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OF THE

INSPECTORS OF IRISH FISHERIES
ON THE

SEA AND INLAND FISHERIES OF IRELAND, FOR 1876.

TO HIS GRACE JOHN WINSTON, DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH, K.G.,
&c., &c., &c.

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND.

May it please your Grace,
In conformity with the 112th sec. of 5th & 6th Vic., cap. 106, we beg to submit our 

Report for the year 1876, being the eighth since our appointment.

Sea Fisheries.
The number of craft of all descriptions returned as engaged in fishing for sale in 1876 

was 5,965, and the crews 22,773 men and 920 boys.
Of these the number returned as being solely engaged in fishing was 1,283, and crews 

5,731 men and 374 boys ; nearly altogether engaged fishing, 644—crews, 2,162 men and 
86 boys ; and only partially engaged in fishing, 4,038—crews, 14,880 men and 460 boys.

The number in 1875 were shown as—craft 5,919 and the crews 23,108, showing an 
apparent increase of 46 craft and crews of 585.

Great irregularities have occurred in carrying out the registration of boats and vessels 
in Ireland since 1842, so much so that we consider it necessary to state that little reliance 
can be placed upon the returns of boats, men, and boys engaged in former years in the sea 
fisheries, for we found it was the practice some years ago to register and return, as boats 
and vessels engaged in the fisheries, every boat in the different divisions, whether used 
for cutting seaweed, carrying passengers, turf, sand, or other commodities, fishing, or 
pleasure, and a crew was assigned to each without ascertaining if such actually existed. 
No proper comparison can therefore be made between the numbers actually engaged in 
sea fishing during the past and former years. Even now, notwithstanding the efforts 
we have made, personally as well as by circulars issued to the Coast-guard, great 
discrepancies occur between one year and another, so that our present returns cannot 
be taken as reliable.

By a plan we propose introducing this year we hope to secure greater accuracy is. 
such details.

Acting on the suggestion of the Government to curtail as much as possible the size of 
our Report, we have omitted from the Appendices many details heretofore furnished in 
former Reports. In our present one we give a short account of the state of the fisheries 
in each division to which we beg to refer. (See pages 8-22.)

The capture of Herrings on the east coast during the past year was less than in 1875.
The Mackerel fishing on the south coast was greater.
It is to be regretted that notwithstanding the large amount of pilchards appearing 

off the coasts of Cork and Kerry adequate means are not adopted for their capture and cure.
Along a great portion of the coast the fishermen suffered severely from vast shoals 

of Dog-fish that appeared. In addition to a large amount of fish devoured by them, 
their presence had the effect of scaring away fish that would otherwise enter the bays, 
and great loss also resulted by the destruction of lines and nets.

The fish are generally keeping further out to sea than formerly, which places those 
fishermen who are not provided with suitable boats and gear to pursue their calling in 
some places in deeper water, at a great disadvantage.
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The conduct of the fishermen is most satisfactory. They are reported by the Coast 
Guard Officers as most peaceable and orderly.

The want of a properly equipped vessel attached to our department prevents us having 
an advantage for which for some years we have strongly represented the necessity, for 
the purpose of enabling us to make useful investigations, to visit islands usually difficult 
of access, and to aid in enforcing the fishery laws. We have felt this want particularly 
during the last year.

The Board of Works have informed all applicants for forms of memorial under the 
Fishery Piers and Harbours Acts, that they have received instructions that no further 
applications for grants in aid of fishery piers were to be brought before the Treasury for 
the present. This was done in consequence of the contemplated improvements at Ar Ido w 
and Ardglass. We regret this decision. There can be no doubt that the proposed works in 
these places when carried out will prove of great advantage to the fishermen frequenting 
them, particularly to the Scotch and English vessels resorting to Ardglass, and a great 
impetus will be given to the fisheries on the north-east and east coasts. It will, however, 
be much to be deplored if the smaller~fishermen around the rest of the coast are, in 
consequence, to be deprived, even for a few years, of the benefit of these Acts, which 
usually enabled a locality to obtain a grant for a fishery pier or harbour when the 
necessity for it was satisfactorily shown, on raising the requisite proportion towards the 
expense of construction.

We have brought the Trawling experiments in Galway Bay, which have been going on 
for some years, and referred to in our former reports, to a close. The result of those 
investigations, carefully carried on by the Coast Guard, prove that no ova or spawn is 
taken up by the trawl, and a very small amount of immatuie, as compared with 
marketable fish. .

Being very desirous of obtaining as much information as possible, with regard to the 
manner in which edible fish dispose of their ova; with the permission of the Ad
miralty we requested the head of the Natural History Department of Hei Majesty s ship 
Challenger, to make certain observations, during the expedition of that vessel with a 
view of assisting our inquiries. This he kindly consented to do, and at his request we 
prepared instructions as to the nature of the investigations we desired to have made, 
and expressed our readiness to assist in the operations in the seas surrounding the 
United Kingdom. As we have not yet received a report on the subject we have ad
dressed an inquiry to the Admiralty, and trust shortly to receive the information we so 
much desire.

In addition to our ordinary duties in 1876 we prepared a special Report by direction 
of the Chief Secretary for Ireland, on the Oyster fisheries.

We also, by direction of the Lord Lieutenant, submitted a special report as to the 
advisability of extending to Ireland the Scotch Branding system ; and also as to whether 
any practical benefit would really be derived from such extension having regard to the 
circumstances of the Irish Herring fishery trade. For this purpose we held local in
quiries at the principal places near which Herrings are captured, and one of our Board 
visited Scotland for the purpose of the inquiry.

We also, by direction of the Government, made a report on the state of the Crab and 
Lobster fisheries, and the best means to be adopted for their preservation. This involved 
the holding of forty-one meetings around the coast, besides numerous passing inquiries.

We may remark, with regard to the first subject, the Oyster fisheries, that they continue 
in about the same state as we represented them to be last year, viz.—the natural 
beds declining in production, and little being done by the owners of private 
beds, with the exception of some who have been importing young French oysters, 
with a view of stocking their beds, seed oysters being now very difficult to procure in 
Ireland.

With regard to Branding, we felt it our duty to report that under existing circumstances 
we were unable to recommend extension of the system to Ireland—there being, firstly, no 
l>ona fide desire for it existing amongst the Irish fishermen or curers ; and secondly, that 
the fish caught in Ireland and sold fresh, realized a much higher price to the captors than 
the price received by the fishermen in Scotland, and cured for the foreign markets, and 
that no material benefit would therefore really be derived from such extension.

With regard to the Crab and Lobster fisheries, we found that on the whole, the supply 
had not decreased around our coasts. That when any decrease was found to have taken 
place, it was where great facilities existed for ready transit to England. With a view 
to preservation, we reported that it would be desirable to limit the size of Crabs to be 
taken to five inches in length across the back at their greatest measurement, and Lobsters 
to nine inches from the end of the tail, to what is usually called the tip of the beak.



INSPECTORS OF IRISH FISHERIES. 5

A very important and onerous part of our duties, since the passing of the Irish 
Reproductive Loan Fund Act, 37 & 38 Vic., cap. 86, has been the distribution of loans.

A special report from each Inspector will be found with regard to their operation in the 
Counties under his charge. We may here remark, however, that our chief difficulty has 
been the ascertainment of the proper application of the money. There can be no doubt 
that in some instances it has not been as fully applied to the purposes intended as it 
should have been. Generally speaking, we believe it has been fairly applied, and that 
great benefits, in some cases, have resulted to the fishermen, and an impetus given to 
fishing industry. That we took the utmost pains to see that the securities were good 
is shown by the gratifying fact of the almost universal punctuality with which the instal
ments have been paid.

The amount available for 1876 was .£6,861. Of this £4,512 were distributed in loans, 
the repayments generally extending over a period of three years, repayable by half-yearly 
instalments. Up to the 12th instant, on which day we received the last return from the 
Board of Works, the sum in arrear on account of the loans of 1876 only amounted to 
£14 3s. 2cZ. The amount due on loans made in 1875 was £4 17s. 6cZ. In a few instances 
proceedings had to be instituted to enforce the payment.

As will be seen in the Counties of Leitrim, Kerry, Sligo, and Limerick the amount 
available for loans was not applied for, whilst in the Counties of Galway, Cork, Mayo, 
and Clare the amount applied for exceeded the sums at our disposal. Details will be 
found in the reports of each Inspector with regard to the administration of the loans 
in the different counties.

The Herring Fishery.
The capture was less than the preceding year.
The following shows the quantity brought into the principal places along the east 

coast, where this fishery is for the most part carried on, with the prices and amount 
realized, and the nationalities of the various boats engaged, so far as could be ascer
tained :—

Fishery Station.
No. of 
Mease 

captured, 
1875.

Average 
price per 

Mease, 
1875.

Gross Receipts, 
1875.

No. of
Mease 

captured, 
1876.

Average 
price per 

Mease, 
1876.

Gross Receipts, 
1876.

Decrease 
in cap
ture, 
1876.

Increase 
in cap
ture, 
1876.

Decrease in 
amount 

realized, 1S76.

Increase in 
amount 

realized, 1876.

Howth,
Arklow,
Annalong, .
Ardglass,
Kilkeel,
Greenore,
Omeath& Warrenpoint, 
Kinsale,

67,371
14,871

76,957
1,600

15,311
4,208

£ s. d.
1 6 10J
16 3

0 17 6

£ S. d.
90,502 5 6
19,527 14 0

65,671 5 6
1,360 0 0

15,471 0 0
3,353 5 6

86,910
4,777
1,500

62,508
5,400

12,017
4,278
1,002

£ s. d.
1 6 10
1 18 2J
110
1 1 101
16 0
1 10 61
118
1 11 9

£ S. d.
116,613 6 6

9,125 2 0
1,575 0 0

68,349 13 6
6,552 0 0

18,360 17 0
4,636 15 0
1,590 13 6

10,094

14,409

3,294

19,539

3,800

70

£ S. d.

10,402 12 0

£ S. d.
26,111 1 0

2,678 8 0
5,192 0 0
2,889 17 0
1,283 9 6

Total, . 180,318 195,821 IS 0 178,392 15 5 226,803 7 6

The highest number of boats of each country at Howth during the season was—- 
Cornish, 206 ; Irish, 209; Scotch, 224; Manx, 133.

At Ardglass, the highest average number that fished during one day (23rd July) was 
—Scotch, 140 ; Manx, 20 ; Irish, 42 ; Cornish, 19.

Encouraged by the reports of the large shoals of herrings appearing off Sheephaven, 
county Donegal, a number of Scotch boats proceeded there during the season, but owing 
to the state of the weather, as it is supposed, the herrings did not appear, unless in very 
small numbers, so that the expedition failed, and a considerable pecuniary loss was 
unfortunately entailed.

The Mackerel Fishery.
The official returns for 1876 show a gross capture of 139,083 boxes of six score fish in 

each ; the prices varied from 3s. to £5 per box. Total amount realized, £110,223 Ils. 3c/.
The regular Mackerel fishing season commences about the middle of March, and ends 

about the last of June. During that period the lowest price obtained was 12s. per box. 
A few boats remained fishing until the end of September, and in one week (endino- 30th 
July) seven boats captured 28,500 fish ; it was during this week that the price fell to 3s. 
per box.

The average price for the total quantity taken was something under 16s. per box of 
six score.

Total capture at above Stations, 1875, 
„ „ 1876,

. . 180,318 Mease.
. . 178,392 „

Total Decrease, . . . . . 1,926 „
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In 1875, the capture was 121,533 boxes of six score each, the prices varying from 
Is. 2|d. to £3 10s. per box.

On the 11th March only one boat had commenced mackerel fishing. On the 19th 
there were 100 so employed; and on that date it was reported that one boat had been 
so fortunate as to earn over £300—enough to remunerate all concerned for the entire 
season. In the early part of the season large numbers of nets were lost in the severe 
weather that then prevailed, but generally the season was a very good one.

It is reported that five Kinsale boats earned over £3,000 for the season—dividing as 
much as £33 per man ; and we have seen a return of the-capture by seven other boats, 
which amounted to very much the same average for each, viz., about £600.

It is believed by some experienced men that if the boats commenced the Mackerel 
fishing earlier—starting from Crookhaven—it would pay well, as the earliest great 
catches have generally been made about Cape Clear and the Fastnet Rocks.

There were 217 English and Manx boats, 13 Scotch, and 133 Irish engaged in this 
fishery, besides over 60 large French Luggers.

The latter scarcely ever enter the harbour of Kinsale, but remain to the westward, 
sheltering in the Bays of Castletownsend, Union Hall, and Baltimore, where they are 
not required to pay harbour dues.

During the season there were seven steamers and eleven cutters engaged in carrying 
this fish to England, the formerat an expense of £350 to £400 per month for each vessel, 
beside paying all light and harbour dues, coals, and pilotage.

There were seven barges with a supply of 4,400 tons of ice.
The Mackerel fishing is becoming more important each successive year, and it confers 

great benefits not only upon the town of Kinsale itself, but upon the surrounding districts, 
by giving employment to a considerable number of people at very remunerative wages 
and in other ways, as for instance, in addition to the fishermen, there are from 350 to 
400 men constantly employed by the buyers to man their boats, to grind the ice, as 
packers, labourers, and supernumeraries of one kind or another.

The Pilchard Fishery.
Large shoals of Pilchards appeared off the coasts of Cork and Kerry during the year, 

principally from July to end of October—some as late as November.
I hey appeared in the greatest abundance off the Cork coast, and in many places 

came close in to the shore, such as near Courtmacsherry, Mill Cove, Barlogue, Union 
Hall, and Castletownsend; at Mill Cove they came so close in, that a good number 
were captured by small seines drawn in upon the rocks.

No efforts have yet been made to cure for the continental markets, but some have 
been cured for home consumption on various parts of the coast. By degrees, this fish 
is being regarded with more favour by the country people, and if they continue to 
frequent our coasts as they have now done for some years, there is little doubt but that 
a considerable trade will result, as they come more into favour.

1 he total capture of the fish on the coasts of Cornwall in 1876, was under 7,000 
hogsheads, of these only from 3 to 400 hogsheads were captured, during the summer 
fishing which ends on 15th September, these produced from 63s. to 67s. per hogshead. 
The main take was in the autumn and winter, and they wont as high in price as 100s. 
per hogshead.
. With the facilities possessed by the county of Cork, for valuable Pilchard Fisheries, 
it is most surprising, that some enterprising persons have not been induced to establish 
a curing establishment before this.

As mentioned in a former Report, Italy will absorb at fair prices, as much as 30,000 
hogsheads annually, and depends upon Cornwall for the supply. By the returns received 
it would appear that the total takes in Cornwall for the last three years are as 
follows : 1874, 7,543j hogsheads; 1875, 7,337|; and in 1876, 6,700 hogsheads.

As a matter of course if a large quantity were captured there would probably be a 
considerable reduction in the price ; but even supposing an additional 10,000 hogs
heads were contributed from Ireland there is no doubt but that the speculation would 
pay well.

The Oyster Fisheries.
In our preceding Reports we have exhausted almost everything that can be said on 

this subject.
During the year we granted 9 new licenses, and withdrew 13 on account of the 

Licensees not having fulfilled the conditions on which grants were made.
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There are now 122 licensed beds, occupying 20,570 acres of foreshore and sea-bottom.
We have endeavoured to ascertain the amount of ground in each instance available 

for cultivation, and from the answers received, we conclude, that but a very small propor
tion is suitable for the purpose.

The excess of ground granted over what is availed- of, arises from parties frequently 
seeking a larger amount than they intend to cultivate, in order after trial to select 
suitable portions and to protect the valuable parts from encroachment.

With regard to a great number of the licensed beds, proper means are not adopted to 
cultivate, and we shall according as other duties permit, continue to hold local inquiries 
with a view of withdrawing licenses where the holders do not comply with the conditions 
on which they obtained them.

Some Licensees failing to obtain sufficient young stock in Ireland are complying with 
our requirements by importing them from France. Some millions of French oysters 
have, during the last five years, been laid down in different beds; the results have 
proved satisfactory.

Seed oysters can be imported at from 185. to 405. per thousand, according to size. 
In favourable situations, a year will render the more matured ones suitable for market, 
and at the present price the profits vrould be considerable. Spatting has, for some 
years past in Ireland, proved so unfavourable, that we must look to France, or other 
countries more fortunate in this respect than ours for the replenishment of our beds, 
unless some favourable change occurs.

The spatting m 1876 was very little, if anything, better than the five preceding years, 
either on the public or private beds; the produce from the former about the same, 
except at Arklow where it was less than in 1875 ; but the take there is greatly influenced 
by the weather, and the state of the bar at the entrance of the harbour.

One of us was summoned to attend before the Select Committee on Oyster Fisheries 
last session, and gave evidence amongst other things as to the means adopted in Ireland 
to arrest, as far as practicable, the decline that has been going on. That the measures 
we endeavour to enforce for that purpose were considered wise is shown by the fact of 
the Committee recommending nearly similar regulations with regard to a close season 
for England. °

The greatest difficulty we labour under is our inability to efficiently enforce our By- 
Laws for the protection of the natural banks. For example, at Lough Swilly, we last 
year passed a By-Law prohibiting the taking of oysters under two and a half inches ; 
but the absence of Coast Guard at that portion of the Lough, where small oysters are 
gathered, renders the regulation almost a nullity.

So long as having undersized oysters in possession, in such places as we prohibit 
them being taken, is not punishable, our efforts for preservation will be frustrated.

With the view of meeting the difficulty, we framed By-Laws for different localities 
where they were required, enacting, inter alia, that having oysters in possession of less 
than two and a halt inches should be ‘ prima facie’ evidence that they were removed 
from the . s mg grounds or oyster beds adjoining. Unfortunately, however, for our 
object, this provision was struck out by the Privy Council.

Fishery Piers and Harbours.
The foliovfing return has been furnished by the Board of Wbrks with respect to the 

piers and harbours recommended by this department during the years 1874 and 1875, none 
having been recommended during the year 1876 :_

Glin, county Limerick, . ’ . 
Giles’-quay, county Louth, 
Courtmacsherry, county Cork, . 
Greystones, county Wicklow, .

uPoul-Hurrin, Gortalia, county Donegal, 
Malinbeg, county Donegal,
Port-Oriel, Clogher Head, county Louth, 
Inishbofiin, county Galway, 
Iiiishark, county Galway,
Tawney, county Donegal,
Mucross, county Donegal, 
Ballysaggart, county Donegal, .
Scattery Island, county Clare, o .

Bournapeaka, Ballyvaughan, county Clare, 
Smeerogue or Poalally, county Galway, 
Molranny, county Mayo,

Completed.
In progress.
Nearly completed.
No recommendation, Engineer’s report not being 

favourable.
Engineer’s examination not yet made.

Do. do.
In progress.
Completed.

Do.
Engineer’s examination not yet made.

Do. do.
Do. do.

Engineer’s estimate £700. Communicated to memorial
ists—no reply.

In progress.
Engineer’s examination not yet made.
Engineer’s estimate sent to memorialists. Awaits 

presentment and contribution.
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Scilly, Kinsale, county Cork, .... 
Burton Port, county Donegal, . . . .

Rathmullan, county Donegal, . . . .
North. Harbour or Hearn’s Port, Cape Clear, 

county Cork, . .....

Ardglass, county Down, . . . . .

Checkpoint, county Waterford,
Passage East, county Waterford (for extension), . 
Skerries, county Dublin, . . . .
Ray, West Coast, Lough Swilly, county Donegal,

Inquiry as to the best site.
Engineer’s estimate communicated to the memorialists,, 

who propose a smaller sum.
In progress.

Recommended to Treasury for authority to insert grant 
in estimates for 1877-78.

Act of Parliament passed and steps being taken there
under.

Not yet reported on by Engineer.
Not followed up.

Do.
Pending.

When the contemplated improvements at Arklow and Ardglass are carried out there 
is every likelihood that the capture of herrings will be largely increased. Owing to the 
shifting bar at Arklow, boats are frequently prevented for weeks from proceeding to the 
fishing grounds, sometimes in the best part of the season.

At Ardglass, owing to the state of the harbour, vessels and boats are often prevented, 
during tempestuous weather, from entering or leaving. The valuable fishery off this 
part of the coast has to be abandoned much earlier than it would if proper accommodation 
existed ; and no winter fishing can be attempted. If these two harbours were in the con
dition they ought to be, we would probably have to record a large addition to the 
capture.

We have already referred to the disadvantages which will result to other parts of the 
coast should the grants contemplated by the Act of Parliament be withheld during the 
progress of the improvements in these two harbours.

STATE OF COAST FISHERIES.

Dublin Division.
From Howth to Grey stones, both stations inclusive. According to the Coast Guard 

returns, there are in this division 176 fishing craft, and employed in same, 647 men and 
116 boys, as compared with 207 vessels and boats, 756 men and 120 boys in 1875, being 
37 less craft and 109 less crews. There, however, appears to be an increase of four 
first-class vessels solely engaged in fishing, the decrease being mainly confined to boats 
not wholly employed in fishing.

The number of vessels and boats solely engaged in fishing in 1876 was 150, and crews 
614 ; partially engaged, 26 boats, 149 men and boys.

