore the latter section was by implication repealed, and as there was much 
doubt on the point the appellant should get the benefit of it, and he reversed the con
viction.

The power of magistrates to impose the penalty provided by the 16th section of the 
32 & 33 Vic., c. 92. for using fixed nets without having a certificate, had already hereto
fore been doubted and questioned, but no authoritative decision has been made on the 
point.

The effect of the decision now referred to will be of serious moment in allowing fixed 
engines to be used with impunity.
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I f the owners are convicted undei' the 4th section of the Act, the conviction may be 
reversed on appeal. If the case be brought under the 16th section of the 32 & 33 Vic., 
c. 92, the power of the magistrates under that section is questioned, and should they 
convict, it might be doubtful if they could enforce their order. The Board of Con
servators have not funds sufficient to try these questions of law before the higher 
tribunals of the country, and as they are equally applicable to every other district in 
Ireland, it is thought that it would be only just to have them set at rest at the public 
expense.

In former reports I entered into matters in detail which I believe would improve the 
fisheries of this district and see no reason for modifying or altering the opinions therein 
expressed. I think the river Shannon ought to produce a greater quantity of fish than 
it is stated now to produce ; and a larger portion of the funds ought to be reserved by the 
Conservators for protecting the spawning fish in winter. This matter has been strongly 
urged on the Board by my colleagues and myself on more than one occasion. They have 
this past season adopted one of our suggestions and appointed an Inspector.

There cannot be a doubt but that more energy and activity in the discharge of their 
duties will be observed by the Bailiffs if a proper system of surveillance is kept up by the 
Inspector. If this be not done, it is only wasting so much more money. As a rule I 
believe the Bailiffs employed, with few exceptions, are not to be depended on.

A system much to be deprecated, and against which the Inspectors have remonstrated 
with the Board of Conservators, is still preserved in this district, viz., allowing tidal 
engines to fish for several months -without having paid licence duty. It is manifestly in 
direct opposition to the provisions of the Act of Parliament.

During the season there were used in this district the following engines :—224 single 
salmon rods, 40 cross lines, 3 snap nets, 81 draft nets, 132 drift nets, 19 pole nets, 33 stake 
nets, 1 head weir, 9 boxes or cribs, 124 gaps or eyes for taking eels, producing a total 
revenue of £2,207 105., which, though appearing a large sum, is inadequate to the 
requirements of this large district.

There were 68 water bailiffs during the open, and about 90 during the close season 
employed by the Conservators, at wages ranging from 5s. to £1 per week. Only a few 
employed by private individuals, and only to watch trespassers.

During the year there were 52 prosecutions by the Conservators, and 45 convictions 
obtained; by the Constabulary and others, with the assistance of the secretary of the 
Conservators, 13, of which 10 were convicted. Offences against the fishery laws appear to 
have diminished in this district.

The close seasons in this district are—For tidal and fresh waters :—
“ Between 31st July and 12th February, save rivers Cashen and Tributaries, and save between Kerry Head 

and Dunmore Head, and Loop Head and Hags Head, and all rivers running into the sea between those points.
“For Cashen down to its mouth and Tributaries, between 31st August and 1st June; between Dunmore 

Head and Kerry Head, and all rivers flowing into the sea between those points, between 15th September and 
1st April; between Loop Head and Hags Head, and all rivers running into the sea between those points, 
between I5th September and 1st May.”

For angling with single rods and lines :—
“Between 30th September and 1st February, save Cashen and Maigue rivers and their Tributaries; and 

save all river's running into the sea between Loop Head and Hags Head, and between Dunmore Head and 
Kerry Head. For Cashen and Tributaries, between 30th September and IGth March; for Maigue and 
Tributaries, between 30th September and 20th February; between Loop Head and Hags Head, between 15th 
September and 1st May; and between Dunmore Head and Kerry Head, between 15th September and 1st 
April.”

The by-laws in force in the district arc as follows :—
In River Shannon :—

“ Prohibiting net fishing in that part of the River Shannon between Wellesley-bridgo and the Railway 
bridge, between 1st June and 12th February.

“First.—Prohibiting between the 1st day of August, or such other day as may be the first day of the close 
season, and the 1st day of November- in each year, the use of draft nets, or any other net or nets used as a 
draft net, having a foot-rope and leads or weights affixed thereto, within the following limits, viz.:—In that 
part of the River Shannon situate between the Fishing weir known as the Lax Weir, and a line drawn due 
nor-th and south across the said River Shannon at the western extremity of Graimie Island.

“ Second.—Prohibiting dr-aft nets for the capture of fish of any kind, of a mesh less than one and three- 
quarter inches from knot to knot, to be measured along the side of the square, or seven inches to be measured 
all round each such mesh, such measurements being taken in the clear when the net is wet, in the tidal parts 
of the River Shannon, or in the tidal parts of any of the rivers flowing into the said River Shannon.

“ Prohibiting the fishing for salmon or trout by any means whatsoever, within a space of twenty yards from 
the weir wall of Tarinonbarry, on the River Shannon.

“Prohibiting having nets for capture of salmon or trout on board any cot or curragh between mouth of 
Shannon and Wellesley-bridge, in the city of Limerick, or in tidal paid® of any rivers flowing into the said 
River Shannon between said points, between the hours of nine o’clock on Saturday morning and three o’clock
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on Monday morning ; or between Wellesley-bridge and the Navigation Weir at Killaloe, in the county of Clare, 
between eight o’clock on Saturday morning and four o’clock on Monday morning.

“ Prohibiting the shooting of fish in that part of IRiver Shannon between Portumna-bridge and Shannon
bridge.”

In River Shannon and Clonderlaw Bay :—
“ Regulating the use of drift nets as follows :—
“ First.—That no drift nets of greater length than 100 yards shall be used for the capture of salmon or trout 

in any part of the River Shannon between Limerick and a line drawn across the river below Askeaton, from 
Aughnish Point, in the county of Limerick, to Kildysart, in the county of Clare.

“ Second.—That no drift nets of greater length than 200 yards shall be used for the capture of salmon or 
trout in any other tidal waters of the River Shannon, or in Clonderlaw Bay.

“ Third.—That no two or more drift nets shall be attached together in any way or be allowed to drift within 
150 yards of each other in the River Shannon, or in Clonderlaw Bay.

“ Fourth.—That no drift nets below, or seaward of a line drawn across the River Shannon, from Aughnish 
Point, in the county of Limerick, to Kildysart, in the county of Clare, shall be used within the line of low- 
water mark of ordinary spring tides.

“ Fifth.—That no drift nets shall be used in Clonderlaw Bay above a line drawn from Knock to Lacknabahee, 
in the county of Clare.

“ That no drift nets shall bo used in the Rivers Maigue or Askeaton.”

In Lough Ree :—
“ Permitting the use of nets, having a mosh of five inches in the round, measured when the net is wet.”

In River Fergus :—
Prohibiting the fishing for salmon or trout by any means whatsoever, within a space of twenty yards from 

the weir wall of Ennis.
“ Prohibiting the use of drift nets in the tidal parts of River.”

In River Maigue :—
“ Prohibiting the use of draft nets between Ferry Drawbridge and the old bridge of Adare.
“ Prohibiting use of all nets, except landing nets as auxiliary to rod and line, above Railway bridge below 

Adare.
“ Prohibiting the use of drift nets.
“ Prohibiting the shooting of fish.”o o
In Lough Derg :—

‘‘Permitting the use of nets not exceeding twelve yards in length, with meshes of one inch from knot to knot, 
lor the capture of fish other than salmon and trout.

“ Prohibiting the use of nets (except landing nets as auxiliary to angling with rod and line) for the capture, 
of fish other than eels, between eight o’clock in the evening and six o’clock in the morning.'’

In River Deel or Askeaton :—
“ Prohibiting the use of drift nets.

Prohibiting the use of all nets (except landing nets as auxiliary to angling with rod and line) for the 
dcliiU14 salmon or trout in that part of the river situate between Broken Bridge and the mouth of River as

The principal Rivers in the Limerick District, and their seasons for Netting and 
Anghng for Salmon and Trout, are as follows :

Rivers. Tidal Netting. Freshwater 
Netting, &c. Angling, Single Rod and Line.

Cashen, .
Clohane,
Peel or Askeaton, 
Doonbeg,
Dunistimon or

Lahinch,
Fergus,
Maigue,
Shannon,

1st June to 31st August, inclusive,
1st April to 15th Sept., do., 
Not allowed,
1st May to 15th Sept., inclusive,

Do. do.,
12 th Feb. to 31st July, inclusive .

Do. do.,
Do. do.,

Same as Tidal,.
do.,
do.,
do.,

do.,
do.,
do.,
do.,

16th March to 30th Sept., inclusive. 
1st April to 15th Sept., Jo.
1st February to 30th Sept., do.
1st May to 15th Sept., do.

Do. do.
1st February to 30th Sept., do. 
20th February to 30th Sept., do.
1st February to 30th Sept., do.

9, or Galway District.
Extends from Hag’s Head in the County of Clare, to Slyne Head in the County of 

Galway, and includes all that part of the country, the waters of which How into 
file coast between those points.
In this district the take offish was less than in 1876—reasons unknown—great num

bers came in from the sea during September and October. There are none of the dis
turbing elements in Galway, such as exist and are stated to have injurious effects in 
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other districts, such as fixed engines and drift nets. The lessees of the principal fishery 
at Galway use every means in their power to- protect; they annually spend large sums 
of money in preservation, and all their operations are conducted with care and know
ledge, and yet the take of fish has diminished for the last two years. The state of the 
fishing, generally, is, however, satisfactory, and taking an average of years the capture 
has improved, but not to that extent which might be looked for.

The angling on the Galway river considerably improved, the past season being greater 
than any since 1862, and nearly four times as much as the preceding season. The 
quantity of breeding fish has also increased. The average weight of the salmon is 
151bs., the peal 61bs.

In the Ballinahinch waters again this past year, netting was not permitted. This is 
the second year the nets have been removed. One would naturally expect to find from 
this a considerable improvement in the angling, but such has not been the case.

On the application of the proprietor, and after a public enquiry, the season for angling 
in these waters, was extended last year to the 31st October. During the extended time 
thus granted, good sport was obtained, but it is feared that the fish were not in the 
best condition The Ballinahinch was formerly considered to be one of the earliest 
rivers in Ireland. Fishing used to commence in December, but was not continued 
beyond August.

After two years of jubilee it will be interesting to learn if the produce of the 
fishery either commercially or for sport, has much increased.

Since the extension for angling was granted for Ballinahinch, application has been re
ceived for a similar extension for the Screeb, which will be inquired into during the 
coming season.

About 230 bailiffs are employed in the district; one-third all the year round.
A number of proprietors in this district employ bailiffs. This is an exception to the 

general rule throughout Ireland.
During the season the following engines were used in the district, viz.:—169 single 

salmon rods ; 11 cross lines and rods ; 2 snap nets ; 14 draft nets; 4 trammel nets; 6 
boxes or cribs; 20 gaps or eyes for taking eels; producing a revenue of £398 12s., 
being an increase of £63 2s. over the preceding year.

The close seasons in force in the district are as follows :
For tidal and upper waters ;—

“ Between 15th August and 1st February.”

For angling with single rod and line :—o o o
“ Between 15th October and 1st February, save in Cashla, Doohulla, Spiddal, and Ballinahinch rivers and 

Tributaries, which is between 31st October and 1st February.”

The by-laws in force are :—
In Galway River and Loughs Corrib and Mask, and Tributaries :—
“Prohibiting the use of the instrument commonly called strokehaul or snatch, or any other such instrument, 

in River Galway, Loughs Corrib or Mask, or their Tributaries.
Prohibiting the snatching or attempting to snatch salmon in any tidal or fresh water in the Galway district 

with any kind of fish hook, covered in part or in whole with any matter or thing, or uncovered.”

In Clare Galway River :—
“ Prohibiting the use of nets of any kind whatsoever in any part of the rivers known as the Clare and Clare 

Galway or Turloughmore rivers, in the county of Galway, above the junction of the said rivers with Lough 
Corrib, in the county of Galway.”

The principal Rivers in the Galway District, and the seasons for Netting and 
Angling for Salmon and Trout with Single Rod and Line, are as follow :

Hirers. Tidal Netting. Freshwater
Netting, <fcc. Angling with Single Rod and Line.

Ballinahinch, 1st Feb. to 15th August, inclusive, Same as Tidal, . 1st Feb. to 31st October, inclusive.
Doohulla, Do. do., do., Do. do.
Galway, Do. do., do., ’ bit Feb. to 15 th October, do.
I< i Icolgan Do. do., do., Do. do.
fipiddle, Do. do., do., 1st Feb. to 31st October, do.
Screeb, . . Do. do., do., 1st Feb. to 15th October, do.
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Ballinakhill District.

Extends from Slyne Head, co. Galway to Pidgeon Point, co. Mayo, and includes all 
that part of the country, the waters of which flow into the coast between those two 
points.

The principal fisheries in this district are those in the Killeries, and the Dawross or 
Kylemore. In most of these rivers the capture of fish during the past season has been 
less than the preceding year. In some it was greater.

The rivers are of small commercial importance compared with other districts, and per
haps there is not in Ireland less care and attention devoted by the Conservators to them 
The proprietors of the several rivers take npon themselves nearly all the protection that 
is afforded.

During the year enquiry was held into the application made for permission to use 
small meshed nets in the estuary of the Dawross river, but sufficiently satisfactory evi
dence of its necessity not having been afforded, the application was refused.

Offences against the fishery laws appear to be diminishing. There were only three 
convictions by the Conservators, and five by the Constabulary during the year.

The following engines were used in the district in IS76, viz.:—62 single salmon rods; 
1 cross line; 13 draft nets ; 2 pole nets, producing a total revenue of only <£107, a sum 
far short of that absolutely necessary to afford proper protection.

The average weight of salmon in this district is from 12 to 141bs., and of peale or 
grilse, 6 to 7 lbs.. They are nearly all exported. There are no pollutions or poisonous 
matters entering the rivers. The number of people employed at salmon fishing in the 
district amounted to about 148.

The close seasons in force arc as follows :
In tidal and fresh waters :
“Between 31st August and IGtli February, save in Louisburgh and Carrowinsky rivers and estuaries, which 

is between 15th September and 1st July.”

For angling with single rod :—
“Between 31st October and 1st February, save in Louisburgh and Carrowinsky rivers, which is between 

31st October and 1st July.”

There are no special by-laws in the district.
The principal Rivers in the Ballinakill District, and the seasons for Netting and 

Angling for Salmon or Trout, are as follow :

Rivers. Tidal Netting. Freshwater Netting. Angling with Single Rod and Line.

Cairo wniskey, 1st July to 15th Sept., inclusive, . Same as Tidal, . 1st July to 31st October, inclusive,
Clifden, IGth Feb. to 31st Aug. , do., do., 1st Feb. to 31st October, do.
.Delphi,
Dawross or Kyle-

Do. do., do., Do. do.

more, Do. do., do., Do. do.
Erriff, . Do. do., do., Do. do.
Louisburgh, . 1st July to 15th Sept., do., do., 1st J uly to 31st October, do.

Bangor District

Extends from Pigeon Point, Co. Mayo to Benwec Head, and includes all that part of the 
country, the waters of which flow into the coast between those two points.

The general state of the Salmon Fisheries in this district is very good. The 
take was not quite so productive generally as in the preceding year, though in some 
placesit was much more so. The falling off in some places cannot be accounted for. 
In some rivers there has not been seen a larger stock of fish for some years. The funds 
of the district are wholly insufficient for protection. The lessees of the Tidal Fisheries 
in the principal commercial fisheries largely supplement the funds for this purpose in 
close season. The practice of the Board of Conservators is to allocate a certain portion. 
°ftho funds derivable from each locality, and to hand over that amount—loss a portion 
of the general expenses of the district—to the lessees and allow them to expend the 
money These parties employ and pay the water bailiffs, but a much larger sum than 
tha a ocated is paid by them for protection. Complaints have been made on 
the subject of this mode of applying the funds, but where a district is laruc anj the 
funds small, much may bo said ui favour of the allocation system. The Board, however, 
should see that the funds are duly expended for the purposes for which they are 
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granted, and obtain vouchers for every item of expenditure. Taking an average of 
years the capture of fish in this district is reported to have increased.

The angling on the whole has been worse than the preceding year. Fears'are enter
tained by some that its extension to 1st November on the Ballycroy river will be 
prejudicial to the commercial interests. It is prohibited on most of the rivers during the 
descent of the fry. Offences against the fishery laws have increased.

During the past year an inquiry was held as to the propriety of changing the Estuary 
of the Owenmore and Owenduff rivers combined, the result of which was that after care
fully inspecting the locality from both sides of the bay, an order was made altering the 
boundaries from those fixed by our predecessors. Against that decision an appeal has 
been lodged which will form the subject of inquiry before the Privy Council.

Inquiries have been held into the legality of the two bag nets and the six fixed draft 
nets referred to in my last report.

The result was the refusal to grant the certificates sought for, the parties not having 
proved to our satisfaction their right to obtain such.

The quantity of breeding fish has increased. There are no pollutions or poisonous 
matter running into any of the rivers, and the prospects of the district are satisfactory.

The following engines were used in 1877 :—31 salmon rods ; 25 draft nets ; and 12 
bag nets; producing a revenue of £226, a sum totally inadequate for the proper pro
tection of these important rivers. In fact it does not meet more than one-third of the 
bailiffs’ salaries, the difference being made up by the tidal proprietors or lessees.

The close seasons in the district are as follows :—
For tidal and fresh waters :—
“ Between 31st August and 16th February, save in Newport, Glenamoy, Burrishoole, and Owengarve Rivers 

and Estuaries; for Newport River and Estuary, 31st August and 20th March; for Glenamoy River and 
Estuary, 15th September and 1st May ; for Burrishoole and Owengarve and Estuaries, 31st August and IGth 
February.”

For angling with single rod .—
“Between 30th September and 1st May, save Burrishoole between 31st Octobei and 1st February, Owen

garve and Glenamoy 31st October and 1st May, Owenmore and Munhim 30th September and 1st February, 
Owenduff or Ballycroy and Ballyveeny and Owenduff and all rivers in Achil Island, 31st October and 1st 
February.”

The by-laws in force in the district are as follows : —
“Prohibiting the removal of gravel or sand from any part of the bed of the Owenmore River, in the county 

of Mayo, where the spawning of salmon or trout may take place.
“ Permitting the use of nets with meshes of one and a half inches from knot to knot (to be measured along 

the side of the square, or six inches to be measured all round each such mess, such measurements being taken 
in the clear, when the net is wet), within so much of the said Rivers Owenduff or Ballycroy, Owenmore, and 
Munhim, as lies above the mouth as defined, during so much of the months of June, July, and August, as do 
now or at any time may form part of the open season for the capture of salmon or trout, with nets in the said 
rivers.”

The following are the principal Rivers in the Bangor District, with the seasons for 
Netting and Angling for Salmon and Trout.

Rivers. Tidal Netting. Freshwater Netting. Angling with Single Rod and Line.

Achil Island, IGth Feb. to 31st Aug., inclusive, Same as Tidal, . 1st Feb. to 31st October, inclusive.
Ballycroy, 
Burrishoole,

Do. do., do., Do. do.
Do. do., do., Do. do.

Glenamoy, 1st May to 15th Sept., do., do., 1st May to 31st October, do.
Moyour, 16th Feb. to 31st Aug., do., do., 1st May to 30th Sept.,

1st Feb. to 30th Sept.,
do.

Munhim, Do. do., do., do.
Newport, 
Owenmore, .

20th March to 31st Aug., do., do., 1st May to 30th Sept., do.
16th Feb. to 31st Aug., do., do., 1st Feb. to 30th Sept., do.

Owengarve, Do. do., do., 1st May to 31st October, do.

Ballina District

Extends from Benwee Head in the county of Mayo, to Coonamore Point, in the 
county of Sligo, and includes all that part of the country, the waters of which flow 
into the coast between those two points.
Large commercial interests exist in this district. The year 1876 was an exceptionalIv 

good season for the tidal fisheries owing to the great drought that prevailed. The 
weather during the past year was not so favourable, and the supplies from the 
tidal waters were in consequence much less than the preceding year; while the 
capture in the upper or fresh waters, where, since the opening of the free gap in the 
weirs, valuable salmon properties have been established, was better than in 1876. The 
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take of salmon and grilse in these waters has vastly increased since 1864, though some 
upper proprietors complain that the quantity taken by them has seriously diminished. 
This is accounted for by the long reaches of river that have, since the opening of the 
gap, been cleared for netting, and in which the rights of netting aie now largely 
exercised by several proprietors above the weirs. The system of netting now carried 
on in the freshwaters of the River Moy has its origin since the opening of the gap, and 
as each new place is cleared and another net put on in the lower reaches the supplies to 
the persons above must be interfered with. So long, however, as these persons observe 
the provisions of the law, they are only exercising their rights of property. It has been 
laid down by the highest legal authority in this country that it is not the supply at a 
particular place to a proprietor in the upper waters that is to be considered. It is the 
whole result, not the result to particular individuals pressing particular rights, and that 
it was not within the scope or intention of the Section of the Act, which empowered By- 
Laws to be made, or its policy to regulate among the various proprietors themselves in 
what exact degree all of them are to enjoy the rights of fishing. For instance, there is 
no policy in the Act of Parliament to provide for the furnishing a riparian proprietor on 
the upper part of a long river with a supply of fish beyond what the Act of Parliament 
already supplies him with ; and there is no policy to prevent the lower proprietors 
diminishing the supply in the higher portion of the river. If there is an ample supply 
of fish to provide for proper propagation there seems to be no reason for interference ; 
nor unless the protection and improvement of the fishing would fail to be accomplished 
without the introduction of provisions of a restrictive character. Complaints from 
persons who live or exercise rights in the higher reaches of the river against those 
living or exercising rights below them will always be inevitable.

The bag nets in Killalla Bay are reported to have hardly paid their expenses of 
working.

In some places in the district the angling has been better—in others there has been a 
falling off. Offences against the fishery laws have diminished, and the Constabulary 
are rendering in some places important service.

Angling is prohibited during the descent of the fry.
The quantity of breeding fish observed in the rivers has been greater than in pre

ceding year. The protection afforded has been greater.
With respect to the drift nets in Killala Bay, mentioned in my last Report, we pro

posed to make a By-Law which, amongst other things contemplated, compelling the 
persons who use these nets in Killala Bay to lie by their nets while drifting—that is, to 
have their boats attached to their nets when drifting, as is the case in every place in 
Ireland or elsewhere that I am aware of where drift nets for any kind of fish are used. 
Objections were received from a number of fishermen to the proposed By-Law’ on the 
grounds, that, during some tempestuous night of the season, to do so would be attended 
with danger and risk of life. The practice adopted in this Bay is for one boat and crew 
to take out probably two or three nets—some of the nets are over 500 yards in length. 
Each net has its own regular moorings in the Bay. In the evenings the boats go out, 
pick up their moorings, set their nets and return ashore, leaving their nets, as the fisher
men say, drifting in the Bay. I believe many of them are nothing less than fixed nets.. 
In the mornings they go out and pick up their fish and nets and return home with both. 
These nets have so increased in number of late by persons holding land adjoining the 
Bay adopting their use, that amongst the fishermen who, unlike the farming class,, 
have no other mode of livelihood, a great alarm has arisen that they 
may not have room in the Bay to exercise their leo-itiraate avocations 
of fishing. The consequence has been that the fishermen who are dependent 
on fishing alone lately consented to the adoption of the by-law originally 
proposed to be made.. They could, with the exception of very few nights during the 
season, remain out with their nets. This fishing is carried on during the months of 
June. and July, and perhaps about a week in August. The farmers object to any 
restrictions. If they are compelled to remain with, their nets during the night while 
fishing they cannot during the day attend to their other necessary avocations on land. 
Under the present system they can attend to both—for all they have to do is to go out 
in the evenings with their nets and come ashore and have their night’s rest at home.

My colleagues considered that before any by-law of the kind should be made the 
question of the correctness of the allegations first made should be tested by a boat and 
crew, being employed to fish one of these nets every night durum the season with their 
boats attached to the nets.