The fishermen are well provided with boats and gear, especially those engaged in 
trawling operations. Most of the vessels engaged in the latter mode are the property of 
persons in good circumstances, who do not follow fishing actively themselves, but provide 
the craft and gear, receiving in return a certain proportion of the capture, the remainder 
being divided in shares amongst the crew.

Long and shortlines, draft nets, and trawls are the mode of capture employed.
Flat fish of various kind, cod, haddock, and herring are principally taken.
The trawling is carried on from Ardglass to Waterford, according to circumstances. The 

men engaged are industrious and orderlv, no conflicts or disturbances of any kind being 
reported.

The fishermen well provided with boats and gear.
The herring fishery is important, the head quarter being at Howth.
Capture amounted to 86,910 mease, realizing £116,613 6s. 6cZ., as compared with 

101,405 realizing £101,518 9s. in 1875. *
In addition to 209 Irish boats (the highest number fishing in one day), there were— 

Scotch, 224 ;■ Manx, 135 ; and Cornish, 206 boats .capturing herrings during the season.
Herrings are stated to keep further out to sea than formerly.
Curing is carried on to a small extent at Howth.
There are no productive oyster beds in this division, but oysters for fattening purposes 

are laid down at Clontarf and Sutton, brought chiefly from Arklow..
Lobster and crab fishing very small, and decreasing—-hardly sufficient to give occasional 

employment to two or three boats. • • •
No part of division unguarded.
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Arklow Division.
From the Breaches, county Wicklow, North, to the Sluices, near Cahore, county 

Wexford, South.
By the Coastguard Returns it would appear that in this division there are 340 boats, 

1,915 men, and 25 boys engaged in the sea fisheries. Of the boats, 5 are of the first 
class, 282 of the second, ancl 53 of the third.

There are of the above numbers 328 boats, 1,867 men, and 25 boys solely, and 
12 boats, and 48 men only partially engaged.

The foregoing shows a diminution of 21 boats, 77 men, and 4 boys, as compared 
with the returns for 1875.

No part of this division is unguarded.
The most important fisheries are the Oyster, Herring, and Cod Fisheries ; the former are 

very considerable, the banks extending along a great part of the coast of the division.
The value captured in 1876 amounted to between six and seven thousand pounds.
The herring fishing at Courtown and Arklow is reported to have been better than for 

any year since 1873.
The fishermen are fairly provided with boats and gear; they are reported to be 

orderly and quiet, and no conflicts have arisen amongst them during the year.
The contemplated improvement to Arklow harbour, if carried out, will conduce much 

to improve the fisheries of the district.
The herring fishery may be said to commence off this coast early in June, and the 

quality of the herrings captured is reported to be superior to any that are taken off any 
other part of the Irish coasts, or, indeed, off the coasts of England and Scotland.

Strange as it may seem, as the herrings migrate northwards, their condition appears 
to vary considerably; but the large buyers, who have experience all over the kingdom, 
speak more highly of what they term the “ Arklow Herrings/’ than of any captured in 
other waters.

The harbour of Arklow is always more or less unsatisfactory, from the changes that 
constantly take place at its mouth, the bar being liable to silt up in certain winds, so 
that boats can neither enter nor leave it for days together.

Once this is put in satisfactory condition, so that boats may safely get in or out 
at any time, there is no doubt but it will lead to a considerable development of the 
herring and other fisheries.

Wexford Division.
From the Sluices, near Cahore Point, to Bannow Bay.

Unguarded portion of the district—the whole of Wexford Harbour, from Rosslare to 
Raven Point, it being in charge of the Customs authorities.

In this division there are 180 boats, with 662 men and 23 boys engaged in the sea 
fisheries. Of these, 17 are first class boats, 143 second, and 20 third class.

There are of the above, 41 boats, 141 men, and 18 boys solely engaged in fishing, and 
139 boats, 521 men, and 5 boys only partially engaged.

There is an apparent increase of 29 boats, 96 men, and 18 boys engaged in fishery 
pursuits, as compared with the numbers returned in 1875.

The fisheries of this division are said not to be improving ; and it is alleged that 
certain kinds of fish keep further out to sea than formerly.

Considerable shoals of mackerel appeared off some parts of the division; but although 
a good number were captured, principally by towing, still much larger quantities might 
have been taken had the fishermen been provided with suitable boats and gear; the 
former especially are reported as not suitable for fishing at considerable distances from 
shore.

Crabs and lobsters are found to the east and south of the Barony of Forth, and are 
of fine quality and size.

The only licensed oyster bed is that granted to the late William Dargan, esq., in 
Wexford Harbour. It has not been cultivated for a very long period, if at all, and 
unless steps are taken within a moderate time to stock and cultivate it, the license will 
have to be revoked.

There are public oyster beds outside the harbour, situated between Cahore Point. 
North, and Ballyvalden, South ; but it is believed that they have been overdredged, and 
are not at all as productive as they used to be.

One of the disadvantages this district labours under is the distance from some of the 
fishing ports to the railway; the consequence is, the fish have to be sold on the spot 
for what they will bring.

No conflicts amongst the fishermen, who are reported to be orderly and quiet.
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Waterford Division.
From the East Bank of Bannow Ferry to Bally voile Head, north of Dungarvan 

Harbour.
Unguarded portions of district—From Fethard Station for four miles up the Bannow 

. Estuary.
From Arthurstown Station, sixteen miles from Ballyhurk to Glasshouse, River Suir ; 

and both sides of the River Barrow to Fisherstown, county Wexford, on one side and 
Rochestown, county Kilkenny, on the other.

Also from Creden Head to Waterford, a distance of about fourteen miles.
In this division there are 175 boats, 475 men, and 11 boys engaged in the sea fisheries, 

viz. :—11 first-class, 126 second-class, and 38 third-class.
Of the above, 11 boats, 33 men, and 9 boys, are returned as solely engaged in fishing, 

and 164 boats, 442 men, and 2 boys only partially engaged.
This shows an apparent increase of 26 boats, 81 men, and 1 boy as compared with the 

returns of 1875.
From Dunmore East trawlers work on a bank about thirteen miles south-east of 

station, off the Coningbeg light-ship; they capture turbot, brit, sole, plaice, &c.
The trawl-boats are well found.
Quantities of mackerel and sprats appeared off the coast, but the fishermen generally 

are not well provided with means for capture unless the fish appear closer in to the 
shore than they generally do.

Line and seine fishing practised along the coasts.
Lobster and crab fishing- is carried on all round the district.
The fishermen orderly and quiet.
The only public oyster beds are in the Suir near Duncannon Fort; not of any great 

value, and not reported to be improving.
The licensed private beds in the division are those of the Earl of Fortescue and Mr. 

Power in Tramore Bay.

Youg Hal Division.
From Ballyvoile Head, near Dungarvan, to Ballycottin.

Unguarded portions of district—About seventeen miles, viz. :—Five miles from Glan- 
villan to Ballycrivane ; six and three-quarter miles from Mine Head, East, to Carrin 
River, West; and five miles from Goat Island, East, to Ferry Point, West.

The returns show, as employed in the sea fisheries, a total of 123 boats, 575 men, and 
27 boys, viz. :—7 first-class boats, 81 second-class, and 35 third-class. Of these, 22 boats, 
111 men, and 19 boys are solely engaged in fishing, and 101 boats, 464 men, and 8 boys, 
only partially so engaged.

There is therefore an apparent increase of 8 boats, 50 men, and 6 boys as compared 
with last year’s returns.

Description of fish—Hake, cod, ling, mackerel, sprats, and in some parts, lobsters 
and crabs.

Considerable shoals of mackerel appeared off the coast in July, August, and September, 
at a distance of from three to seven miles, too far off for the description of craft and 
fishing gear used in this district to capture any.

It is asserted that these fish, as also cod, hake, and ling, keep further out to sea than 
formerly.

There are no curing establishments in the division.
There have been no conflicts amongst the fishermen, who are reported to be orderly 

and peaceable.
'There is a deficiency of proper craft and gear to enable the fishermen to carry on sea 

fishing operations successfully. It is now principally confined to lines and inshore nets and 
some trawling.

The only licensed private oyster beds in this division are those of Mr. John Kendall 
in Dungarvan Harbour.

Queenstown Division.
Fr< m Garryroe, in Ballycottin Bay, West, to Lane’s Cottage, Ringabella Point, East. 
Unguarded portion of the division—All the Estuary of Cork Harbour from and 

including Queenstown to the city of Cork.
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The following shows the numbers engaged in the sea fisheries :—
248 boats, 840 men, and 65 boys—viz., first class, 8 boats, second class, 119, and 

third class, 121—of these, 95 boats, 362 men, and 22 boys are shown as solely 
engaged in fishing, and 153 boats, 478 men, and 43 boys as only partially engaged.

This gives an apparent increase as compared with 1875, of 118 boats, 364 men, and 
33 boys; but it would appear that in previous returns, notwithstanding the instructions 
issued, the greater number engaged in the sea fisheries in Cork Harbour and Estuary 
were omitted in the returns sent to this office.

The principal sea fishing in this division is by trawling, long lines, hand lines, and 
seining.

The kinds of fish—Hake, cod, pollock, whiting, bream, gurnard, plaice, sole, turbot, 
conger, sprats, and mackerel.

It is reported that in the Crosshaven guard, large shoals of mackerel appeared close 
inshore in the month of September ; but few were captured from want of proper 
appliances.

Farming and fishing is in a great measure combined along a great portion of the 
coast in this division.

No conflicts amongst the fishermen.
Lobsters and crabs are captured in some portions. It has been suggested that it 

would be of advantage not to allow them to be taken under certain sizes.
The oyster fisheries are considerable. Besides the public beds situated in Cork 

Harbour, the following are the licensed private beds :—Mr. Ebenezer Pike and Captain 
Phineas Bury in Lough Mahon; Mr. Richard Lyons and Mr. John Smyth in Midleton 
River; Lieutenant-Colonel W. H. Longfield’s in Cork Harbour; and Mr. S. D. O’Grady 
and Rev. E. H. Newenham’s in the Owenboy River.

The public beds have suffered considerably from overdredging and the difficulty of 
preventing the removal of undersized oysters.

During the year, we instituted proceedings against a number of dredgemen, whom we 
found when returning from dredging with a number of undersized oysters in possession. 
The prosecutions were successful, and it is hoped will be productive of good in pre
venting for the future the removal of any oysters under the proper size.

Kinsale Division.

From Myrtleville Point, East, to the Galley Head, West.
The only unguarded portion of the sea coast of this division is about three miles 

between Flat Head and Barry’s Head.
There are 382 boats, 1,782 men, and 114 boys reported as engaged in the sea fisheries 

in this division—viz., 55 first class boats, 137 second class, and 190 third class; of 
these, 98 boats, 523 men, and 43 boys are shown as solely engaged in fishing, whilst 
284 boats, 1,259 men, and 71 boys are only partially engaged.

The foregoing shows an increase of 12 boats and 101 men, but a decrease of 19 boys, 
aS compared with 1875.

The kinds of fish frequenting this coast are, mackerel, herrings, sprats, pilchards, 
o'urnard, bream, congers, cod, hake, and ling.
° The mackerel fishing is improving year by year.

Large shoals of herrings and sprats appeared off the coast during the summer, and of 
the former fish, £400 worth were captured in the harbour of Kinsale alone.

Cod, ling and hake, keep further out to sea than formerly. With the exception of 
the mackerel boats at Kinsale, Courtmacsherry, and Clonakilty, which are well adapted 
for sea fishing, the boats in this division are only suited to inshore fishing, and in the 
finest weather.

Farming and fishing are generally combined along the coasts, except at Kinsale.
Long lines, hand lines, spillers, trammels, seines, and trawling are the modes 

practised.
Although large shoals of herrings, mackerel, pilchards, and sprats, appeared off the 

coast, particularly in Courtmacsherry Bay, during September and October close to the 
shore comparatively few were captured from want of adequate means.

There have been no conflicts amongst the fishermen who are orderly and quiet.
There is one public oyster bed in this division, situated in Kinsale Harbour, but it is 

not of much value.
to- Besides this there are Mr. M. C. Cramer’s licensed oyster bed in Oyster Haven, and 
Mrs. C. Bourne’s in Courtmacsherry Bay.

B 2
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Skibbereen Division.
Fiom Galley Head to Snave Bridge—unguarded portions of the district. About seventy 

miles. From Three Castles Head to Carbery Island; from Carbery Island to 
Snave. Bridge ; and from Rinko Castle to Ballydehob, besides the Islands of Clear, 
Sherkin, Ringarogy, Long, Castle, Horse, and other smaller ones, occasionally visited.

The number of boats, men, and boys, returned as engaged in the sea fisheries in this 
division are as follows :—

407 boats, 1,606 men, and 87 boys. Of these 43 boats, 203 men, and 9 boys, are 
shown as solely engaged in fishing ; and 364 boats, 1,403 men, and 78 boys, as only 
partially so engaged.

There would appear to be an increase of 27 boats, 358 men, and 15 boys, as compared 
with last year’s returns ; but these numbers cannot be relied upon, as it has been ascer
tained that some of the returns are incorrect.

The kinds of fish frequenting this coast are—cod, ling, mackerel, herrings, pilchards, 
scad, conger, and the various sorts of flat fish. ——*-***"

In some places the fishermen believe that the fish keep further out to sea than formerly, 
but this belief is not general.

Large shoals of mackerel appeared in Dunmanus Bay, from September to November, 
and large quantities were taken; pilchards also appeared in great abundance, and in 
some parts of the coast considerable quantities of herrings were captured.

The Lobster and Crab Fisheries are considerable; the greater part are purchased and 
taken away to England by English buyers who have large well-boats to convey them 
across channel.

In most parts fishing and farming are combined.
It is said that the loans advanced under the Irish Reproductive Loan Fund Act have 

been productive of good in some parts of the division, and that the boats and gear 
have, in consequence, improved ; but speaking generally, neither the boats nor gear are 
sufficient for the fisheries.

Seines, drift, and trammel nets, with long and hand lines, are generally used.
It is to be regretted that the means of communication from this division to the markets 

are bad and expensive. As this improves there is but little doubt but that the fisheries 
will become more important.

But it is feared that there is no immediate prospect of increased facilities of transport 
soon springing up.

Trawling is carried on off some parts of the division ; but this is not by local people, 
but by trawlers from Cork Harbour.

No conflicts amongst the fishermen, who are generally peaceable and orderly.
There is only one public oyster bed in this division at Collatrum, river Hen, and from 

constant over-dredging, this is now but of little value.
The licensed private beds are those owned by Mr. Thomas Hicks and Mr. T. McCarthy 

Collins in Roaringwater Bay; Mr. S. R. Townsend, Rincoliskey Harbour; Mr. H. H. 
Townsend, Skull Harbour; Captain W. F. Barry, Glandore Harbour; Earl of Bandon,. 
Mr. Stephen Browne, and Mr. M. H. Morris in Dunmanus Bay; and Sir H. W. 
Becher and Mr. R. T. Atkins in Lough Hyne.

Castletown Division.
From Kenmare Bridge to Snave Bridge, Bantry Bay.

The returns show that 174 boats, 750 men, and 14 boys, are engaged in the sea fisheries 
in this division; of these, 2 boats, 7 men, and 1 boy are shown as solely engaged in 
fishing, and 172 boats, 743 men, and 13 boys as only partially so engaged.

This shows an apparent decrease of 27 boats, and an increase of 54 men and 14 boys, 
as compared with the returns of 1875.

A considerable extent of coast in this division is unguarded, viz.:—From Carriglass 
to Snave Bridge, 16 miles; Clanderry Head to Kenmare, 14 miles; Cod’s Head to 
Ardelaggan Point, 4 miles; Garrinish Bay to Dursey, 6 miles ; Dursey Head to Pulleen, 
7 miles ; also from Snave Bridge to Bantry, including Whiddy Island.

The kinds of fish generally taken are—herrings, mackerel, pilchard^.ling, hake, cod, 
pollock, and whiting, and the various kinds of flat fish.

Mackerel, pilchards, and herrings are reported as keeping further from the shores 
than formerly.

As a rule the fishermen have not suitable craft or gear to carry on sea-fishing efficiently.
No curing establishment in the division.
Hie modes of capture are—hand and long lines, seines, and herring nets.
There is good trawling ground in Bantry Bay.
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The means of transit to good markets are indifferent and expensive.
Large shoals of mackerel appeared off* the coast, near Dursey Island, and in Kenmare 

River, in spring, close to the shore.
There are no public oyster fisheries in the division, but there are several licensed 

private beds, viz. :—Earl of Bantry’s in Adrigole and Glengarriffe Harbours ; and the 
Earl of Bantry and Mr. T. J. Leahy’s and Lord C. P. P. Clinton’s in Berehaven.

Considerable quantities of lobsters and crabs are taken in some parts of the division. 
There have been no conflicts amongst the fishermen, who are quiet and orderly.

Killarney Division.
From K enmare-bridge, south, to Blennerville-bridge, near Tralee, north.

Portions of coast unguarded in this division, fifty-six miles, viz. :—
From Castlemaine to Inch, fourteen miles; Slea Plead to Clogher Head, including 

Blasket Islands, eight miles ; and from Brandon Creek to Blennerville, including the 
Maharees, thirty-four miles.

The number of boats, men, and boys engaged in the sea fisheries is reported as 
follows:—332 boats, 1,650 men, and 14 boys. Of these, 59 boats, 206 men, and 7 
boys are shown as solely engaged in fishing, and 273 boats, 1,444 men, and 7 boys 
only partially so engaged.

This shows an increase of 59 boats, 307 men, and 3 boys, as compared with the 
returns for 1875.

The kinds of fish captured are turbot, soles, brit, plaice, cod, ling, hake, scad, 
pollock, mackerel, herrings, and pilchardsu—■

It is the prevailing opinion that cod andling keep further out to sea than formerly.
In some parts the fishermen are well provided with boats and gear, such as at Ken

mare, Port Magee, and Dingle, but this is not the case throughout the division.
Large shoals of mackerel, pilchards, and scad appeared at Ballinskellig, Port Magee, 

Smerwick, and Brandon from September to the middle of December, an cl considerable 
quantities were captured.

No large curing establishment exists, but at Dingle and Port Magee some fish are 
cured by the fishermen.

The means of transit to good markets are bad and expensive. Most of the fish is 
sold to local dealers.

There are public oyster beds in the Kenmare estuary, but reported not to be improving.
There are also the following licensed oyster beds:—Mr. J. T. Trench’s, off* Daurus 

Point; Colonel Goff, Mr. R. J. Mahony, and Mr. Richard Mahony’s, in Kenmare Estuary ; 
the Knight of Kerry’s, in Valencia Harbour; and Lord Ventry’s, in Dingle Flarbour.

There is good trawling ground in Dingle Bay, Ballinskellig, and Kenmare estuary.
Large quantities of crabs and lobsters are captured off* the coast; they are princi

pally sold to a company from England, who have depots along the coast, and ship 
them off* in well boats.

The kinds of fishing practised are, trawling, seine and trammel nets, long and hand 
lines.

No conflicts amongst the fishermen, who are reported to be orderly.

Ballyheigue Division.
From Blennerville, County Kerry, to Foynes Island, County Limerick.

In this division there are returned 109 boats as sea fishing boats ; being one first, 
forty-two second, and sixty-six third class. There are only six second-class boats solely 
engaged in fishing ; and one first-class, thirty-six second-class, and sixty-six third-class 
only partially engaged. There is a decrease in the number since last year, but many 
boats in this division, used only as salmon fishing boats, were heretofore registered, 
and there must further be some discrepancy in the number of boats returned last year 
as at one station alone—that of Tarbert—there appears a decrease this year, and the 
difference is not in existence as sea fishing boats. Formerly turf and all other boats 
were registered in this division as fishing boats.

Mackerel, herrings, and pilchards are the descriptions of fish captured. Large shoals of 
these fish appeared off* this corkF during July, August, and September, but there were 
not adequate means for capture in deep sea—the fish being from ten to twenty miles off 
the coast. Fish do not frequent this part of the coast in sufficient numbers to en
courage men to venture upon large boats and gear for deep-sea fishing. It can hardly 
be called a fishing district. The modes of fishing practised are nets and spillets—no 
trawlers. The fishermen have suitable craft and gear for fish frequenting the bays, but 
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not for deep-sea fishing, and few fish are caught in shore. There have not been any 
conflicts between the fishermen, who are generally quiet and orderly. No spirit of 
emigration amongst them as formerly.

The unguarded portions of coast in this division are—Blennerville to Spa, five miles ; 
Ballingarry to Menigahane, five miles; Leek Castle to Ardmore Plead, twelve miles.

Oyster Fisheries.
The public banks in this division are in Tralee Bay and in the Shannon at Tarbert, 

Ballydonohoe, Ballylongford, and Carrig Island. They are not improving. No fall of 
spat, or if so, very little last season.

Some of the private banks in the Shannon, and one in Tralee Bay have been 
stocked—the general quality of the oysters taken is considered good ; they are sold at 
from 5s. to 6s. perthundred. ft is difficult to ascertain what amount was. realized by 
sale of oysters during the season, perhaps £1,200 to £1,500.

By-Laws have lately been sanctioned to prohibit the taking of small oysters in this 
division, and if they can be enforced may cause a great improvement. The great diffi
culty is to prove that the small oysters were taken in the places mentioned in the By- 
Laws.