The board of Conservators have consequently been called on to carry out this matter 
by actual experiment. Until this is done no further proceedings can be taken.

We have during the year been called on to alter the definition of the mouth of the
F 2
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River Moy as fixed by us in 1871. We have been advised by the law officers that 
we have power from time to time to alter, amend, or repeal our previous definitions, 
but that we should not open inquiries into definitions already made by ourselves except 
under special circumstances.

W e have also been called on to inquire into the system of netting carried on in the 
River Moy, which will be attended to at as early a date as possible.

The following engines have been used in the district in 1877, viz. :—91 salmon rods, 
28 draft nets, 41 drift nets, 5 bag nets, 7 boxes or cribs, and 13 eyes or gaps for taking 
eels, producing a revenue of £431, which would be completely inadequate for protection 
but for the large sums expended by the owners of the fisheries in the tidal waters. In 
the River Moy alone it is stated the Proprietors of the Tidal Fisheries expend over 
£700 a year on protection.

The close seasons in force are :—For tidal waters—Netting, between 12th August and 
16th March, save Palmerston and Easkey Rivers, which is between 31st August 
and 1st June.

For upper waters—Netting, between 31st July and 1st February, save Palmerston 
and Easkey Rivers, which is between 31st August and 1st June. Angling—Between 
15th September and 1st February, save Easkey river and tributaries, which is between 
30th September and 1st June, and save Cloonaghmore or Palmerston River and 
tributaries; the tidal parts being between 31st October and 1st February, and upper 
parts being between 31st October and 1st June.

The by-laws in force are as follows :—
“ Permitting use of nets with, meshes of one and a quarter inches from knot to knot (to be measured along 

the side of the square, or five inches to be measured all round each such mesh, such measurements being taken 
in the clear, when the net is wet.

“ Prohibiting angling for trout during April and May in each year—Loughs Conn and Cullen excepted.”

The principal rivers in the Ballina district and the seasons for netting and angling 
for salmon or trout are as follow :—

Rivers. Tidal Netting. Freshwater 
Netting. Angling with Single Rod and Line.

Ballycastle, . 16th Mar. to 12th Aug., inclusive. lFeb.&31 July 1st Feb. to loth Sept, inclusive.
Cloonaghmore or )

Palmerston, J 1st June to 31st Aug. do. Sarno as Tidal, .
( In tidal water, 1st Feb. to 31st
4 Oct., and in up waters, 1st June 
( to 31st Oct. inclusive.

Easkey, 1st June to 31st Aug. do. do. 1st June to 30th Sept, inclusive.
Moy, . 16th Mar. to 12th Aug. do. 1 Feb. & 31 July 1st Feb. to loth Sept, inclusive.

Sligo District.

Extends from Coonamore Point, County Sligo, to Mullaghmore Point, and includes 
that part of the country the waters of which flow into the coast between those two 
points.

In this district the take of salmon during the spring months was less than in 1876 
owing to the heavy floods in the early part of the year, which prevented the nets being 
used sometimes at all and seldom with advantage. The angling in the upper waters 
should have consequently been vastly improved but such was not the case.

The take of salmon during the month of January in 1876 exceeded any ever before 
in that month save in one year. In 1877 it was not, during the same time, one-fourth 
of 1876 ; but this falling oft* was, as mentioned before, caused by the inability, from 
floods and severe weather, to work the nets ; and in this year, 1878, for only half the 
month, it was the fourth best year as to capture of salmon in that month of any since 
January was opened for fishing. I am indebted to the kindness of the lessee of this 
fishery for allowing me to inspect his books confidentially, and this much is all I can 
say on the subject.

The grilse or summer fishing was greater in 1877 than 1 876.
The question of fishing in January formed the subject of a lengthened inquiry before 

us during the past year. It was held on the application of some of the upper 
proprietors and lasted for five days. The result was that my colleagues decided on 
closing up the first 15 days in January and extending the season to the end of July.

In a former Report I entered fully into the question of close seasons, and see no 
reason for altering any of the opinions thus expressed. The public good should in my 
mind be the object of paramount importance, and not the consideration of private or 
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local convenience or interests. I believe it will yet be found that the great principle to 
be observed to raise the Salmon Fisheries to their maximum state of permanent produc
tiveness of the fish in the best condition as an article of food is by early opening and 
early closing, thus securing a sufficient supply of fish to ascend to stock the rivers for 
breeding.

In consequence of the heavy floods during the last spawning season it was difficult to 
make observation as to the quantity of breeding fish in the upper waters as compared 
with other years, but in some rivers it is reported as very large. The weight of the 
salmon and grilse taken in this district has considerably increased during the last 10 
years, and the ascent of the fish in some rivers is becoming earlier every year. In some 
rivers in this district, taking an average of five years, the take of salmon has largely in
creased.

The take of salmon on the coast by some of the bag nets was also very large. In some 
cases it is reported as greater than any preceding year.

There are no pollutions in the district save a little flax water now and again.
To prevent any injury being done to the spawning beds, we have after inquiry decided 

on making a bye-law prohibiting the removal of gravel from the beds of rivers in 
certain places.

The engines used during the year were:—27 salmon rods; 1 cross line; 19 draft 
nets ; 1 bag net; 5 gaps or eyes for eels ; producing a revenue of £101, which is wholly 
inadequate for the necessary protection. It is, however, largely supplemented, prin
cipally by the lessees and proprietors of the Tidal Fisheries.

The close seasons in force are—for tidal waters—
“ Between 19 th August and 4th February, save Sligo river aud Estuary, which is between 31st July and IGth 

January.” . ,

For fresh waters—
Between 19th August and 4th February, save Sligo river which is between 31st July and 16th January.”

For angling with single rod—
“ Between 30th September and 1st February, save in Drumcliffe river and Glencar lake between 19th Oc

tober and 1st February.”

The by-laws in force are as follows :—
“ Prohibiting the snatching, or attempting to snatch, salmon in Sligo river with any kind of fish-hook, covered 

in part or in whole, or uncovered.
“ Permitting use of nets with meshes of half an inch from knot to knot, for capture of fish.”

The principal rivers in the Sligo district and the seasons for netting and angling for 
salmon or trout are as follows—

Rivers. Tidal Netting. Freshwater 
Netting. Angling with Single Rod. and Line.

Ballisodare, . 4th Feb. to 19 th Aug. inclusive, Same as Tidal, 1st Feb. to 30th Sept, inclusive.
Drumcliffe, . do. do. 1st Feb. to 19th Oct. do.
Grange, do. do. 1st Feb. to 30th Sept. do.
Sligo, . IGth Jan. to 31st July inclusive, do. do. do.

In conclusion, I believe the salmon fisheries are progressing most favourably, but that 
there will always be a fluctuation in the produce from year to year, irrespective of the 
greatest amount of care or legislative interference there cannot be a doubt.

I hey have now assumed very large commercial proportions, and it is a source of great 
gratification to be enabled to say that the services of the Royal Irish Constabulary and 
the Coast Guard, which have been afforded in most cases with zeal and energy, arc fully 
appreciated in the country by those who have large interests at stake.

THOS. F. BRADY.

We have in the foregoing report entered into all the details with respect both to the 
sea and salmon fisheries, which we considered important, and think it unnecessary t .>
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supplement them, save by stating that there are a few matters connected with the 
salmon fisheries, not involving any change of principle from the present Acts, on which 
it would be desirable to have legislation.

We have the honour to be,

Your Grace’s obedient servants,

JOS. HAYES.
JOHN A. BLAKE.
THOS. F. BRADY.

Alan Hornsby, Secretary.

Office of Irish Fisheries,
Dublin, 25th March, 18’78.
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Appendix, No. 2.
Herring Fishery, 1877.

Appendix,
Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5.

Note.—Value of total capture equal to about £366,941.

—
Boats employed, 

and highest number on 
any one day.

Total Capture. Average Price.

-

Howth, between 2nd June and 29th 
December, 1877.

Cornish, . 243
Scotch, .- 226 L
Manx, . 175 I
Irish, . 232 J

Mease.

65,326

£ s. d.

1 8 0

Arklow, between 9th June and 29th 
December, 1877,

Kinsale, between 10th March and 17th
__ 11,449 1 4 4

October, 1877, ... __ 1,686 1 14 0
Greenore, between 16th June and 29th

November, 1877, — 21,087 1 5 6
Ardglass, between ilth June and 2nd

December, J 877, — ] 16,114 1 2 6
Omeath and Warrenpoint, 26th June 

to 17th November, 1877, — 1,262 1 3 3
Kilkeel, between 1st June and 1st No

vember, 1877, .... — 5,500 1 0 0
Annalong, .... — 60,000 1 5 0
Courtown, .... — 2,000 1 5 0

284,424 1 5 9

Appendix No. 3.
Mackerel Fishery, 1877.

Boats employed, 
and highest number on Total Capture. Average Price. Amount realized,

any one day.
Boxes. £ s. d. £

Kinsale, .

Irish, . 142"]
J Scotch, . 15 !

’ " ] Manx, . 197 |
(.English, . 32J

114,562 1 1 0 120,398

t Appendix, No. 4.
Summary of the quantity of Herrings, Mackerel, and Cod, exported to undermentioned places 

in England, consigned from Irish Fisheries, from 1st January to 31st December, 1877.

The only return received was relative to the above-mentioned places, but there were 114,562 boxes captured, the great bulk of which wasjoxported

Appendix, No. 5.

rf able showing Loans applied for and advanced under the Irish Reproductive Loan Fund Act during the Year 1877.

CorNTY.
Amount 

available in 
1877. N

o.
 of

 
A

pp
lic

at
io

ns
.

N
o.

 of
; App

lic
an

ts.
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

Amount of 
Loans 

applied for in 
1877.

N
o.

 of
 Lo

an
s 

re
co

m
m

en
de

d.

N
o.

 o
f P

er
so

ns
 

to
 w

ho
m

 Lo
an

s 
re

co
m

m
en

de
d.

Amount 
of Loans 

recommended 
z.in 1877.

N
o.

 o
f L

oa
ns

 
ac

tu
al

ly
 is

sti
ad Amount 

of Loans 
actually 

issued in 
1877.

I.oans cancelled or 
not perfected.

Loans recalled for 
misapplication.

No. Amount. No. Amount.

£ d.
54

£ <? £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ $• </.
Cork. • 867 0 0 87 2,117 () 0 32 41 867 0 0 32 867 0 0 — — — —
Kerry, 2,160 0 0 16 21 443 0 0 6 7 114 0 0 6 114 0 0 — — - —
Leitrim- 324 0 0 — — •— — — —— — — — — — —
j.inieriek, 
Gai^F’ 
>Slig'°- '

613 
x,ioo

0
0

0
0 US 395 3,068 0 0 73 190 1,100 o 0

•*
1,100 0 0

—
— 2 30 0 0

453 0 0 27 38 438 Q 0 20 27 276 0 0 16 205 O O 4 71. 0 0 — —
626 0 0 143 312 2,153 5 O' 53 111 642 O 0 50 617 0 0 3 25 O 0 — —

May0’ ’ 
Clare- •

364 0 0 81 131 1,101 5 0 32 47 376 0 0 31 364 0 0 I 12 0 0 90 O O

Total, 6,507 0 0 469 984 9,320 10 0 216 423 3,375 0 0 208 3,267 0 0 8 108 0 0 10 120 0 0

G

Herrings.

No. of Boxes 
of 2 cwt. each.

Mackerel.

No. of Boxes 
of 2 cwt. each. <

Cod.

No of Boxes 
>f 2 cwt. each.

Herrings.

No. of Boxes 
of 2 cwt. each.

Mackerel.

No. of Boxes 
of 2 cwt. each.

Cod.

No. of Boxes 
of 2 cwt. each

London, .33,733 29,877 11,966 Liverpool, . 23,680 14,971 12,877
Nottingham, . . 3,921 2,921 4,870 Birmingham, . 12,877 4,898 5,990
Bradford, .17,822 3,983 3,628 — - ■ ----------- - — ——
Blanchester, . . 8,377 9,836 9,888 Total, 1877, . 122 224 83,029 57,839
Sheffield, . 7,962 5,777 2,976 „ 1S76, .113,995 79,650 55,069
Wolverhampton, . 6,089 4,966 2,654 — m- -;iIM —
Leeds, . 7,763 5,800 2,990 Increase, . 8,229 3,379 2,770

£ S. d.
Coinputin rr the Herrings at £2 per box, . 244,448 0 0

the Mackerel , 114,562 boxes, at 21.s. per box* . 120,290 2 0
n the Cod at £3 per box, • 173,517 0 0

Total value, • £538,255 2 0
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Appendix,
No. 6.

Abstract of 
By-Laws, 

Orders, &e.

Appendix, No. 6.

Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., in force on 1st January, 1878, relating to the 
Sea and Oyster Fisheries of Ireland.

Place affected by 
By-Law 

and Date thereof.

Dublin Bay,
(10th Oct., 1842.)

East Coast, .
(14th Feb., 1851.)

Dundrum Bay.&c.,
(3rd Dec., 1851.)

Belfast Lough, .
(27th Nov., 1869.)

Donegal Bay,
(16th Feb., 1857.)

Galway Bay. _ .
(9th Jan., 1854.)

Nature of By-Law.
Place affected by 

By-Law, 
and Date thereof.

Nature of By-Law.

TRAWLING.
Prohibiting Trawling inside lines drawn from the 

Bailey Light-house at Howth, to the Eastern
most point of the rocks called the “Mugglins;” 
thence by a straight line to the Southern point 
of Dalkcy Island; thence byastraightlineacross 
Dalkey Sound, in the direction of the signal 
station on Kiliiney Hill.

Prohibiting Trawling within a line drawn from 
the Nose of Howth, to the Eastern point of St. 
Patrick’s Island (Skerries); thence to Clogher 
Head ; thence to Dunany Point; thence to Cran- 
field Point, in the County Down.

Prohibiting Trawling from Hellyhunter Rock, 
off Cranfield Point, to St. John’s Point, both 
in the County Down.

(31st Aug., 1877.);

Brandon Bay, 
(23rd Aug., I860.)

Bantry Bay,
(27th March, 1858.)

(11th Sept., 1861.)

Prohibiting Trawling in that part of said Lough 
of Belfast comprised within a straight line 
drawn from the Castle of Carrickfergus, in the 
County of the Town of Carrickfergus, to Rock
port, in the County of Down, between the hours 
of Six o’Clock in the Evening and Six o’Clock 
in the Morning, during the Months of Decem
ber, January, and February.

Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
the Bian Rock, to a place called Doorin Point.

When large shoals of Herrings shall have set in 
in the Bay, and while Boats are engaged in 
Drifting for Herrings or Mackerel, and when 
Boats shall commence Fishing for Herrings 
or Mackerel, that Trawl Boats shall keep at 
a distance of three miles from them.

Repealing By-Law, dated 22nd March, 1843, pro
hibiting Trawling at all times within a straight 
line drawn from Barna Pier on the north to 
Gleninagh Castle on the south side of said bay.

Prohibiting Trawling within a line drawn from 
Brandon Point to Coosanea.

Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
Crowdy Point to Carrigskye Rock; and from 
thence to Reenavanny Point, on the North 
Shore of Whiddy Island.

And
' ProhibitingTrawlingbetwecnsunsetandsunrise.

Waterford Har
bour. 
15th Dec., 1373.

Prohibiting Trawling by Boats exceeding ten 
tons measurement, within a line drawn from 
Gaultier Cottage, County Waterford, to Broom
hill Point, County Wexford.

Wexford Coast, .
(20th April, 1849.)

Prohibiting Trawling in all places where there 
are Boats engaged in Herring or Mackerel 
Drift Net Fishing; and that Trawl Boats shall 
keep at a distance of at least three miles from 
all boats fishing for Herrings or Mackerel, 
with Drift Nets. And whenever Herring or 
Mackerel Boats shall commence Drift Net 
Fishing in any place, on or off the Coast of 
IV exford, the Trawl Boats shall depart there
from, and keep at least three miles distant from 
the Drift Net Herring or Alackerel Boats.

Dungarvan Bay, . 
(4th July, 1849.)

TRAMMEL NETS.
Prohibiting the use of Trammel and every other 

Fixed or Moored Net (except Bag or other 
Nets for the taking of Salmon) in Dungar
van Bay, within the limit formed as follows, 
namely, the space lying between a line passing 
due East and West, through the Northernmost 
point of Helvick Head, and a line passing due 
East and West through the Southernmost point 
of Ballhiacourty Head, in the Co. Waterford; 
but to the North and East of the line through 
Ballinaconrty Head, and to the South and 
West of the line through Helvick Head, such 
Trammel or Moored Nets may be set. and re
main set in the water from Three o’Clock, p.m., 
of one day, until Nine o’Clock,a.m., in the fol
lowing day, during January, March, October, 
November, and December in each Year; and 
from Five o’Clock. p.m., of one day, to Seven 
o’Clock, a.m., in the following day, during

Dungarvan Bay, 
&c., &c.
—continued.

Inver Bay, .
(24th Sept., 1860.)

Kenmare River 
Estuary.

(3lst Dec., 1864.)

Drogheda & Dun
dalk Districts 
(East Coast).

(22nd Oct., 1873.)

Dundalk District. 
Strangford 

Lough.
(1st Dec., 1873.)

Sea Coast, County 
Donegal.

(30th Jan., 1874.)

Donegal Bay.
(21st April, 1874.)

May, June, July, August, and September. 
Also prohibiting such Nets athwart or within 
200yards of any boat, which at the time of setting 
such net shall be moored, and the Crew thereof 
engaged in Line Fishing; and to every train of 
such Trammel or Moored Netsshall be attached 
at least one floating buoy or board, upon which 
shall be painted in legible characters not less 
than one inch in length, in white upon a black 
ground, the Letter of the District, and the name 
of the Owner to which such Net belongs.

Prohibiting the use of Trammel Nets within or 
to the North-east of a line drawn from the 
Mouth of the Bunlaghy River to Doorin Point.

Permitting within the Estuary of the Kenmare 
River, in the County of Kerry, and east
ward of a line drawn from the western point 
of Lamb’s Head to the western point of 
Cod’s Head, the use of Trammel and other 
Moored Nets for the capture of Sea Fish, 
from the hour of Three o’Clock in the After
noon of any one day to the hour of Nine 
o’Clock in the Morning of the day next follow
ing, during tlie months of October, November, 
December, January, February, and March, in 
each year; and from the hour of Five o’Clock 
in the Afternoon of any one day to the hour of 
Seven o’Clock in the Morning of the day fol
lowing, during the months of April, May, June, 
July, August, and September.

GENERAL.
Prohibiting use of Draw or Wade Nets with 

Meshes less than three and a half inches for 
capture of Fish between Ben Head and mouth 
of Annagassan River.

Prohibiting use of Poke Nets for capture of Fish 
inside a line drawn across said Lough, from 
Mullog Point on the west to Ballyquintin Point 
on the east, between the last day of January 
and first day of November in each year.

Prohibiting use of Draw or Wade Nets for 
capture of Fish between Dunaff Head and 
Dunmore Head, and tidal parts of rivers flow
ing into the sea between said points and around 
the shores of Inishtrahull.

Repealing By-law of 24th February, i860, pro
hibiting use of Nets with Meshes less than 
one inch for capture of Fish of any kind on 
that part of the coast of the County Donegal 
inside or to the north-east and north of lines 
drawn from Rossan Point to Teelin Head, and 
from Teelin Head' to Carrigan Head, and from 
Carrigan Head to Muckross Point, all in the 
Barony of Bannagh and County of Donegal.

South-east Coast 
of Ireland from 
Wicklow Head 

to Carnsore Point. 
(1st Sept., 1868.)

Coasts of Dublin, 
Wicklow, and 

Wexford.
(23rd April, 1869.) 
Approved by Her 

Majesty in Council, 
29th April, 1869.

Wexford Coast,
(8th April, 1862.)

OYSTERS.
That the Close Time, during which it shall not 

be lawful to dredge for, take, catch, or destroy 
any Oysters or Oyster Brood, on or off the 
South-east coast of Ireland, between Wicklow 
Head and Carnsore Point, shall be between the 
30th April and the 1st September in eac]j year.

Prohibiting between the 30th April and 1st 
September in each year the dredging for, 
taking, catching, or destroying any Oyster or 
Oyster Brood on or off any part of the East and 
South-East Coast of Ireland, within the dis
tance of Twenty Miles measured from a straight 
line drawn from the Eastern point of Lambay 
Island, in the County Dublin, to Carnsore 
Point, in the County ” ex or“». outside the 
exclusive Fishery Limits of tlie British Islands

First.—All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters off the said Wexford Coast, 
south of Raven Point,shall cull all such Oysters 
as may be taken or. caught; and shall not re
move from any P isliing Ground or Oyster Bed 
any Oyster of less dimensions than three inches, 
at the greatest diameter thereof, and shall inj-
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Appendix, No. G—coniznwec?.
Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., in force on 1st January, 1878, relating to the 

Sea and Oyster Fisheries of Ireland.

Place affected by 
By-Law, 

and Date thereof.
Nature of By-Law.

Place affected by
By-Law, 

and Date thereof.
Nature of By-Law.

Wexford Coast, 
&c.—continued.

mediately throw back into the Sea all Oysters 
of less dimensions than aforesaid, as well as all 
gravel and fragments of shells as shall be raised 
or taken while engaged in such fishing ; and no 
person shall take from any Oyster Bed, Rock, 
Strand,or Shore, offsaid Wexford Coast,south of 
Raven Point, any Oyster ofless dimensions than 
three inches, at the greatest diameter thereof; 
and any person offending in any respect against 
this By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Second.—All persons are prohibited from throw
ing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground oil' the said Wexford 
Coast, the ballast of any boat, or any other 
matter or thing injurious or detrimental to the 

« Oyster Fishery; and all persons acting contrary 
hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit and pay 
a sum of Two Pounds.

Tralee Bay, &c, 
—continued.

Achill Sound, 
Clew Bay, and 
Blacksod Bay.

(19th Nov., 18G0.)

Cork Harbour, .
(29th Feb., 187G.)

First.—That between the 1 st day of May and the 
1st day of September in any year, no boat shall 
have on board any dredge or other implement 
for the taking of Oysters; and if, between the 
periods aforesaid, there shall be on board any 
boat in said Cork Harbour and the Estuaries 
of the Rivers flowing into same,any such dredge 
or other implement for the taking of Oysters, 
the master or owner of such boat shall, for 
each such offence, forfeit and pay a sum of 
Two Pounds.

Second.—All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters shall cull all such Oysters as 
may be taken or caught; and sha 1 not remove 
from any Fishing Ground or Oy ter Bed, any 
Oyster of less dimensions than two inches and 
one-half at the greatest diameter thereof; and 
shall immediately throw back into the water 
all Oysters of less dimensions than aforesaid, 
as well as all gravel and fragments of shells as 
shall be raised or taken while engaged in such 
fishing; and no person shall take from any 
rock, strand, bed, or shore of said Cork 
Harbour and the Estuaries of the Rivers 
flowing into same, by any means whatsoever, 
any Ovster of less dimensions than two inches 
and one-half, at the greatest diameter thereof; 
nor sell, expose for sale, give, transfer, or 
purchase, receive, carry, or have in his or her 
custody or possession, any such Oysters so 
taken ; and any person off ending in any respect 
against this By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, 
for each offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Five 
Pounds.

Third.—All personsare prohibited from throwing 
into the Water, on any Oyster Bed or Oyster 
Fishing Ground in said Cork Harbour or the 
Estuaries of the Rivers flowing into same, the 
ballast of any boat, or any other matter or thing 
injurious or detrimental to the Oyster Fishery; 
and all persons acting contrary hereto shall, 
for each offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two 
Pounds.

Fourth.—No person shall, between Sunset and 
Sunrise, dredge for, take, or catch any Oysters 
in said Cork Harbour or the Estuaries of the 
Rivers flowing into same; and every person 
acting contrary hereto shall, for each offence, 
forfeit and pay a sum of Five Pounds.

Tralee Bay,
(29th Feb., 1876.)

First. —That during the Close Season for Oysters 
in the said Bay of Tralee, no boat, in the said 
Bay of Tralee, shall have on board any dredge 
or other implement for the taking of Oysters; 
and if, during the period aforesaid, there shall 
be on board any boat any such dredge or other 
implement for the taking of Oysters, the master 
or owner of such boat shall, for each such 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Second.—All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Bay of Tralee, shall cull 
all such Oysters as may be taken or caught;

I and shall not remove from any Fishing Ground 
j or Oyster Bed any Oyster of less dimensions 
I than ’two inches and one-half, at the greatest 

diameter thereof, and shall immediately throw 
back into the bea all Oysters of less dimensions 
than aforesaid, as well as all gravel and frag
ments of shells as shall be raised or taken while 
engaged in such fishing; and no person shall 
take from any rock, strand, or shore of said 
Bay of Tralee, by any means whatsoever, 
any Oyster of less dimensions than two inches 
and one-half, at the greatest diameter thereof; 
nor sell, expose for sale, give, transfer, or
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purchase, receive, carry, or have in his or her 
custody or possession, any such Oysters so taken; 
and any person offending in any respect against 
this By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, for 
each offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two 
Pounds.

First.—That between the 1st day of April and 
the 1st day of October in any year, being the 
Close Season for Oysters in said Clew Bay, 
Achill Sound, and Blacksod Bay, no boat, in 
the said Clew Bay, Achill Sound, and Black
sod Bay, shall have on board any dredge or 
other implement for the taking of Oysters; and 
if, between the periods aforesaid, there shall be 
on board any boat any such dredge or other 
implement for the taking of Oysters, the mas
ter or owner of such boat shall for each such 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Five Pounds.

Second.—All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Clew Bay, Achill Sound, 
and Blacksod Bay, shall cull all such Oysters 
as may be taken or caught; and shall not re
move from any Fishing Ground or Oyster Bed 
any Oyster of less dimensions than two inches 
and one-half, at the greatest diameter thereof, 
and shall immediately throw back into the Sea 
all Oysters of less dimensions than aforesaid, 
as well as all gravel and fragments of shells as 
shall be raised or taken while engaged in such 
fishing; and no person shall take from any 
rock, strand, bed, or shore of said Clew Bay, 
Achill Sound, and Blacksod Bay, any Oyster 
of less dimensions than two inches and one- 
half, at the greatest diameter thereof; and any 
person offending in any respect against this 
By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Third.—All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground in said Clew Bay, 
Achill Sound, and Blacksod Bay, the ballast of 
any boat, or any other matter or thing injurious 
or detrimental to the Oyster Fishery; and all 
persons acting contrary hereto shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Fourth.—No person shall, between sunset and 
sunrise, dredge for, take, or catch, any Oysters 
within said Clew Bay, Achill Sound, and 
Blacksod Bay; and every person acting con
trary hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit and 
pay a sum of Five Pounds.

Clew Bay, Achill
Sound, Blacksod 
and Broadhaven 
Bays, and the Bays 
connected there
with.

(12th April, 1877.)

Carlingford 
Lough.

(17st April, 18G0.)

Prohibiting for three years from the 1st October, 
1877, the dredging for, taking, catching, or 
destroying, by any means whatsoever, any 
Oyster or Oyster Brood in any part of the 
said Clew Bay, Achill Sound, Blacksod and 
Broadhaven Bays, or in any of the Bays or 
Inlets thereof.

And any person dredging for, taking, catching, 
or destroying, by any means whatsoever, any 
Oysters or Oyster Brood in said Bays or Inlets 
contrary hereto, during the period aforesaid, 
shall, for each offence, forfeit and pay a penalty 
of Five Pounds.

“ During the period aforesaid, no Boat shall have 
on board any dredge or other implement for 
the taking of Oysters in the said Clew Bay, 
Achill Sound, Blacksod and Broadhaven Bays, 
and the Bays or Inlets connected therewith; 
and if, during the period aforesaid, there shall 
be on hoard any Boat any such dredge or other 
implement for the taking of Oysters, the 
master or owner of such boat shall, for each 
such offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two 
Pounds.”

First.—That between the 1st day of March and 
1st day of November inany year,it shall not be 
lawful for any person to dredge for, take, catch, 
or destroy any Oyster or Oyster Brood within 
the said Lough of Carlingford, or off or from 
any of the shores or rocks of said Lough, and 
any person offending against this By-Law shall, 
for each such offence, forfeit and pay a sum of 
Five Pounds.

Second.—That between the first day of March 
and the 1st day of November in any year, no 
boat, in the said Lough of Carlingford, shall 
have on board any dredge or other implement 
for the taking of Oysters ; and if, between tho 
periods aforesaid, there shall he on board any 
boat any such dredge or other implement for 
the taking of Oysters, the master or owner of



52 APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE

Appendix,
No. 6.

Abstract of 
By-Laws,

Orders, &c.

Appendix, No. G—continued.

Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., in force on 1st January, 1878, relating to the 
Sea and Oyster Fisheries of Ireland.

Place affected by 
By-Law, 

and Date thereof.
Nature of By-Law.

Place affected by
By-Law, 

and Date thereof.
Nature of By-Law.

Carlingford
Lough

—continued

(21st June, 1877.)

such boat shall, for each such offence, forfeit 
and pay a sum of Five Pounds.

Third.—All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Lough of Carlingford, 
shall cull all such Oysters as may be taken or 
caught; and shall not remove from any Fish
ing Ground or Oyster Bed any Oyster of less 
dimensions than two inches and one-half, at the 
greatest diameter thereof, and shall imme
diately throw back into the Sea all Oysters of less 
dimensions than aforesaid, as well as all gravel 0 
and fragments of shells as shall be raised or 
taken while engaged in such fishing; and no 
person shall take from any rock, strand, or 
shore of said Lough of Carlingford, any Oyster 
of less dimensions than two inches and one- 
half at the greatest diameter thereof; and any 
person offending in any respect against this 
By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Fourth.—All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground in the said Lough of 
Carlingford, the ballast of any boat, or any 
other matter or thing injurious or detrimental 
to the Oyster Fishery; and all persons acting 
contrary hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit 
and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Prohibiting at any time after the 1st day’ of 
November, 1877, to use for the taking of 
Oysters in any part of Carlingford Lough, in 
either of the counties of Louth and Down re
spectively, the instrument commonly called and 
known as the grape, or any other instrument 
or device of the like construction or nature. 
Any person offending against this By-Law shall 
forfeit and pay for each offence the sum of 
Four Pounds, and every such grape, or other 
instrument or device which shall be used con
trary to this By-Law, shall be forfeited.

River Shannon, 
&c.
—continued.

Lough S willy, 
&c., &c.

(15th Feb., 1876.)

Kinsale Harbour 
and Bandon 

River.
(22nd August, 1872.)

That all persons fishing for or taking Oysters in 
any part of the Fishing Grounds or Oyster 
Beds situated in Kinsale Harbour and Bandon 
River, in the County of Cork, shall cull all 
such Oysters as may be taken or caught, and 
shall not remove from such Fishing Grounds or 
Oyster Beds any Oyster of less dimensions than 
three inches at the greatest diameter thereof, 
but shall immediately throwback into the water 
all Oysters of less dimensions than aforesaid ; 
and any person offending in any’ respect against 
this By-Law shall for each such offence forfeit 
and pay' a sum of Two Pounds.

River Shannon, 
&c.

(29th Feb., 1876.)

First. —That during the Close Season for Oysters 
in the said River Shannon, or in any of the 
Bays or Inlets thereof, no boat, in the said 
River Shannon, or in any of the Bays or Inlets 
thereof, shall have on board any dredge or 
other implement for the taking of Oysters’; 
and if, during the period aforesaid, there shall 
be on board any boat any such dredge or other 
implement for the taking of Oysters, the master 
or owner of such boat shall, for each such 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Second.—All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said River Shannon, or in 
any of the Bays or Inlets thereof, shall cull all 
such Oysters as may be taken or caught, and 
shall not remove from any Fishing Ground or 
Oyster Bed any oyster of less dimensions than 
two inches and one-half at the greatest dia
meter thereof, and shall immediately throw 
back into the water all Oysters of less dimen
sions tlian aforesaid, as well as all gravel and 
fragments of shells as shall be raised or taken 
while engaged in such fishing; and no person 
shall take from any Rock, Strand, or Shore of 
said River Shannon, or of any of the Bays or 
Inlets thereof, by any means whatsoever, any 
Oyster of less dimensions than two inches and 
one-half at the greatest diameter thereof: nor 
sell, expose for sale, give, transfer, or purchase, 
receive, carry, or have in his or her custody or 
possession any such Oysters so taken ; and any 
person offending in any respect against this 
By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Sligo, Balliso- 
dare, and Drum
cliffe Bays.

(29th April, 1876.) -

Third.—All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the water, on any Oyster Bed 
or Oyster Fishing Ground in said River Shan
non, or in any of the Bays or Inlets thereof as 
aforesaid, the ballast of any boat, or any other 
matter or thing injurious or detrimental to the 
Oyster Fishery; and all persons acting con
trary hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit and 
pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Fourth.—No person shall, between sunset and 
sunrise, dredge for, take, or catch, any Oysters 
within said River Shannon, or within any of 
the Bays or Inlets thereof as aforesaid; and 
every person acting contrary hereto shall, for 
each offence, forfeit anc( pay a sum of Two 
Pounds.

First. —That during the Close Season for Oysters 
in the said Lough Swilly, or in any of the Bays, 
Creeks, or Inlets thereof, no boat, in the said 
Lough Swilly, or in any of the Bays, Creeks, 
or Inlets thereof, shall have on board any 
dredge or other implement for the taking of 
Oysters; and if, during the period aforesaid, 
there shall be on board any boat any such 
dredge or other implement for the taking of 
Oysters, the master or owner of such boat 
shall, for each such offence, forfeit and pay a 
sum of Two Pounds.

.Second.—All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Lough Swilly, or in any 
of the Bays, Creeks, or Inlets thereof, shall 
cull all such Oysters as may be taken or caught; 
and shall not remove from any Fishing Ground 
or Oyster Bed any Oyster of less dimensions 
than two inches and one-half at the greatest 
diameter thereof; and shall immediately throw 
back into the sea all Oysters of less dimensions 
than aforesaid, as well as all gravel and frag
ments of shells as shall be raised or taken 
while engaged in such fishing; and no person 
shall take from any Rock, Strand, or Shore 
of said Lough Swilly, or of any of the Bays, 
Creeks, or Inlets thereof, by any means what
soever, any Oyster of less dimensions than two 
inches and one-half at the greatest diameter 
thereof, nor sell, expose for sale, give, transfer, 
or purchase, receive, carry, or have in his or 
her custody or possession any such Oysters of 
less dimensions than aforesaid ; and any person 
offending in any respect against this By-Law, 
Rulo, or Regulation shall, for each offence 
forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Third.—All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the water, on any Oyster Bed, 
or Oyster Fishing Ground, in said Lough 
Swilly, or in any of the Bays, Creeks, or 
Inlets thereof as aforesaid, the ballast of any 
boat, or any other matter or tiling injurious 
or detrimental to the Oyster Fishery; and all 
persons acting contrary hereto shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

First.—That during the Close Season for Oysters 
in the said Sligo, Ballisodare, and Drumcliffe 
Bays, no boat, in the said Sligo, Ballisodare, 
and Drumcliffe Bays, shall have on board any 
dredge or other implement for the taking of 
Oysters, and it, during the Close Season afore
said, there shall be on board any boat any such 
dredge or other implement for the taking of 
Oysters, the master or owner of such boat shall, 
for each such offence, forfeit and pay a gum of 
Two Pounds. •

Second. -All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Sligo, Ballisodare, and 
Drumcliffe Bays, shall cull all such Oysters 
as may be taken or caught, and shall not 
remove from any Fishing Ground or Oyster 
Bed any Oyster of less dimensions than two 
inches and one-half, at the greatest diameter 
thereof, and shall immediately throw back 
into the water all oysters of less dimensions 
than aforesaid, as well as all gravel and frag
ments of shells as shall be raised or taken while 
engaged in such fishing; and no person shall 
take from any Rock, • trand, or Shore of said 
Sligo, Ballisodare, and Drumcliffe Bays, by 
any means whatsoever, any Oyster of less 
dimensions than two inches and one-half, at 
the greatest diameter thereof, nor sell, expose 
for sale, give, transfer, or purchase, receive, 
carry,or have in his or her custody or possession 
any such Oysters so taken ; and any person



INSPECTORS OF IRISH FISHERIES. 53

Appendix No. 6—cor&rccZ.
Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., in force on 1st January, 1878, relating to the 

Sea and Ouster Fisheries of Ireland.

Place affected by
By-Law,

and Date thereof.
Nature of By-Law.

I
Place affected by 

By-Law, 
and Date thereof.

Nature of By-Law.

Sligo, &c., . 
—eon Unue</.

offending in any respect against this By-Law, 
Rule, or Regulation shall, for each offence, 
forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Third.—All persons arc hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the water on any Oyster Bed, 
or Oyster Fishing Ground in said Sligo, 
Ballisodare, and Drumcliffe Bays, tho ballast 
of any boat, or any other matter or thing 
injurious or detrimental to the Oyster Fishery; 
and all persons acting contrary hereto shall, 
for each offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two 
Pounds.

Fourth.—Every dredge or other implement for 
the taking of Oysters shall have a number 
corresponding with the number of the boat on 
which it is employed, or to which it belongs, 
stamped thereon, and all persons acting con
trary hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit and 
pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Galway Bay,
(13th August, 1877.)

Strangford Lough
(13th Nov., 1877.)

That the Close Time during which it shall not be 
lawful to dredge for, take, catch, or destroy by 
any means whatsoever any Oysters or Oyster 
Brood on or oft’ the Public or Natural Oyster 
Beds within said Galway Bay, or in any of the 
Bays or Inlets thereof, or off or from any of 
the shores or rocks thereof, shall he between the 
1st day of January and the 30th day of Novem
ber in each year, both said days inclusive.

That the Close Time during which it shall not 
be lawful to dredge for, take, catch, or destroy 
by any means whatsoever any Oysters or 
Oyster Brood on or off the Public or Natural 
Oysters Beds within said Strangford Lough, or 
off or from any of the shores or rocks thereof, 
shall bo between the 1st day of March and the 
31st day of August in each year, both said 
days inclusive.
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Appendix, No. 7. Appendix, 
No. 7.

List of Oyster Licences Revoked and those Lapsed by change of Occupation up to date of this Report.

Date of Licence. Persons to whom granted. Locality of Beds. No. of 
Acres. Date of Revocation.

County Cork.
?857- 27th August, Thomas Eccles, Glengamffe Harbour, . 9 21st October, 1876.
18G7. 10th July, . M. J. C. Longfield, Roaringwater Bay, 310 7th March, 1877.
18G9. 13th February, Earl of Bantry, Adrigole Harbour, IS 9th March, 187S.
1869. 15th March, John Warren Payne, Bantry Bay, 51 19th October, 1876.
1871. 22nd March, Earl of Bantry aud T. J. Leahy, Berehaven, .... 122 15th March, 187S.

County Kerry.
1860. 3rd February, Knight of Kerry, . Valencia Harbour, 78 Sth March, 1S78.
1867. 10th July, . Thomas Sandes, River Shannon, . 780 28th October, 1876.
1869. 13th February, Henry Herbert, Kenmare Bay, 20 28th May, 1877.
1871- 27th March, Earl of Bantry, Ardgroom Harbour, 240 IGth December, 1876..

County Galway.
18G4. 31st October, R. E. Lynch Athy, . Galway Bay, 100 29th March, 1876.
1864. 31st October, P. M. Lynch, .... Do., 320 26th April, 1877.
18G4. 31 st December, . T. Young Prior, Ballinakill Harbour, . 90 1 6th June, 1876.
1865. 1st December, . Captain Acheson, . Do., 18 10th April, 1876.
1865. 1 st, December, Robert M‘Keown, . Killary Bay, 61 10th April, 1876.
18G7. 10th July, . William and James St. George, Galway Bay, 810 26th January, 1872.
1867. 10th July, . Christopher T. Redington, Do. . . . 650 29th March, 1876.
1871. 26th December, . Major Scott, .... Barnaderg Bay, . 390 Lapsed.

County Mayo.
18G0. 14th November, . William Pike, Achill Sound, , . 1,676 11th September, IS77.
1865. 13th April, . Marquess of Sligo, . Clew Bay, .... 190 2Sth October, 1876.
1865. 2nd November, . Law Life Assurance Society, . Do., . . . . 118 11th January, 1877-
1865. 1st December, . Marquess of Sligo, . Do., . . . . 26 9th October, 1876.
18GG. 20th April, . Do., Do., . . . . 270 9th October, 1876.
1869. 14th June, . William Little, Killala Bay, 190 19th October, 1876.
1872. 16th December, . William O. M‘Cormick, . Rathfran Bay, 95 16 th January, 1877.
1875. 15th July, . Daniel Conway, Bellacragher Bay, 2 Lapsed.

County Antrim.
1862. 3rd March, . James Walker, Belfast Lough, . » 137 7th March, 1877.

County Waterford.
1864. 1'.th November, . John R. Dower, Dungarvan Harbour, . 27 22nd March, 1877.

II
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List of Licenses to Plant Oyster Beds in force on 31st December,

No. of
License. Date of License. Persons to whom Granted. Present Owner or Lessee. Locality of Beds. Area of Beds.

Average 
area of 
Beds 

available.

County Dublin. A. n. p. Acres.

72 LOth July, 18G7, Richard D. Kane, . Richard D. Kane, . Howth Strand, 3G 0 0 18

County Wicklow.

143 31st August, 1876, . Henry Pomeroy Truell, . Henry Pomeroy Truell, . Clonmannon Lough, 62 1 30

County Wexford.
62 20th April, 1866, . William Dargan, John Hoey, Wexford Harbour, . 70 0 0 70

County Waterford.

30 6th March, 1862,. Edmund Power, Edmund Power, Tramore Bay, . 270 0 0 100

32 2nd February, 1864, Earl Fortescue, Earl Fortescue, Do............................... 83 0 0
41 11th November, 1864, A. Boate, .... John Kendall, . Dungarvan Harbour, 65 0 0

134 27th October, 1874, John Kendall, . Do., Dungarvan Bay, 240 2 32

County Cork.
4 24th February, 1849, R. T. Evanson, M. H. Morris, . Dunmanus Bay, 19 0 10

14 30th July, 1856, Lord Charles P. P. Clintou, Lord Charles P.P.Clinton, Bear Haven, 43 0 0

24 4th October, I860, M. C. Cramer, . 31. C. Cramer, . Oyster Haven, . 20 0 0

25 9th October, 1860, Ebenezer Pike, . Ebenezer Pike, Lough Mahon, Estuary of 
Lee.

47 0 0

38 31st October, 18G4, Robert T. Atkins, . Robert T. Atkins, . Lough Hyne, . 25 0 0 12

43 31st December, 1864, Captain W. F. Barry, Captain W. F. Barry, ’ . Glandore Harbour, . 68 0 0 68
55 1st December, 1865, Thomas M'Carthy Collins, Thomas M'Carthy Collins, Roaringwater Bay, . * □ 0 0 4 w

67 10th July, 1867, Horatio H. Townsend, . Horatio H. Townsend, Skull Harbour, 230 0 0

75 15th July, 1867, ,
1

Mrs. Elizabeth Bury, John O’Leary, . Lough Mahon,. 70 0 0 20

77 Do., John Smyth, . John Smyth, . Midleton River, 10 2 0 5

79 16th July, 1867,
1

Thomas Hicks, ’. Thomas Hicks, Roaringwater Bay, . 45 0 0 45

83 11th February, 18G8, Richard Lyons, Richard Lyons, Midleton River, 15 0 0 2

85 , 13th March, 1868, . Stephen Browhe, Stephen Browne*, Dunmanus Bay, . 9 0 0 4

i

89 13th February, isgo, Earl of Bantry, Earl of Bantry,
1
Glengariffe Harbour, 60 0 10

95 14th June, 1869, Mrs. Catherine Bourne, . Mrs. Catherine Bourne, . Courtmacsherry Bay, 60 0 0
105 27th March, 1871, . Thomas Hicks,. Thomas Hicks, Roaringwater Bay, • 30 0 0
117 | 21st June, 1872, Earl of Bandon, Earl of Bandon, Dunmanus Bay, 132 3 31
119 14th October, 1872, S. R. Townsend, S. R. Townsend, Rincolisky Harbour, 210 3 30 240

Roaringwater Bay.

123 Cth March, 1873, . Lt. Col. Wm. H. LongCeld S. A. Beamish, , Cork Harbour, 22 2 30 3

124 Do., Thomas Hicks, Thomas Hicks, Roaringwater Bay, . 145 0 80
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H

No. of 
License. Sulntanco of Reports received as to state of Beds.

County Dublin.
72 Nothing done since last report beyond clearing bed from stones and weeds after the storm of January, 1877. No oysters taken 

off or sold; none laid down yet; but is expecting more seed from the county Galway for the purpose. Did not find any spat in 
1876 or 1877. Cannot say result of speculation with French oysters, as the storm referred to scattered all the oysters on the bed, 
foreign and natives—about a thousand or more. Has no observations to make at present, but hopes to make the beds profitable in 
time, as it is intended to build a protecting wall around them.

County Wicklow.

113 Has made no experiments towards cultivation since license granted, with the exception of having laid down £1 worth of oyster 
spat in April, 1876, but they all died shortly after, probably from the heat, &c.

County VZexford.
63 Nothing done on bed since last report.

County Waterford.

30 Nothing done on bed since last report beyond cleaning it. No oysters laid down, owing to their scarcity and dearness. None sold; 
but a few taken off the bed for private use. No fall of spat in 1876 or 1877. The bed is not in a satisfactory state on account of 
the shifting sands, which prevent the oysters spatting or fattening. "Will make further efforts towards cultivation.

32 No replies received.
41 See replies to No. 134, which apply equally to this.

134 Removed most of the stock on this bed to another bed in the county of Galway. No oysters laid down. No fall of spat in 1876 or 
1877. Only a small portion out of the ground licensed is practically available for the bed, aud this is in the low-water channel. 
The bed hitherto has not been a success.

County Cork.
No replies received.

14 The bed has been carefully examined, and everything likely to destroy the oysters, such as mussels, star fish, <tc., removed. Some 
brood oysters laid down, but not a large quantity. None taken off or sold. Cannot say if there was any fall of spat in 1S76 or 
1877. The bed is in an unsatisfactory state at present, from two causes, viz., that in light nights and low tides the fishermen 
steal and sell the oysters; and secondly, that the embankment raised to keep off the fresh water flowing from the river has 
injured the bed. Is unable to say what quantity of the ground licensed is practically available for the bed. Thinks it would be 
advisable to pull down the embankment referred to and allow the fresh water to find its wav over the bed.

24 Some parking has been done on bed since last report. No oysters sold; but a few basketsful taken off, and a few hundreds have 
been laid down. There was a good quantity of spat in 1876 and 1877. The bed requires a good deal to be done with it to keep 
off the mud and sand. The only portion of the ground licensed that is really practically available for the bed is along low 
water mark.

25 The want of protection to the bed prevents any good being done. A numbei* of boats have been dredging on it lately.

33 No oysters laid down since last report. Is about importing seed from Arcachon. No oysters sold, but about 200 taken off for 
private use. There was a good fall of spat in 1876-77. At present there is a good quantity of young oysters on the bed.

43 No replies received.
55 The bed has been strictly preserved. A few oysters taken off for private use. None laid down since last report, as bed was fully 

stocked. In his absence the bed was poached to a great extent, both large and small oysters being taken off it. Has sold none 
for some time; and, owing to the poaching, will have to take precautionary measures to get the bed into the same condition as 
heretofore. The poachers are much more lawless owing to the absence of any police stationed in Ballydehob, and there 
are no coastguard nearer than Skull Harbour; and it is consequently next to impossible to catch the poachers to punish 
them.

07 Nothing done on bed since last report. Bed never laid down. Negotiations to do so fell through, and no one appears disposed to 
undertake it. Ho would be glad to assist in every way anyone doing so.