Seafield Division, County Clare.
Money Point to Locklass, County Clare.

Cappa.—Money Point to Querrin. Very little sea fishing carried on. Only ten 
third-class boats employed partially in fishing, and the people who use them are mostly 
labourers and farming men. L^n^uarded eleven miles, viz., Querrin to Barnaward and 
Ayleroe to Money Point.

A ilcredane.—Querrin to Bealnaglass. In this portion there are thirty-three third- 
class boats returned as only partially employed in fishing. Herrings and mackerel are 
the principal fishing. Large shoals of the latter appeared to the north-east of Loop 
Head in September and October, but the weather was too rough to permit the canoes 
to venture out after them. The fish were from one to two miles oil the coast. The 
fishermen here combine farming with fishing. A shoal of herrings appeared in the 
Shannon last August, and there were good captures made.

Kilkee.—Bealnaglass to Doonbeg. In this part of the coast there are only fifteen 
third-class boats returned for fishing, nine of them being solely engaged in fishing, and 
six only partially. The mackerel fishing improved very much last season, and was 
very profitable, particularly to many of the crews to whom loans had been made. 
Some of the canoes made £80 at this fishing alone with three pieces of nets of sixty 
yards each seven score and ten meshes deep. The mackerel appeared in large shoals 
this year off this part of the coast. Some of the fishermen have suitable craft and gear, 
but others are distressed and not able to fit out their canoes. The proposal made by 
the fishermen in this locality to benefit the fisheries was to make loans to each crew of 
about £30 to purchase new canoes, six pieces of nets, six spillets, and lobster pots for each, 
and that the loan should be extended over ten years. The only mode of fishing prac
tised here is by nets and lines—no trawling off this coast—nor are there any safe harbours 
for large boats.

Seufield.—Doonbeg to Cream Point. In this part of the coast there are twenty-one 
third-class boats returned as only partially engaged in fishing. Large shoals of 
mackerel appeared between August and November about three miles off the shore. 
The fishermen have suitable craft for this part of the coast. Loans have been made to 
them. Nets and lines are the modes of fishing practised. No trawlers, the ground 
not being suitable for trawling.

I he unguarded portion is Doonbeg to Doughmore, about twro and a half miles, and 
Cream Point to Freagh, about three miles.

L'iscannor.-'— Freagh Point to Cancappie Point. In this part of the coast there are 
thirty third-class boats returned—ten of them being nearly altogether employed in 
fishii.g, and twenty only partially so. The descriptions of fish most largely captured 
are cod and ling. I here has not been any great increase in the quantity of any kind 
of fish appearing here. The fishermen have craft and gear suitable for capturing the 
fish frequenting this part of the coast. The modes of fishing practised are lines and 
nets and lobster pots—-no trawlers. The means of transit to market for the saJe 
of fish from this district are not good and are not improving. The habits of the 
fishermen are peaceable and orderly, and no conflicts of any kind have occurred. Canoes 
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are principally used all through, this division, there being no safe harbours save at Lis- 
cannor for large boats. Near the entrance to this harbour there is a dangerous rock 
which the fishermen and persons interested in the locality are desirous of having re
moved, and are willing to subscribe or have themselves taxed towards the expense which 
it is stated, would not be large. There is also another important natural harbour largely 
frequented by canoes in this division, which requires, for the safety of the fishing boats 
and any development of the fisheries, some improvement, the cost of doing which would 
it is stated be but small. Unguarded—Clohane to Cancappie.

Oyster Fisheries.
The public oyster banks are from Money Point to Querrin Point, River Shannon. They 

are not improving. There has not been a fall of spat. There are private beds in this 
division which have been pretty well stocked with oysters. Their quality is considered 
good. Prices from 7s. to 10s. per hundred. It is impossible to ascertain the price 
realized for oysters oft* these beds during the season.

The capture of small oysters has been prohibited in the Shannon by a by-law, but the 
difficulty in enforcing it, will be to prove that the small oysters, if found in the 
possession of anyone, were taken in the Shannon.

One bay has been closed up for nearly two seasons. There does not appear to have 
been any improvement as yet.

Galway Division.
Canamallagh, County Clare, to Mace Head, County Galway.

Ballyvaughan.—CanamallaghPoint to Kilcolgan. Unguarded—between Canamallagh 
Point and Black Head, seven miles ; and between Muckinish Point and Kilcolgan, twenty- 
five miles.

There are sixty-one boats returned as sea fishing boats. Of these there are only 
twenty third-class boats solely engaged in fishing, two second-class nearly altogether 
so employed, and thirty-one second and eight third-class only partially so. No large 
shoals of herring’s or mackerel appeared oft* this portion of the coast last year. The 
principal fishing is, cod and ling in December and January; gurnards in April; bream 
in August; pilchards, herrings, and mackerel, in August, September, and October. 
They are found from two to three miles oft* the coast. Loans have been made to a 
number of fishermen for the purchase of gear. All sorts of fish is keeping out further 
to sea than formerly. Nets and long lines are the modes of fishing employed. The 
fishermen generally combine farming with fishing. The means of transit to market are 
not good. There are sometimes conflicts between fishermen during the herring fishing 
at Island Eddy, when one man will allow his train of nets to drift down on another’s, 
and when he is hauling up he cuts away the nets, and causes a serious loss to the man 
that owned them.

Barna.—Kilcolgan to Crumlin. Unguarded—Kilcolgan to Blackrock West, twenty- 
two miles.

There are returned 197 sea fishing boats—being seven first-class, eighty second-class, 
and 110 third-class. The seven first-class boats are solely engaged in fishing; there 
are sixty second-class and twenty-eight third-class nearly altogether employed so; and 
twenty second-class and eighty-two third-class only partially so. The fishing is improving 
—last year being much better than the preceding year. There has been a great increase 
in the take of turbot, sole, herrings, mackerel, and hake in the bay. The fish are 
not keeping further out to sea than formerly. The fishermen fish on the same 
o'round as in former years. The modes of fishing practised are by nets, hand and long 
lines, and trawling. The trawlers have not increased in numbers, but they are doing 
very well. Large shoals of herrings and mackeral appeared about one mile from shore, 
in August, September, and October. There were not adequate means for their capture. 
The means of transit to market are good, and have improved. Sometimes there are 
conflicts between the fishermen themselves—the Claddagh men having a rule that no 
person shall fish for herrings in the bay more than three days in the week. The 
fishermen otherwise are generally orderly. If the fishermen had proper gear to shoot 
round the shoals of mackerel by day as well as by night it would benefit them.

Costelloe Station.—Crumlin to Mace Head. Unguarded—thirty to forty miles. Temple 
point, Keraun Point, Trabaan Point, Aillemone Point, Birmore Point, Roscom Point, 
Rosduggan Point, Mubrea Point.

On this part of the coast there arc 123 boats returned as sea fishing boats—being 
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eighty-eight second and thirty-five third class. Of these, only tivelve second and twenty 
third class are solely engaged in fishing—twenty second and ten third class nearly alto
gether so, and fifty-six second and five third class only partially engaged. There has not 
been any increase in the quantity of any kind of fish appearing off this part of the coast. 
The fishing has not improved this year. The fish principally captured are cod, ling, 
pollock, whiting, rock fish, and herrings. Very fine scollops are also got at Lettermullen 
and Kilkerrin Bay. Large shoals of herrings and mackerel appeared off the coast in July, 
August, September, and October, from two to three miles off shore, but there were not 
adequate means for their capture. The fish captured can be forwarded by hookers to 
market at a moderate rate. A great deal of it is cured by individual fishermen, but 
there are no curing houses. The fishermen generally combine farming with fishing; 
their habits are peaceable and orderly. Hand lines, spillets and nets are the modes of 
fishing principally adopted, but parts of the coast are often visited by trawlers from 
Galwav.

ArrctTi Island.—Unguarded about four miles. There are 131 boats returned here as 
sea fishing boats—being four second and 127 third class boats. Of these, there are only 
i/w’ee second and twenty-two third class boats solely employed in fishing; and one second 
and 105 third class only partially so. It is stated that the fishing ofl the Islands have 
not improved, but from the report received it would appear that this has been the best 
year for fish for the last three winters. Not only were the regular trawling boats taking 
fish to Galway, but special boats were hired for the purpose. I here is really only one 
fishing village on the Northern or Great Island, as the other villages only fish in the 
summer for bream. The fishermen in this village are never very well off, but are not 
worse so this year than any other. Cod, ling, bream, and pollock are the principal 
descriptions of fish. Large shoals of herrings and mackerel appeared from one to three 
miles off the shore in August, September, and October, but there were no adequate 
means for their capture. Fish is cured by individual fishermen. They are most orderly 
in their conduct. No conflicts have occurred between them.

Oysters.
There are a number of very fine private beds in this division, including the Red 

Bank, Pouldoody, Muckinish, &c. There are also public banks at lyrone Bay. 
They are said to be improving, but little fall of spat last yeai. leie aie anks 
at Bishop’s Quarter, Gall Island, Ballyconree, and Ballyvaughan not worked, and 
which might be advantageously, if a supply of oysters were laid down; the quality 
of the oysters is very good ; those from the private beds bung s. o _s. pci run led , 
from the public beds, 6s. to 7s. ; about XI,000 to £5,000 woi so uung ic year in 
this locality.

Lobsters.
Improving in general; ^There^e Igood ma^y Imall

and that neighbourhood they have very muon impi
fish sent to market. Some buyers will not purchase ese sma s .

Clifden Division.
Mason Island, County Galway, to Doaghbeg, County Mayo.

Roundstone.—Mason Island to Ballinleauna. Unguarded-Mason Island to Fishery 
Bridge, twenty-one and a half miles, and Gurtecn to Point of Home, nine mi es.

In this portion there are 286 boats returned as sea-fishing boats, but they are all only 
partially engaged in fishing They comprise 156 second, and 130 thn c ass boats, 
so that this might hardly be called a sea-fishing station, though hen mgs, mackerel, 
and pilchards appear off the coast in June and July, but the fishermen have no 
adequate means for their capture. 1 he fish mostly captured are ling, cod, and bream 
and there has not been any increase. These fish keep further out to sea than formerly. 
The boats are suitable for this part of the coast; the gear is deficient. A little of the 
fish taken is cured for home consumption, but very seldom carried to market. The 
means of transit to market are not good. Hand and long lines are the modes of fishing 
practised ; there are no trawlers, and no good trawling grounds, lhe fishermen in the 
district are orderly. If they got gear it would benefit them.

Ballyleek.—Slyne Head to Streamstown. Unguarded portions Clifden to Slyne 
Head, fourteen miles.

There are fifty-five boats returned as sea-fishing boats, but they are all only 
partially so. They comprise twenty-four second and thirty-one third class boats.
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Cod, ling, pollock, and bream are the principal descriptions of fish captured ; spillards 
and hand-lines the modes of fishing practised; there are no trawling-grounds. There is 
no increase in the quantity of any kind of fish appearing ofi the coast. The fishermen 
have craft and gear suitable for this part of the coast. The fish captured are generally 
sold in a fresh state ; the means of transit to market are good for the quantity captured. 
Farming is more practised in this locality than fishing. The people are generally 
orderly.

Cleggan.—Cleggan Head to Rinvyle Point. There are only two second-class, and five 
third-class boats returned in this division; they are only partially employed in 
fishing. There is, therefore, very little sea-fishing in this division. Shoals of herrings 
and mackerel appeared off the coast during the year—about harvest time—one to 
three miles out, but there were no adequate means of capture. Hauling nets and 
spillards are the modes of fishing practised. No trawling, though there is trawling 
ground between Cleggan Head and Rinvyle.

Tully.—Rinvyle to Roonagh. Unguarded, twenty-three miles.
There are only seventeen third-class boats registered in this guard ; all only partially 

engaged in fishing. The descriptions of fish captured are cod, ling, bream, soles and 
plaice. Nets and lines are the modes of fishing practised. No trawling ground on the 
coast. Large shoals of mackerel appeared off this part of the coast in July and August, 
about a half to one mile out, and there were adequate means for their capture, as the 
fishermen have suitable craft and gear for capturing the fish frequenting this part of 
the coast. The fish captured is generally sold in a fresh state ; a little is cured by the 
fishermen themselves. The means of transit to markets are not good.

Pigeon Point.—Roonagh to Doaghbeg. Unguarded portion—Roona to Burtroy, 
fifteen miles ; Islandmore to Doaghbeg, twenty miles.

There are four second-class and 143 third-class boats returned ; all only partially 
engaged in fishing. Shoals of herrings and mackerel appeared off the coast in 
September and October at a distance of from two to three miles, and there was 
an improvement in the take of herrings, but very few mackerel were taken. Some 
of the boats did very well and had large takes. The fishermen have provided them
selves with new nets for both herrings and mackerel. They got loans of money for 
the purpose. Nets and lines are the modes of fishing practised. No trawling on 
this part of the coast. The fishermen combine farming with fishing.

Oysters.
Roundstone.—Great private banks exist in Birterbuy Bay. They are said to be 

improving, though there was no spatting, or if any, very little, last season. The quality 
of the oysters is very good and bring about £A a tub. It is difficult to ascertain the 
amount realized by the sale of oysters last year, but it is thought about £4,000 to 
£5,000.

Pigeon Point.—there are great public banks in Newport and Westport Bays, and 
several private beds. The oyster fisheries are declining. One proprietor purchased 
and laid down this year 500,000 French oysters; another 200,000, and another 
29,000. The quality of the oysters on the public banks is good. They bring 2s. 6cZ. 
to 3s. per 100 and are laid down on private beds. The amount realized by the sale of 
oysters this year from the public beds was little over £1,000.

Lobsters.
The lobster and crab fisheries are both in very good condition. Many small-sized 

lobsters are however taken.

Keele Division.
Doaghbeg to Doona, County Mayo.

Achilbeg.—Doaghbeg to Achilbeg and Dooega, embracing Clare Island. None 
unguarded.

There are twenty third-class boats returned—all only partially engaged in fishing. 
Cod, ling, and whitings are the principal description of fish captured. Long lines and 
spillards are the modes of fishing practised. August and September are the periods 
of the year when the fish appear generally. The fishermen have suitable craft and 
gear for this part of the coast. The means of transit for fish to market are not good. 
The fishermen combine farming with fishing.o o

c
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Keele.— Dooega: to Achill Head, and thence to Ridge Point. No part unguarded.1
There are forty-five third-class boats returned as sea-fishing boats in this part—all 

only partially engaged in fishing. The fish most generally captured here are pollock, 
mackerel, bream, and herrings. There were, however, also taken in large quantities 
last year ling, cod, haddock, whiting, turbot, brit, soles, plaice, mullet, and conger. The 
fisheries improved last year. Large shoals of herrings, mackerel, pilchayds, and other 
fish appeared off the coast all the summer, but there were notaclequate means of 
capture. The modes of fishing practised are nets and spillets. No trawling ; not 
suitable ground. -The fish are sold in a fresh state, though a little is cured. The 
means of transit to market are middling. The fishermen combine farming with fishing.

Bullsmouth.—Pvidge Point to Doona Head. No part unguarded.
There are seventy-three third-class boats returned as sea-fishing boats, and all these 

are only partially engaged in fishing. Though this number is returned, there are 
really only about ten boats partially employed in fishing, owing , to the scarcity of 
oysters. In this locality only pollock are taken, and, with the exception of oysters, it 
could not be called a fishing station.

Oysters.
Oysters very much on the decline. Only ten boats now partially engaged in fishing for 

them.

Belmullet Division.
Doona Head to Butter Point.

Unguarded from Glencastle to Belmullet, four miles; Butter Point to Seal Island, ten 
miles, and Islands of Inniskea and Daviellaun.

There are 157 third-class boats returned as sea-fishing boats, eighteen of them being 
nearly altogether employed in fishing, and 139 only partially so. The fisheries in this 
division are not much improving in general. Herring, whiting, and mackerel are 
the principal descriptions of fish captured. Lines and nets are the modes of fishing 
practised. No trawling, though the ground is suitable. The fishermen have not 
suitable boats and gear for capturing the fish frequenting this part of the coast. 
Loans have been made to a number of fishermen at Tip, Porturlin, and other places.* 
The fishermen combine farming with fishing. The means of transit for fish to markets 
are not good. If there were some curing establishments the fishermen might do more, 
but there is little or no exit for their produce. The dog-fish last year did a great deal 
of harm.

Oysters.
In this division there is a great falling off in the oyster fisheries.

Ballycastle, Mayo.
From Butter Point, Broadhaven Bay, to Gap of Bartragh, Killala Bay.

Unguarded—Brandy Point to Benwee Head, twelve miles; Timber Cove to Benwee 
Head, seven miles; Fohin Cove to Glenlossera River, three miles; Bahir Cove to 
Glenaddra, two miles. Total twenty-four miles.

The fisheries are not improving on this part of the coast. Cod, ling, hake, 
herring and mackerel, sole, gurnard, fluke, are the descriptions of fish most largely 
captured. Large shoals of mackerel and herring appeared off the coast in June, July, 
August and September, one to three miles off shore; but the fishermen had not the 
means for their capture. About Belderig and Porturlin they have only mackerel nets 
which is too large a mesh for herring; the fish seem to be about the same distance 
from the coast as in former years. If the fishermen had better craft and gear they 
could get more fish. Loans have been made to many of them for the purchase of gear. 
They combine farming with fishing. Their conduct is generally very orderly; no 
conflicts. They use hand lines, spillets and nets. There is good trawling ground, 
but with the exception of a gentleman’s yacht no trawlers frequent this part of the 
coast, The means of transit to market are not good ; the fish are usually sold locally.

Lobsters.
The lobster fisheries are improving. They are all sent to market or sold locally.
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PuLLENDIVA.

Bartragh to Coney’s Island, Strandhill, Sligo ; no portion unguarded.
There are returned in this division thirty-eight third-class sea fishing boats; only 

nine of them being solely engaged in fishing, and twenty-nine only partially so.
The fish most largely captured are herring, whiting, codling and pollock. At 

Enniscrone more whiting and codling have been captured this year than formerly. 
The fishermen consider that mackerel and herring keep further off out to sea than 
formerly ; most of the boats are not suitable to go far off the land. The modes of 
fishing practised are nets and lines. No trawlers and no known good ground for 
trawling off this part of the coast. The means of transit to markets are good ; the 
fishermen are generally very orderly. No conflicts have occurred.

If a breakwater or boat harbour were constructed at Enniscrone it would benefit the 
fishermen very much.

Oysters.
There are public banks in Ballisodare and Sligo Bays. The oyster fisheries are 

declining ; no fall of spat last year. The quality of the oysters is good. They are 
taken from the public beds by the fishermen and laid down on private beds, and bring 
from 10s. to 12s. per hundred. The amount realized by their sale cannot be ascertained.

Sligo.
Strandhill, County Sligo, to Donegal.

Unguarded—Strandhill to Sligo, six miles ; Lower Rosses to Druncliffe, five miles ; 
Hockley to Cullinamore, seven miles ; Streedagh to Roskeeragh, seven and a half miles; 
Bunduff to Bundoran, six miles; Ballyshannon to Donegal, twenty miles; Tullaghan, 
ten miles. Total, sixty-two and a half miles.

Cod, ling, sole, and oysters are the fish most largely captured in this division. There 
has been no increase of any kind of fish appearing off the coast The fish have kept 
f urther out to sea than formerly, and this particularly refers to herrings, of which very 
few have been captured. No large shoals have appeared off this coast last year ; in fact 
there appears to have been an unaccountable falling off in the numbers of fish seen and 
captured. Herrings are looked for in August, September, and October. Turbot, sole, 
and plaice in best condition from April to November. The fishermen are fairly supplied 
with gear—many of them having got loans. The boats do not appear to be large enough 
or suitable to the coast in bad weather, consequently the fishermen are unable to go on the 
deep water or to the banks for the deep sea line fishing, and always have to run in on the 
slightest sign of bad weather. The best cod-fishing is eight or nine miles off Rockley, where 
the boats seldom venture. Curing is done on a small scale by individual fishermen,, but 
more for their own private use than for the markets, the means of transit to which are 
good. There are no curing-houses. The fishermen almost all combine farming with 
fishing. The modes practised are by long lines and nets. Trawling is slightly on the 
increase ; it is practised in Sligo and Mullaghmore Bays, and occasionally off Bundoran, 
but only for a few months in the year, and by a few small boats. The pier at Rockley, 
the principal fishing station, might be extended, and depth of water increased, so as to 
make a better refuge for boats in bad weather, and where now they have only the open 
boats. The conduct of the fishermen is generally orderly.

Oysters.

There is a public bank in Sligo Channel, but the oysters are said to have decreased. 
Difficult to say if the spatting was better here last year than the preceding summer. 
French oysters have been tried on private beds with success. The general quality of 
the Sligo oysters is good, and brings from 8s. to 12s. per hundred. So far as can be 
ascertained about £700 were realized by their sale during the year.

Lobsters.

The lobster fishing is good and improving. All sizes are caught and sent to market. 
C 2
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Killybegs Division.
Extends from Donegal Quay to Lower Ferry East, county Donegal.

182 boats, 800 men, and 68 boys in 1876 ; 219 boats, 852 men, and 110 boys in 1875, 
being a decrease of 37 in craft and 94 in crews; wholly employed in fishing in 1876, 49 
boats, 309 crews ; partially engaged, 133 boats, 559 crews.