< 0 Put down 10,400 seed oysters of a superior quality in spring of 1877. No oysters taken off or sold by owner, but a considerable 
quantity stolen. Scarcely any spat perceptible. In consequence of difficulties had to be contended with in preserving bed 
from poachers, leased it for a term of years at an annual rent of £30, increasing gradually to £50; and lessee informs him 
that he has recently imported 21,000 seed oysters from Arcachon and placed them on the bed.

77 The outer portion of bank has been dredged since last report to clear it of weeds, and afford a clean surface for the deposit of spat. 
10,000 oysters taken off. 65,000 French oysters laid down in spring of 1877. Has noticed a fall of spat every year, but not in any 
quantity; and cannot say that any of it came to maturity. The beds are fairly stocked, and the oysters are doing well. The 
French oysters have done well since they were laid down. The loss in transit would not exceed two per cent. From his 
experience of them for three seasons, can recommend them to any person requiring stock, They are carefully packed in France, 
and travel safely.

79 The beds have been dredged since last report. No oysters laid down. None taken off or sold. No spat observable. The beds are 
not in a satisfactory state at present. The result of dredging on four different days was one large oyster seven or eight years 
old, and one small one two or three years old. Consequently he fears the channel is liable to be disturbed to the very bottom, and, 

| if so, is very unfavourable for the propagation of oysters.
83 No oysters laid down since last report. About £20 worth sold at about 10s. a hundred of 126. No fall of spat in 18 <6 or 1S»7. 

| The oysters at present on bed are improving. French oysters do exceedingly well on this strand. The shell grows very fast, 
1 and in two years they become plump and fat. Very few died after being laid down. He would recommend the planting of 
1 French oysters, and hopes soon to go in largely for them. , ,

85 As stated in previous reports had made and furnished with seed oysters two beds, but owing to the swells and scour in the bay, and 
unfavourable weather, the results were not satisfactory. Made a new bed this year, and placed a protecting fence of concrete 
round it, but from some cause it did not succeed, as the concrete did not harden sufficiently. Will make further efforts, and 
it is hoped with better results. Has not sold any oysters, but some have been taken off for private use. For the last two years 
there appears to be an increase in the quantity of oysters on the bed. and thinks that this proves the seasons are 
becoming more favourable for the production and growth of oysters. A small quantity of seed oysters laid down in this and 
previous years. Considers there has been a fall of spat both in 1876 and 1877, but has not been able to test the latter year suffi
ciently yet. Less than half the nine acres licensed are uncovered at low water of spring tides. Is endeavouring to ascertain the 
best place for a permanent bed. Has come to the conclusion that for several years prior to 1876 the seasons were very unfavour
able for oyster culture ; but, as already stated there seems to be a change for the better during the last two years.

89 This bed has been well attended to. Two men are always employed looking after it and laying down fresh oysters; but the floods 
have done great damage, washing down dirt, &c , on it. Considerable expense has been incurred with it, and it is believed it will 
still be a valuable bed. Cannot say what quantity of oysters has been laid down during last year. About £10 worth sold at 8s. 
Per 120 delivered in Bantry. There has been a large fall of spat.

95 No replies received.
105 See replies to No. 79. which apply equally to this.
117
119 Nothing aone on bed since last report. No oysters taken off or sold, and none laid down. The bed was dredged, and found that j 

French seed had grown a little. Very little indication of fall of spat. The bed is at present in a healthy state. Considers 
speculation jn yrench oysters is succeeding. Not many lost in transit, or after being laid down. If they do well in 1878, intends 
importing a considerable quantity of seed.

123 | Since last report tiles have been laid down to catch spat. A few small oysters obtained in the neighbourhood laid down; 1 
i about, a dozen taken off. No spat in 1876. A small fall in 1877. Repeats suggestion in last report, that dredging should be 
| stopped in main channel for a year or two, so as to increase fall of spat.

’ 124 1 See replies to No. 79, Which apply equally to this.
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List of Licenses to Plant Oyster Beds in force on 31st December,

No. of
License Date of License. Persons to whom Granted. Present Owner or Lessee. Locality of Beds. Area of Beds.

Average 
area of 

Bods 
available.

I

County Cork—con.
A. K. r. Acres.

129 29th January, 1874, Sir Henry W. Becher, bt., Sir Henry W. Becher, bt. Lough Hyne, . ■ 30 1 24

145
 

27th December, 1876,.

Standish D. O’Grady

and

Rev. E. II. Newenbam.

Standish D. O’Grady 

and

Rev. E. H. Newenham.
 Owcnboy River, .

f A39

BSC

1

2

2

If)

21)

>
24

J

County Serry.

3 9th June, 1848, . F. H. Downing, i J. Townsend Trench, Off Daurus Point, . o 28 3

5 5th February, 1851, John Mahony, . . Colonel Goff, . Estuary of Kenmare River, 165 2 0 140

6 Do., Rev. Denis Mahony, R. J. Mahony, . Do., 147 2 0 15-20

51 Lord Baron Ventry, Dingle Harbour, 130 0 0
60 30th December, 1S65, , Richard Mahony, Richard Mahony, Kenmare Estuary, . uO 0 0 1

78 15th July, 1867, Stephen E. Collis, . Stephen E. Collis, . River Shannon, 212 0 0

84 11th February, 1868, Charles Sandes, , Charles Sandes, River Shannon, . 56 0 0 15-20

91 I 11th March, 1869, . Richard J. Mahony, Richard J. Mahony,. Kenmare Bay,. 46 0 0 1- 8
92 Do., ■ Thos. Kingston Sullivan,. Thos. Kingston Sullivan,. Do., • 195 0 0 f 8

125 14th June, 1873, . Robert M'Cowen, , Robert M'Cowen, . Barrow Harbour, . 84 1 26 10

County Clare.
1

28 14th February, 1862, Robert W. C. Reeves, Robert W. C. Reeves, . Clonderlaw Bay, 112 0 0 80

34 10th June, 1864, Colonel C. M. Vandeleur, Colonel C. M. Vandeleur, Poulnasherry Bay, • 190 0 0 15

80 16th July, 1867, Robert W. C. Reeves, Robert W. C. Reeves, River Shannon, 30 0 0 16

County Galway.
12 15th November. 1854, . J. K. Boswell, . » William Young, Ballyconnelly Bay, . 233 0 0 23
15 21st August, 1856, . William Foreman, . John Kendall, . . Ardbear Bay, . 90 2 0

17 15th February, 1858, Rev. A. Magee, « Rev. A. Magee, , Streamstown and Cleggan 
Bays.

277 0 0 10

18 Do., A. C. Lambert, ■ A. C. Lambert, Killury Harbour, . 114 0 0 38
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1877, and Substance of Reports received as to state of Beds—continued.

No. of 
License. Substance of Reports received as to state of Beds.

County Cork—continued.
129 No oysters laid down or taken off since last report. Cannot say if there was any fall of spat. There are still a good many live 

oysters on the bed. The entire of the ground licensed would be practically available for the bed if the oysters lived and 
thrived. The speculation with French oysters has not succeeded. They did not thrive. Many died in transit, as there 
was severe frost at the time, and many have also died since being put down. Cannot assign any reason for this, as there is 
no ground for supposing they were interfered with in any way. The number of double shells that are empty increases on 
every inspection. Those now alive, however, have undoubtedly increased in size.

145«

r Grant A.—Nothing done on this portion since license granted. Is about getting a small sample of seed oysters from London 
for laying down. Cannot say if there was any fall of spat in 1876 or 1877. Is of opinion there was not, as the Blackrock 
fishermen took every seed oyster, small and large, previously out of the river. Something exceeding twenty acres practically 
available for the bed out of the total number licensed.

Grant B.—Nothing done on this portion since license granted beyond protecting it. Arrangements arc being made for stocking it. 
No test has been made as to quantity of spat that has fallen, but there appears to be a fair share of oysters on it. About twenty- 
four acres out of total number licensed practically available for the bed.

County Kerry.
3 Nothing done on bed since last report, ns breeding nt present is too uncertain. A few oysters taken off; none laid down. No fall 

of spat. About half an acre available, but less than the three acres licensed would be useless, as poachers would come inside exact 
bounds. It would not pay at present to lay down oysters, until there is some sign of spatting.

Nothing done since last report beyond making a concrete pond for breeding oysters. No oysters laid down ; none taken off or sold. 
Those laid down in 187G were too young to have spat in 1877. The French oysters, it is believed, are doing well. None died in 
transit; but cannot yet form a decided opinion as to bow they may succeed.

c The bed has been cleaned and preserved. About 5,000 Tralee oysters put down since last report; none taken off or sold. No fall of 
spat distinguishable. The oysters appear to thrive, and have grown considerably. The most of them had to be removed, as there 
was too much sand in the slob where they were first planted. Three kinds of oysters have been laid down, viz., from Tralee, 
Ramciton, and Arcachon. The French seem to have thriven better than the others. About five per cent, of them died either in 
transit or after being laid down. Most of the oldest class imported have now reached the full size ever attained by them at 
Arcachon. Considers the older oysters are more profitable for importation, although higher in price, and subject to greater per
centage of loss in transit. Is aware that it is maintained at Arcachon that they spat at eighteen months, but thinks this is not 
proved, as there are considerable public beds there in deep water onlv dredged on a few days in the year, and there must be a 
supply of aged oysters on these enough to provide all the spat yearly collected'there.JI Nothing done on bed since last report. Intends laying down some oysters in the season of 1S7S.60 The.small portion of bed that is fit for oysters has been cleared of weeds, <tc. Only about 200 oysters taken off; none laid down, as 
it is next to impossible to get any but French oysters, and it has not yet been proved that they will pay on this coast. There was 
some spat in 1876 and 1877, but not in anv quantity. The bed is improving.

7 8 The bed has been kept clean and watched. 1,000 oysters sold between May, 1877, and January, 1878. The weather has been 
unfavourable for dredging. About 3,000 small oysters laid down since September, 1877. Believes the oysters are increasing. Is 
unable to say what quantity of ground out of that licensed is practically available for the bed.

84 .Shortly after the formation of bed 50,000 oysters of all sizes were laid down, but before any action could be taken to prove the 
value of bed either for breeding or fattening a quantity of peat was thrown all over it by the moving of a bog in the 
neighbourhood, and owing to this such a number of oysters were lost that the bed was left to itself, and it lias since slowly 
but gradually recovered. No oysters were sold. In the latter end of the year 1877 30,000 oysters were collected off the bed, and 
laid down in pares on the west part of it, separating the full-grown from the smaller size, and of these about 15,000 are 
marketable. There must have been a fall of spat from the oysters that were not destroyed by the cause referred to prior to 
1877, as small oysters of all sizes, and in considerable quantities, are found adhering to shells, stones, <fcc., all over the bed. 
Has had some of the oysters exhibited in Dublin, and they have been pronounced equal in flavour to the Burren oysters, while 
they are twice as large. Has ordered 10,000 seed oysters from Arcachon as an experiment, and in order to give the bed every 
chance for spatting, will not denude it of any oysters at present. Intends laying down cultch to catch spat, and, if successful, 
will commence a tank for artificial culture. The former tank, made shortly after grant of license, having proved a total failure, 
he will not again undertake such expense, unless encouraged by such a fall of spat as will warrant him in doing so.

(

The two beds, Nos. 91 and 92, are worked conjointly. The same system has been pursued as heretofore with regard to keeping 
beds clean, &c. About 6,000 large oysters sold. No accurate account has been kept of the quantity of small oysters dredged 
and put into the planted ground. After next year will be able to tell whether French oysters will pay on this coast, as none 
are to be had from any other quarter. The fall of spat was considerably more iu 1876 and 1877 than in previous years. The 
beds are improving.

125 Enclosed three other large pares since last report. Laid down 26,000 French oysters, and 65,000 large from Tralee oyster beds. 
Sold 68,000. The fall of spat was trifling. The beds are in a very prosperous condition at present. The French oysters have 
succeeded and thriven so well during the past two years that he has ordered 50,000 already this season, and purposes getting 
an additional 50,000 if they can be had on satisfactory terms. Calculates that about ten per cent, of the French oysters died either 
in transit or after being laid down.

County Clare.
28 Since last report flags covered with a coating of mortar have been placed to catch spat. About 12,000 oysters taken off, and some 

\old and all were for a time placed on licensee’s other bed (No. 80), to fatten. No oysters laid down, as this is more a breeding 
than fattening bed. There was a considerable fall of spat in 1876 and 1877. Is of opinion that collectors should be put out 
in quantity, and hopes to do so in 1878. The French oysters have not done very well on the whole, but will give them a 
further trial, as they have been placed in an artificial bed. , , ,

34 Laid down 71 000 French, oysters, and 100,000 obtained from different parts of the Shannon. Sold 30,000 at Ils. a hundred. 
There was no fall of spat in either 1876 or 1S77. The present state of the beds is good if they could be protected from being 
pilfered Up to the present the French oysters are rapidly improving; very few died in transit; and none since they were 
laid down. Suggests that inspectors should regulate the dredging in the Shannon, and close up the beds that are exhausted.

80 Refers to report of last year as to steps taken to make artificial bed for fattening ami breeding, and states there is a 
considerable fall of spat on it attached to hurdles and bushes; as many as 600 on one hurdle. Laid down about 20,000 oysters. 
Sold about 8,000, and has more to sell. The beds give every hope of ultimate success. Not many of the French oysters died 
in transit, but a great many after being laid down. Believes the cause of their dying was a slimy deposit which fell on them 
in the artificial bed, as since its removal they have not died.

County Galway.
12 No Mens taken since last report. Present owner's interest in the oyster beds has not yet been sold.
15 The bed has been kept clean and watched. No oysters taken oil or sold and none laid down. Au tail Oi spat in loib oi io< 

summers have not been hot enough for successful spatting—the last four years have been all blank.
17 The oysters on old breeding beds have been scattered over the portion of licensed beds bet ween Boolard Island and Doon. 1 hi.-' is 

the second time oysters have been laid down, but to all appearance with little good result. No oysterssold. All used to create 
beds as aforesaid. There was a considerable fall of spat in 1876 ; did not find much in 1877. The old beds are in a good state, 
and well stocked with oysters; and the new ones are dean with sand bottom, and would be excellent but lor the tendency the 
sand has to shift, more or less destroying the oysters laid down. The beds south of Boolard Island appear to be improving the 
past year, Those along the townland of Doon, adjacent to the narrows ami of Cashatrough, it is feared will never be satisfactory, 
but has great hopes that the beds about Boolard Island and between Doon and the Bland, will turn out a paying matter. 
Nothing has been done to the ('idl'ian liny beds. as licensee has sold his property in that quarter.

IS Laid down 5.000 French oysters none taken of: or sold. Spat fell, but can’t say what quantity. I he beds are in a tair state at 
present. Thinks the French oysters will succeed, as tew. if any, have been thrown in on the shore by the tides or storms, while a 
great number of natives have. The tides on Killary Bay are very strong.
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A verage 
area of 

Beds 
available.

19

Co. Galway.—con.

3rd February, I860, Rev. R. II. Wall, - Walter S. Wall, Mannin <fc Ardbear Bays,
A

348
n
0

P.
0

Acres.
160

23 11th May, I860, . Edward Browne, Gillman Browne, Ballinakill Harbour, 223 0 0 50

27 10th January, 1861, William Forbes, William Forbes, Meenwish Bay, 225 0 0
33 6th April, 1864, . Lord Wallscourt, Lord Wallscourt, Galway Bay, . 1,770 0 0 100

37 1st October, 1864, John Kendall, • John Kendall, . Ardbear & Mannin Bays, 236 0 0 10

44 31st December, 1864, C. P. Archer, . Thomas Russell, Ballinakill Harbour, 43 0 0
15046 Do., P. Macauley, Mitchell Henry, M.P., Ballinakill and Barnaderg 150 0 0

81 24th July, 1867, . Francis J. Graham,. Francis J. Graham, .

Bays.

Barnaderg Bay, 90 0 0 1

90 4th March, 1869, . John P. Nolan, John P. Nolan, Ard Bay, ...» 290 0 0 290

114 26th December, 1871, Colin Hugh Thomson, Colin Hugh Thomson, Killary Bay, . 201 2 0 50

115 9th February, 1872, W. and J. St. George, W. and J. St. George, Galway Bay, . 810 0 0 80

128 31st December, 1873, Gillman Browne, Gillman Browne, Ballynakill Bay, 73 3 5

130 10th April, 1874, Rev. B. Gibbings, d.d., . Rev. R. Gibbings, d.d., . Kingstown Bay, 133 2 34 30

14G 28th December, 1876, Edmond O’Flaherty, Edmond O’Flaherty, Camus Bay, 167 3 22

149 30th June, 1877, Lord Wallscourt, Lord Wallscourt, Galway Bay, . 153 3 8

1

County ZVIayo.

5th November, 1846, . W. H. Carter, • W. H. Carter, . 
Captain Geo. Austin,

Trawmore Bay, 19 1 11
8 17th November, 1852, John C. Garvey, Clew Bay, 108 3 33 54

11 15th November, 1854, . Hon. David Plunket, James M'Donnell, . Killary Harbour, 288 0 0

13 18th July, 1855, John Richards, John Richards, Blacksod Bay, . 90 0 0 5

21 3rd February, I860, Captain W. Houston, William Barber, Killary Harbour, 43 0 0 21

22
I

13th February, 1860, William M’Cormick, W. Dickens, . Acliill .Sound, . 149 0 0 100
29th May, 1863,
10th June, 1864,

George Clive, . Henry W. Birch, Do., . . ’. 489 0 0 0
35 A. W. Wyndham, . V ictor C. Kennedy, . Newport Bay, . 80 0 0 10
36 30th September, 1864, . Captain George Austin. . Captain George Austin, . Westport Bay,. 194 0 0 9747 31st December, 1864, Colonel F. A. K. Gore, . Sir Chas. A. Gore, bart., . Killalu Bay, 375 0 0 30

53 2nd November, 1865, . Marquess of Sligo, . Marquess of Sligo, . Clew Bay, 25 0 0 25

54 1st December, 18G5, Most Rev. Dr. M'Hale, . Rev.Thomas M'Hale, Rev Shores of Achill Island, 125 0 0 60

64 21st April, 1866, Miss Anne Fowler, .

Canon Bourke, Rev.
James M'Gee, trustees. 

Henry James F. Moran Blacksod Bay, . 11 0 0

69
1

10th July, 1867, . Mrs. Elizabeth Atkinson, J. Gallagher, .
Broadhaven Bay, . . I

100 0 0 15-20
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County Galway—continued.

19 Extra bailiffs employed to look after bed. The quantity of oysters taken off was nothing to speak of. None laid down. Cannot 
say if there was any fall of spat in 1S7G or 1877. The present state of beds is very bad, but expects they will recover after a few 
years rest and supervision.

23 The bed has been cleaned. About 100 oysters taken off for private use. None laid down since last report. No fall of spat in 1S76 
or 1877. Beds are in good condition, but want more stock ; they are in rather deep water and seldom dry. Put down some thou
sands of young oysters two years ago. and dredged for them last week, but found very few. Intends to lay some oysters in shallow 
water near the shore, where there are none at present.

27 No replies received.
33 14,000 oysters laid down since last report. None sold. Is in treaty for letting the beds. No spat observable. Encounters great 

difficulty in protecting the fishery, owing to the public traversing the shore under pretence of taking cockles, winkles, Ac. Suggests 
that this should be prohibited under a heavy penalty where the shores are included in the license.

37 The bed has been kept clean and watched. About 34,000 oysters removed to a fattening bed. None laid down. No fall of spat in 
1876 or 1877. The speculation in French oysters has not succeeded hitherto—the death-rate has been very great; yet those that 
survive the journey do well, and thinks that it may yet be a success. But this would depend upon better packing and 
quicker transit, which should be by special steamer from French to Irish beds. This requires extensive arrangements and the 
employment of large capital not justified by the present want of railway facilities in the west of Ireland for marketing the oysters 
when mature and fat.

•14 Included in Landed Estates Court Conveyance, 28th April, 1871.
46 i The bed has been cleaned and dredged. Only a few oysters taken off for personal use. None sold, the stock being too low. 300,000 

oysters arc on their way from France for laying down. Could not find any spat in 1876 or 1877. An artificial pond with 
sluice for sea water, which entered it every tide, was fully furnished with cultch, tiles, and wire netting. No result last season ; 
but the breeding oysters laid down are in good condition. The present state of the bed is satisfactory. Time must be allowed 
for natural increase of oysters, impression being that there is a fall of spat every year although it cannot always be 
detected. The French oysters laid down last year have done well, and the shells have grown in a marked degree. Mortality seems 
less.

81 The Letterfrack Oyster Company took almost every’ oyster off this bed. Licensee is getting a quantity of oystersto lay down, and 
hopes soon to have it done. There is not more than one acre available for culture, the remainder being covered with mud.

90 Nothing has been done on this bed since last report—is looking out for some spat. No oysters taken off or sold. 2,000 full-grown 
oysters ready to spat laid down. No fall of spat in 1S76 or 1877. The oysters at present on bed appear to be doing well. Thinks all the 
ground licensed is more or less available for bed.

114 The beds have been well cleaned. 1,000 oysters taken off. None sold. Laid down 20,000 French oysters obtained from Arcachon. 
There was a small fall ot spat both in 1876 and 1877. The beds are being prepared for more oysters expected from Arcachon. 
The French oysters laid down last year appear to have done very well. There was no mortality among them after the first week. 
They have grown well, and seem in good condition.

115 The bed has been scraped and kept clean, and a large quantity of mussel and oyster shells put on it—20,000 oysters laid down—6,000 
taken off. No fall of spat in 1876 or 1877. The bed is cleaner now than ever, and prepared for a fall of spat if there should be 
any.

12S The bed has been cleaned. No oysters taken off or sold. None laid down since last report. Intends to put down French 
oysters. Some spat fell in 1876, but has not found any this year. The beds are at present rather dirty and require more 
cleaning, which will be done when weather permits. They also require rest, as they have been over-dredged. Cannot say what 
quantity of ground out of the seventy-three acres licensed is practically available for the bed. Put down some thousands of 
oysters in deep water, but most of them died.

130 The bed has been well watched and kept in order since last report. No oysters taken off or sold. Not able to procure a fresh 
supply of oysters for laying down. The fall of spat does not appear to have been considerable—the current is sometimes very strong. 
The oysters seem to have drifted from every place to one side. Their size is good, and when fresh supplies can be had the entire 
bed will be put in proper order. Cannot have any satisfaction with this bed until he obtains a grant of adjacent ground.

146 The bed has been watched to prevent poaching. No oysters laid down and none taken off. No spat observed in 1876 or 1877. 
Cannot say at present the exact quantity of ground available for the bed. There are some oysters on the bed, but unable to say 
what quantity.

149 This license only' granted in 1877.

County Mayo.

1 Merged into license No. 136, dated 5th July, 1875.
8 Very little done on bed since last report. About seventy barrels of oysters taken off. A cry few laid down, as they could not be got. 

There was no fall of spat in 1876 or 1S77. The beds are at present in a clean state. The French oysters imported turned out 
badly on account of severe weather, long voyage, and sudden changes in the water, being ten days on board. The size was from 
5J centimetres and upwards, and the price about 20s. a thousand. They were shipped in November, 1S75 (a bad year), and they 
died iu large quantities in the next summer and autumn, and still keep dying. AYe were very unsuccessful with them. Our trials 
at breeding last year also failed.

11 Nothing done on bed since last report. Cannot say if there was any fad of spat. The last examination of bed showed that it was 
not in a satisfactory state, there being very few oysters to be got, and those obtained were of an inferior quality. Cannot say 
with accuracy what quantity of ground out of the 288 acres licensed would be practically available for cultivating.

13 Almost nothing done on bed since last report. A few stones laid down to catch spat. No oysters taken off or sold. 1.000 laid 
down. Hardly any’ fall of spat in 1876. Cannot say’ about 1877 till next spring. Beds are in a better state at present than last 
year.

21 The bed has been dredged since last report, and shells put down before spatting season. Two hundred oysters taken off. None 
sold, and none laid down. Cannot say if there was any fall of spat in 1876 or 1877. Bed requires further dredging before 
next spatting season. It has been impossible to obtain any brood in the district, owing, no doubt, to the closing of the public 
banks for three years.