Fisheries not improving in part of division and declining in a portion. Conduct of 
fishermen very orderly.

Usually combine farming with fishing ; badly provided with boats and gear. Not 
disposed to emigrate.

Fish most largely captured—herrings, cod, ling, whiting, and mackerel.
Modes of capture—Trawling in Donegal Bay ; but not to the extent it might be 

pursued. Nets and lines.
One curing establishment; but not in operation for some years. Dog-fish appear off 

this part of the coast in enormous quantities, and in addition to the large number of fish 
they consume, are supposed to scare away shoals that would otherwise enter the bays.

Shoals of small whales sometimes appear.
No oyster fishery. Lobsters as plentiful as at any previous time.
No portion of division unguarded.

Dunfanaghy Division.
Extends from Gweebarra Bar to Whale Head, Lough Swilly, county Donegal.

204 boats, 597 men, and 40 boys in 1876; 214 boats, 565 men, and 49 boys in 1875, 
being a decrease of 10 boats, and an increase of 23 in the crews. Wholly engaged in 
fishing, 20 boats, 54 crews; partially, 184 boats, 583 crews.

Fisheries not improving. Disposition of fishermen to emigrate ; but would remain 
at home if they had adequate means to fish.

Conduct orderly. Usually combine farming with fishing ; badly provided with boats 
and gear.

All kinds of fish keeping further out to sea than formerly.
Bream, sole, plaice, cod, pollock, ling, and whiting most largely captured.
Long and short lines, and some trawling usual mode of fishing.
The sun-fish occasionally appears in summer; but there are not adequate means of 

capture.
A fleet of Scotch boats arrived at Sheephaven, in June, with the intention of 

fishing for herrings, which frequently appear off that part of the coast in vast quantities 
but owing to the unfavourable weather the owners were unsuccessful, and sustained 
some loss.

No curing establishment.
Lobster fishery about the same as formerly.
No public oyster beds except in Lough Swilly; and these are nearly exhausted. 

Some private beds there also ; but not doing much.
By-law lately passed prohibiting the taking of oysters under 21,- inches.
Unguarded portions in various places amounting to fifty miles.

Carn Division.
Extending from Inch Embankment, county Donegal, to Magilligan Point, county Derry,

273 boats, 1,061 men, and 10 boys in 1876 ; 344 boats, 1,466 men, and 11 boys in 
1875, being a decline of 71 boats, and 406 men and boys. Wholly engaged in 1876— 
5 boats, 16 men and boys; partially—268 boats, 1,055 men and boys.

No conflicts—conduct of fishermen remarkably orderly.
Farming generally combined with fishing. Fisheries not improving.
Cod keeps further out to sea than formerly.
Turbot and other flat fish, and cod most largely taken. Long and short lines, drift 

nets, and trawls usually employed.
Some fine trawling ground off the coast. Means of transit good. Natural oyster beds 

in Lough Swilly declining, also those of Lough Foyle.
The lobster fishing off Culdaff and Malin Head as good as ever, but that near Buncrana 

declining.
Coast unguarded—running from east to west. From Down Hill to Magilligan Point; 

down Lough Foyle to Culmore, south side, and up north side to Ros River, thirty-three 
miles. 2. From Portadown to Glenaine, three miles. 3. From Glenaine to Glena- 
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queeny, half a mile. 4. From Mossy Glen to Ballymaghony, 500 yards. 5. From Glebe 
Strand to Culdaff Bridge, two miles. 6. From Portnamantel to Carrickabeal, three miles. 
7. From Carrickabraghy, Isle of Doagh, to Lisfort, east side of Lough Swilly, eighteen 
miles.

Ballycastle, Co. Antrim.
Extends from Down Hill, North, co. Londonderry, to Jenny’s Bridge, South, co. Antrim. 

137 boats, 319 men, and 9 boys in 1876. In 1875, 148 boats, 336 men, and 10 boys, 
being a decrease of 11 vessels, and 18 men and boys. Wholly engaged in fishing, 
38 boats, 56 men ; partially engaged, 99 boats, 272 men and boys. Conduct peaceable. 
Usually combine fishing with farming. Generally well found in boats and gear.

On part of coast cod and ling stay further out to sea than formerly ; on other parts, 
gurnards and herrings. Long and short lines and nets employed. Cod, ling, skate and 
herrings generally found.

Fisheries not improving.
Division unguarded from Kinbane Head to Castle Point, 2,400 yards ; from Gob 

Colliery to Fair Head, 6,600 yards. Four and a half miles between Bay Chapel on north, 
to Jennings’ Bridge, south. From Salt Pans, north, to Port Escort, 2,740 yards. From 
Lick Patrick to Tercore, south, 2,200 yards.

Carrickfergus Division.
Extends from Jennings’ Bridge to White Railings, near Belfast.

46 boats, 112 men, and 2 boys ; in 1875, 40 boats, 103 men, and 3 boys, being an 
increase of 6 boats, and 8 men and boys. Wholly engaged, 31 boats, 69 men ; partially, 
15 boats, 45 men and boys.

Fishermen orderly—no conflicts.
Some combine farming with fishing.
Fish, especially herrings and mackerel, keep further out to sea than formerly. 
Pollock, flat fish, and cod, chiefly taken.
Trawling—lines and nets.
Transit good.
Public oyster bed in Belfast Lough, production not decreasing as compared with last 

few years, realizes about £1,000.
Scallops in small quantity.
Few lobsters taken ; numbers and size declining, owing to over-fishing.
No portion unguarded.

Donaghadee Division.
Extends from Tillysburn Head, Co. Antrim, to Newcastle Quay, Co. Down.

113 vessels and boats, 307 men, and 37 boys ; in 1875, 92 boats, 305 men, and 24 boys, 
being an increase of 21 craft, and 15 men and boys.

Fishermen well conducted.
Engage in farming and piloting—provided with suitable craft. 
Herrings, cod, conger, and pollock.
Trawling—long lines and draft nets. 
Herrings keeping further out to sea.
Good means of transit.
A small public oyster bank, one and a half miles N. S. of the Copeland Islands— 

Produce declining, owing to its being covered with old shells and muscles.
Few lobsters taken, deteriorating in size ; number about the same.
All the division guarded.

Strangford Division.
Extends from Newcastle Quay, North, to Sheepland Head, South.

128 vessels and boats, 269 men and 8 boys, same as 1875. Wholly engaged, 15 boats, 
50 men and boys ; 113 boats, 227 men and boys partially engaged.

Fishermen remarkably orderly.
Part combine fishing with farming.
Nets and lines employed.
Herrings, codling, whiting, pollock.
Herrings keep further out to sea than formerly.
All fish taken usually sold in locality.
Means of transit not very good.
Public oyster beds in Strangford Lough—produce small. Some scallops found there.
Little lobster fishing; about the same as for some years past.
Entire division guarded.
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Newcastle Division.
i • t ' *• • *'

Total number of boats in 1876, 151, men 592, boys 36, being an increase of 23 boats, 
and 55 men and boys over 1875. Wholly employed in fishing in 1876, 26 boats, 130 
crews; partially engaged, 125 boats, men and boys 498.

Fishing about same as previous year, except herrings which were less.
Long lines and drift nets employed.
Codling, plaice, mackerel, and herrings; haddock formerly taken but has now nearly 

disappeared.
Good trawling ground in Dundrum Bay, but as the prohibition against trawling 

extends to it, this mode of fishing cannot be pursued there.
Lately trammel nets have been set in part of the bay, and fished advantageously.
Some disputes have in consequence arisen between the owners and the long line 

fishermen on the ground of interference with them, but there appears to be no just 
cause of complaint.

Some of the long line men have taken to trammel net fishing.
Fishing in some instances combined w’ith farming.
Conduct of the fishermen orderly.
No natural oyster beds worked. A private bed at Dundrum has not been successful 

as regards production.
Very few lobsters taken. - The quantity not decreasing.
The harbour at Ardglass stands much in need of repair, but little winter fishing can 

in consequence be carried on. Even in summer much inconvenience is felt. Should the 
contemplated improvement be carried out, it will give a great impetus to the fisheries of 
this district.

All division guarded.

Carlingford Division.

From River Foot, Kilkeel, north, co. Down, to Maiden Tower, Mouth of Boyne, south.
Vessels and boats, 346 ; men and boys, 1,576 ; ditto, in 1875, craft, 330 ; crews, 

1,358. Decrease in former, 16 ; in latter, 218.
Solely engaged in fishing in 1876, 48'boats, 326 men and boys. Partially engaged, 

298 craft, 1,250 crews.
Fishermen most orderly ; no conflicts. Mostly combine farming with fishing.
Fisheries about the same as for some previous years.
Trawling and drifting for herrings usual modes.
The latter along the greater part of the division said to keep further out to sea than 

formerly.
Lobster fisheries very small—production about same as former years.
Oyster fisheries in Carlingford Bay greatly diminished, and continuing to decline. 
All division guarded.

Malahide Division.

Extending from Mouth of the Boyne, co. Louth, to Whip of the Waters, Baldoyle.

101 craft, 556 men and 29 boys.
In 1875, 97 craft, 365 men and 43 boys, being an increase of 4 in the former, and 177 

in the crews.
Boats wholly engaged in fishing in 1876, 97; crews, 555. Partially, 4 boats, 30 men 

and boys.
Fishermen orderly—no conflicts.
Fishing in many instances combined with farming.
Curing carried on to a small extent, chiefly at Rush.
Fish generally taken—herrings, cod, ling, and skate. The former said to be keeping 

out further to sea than formerly. Good trawling ground between Skerries Island and 
Drogheda Bar.

Only one small unimportant oyster bed, private property.
Lobster fishing to a small extent at Skerries and ofi‘ Balbriggan—produce declining 

from over capture. "" &
No part of division unguarded.
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Irish Reproductive Loan Fund.
• Mr. Brady’s Report for the Counties of Mayo, Sligo, Leitrim, Clare, 

and part of Kerry. • ' -
County. Mayo. .v

The sum available for the past year for this county was £707.. . .
There were ninety-four applications from 219 applicants received, amounting in the 

ao-greo-ate to £1,435. Of these there were sixty applications, amounting to £707 
recommended for loans—such ranging from £6 to £20. All the money was taken up.

In many cases the loans in this county have proved of incalculable benefit to the 
fishermen, enabling them to carry on operations which, without them, could not have 
been undertaken; and whereby, in some cases they profited most materially, having 
been enabled to avail of large shoals of fish which appeared on certain parts of the 
coast, about harvest time.

In other cases the fishermen made preparations in other localities for the expected 
annual advent of the herrings, but they did not appear, and consequently the loans were 
not of that practical benefit to them which they contemplated. These people, however, 
have their nets ready for next year, should the herrings make their appearance. In the 
cases referred to, the fishermen combine farming with fishing, and generally speaking 
only fish for herrings, which usually make their appearance about harvest time.

County Sligo.
In this county the sum available was £427.
There were twenty-one applications received, amounting in the aggregate to £418.
Of these there were only nine applications recommended for loans, amounting in the 

ao-aregate to £144, ranging from £10 to £20. Out of these recommendations the 
parties only took up £124 on eight applications.

The information I received with respect to other applications did not warrant me in 
recommending loans to be made.

In nearly all cases in this county the loans made have proved most useful, and have 
on the whole been fairly expended. I have been obliged to recommend in three cases 
in this county loans, amounting to £47, to be recalled, in consequence of the parties not 
properly applying the money lent.
1 ’ County Leitrim.

In this county the amount available was £313. There was only one application 
received for a loan of £40, and on this a loan of £30 was recommended and issued.

This loan was made to a person whose object it was to benefit some of the poor 
people round him, by encouraging them to fish. It has not yet been ascertained how 
it has been applied, or if it has been of that benefit for which it was intended.

There are hardly any sea fishermen in this county,which has only a very small sea-board.
I have been obliged to recommend the withdrawal of one of the loans made in this 

county in 1875, amounting to £10, the money not having been properly applied.
County Clare.

The sum available for this county was £414.
There were thirty-six applications for loans embracing sixty applicants, amounting in 

the aggregate to £549.
Qf these there were twenty-nine applications recommended, amounting to £394, 

ranging fr°m £5 to £30. Out of these recommendations the parties took up only 
<'369 mi twenty-seven applications.

In one case 1 recommended a loan of £100 for oyster cultivation.
In some parts of this county most beneficial results have followed the loans. The 

parties were enabled through them to obtain nets and repair their canoes, and when the 
herring season arrived, many of them made what was to them considerable sums of 
money. Some canoes made as much as £80, during a short herring season, with only 
three pieces of nets in the canoe.

County Kerry.
The sum available for the whole county was £2,106 6s.
From the portion of the county Kerry under my charge there were twelve applications 

received, amounting in the aggregate to £960. Of these I recommended for loans 
seven, amounting to £143; and one loan of £500 for oyster cultivation. The -whole 
sum of £143 recommended was taken up, and the sum of £500 for the oyster cultivation 
is now about being issued. The information I received respecting the other applications 
did not warrant me in recommending any loans. My colleague, Major Hayes, reports 
on the other portion of the county in his charge.

The loans issued were of much benefit to the people who obtained them.
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County Limerick.
In this county there was a sum. of £588 available, but no applications received. 

There are no sea fisheries in this county, and no loans have been made in either 1875 
or 1876.

General Remarks.
On the whole, this Act of Parliament has worked most beneficially, and it is gratifying 

to see the punctuality with which the instalments are repaid. At the time of writing 
this report there are overdue in my District only the following instalments :—

Irish Reproductive Loan Fund.
Major Hayes’ Reports for the Counties of Cork and Kerry.

County of Cork.
The amount available for 1876 was £930.
There were sixty-nine applications for loans received during the year, for a total 

amount of £2,681. Of these, I was able to recommend thirty-six, for a gross amount 
of £940.

Two applicants for sums of ten pounds each eventually declined to take up the money; 
the total sum therefore advanced was £920, or within ten pounds of what was available.

Had the sum for disposal been much larger, there were bona fide applications sufficient 
advantageously to absorb double the amount. A good many were declined for want 
of good security, from its being doubtful as to the money being wanted for fishing pur
poses, and many from insufficiency of funds.

As far as my other duties would permit, I have inquired into the application of the 
loans made in 1875 and 1876, and I have reason to believe that in most cases they have 
been fairly expended.

It is gratifying to me, and particularly creditable to the fishermen of the county of 
Cork, to find that on the 23rd February last, the date of a return received from the 
Commissioners of Public Works, every instalment due upon the loans advanced in 1875 
and 1876 in this county had been paid, and in only two cases was it found necessary to 
resort to legal proceedings. There were but two cases in which I was obliged to recom
mend the withdrawal of loans, to the amount of £45, in consequence of the money not 
having been properly applied.

County of Kerry.
The amount available for this county was £2,293.
Total number of applications received was thirty-seven, for a gross amount of £2,106.
In that part of the county lying south and west of Brandon, the number of applications 

was twenty-five, for a gross sum of £1,146 6s.; of these I was able to recommend twenty- 
four, for a total of £1,137. Five of the applicants, for sums altogether amounting to 
£70, declined the loans; the total number who received loans in this portion of the 
county amounted to twenty ; the amount advanced £1,067.

In this county also as in Cork, I have every reason to believe that the money has 
been generally legitimately applied ; and although proceedings had to be taken against 
some nine borrowers to enforce payment of instalments when due, yet it is satisfactory 
to find that on the 23rd February last there was not a single defaulter.

In one case only had a loan to be recalled—this was for a sum of £30—the borrower 
not having fulfilled his engagement as to its expenditure.

£ s. d.
In County Mayo, out of 1875 loans, . 2 16 0

„ out of 1876 loans, . 3 13 2
In County Sligo, out of 1875 loans, 2 1 6

In almost every case in which I have recommended loans, I have personally 
investigated all the circumstances connected with each application in the locality itself, 
and obtained from the best available sources all the information possible respecting 
both applicants and sureties, and in no case recommended any loans where I had the 
slightest doubt of either the proper application of the money, or the solvency of the 
proposed sureties.

To ascertain with accuracy that the money has been properly applied, is the most 
difficult task connected with the administration of this fund. I would prefer the 
repayments of the loans to be endangered, rather than the money should be misapplied ; 
as in the latter case no good results can follow to the fishing industry, while if they be 
properly applied to the purchase of gear or repairs of boats, all the chances are in favour 
of great benefits resulting even though the security for the repayment might be doubtful.

I cannot help saying, that in some cases it would be better to give the fisherman the 
fishing gear he stands in need of rather than the money.
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Mil. Blake’s Report for the County of Galway.

Amount available for 1876, £1,189 ; 114 applications received for £2,401. Recom
mended 82 applications, embracing 197 applicants for £1,189 ; sum issued, £1,144.

As stated in my report for 1875 the people along the sea coast of this county are 
extremely poor. To obtain even a few pounds on loan is with them often a matter of 
the greatest importance. For a temporary accommodation they will frequently give a 
low class of usurers sixty per cent, interest. Impelled by their wants in numerous 
instances from two to four will join in an application for £20 and obtain two securities, 
the understanding with the latter sometimes being that they, too, should obtain a share 
of the loan. Although none of the parties would probably contemplate applying the 
money, if obtained, to the purpose for which it was sought, still referees occupying a 
respectable position are often found to testify their belief that the money would be 
applied to fishery purposes. No doubt in some cases they might be imposed upon by 
the plausible representations made to them, and would often find it difficult to refuse the 
request made. The task of endeavouring to discriminate to whom to give and whom 
to refuse is beset with great difficulties, and to ascertain subsequently whether the 
money has been properly applied still more so.

Having many other duties to attend to in the division particularly under my charge, 
embracing several counties, besides having to attend inquiries in the divisions of my 
colleagues in cases where three inspectors were required, I could not give to the 
preliminary or after inquiries the time necessary. Indeed to do the matter effectually 
would involve some months’ constant work, which it is impossible I could devote unless 
I abandoned other duties. For the future I must rely considerably on the co-operation 
of the coast guard to ascertain whether the money has been properly applied, as it will 
frequently occur that when a call is made on the borrowers they may not be in the 
way, and in some places, such as islands and remote parts of the coast difficult of access, 
an amount of cost, time and hardship would be involved in ascertaining whether some small 
loan had been properly expended far beyond its value. As regards a great part of the 
loans for 1876, I have been unable up to the present, owing to the causes already stated, 
to ascertain from personal investigation whether they have been expended properly, 
and have therefore been obliged to rely in a great measure on other means of infor
mation. So far as I have been able to ascertain, the greater part of the money has 
been applied to fishery purposes, and been productive of benefit to the recipients by 
enabling them to keep in repair existing boats and gear, and in some instances to 
procure new boats and fishing materials, thus keeping some at fishing who otherwise 
might have been compelled to abandon it.

Owing to last season being generally unfavourable for fishing nothing can be said 
as to an increased supply being afforded to the consumer.

In some cases the sums advanced were not wholly applied to fishery purposes, but 
to what extent the deficiency existed in each instance it would be extremely difficult 
to ascertain. During the present year I hope to adopt means to frustrate imposition. 
A most satisfactory feature is the punctuality with which the repayments have been 
made. For 1875 there are no outstanding instalments due, and for 1876 upto 12th 
inst. only £10 105. were overdue, and of this a portion is said to have been forwarded. 
Considering the small means of many of the borrowers, and their securities, the 
punctuality with which they have met their undertakings is creditable and en
couraging.

One of the great difficulties to be met with in administering loans in this county 
proceeds from the very exaggerated idea the people become possessed of, and which 
it is extremely hard to dispossess them of, as to the amount available, the facility 
with which advances could be obtained, and the impunity with which they might use 
the money for other purposes than those connected with fishing.

D
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THE SALMON FISHERIES.

MR. BRADY’S REPORT.
Division extending from Dunmore Head, in the county of Kerry, to Pvossan Point, in 

the county of Donegal, embracing in whole or part the counties of Kerry, Clare, 
Limerick, Tipperary, King’s and Queen’s Counties, Galway, Longford, Westmeath, 
Pvoscommon, Leitrim, Mayo, Fermanagh, Cavan, Monaghan, Donegal, and Sligo ; 
and including the districts of Limerick, Galway, Ballynakill, Bangor, Ballina, 
Sligo, and Ballyshannon.

No. 8, or Limerick District,
Extends from Dunmore Head, in the county of Kerry, to Hag’s Head, in the county 

of Clare, and includes all that part of the country, the waters of which flow into the 
coast between those points.

The general state of the Salmon Fishery in this district is very prosperous.
The take of spring fish in the tideway, on the whole, has been greater than in 

1875. In the former year (1875) there were some heavy takes of spring fish, owing 
to the prevalence of high westerly winds, which invariably have the effect of driving 
in the salmon at once. In 1876 this was not the case, and though as large takes 
were not made at a time as in 1875, they were more general, and the fishing for nearly 
all engines was better. The fine weather, when the peale or grilse began to run, militated 
much against their capture by the drift nets, of which there was an increase during the 
past season of 19. This, however, was rather more favourable to the weirs, taking all 
engines together, the capture in 1876 was greater than in the preceding year. The price, 
owing probably to the small supply going into the markets for some time from Scotland, 
was considerably higher than in 1875, and this added to the increased capture must have 
made the commercial fisheries, in the tideway of the River Shannon particularly, very 
remunerative. The quantity of fish actually captured cannot be ascertained, as there is 
on the part of those who rent fisheries, a not unnatural unwillingness to allow their 
capture to be made known, while as a rule the public fishermen seldom or ever keep 
accounts of the fish captured by them. It would not be easy to find many of them who 
could give any account of the number of fish they had captured during a season. In 
this district the public rights in the tideway predominate largely. There are very few 
several or exclusive fisheries. The returns of the exports of fish during the past season 
from this district are considerably greater than those for some years.

The capture of salmon in the fresh-water portion of the district was greater than that 
of any other year for many years past. The angling was also particularly good in some 
places. Fish were taken by the rod up to a very great weight. One gentleman is 
reported to have killed two in one day of thirty and thirty-five pounds weight, and lost 
another; another four, weighing 100 pounds, two of them being thirty pounds each. 
Others were taken at same time up to thirty-eight pounds weight.

The average size of both spring fish and peale or grilse appears to be steadily increasing. 
Large numbers of spring fish were taken this year, weighing thirty to forty pounds. 
One was taken by a snap net in the fresh water, which weighed fifty-two pounds. The 
average weight of the peale last summer was unusually high.

While this has been the case during the open season, it is particularly gratifying to 
be able to state that the reports received of the quantity of fish ascending after the open 
season had closed are even still more satisfactory. On one of the most important, 
spawning rivers in the district there lias not been for the last twenty-three years 
such a run of fish, both as to size and numbers, as were observed this season. It 
is difficult at so early a period, as it is necessary to obtain reports from the different 
localities, to ascertain with accuracy if the quantity of breeding fish in the rivers was 
greater or less during the winter of 1875 than the preceding year. Even if it were 
possible to obtain such in time to enable the Annual Report on the state of the fisheries 
to be made within the period directed by the Act of Parliament, the prevalence of floods 
during the past breeding season would have completely prevented any observations being 
made in most rivers. The salmon begin to spawn about the middle of December, and 
the greatest spawning months are December and January, though often it runs into 
February. The most important spawning grounds are at Castleconnell and Killaloe in 
the River Shannon, and the Mulcaire, Nenagh, Deel, Maigue, and part of the Suck.

This is the most extensive district in Ireland, the catchment basin of the Shannon 
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alone being over 4,500 square miles. There are many tributaries to this river which 
mio-ht, with a little judicious expenditure of money, be made more available than 
at present, and become valuable feeders to the large commercial fisheries of the main 
river. There are others in which, if improvements were effected, salmon fisheries might, 
if not actually created, be made of some, perhaps in many cases, of large value to the 
neighbouring properties.

This, however, can only be done by co-operation amongst the proprietors along their 
banks. I would just mention one instance in particular which would be of great impor
tance, viz., that of opening up the great lakes of the county Westmeath to salmon.

Outside, and on both sides of the Shannon, both north and south, there are small 
rivers now wholly neglected, which might in like manner be made considerably more 
productive than at present. The funds derived from the licence duties are wholly inade
quate to afford proper protection, even on the waters now largely frequented by salmon 
durino* the spawning season, and to prevent abuses and illegal practices in the open 
season; and therefore from them little can be expected to accomplish many desirable 
improvements. They must, therefore, be left to those riparian proprietors who may 
see it would be for their own interests to carry them out, and in trying to effect this it 
would be the interest of many of the larger private fisheries in the tideway to co-operate.

During the past year applications have been made for certificates for fixed engines 
to be erected on the sites of bag nets formerly existing, and used in 1862, but 
which were declared illegal by the Act of 1863, as being in the estuary of a river. 
These applications are based on the decisions of the cases of Stewart v, Cubitt, Reeves 
v. Robinson, and others, in the Court of Queen’s Bench, and on the case of Williams v. 
Boyd, in the Court of Common Fleas. My colleagues being, however, of opinion that 
we should not now, after so many years have elapsed since the Act of 1863 was passed, 
entertain any such applications, it was decided to refuse holding any meetings (as we 
should do previous to granting certificates) to inquire into the legality of the engine 
for which such certificates were applied. On reconsidering the matter subsequently, 
however, it was decided that before any such applications should be entertained the 
clearest prima facie evidence of title to the engine should be exhibited, together with 
satisfactory reasons for the delay in not applying for such certificates, and that no 
order, judgment, or decision was ever recorded against the engine.

Should such be given in those cases the necessary inquiries will be held into the 
applications now received during the next season.

Applications have also been made by the Conservators for inquiries “into the drift-net 
fishing on the Shannon, with the view of regulating such fishing, as the present by-laws 
are inoperative,” and also “ into the manner and mode of fishing with draft nets from 
the Lax Weir to Meelick river, as the by-law is defective, and does not afford the pro
tection for which it was passed.”

It has been considered by my colleagues that those applications are too general, and 
that before holding the inquiries called for, the Conservators should state definitely what 
they propose. Should satisfactory information be afforded the applications will be con
sidered.

These are the only important applications made from this district during the past 
season, and they will receive consideration during the year.

The great Lax Weir fishery has during the past season changed proprietorship, and 
it is to be hoped that the new proprietors will make it a more successful undertaking 
than the late ones. The surest way of promoting this is by active co-operation with the 
Conservators and others in not only preventing illegal fishing in the tideway, but in 
preserving and protecting the fish during the spawning season.

There is little doubt but in the tidal waters of the Shannon many infringements of 
the laws and of the by-laws made, regulating the use of drift nets, constantly take place. 
As I stated in former reports, without the aid of a naval force it is difficult in a river 
like the Shannon to compete with such.

During the past season application was made for the services of a cruiser to enforce 
the laws in the Shannon during the fishing season, but was not complied with by the 
Lords of the Admiralty.

In my former Report I referred to the case of a mill-dam on an important river in this 
district, which had been erected, if not immediately on, very near to the site of an old 
dam which had been in existence for many years, the new erection forming, however a 
greater obstacle to the fish than the old one. On a complaint being brought, the majority 
of the justices dismissed it on the grounds that it should have been made within six 
months after the dam had been erected. Against this decision an appeal to the Court of 
Queen’s Bench by special case was made, but the question, which is a very important one. 
as affecting other matters not only in this but other districts, has not yet been decided 
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It having been reported that several fixed engines in this district, for which certifi
cates had been granted, had been removed to sites other than those marked on the 
maps annexed to such certificates, the opinion of the Law Adviser was taken on the 
legality or illegality of such a proceeding, and as he considered that the establishment of 
a fixed engine in a substantially different situation from that specified in the certificates 
was illegal, a circular was issued to the owners and occupiers cautioning them against doing 
so. When the fixed engines are in operation during the next season inspections will be 
made, and should any be found erected on sites other than those specified in the maps an
nexed to the certificates, proceedings will be directed as pointed out by the Law Adviser.

During the season there were used in this district the following engines :—232 single 
salmon rods ; 39 cross lines ; 31 snap nets ; 70 draft nets ; 119 drift nets ; 18 pole nets ; 
31 stake nets ; 1 head weir ; 9 boxes or cribs ; G3 gaps or eyes for taking eels ; producing 
a total revenue of £2,074 15$., which, though appearing a large sum, is inadequate to the 
requirements of this large district.

There are about 70 water bailiffs during the open, and about 100 during the close 
season employed by the Conservators, at wages ranging from 7s. to £1 a week.

During the year there were 73 persons prosecuted by the Conservators, and 59 con
victions obtained ; by the Constabulary, with the assistance of the secretary of the 
Conservators, 53, of whom 33 were convicted ; by the coastguard, under same instructions, 
22 persons, of whom 14 were convicted ; and G convictions were obtained by owners of 
several fisheries for trespass. Offences against the fishery laws do not appear to have 
diminished in this district.

The close seasons in this district are—For tidal and fresh waters ;—
“ Between 31st July and 12 th February, save rivers Cashen and Tributaries, and save between Kerry Head 

and Dunmore Head, and Loop Head and Hags Head, and all rivers running into the sea between those points.
“ For Cashen down to its mouth and Tributaries, between 31st August and 1st June ; between Dunmore 

Head and Kerry Head, and all rivers flowing into the sea between those points, between 15th September and 
1st April; between Loop Head and Hags Head, and all rivers running into the sea between those points, 
between 15th September and 1st May.”

For angling with single rods and lines :—
“ Between 30th September and 1st February, save Cashen and Maigue rivers and their Tributaries ; and 

save in all rivers running into the sea between Loop Head and Hags Head, and between Dunmore Head and 
Kerry Head. For Cashen and Tributaries, between 30th September and IGth March ; for Maigue and 
Tributaries, between 30th September and 20th February ; between Loop Head and Hags Head, between 15th 
September and 1st May ; and between Dunmore Head and Kerry Head, between 15th September and 1st April.”

The by-laws in force in the district are as follows :—
Tn River Shannon :—

“ Prohibiting net fishing in that part of the River Shannon between Wellesley-bridge and the Railway 
bridge, between 1st June and 12th February.

<f First.—Prohibiting between the 20th day of July and 1st day of November in each year, the use of draft 
nets, oi' any other net or nets used as a draft net, having a foot-rope and leads or weights affixed thereto, within 
the following limits, viz. :—In that part of the River Shannon situate between the fishing weir known as the 
Lax Weir, and a line drawn due north and south across the said River Shannon at the western extremity of 
Graigue Island.

i( Second.—Prohibiting draft nets for the capture of fish of any kind, of a mesh less than one and three- 
quarter inches from knot to knot, to be measured along the side of the square, or seven inches to be measured 
all round each such mesh, such measurements being taken in the clear when the net is wet, in the tidal parts of 
the River Shannon, or in the tidal parts of any of the rivers flowing into the said River Shannon.

“ Prohibiting the fishing for salmon or trout by any means whatsoever, within a space of twenty yards from 
the weir wall of Tarmonbarry, on the River Shannon.

“ Prohibiting having nets for capture of salmon or trout on board any cot or curragh between mouth of 
Shannon and Wellesley-bridge, in the city of Limerick, or in tidal parts of any rivers flowing into the said 
River Shannon between said points, between the hours of nine o’clock on Saturday morning and three o’clock on 
Monday morning; or between Wellesley-bridge and the Navigation Weir at Killaloe, in the county of Clare 
between eight o’clock on Saturday morning and four o’clock on Monday morning.”

In Rivers Shannon and Maio-ue :—o
“ Prohibiting the shooting of fish in that part of River Shannon between Portumna-bridge and Shannon-bridge 

and also in River Maigue.” . ° ’

In Rivers Shannon, Maigue, and Askeaton, and Clonderlaw Bay :—
“ Regulating the use of drift nets as follows :__
“ First.—That no drift nets of greater length than 100 yards shall be used for the capture of salmon or trout 

in any part of the River Shannon between Limerick and a line drawn across the river below Askeaton, from 
Aughnish Point, in the county of Limerick, to Kildysart, in the county of Clare.

“ »Se< ond.—That no drift nets of greater length than 200 yards shall be used for the capture of salmon op 
trout in any other tidal waters of the River Shannon, oi* in Clonderlaw Bay.

“ Third.—That no two or more drift nets shall be attached together in any way or be allowed to drift 
within 150 yards of each other in the River Shannon, or in Clonderlaw Bay.

boi. RTH. That no drift nets below or seaward of a line drawn across the River Shannon, from Aughnish 
I oint, in the county of Limerick, to Kildysart, in the county of Clare, shall be used within the line of low- 
water mark of ordinary spring tides.
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“ Fifth.__That no drift nets shall be used in Clonderlaw Bay above a line drawn from Knock to Lacknabahee,
in the county of Clare. ... ,,

“ Sixth.__That no drift nets shall be used in the Bivers Maigue or Askeaton.’

In Lough Ree-:—
“ Permitting the use of nets, having a mesh of five inches in the round, measured when the net is wet.”

Iii River Fergus :—
« Prohibiting the fishing for salmon or trout by any means whatsoever, within a space of twenty yards from 

the weir wall of Ennis. . „
a Prohibiting the use of drift nets in the tidal parts of Biver.”

In River Maigue :—
(c Prohibiting the use of draft nets between Ferry Drawbridge and the old bridge of Adare.
“ Prohibiting use of all nets, except landing-nets as auxiliary to rod and line, above Bailway bridge below 

Adare.”

Galway District

Extends from Flag’s Head, in the county of Clare, to Slyne Head, in tlie county Galway, 
and includes all that part of the country, the waters of which flow into the coast between 
those points.

In this district, although the state of the fisheries is reported to be satisfactory, yet, 
the take of fish generally was less in 1876 than the preceding year. It is difficult to 
account for this, or to assign any reason why in a district where the rivers are generally 
well protected, where the proprietors of the fisheries spend annually large sums of 
money in preservation, and where there are no fixed engines, no pollutions, or indeed 
any practice detrimental to the fisheries, there should be any falling off in the capture. 
Some attribute it to the dry season and low state of the water. However, taking an 
average of five years past as compared with five preceding years, there is an increase in 
the quantity captured.

The great angling waters of Ballinahinch were let for the past year to an enterprising 
<rentleman at a very large rent. All nets were removed, and no fishing, save by single 
rods and lines, allowed. The rivers and lakes therefore formed, during the past 
year, a greater attraction than usual to anglers, and were largely availed of. I have 
"been informed that these waters have been again taken this year by the same gentle
man, and that no netting will be permitted. Those who enjoy the sport of angling will, 
it is hoped, have a good season. If they do not it will not be for the want of fish.

The river and lakes were in fact too well stocked with fish last year, and large 
captures were made. The removal of the nets and weirs from these waters will no doubt 
have the effect of bringing a large influx of visitors to the locality next season.

There are few districts in the country on which more care, attention, and expense, are 
bestowed in endeavouring to improve the fisheries.

Complaints were made during the past year of an obstruction in the Costelloe river ; 
but on inspection it was found that instead of the sluice complained of being an obstruc
tion to the free ascent of fish, it afforded greater facilities, and was a vast improvement 
to the fisheries, lhe lessees of this fishery are most liberal in everything connected 
with it, and spare no expense in protecting and developing the fisheries.

The season for angling has been extended to the 1st of November on the Spiddal 
river. This is the only change made.

During th-e season the following engines were used in the district, viz. :—111 single 
salmon rods ; 9 cross lines and rods ; 12 draft nets ; 3 trammel nets ; G boxes or cribs ; 
25 gaps or eyes for taking eels; producing a revenue of £254 10s., being an increase of 
£7 10s. over the preceding year.

The close seasons in force in the district are as follows—For tidal and upper waters :— 
“ Between 15th August and 1st February.”

For angling with single rod and line :—
“ Between 15th October and 1st February, save in Caslila and Doohulla and Spiddal rivers and Tributaries, 

which is between 31st October and 1st February.”

The by-laws in force are:—
« Prohibiting the use of the instrument commonly called strokehaul or snatch, or any other such instrument, 

in Biver Galway, Loughs Corrib or Mask, or their Tributaries.
“ Prohibiting the snatching or attempting to snatch salmon in any tidal or fresh water in the Galway district 

with any kind of fish hook, covered in part or in whole with any matter or thing, or uncovered.
“ Prohibiting the use of nets of any kind whatsoever in any part of the rivers known as the Clare and Clare- 

Galway or Turloughmore rivers, in the county of Galway, above the junction of the said rivers with Lou"h 
Corrib, in the county of Galway.”
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Ballynakill District

Extends from Slyne Head, county Galway, to Pigeon Point, county Mayo, and includes 
all that part of the country, the waters of which flow into the coast between those two 
points.

This is perhaps the least important district in my charge, and taking it generally, I 
think less care is bestowed on its management by the Conservators than that of other 
districts. I referred to this in former reports; and yet the fishing during the past year 
has been unprecedentedly good. The capture has been larger than for many years past, 
particularly in Killary Bay. The quantity of breeding fish has also considerably increased.

Application has been made to permit the use of small meshed nets in the estuary of 
the Dawross river, which shall form the subject of inquiry during the next season. This 
is the only application received from the district in the past year.

The proprietors of the several rivers in this district employ bailiffs at their own expense. 
Offences against the fishery laws have diminished, there having been only five prosecu
tions during the year.

The following engines were used in the district in 1876, viz. :—49 single salmon rods ; 
16 draft nets; 1 pole net; producing a total revenue of only £99, a sum far short of that 
absolutely necessary to afford proper protection.

The average weight of salmon in this district is from 12 to 14 lbs., and of peale or 
grilse, 6 to 7 lbs. They are nearly all exported. There are no pollutions or poisonous 
matters entering the rivers. The number of people employed at salmon fishing in the 
district amounted to about 148.

The close seasons in force are as follows—In tidal and fresh waters :—
“Between 31st August and 16th February, save in Louisburgh and Carrownisky rivers and estuaries, which 

is between 15th September and 1st July.”

For angling with single rod :—
“ Between 31st October and 1st February, save in Louisburgh and Carrownisky rivers, which is between 

31st October and 1st July.”

There are no special by-laws in the district.

Bangor District

Extends from Pigeon Point, county Mayo, to Ben wee Head, and includes all that part 
of the country, the waters of which flow into the coast between those two points.

The general state of the fisheries in this district is very good. The take of salmon 
throughout has been much more productive than in 1875. The rivers in this 
district suffered very much for some years by poaching, which even yet has not 
been altogether put down, though offences against the fishery laws have diminished. 
There were nine bag nets used on the coast in this district during the season,, 
which participated largely in the increased capture during the year. After these 
nets were re-erected it was considered by the proprietors of not only the neighbouring 
rivers but of those very many miles away, that great injury would result to those rivers 
by their erection. Experience since shows that the injurious effects feared have not fol
lowed, and that the rights of property granted to owners and occupiers of land bordering 
on the sea coast, by the Act of 1842, may be safely exercised without causing injury to 
the river fisheries. This will depend on the distance from the mouths or estuaries of 
rivers where such fixed engines are erected. The Legislature has prevented stake nets 
within one mile of the mouth of any river, and bag nets within three miles, or in the 
estuary of any river; and with these restrictions, an ample annual close time, and the 
weekly close time, such engines may be found in many places not only not injurious to 
the river fisheries, but important to have as providing a source of revenue for protection, 
which without them would be lost. This was the case in this district for several years 
during which those bag nets after 1864 were not fished, and during that time there was 
no increased capture observable in the river fishings. Since 1873 "these nets have been 
affording a revenue of nearly £100 a year for protection.

Application has been made to alter the definition of the estuary of the conjoined rivers 
Owenmore and Owenduff, which shall be inquired into in the spring. This is consequent 
on an application made for the restoration of two bag nets alleged to have been legally 
erected in 1862 on Achill Island, but which were found to be within the estuary as de
fined by our predecessors. There is no more important or difficult duty imposed on the 
Inspectors than the re-definition of estuaries of rivers. The Act of 32 & 33 Vic., c. 92, 
directs these things to be done, but except in cases where application has been made for 
alterations no inquiry has been held into any of the definitions heretofore made.
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During the year, on the application of the Conservators and the proprietors, after a 
public inquiry, the angling season has been extended on the Ballycroy, Bellaveeny, and 
Owenduff rivers, and in all rivers on Achill Island, to the 1st November.

With the exception of the Ballycroy, these rivers contain only white trout. In the 
Ballycroy it was the intention to have extended the season only to the 15th October, as 
applied for by the Conservators, though the proprietors desired the full extension as now 
given, and the decision made has given great satisfaction to those gentlemen.

I object on principle to extending a fishing season to a period of the year when, with 
rare exceptions indeed, the fish captured are in bad condition, many of them being 
heavy spawning fish, and nearly all red. In the Ballycroy River I made some experiments 
in a preceding year in the month of October, and found this to be the case with nearly 
all the fish then taken. There were only a few then captured. The application to 
extend the season was, however, urgently renewed last year; and at a public inquiry, 
at which I had the- advantage of the assistance of one of my colleagues, so strong 
a case was made out that it was difficult to decide against an extension, particularly as 
the proprietors, through their agents, pledged themselves to adopt measures for better 
protection and to prevent gaffs being used at the late period of the season, if their appli
cation were granted.

The season now fixed must remain so for three years, and during that time I hope to 
be able to ascertain if the good results promised have followed.

In this district application has been received for two more bag nets, alleged to have 
been legally erected in 1862 on the Curraun property, which has lately been purchased 
by an English gentleman ; and also for six fixed draft nets in the estuary of the Owen- 
more and Owenduff rivers. These will form the subject of inquiry during the spring.

The fisheries in this district have greatly improved. On the Carrowmore Lake, which 
discharges by the Munhim River, once famous for its great winter fishing—that being 
the best season when the primest fish could be had—the fishing has been better than for 
many years past. In all the rivers in the district it has also been much better.

The quantity of breeding fish observed in the rivers during the last spawning season has 
increased. I here are no pollutions or poisonous matter running into any of the rivers. 
Angling is prohibited on most of the rivers during the descent of the fry, so that the 
prospects of the district are very satisfactory.

There are twenty-seven bailiffs employed in the district by private individuals, some 
all the year round, and some only in the open season.

The following engines were usedin 1876 :■—25 salmon rods; 27 draft nets; 9 bag nets; 
2 gaps or eyes for eels; producing a revenue of £198, a sum totally inadequate for the 
proper protection of these important rivers. In fact it does not meet more than one- 
third of the bailiffs’ salaries, the difference being made up by the tidal proprietors or 
lessees.