22 Nothing done on bed since last report; allowed it to rest till April next. No oysters taken off or sold, and none laid down. I he 
fall of spat in 1876 was middling, and in 1877 it appears better. The bedsare in good condition at present.

31 Everything possible has been done for the bed by putting shells down and having it carefully watched.
35 Nothing done on bed since last report, but steps are intended to be taken as soon as the oyster fishing re-opens in Clew Bay, as 

until then nothing can be done.
3G See replies to No. 8, which apply equally to this.
47 The bed bns been dredged and cleansed since last report. The weather has been very unfavourable. No oysters sold as yet. A 

limited quantity taken off for private consumption. Is at present in treaty for a supply of brood oysters from France. The fall 
of spat hardly so much as season before. The bed is very much exposed to influence of tides, and the fall of spat depends a good 
deal on moderate weather and low tides. Last autumn was very boisterous, and much against operations; yet the result of 
dredging and examination shows a nice lot of oysters on the ground.

53 The prohibition against dredging in Clew Bay for three years lias made it impossible to lay down any cysters since hist report, but 
those on the bed are preserved to allow of their natural increase. No oysters taken off except by trespassers, who were convicted 
and fined. Cannot say if there was any fall of spat in 1876 or 1877. On a portion of the bed it is believed there is a sufficient 
supply for breeding purposes.

54 The bed has been cleaned and stocked since last report. About five hundred of oysters laid down yearly. About 15,000 taken 
oft’ for private use, and about 1,800 sold. There was a good fall of spat in 1876, and a much better”fall in 1877, leaving a good 
deni of breeders on bed, which is in a good state at present..64 b°ine thousands of oysters have been planted. None taken off, as the beds in this and adjoining bays have been closed for thre 
years. Tilc of Spaf in 1876 was not great, but owner has been informed that there was a good fall in 1877. The bed is in a goo< 

. !lt Prcscnt. Is of opinion that the mud and weeds driven by storms from the surrounding beds in this bay injures the propn 
gation of oysters, as the tiles, &c., laid down for spat are covered with weeds every tide. Hopes to report more favourably nex 
year, and intends trying French oysters on the bed.

69 No oysters taken off or sold. 80,000 laid down. There was a pretty good fall of spat in 1877. The bed is much improved since Lessee 
got it. Dredging should be allowed in deep water portion of Black Sod Bay in summer, as it can’t bo dredged in winter, and i 
is believed there are plenty of oysters there.
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Appendix,

List of Licenses to Plant Oyster Beds in force on 31st December,

No. of 
Licons Date of License. Persons to whom Granted. Present Owner or Lessee. Locality of Beds. Area of Beds.

A verage 
area of 

Beds 
available.

71 10th July, 1867, . Townsend Kirkwood, . Townsend Kirkwood, Saleen Harbour,
a. n. r
17 0 6

Acres
14

116 25th May, 1S72, . William Pike, . William Pike, . Achill Sound, . 308 3 20 50
118 3rd July, 1872, , James Rowan, . James Rowan,. . Do., . . 43 3 0 2

126 1st December, 1873, Benjamin Whitney,. James M‘Donnell, . Blacksod Bay, . 81 1 17

127 8th December, 1873, Mary Fegan, . Mary Fegan, . Clew Bay, 26 2 7
136 5th July, 1875, Thomas Shaen Carter, H. T. Shaen Carter,. Trawmore Bay, 502 3 22 200

138 16th August, 1875, . John Kendall, . . John Kendall, . Clew Bay, . - 44 0 37 10

137 9th December, 1875, Denis Bingham, Denis Bingham, Blacksod Bay, . <6 18 46
140 19th January, 1876, Michael Moran, Michael Moran, Clew Bay, 3 2 2 *>

144 14th September, 1876, . Maria Russell, . > Maria Russell, . . Do., 4 1 10 4

147 27th December, 1876, . Francis Bournes, . Francis Bournes, Z Elly Harbour, . S3 2 G

139 28th December, 1876, Martin J. Fegan, Martin J. Fegan, . Clow Bay, 12 3 9 10
141 Do., Francis Mulholland, Francis Mulholland, Do., 12 1 20 8

7
County Sligo.

17th November, 1852, . Thomas White, . Percy H. Russ, ■ Ballisodare Bay, 132 1 26 10

49 13th April, 1S65, . Sir Robert Gore Booth, bt., Sir Henry W. Gore Booth, DrumclifI Bay, , 148 3 0 40

59 1st December, 1365, Richard J. Verschoyle, .

bt.

Richard J. Verschoyle, . Ballisodare Bay, 54 0 0 20

66 15th June, 1867, » Sir Robert Gore Booth, bt., Owen Rice, Drumcliff Bay, , 87 0 0 10
86 13th March, 1868, . Colonel Edward Cooper,. Colonel Edward Cooper, . Ballisodare Bay, 190 0 0 10
94 14th June, I860, John W. Stratford, John W. Stratford, Killala Bay, 31 0 098 10th September, 1869, . Henry W. Meredith, Henry W. Meredith, Sligo Bay, . , 20 0 0 3
99 Do., Owen Wynne, Owen Wynne, . Do., 77 0 0100 Do., • Do., Do............................. Do., 53 0 0 20

101 12th March, 1870, . R. J. Verschoyle, R. J. Verschoyle, Ballisodare Bay, . 13 2 0 2102 22nd April, 1871, . Agnes M. Nicholson, W. K. Barrett, Sligo Bay, 52 2 10 25
106 24th April, 1871, . Ed. Park, , , Ed. Park, , . Milk Haven, . , 23 0 0 2

107 Do., Martin Cunnawn, . Martin Cunnawn, Do., . „ 2 2 10 1
108 Do., Michael Cunnawn, . 

R. J. Verschoyle,
Michael Cunnawn, . Do., 2 1 10 1

121 24th February, 1873, R. J. Verschoyle, . Ballisodare Bay, 114 0 20 9
122 3rd March, 1873, . Isabella Letitia Eccles, . Isabella Letitia Eccles, . Milk Haven, 29 1 3 2
135 27th January, 1875, St. Geo. Jones Martin, . Thomas Gardiner, . , Sligo Estuary or Buy, 77 1 33 35
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1877, and Substance of Reports received as to state of Beds—continued.

1

No. of 
License. Substance of Reports received as to state of Beds.

County ZVIayo—continued
71 The bed lias been cleaned since last report. About six barrels of oysters laid down, and is in treaty with a French merchant for 

seed. No oysters removed from bed since March, 1874. There was a fall of spat in 1876 and 1877, but the quantity cannot be 
accurately ascertained. The beds are in a good state at present. Is glad of the prohibition against dredging in bay for three 
years, as when again opened a rich harvest of oysters may be expected.

116 Waiting for new license.
118 Laid down seventy hundred oysters in March, 1877. None taken off or sold. Very little spat seen. The bed is at present in a 

good state. Had to take up the oysters after being'laid down and remove them to the best portion of the strand, as the sand was 
covering them over where they were formerly.

126 No steps taken to cultivate bed since license granted. The great difficulty and enormous expense attending the procuring, 
planting, and preserving oysters in this locality rendered it useless to expect that he could work thg beds with either profit or 
advantage.

127 In process of revocation.
136 The bed has been carefully watched. No oysters sold. About 100 taken off for private use. About seventy-five barrels of 

oysters (costing on an •average £1 15s. per barrel) laid down. A moderate quantity of spat fell. The bed is apparently in good 
order, but cannot state exactly without dredging.

133 Since last report a further portion of bed has been cleaned and stocked, chiefly from Arcachon. No oysters taken off or sold. 
668,000 laid down up to January, 1878. No fall of spat, as summer was not hot enough. With regard to success in speculation 
in French oysters see replies to No. 37, county Galway.

137 Has given orders to the men in charge ofthe beds toget any quantity of oysters required, and have them put down.
HO The bed has been cleaned. No oysters taken off or sold. Laid down about 5,000. There was a fall of spat in 1876 and 1877, but 

cannot say what quantity. The bed is in a sound condition at present.
144 The bed has been cleaned. About 4,000 oysters laid down. None taken off or sold. There was a good fall of spat in 1S76 and 

1877. The quantity was larger in the latter year. The bed is improving. As soon as dredging is again permitted will do 
everything possible with the bed.

147 50,000 oysters laid down. None taken off or sold. There was a large fall of spat in 1S77. The Led is in a good state. Cannot 
say at present how much of the ground licensed is practically available for cultivation.

139 Licensee deceased. It is not intended to cultivate bed.
141 The bed has been partly cleaned. No oysters taken off or sold. About 12,000 put down. A fair quantity of spat fell in 1876 

and 1877. The bed is in a fair state at present. Has not had an opportunity of doing much with the bed since he got the 
license, and his means being limited he will require a little more time.

County Sligo.
7 No permanent work done on bed since last report with the exception of dredging and clearing mussels and putting out a quantity 

of cultch for the reception of seed oysters. About 60,000 oysters sold from 1st September to the present. In 1876 put down 
163,400 2 to 2J-inch oysters ; in March, 1877, 5S,400 3 to 3}-inch, and has purchased a further lot of 500,000 of same dimensions as 
last named. Late in the season of 1876 a fair quantity of spat fell, but it nearly all subsequently died. In 1877 a small fall only early 
in the summer. The beds at present are in good working order, and when tfie seed ordered has been laid down they will be fairly 
stocked. The French oysters on this bed succeed perfectly, and when sold bring high prices. None are lost in transit, as they are 
guaranteed in good condition when delivered. When laid down they require more careful handling than natives, the shells 
being thinner and more brittle. Considers the quantity of spat attached (usually) most of which is alive and thrives, and which 
may be taken oil’with safety by the time the larger one is fit for market, fully compensates for any extra mortality. Is of opinion 
the planting of French oysters will be generally successful, and a valuable means of re-stocking exhausted beds.

49 Since last report laid down 237,000 oysters including 209,000 French—GG.000 sold and 5,000 taken otflor private use. The spatting 
in 1876 and 1877 was very bad. A fair supply of seed oysters on bed at present. As far as can be ascertained the French oysters 
arc a success. They make an extraordinary growth in’ these waters. A very small per-centage of them died either in transit or 
after being planted. *

59 Since last report part of shore has been improved by removing stones and several tanks or small enclosed beds formed to retain 
some inches of water when tide is out. They are floored with paving or gravel and to some extent with boards, and are found 
useful for oysters under two years old. At present they are filled with this year’s spawn taken from breeding ponds. About 
30,000 oysters sold off bed since beginning of season. None laid down except about 200,000 reared here in ponds, but 
expects many of these will be lost from sand-birds, crabs, Ac. Believes there was no fall of spat in either 1876 or 1S77. 
The beds are improving. The French oysters arrived safe—hardly any lost in transit, but a considerable loss since they 
were received -, they have not turned out as well as expected. Can hardly give a decided opinion for another year as 
to speculation in French oysters, but if they survive this winter well they will pay. The price abroad has been considerably raised and 
would not pay increase. On the whole considers, if they do not become too dear the French oysters will be a valuable means of 
stocking bed's not otherwise obtainable. As far as observed there has been no fall of spat on this coast for the last three seasons, and 
does not expect any improvement in public or private beds as to increase of young oysters reared thereon till there be a summer 
with suitable temperature.

66 Nothing done on this bed since last report. No oysters taken off or sold and none laid down. 5 ery little fall of spat in 1876 or 1877. 
The beds are at present in good condition.

86 The bed has been cleaned and properly watched since last report. No oysters laid down and none taken on or sold. There was a 
light fall of spat in 1877.

In process of revocation.
98 No oysters laid down since last report. About 2,000 sold at 9s. per 124. Some spat of last summer are visible on the old shells. 

Some half-grown oysters are the present stock on bed.
99 See replies to No. 100, which apply generally to this.

100 Since last report 30,000 oysters sold (5,000 of which were taken off westernmost end of bed No. 99) in Liverpool, realizing £138, and 
about 2,000 sold to private parties at a reduced price of 8s. per long hundred. Dredging has been discontinued 
since 20th December, 1877, owing to a strike among fishermen. No oysters laid down. It cannot be said there was any 
fall of" spat owing to depth of water on beds. If an undertaking could be come to with Harbour Commissioners to allow 
licensee to extend license over the channel to the south boundary wall the whole could be protected, and it would then be worth 
while to replant French or other seed. Beds are in a fairly satisfactory condition at present, as a boat and crew of five men 
frequently got 800 to 1,000 oysters in a short day. The overseer and night watchman arc paid £26 and £25 respectively, per annum.

101 See replies to No. 59, which apply equally to this.
102 Placed shells, &c., on bed to catch spat. 15,000 oysters laid down—11,000 sold. A small quantity of spat loll. That part of bed 

which the sand docs not encroach on is in a very good state at present.
106 Nothing doncon bed since last report. Nooysters laid down. About £10 worth taken off in 1S76. Never saw less spat than in 1876 

and 1877. The beds are improving. Speculation with French oysters has not succeeded-, thinks there are not a hundred on bed at 
present; they died from time to time although the nicest spots wereselected for them. Does not know what to attribute failure to, 
but the channel is very small, and there is, perhaps, too much fresh water coming off the mountains occasionally in muddy torrents, 
or else the climate is too cold ; the native oyster appears to thrive very well when the foreign die. This bed will never be u very 
productive one. What oysters we have are well flavoured, grow a line size, and fatten well; but the only spat is that collected off 
rocks and stones and placed on beds.

107 lias done nothing to improve bed, as oyster spawn is too dear, and must wait till prices are within reach.
108 Do. Do-
121 See replies to No. 59, which apply equally to this.
122 No steps taken to cultivate this bed since last, report
135 Since last report the bed has been dredged for marketable oysters, ami picking by hand at low water of spring tides. 160,000 

oysters sold at prices varying from 6s. 6rf. to 8s. 6 <7. per hundred of 124. Nearly all taken up by dredge, which reduced the profits, 
working expenses being so high. 14,000 young oysters got from fishermen in neighbourhood were laid down. This was all that 
could be had. xospat observable in 1876 or 1877.’ The fish not in ns good condition as last year. Cannot account for difference. 
The French oysters all lived except those crushed or broken. They fattened, and expects in a year or so to tell more favourably 
of them. They are fully as good for planting as any got here, but are too dear—3s. -Id. to 5s- 3d- per 124, and will not leave a 
profit, as 8s. is the outside price obtained for large oysters from this bed. Although this has been an old natural bed it requires to 
be replenished with young oysters. In November, 1875, laid down about 14,000 young American oysters. They all lived until the 
summer following, when nearly every one of them opened, ami the few that lived and are alive now are only a blob of dirty water.
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Appendix,

List of Licenses to Plant Oyster Beds in force on 31st December,
1 No. of

License. Date of License. Persons to whom Granted. Present Owner or Lessee. Locality of Beds. Area of Beds.
Average 
area of 

Beds 
available.

County Senegal. A. It. P. Acres.

9 22nd September, 1853, . J. 0. Woodhouse, . C. O. Woodhouse, . Mulroy Bay, . G3 0 26 32

82 31st January, 1868, William Hart, The Lessees The Hon.
The Irish Society.

Lough Swilly, . 790 0 0 200

109 15th July, 1871, . Sir James Stewart, bart.,. Owen Rice, . Do., 106 2 21 10G

110 27th July, 1871, . F. Mansfield, . F. Mansfield, . Do............................. 23 1 0 ) (
133 15th October, 1874, Do., Do., Do............................. 12 2 0 I 10 s 

i (
148 31st March, 1877, • Alex. J. R. Stewart, Alex. J. R. Stewart, Sheephaven, . 143 2 16

Co. Londonderry.
142 6th July, 1876, . The Lessees The Hon.

The Irish Society.
The Lessees The Hon.

The Irish Society.
Lough Foyle, . 3,270 2 24 100

County Down,
112 9th October, 1871, Marquess of Downshire, . Marquess of Downshire, . Dundrum Bay, , 32 0 2 10

131 14th September, 1874, . Samuel Murland, Samuel Murland, , Strangford Lough, . 15 3 28 15

County Saoutn.
10 1st July, 1854, Burton Bindon, Lord Clermont, Carlingford Lough, . 51 3 10

57
65

1st December, 1865,
4th June, 1866,

John Obins Woodhouse, .
Do.,

C. 0. Woodhouse, . 
Do.,

6 6 54
96

0 0
0 0 }

97
111

10th September, 1869, . 
1st July, 1871,

Lord Clermont,
Arthur Hamill, q.c.,

Lord Clermont,
Arthur Hamill, Q.C.,

Do..
Do., .

54
144

0 0
0 0

Total, . 18,612 1 2

SALMON

Appendix,

Schedule of License Duties payable in each District

District. 1. Salmon 
Rods.

2. Cross 
Lincs.

3. Snap 
Nets.

4. Draft 
Nets.

5. Drift 
Nets.

6. Trammel 
Nets 

for Pollen.
7. Polo 
Nets.

£ 8. d. £ s. d. s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ S. d. s. d.

1. Dublin............................................ 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 JO 0 2 0 0
2. Wexford, ..... 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 O (i
3. Waterford,.................................... 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 O
4. Lismore,.................................... 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 O
5. Cork,.................................... 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
6'. Skibbereen, .... 10 0 10 0 0 15 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 0 15 O 1 0 0
6*. Bantry, ..... 1 0 0 10 0 0 15 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 0 15 0 1 0 0
63. Kenmare, ..... I 0 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0
7. Killarney, ..... 10 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 0 J 5 0 1 0 o
8. Limerick, ..... 1 0 0 1 5 0 i lo o 3 0 0 3 0 0 J 10 0 2 0 0
0. Galway,..................................... 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0

10'. Ballynukill, .... 1 0 0 2 0 0 J 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
102. Bangor,.................................... 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
11. Ballina,.................................... 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 JO 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 <>
12. Sligo, ..... 10 0 2 0 0 J 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
13. Ballyshannon, .... ] 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 O 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 O 0
14. Letterkenny, .... 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 O 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
101. Londonderry, .... 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
152. Coleraine,..................................... 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 15 o 3 O 0 3 0 0 1 0 0 2 O 0
1(1. Bidlyeastle, .... 1 o o 2 0 0 1 10 o 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
17'. Drogheda,.................................... ] 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 o 3 0 0 3 0 0 0 15 0 2 0 0
172. Dundalk, . ... 1 0 0 2 0 0 110 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 0 15 0 2 0 0
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No. of 
License. Substance of Reports received as to state of Beds.

County Donegal.
9 Nothing special done on bed since last report. No oysters taken off or sold. None laid down. There was no fall of spat in 1876 

or 1877. Thinks half the area could be cultivated.
82 No steps taken to cultivate beds since last report. Lessees are removing the oysters to Lough Foyle, as it was found they could not 

live on these beds owing to the accumulation of mud; and they request that license may not be revoked till March next to allow 
of the oysters still on the beds being gathered, as the tides will not admit of its being done sooner.

109 Nothing done on bed since last report. Very few oysters taken off. None laid down. No fall of spat in 1876 or 1877. The bed 
is in good order at present. In consequence of large supplies of oysters from Holland and France, &c., superior to Irish, the 
demand for the latter has been considerably reduced.

110 Upwards of 4,000 oysters laid down. About 5,000 taken off. The fall of spat in 1876 and 1877 was small. The present state of 
the beds is promising.

133 Some thousands of oysters laid down. None have been taken off or sold. The fall of spat in 1876 and 1877 was inconsiderable. 
The beds are in a prosperous condition at present.

1-18 This License only granted in 1877.

County Londonderry.
142 The beds have been buoyed off. 44,000 French oysters of various sizes, and 70,000 from Lough Swilly have been laid down. None 

taken off or sold. Some of the large oysters removed from Lough Swilly have spatted, but not in any quantity. The French 
oysters seem to be doing well.

County Eown.
112 Very little done on bed since last report. Stakes were put down with the object of retaining the fish and to act as collectors, but 

they were found unsuitable, and will be removed and replaced by more suitable ones, and a further laying of young oysters will be 
made. None taken off or sold, and none laid down, it being thought advisable to let the embankment stand for some time, to see 
if the bank would remain intact and retain the water. Spat has been observed, but not in any quantity. The inner pond is filling 
with mud, and it is intended to shift the oysters from it to a more convenient place. Is disposed to try the experiment a few 
years longer, and has ordered a fresh supply of oysters for laying down.

131 No replies received.

County Louth.
10 In consequence of the death of the person who managed the fishery the owner is not at present able to furnish a report as to the 

state of the bed.z

G5 |

A large wooden enclosure was made for protecting the oysters in winter. Only a’few taken off for private use. None sold. 10,000 
spat (Nassein) from Auray laid down. The fall of spat was unimportant. Owing ;to the legal difficulties in the way of putting 
stock on the beds, and the natural difficulties of any coming of itself, cultivation has come to a standstill; but arrangements have 
been made for importing French stock provided the 10,000 above mentioned succeed. Cannot recommend oyster culture as a 
purely profitable undertaking.

97 See replies to No. 10, which apply also to this.
111 No oysters laid down since last report. Has endeavoured several times to purchase brood oysters, but ouing to their scarcity was 

unable to get any. Is in treaty with an agent for French and American oyster growers who has undertaken to procure a quantity 
of American brood in February or March, 1878.

fisheries.
No. 9.

on Engines used for Fishing for Salmon, January, 1878.

8. Bag Nets 9. Fly Note. 10. Stake Nets. 11. Head 
Weirs.

12. Box, Crib, 
&c.

13. Gap, Eye, 
&c. 14. Sweepers. 15. Coghills. 16. Loop Nets.

£ s. d £ s. d. £ S. d. £ s. d £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ S. d. £ s. d.

10 0 — — —
O 10 0 — — —
1 0 0 — - ■■ —
1 0 o — — ——
1 0 0 — ■ ——
0 10 o — — ——
0 10 o — — —-

| o io o 3 0 0 1 10 0 —
0 10 0 — — —
1 0 0 — —

.10 0 0 30 0 0 30 0 0 6 0 0 io 0 0^ 1 0 o — — —
1 0 o ■ — ■
1 0 0 — —. —
10 0 — —
1 0 o — — —
too — loo ——
0 10 o — 1 0 0 1 0 0
10 0 — —
1 0 o — 3 0 0 —
1 o 0 — — —
1 0 o — 1 0 o 0 10 0

---------------_ — __ __________
I 1 0 o — 1 0 o —



64 APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE

Appendix, No. 10.

Schedule of Licence Duties received by the Boards of Conservators for the Year 1877.

District.

Number and Description of Licences sold in 1377.

1877.
Amount 

of
Licence 
Duty.

1877.

Per-centage 
on 

Poor Law 
Valuation.

1877.

Amount 
received for 

Fines, 
Sale of 

Forfeited 
Engines, 

Interest on 
Bank 

Account.

1877.

Amount 
of 

Subscrip
tions 

received.

1877.
Total 

Amount 
received.

1877.
Ave
rage 
No. 
em

ployed.

1.
 Sa

lm
on

 Ro
ds

.

2.
 C

ro
ss

 L
in

os
.

3.
 S

na
p 

N
et

s.
4.

 D
ra

ft 
N

et
s.

5.
 D

rif
t N

et
s.

0.
 T

ra
m

m
el

 N
et

s, 
fo

r P
ol

le
n.

7.
 P

ol
e N

et
s.

| 8. B
ag

 N
et

s.
| 9. F

ly
 N

et
s.

10
. S

ta
ke

 N
et

s. |
11

. H
ea

d W
ei

rs
. 1

12
. B

ox
, C

rib
. &

c.

13
. G

ap
, E

ye
, &

c.

14
. S

w
ee

pe
rs

.
15

. C
og

hi
lls

.

16
. L

oo
p N

et
s.

1. Dublin, .
2. Wexford,.

109
83

o 14

52

-
£ s. d.

155 0 0
239 0 0

£ s. d. £ s. d.