The close seasons in the district are as follows—For tidal and fresh waters :—
“ Between 31st August and IGth February, save in Newport, Glenamoy, Burrislioole, and Owengarve Rivers 

and Estuaries; for Newport River and Estuary, 31st August and 20th March; for Glenamoy River and 
Estuary, 15th September and 1st May; for Burrishoole and Owengarve and Estuaries, 31st August and IGth 
February.”

For angling with single rod :—
“ Between 30th September and 1st May, save Burrishoole between 31st October and 1st February, Newport 

between 30th September and 1st May, Owengarve and Glenamoy 31st October and 1st May, Owenmore and 
Munhim 30th September and 1st February, Owenduff or Ballycroy 1st November and 1st February.”

The by-laws in force in the district are as follows :—
“ Prohibiting the removal of gravel or sand from any part of the bed of the Owenmore River, in the county 

of Mayo, where the spawning of salmon or trout may take place.
“ Permitting the use of nets with meshes of one and a half inches from knot to knot (to be measured along 

the side of the square, or six inches to be measured all round each such mesh, such measurements being taken 
in the clear, when the net is wet), within so much of the said Rivers Owenduff or Ballycroy, Owenmore, and 
Munhim, as lies above the mouth as defined, during so much of the months of June, J uly, and August, as do 
now or at any time may form part of the open season for the capture of salmon or trout, with nets in the said 
rivers.”

Ballina District
Extends from Benwee Head, county Mayo, to Coonamore Point, in the county Sligo, 

and includes all that part of the country, the waters of which flow into the coast between 
those two points.

About the most important commercial fisheries in the country are in this district. 
Large sums of money are annually expended by the proprietors of the Lower Water 
Fisheries on protection, and no care or expense is spared in endeavouring to improve 
the fisheries.
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They have for some years been fluctuating, and last year I was obliged to report that 
the take of fish was less than the previous one. It is very gratifying now to be able to 
report that the capture during the past year has been considerably better than that of 
1875. There are not in Ireland two better managed districts, so far as protection is 
afforded, than this and Galway. In this the reward has been obtained, in the Galway 
district it has not. It is difficult to assign any reason for this. It is stated in this 
district that the great increase in the capture is to be attributed to a favourable spawn
ing season and floods in the spring which carried down the fry safely to sea, and little 
opportunity was afforded for their destruction upon the tributaries. In a dry spring it is 
impossible to calculate the proportion lost compared with the quantity that gets to sea. 
The absence of glassen in Killala Bay during the descent of the fry was also in favour 
of the salmon fishing, it being well known that these fish prey upon the salmon fry to 
an enormous extent.

The bag nets in Killala Bay and the netting in the upper waters did not share in the 
general prosperity of the year.

During the past year an inquiry has been held, on the application of the Conservators, 
with the view to putting some restrictions on drift net fishing, the particulars relative 
to which were set forth in my last report. All the Inspectors attended on the occasion, 
and the subject is now under consideration. A decision will be made on the evidence 
then taken before the next fishing season. No matter what law may be made with 
respect to these engines, I do not think it ever can be properly enforced without the 
active exertions of the Coast Guard on both sides of the bay.

The quantity of breeding fish observed has been much greater in some of the tribu
taries, in others less. The protection afforded during the past spawning season has 
been greater than the preceding one. There are no pollutions or poisonous matter 
flowing into the rivers. Gratings have been erected at nearly all the mills where neces
sary. Angling is prohibited during April and May, by which the fry are saved. Offences 
against the fishery laws have diminished, owing to the exertions of the Constabulary. 
Aljout £700 a year are expended by the proprietors of the tidal waters of the Moy; 
about £15 on the Easkey, by the proprietor; and a large sum on the Rathfran, by the 
proprietor of the bag nets at Kilcumin. So that there is every reason to expect that the 
fisheries of this important district should go on improving, though there cannot be 
a doubt in my mind but fluctuations in fishing will occur no matter what may be done.

The following engines have been used in the district in 1876 :—97 salmon rods; 31 
draft nets; 36 drift nets; 5 bag nets; 7 boxes or cribs; 12 gaps or eyes for eels; 
producing a revenue of £430, which would be totally inadequate for protection but for 
the subsidies mentioned above.

The close seasons in force are—For tidal waters—
•‘Between 12th August and 16th March, save Palmerston and Easkey rivers, between 31st August and 1st 

June.”

For upper waters—
“Between 31st July and 1st February, save Palmerston and Easkey rivers, between 31st August and 1st 

June.”

The by-laws in force are as follows :—
“ Permitting use of nets with meshes of one and a quarter inches from knot to knot (to be measured along 

the side of the square, or five inches to be measured all round each such mesh, such measurements being taken 
in the clear, when the net is wet).

“ Prohibiting angling for trout during April and May in each year—Loughs Conn and Cullen excepted.”

Sligo District

Extends from Coonamore Point, County Sligo, to Mullaghmore Point, and includes 
that part of the country, the waters of which flow into the coast between those two 
points.

The general condition of the fisheries in this district is reported as satisfactory. There 
has been a great increase in the capture of fish over the preceding year.

The fishing in January has been increasing every year, and through the permission of 
the lessee of the tidal fisheries I have been allowed to inspect his books confidentially. 
I cannot therefore say more than that they exhibit a state of things which surprised me 
not a little, for I had no idea that the value of the fishing in this month was anything like 
what they represented. Application has been made on behalf of the upper proprietors 
to prohibit this January fishing, and it will form the subject of inquiry as soon as other 
business will permit. I have attended the fishing every year, on the first night of the 
opening, and saw all the fish taken on the first day. They were all of the finest quality.
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Application has also been made to put restriction on the use of certain fixed draft nets 
used in that river, and for which certificates have been granted.

The quantity of breeding fish observed during the last spawning season is reported to 
be too large. They commence to spawn in November—the greatest spawning month is 
the last fortnight in December—and the spawning is over in January. The breeding 
fish are well protected. The salmon are increasing in size • the peale continue about 
the same. There are no pollutions, save a little flax-water now and again,. but this is 
stated to be well looked after. Offences against the fishery laws are diminishing. 
There are 22 bailiffs employed by the Conservators, 32 by the lessee of the tidal waters 
of the Sligo river, 25 by the proprietor of Ballisadare, and 2 by another proprietor.

The engines used during the year were :—22 salmon rods; 18 draft nets ; 1 bag net; 
9 gaps or eyes for eels; producing a revenue of £95, which is wholly inadequate for the 
necessary protection. It is however largely supplemented, as stated before.

The close seasons in force are—For tidal waters—
“ Between 19th August and 4th February, save Sligo river, which is between 15th July and 1st January.”

For fresh waters—
“Between 19th August and 4th February.”

For angling with single rod—
“ Between 30th September and 1st February, save tidal parts of Sligo river, which is between 30th September 

and 1st January. Drumcliffe river and Glencar lake between 19th October and 1st February.”

The by-laws in force are as follows :—
« Prohibiting the snatching, or attempting to snatch, salmon in Sligo river with any kind of fish-hook, 

covered in part or in ■whole, or uncovered.
“ Permitting use of nets with meshes of half an inch from knot to knot, for capture of fish.’

Ballysiiannon District

Extends from Mullaghmore, in the county of Sligo, to Rossan Point, in the county 
of Donegal, and includes that part of the country, the waters of which flow into the 
coast between those points.

In this district there is also one of the largest commercial fisheries in Ireland, and 
I am gratified at being able to report a great increase in capture in 1876 over that of 
1875.

The proprietors of the Erne river have again during the past close season been good 
enough to make experiments on the quantity of fish passing up after the open fishing 
season had closed, by keeping, with the permission of the Inspectors, the boxes or cribs 
in fishing order during the greater part of the close season. The following was the 
result:—

Table.

0 This fish was killed in Longhead River on 28th November, 1876.

Of course, all the fish captured were released when marked.

Date. ■
No. of Fish 
Captured. Weight, &c. Observations.

August 26, 2 10 lbs. each,
No. of Medals.

Hen fish, fresh, . . . .17 and 18.
28, 1 7 ... Cock, fresh, 19.

’’ 29, *1 12 „ . . . Do., 20.
„ 30, 1 10 „ ... Hen, fresh, 21.

September 1, . 1 9 „ ... Do., 22.
2 1 9 ,, Do., 23.

r, b • 2 11 lbs. and 7 lbs., Do., . 24 and 25.
„ 6, . 2 7 lbs. each, Do., . . 26 and 27.
„ 8, . 1 8 „ ... Do., 28.
„ 9, . 1 7 ,, ... Do., 29.
„ 12, .

20, .
2
2

8 lbs. and 7 lbs.,
6 „ and 10 ,,

Dead, fin cut off.
Cock fish and hen fish, red, . . 30 and 31.

21, 1 11 lbs., .... Cock, red, 32.
October 4, 1 15 „ .... Hen, fresh, 33.

„ 9> • 1 6 „ .... Cock, red, 34.
„ 12, 1 5 „ .... Hen, red, 35.
„ IB 1 6 „ .... Hen, fresh, 36.

November 1, 1 9 „ .... Hen, red, ..... 37.

E
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These experiments have now gone on for three seasons, and only two fish have been 
recaptured, both in different rivers, viz.:—One taken on October 19, 1875, was captured 
by angling in the Bundrowes river, on the 30th March, 1876, increased in weight about 
2 lbs.; and one taken on 29th August, 1876, was got dead in Loughead river, near 
Killybegs, in November, 1876—not increased in weight.

There has been also a large increase in the quantity of eels captured, which in this 
district is an industry of large commercial value.

The engines used were :—178 salmon rods; 7 cross lines ; 95 draft nets ; 2 pale nets; 
1 stake net; 4 boxes or cribs; 47 gaps or eyes for eels ; producing a total revenue of 
£598. The proprietors of the tidal waters in the Erne river largely supplement tlm 
funds, as the amount of licence duty is wholly inadequate for proper protection.

The close seasons in force are as follows :—
For tidal and fresh waters—

“ Between 19th. August and 1st March, save River Eske and tributaries, which is 17th September and 1st 
April.”

For angling with single rods—
“ Between 9th October and 1st March, save Bunduff, which is between 30th September and 1st February; 

Bundrowes, between 30th September and 1st January, and, save Erne, between 30th September and 1st 
March.”

The by-laws in force are as follows :—
“ Permitting use of nets with meshes of one inch from knot to knot in tideway of River Erne.
“Repealing by-law of 24th February, 18 60,[prohibiting use of nets -with meshes less than one inch for capture 

of fish of any kind on that part of the coast of the county Donegal inside or to the north-east and north of lines 
drawn from Rossan Point to Teelin Head, and from Teelin Head to Carrigan Head, and from Carrigan Head 
to Muckross Point, all in the barony of Bannagh and county of Donegal.

“ Permitting use of nets with meshes of one inch from knot to knot, for capture of fish by persons having 
right to use nets in Lough Erne, between Enniskillen and Belleek, between 1st May and first day of close season 
in each year.

“ Prohibiting the capture of fish of any description ■with the instrument commonly called and known by the 
name of the Spoonbait, or any other instrument of the like nature or device, during the months of January, 
February, and March in each year, in that part of the River Erne situated between the Falls of Belleek and a 
line drawn due south across the river, from the point of Castlecaldwell demesne, by the eastern point of the 
Muckinish, or White Island, to the opposite bank, all in the county of Fermanagh.

“ Permitting use of nets fox* the capture of fish with meshes of one inch from knot to knot (to be measured 
along the side of the square, ox* four inches to be measured all round each such mesh, such measurements bein<r 
taken in the clear when the net is wet), within so much of the River Eany Water, or Inver, in the county of 
Donegal, as lies above the mouth of said river as defined.”

Having made a request of my colleagues to be relieved from the duties of this district 
and it having been acceded to by them, it has been transferred to my colleague, Mi\ 
Blake, and is now annexed to that part of the country under his charge.

General Remarks.
On the whole, in that part of the country under my charge, the salmon fisheries during 

the past year have been unprecedentedly productive, and the prospects for the future are 
most satisfactory.

There are a few matters to which I referred in former reports, on which it would be 
desirable to have amended legislation. With these observations, and acknowledgments 
of the important services which are now being rendered by the Royal Irish Constabulary 
since the recent orders given to them for the protection of the salmon fisheries; and of 
the cordial co-operation almost invariably received from the Coast Guard, I respectfully 
submit my report on the salmon fisheries of that part of the country between Dunmore 
Head,, in the county of Kerry, and Rossan Point, in the county of Donegal, for vour 
Grace’s consideration.

THOMAS F. BRADY.
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MAJOR HAYES’ REPORT.
Division extending from Slea Head in the County of Kerry in the west to Wicklow 

Head in the east, and including eight fishery districts—viz., No. 7, Killarney; No. 6°, 
Kenmare ; No. 62, Bantry; No. 61, Skibbereen ; No. 5, Cork; No. 4,Lismore ; No. 3, 
Waterford ; and No. 2, Wexford, which embrace the whole or portions of the 
following counties, viz.:—Kerry, Cork, Waterford, Tipperary, Limerick, Kilkenny, 
Carlow, Wexford, Queen’s County, King’s County, Kildare, and Wicklow.

No. 7.—Killarney District.
Embracing all the waters flowing into the sea, and the fisheries along the coast, between 

Lamb Head and Dunmore Head, both in the county of Kerry.
Although the weather during 1876 was not favourable for net fishing, in conse

quence of its excessive dryness, the waters being exceptionally low from April to the end 
of July, the capture was considerably in excess (about one-sixth more) than that of 1875. 
It is reported that very great quantities of salmon were seen in the estuary outside, but 
from want of water in the rivers, to induce them to ascend, many returned to sea again.

The stock of breeding fish in the rivers is said to be considerably greater than in 1875; 
and as the constabulary are now rendering valuable service in the way of protection 
and the staff of water-bailiffs is good, I anticipate a considerable improvement in the 
future.

No difference in the size of fish as compared with 1875—salmon averaging 10 lbs., 
peale 5 lbs.

Previously to the new close season order prohibiting angling to the middle of April 
in the Maine and Brown Flesk rivers, large quantities of fry used to be taken by rods; 
this is now prevented.

Poisoning in the Brown Flesk by means of lime, I regret to say, still continues. It 
is so simple a mode of killing fish, and so very difficult to detect, that I am not sanguine 
of its being effectually put an end to at an early date; but still if all the upper classes 
would unite in discouraging this illegal work, by every means in their power, one of 
them being not to purchase fish illegally captured, and carried about for sale concealed 
in one way or another, this most desirable object would in time be attained.

Offences against the Fishery Laws are reported to be increasing; and certainly the list 
of prosecutions instituted during the year is formidable—no less than ninety. About 
half this number ended in convictions, for which various penalties were awarded ; the 
remaining cases were dismissed.

Nearly all the salmon captured in this district is exported to England, not more than 
five per cent, being retained for home consumption.

The close seasons as fixed for the different rivers of the district will be found at page 
70 of the Appendix.

I consider that the salmon fisheries of the Killarney district are in a very satisfactory 
condition.

In my report for 1875 I drew a comparison between the amount captured during the 
five years ending with and including 1874 as compared with the quantity taken during 
the five years ending in 1869, showing an annual average increase of nearly one-fourth 
during the latter period. I have little doubt but that year by year I shall have the satis
faction of being able to report an equal, if not a greater, progressive increase ; and that 
the five yearly period ending in 1879 will prove very satisfactory.

There is only one weir of any kind authorized to be used in this district for the capture 
of salmon, viz., the stone weir at Waterville, the property of James Butler, esq.

Amount of Revenue from licence duties, &c., in 1876, £404; as compared with £347 
in 1875, an increase of £57.

The by-laws in force are—
1st. Dated 27th October, 1858 :—

« Prohibiting during the salmon close season, the use of draft nets having a foot-rope and leads or weights 
affixed thereto, in the Estuary of Castlemaine inside the Bar of Inch.”

2nd. Dated Sth February, 1865 :—
“ Prohibiting the catching, or attempting to catch, salmon in any tidal water with a spear, lyster, otter, 

strokehaul, dree-draw, or gaff, except when the latter instrument may be used solely as auxiliary to angling 
with rod and line, or for the purpose of removing fish from any legal weir or box by the owner or occupier 
thereof.”

E 2
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3rd. Dated 7th March, 1870 :—
“ Permitting the space between the bars or rails of the inscales, and of the heck or upstream side of the boxes 

or cribs of the Waterville Weir to be one and a quarter inches apart.”

4th. Dated 18th February, 1871 :—
tc Prohibiting use of nets between Waterville Weir and mouth of river as defined, between twelve o’clock, 

noon, on Friday, and six o’clock on Saturday morning, and between six o’clock, Monday morning, and twelve 
o’clock, noon, same day in each week during open season.”

No. 63.—Kenmare District.
Extending from Crow Head to Lamb Head, in the county of Kerry.
The fishing season of 1876 in this district is the fourth in succession upon which I have 

been able to report satisfactorily. My report for 1873 contained the following :—“ The 
“ season 1873 was a most successful one in every way, both as to the quantity of salmon 
“ captured and the number of breeding fish in the spawning beds.” In that for 1874 will 
be seen—“ The capture in 1874 is reported to have been greater than in the preceding 
“ year, and the stock of breeding fish quite as abundant;” and in my report for 1875 will 
be found—“This district has been specially favoured in 1875, as the reports received 
“ are of the most satisfactory character, the quantity of salmon captured being consider- 
“ ably in excess of the take of 1874;” and I am now able to say from the reports for 1876 
received from the district, that the capture has been larger than in 1875, and the 
quantity of white trout has increased, it is said, “ tenfold.”

The stock of breeding fish in the spawning beds much about the same as in 1875.
No change in the average size of the fish captured—salmon from 7 to 9 lbs., peale 

3 to 5 lbs.
Offences against the fishery laws are reported to have diminished, only four prosecu

tions having taken place. In three of these convictions were had, but the fourth ended 
in an acquittal.

As the fisheries of this district are a considerable distance from the nearest railway, 
the price obtained for salmon is exceptionally low, varying from 6d. to 7d. per lb. 
Most of it is purchased by a commercial firm, and cured in tins.

The close season for nets and rods will be found at page 70 of the Appendix to this 
Report.

There are no by-laws in force in the district.
The only fixed engine for the capture of salmon authorized to be used is one bag-net, 

the property of E. B. Hartopp, esq., at West Cove.
Although I have been enabled for several years to report favourably of the condition 

of the fisheries of the Kenmare district, I should by no means wish it to be inferred that 
they have, by any means, reached their best. There are several most valuable spawn
ing rivers which receive but little protection, and it is much to be lamented that 
the proprietors of these fisheries do not combine and carry out protection as it should be. 
I am convinced that it would well repay them for the trouble and outlay. The funds 
derived from licence duties, &c., are insufficient to do more than protect efficiently two, 
or at most three, of the nine rivers comprised in this district; therefore, if we are to hope 
for any very large increase it must be from the action of the proprietors or lessees taking 
the matter in hand, and by resolutely putting down poaching, to render these valuable 
rivers as productive as they ought to be.

The arrangements for artificial propagation of salmon on the Blackwater, carried on 
by R. J. Mahony, esq., of Dromore Castle, have again, I am sorry to say, been inter
fered with this year by an accident. The situation had been changed, and a new concrete 
dam and channels had been made, the stock of ova laid down, when an unprecedented, 
fall of rain occurred (nearly one inch in three hours), causing such a flood that the 
covers were lifted from the boxes, and a large proportion of the eggs were swept away, 
only about 30,000 remaining in good order.

Amount of Revenue for 1876, £73 3s. 4c?. ; as compared with £78 12s. 6d. for 1875, 
a decrease of about £5 in the last year.

No. 62, Bantry District.
Extending from Mizen Head to Crow Head in the county of Cork.
The capture of salmon in this district in 1876 more than doubled that of 1875 by nets, 

but less by rods, in consequence of the unusual dryness of the season for several months. 
From returns which I have been able to obtain confidentially, I am able to say, without 
quoting figures, that in the five years ending with the season 1876, the capture has been
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considerably over one-third more than that of the five preceding years ending with the 
season of 1871. . .. •

It is reported that less fish have been seen on the spawning beds than in previous years.
The average price obtained for salmon was 6tZ. to Set. per lb.; and, as in the case of 

Kenmare, the greater part is purchased for the purpose of being cured in tins, as in 
Kenmare district.

It has been on many occasions represented that if a fish pass were constructed upon 
the falls near the mouth of the Dunnemark river, a considerable extent of spawning 
ground would be opened up and rendered productive, and it has been alleged that this 
might be done at a comparatively small cost.

Although the falls are of a formidable character, as viewed with the object of provid
ing means for fish to ascend, I believe myself that the construction of such a fish pass is 
quite possible ; and as it would prove a public benefit, besides well repaying the principal 
owner of the property (the Earl of Kenmare) for the outlay, it is to be hoped that some 
attempt will be made to accomplish so desirable an object.