13 14 6

£ s. d. £ s. d.
155 0 0
252 11 6

197
395

3. Waterford, 216 21 228 24 77 - - - - 4 - 4 35 - - - 1,098 0 0 75 11 4 — 1,173 11 1 1,787

4. Lismore, 257 11 24 9 97 - 1 1 - 3 - n - - - - 755 0 0 4 0 0 27 12 6 7SG 12 6 931

5. Cork, 280 1 - 66 IS - - 1 - 1 - - - - - - 580 0 0 — 98 18 8 163 -1 7 812 3 3 782
•

61. Skibbereen, 5 18 - 59 0 0 — 3 14 4 — 62 11 4 113

63. Bantry,
• 63. Kenmare,

12
18 - -

12
6 - - 1 - - - - - 4 - -

48 0 0
49 0 0 15 0 0 12 5 0 —

48 0 0
76 5 0

81
82

7. Killamey, 111 4 - 66 - - - - - - 2 - - - - 337 0 0 27 8 0 40 17 6 — 405 5 6 516

8. Limerick, 221 40 31 81 132 - 19 - - 33 1 9 121 - - - 2,207 10 0 — 132 10 I — 2,340 0 1 2,016

9. Galway. 169 11 2 14 4 - - - - - 6 - 20 - - 322 0 0 76 12 0 — — 398 12 0 411

101. Ballynakill, . 62 1 15 113 0 0 — 4 11 6 — 117 11 6 160

10®. Bangor, 31 12 - 226 0 0 5 0 0 2 0 8 — 233 0 8 229

11. Ballina, . 91 - - 27 41 - - 5 - - - 7 13 - - 431 0 0 — 31 5 10 462 5 10 508

12. Sligo, 27 1 - 19 - - - 1 - - - - 5 - - 101 0 0 — 0 19 0 101 19 0 157

13. Ballyshannon, 115 10 - 47 - - 3 - - 1 - 4 29 - - 381 0 0 5 0 0 15 10 0 — 401 10 0 490
14. Letterkenny, . 52 - - 13 9 - 3 3 - - - 2 - - - 171 0 0 14 0 0 0 6 8 185 6 S 197
151. Londonderry, . 74 5 - 35 39 - 3 4 - 3 - - - - - - 412 0 0 95 0 0 7 5 1 154 19 0 699 4 1 526

15®. Coleraine, 96 - 1 113 - 88 - 2 - - - 4 - - 56 - 811 15 0 198 0 0 65 13 2 1.105 8 2 1,200

16. Ballycastle, 25 - - 12 1 14 - 201 0 0 69 10 0 7 15 0 281 5 0 158
17'. Drogheda, 67 5 3 48 - 5 43 318 10 0 — 2 16 8 — 321 6 8 •122

17s. Dundalk, 45 - - - 23 - - 2 - - 1 - 23 - - - 163 0 0 9 10 0 9 0 8 6 0 0 187 10 8 215

Total, 2175 112289 716 ■137 92 31 46 - 45 2 45 229 24 99 - 9,241 15 0 519 0 0 552 8 2 321 3 7 10,637 6 9 11,582 j

The estimate of the average number of men employed is made up as follows:—

Salmon Bods, . . 1 man. Drift Nets, , . 5 men. Fly Nets, 4 men. Gap, Eye, &c. . . 2 men.
Cross Li dps. • 2 mon. Trammel Nets, . . 2 do. Stake Nets, . 4 do. Sweepers, . . ,6 do.
Snap Nets. • 4 do. Pole Nets, . . 3 do. Head weirs, 1 man. Coghills, . . .J mini.

.Draft Nets, . 6 do. Bag Nets, . . 4 do. Box,crib, &e. (every 5 2 men. Loop or Prame Nets, .1 du.

Appendix, No. 11.

Table showing the Total Amount received in the various Fishery Districts from the sale of Licences 
between the years 1863 and 1877, inclusive.

IncroiBe in Licence Duty since 1863, £3,868 7s. Gd.

- Amount received 
for Licence Duty.

Amount received 
for Licence Duty.

Amount received 
for Licence Duty.

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.
1862 . 5,892 7 6 1868 . 7,033 10 6 1873 . 9,040 14 0
1864 . 6,84 J 5 0 1869 . 6.700 6 4 1874 . 9,418 9 O
1865 . . 6,722 16 8 1870 . . 7,511 13 4 1875 . .‘.',417 1 8
1866 . 7,0.98 6 8 1871 . 8.865 15 ‘J 1876 . 9,678 5 10
1867 . . 7,317 0 0 1872 . 8,998 1 0 1877 . 9,760 15 0
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Appendix, No. 12.

Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., in force on 1st January, 1878, relating to the 
Salmon Fisheries of Ireland.

Appendix, 
No. 12.

Abstract of 
By-Laws, 

Orders, &c.
Place affected by 

By-Law, 
and Date thereof.

Nature of By-Law.
Place affected by 

By-Law, 
and Date thereof.

Nature of By-Law.

River Liffey,
(19th Jan., 1865.)

Between Dalkej 
Island and Wick
low Head.

(15th Oct., 1871.)

River Slanoy, . 
(25th March, 1854, 

and4lh March, 1862.

Derry Water and 
. River Derry.

(26th Oct., 1870.)

Potter River, . 
(26th Oct., 1870.)

Dwenavorragh River, 
.(15th Feb., 1875.)

jjessborough De
mesne, Co. Kil
kenny. 
<5th May, 18GG.)

Corrock River, 
(7th July, 1870.)

River Suir,
(17th Aug., 1875.)

Between Ilciv5<.v 
Head and Bally 
cotton, Rjv£‘
Blackwater, &c. 
(6th Nov., 1874.)

SALMON AND TROUT.
Dublin District.

Prohibiting the catching, or attempting to catch, 
Salmon with any Net of greater length than 
350 yards, in that part of the River Liffey 
which is situated between tiie Weir known as 
the Island Bridge Weir and a line drawn due 
North from Poolbcg Lighthouse.

Permitting use of Nets with Meshes of one 
inch from knot to knot for capture of Salmon 
or Trout between Dalkey Island and W iklow 
Head.

"Wexford District.
Prohibiting, during the Close Season for Salmon, 

the use of Nets of any kind whatsoever, be- 
i tween Ferrycarrig Bridge and the Town of 

Enniscorthy.
Prohibiting, during the Open Season for Salmon, 

the use of Nets with meshes of less size than 
one and three-quarter inches from knot to knot, 
between Ferrycarrig Bridge and the Town of 
Enniscorthy.

Permitting use of Nets for tho capture of Fish, 
having Meshes of one inch from knot to knot 
(to be measured along the side of the square, or 
four inches, to be measured all round each such 
Mesh, such measurements bring taken in the 
clear when the Net is wet), in the rivers and 
streams following, that is to say. in the Derry 
Water, from its source near Killaveney to 
Annacurragh Bridge, with the stream flowing 
into same from Moyne Church through Ballin - 
glen, and the Tomnaskcla River; and in the 
Greenisland, Shillelagh, and Derry River, from 
the bounds of the County Carlow, flowing past 
Tinnahely by Shillelagh to the bounds of the 
County Wexford, with the small streams 
flowing into that portion of the said river, all 
said rivers and streams being in the County 
Wicklow, for and during the months of May, 
June, July, and August, in each year.

Permitting use of Nets for the capture of Fish 
with Aleshes of one inch from knot to knot (to 
be measured along the side of the square, or 
four inches to be measured all round each such 
Mesh, such measurements being taken in the 
clear, when the Net is wet), in the tidal portion 
of the Potter River, situated below Brittas 
Bridge in the County of Wicklow.

Permitting use of nets with meshes of one 
inch from knot to knot for capture of salmon 
or trout.

"Waterford District.
Permitting the use of Nets for the capture of 

Fish with Aleshes of one inch from knot to 
knot (to be measured along the side of the 
square, or four inches to be measured all round 
each such Mesh, such measurements being 
taken in the clear, when the Net is wet.) 
within the Waters in, and Rivers running 
through the Demesne of Bessborough, in the 
County of Kilkenny : Provided that no Net 
having a less Alesh than one inch and three- 
quarters from knot to knot, shall be used in the 
said Rivers during the Months of April, May, 
and J une.

Permitting use of Nets with Meshes of one inch 
from knot to knot (to be measured along the 
side of the square, or four inches to be measured 
all round such Mesh, such measurements being 
taken in the clear when the Net is wet).

Prohibiting use of all Engines (save single Rods 
and Lines) for capture of Fish, between the 
Bridges at Suit Island and a line drawn due 
south across the River, and intersecting said 
Island at Clonmel.

Lismore District.
Repealing By-law of 2nd November, 1870, 

regulating Drift Net bishing, and in lieu 
thereof providing as follows

First.—That no Drift Nets of greater length 
than 200 yards shall he used for the capture of 
Salmon and 1 rout in the Risers or Estuaries 
flowing into the sea between liehick Head 
and liallycotton, or in the sea between those 
points.

Between Helvick 
Head and Bally- 
cotton, River
Blackwater, &c. 
—continued.

Tidal Waters, 
(11th Sept., 18GG.)

River Lee, Co. of the 
City of Cork.

(7th January, 18G3.)

River Lee, 
(21st April, 1871.)

River Lee,
(31st March, 1876.)

River Lee & Rivers 
running into Cork 
Harbour.

(16th Feb., 1877.)

River Lee,
(29th Sept., 1877.)

Argideen River, 
(24th Feb., 1860.)

Argideen River, 
(16th Feb., 1877.) 1

Lismore District—continued.
Second.—That no two or more Drift Nets when 

fishing shall be attached together in any way.
Third. —That Drift N ets shall not be used at a 

less distance from each other than fifty yards 
in that portion of the River Blackwater situ
ated within one mile of the mouth of the 
River as at present defined, each Drift Net 
shot and drifting to be kept at a distance of 
not less than fifty yards from the one preceding 
it on the tide and already drifting.

Cork District.
Prohibiting the catching or attempting to catch 

Salmon or Trout in any Tidal Water in the 
Cork District with a Spear, Lyster, Otter, 
Strokehaul, Dree Draw, or Gaff, except when 
the latter instrument may be used solely as 
auxiliary to angling with Rod and Line, or for 
the purpose of removing Fish from any legal 
Weir or Box by the Owner or Occupier thereof.

Prohibiting the snatching or attempting to 
snatch Salmon or Trout in any Tidal or Fresh 
Water in the Cork District with any kind of 
Fish-hook, covered in part or in whole with 
any matter or thing, or uncovered.

Prohibiting, during the Close Season for Salmon 
the use of Draft Nets, or any other Net or 
Nets used as a Draft Net, having a foot-rope 
ami leads or weights affixed thereto, within the 
following limits, viz.:—in that part of the River 
Lee, situate between Patrick’s Bridge, in the 
City of Cork, and a line drawn across the said 
River Lee, from Blackrock Castle, on the 
south, to the Western extremity of the Town
land of Dunkettle, on the North.

Prohibiting use of all Nets, except Landing-Nets, 
as auxiliary to rods and lines in part of South 
Channel between George IV. Bridge and Friar’s 
Weir.

Prohibiting the catching or attempting to catch 
Fish of any kind in that part of the River 
Lee situated between the Cork Waterworks 
Weir and St. Vincent’s Bridge in the North 
Channel, and Clarke’s Bridge in the South 
Channel, and in the mill races and inlets from 
such channels with a Spear, Lyster, Otter, 
Strokehaul, Dree-draw or Gaff, except when 
the latter instrument may be used solely as 
auxiliary to angling with Rod and Line, or for 
the purpose of removing Fish from any legal 
Weir or Box by the owner or occupier thereof.

Prohibiting the use of Drift Nets for Salmon or 
Trout in any Tidal Waters inside or to north 
of a line from Lighthouse at Roche’s Point to 
mainland on the West.

Prohibiting having Nets for capture of Salmon 
or Trout on board any Boat, Cot, or Curragh 
in that part of River seaward of a line drawn 
due south from the Western end of Myrtle 
Hill-terrace on the not th, near a place known 
as the Brick Fields, to the opposite shore, or 
in the tidal part of tiny river flowing into River 
Lee, between 8 o’clock on Saturday morning 
and 6 o'clock on Monday morning; or in that 
part of said River between the line mentioned 
above and the point of the Custom House in 
the City of Cork between 8 o'clock on Satur
day morning and half-past 5 o'clock on Monday 
morning; or in the North Channel of said 
River between Northgate Bridge and Welling
ton Bridge, or in the South Channels between 
the slip at Danzey Bridge opposite Keyser’s 
Hill, leading to Crosse’s Green and St." Fin 
Barr’s Quay,and the Bridge where the Western 
Road crosses South Channel, between 6 o’clock 
on Saturday morning and 6 o’clock on Monday 
morning.

Prohibiting the use of Nets of any kind whatso
ever in the tidal part of the river known as the 
Argideen River, in the County of Cork, situa
ted between the junction of the Owenkeagh or 
Blind River with the said Argideen River and 
the Bridge of Thnoleaguc, all in the Barony of 
the East Division of East C'arbcry,and County 
of Cork. _____

Prohibiting the use of Drift Nets for Salmon or 
Trout in Tidal Waters inside a line ftom Land 
Point in an easterly direction to the opposite 
shore.
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Abstract of 
By-Laws, 

Orders, &c.

Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., in force on 1st January, 1878, relating to the 
Salmon Fisheries of Ireland.

Pisco affected by 
By-Law, 

and Date thereof.
Nature of By-Law.

Place affected by 
By-Law, 

and Date thereof.
Nature of By-Law.

Bandon River, 
(10th Dec., 18/4.)

Bandon River,
(I6th Feb., 1877.)

River Hen,
(28th Feb., 1874.)

Tidal Waters,
(7th March, 1870.)

Snave or Coomhola, 
Mealagh, or Dun- 
namark, Owvane, 
and Carrigboy 
Rivers.

(21st June, 1871.)

Castlemaine Estuary 
(27th Oct., 1858.)

Tidal Waters, .
th Feb., 1865.),

Currane or Water
ville River—
Waterville Weir.

(7th March, 1870.)

Waterville River, . 
(18th Feb., 1871.)

liver Shannon, 
Island Point.

(5th Feb., 1856.)

liver Shannon, 
(22nd Nov., 1862.)

Cork District—continued.
Prohibiting for five years from the 1st January, 

1875, the use of all Nets (except Landing Nets 
as auxiliary to angling -with Rod and Line) for 
the capture of Salmon or Trout in any part of 
said River or its Tributaries, above a line 
drawn across the said River at right angles 
with the River’s course from the Stream on 
the east side of said River, dividing the Town
lands of Coolmorcen and Skeamogue to the 
Stream on the opposite shore dividing the 
Townlands of Drumkeen and Knockroe.

Prohibiting the use of Drift Nets for Salmon or 
Trout in Tidal Waters inside a line from 
Stookeen Point in an easterly direction to 
Preghane Point.

Skibbereen District.
Permitting use of Nets with Meshes of one and 

a quarter inches from knot to knot for capture 
of Salmon or Trout.

Bantry District.
Permitting use of Nets of a Mesh of one and a 

quarter inches from knot to knot (to be 
measured along the side of the square, or five 
inches to be measured all round each such 
Mesh, such measurements being taken in the 
clear when the Net is wet), in the tidal waters 
of the Bantry District, which comprises the 
whole of the sea along the coast between Mizen 
Head in the County Cork and Crow Head in 
the same County, and around any Islands or 
Rocks situate off same, with the whole of the 
Tideways along said Coast and Rivers, and the 
whole of the tidal portions of the several Rivers 
and their Tributaries flowing into said Coast.

' Prohibiting use of all Net?,save Landing-Nets, as 
auxiliary to rods and lines in fresh-water por
tions of said Rivers.

SCillarney District.
Prohibiting, during the Salmon Close Season, 

the use of Draft Nets having a foot-rope and 
leads or weights affixed thereto, in the Estuary 
of Castlemaine inside the Bar of Inch.

Prohibiting the catching, orattempting to catch 
Salmon in any tidal water with a Spear, 
Lyster, Otter, Strokehaul, Dree-Draw, or 
Gaff, except when the latter instrument may D 
be used solely as auxiliary io angling with 
rod and line, or for the purpose of removing 
fish from any legal Weir or Box by the owner 
or occupier thereof.

Permitting the space between the Bars or Rails 
of the Inscales, and of the Heck or upstream 
side of the Boxes or Cribs of the Waterville 
Weir to be one and a quarter inches apart.

Prohibiting useof Nets between Waterville Weil
and mouth of River as defined,between twelve 
o’clock noon on Friday and six o’clock on 
Saturday morning, and between six o’clock 
Monday morning and twelve o’clock noon same 
day in each week during Open Season.

Dimerick District.
Prohibiting Net Fishing in that part of the River 

Shannon between Wellesley Bridge and the 
Railway Bridge, between 1st June and 12th 
February.

Prohibiting Draft Nets for the capture of Fish 
of any kind, of a mesh less than one 
and three-quarter inches from knot to knot, to 
be measured along the side of the square, or 
seven inches to be measured all round each 
such mesh, such measurements being taken in 
the clear when the Net is wet, in the tidal 
parts of the River Shannon, or in the tidal 
parts of any of the Rivers flowing into the said 
River Shannon.

River Shannon,
(5th May, 1866.)

Rivers Shannon and 
Maigue.

(5th June, 1867.)

River Shannon,
(1st March, 1872.)

Rivers Shannon, 
Maigue, and As
keaton, and Clon- 
derlaw Bay.

(10th Nov., 1874.)

River Deel, . 
(6th June, 1877).

Lough Derg, .
(18th June, 1877.)

Ditto,
(19th June, 1877.)

River Shannon,
(23rd June, 1877.)

Lough Ree, River 
Shannon.

(27th August, 1858.)

River Fergus,
(26th June, 1865.)

River Fergus,
(16th Dec., 1870.) 1

jLimerick District—continued.
Prohibiting the Fishing for Salmon or Trout by 

any means whatsoever, within a space of 
Twenty Yards from the Weir Wall of Tar- 
monbarry, on the River Shannon.

Prohibiting the Shooting of Fish in that part of 
River Shannon between Portumna Bridge and 
Shannon Bridge, and also in River Maigue.

Prohibiting having Nets for capture of Salmon 
or Trout on board any Cot or Curragh between 
mouth of Shannon and Wellesley Bridge, in the 
city of Limerick, or in tidal parts of any rivers 
flowing into the said River Shannon between 
said points between the hours of Nine o’clock on 
Saturday morning and Three o’clock on Monday 
morning; or between Wellesley Bridge and 
the Navigation Weir at Kiilaloe, in the County 
of Clare, between Eight o'clock on Saturday 
morningand Four o’clock on Monday morning.

Regulating the use of Drift Nets as follows :— 
First.—That no Drift Nets of greater length 

than 100 yards shall be used for tho capture of 
Salmon or Trout in any part of the River 
Shannon between Limerick and a line drawn 
across the River below Askeaton, from Augh- 
nish Point, in the County of Limerick, to Kil— 
dysart, in the County of Clare.

Second.—That no Drift Nets of greater length 
than 200 yards shall be used for the capture of 
Salmon or Trout in any other Tidal Waters of 
the River Shannon, or in Clonderlaw Bay.

Third.—That no two or more Drift Nets shall be 
attached together in any way or be allowed to 
drift within 150 yards of each other in the 
River Shannon, or in Clonderlaw Bay.

Fourth.—That no Drift Nets below or seaward 
of a line drawn across the River Shannon, from 
Aughnish Point, in the County of Limerick, 
to Kildysart, in the County of'Clare, shall be 
used within the line of low water mark of or
dinary Spring Tides.

Fifth.—That no Drift Nets shall be used in Clon
derlaw Bay above a line drawn from Knock to 
Lacknabahee, in the County of Clare.

Sixth.—That no Drift Nets shall be used in the 
Rivers Maigue or Askeaton.

Prohibiting the use of all Nets (except Landing 
Nets as auxiliary to angling with rod and line) 
for the capture of Salmon or Trout, in that part 
of River situate between Broken Brid'-e and 
tho mouth of River as defined.

Permitting the use of Nets not exceeding 12 
yards in length, with Meshes of one inch troni 
knot to knot for the capture of fish other than 
Salmon or Trout.

Prohibiting the use of Nets (except Landing Nets 
as auxiliary to angling with rod and line) for 
the capture of Fish other than Eels, between 8 
o’clock in the evening and 6 o’clock in the 
morning.

Repealing the first clause of By-law dated 22nd 
November, 1862, and in lieu thereof prohibiting 
between the 1st day of August, or such other 
day as at time may be the first day of the Close 
Season in which no Fish of the Salmon or Trout 
kind shall be killed, destroyed, or taken by any 
person or by any means whatsoever (save* by 
single rod and line only), and the 1st day of 
November in each^ year, the use of Draft 
Nets or any other Net or Nets used as a Draft 
Net, having a foot rope and leads or weights 
affixed thereto, in that part of tho River 
Shannon situate between the Fishing Weir 
known as the Lax Weir and a line drawn due 
North and South across the said RiverShannon 
at the Western extremity of Graigue Island.

Permitting the use of Nets in Lough Ree. having 
a mesh of five inches in the round, measured 
when the Net is wet.

Prohibiting the Pishing for Salmon or Trout by 
anv means whatsoever, within a space of 
Twenty Yards from the Weir Wall of Ennis, 
on the River Fergus.

Prohibiting the useof Drift Nets in the Tidal 
parts of River Fergus, County Clare.
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Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., in force on 1st January, 1878, relating to the 
Salmon Fisheries of Ireland. Abstract of 

By-Laws,
Orders, &c-

Place affected by
By-Law,

and Date thereof.
Nature of By-Law.

Place affected by 
By-Law, 

and Date thereof.
Nature of By-Law.

River Maigue,
(17th Oct., 1864.)

Dimeric’s. District—continued.
Prohibiting the use of Draft Nets between Ferry 

Drawbridge and the old Bridge of Adare.
Erne River, .

(1st June, 1872.)

Maigue River,
(1st March, 1871.)

Prohibiting use of all Nets, except Landing-Nets 
as auxiliary to rod aud line, above Railway
bridge below Adare.

Galway River, Lough 
Corrib, &c.

(24th July, 1846.)

Galway District.
Prohibiting the use of the Instrument, commonly 

called Strokebaul or Snatch, or any other such 
instrument, in River Galway, Loughs Corrib 
or Mask, or their Tributaries.

Lower Lough Erne,
(30th June, 1874.)

Whole District,
(11th Sept., 1866.)

Prohibiting the snatching or attempt to snatch 
Salmon in any Tidal or Fresh Water in the 
Galway District with any kind of Fish-hook, 
covered in part or in whole with any matter or 
thing, or uncovered.

Ballyskaunon District—continued.
Prohibiting the capture of Fish of any description 

with the instrument commonly called and 
known by the name of the Spoonbait, or any 
other instrument of the like nature or device 
during the months of January, February, and 
March in each year, in that part of the River 
Erne situated between the Falls of Belleek 
and a line drawn due south across the River, 
from the point of Castlecaldwell demesne, by 
the Eastern point of the Muckinish, or White 
Island, to the opposite Bank, all in the County 
of Fermanagh.

Permitting use of nets with meshes of one inch 
from knot to knot for capture of fish bj* per
sons having right to use nets in said lough, 
between Enniskillen and Belleek, between 
1st May and first day of close season in each 
year.

Eany Water, or Inver 
River.

(25th June, 1872.)

Clare and Clare-Gal
way or Turlough- 
more Rivers, Co. 
Galway.

(22ud Dec., 1362.)

Prohibiting the use of Nets of any kind whatso
ever in any part of the Rivers known as the 
Clare and the Clare-Galway or Turloughmore 
Rivers, in the County of Galway, above the 
junction of the said Rivers with Lough Corrib, 
in the County of Galway.

Permitting use of Nets lor the capture of Fish 
with Meshes of one inch from knot to knot (to 
be measured along the side of the square, or 
four inches to be measured all round each such. 
Mesh, such measurements being taken in the 
clear when the Net is wet), within so much of 
tho River Eany Water, or Inver, in the County 
of Donegal, as lies above the mouth of said 
river as defined.

Owenmorc River, 
Co. Mayo.
(5th May, 1866.)

Bangor District.
Prohibiting the removal of gravel or sand from 

any part of the bed of the Owenmorc River, in 
the County of Mayo, where the spawning of 
Salmon or Trout may take place.

Crana or Buncrana 
River.
(5thNov., 1877.)

I>etterkenny District.
Permitting the use of nets for the capture of 

Salmon or Trout with Meshes of one inch 
from knot to knot in the Crana or Buncrana 
River, and within one mile seawards and coast
wards thereof.

River Foyle,
(28th Feb., 1871.)

Owenduff or Bally- 
croy, Owenmorc 
and Munhim Ri-

.(11 th Sept., 1866.)

Permitting the use of Nets with Meshes of one 
and a-half inches from knot to knot (to be 
measured along the side of the square, or six 
inches to be measured all round each such 
Mesh, such measurements being taken in the 
clear, when the Net is wet.) within so much 
of the said Rivers Owenduff or Ballycroy, 
Owenmorc and Munhim, as lies above the 
mouth as defined, during so much of the 
Months of June, July, aud August, as do now 
or at any time may form part of the Open 
Season for the capture of Salmon or Trout, 
with Nets, in tho said Rivers.

Dondonderry District.
Permitting the use of Nets with meshes of one 

inch from knot to knot in Lough Foyle and 
tidal parts of River.

Whole District,
(21st May, 1870.)

Moy River and Tri
butaries.

(11th Feb., 1871.)

Sligo River, .
(1st March, 1870.)

Lough Doon, • ■
(24th March, Im I.

Erne River, .
(13th Feb., 1871.)

Baronseourt Lakes 
and Streams.

(22nd April, 1871.)

Lough Neagh,
(28th Feb., 1867.)

Lough Neagh,
(20th Feb., 1871.)

Permitting the use of Nets for the capture of fish, 
other than Salmon and Trout, with meshes of 
half an inch from knot to knot.

Banina District.
Permitting use of Nets with Meshes of one 

and a quarter inches from knot to knot (to be 
measured along the side of the square, or five 
inches to be measured all round each such 
Mesh, such measurements being taken in the 
clear, when the Net is wet).

Prohibiting angling for Trout during April and 
May in each year—Loughs Conn and Cullen 
excepted.

Sligo District.
Prohibiting the snatching or attempting to 

snatch. Salmon in Sligo River, with any kind 
of Fish-hook covered in part or in whole, or 
uncovered.

Permitting use of Nets with meshes of half an 
inch from knot to knot, for capture of Fish

Ballyshannon District.
Permitting use of Nets with meshes of one inch 

from knot to knot in tideway of River Erne.

Whole District,
(17th Oct., 1870.)

Bush River, .
(28th Feb., 1870.)

Between Clogher 
Head and Bel- 
lagban Point.

(29th April, 1872.)

Coleraine District.
Prohibiting the use of Draft Nets for the capture 

of Pollen.

Permitting Pollen to be taken by Trammel or 
Set Nets composed of Thread or Yarn of a fine 
texture, not less than ten hanks to the pound 
weight, doubled and twisted with a mesh of not 
less than one inch from knot to knot, from 
the 1st of February to the 31st October.

Prohibiting snatching or attempting to snatch 
Salmon in any of the tidal or fresh waters of 
District.

Ballycastle District.
Repealing Definition of Bush River Estuary as 

fixed by the late Special Commissioners on 8th 
February, 1864.

Dundalk District.
Prohibiting to catch or attempting to catch 

Salmon or Trout with any Net of greater 
length than 501) Yards on that part of the Sea 
Coast situated between Clogher Head and 
Bellaghan Point, in the County of Louth.

Tidal Waters,
(30 th June, 1873.)

Prohibiting the catching or attempting to catch 
Salmon in any Tidal water of District between 
Dummy Point ami Soldier’s Point, in the County 
Louth, with a Spear, Lyster, Otter, Strokehaul, 
Drec-draw, or Gaff, except when the latter may 
be used solely as auxiliary to angling with Rod 
and Line, or for removing fish from any legal 
Weir or Box by the Owner or Occupier thereof.
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Table showing the Close Seasons for Salmon and Trout in

No. and Name of 
District. Boundary of District. Tidal.

1. Dublin,

2. Wexford, .

3. Waterford,
4. Lismore,

5. Cork,

6’. Skibbereen,
62. Bantry.

63. Kenmare,

7. Killarney, .

8. Limerick, .

9. Galway,

101. Ballinakill,

102. Bangor,

11. Ballina, .

Skerries to Wicklow.

Wicklow to Kiln Bay, East of Bannow 
Bay.

Kiln Bay to Helvick Head.
Helvick Head to Ballycotton.

Ballycotton Head to Galley Head.

Galley Head to Mizen Head.
Mizen Head to Crow Head.

Crow Head to Lamb Head.
r 

Lamb Head to Dunmore Head, including I 

Blaskets.

I

Dunmore to Hags Head. ,

Hags Head to Slyne Head.

Slyne Head to Pigeon Point.

Pigeon Point to Benwee Head.

Benwee to Coonamore.

From Howth to Dalkey Island, between 15th August and 1st February. 
For remainder of District, between 15th September and 2nd March.

Between 15th September and 20th April.

15th August and 1st February.
31st August and 16th February.
15th August and the 15th of Feb., save in Bandon and Argideen") 

Rivers ; between 15th August and 1st March for Bandon, and > 
between 31st August and 1st March for Argideen. J

30th September and 1st May.
Do. do. -

„ 15th September and 1st April.
„ 31st July and 16th January, save Rivers Maine, Fcrta, or') 

Valencia, Inny, and Waterville, and their Tribu- I 
taries. I

Maine, Ferta or Valencia, Inny, and Tributaries, between 15th September V 
and 1st May.

Waterville and its Tributaries, between 16th July and 1st January.

Between 31st July and 12th February, save River Cashen and Tributaries, ) 
and save between Kerry Head and Dunmore Head, and between Loop | 
Head and Hags Head, and all Rivers runuinginto the sea between those | 
points.

For River Cashen down to its Mouth and Tributaries, between 31st 
August and 1st June. }■

Between Dunmore Head and Kerry Head, and all Rivers flowing into sea 
between those points, between 15th September and 1st April.

Between Loop Head and Hags Head, and all Rivers running into the sea 
between those points, between 15th September and 1st May. J

Between 15th August and 1st February.

" Between the 31st of Augustand 16th of February,save in Louisburgh and') 
Carrownisky Rivers and Estuaries.

For Louisburgh and Carrownisky Rivers and Estuaries, between 15th of f 
September and 1st July. J

|" Between 31 st Augustand 16th February,save in Newport and Glenamoy,') 
Burrishoole and Owengarve Rivers and Estuaries.

J For Newport Riverand Estuary, 31st August and 20th March ; Glenamoy (’ 
I River and Estuary, 15th Septemberand 1st May; Burrishoole and Owen- | 
b garve River and Estuaries, 31st August and 16th February. J

Between 12th August and 16th March, save Palmerston and Easkey 
Rivers, which is between 31st August and 1st June.

12. .Sligo, . Coonamore to Mullaghmore.
19th August and 4th February, save Sligo River, its Estuary and ) 

Tributaries, which is between 31st July and 16th January. J

13. Ballyshannon, Mullaghmore to Rossan.
19th August and 1st March, save River Eske and Tributaries, 

•which is between 17th September and 1st April.

14. Letterkenny, , Rossan to Malin Head.

15'. Londonderry, . Malin to Downhill Boundary.

,, 19th August and 4th Feb., and one mile above 1 ideway, save') 
Crana or Buncrana, and Gweebarra Rivers.

For Crana or Buncrana River, between 14th Septemberand 15th April; [ 
for Gweebarra, between 30th Sept, and 1st April. j

Between 31st August and 15th April.

15-'. Coleraine, Downhill Boundary to Portrush. 19th Augustand 4th February.

16. Ballycastle,

17*. Drogheda,

I?2. Dundalk,

Portrush to Donaghadee.

Skerries to Clogher Head.

Clogher Head to Donaghadee.

„ Do. do.

„ 4th Augustand 12th February.
( „ 31st August and 1st April, save in Annagassan, Glyde, Dee,

and Fane Rivers.

I In Glyde, Dee, and Annagassan Rivers, between 19th August and 12th 
b February; in Fane River between 19 th Augustand 1st April.

Note.—Tlx- 21st section of the 2Gth A’. 27th Vic., c. 114, requires there Bhall not be fewer than
Wi kkj.v Ci.osk Season.—By the 20th section of the 26th A 27th Vic., c. 114, no Salmon or 

Rod and J.inc, Utwccu -ix of the clock on Saturday ir.orningand six of the clock on the succeeding

168 days Close Season in each Fishery.
Trout snail be fished lor or taken in any way, except by Single 
Munday morning.
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the different Districts in Ireland on 31st December, 1877.

* Close Season for Fixed Engines for the capture of Eels, between the 10th January and 1st July, save in the River Shannon, which is between the tilst Jannarv 
nnd 1st Julv. and in all other rivers in the Limerick District between 31st December and 1st July in year following, and save in Drogheda District, which is between 
30th November and 1st July, and save in the Coleraine District, which is between 10th January and 1st June, in year following.

t Pollen Fishing by Trammel Nets in Lough Neagh, between 31st October and 1st February.

No. Frosh 'Water. Angling with Cross Lines. Angling with Single Rod and Lino. Datoof last change. Principal Rivers in 
District.

No.

1 Same as Tidal, Same as Netting. Between 31st Oct. & Istdayof Feb. 15th Oct. 1874. < 1. Li Hey, Bray 
Vartrv.

Between 30th Sept, and 15th March. 26tL Dec. 1873. J "2. Slaney, Cour-
2 Same as Tidal. Same as Netting. town, Inch, 

Urrin, Boro.
9 Same as Tidal. Same as Netting. Between 30th Sept, and 1st Feb. 12th Nov. 1874. s 3. Suir, Nore, and 

Barrow.
4 Same as Tidal. Same ns Netting. Between 12th Oct. and 15th Feb. 16th Dec. 1875. 4. Blackwater.
5 Same as Tidal. Same as Netting. Between 12th Oct. and 15th of Feb. 20th Dec. 1875. « 5. Lee, Bandon,. 

Argideen.
6' Same as Tidal. Same as Netting. Between 31st Oct. and 17th March. 29th Jan. 1873. 6>. Hen.

62 Same as Tidal. Same as Netting. Do. do. Do. 6s. Glengariffe, 
Snave, &c.

6’ Same as Tidal. | Between 15th October and )
1st April. f Between 31st Oct. and 1st day of 1 

• Feb. J 7th Feb. 185G.
'63. Blackwater, 

Roughty,Cloonee,
„ Sneem.

( Between 30th Sept, and let Feb.,'l

7 Same as Tidal.
. x ■ 1
Same as Netting. • «;

save in Maine, Laune, Carra, 
and Tributaries.

Maine and Tributaries, between >-
26th April, 1870. 
18th Dec. 1875. •

r7. Inny,Rosbehy, 
Currane, Val
encia, Maine,

_ Laune, Carra.30th Sept, and 11th April.
Laune, Carrn, and Tributaries, be- 1

3rd Jan. 1876.

tween 30th Sept, and 16th Jan.
( Between 30th Sept, and 1st Feb., savo'l

• CashenandMaiguo Rivers and Tribu-
tarics. and save in all rivers running 
into the sea, between Loop Head and
Hags Head, and between Dunmore 
Head and Kerry Head. f8. Shannon, Deel, 

| Fergus, Doon- 
beg, Cashen,8 Same as Tidal.* Same as Netting. For Cashen and Tributaries, between 

■ 30th Sept, and 10th March; for 13th Oct. 1874.
. Maigue and Tributaries, between 

30th Sept, and 20th Feb.; between 
Loop Head and Hags Head, between 
15th Sept, and 1st May, and between 
Dunmore Head and Kerry Head,

Maigue, &c.

1 between 15th Sept, and 1st April. J
Between 15th Oct. and 1st Feb.,")

Same as Netting. • J save in CaslilaandDoohulla.and 1 2oth Doc. 1871. f 9. Corrib, Cashla,
9 Same as Tidal. ■ Spiddal and Ballinahinch Rivers k 23rd Oct. 1876. < Doobulia Spiddle,

and their Tributaries, which is | 17th Sept. 1877. Ballinahinch.

r
between 31 st Oct. and 1st Feb. J

Between 31st Oct. and 1st Feb.,'! ,10’. Erriff, Dau-
-< ross, Louisburgh,IO> Same as Tidal. Same as Netting. J save in Louisburgh and Carrow- I 

niskv Rivers—between 31st Oct. [ 1st June, 1872.
1 and 1st July. (. Carrownisky.
f Between 30th September and Ist'j
1 May, save in Owenmore and

Munhim, which is between 30th

10’ Same as Tidal. Same as Netting, • .

September and 1st February; 
and save in Burrishoole, be
tween 31st October and. 1st 

' February ; and save Owengarve - 
and Glenamoy, between 31st 
October and 1 st May; and save

1st June, 1872.
7th Oct. 1875. 
5th Dec. 1876.

Do.

f 102. Newport,
I Owenmore,

Burrishoole, 
] Owengarve, 
[ Glenamoy,

Owenduff or Balfycrov, and L Ballycroy.
Ballyveeny and Owenduff, and 
all rivers in Achill Island, be-

1 tween 31st Oct. and 1st Feb.
Between 31st July and ]stFeb.,'| r Between 15th Sept, and 1st Fob., savoA

11
Same as Netting in fresh j 

water.
Easkey Rivcrand Tributaries,which

save Palmerston and Easkey 1 is between 30th Sept, and 1st June; 
and save Cloonaghmoro or Palmer- 19th Dec., 1870. f 11. Moy, Easkey,

1 Cloonagbmore.August and 1st June. J ston River and Tributaries—tidal 
between 31stOct.andlst Feb.; upper 
between 31st Oct. and 1st June. J 

30th Sept, and 1st Feb., save in"!
Drnmcliffe River and Glencar | 
Lake between 19th Oct. and 1st 1 
Feb.

10th Julv, 18,7.

12 Between 19 th August and 4th' 
February, save Sligo River, 
which is between 31st July 
and 16th January. J

Same as Netting in fresh ! 
water. a 24th April, 1871.

27th Sept., 1877.
( 12. Sligo, Balliso- 
( dare, Drumcliffe.

fl3. Glen, Inver, 
| Eske, Bunduff,

Between 9th Oct. and 1st March, 
save Bunduff, Bundrowes, and 1

13 Same as Tidal. Same as Netting, J Erne Rivers, and Tributaries;
Bunduff River, 30th Sept, and 24 th Nov. 1871.
1st Feb.; Bundrowes, 30 th Sept, 
and 1st Jan., and Erne River

26th June, 18/5. j Bundrowes, 
L Enie.

Between 19th Aug. and Ist^Mar.
_ 30th Sept, and 1st March.

14 Between 1st Nov. and 1st Feb., 
save in Crana or Buncrana, be
tween 31st Oct. and 1st March.

f 2nd Sept. 1857. fl4. Lennen,
Crana or Buncrana River, 
Leenane and Gweebarra

Same as Netting. «( 28th Feb. 1874.
25th Nov. 1874.

J Gweedore, 
; Gweebarra, 
1^ Buncrana.Rivers, same as Tidal. J t 21st Mar. 1876.

15i Same as Tidal. 28th Sept, and 15th April, Between 15th Oct. and 1st Mar.
Between 19th Oct. and 16th Mar.,

27th Jan. 1862. 
i 19th July, 1877. 
f 15th Dec. 1856.

115'. Foyle, Roe.

15’ 19th August and 1st March. 28th Sept. & 16th March.f- save Rivers Bann, Maine. Sixmile- 
water, Moyola and Ballinderry,

31st Mar. 1871.
23rd Aug. 1875.

'j
^15*. Bann.

28th Sept, and 16th March.

L between 31st Oct. and 1st Mar. . 15th Jan. 1876. f 16. Ballycastle.
16 Do. 1st Nov. and 1st Feb. 15th Dec. 1856. J Glenarm, Bush,

• Giendun.
17> Same as Tidal. Same as Netting. 4th August and 12lh Feb.

f Between 11th Oct. and 1st March,
20th Dec. 1876. 

'I
17*. Boyne.

I save in Annagassan, Glyde, f" 172. Fane, Anna-
17’ Same as Tidal. Same as Netting. J and Dee Rivers.

| In Annagassan, Glyde, and Dec
I 8th July, 1872. 
[ 15th Jan. 1876. < cassen, Glvde, 

Dee.1 Rivers, between 30th Sept, and 
I 1st Feb. J
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Certificates granted up to 31st December, 187”, for Fixed Engines for

This certificate lapsed

No. Place. Name of Person to whom 
Cortificato granted.

Date of 
Certificate.

District in winch ' 
Net situated.

Description of 
Fixed Nut.

65 River Moy, .... Mary Anne Litle and Andrew Clarke, . 2 May, 1870, Ballina,
Ditto,

6 Fixed draft nets
67 Ditto, .... J. W. Stratford, . . 18 May, 1870, 3 Ditto, .
85 Sea off coast, co. Mayo, William Little, ..... 8 June, 1870, Ditto, 2 B.ig nets,.

109 Sea off coast, co. Sligo, William Little, ..... 16 May, 1872, Ditto, 3 Ditto,

2 Sea off co. Antrim, . A. G. Fullerton, .... 5 September, 1865, Ballycastle, 1 Ditto,
3 Ditto, .... Ditto, ...... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
5 Ditto, .... Thomas Black, ..... 2 October, 1865, . Ditto, 1' Ditto,
6 Ditto, .... Ditto, . ..... Ditto,

Ditto,
Ditto, I Ditto, .

7 Ditto, .... Sir E. MacNagliten, .... Ditto, 1 Ditto,
8 Ditto, .... Thomas Black, ..... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
9 Ditto, .... Earl of Antrim, ..... 22 November. 1865 Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

10 Ditto, .... Thomas Black, ..... 2 October, 1865, . Dit’o, 1 Ditto, .
11 Ditto, .... Ditto, ...... 21 October, 1865, . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
14 Ditto, .... J. C. Anderson, ..... 28 October, 1865, . Ditto, 1 Ditto
15 Ditto, .... Ditto, ...... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
50 Carnlough Bay, Earl of Antrim, ..... 8 February, 1870, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
59 Off coast, co. Antrim,. Sir E. W. Macnaghten, bart., 2 May, 1870, Ditto,

Ditto,
1 Ditto, .

60 Ditto, ..... Ditto, ...... Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
61 Ditto. ..... Ditto, ...... Ditto,

Ditto,
Ditto, 1 Fixed draft net,

66 Bally castle Bay, Sir H. 11. Boyd, bart.,. Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
*70 Sea off coast, co. Antrim, . Denis Black, ..... 11 May, 1870, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

71 Ditto, ..... John Finlay, ..... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto,
72 Ditto, ..... John M'Gildowney, .... Ditto, Ditto,

Ditto,
I Ditto, .

73 Ditto, ..... Edmund M‘Neill, . . . . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
74 Red Bay, ..... H. H. M’Neill,....................................... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
75 Sea off coast, co. Antrim, . Earl of Antrim, ..... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
82 Ditto, .... Lady Boyd, on behalf of Sir 11. H. Boyd, 

bart.
J. E. Leslie, .....

Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

84 Ditto, .... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, ,
97 Ditto, .... Earl of Antrim, ..... 29 April, 1871, . Ditto, 1 Ditto,

100 Ditto, .... Denis Black,....................................... 19 July, 1871, . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

116 Ditto, .... John Finlay, . ... < 9 July, 1872, Ditto,
Ditto,

1 Ditto, .
117 Ditto, .... Robert Woodside, . . . . 10 July, 1872, 1 Ditto, .

23 River Erne, .... Alicia Sheil, ..... 20 January, 1666, Ballyshannon, . 1 Stake net.
64 Sea off Coast of Sligo, Rt. Hon. W. Cowper Temple, 2 Mav, 1870, Ditto,
78 Sea off coast, co. Donegal, . H. G. Murray Stewart, 13 May, 1870, Ditto, 2 Ditto,
79 Inver Bay, .... William Sinclair, .... Ditto, Ditto, 2 Ditto ,
80 Sea off coast, co. Donegal, . . Marquis Conyngham, .... Ditto, Ditto, I Ditto’ .
83 Ditto, .... Ebenezer Bustard, .... Ditto, Ditto,

Ditto,
• Ditto’

90 River Erne, .... R. L. Moore and others, . . 7 February, 1871, 3 Ditto’ .

62 Island of Achill, Alexander Hector, .... 2 May, 1870, Bangor, 1 Bag net, .
68 Owenmore River, . . .

Owenmore and Ballycroy Rivers,
William Petrio, ..... 18 Mav, 1870, Ditto, 1 Fixed draft net

69 Helen Little, ..... 19 May, 1870, Ditto, 7 Ditto,
110 Sea off coast, co. Mayo, Sir F. A. K. Gore, bart., 25 May, 1872, Ditto, 2 Bag nets..
111 Ditto, ..... William Pike, ..... 1 July, 1872, . Ditto,

Ditto, 2 Ditto
112 Ditto, ..... Trustees Achill Mission, Ditto, 4 Ditto
113 Ditto, ..... Ditto, ..... Ditto, Ditto, 5 Ditto’ .

3 Ditto, .I'll Ditto, ..... Ditto, ..... Ditto, Ditto,

1 1 Sea off co. Londonderry, Henry O’Neill, ..... 31 August, 1865, . Coleraine,. 1 Bag Net, .
12 Sea off co. Antrim, . Thomas Black, ..... 21 October, 1865. . Ditto, 1 ifitto, .

4 Fixeddraft nets.I 93 Bann River, .... The Irish Society, .... 15 February, 1871, Ditto,

26 Ringabella Bay,
Cork Harbour, ....

Samuel Hodder, ..... 7 March, 1867, . Cork, 1 Bag Net,.
1 Stake net,
1 Ditto, .

86 Sampson French, .... 22 September, 1870, Ditto,
Ditto,119 Ditto, .... John Charles Bonnett, ... 28 December, 18/6,

13 Sea off co. Louth, Sir Alan E. Bellingham, 28 October, 1865, . Dundalk, . 1 Head Weir18 Ditto, .... John F. Jones, ..... 16 November, 1865, Ditto,
115 Ditto, .... Arthur Newcomen .... 10 July, 1872, Ditto, 1 Ditto, ’ .

4 Kenmare River, E. B. Hartopp,...................................... 16 January, 1866, . Kenmare, . 1 Ditto,
81 River Leenane (Estuary), . Sir J. Stewart, bart., .... 13 May, 1870, Letterkcnny, 1 Fixed draft net118 Sea off coast, co. Donegal, . Charles F. Stewart, ....

Alexander A. R:cbardson, .
19 June, 1873. Ditto, 3 Bag nets,

121 Estuary of Craua or Castle River, 3 October, 1877, . Ditto, I Fixed draft net
17 River Shannon, William B. Barrington, . 1 7 November, 1865, Limerick, . 1 Fly Net
24 Ditto, .... S. Cunningham,....................................... 16 March, 1866, Ditto, . ’ .

Ditto,
1 Stake Net

25 River Bunratty, Thomas Studdert, .... 11 February, 1867, 1 Head Weir,
31 Doonmore Strand, . . . John Scott, ..... 19 May, 1868, Ditto, I pinion Weir or 

Wall.
32 Doonbeg Strand, W. Stacpoole, . •

William Creagh Hickie,
Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto,

35 Shannon, .... 8 February, 18/0, Ditto,
36 Ditto, .... Colonel C. M. Vandeleur, Ditto, . Ditto . , 1 Ditto,
37 Clonderalaw Bay, Lord Annaly, ..... Ditto, . . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
38 Ditto, .... Ditto,................................................ Ditto, . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

89 Ditto, Ditto,...................................... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, ,
40 Ditto, «... R. W. C. Reeves, .... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto,
41 Ditto, .... Ditto, ...... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto,
42 Ditto, .... Ditto,................................................ Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto,
43 Ditto, .... Ditto, ...... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto,
44 Shannon, ..... Knight of Glin, ..... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto,

45 Ditto, ..... C. H. Minchin,...................................... Ditto, Ditto, J Ditto,
48 Clonderalaw Bay, . . Col. H. Hickman, .... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, . • j
49 Shannon, ..... John Griffin,...................................... Ditto, Ditto, I Ditto, .

52 Ditto, .... Leslie Wren, ..... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditt.s,; 53
1

Ditto, ..... Ditto..................................................... Ditto, . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
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fishing for Salmon or Trout (arranged in Districts).

into certificate 100.