The close season for this district will be seen on reference to page 70 of Appendix.,
No fixed engines for the capture of salmon have been sanctioned.
Offences against the fishery laws reported to have diminished.
Amount of revenue received from licence duties, &c., £52 18s. llcZ., as compared with 

£48 for the year 1875, being an increase of nearly £5 in 1876.
There are only two by-laws in operation in this district. The first is dated 7ih 

March, 1870.
“ Permitting use of nets of a inesh of one and a quarter inches from knot to knot (to be measured along the 

side of the square, or five inches to be measured all round each such mesh, such measurement being taken in 
the clear when the net is wet), in the tidal waters of the Bantry district, which comprises the whole of the sea 
along the coast between Mizen Head in the county of Cork and Crow Head in the same county, and around any 
islands or rocks situate off same, with the whole of the tideways along said coast and rivers, and the whole of 
the tidal portions of the several rivers and their tributaries flowing into said coast.”

The second, 21st June, 1871. i
“ Prohibiting use of all nets, save landing-nets, as auxiliary to rods and lines in fresh-water portions of ’the 

Snave or Coomhola, Mealagh, or Dunnamark, Owvane, and Carrigboy rivers.”

No. 61, Skibbereen District.
Extending from Galley Head to Mizen Head, both in the county of Cork.
In 1875 I was able to report as follows :—“ The capture in this district was nearly 

half as much again as in 1874”; and for 1876 I am in a position to say that the netting 
season was very considerably more productive than in 1875—indeed the capture amounted 
to very nearly double in 1876-—although I regret that in common with most other rivers, 
those in the Skibbereen district suffered from the dryness of the season, and the angling 
was in consequence very unsatisfactory.

Complaints have been made from time to time that the angling in this district has not 
been so good since the last close season order was made in 1873, which permitted the 
use of nets to a later period of the year than formerly, and also that the operation of the 
by-law permitting nets, of 5-inch mesh to be used in the Hen river has been injurious.

These complaints will receive proper attention, and if substantiated and it be shown 
that in the interests of the fisheries certain changes should be made, it will be our duty 
to carry them out.

The quantity of fish seen on the spawning beds is reported to be less than in the pre
ceding year.

Three-fourths of the salmon captured are exported, the price realized being only from 
5cZ. to 6cZ. per lb. ; most are purchased for the purpose of being cured, as in the Bantry 
and Kenmare districts.

Offences against the fishery laws are reported to be on the decrease.
The close season table will be found on reference to page 70 of the Appendix to this 

Report.
No fixed engines for the capture of salmon have been sanctioned.
Revenue received from licence duties, &c., £64 7s. 4cZ., as against £5 9’received jn 187q, 

being an increase of about £5 as compared with the latter year.
There is only one by-law in force, viz., that dated 28th February, 1874.
“ Permitting use of nets with meshes of one and a quarter inches from knot to knot, for the capture of 

salmon and trout.”
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No. 5, Cork District.

Extending from Ballycotton Head to Galley Head, both in the county of Cork.
The salmon fisheries throughout the Cork district for 1876 are reported to have been 

prosperous, although as regards the upper waters it was alleged that the quantity of 
fish ascending during the angling season was much under that of 1875.

This scarcity of fish in the upper waters has been attributed to the operation of the 
drift nets, a net only of recent introduction into the tidal waters of the River Lee, and 
I have no doubt that this has, in some measure, been the cause.In my report for 1875 I referred to the “ great apprehension ” that had been created 
in the minds of the “ draft-net men ” and the “ anglers at the large increase in the 
number of these nets in the district, and the result has quite pioved that these 
apprehensions were well founded.In consequence of an application from the Board of Conservators and the fishermen 
generally, we held an inquiry at Cork on the 20th September into the subject of this 
drift-net fishing and its effects upon the fishery generally. It was conclusively proved 
that during the early part of the season—the first two months—nearly all the fish 
proceeding up the estuary must have been captured by these, nets, the draft-net men 
who fish higher up the estuary getting scarcely any. Indeed, it may be said that their 
fishing was almost annihilated, and the fishermen were reduced to such distiess that a 
considerable sum was subscribed to relieved them. As to the angling, it was reduced 
almost to nothing. . . .The usual mode of capture in the tideway from time immemorial had been by draft 
nets, and there is no doubt but that the fish captured in these nets are vastly superior 
to those taken with the drifts. In the former they are killed the instant they leave the 
water by beino' struck on the head with a stout stick, and the fish thus killed letam the 
•curd, and are highly prized for the table; whereas in the drift nets they are caught by 
the gills, and, from struggling to get away, by the time they aie ta <en ou t icy are 
half drowned. They thus lose the curd, and are less firm, and in consequence are 
not considered so good. . . , . .The unfortunate draft-net men were naturally very much nutated at tins mode of 
fishing springing up, which, although practised in some othei places, new bi the 
Cork district; and this led to a raid being made upon the diift-net fishei men on the 
night of the 25th February by a considerable body of men, when seiious damage was 
done to several boats and nets. Some of the former were stove in, the nets were cut 
adrift, and the men had to swim for their lives.The result of the inquiry was, that we considered if drift-net fishing continued, it 
would lead to a greater capture of fish than the rivers could sae y ear; that a 
sufficient stock to provide for future supplies would not be allowed to reach the upper 
waters; that the proprietors of these upper waters, upon whom much depends in the 
way of preservation, would become disgusted and cease to take that active interest 
which they had been doing for several years past; and that the end would be the 
fisheries would again become of as little value as they were a few years ago.

After careful consideration, we came to the conclusion that our proper course was to 
prepare a by-law to prohibit altogether the use of drift nets in the Cork district.

After going through the usual course prescribed by the Fishery Acts, this by-law was 
submitted for the approval of the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council.

An appeal having been lodged against it by the drift-net men, the case came on for 
hearing before the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council on the 14th and 15th 
February, and ended in being sent back to us for amendment, the principal objection 
to its receiving approval being that the operation of the by-law extended to a portion 
of the sea coast as well as the estuaries.Other by-laws, prohibiting the use of drift-nets, but limiting the operation to the 
estuaries within certain headlands, have now been prepared, and,. I trust, may be 
approved in sufficient time to have effect, at any rate, during a portion of the present 
season.Although our efforts on this matter must result in considerable benefits to the draft- 
net men, yet, from the habits of many of them to persist in illegal fishing during the 
annual close time, it was found necessary again this winter .to obtain the assistance of a 
gun boat to protect the tidal fisheries.In addition to this, in order to check the systematic violation of the close season which 
had hitherto prevailed with some of the net fishermen, we prepared the following by-law?— 

“ It is hereby prohibited to have any net for the capture of salmon or trout in or on board any boat, 
cot, or curragh, in that part of the River Lee. in the county of Cork, below or to the seaward of a line drawn 
due south, from the western end of Myrtle Hill-terrace, on the north bank of said river near a place called 
and known as the Brick Fields, across said river to the opposite or south shore, said line being marked A B on 
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the map or plan annexed hereto, or in the tidal part of any river flowing into the said River Lee, between the 
hours of eight of the clock on Saturday morning, and six of the clock on Monday morning; or in that part of 
the said River Lee, situated between the line mentioned above, and the point of the Custom House in the city 
of Cork, such latter space being coloured blue on the map or plan annexed hereto, between eight of the clock 
on Saturday morning and half-past five of the clock on Monday morning ; or in that part of the north channel 
of said River Lee, between Northgate Bridge and Wellington Bridge, or in the south channels of the said 
River Lee, between the Slip at Danzey Bridge, opposite to Keysers Hill, leading to Crosse’s Green and St. 
Bin Barr’s Quay, and the bridge where the western road crosses said south channel, such latter space being 
coloured red on the map or plan amiexed hereto, between six of the clock on Saturday morning, and six of 
the clock on Monday morning.”

This by-law is considered by myself and my colleagues as a most important one, it 
will do much to secure that the objects of the Legislature in providing a weekly close 
time shall be really effective, whilst, at the same time, it will not inflict injury of any 
kind upon the net fishermen, and is not objected to by the fishermen themselves.

It is now under the consideration of the Privy Council, and although doubts have 
been expressed, as to our power under the Acts to make such a by-law, 1 sincerely hope, 
in the interests of the fisheries generally, that they may be removed, and that it may 
soon receive official sanction.

Other Boards of Conservators are anxious that similar by-laws shall be made for their 
districts; and if it should be found that the Fishery Acts do not give us power to make 
them, in my opinion, it will be very desirable that the Acts should be amended with the 
view of extending our powers.

It is reported that there are less salmon in the spawning beds than in 1875.
The Coj’k Anglers’ Club, I am glad to say, is still continuing active exertions to 

protect the upper waters from poachers.
The average size of the fish is said to be increasing—salmon, 11 to 13 lbs. ; peale, 

4 to 6 lbs.
Offences against the fishery laws are reported to be decreasing.
For Close Season Table, see page 70 of Appendix.
Amount of license duty, &c., available for protection, £613 3s. llcZ., as compared with 

£631 15s. Id. for 1875—a decrease of £18 Ils. 2cZ.
By-laws in force in the district are :—

1st. Dated 24th February, 1860 :—
« Argideen River.—Prohibiting the use of nets of any kind whatsoever in the tidal part of the river known 

as the Argideen River, in the county of Cork, situated between the junction of the Owenkeagh or Blind River 
with the said Argideen River and the bridge of Timoleague, all in the barony of the East Division of East 
Carbery and county of Cork.”

2nd. Dated 7th January, 1863 :—
“ River Lee, county of tho city of Cork.—Prohibiting, during the close season for salmon, the use of draft 

nets, or any other net or nets used as a draft net, having a foot-rope and leads or weights affixed thereto, 
within the following limits, viz. : in that part of the River Lee, situate between Patrick’s Bridge, in the 
city of Cork, and a line drawn across the said River Lee, from Blackrock Castle, on the south, to the western 
extremity of the townland of Dunkettle, on the north.”

3rd. Dated 31st May, 1865 :—
“Tidal Waters.—Prohibiting the catching or attempting to catch salmon or trout in any tidal water in the 

Cork District with a spear, lyster, otter, strokehaul, dree-draw, or gaff, except when the latter instrument may 
be used solely as auxiliary to angling with rod and line, or for the purpose of removing fish from any legal 
weir or box by the owner or occupier thereof.”

4th. Dated 1st June, 1865 :—
“ Prohibiting the snatching or attempting to snatch salmon or trout in any tidal or fresh water in the Cork 

district with any kind of fish-hook, covered in part or in whole with any matter oi' thing, or uncovered.”

5th. Dated 21st April, 1871 :—
“River Lee.—Prohibiting use of all nets, except landing-nets, as auxiliary to rodsand lines in part of South 

Channel between George IV. Bridge and Friar’s Weir.”

6th. Dated 10th December, 1874 :—
« Bandon River.—Prohibiting for five years from the 1st January, 1875, the use of all nets (except landing- 

nets as auxiliary to angling with rod and line) for the capture of salmon or trout in any part of said river or 
its tributaries, above a line drawn across the said river at right angles with the river’s course from the stream 
on the east side of said river, dividing the townlands of Coolmoreen and Skeamogue to the stream on the 
opposite shore dividing the townlands of Drumkeen and Knockroe.”

7th. Dated 31st March, 1876 :—
“ River Lee.—Prohibiting the catching or attempting to catch fish of any kind in that part of the River Lee 

situated between the Cork Waterworks Weir and St. Vincent’s Bridge in the North Channel, and Clarke’s 
Bridge in the South Channel, and in the mill-races and inlets from such channels with a spear, lyster, otter, 
strokehaul, dree-draw, or gaff, except when the latter instrument may be used solely as auxiliary to angliim with 
rod and line, or for the purpose of removing fish from any legal weir or box by the owner or occupier thereof.”
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No. 4.—Lismore District.
Extending from Ballycotton, in the county of Cork, to Helvick Head, in the county of 

Waterford.
It is satisfactory to be able to report favourably of this district for 1876, the capture 

being considerably greater than in 1875.
The operation of the drift nets on the estuary of this river is not regarded with any 

satisfaction by the proprietors of the Tidal and the Upper Fisheries; and this cannot 
be a matter of surprise, these nets afford such facilities for illegal fishing, and the 
effect of this fishing is so injurious to the upper fisheries.

A considerable increase in the size of the fish is reported, salmon averaging’ nearlv 
17 lbs., and peale, 4 lbs. ° J

The increased vigilance of the Constabulary in enforcing the fishery laws is remarked 
upon, and the best results anticipated; but another year or two must pass before these 
results can be properly ascertained.

As the great bulk of the fish captured in this district passes through the hands of 
various merchants, I am unable to ascertain definitely the gross capture year by year, 
which I regret, as it would be more satisfactory if I could report positively instead of 
simply accepting reports of a general nature from various quarters.

Three-fourths of the fish captured is exported, only one-fourth retained for home 
consumption.

A very great number of prosecutions for offences against the fishery laws have taken 
place during the year, but this in a measure is caused by the greater vigilance of the 
Constabulary, since they received an order strictly to enforce the fishery laws. It is 
anticipated that breaches of the law in the future will not be of so frequent occurrence 
as hitherto.

The only fixed engines for the capture of salmon legally used in 1876 in this district 
were :—

1st. The Scart Stake Weir, on tidal parts of Blackwater, the property of Messrs. 
Hennessy and Neill.

2nd. Ballinatray Stake Weir, belonging to the Honorable Charles William Moore 
Smythe.

3rd. One bag net at Bally cotton, the property of John Litton, esq. ; and—
4th. The Stone Weir at Lismore, the property of the Duke of Devonshire.
Amount of revenue received in 1876, £853 2s. 4d., as compared with £903 in 1875. 

This was from all sources, including licences, fines, &c.
The close seasons in force in this district will be found at page 70 of the Appendix. 

The by-law in force is as follows, and
Dated 6th November, 1874 :—
“ Between Helvick Head and Ballycotton, River Blackwater, &c.
“ First.—That no drift nets of greater length than 200 yards shall be used for the capture of salmon and 

trout in the rivers or estuaries flowing into the sea between Helvick Head and Ballycotton, or in the sea 
between those points.

11 Second.—That no two or more drift nets when fishing shall be attached together in any way.
“ Third.—That drift nets shall not be used at a less distance from each other than fifty yards in that portion 

of the River Bla&kwater situated within one mile of the mouth of the river as at present defined, each drift 
net shot and drifting to be kept at a distance of not less than fifty yards from the one preceding it on the tide 
and already drifting.”

No. 3.—Waterford District.
Extending from Helvick Head, in the county of Waterford, to Kiln Bay (east of 

Bannow Bay), in the county of Wexford.
The capture in the lower waters of this district is reported to have been less than in 

1875 ; but it is exceedingly difficult to ascertain the truth precisely, when the fish from 
the tidal fisheries is purchased by a number of agents, who generally do not wish the 
quantity purchased by each to be known.

I am disposed to think that there has not been this diminution, as—bavin had the 
means of ascertaining the quantity of fish captured in the tideway by one net of a 
particular kind for each of the last four years—I find that the season of 1876 yielded 
at least one-sixth more than that of 1875, and in money value a far greater proportion; 
but this latter is to be attributed simply to the fact that during the last season the average 
price obtained was much larger than the preceding year.

In the upper waters of the Suir angling was exceedingly good, and in the Nore it is 
reported to have been “ good.”
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During the last few years angling on the Suir has improved, to such an extent that 
it is now difficult to obtain any fishing-ground; and I anticipate very great improve
ments in the Nore if the by-law, to which I will refer hereafter, is approved by the Lord 
Lieutenant and Privy Council.

Ever since I have been connected with the fishery department (now over eight 
years), and I believe for many years previously, it was alleged that illegal fishing by 
means of snap nets was carried on in the upper and fresh waters of the River Nore ; and 
I have every reason to believe that these allegations were well founded. These com
plaints resulted in our holding special inquiries into the subject, and to our framing the 
following by-law, which I trust may be finally approved, and which is now under con
sideration, viz. :—

“ The use of all nets (save and except landing nets as auxiliary to angling with rod and line) for the capture 
of salmon or trout is hereby prohibited in any part of the upper or fresh-water portions of the River Nore 
and its tributaries in the counties of Carlow, Kilkenny, and Queen’s County, and in the city of Kilkenny; 
save and except in the several fishery next above the tidal flow. Any person offending against this by-law 
shall forfeit and pay for each offence a sum of £5, and all nets used contrary to this by-law shall be forfeited.”

This river is, according to the Ordnance Survey, some 87| miles in length, 
whilst its main tributaries, independently of the minor streams, have a length of over 
140 miles. It possesses excellent angling ground; but this has not hitherto been of 
much value, in consequence (it is said) of the operation of the nets to which I have 
referred. If the by-law be approved I have little doubt but that it must result in increased 
protection, and a very considerable addition to the supply of salmon for our markets, 
besides becoming one of our best angling rivers.o o o

The only fixed engines for the capture of salmon in this district are :—
Four Scotch weirs, belonging to A. Neill O’Neill, esq., of Woodstown, in the estuary 

of these rivers.
One stone weir on the Suir, the property of the Marquess of Waterford; and
One head weir, the property of Lord Templemore.
Two stone weirs on the Nore—one at Jerpoint, belongingto Mr. Thomas Doran ; and 

one at Dysart, the property of Mr. Maurice Carroll.
All these were declared to be legal by the decision of our predecessors, the late Special 

Commissioners for Irish Fisheries, or by the decision of the Court of Queen’s Bench.
The rivers this year are said to be fully stocked with spawning fish.
A considerable increase in the size of the fish is reported.
The close seasons will be found at page 70 of the Appendix to this Report.
This district is in importance only second to the Shannon. The length of its three 

principal rivers amounts to over 320 miles, whilst the tributaries of these rivers, besides 
some smaller ones discharging directly into the sea, reach a total of 588 miles; and 
these do not include many lesser breeding streams of considerable length and value.

The total amount received for licence duties, &c., was £1,146 19s. 8c/., while that for 
1875 was £1,251 7s. 4cZ.

When it is considered that this district embraces a tract of country extending over 
a catchment basin of 3,559 miles, and with its main rivers and tributaries exceeding 
in length 900 miles, it will be seen at a glance how utterly insufficient the funds are to 
secure that protection which is necessary to render the fisheries of the district as prolific 
as they ought to be. Were it not for the efforts of the Constabulary, matters would be 
much worse than they are at present, but without some measures being adopted which 
will secure sufficient money for the requirements of the district, it can never reasonably 
be expected that our rivers will be as productive as they are capable of being made.

The following are the by-laws in force in the Waterford district:—

1st. Dated 5th May, 1866 :—
“ Bessborough Demesne, co. Kilkenny.—Permitting the use of nets for the capture of fish -with meshes of 

one inch from knot to knot (to be measured along the side of the square, or four inches to be measured all 
round each such mesh, such measurements being taken in the clear, when the net is wet), within the waters 
in, and rivers running through the Demesne of Bessborough, in the county of Kilkenny : Provided that no 
net having a less mesh than one inch and three-quarters, from knot to knot, shall be used in the said rivers 
during the months of April, May. and June.”

2nd. Dated 7th July, 1870 :—
“ Corrock River.—Permitting use of nets with meshes of one inch from knot to knot (to be measured along 

the side of the square, or four inches to be measured all round such mesh, such measurements being taken in 
the clear when the net is wet).”

F
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3rd. Dated T7th August, 1875:— ' . -
“River Suir.—Prohibiting use of all engines (save single rods and lines) for capture of fish, between the 

Bridges at Suir Island and a line drawn due south across the river, and intersecting said Island at Clonmel.

No. 2, Wexford District.
Extending from Wicklow Head, in the county of Wicklow, to Kiln Bay, east of 

Bannow Bay, in the county of Waterford. .
The state of the fisheries of this district is very satisfactory. The capture in 1876 was 

considerably more than in the previous year, and the stock of breeding fish in the river 
is reported to have been greater than for many years past. It is stated that fish have 
spawned in the upper waters considerably higher up than has been evei known befoie.

Offences against the fishery laws are on the decrease. .
The size of the salmon is reported to average that of last year, viz., 18 lbs., whilst the 

peale are said to have been larger, running from 5-1 to 7 lbs.
During the year a most important fish pass has been constructed on the River Boio,. 

formerly a good salmon river and one of the best for white trout m lieland, but for 
several years of but little value in consequence of the weir belonging to le Kilcaibeiy 
mills, not far from the river’s junction with the Slaney, having been raised, and thus pre
venting the passage of fish to the upper waters. After a long correspon mice and con
siderable difficulty, the Messrs. Davis, the proprietors, were induced at then own ex
pense to construct a fish pass according to plans and specifications piepaied by our

It is difficult without giving a plan of the pass to convey a correct idea of the struc
ture, but I may say that it has been well executed, has a length of some 280 feet, and a 
rise of about 13 feet, and cost considerably over £500. It is we woi i an mspec ion 
by any person interested in such matters.

For close seasons, see page 70 of Appendix. . _
The total amount received during the year, and available for pro ec ion, i s.T

as compared with a total of £291 115. 8c/. for 1875.
There are four by-laws in force in this district. They are as o ows .

1st. Dated 25th March, 1854, and 4th March, 1862 :
“ River Slaney.—Prohibiting, during the close season for salmon, the use of nets of any kind whatsoever, 

between Ferry carrig Bridge and the town of Enniscorthy. .
“Prohibiting, during the open season for salmon, the use of nets with meshes o ess size lan one an three- 

quarter inches from knot to knot, between Ferrycarrig Bridge and the town o nniscoi y.