No. Particulars of Size, &c. Observations.

65
67
85

109
o
3

6
7
8
9

JO
11
14
15
50
59
60
61
66

*70
71
72
73
74

82

84
97

100

116
117

23
64
78
79
80
83
90

62
68
69

110
111
112
113
114

1
12
93

26
86

119

13
18

115

4

81
118
121

17
24

31

32
35
36
37

38

39
40
41
42
43
44

45
48

49

52
53

6 nets, from 150 to 250 yards in longtli, ..... ......
3 nets, not exceeding 80 yards in length, ...........
Leaders, 50 fathoms long each ; and each bag about 7 feet wide, ..........................................................
Leaders, each 50 fathoms long ; heads, 6 fathoms each, .........

Leader, 72 yards ; net, 20 yards, .........................................................................................................
Leader, 50 yards ; net, 20 yards, ............. 
Leader, 600 feet; not, 66 feet, . ...... ......
Leader, 330 feet; net, 66 feel, ........ .....
Leader, 246 feet; net, 84 feet, ..... .......
Leader, 330 feet; net, 66 feet, ..... ................................................
Leader, 150 feet; net, 48 feet,...................................... .......................................
Leader, 240 feet; net, 66 feet, .........................................................................................................
Leader, 288 feet; net, 66 feet, ............. 
Net, 316 feet; head, 63 feet,.........................................................................................................

Ditto. ditto, .............
Leader, 115 yards long; head 43 feet long, ... ........
Leader, 95 yards long ; head, 21 yards long, ........... 
Leader, 74 yards long ; head, 21 yards long, ........... 
Length, 100 yards, ...............
Length, 100 yards, ...............
Length, 300 feet, ...............
Length, 80 yards, ...............
Length, 104 yards, ...............
Length, 90 yards, ...............
Length, 116 yards, . ............................................................................................................................
Length, 100 yards, ...............
Length, 90 yards, ...............................................................................................................................................

Length, 75 yards,....................................................................................  ....
120 yards long, ................ 
Length, 100 yards, ............................................................................................................................

43 fathoms long, ......................................................................................................................................
Leader, 74 yards long; head, 26 yards long,...............................................................................................

Land arm, 210 yards flood,............................................................................................................................
Length, 120 yards long, . . •.........................................................................................................
2 nets, not exceeding 250 yards in length,...............................................................................................
2 nets, 140 yards long, . ............................................................................................................................
Length, 130 yards, ...............
Length, 90 yards, ........... ....
Each 200 yards long, ..........................................................'............................................................

Leader, 150 yards long; head, 18 yards long, ..........
3 nets, not exceeding 120 yards in length,.....................................................................................  .
7 Ditto, 300 ditto, ...............................................................................................
Leaders, 40 fathoms long ; heads, 5 fathoms long, .......... 
Leaders, 40 fathoms long, and heads 5 fathoms long, ...
Leaders, 40 fathoms ; heads, 5 fathoms long,...............................................................................................
Leaders, 40 fathoms long; head, 5 fathoms long, . . .........................................................

Ditto, ditto, ......................................................................................

Net, 138 yards—first pole from shore, 12 yards; last do., 150 yards, ...... 
Leader, 330 feet: net, 66 feet...........................................................................................................................
Not exceeding 240 yards length, . .

Leader, 240 feet; length of net, 22 feet,
Length, 60 yards,
Length, 158 feet—such measurement not to extend said fixed engine beyond the low water mark of 

ordinary spring tides.
South side, 627 feet; east side, 204 A feet; Fish Pass south side, 3J feet; open at end in river 4 A feet 
Leader, 360 feet; bag, 42 feet; first pole, 300 feet from fixed point on shore, . . . ’ 3 ’ ’
Leader, 50 fathoms long ; head, 9 fathoms, . . » .

Leader, 240 feet; net, 54 feet,.......................................» • ■ . P

Length, 120 yards,...................................................................................................................
Leaders not exceeding 80 yards each in length, and the heads 24 yards in length and 10 yards in width" 
Length uot exceeding 95 yards,................................................................... ......... . . . ’
Weir 190 feet; H.W.M. to in-pole, 90 feet,...................................................................
Wing, 42 yards ; ebb wing, 44 yards,............................................................................................... ‘ ‘
138 feet; 18 feet eye, ......................................................................................................................................
660 feet, ..........................................................................................................................................................

1,254 feet. .........................................................................................................................................................
306 yards long, . . • • • • ’ j m" •.........................................................
The leader, 274 feet long; and head, 50 feet long and 19 feet wide, . . . ...
The first or shore leader 167 yards long; the head 20 yards long and 14j yards wide. The second 

leader 136 yards long; and the second head 20 yards long and 14A yards wide.
The first or shore leader, 154 yards long ; first head, 20 yards long and 14£ yards wide. The second 

leader, 130 yards long; second head, 20 yards long and 14A yards wide.
The leader 120 yards long, and the head 20 yards long by 14| yards wide,......................................
The leader 60 yards long, and the head 26 yards long and 7 yards wide,...............................................
The leader 115 yards long, and the head 28 yards long and 12 yards wide,......................................
The leader 78 yards long, and the head 28 yards long and 9 yards wide,...............................................
The leader 80 yards long, and the head 28 yards long and 11 yards wide,......................................
The first leader 492 feet long; first head 45J feet. Second leader, 224 feet long; second head, 73 J feet.

Third leader 242 feet long; third head, 72 feet; and the fourth leader, 272^ feet long; fourth head, 
73 feet.

Leader. 49A yards long; and head, 3- yards long, .......... 
The first leader, 169 yards long; first head, 14 yards long. Second leader, 111 yards long; seconc 

head, 3A yards long.
The first leader, 332 feet long ; first head, 39 feet long and 15 feet wide. Second leader.233 feet long 

second head, 73 feet long and 16J feet wide. Third leader, 183 feet long ; bead, 97 feet long anti 
17 feet wide.

Entire length, 324 yards,............................................................................ ...............................................
Entire length, 167 yards,...........................................................................................................................

Scurmore fixed nets. 
Kilcummin bag nets. 
Enniscrone nets.

Larrybane net.
Carrickaraide net.
Curran net.
Big Duncan net.
Portbradden net.
Skerryvan net.
Torr net.
Little Duncan net.
Portneen net.
Portfad net.
Portmoon net.
Carnlough net.
Blackrock.bag net. 
Glashan Island bag net.
Creggantagh net.
Ballycastle net.
Moneyvart fixed draft net. 
Ballyteerim fixed net.
Clarepark fixed net. 
Currysbeskin fixed net. 
Red Bay fixed draft net. 
Layd fixed draft net.
Kinbane net.

Templastragh net.
Pier net.
Moneyvart, otherwise

Portvinegar, draft net.
Sleans net.
Cregganboy net.

Erne weir.
Mullaghmore net. 
Muckross& Gortalianets. 
Inver nets.
Ballyederlane net.
Drumbanan net.

Keel net.
Owenmore nets.
Tullaghan nets.
Cushlecka and Dooghbeg nets. 
Dooega nets.
Slievemore nets.
Doogort nets.
Keel nets.

Ballygelagh net.
Flagstaff net.

Ringabella net.
Cuskinny net.
Bennett's Court stake net.

Castlebellingham weir. 
Draghenstown net.
St. Dennis's Well net.

Rath.

Leenane net.
Horn Head nets.
Crana fixed net.
Shannon Lawn weir.
Ayleroebeg weir.
Bunratty weir.
Dooumore weir.

Doonbeg weir.
Cloonaman weir.
Mount Shannon weir. 
Millpark weir.

Lacknabahee weir.

Lakyle weir.
Lynch’s Point weir. 
Park Ruagh weir. 
Poulnagulky weir.
Woodpoint weir.
Long Rock weir.

Killacolla weir. 
Kilmorc Point weir.

Carrowbanebeg weir.

Carrignne weir.
Kylataliin weir.

Certificates 
for Fixed 
Engines.

K 2
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Certificates 
for Fixed 
Engines.

Certificates granted up to 31st December, 1877, for Fixed

No. Place. Kamo of Person to whom 
Certificate granted.

Date of 
Certificate.

District in which 
Net situated.

Description of 
Fixed Net.

54 Shannon, ..... Baron Monteagle, > . . • . • . 11 February, 1870, Limerick, . 1 Stoke Net,
55 Ditto,...................................... • Ditto, ...... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
56 Ditto, ..... ■ Ditto, • . . • . •. . Ditto, Ditto, . 1 Ditto, .

57 Ditto,...................................... Ditto, ....•• Ditto, Ditto, . 1 Ditto, .

.58 Ditto, . . . . ■ . Thomas Sandes, ..... 12 March, 1870, . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
87 Ditto, .. .. Robert Leslie, ..... 1G January, 1871, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
88 Ditto, ..... Ditto, . . Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
89 Ditto, ..... Thomas Sandes, ..... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

101 Ditto, .... Lord Annally, . . - . . 10 November, 187' Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
102 Ditto,...................................... Ditto,............................................... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
103 Ditto. ..... R. W. C. Reeves, .... 11 November. 1871, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
104 Ditto, ..... Colonel Vandeleur, . ■ . . 10 November, 1871. Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
105 Ditto, ..... Ditto, . . . . . 11 November, 1871, Ditto, 2 Ditto, .

106 Ditto,...................................... Ditto, ...... 10 November, 1871, Ditto, 1 Ditto, . .
107 Ditto, ..... Benjamin Cox, . . . . • . 11 November, 1871, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
120 Ditto, ..... Randal Borough,...................................... 12 May, 1877, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

10 Ballvcotton Bay, John Litton, ..... 31 October, 1865,. Lismore, . 1 Bag Net, .
28 River Blackwater, . John Neil and William Hennessy, 14 January, 1868, . Ditto, 1 Stake Net,
98 Ditto, . . . ■ . Trustees, Provincial Bank,- . . • . 15 February, 1872, • Ditto, . 1 Stake Weir,

99 Ditto, . . . . Hon. C. W. Moore Smyth, . 21 June, 1871, . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
20 Lough Foyle, .... The Irish Society, . . . . 2 January, 1866,. Londonderry, 1 Stake Net,

21 Ditto, .... Ditto, ...... Ditto, , Ditto, . 1 Ditto, . ,

22 Ditto, .... Ditto,................................................ Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
30 Sea off co. Donegal, . George Young, . . • . • 27 April, 1868, Ditto, 1 Bag Net,.

1 Ditto, .33 J litto, .... Ditto,............................................... 6 October, 1868, . Ditto,
34 Ditto, .... Ditto, ...... Ditto, Ditto, . 1 Ditto, .
03 MagiJligan Strand, Sir H. H. Bruce, bart., 2 May, 1870, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
76 Sea off coast, co. Londonderry, . Alexander Shuldham, A. W. White, and 

R. J. Broughton.
11 May, 1870, Ditto, . 4 Fixed draft nets,

77 Ditto, i John Cromie, . ... Ditto, Ditto, 3 Ditto, .
92 Magilligan Strand, Sir II. Bruce, hart., . • . . 22 April, 1871, . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
94 Ditto, .... James M‘Gowery, . . 15 February, 1871, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
95 Ditto, ..... William Lorton, ..... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto,
96 River Foyle, .... The Irish Society, . . Ditto, Ditto, 8 Ditto, .
27 Sea off co. Sligo, Ormsby Jones, ..... 4 November, 1867, Sligo, 1 Bag Net, .
29 Ditto, .... Lady Palmerston and Kight Hon.’ W. 

Cowper-Temple.
20 January, 1868, . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

91 Sligo River, .... Abraham Martin, . . 20 February, 1871, Ditto, 2 Fixed draft nets,
108 Drumcliffe River, William Petrie, . . . 12 April, 1872, .

4 December, 1865,
Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

19 | Barrow, otherwise Suir, Nore, and 
Barrow conjoined.

Lord Templemore, .... Waterford, 1 Head Weir,

46 Waterford Harbour, . A. N. O’Neill, ..... 8 February, 1870, Ditto, 1 Stake Net,
47 1 Ditto,...................................... Ditto,.............................................. Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
51 King’s Channel, . . Ditto, . ■ . . . . • Ditto, . Ditto, . 2 Ditto, .

Appendix, 
No. 15. Appendix,

Result of Inquiries held by the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries into the Legality or Illegality

No. Where Fixed Not situated. Description of 
Fixed Not.

Name of Person 
maintaining and using 

Fixod Not.

Name of Owner of Fixed 
Net, or of Land to 

which Not attached.
Name of Townland 

to which Net attached. Parish.

387 Off Achill Island, 5 Bag nets, Murray Maegregor 
Blacker and Charles 
Boycott.

Achill Mission, Keel, West, . Achill,

388 Sea off coast, County Mayo, 2 Do. Earl of Cavan,
John Charles Bennett,

Earl of Cavan,
John Charles Bennett,

Tonatanvally, Do. .
389 Cork Harbour, 1 Stake net, • Ballymore, . Templerobin,
390 Sea off coast, County Mayo, 2 Bag nets,

6 Fixed draft nets,
Charles S. S. Dickens, Charles S. S. Dickens, Bolinglanna, Achill,

391 Owenmore River, Miller Brothers, 1 ullaghanduff, Tristria, 
Doohooma, Gweesalia, 
and Tullaghanbaun.

Kilcommon,

392 Cork Harbour, 1 Stake net, John Charles Bennett, John Charles Bennett. Ballymore, . Templerobin,
393 River Shannon, off Scat- 

tery Island.
1 Do. Marcus Keane,. Marcus Keane,. Scattery Island, . Kilrush, ,

394 Do. 1 Do. Do. Do. Do. Do.
395 Do. 1 Do. Do. Do. Do. Do.
396 Do. 1 Do. Do. Do. Do. Do.
397 River Shannon, 1 Do. Randal Borough, Randal Borough, Shangannagh, Moyarta. .
398 Buncrana or Castle River, 1 Fixed draft net, Alex. A. Richardson, Alex. A. Richardson, Ardaravan, . Fahan, Lower,
399 Off Owey and Lower Cruit 

Islands.
2 Bag nets, John Stouppe Charley, John Stouppe Charley, Owey and Lower Cruit, remplecrone,
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Encnnes for fishing for Salmon or Trout—continued.

No. Particulars of Size, &c. Observations.

54
55
56

57

58
87
88
89

101
102
103
104
105

106
107
120

1G
28
98

99
20

21

22
30
33
34
63
76

<;b
94
95
96
27
29

91
108

19

46
47
51

Leader, 200 feet long; head, 84 feet long.....................................................................................................
Leader, 187 feet long; head, 80 feet long, and 18 feet 6 inches wide, ......
The first leader, 398 feet long; first head 103 feet long and 14 feet ■wide. Second leader, 235 feet long; 

second head, 96 feet long and 19 feet wide.
The first leader, 300 feet long; first head, 40 feet long and 33 feet wide. Second leader, 210 feet long; 

second head, 93 feet long, 18 feet wide.
Size—327 feet from high-water mark,.............................................................

Length, 67 yards, . .........................................................................................................................
Length, 32 yards 2 feet, .............. 
Leader, 1 10 yards long,.........................................................................................................................
Leader, 70 yards long,.................................................................. ................................................................
Leader, 103 yards long; head, 26 yards, and 8 wide,..........................................................................
Leader, 69 yards long; head, 7 yards long,...................................................................................  -
E. Weir, leader, 78 yards long; head, 17 yards—W.-Weir-leader, 95 yards long; 3 heads each, 17 

yards long.

5 leaders, each 120 yards, and 5 heads, each 17 yards long, . . . • . .
4 heads, whole length not to exceed 550 yards, measurements not to extend fixed engine below 

low water of ordinary spring tides.
271 feet, .................
185 feet, Leader, .............
Length of Shore-arm, 70 feet; body of Weir, 83 feet; Flood-arm, 15 feet; large yard, width, 18 feet; 

Fish pocket, width, 17 feet.
Leader, 94 feet long; head, 108 feet—Ballinatroy Weir,.............................................  . .
In-pole of Shore Leader to outer pole of same, 153 feet; out-polc of do. to do. of Ebb Leader, 82 feet;

out-pole of chambers of net channelwards, 17 feet.
In-pole of Shore Leader to outer pole of same, 196 feet; out-polo of do. to do. of Flood Leader, 112 
feet; out-polo of chambers of net channelwards, 22 feet.

In-pole of Shore Leader to outer pole of same, 262 feet; out-pole of do. to do. of Flood Leader, 152 feet, 
348 feet, inner to outer pole,................................................................................................................
Leader, 270 feet; bag, 78 feet, . ........................................................................................................

Ditto, ditto, ................................................................................................................
Leader, 315 yards long; head, 17 yards long, . ..........
2—320 yards in length ; and 2—140 yards in length, ......................................................................... »

2 nets, 150 yards long; and 1—122 yards long,...................................................................................
Not exceeding 240 yards length,
160 yards long,.................................................................................... ......................................................
150 yards long. ................ 
From 100 to 200 yards long,
Leader, 110 yards ; length of net, 20 yards,
366 feet, inner to outer pole;. . ... . . . . . • •

Shore wing, 225 feet; channel wing, 94 feet; space between sboro wing and rock, 45 feet, .

The first leader, 383 yards long ; and the second leader, 436 yards 1 foot long, ....
The first leader, 552 yards long second leader, 398 yards 1 foot long, ...... 
Lower weir—leader, 88 yards long; upper weir—leader, 33 yards long. The head or pocket of the 

former extending from west to east 34 yards in breadth, and the latter extending from west to east 
52 yards.

Foyne’s Island (south) weir.
Foyne’s Island (north) weir.
Durnish weir.

Mount Trenchard whir.

Coolnanoonagh weir.
Tarbert net.
Kilpadogue net.
Ralapane net.
River weir.
Battery weir.
Poulnadarree weir.
Ayelvarroo or Ballynote west weir. 
Carrowdotia eastern western weirs.

Colmanstown weir. ’ 
Clarefield weir.
Shangannagh weir.

Ballycotton net.
Scart weir.
Stael weir.

Ballynatray weir.
The Crook weir.

The Shell Rock weir.

The Chapel Brook weir.
Claggan net.
Bunnagee net.
Carrickafual net.
Ballymaclary net.
Crossreagh and Tullaghnurney nets.

Mullaghacall nets.

Streedagh net.
Mullaghmore net.

Drumcliffe net.
Buttermilk Castlo weir.

Knockavelish weir.
Woodstown weir.
King’s Channel weirs (2).
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of Fixed Nets erected or used for catching Salmon in Ireland, continued from the Report for 1875.

No. Barony. County.

387 Burrishoole, . Mayo, .

388 Do. . . Do389 Barrymore,.
390 Burrishoole, ■ . Ma5'o,

*
391 Erris, Do.

392 Barrymore, Cork,
393 Moyarta, • Clare,

394 Do. • Do.
395 Do. • Do.
396 Do. . Do.
397 Do. . Do.
398 Inishowen, West Donegal, .
399 Boylagh, .

___________

Do.

Judgment of Commissioners. Date of Judgment.
Whether Judgment 

of Commissioners 
appealed against.

Result of Appeal 
in Court of 

Queen’s Bonoh.

• Dismissed, ...... 17th Feb., 1875. —

Do................................................ Do.
• Report made to Court, — — Certificate granted
• Refused, ...... 22nd Feb. 1877.
• Dismissed without prejudice, . . 6th March, 1877. — —

Dismissed, ...... 3rd April, 1877. _
Certificate refused, site of proposed net 

being where a weir before condemned.
25th & 26th Do. Appeal pending. —

Illegal; no title,..................................... Do. Do. __
Do. . Do. Do. __
Do....................................... Do. Do. —

Legal,............................................... . 12th Mav, 1877. —
Legal,........................................................ 9th July, 1877. __ — .
Illegal; no title, . 0 * * . Hth „ 1 Appeal. —
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No. 16.
----  Rivers, the Tidal and Fresh Water Boundaries of which have been defined.

River. Boundary. Date

Adrigole, i Adrigole Bridge, ....... ....... 10th June, 1871.
Bandon, The Bridge at Innoshannon, known as the Innoshannon Bridge,...................................... 19th January, 1865.
Bann, The Down Stream end of Fishing Weir, known as the Cutts,............................................... 12th November, 1875.
Barrow The lowest Weir or Dam used for navigation purposes, near St. Mullins, in county Carlow,. 16th March, 1864.
Boyne, . Eastern Point of Grove Island at Oldbridge, ......... 8th April, 1868.
Bride, ... Tallow Bridge Quay, .................................................................................... 26th January, 1874.
Carragb, The Carragb Bridge, being the bridge immediately seaward of the Salmon Weir, . . . 19th January, 1865.
Carrigboy, Carrigboy Bridge, . . . . . *. . . . . 10th June, 1871.
Dee, Willistown Weir, ........... .. 28th May, 1872.
Deel or Askeaton, . Askeaton Bridge, . ....................................................................................................... 26th November, 1870.
Eske, Foot Bridge above Donegal Bridge,............................................................................................. 17th July, 1868.
Fane, . The Railway Bridge across said River,.................................................................................... 16 th May, 1871.
Feale, . The Road leading through Killacrim from the Road leading from Listowel to Enrismore by 

a line drawn in continuation of said Killacrim Road across River.
4th October, 1875.

Fergus, . The Bridge commonly known as the New Bridge, immediately below the Club House, at Ennis, 9th April, 1364.
Galey or Geale, The Stream called and known by the name of the Gerah-Gloss, between the townlands of 

Gortacrossane and Beennameelane.
4th October, 18/5.

Glengariffe, . 10th June, 1871.
Glyde, . Lynn’s Weir, 28th May, 1872.
Inch, Adare Bridge,................................................................................................................................... 1st February, 1866.
Laune, . The shallow at the head of the Pool, commonly called the Cat Pool,...................................... 2Gth July, 1865.
Lee, The Weir or Dam at the Water Works of Cork, known as the Water Works Weir, 12th August, ]86L
Lilley, . The "Weir or Dam on said river known as the Island Bridge Weir............................................... 12th August, 1864.
Maigue,. The Bridge across river immediately outside and seaward of the Adare Demesne, 12th August, 1864.
Maine, . A straight line drawn across river at right angles with its course at the boundary between the 

townlands of Coolclieve and Ballyfinnane.
26th July, 1865.

Mealagh or Dunna- 
mark.

Wooden Bridge at Dbnnamark Mill, .". . . . . . . . 10th June, 1871.

.Moy, The foot of the falls immediately below the Weirs at Ballina, . . . 4 . 26th July, 1865.
Nore, The Innistiogue Bridge,.................................................................................... . . 16th March, 1864.
Owvane or Bally- 

lickey.
The Ballylickey Bridge on the High Road, ............................................................................ 10th June 1871.

Shannon, The Weir or Dam known as the Corbally Mill Weir, ........ 9th April, 1864.
Shinina, . The Castle Bridge near Newcastle, .......... 25th August, 1869.
Slaney, . 1st February, 186G.
Sligo or Garvogue, The Mill Dam above Victoria Bridge, in town of Sligo, f. . . , » . . 11th February, 1871.
Snave or Coomhola, Snave Bridge, ........... ... 10th June, 1871.
Suir, A line drawn across river at and opposite to the most up-stream part of the Coolnamuck Weir, 16th March, 1864.

Appendix, 
No. 17.

Appendix, No. 17.
Quantity of Salmon exported to undermentioned places in England, from Ireland, from 1st 

January to 31st December, 1877.

London, 
Nottingham, 
Bradford, 
Manchester,
Sheffield,
Wolverhampton, 
Leeds, 
Liverpool, . 
Birmingham,

No. of Boxes 
of 150 lbs. each.
. 6,373

3,020 
. 3,297
. 6,911

4,699
. 2,980
. 4,877
. 8,768

7,009

Total, 1877,

Total, 1876,

Increase.

47,934 computed at Is. 3d. per lb.

. 46,058J

. -7,875|

Value delivered at foregoing places would bo 
.£449,381 5 s.

Appendix, 
No. 18. Appendix, No. 18.

Quantity of Salmon consigned to Billingsgate Market, from Ireland, during the year 1877
7,008 large boxes, average weight 150 lbs. each, at Is. 3d. per lb., equal to £65,700.
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