2nd, Dated 26th October, 1870:—
“Derry Water and River Derry.—Permitting the use of nets for the capture of fish, having meshes of one 

inch from knot to knot (to be measured along the side of the square, or four me es, ° e measuie a round 
each such mesh, such measurements being taken in the clear when the net is we ), in ic rivers an s reams 
following, that is to say, in the Derry Water, from its source near Killayeney to nnacurragh Budge, with 
the stream flowing into same from Moyne Church through Ballinglen, and the lomnaskc a, river , and m the 
Greenisland, Shillelagh, and Derry river, from the bounds of the county Carlow, flowing pas linnahely by 
Shillelagh to the bounds of the county Wexford, with the small streams flowing into t 1a po ion of the said 
river, all said rivers and streams being in the county Wicklow, for and during t1C mon s of May, June, 
July, and August, in each year.”

3rd. Dated 26th October, 1870 :—
“Potter River.—Permitting use of nets for the capture of fish with meshes of one inch from knot to knot 

(to be measured along the side of the square, or four inches to be measured all lound each such mesh, such 
measurements being taken in the clear, when the net is wet), in the tidal portion of the Potter River, situated 
below Brittas Bridge in the county of Wicklow.”

4th. Dated 15th February, 1875 :—
“ Owenavorragh River.—Permitting use of nets with meshes of one inch from knot to knot for capture of 

salmon or trout.”

Concluding observations.
Taken as a whole, the salmon fisheries of Ireland during 1876 were very productive, 

and with few exceptions, the take of salmon in most districts exceeded by far that of 
1875.

By returns received in the office some 46,058£ boxes of salmon are shown as reaching 
the nine principal English markets, as compared with 44,274| in 1875, being an excess 
over the latter year of 1,784 boxes.
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The yearly sum received from license duties has steadily increased for a number of 
years, and for the last two, 1875 and 1876, has amounted in each year to more than 
double of what was received in 1862. In 1875 it was £10,949, and in 1876, 
£10,844.

The number of men employed in the salmon fisheries (exclusive of rod fishers and 
their attendants) has also very largely increased, and last year amounted to 9,485.

It cannot be reasonably doubted that these are important evidences of the steady 
increase in the value of our salmon fisheries.

Having given in detail a report upon each district in my division, I have but little to 
add, further than again to notice the insufficiency of funds to secure that preservation 
of our valuable spawning grounds which they are entitled to, and which, if secured, 
would lead to a large addition to the already great supply of valuable food which our 
rivers produce.

I sincerely hope that before long some determined efforts will be made by a read
justment of the licence duties, and by such other means as may be found expedient, to 
secure proper revenues.

In my last report I drew special attention to the fact that a “ most important element 
in the best means of improving our fisheries is to secure the more active supervision of 
the Constabulary.”

Since then the Inspector-General has issued special instructions to that body to enforce 
the fishery laws strictly, and this has already produced excellent results and has been 
hailed with satisfaction by the Boards of Conservators throughout Ireland.

There are various suggestions which could be made by which the Fishery Acts might 
by amendment, be improved, so as to render more clear, certain points which are now open 
to differences of opinion, to make the administration of the law more simple, and to 
secure that the election and proceedings of Boards of Conservators should be properly 
regulated, and the funds of the different districts judiciously expended.

But as I think the proper course is to bring such matters under the notice of the 
authorities by a direct report to them, I do not propose now to enter into details.

I will conclude by expressing my belief, after a long and close attention to the subject, 
that our salmon fisheries are steadily increasing both in productiveness and value ; but, 
at the same time, although I look for a steady and continuous improvement, yet it will 
be very slow in comparison with what might be done if proper measures were adopted 
to secure what is so much needed, viz., thorough protection.

JOS. HAYES.

MR. BLAKE’S REPORT.

Division extending from Wicklow Head to Mullaghmore, County Sligo, embracing in 
whole or part the Counties of Wicklow, Dublin, Kildare, King’s Counit, Meath, 
Westmeath, Louth, Cavan, Longford, Monaghan, Down, Armagh, Antrim, London- 
derry, Fermanagh, Tyrone, Donegal, Leitrim, and Sligo, and including the eight 
Districts of Dublin, Drogheda, Dundalk, Balltcastle, Coleraine, Lo°ndonderrt, 
Letterkenny, and Ballyshannon.

Dublin District

Extends from Wicklow Head to Skerries, county Dublin, embracing in part or whole the counties of Wicklow, Dublin, Kildare, and Meath. 1

The capture greater than previous year, attributed to the favourable state of the water and the extension of the open season in the tideway “
More breeding fish in the rivers, and more fry observed descending
Salmon average, 8 lbs. ; peale, 5 lbs.
Much injury is occasioned by large quantities of fry being taken throno-hont +1, under the pretence of angling for trout, perch, and^pike? Unless on tSc oT- /®^ 

trespass the proprietors do not prevent this. 1 th S10ul)ds of
Fishing for salmon without licence, particularly on the Liffey and in the tideway, 

F 2
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with unlicensed draft nets, on the pretence of capturing other fish than salmon, is on the 
increase.The Conservators suggest a return to the former licence of 10s. on salmon rods- 
instead of <£1, contending that “there would be no diminution of funds; that the 
present rate is so extensively avoided that angling without licence seems the rule, and 
the payment of licence the exception.”Considering the number of offences against the fishery laws stated to have taken place 
in this district during the year, the amount of prosecutions one by the constabulary 
and one by the conservators—appear to be very small. .

This department, having ascertained that the close season was not strictly observed 
in the tideway of the River Liffey, salmon nets being used after the termination of the 
close season, under the pretence of fishing for sea fish, took active measures to prevent 
a violation of it; and the law adviser having given an opinion in support of then views 
11 that nets used for fishing for salmon must be removed during the yeaily close season 
from the vicinity of the river on pain of forfeiture, the Coast Guard were instiucted 
to enforce the law. . # .For some years past the accounts of the district have been kept in so iriegular a 
manner that this department felt bound to make a strong effort to have them put in 
proper order, but were delayed in doing so by the illness of the clerk to the conser
vators. They have, therefore, only lately been able to enter into the matter, and found 
some things to complain of—amongst them the fact of the accounts foi some time past 
havino been certified as audited, while in reality nothing that properly could be called 
an audit had taken place. . .It is intended, when the clerk is able to attend to his duties, to endeavoui to estab
lish a better system of keeping the accounts than has hitherto been in opeiation, and 
to improve the management of the district in other respects. .

The pollutions in the Liffey from sewage and refuse from gas and chemical works 
continue unabated. So enormously is the river contaminated by mat ei a a o s i life 
that it is almost inconceivable how the ascending salmon can reach the upper waters or, 
having got there, how it reaches the sea again alive. Although but few accomp is 1 the 
upward and downward passage, still it goes far to prove what may be expec ec lorn the 
Liffey in the way of salmon production when its long delayed and muc i loped for 
purification takes place. P ,Until then it cannot be expected that funds will be raised foi the constiuction 
of a fish pass over Poolaphuca Cascade, 154 feet high, which would lendei available 
fully thirty miles of good spawning ground now inaccessible. . .

At the instance of this department alterations were lately made in the weir at the 
Mardyke Mills, which will considerably facilitate the ascent of ho . .

It is hoped that arrangements may be made to facilitate the ascent o fish in the

The extension of the open season in the tidal portions of the Liffey seems to have 
been attended with good effect, as regards increased captuie, by the net fisheimen^ 
without injuriously interfering with the general productiveness of the river.

Receipts:—Salmon rods, £105 ; cross lines, £4; draft nets, £51; fines, £3 9s. 4cZ. 
Total, £163 95. 4cZ., as compared with £145 in 1875.Engines used in district in 1876 :—105 salmon rods, 2 cross lines, 17 draft nets.

Close Seasons.

Tidal Waters.—From Howth to Dalkey Island—Between 15th August and 1st of 
February. For remainder of district—Between 15th September and 2n arch.

Fresh Water—Same. Angling with cross lines Same. Angling with single rod 
and line—Between 31st October and 1st February.

By-Laws.—River Liffey.

Prohibiting the catching or attempting to catch salmon with any net of greater 
length than 350 yards between Island-bridge weir and a line drawn due north from 
Poolbeg Lighthouse.Permitting the use of nets with meshes of one inch from knot to knot for the capture 
of salmon or trout between Dalkey Island and Wicklow Head.
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Drogheda District

Extends from Skerries, county Dublin, to Clogher Head, county Louth, and embraces 
portions of the counties cf Dublin, Louth, Kling’s County, Meath, Westmeath, and 
Cavan.
The entire capture was slightly under that of the two preceding years, owing to the 

continuance of dry weather.
Net fishing was tolerably good, but angling, except in one or two localities, not so 

good as last year.
The amount of breeding fish greater than in 1875.
As has occurred for some years past, the size of spring fish increasing, and appear 

earlier.
Average size of salmon, 16 lbs. ; peale varied from 4 lbs. to 7 lbs.
Offences against the fishery laws fewer in number, but some of them were of a grave 

character, such as poisoning the rivers.
The fines inflicted in most cases appear to be much too light to have a deterrent 

effect.
The upper waters of Boyne and Blackwater do not appear to be sufficiently watched, 

and the supervision over the water-bailiffs is quite inadequate. The few pounds charged 
by the Inspector of Water-bailiffs for travelling expenses prove that he cannot inspect 
as often as necessary, particularly in the upper waters.

At a recent inquiry held by this department at Navan, it appeared that the duty of 
watching was not satisfactorily performed in that neighbourhood, and that the visits of 
the Local Inspector were too few.

A written remonstrance was addressed to the Board of Conservators on the subject 
and at a recent meeting of the Board 1 expressed myself strongly to the same effect.

The receipts from licence duties, &c., are about the same as in 1875, being £335 17s. 6cZ., 
as compared with £335 3s. ScZ. in 1875. It would not only be a justifiable but a very 
wise outlay if the Inspector would expend at least double the amount he now does in 
seeing that the bailiffs under him attend to their duties in the upper waters.

The capabilities of the district for production are susceptible of greater development,
• and this can be best accomplished by increased vigilance on the part of the water-bailiffs.

Consequent on inquiries held at Drogheda and Navan in November last, an order 
has been made equalizing the season for all descriptions of fishing between the 11th of 
February and 5th of August.

Receipts for licence duties :—Single rods, £70 ; cross lines, £8 ; snap nets, £7 10s.; 
draft nets, £162 ; eel nets, £54 ; fixed engines, £30 ; produce of fines and forfeited 
engines, £4 7s. 6d. Iotal revenue, £'335 17s. 6d., against £335 3s. 8rf. in 1875.

Engines in use m the district in 1S76 :—70 salmon rods, 4 cross lines, 5 snap nets, 
54 draft nets, 3 fixed engines, 54 eel nets.

Close Seasons.
For all Engines Between 4th August-and 12th February.

Ab By-Laws.

Dundalk District

Extends from Clogher Head, county Louth, to Donaghadee, county Down, embracing 
in whole or part the counties of Louth, Meath, Down, Armagh, Monaghan, and 
Cavan.

The produce less than previous year. This the conservators attribute “to too much 
net fishing and want of floods in April and May ” in their replies to the annual queries.

As it was deemed desirable to ascertain whether the entire capture being less than 
the previous year was caused by the use of the nets complained of, an inquiry to 
that effect was made, and the conservators, by resolution, replied that—“ The 
Board have had no evidence which enables them to say that the net fishing in 
the sea has as yet been detrimental to the fisheries of the district, but they do 
consider that the net fishing as at present carried on by sea and in the rivers will be 
detrimental to the said fisheries.” It is not, therefore, by any means certain that the 
diminished capture in 1876 is attributable to over-fishing by nets.
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The amount of breeding salmon about the same as previous year.
Largest fish taken, 29 lbs.; average, 14 lbs. ; peale, 4-J lbs.
Offences diminishing:.
Seven water-bailiffs, including an inspector, employed by Board, and one by a private 

individual. With this exception, no proprietors contribute towards protection.
As stated in former reports, much good would be done by the repairs of some fish 

passes and erection of others at places indicated ; but as it appears to be hopeless to 
expect contributions for the purpose from riparian proprietors, anglers, and others, 
there is. no use in year after year calling attention to the subject, so far as that portion 
of the district is concerned, controlled by the conservators.

All that was done this year in the way of facilitating the ascent of fish was the 
removal of a rock at Philipstown weir, on the Cookstown River, at a cost of under 
£6, contributed partly by Board.

North of Newry, the conservators do nothing beyond receiving a small amount for 
licence duties for the little fishing that takes place in the county Down.

Lately a disposition has been shown by some gentlemen interested in the Quoile and 
Ballynahinch Rivers to have fish passes constructed, &c. Having contributed the 
necessary expenses, a survey was made by the engineer of this department and plans 
prepared. To carry these out will involve considerable outlay, but should they be 
accomplished, there is every prospect that these rivers will be made productive, provided 
they are protected from flax pollution, which has all but destroyed nearly every river 
in Down for fishing purposes.

Receipts for 1876 :—Angling licences, £44; draft nets, £72 ; bag nets, £20; head 
weirs, £6; eel nets, £14 ; besides proportion of fines, £1 6s. 9c/. ; rates on Poor Law 
valuation of several fisheries, £9 10s.; subscription of the Drogheda Board towards 
cost of a water-bailiff, £1; subscriptions for removal of a rock at Philipstown, £2 ; 
making a total of £169 16s. 9c/., against £169 16s. 11c/. in 1875.

Engines used in district in 1876 : —44 salmon rods, 24 draft nets, 2 bag nets, 1 head 
weir, 14 eel nets.

Close Seasons.
For tidal and fresh waters, save in Annagassan, Glyde, Dee, Fane, and their tribu

taries—Between 31st August and 1st April. In Glyde, Dee, and Annagassan—Between 
19th August and 12th February. Fane River—Between 19th August and 1st April.

Anglingwith cross lines—Same as netting. Angling with single rod—11th October 
to 1st of March, save in Annagassan, Glyde, and Dee. In Annagassan, Glyde, and 
Dee—Between 30th September and 1st of February.

I

By-Laws.
Prohibiting to catch or attempting to catch salmon or trout with any net of greater 

length than 500 yards between Clogher Head and Bellagen Point, county Louth.
Prohibiting the catching or attempting to catch salmon in any tidal water between 

Dunany Point and Soldiers’ Point, county Louth, with a spear, lyster, otter, strokehaul, 
dree-draw, or gaff, except when the latter is used as an auxiliary with rod and line, or 
for removing fish from any legal weir or box by the owner or occupier thereof.

Ballycastle District

Extends from Donaghadee, county Down, to Portrush, county Antrim, containing 
portions of the counties of Down, Antrim, and Derry.

The capture larger than previous year.
The quantity of breeding fish in rivers about the same.
Average size of salmon, 11 lbs.; peale, 7 lbs. ; the latter appears to be increasing in 

size.
Offences against the fishery laws increasing. The conservators represent that “ there 

never were so many keepers employed, and they never experienced so much annoyance, 
more from bands of lawless persons mobbing, throwing stones at, and assaulting them, 
than from the real poachers.”

There are no water-bailiffs directly employed by the Board. To each proprietor a 
certain sum out of the funds is given, leaving it to themselves to employ what bailiffs 
they think proper for the protection of their own fisheries, and giving no account as to
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the details of expenditure. Although the conservators consider that this plan works 
well, it is, as stated in my report of last year, “ calculated to lead to irregularity, 
and, if adopted, each proprietor should send in receipted vouchers for his expenditure 
in order to have them entered in the accounts of the Board.”

About 100 bailiffs are usually employed.
A good deal of fry is said to be destroyed by seagulls at the mouths of rivers, at a 

time when it is prohibited by law to shoot sea fowl.
Receipts :—Single salmon rods, £28; draft nets, £30; bag nets, £140 ; fines, £10 ; 

rates on Poor Law valuation of several fisheries, £62 10s. ; subscriptions, £68 
18s. 4cZ. Total, £339 8s. 4cZ., as against £340 4s. 4cZ. in 1875.

With regard to the item of “ £68 18s. 4<L for subscriptions,” the Clerk to the Board 
of Conservators states “ in reality no subscriptions are received, but the excess of the 
expenditure over the receipts was paid by the owner of the Bush, Sir F. E. Macnaghten, 
Bart., which amounts to the same thing as if subscribed.”

This must only refer to Sir F. E. Macnaghten’s own expenditure over and above the 
sum received by him out of the funds of the district for the protection of his fishery.

Close Seasons.
Tidal—Between 19th August and 4th February.
Fresh Water—19th August and 1st March. Cross lines—28th September and 16th 

March. Single rod and line—1st November and 1st February.
Engines used in 1876 :—28 salmon rods, 10 draft nets, and 14 bag nets.

By-Laws.—Bush River.
Repealing definition of Bush River Estuary, as fixed by late Special Commissioners on 

8th February, 1864.

Coleraine District

Extends from Portrush, county Antrim, to Downhill boundary, county Derry, 
embracing parts of the counties Monaghan, Armagh, Down, Antrim, and Derry.

More productive than previous year.
More breeding fish in the rivers.
Average size of salmon, 10 lbs.
In consequence of angling not being prohibited during descent of fry by any of the 

proprietors, a good deal is destroyed.
Pollutions continue to injure Six-mile-water from refuse of paper mills. A large 

quantity of fish destroyed by flax water. There is much difficulty in obtaining con
victions against persons discharging this and other refuse into the streams, and in 
this district, as in nearly all the others, when convictions are obtained, the fines are 
quite inadequate.

Offences against the fishery laws have not increased, save with regard to flax pollu
tion ; and a new mode of destroying fish, for which there have been two or three con
victions, consisting of throwing a piece of dynamite into a river, on its explosion all the 
fish within a certain range are killed.

Receipts for 1876 :—Salmon rods, £119 ; draft nets, £360 ; trammel nets, £94; bag 
nets, £20; boxes and cribs, £40; eel nets, £261 : fines, £108 17s. lOtZ. ; balance of 
rates on Poor Law valuation, £80. Total, £1,082 17s. lOd. Receipts in 1875, 
£1,075 5s.

Sixty-four bailiffs are paid for by the conservators, and twelve by owners of fisheries. 
Engines used in district in 1876 :—119 salmon rods, 120 draft nets, 94 trammel nets, 

2 bag nets, 4 boxes, 87 eel nets.

Close Seasons.
Tidal portion—Between 19th August and 4th February.
Fresh Water—Between 19th August and 1st March. Angling with single rods— 

Between 19th October and 16 th March, save Bann and its tributaries. For Bann and 
its tributaries—Between 31st October and 1st March. Cross lines—28th September 
and 16th March. Pollen fishing by trammel nets in Lough Neagh—Between 31st 
October and 1st February.
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By-Laws.—Lough Neagh.
Prohibiting the use of draft nets for the capture of pollen.
Permitting pollen to be taken by trammel or set nets, composed of yarn of a fine 

texture, not less than ten hanks to the pound weight, doubled and twisted with a 
mesb of not less than one inch from knot to knot, between 1st February and 31st 
October.

Prohibiting the snatching or attempting to snatch salmon in any of the tidal or fresh 
waters of district.

Londonderry District

Extends from Downhill boundary, county Derry, to Malin Head, county Donegal, and 
includes parts of Derry, Donegal, and Tyrone.

Capture greater than previous year. More breeding fish in rivers.
Average size of salmon, 12 lbs. ; peale, 7 lbs.
Pollution from flax-water complained of.
Offences about same as year before.
Two prosecutions by the conservators—one for refusing to produce licence to fish, 

and another for allowing flax-water to flow into river; and two by constabulary for 
fishing in close time and for using a gaff.

Two hundred and thirty water-bailiffs employed—190 by the conservators and 40 by 
the Irish Society.

Conservators are desirous that a by-law should be passed rendering it illegal to have 
on board boats during weekly close season in or near any fishing place, or going to or 
returning from same, any salmon or trout nets in fishing order.

Receipts:—Salmon rods, <£71 ; cross lines, <£10; draft nets, <£99 ; drift nets, £90 ; 
pole nets, £5 ; bag nets, £40 ; stake nets or weirs, £90 ; proportion of fines, £52 
14s. 8<7.; rates on Poor Law valuation on several fisheries, £95 ; subscription from 
Lessees of Irish Society, £505. Total, £1,003 14s. 8<7., against £1,102 5s. 2d. in 1875.

The £505 in the above, returned as the subscription of the Irish Society, represents 
the amount paid by them for the water-bailifls in their employment.

The Duke of Abercorn supplements the salary of the conservators’ water-bailiff at 
Sion Mills.

Engines in use in 1875 :—70 salmon rods, 5 cross lines, 33 draft nets, 32 drift nets, 
3 pole nets, 4 bag nets, 3 stake nets.

Close Seasons.
Tidal—Between 31st August and 15th April.
Fresh Water—Same. Angling with cross lines—28th September and 15th April. 

Angling with single rod—Between 1st November and 1st February.

By-Laws.
Permitting the use of nets for capture of fish other than salmon and trout with meshes 

of half an inch from knot to knot in Baronscourt Lakes and Streams.
Permitting the use of nets with meshes of one inch from knot to knot in Lough Foyle 

and tidal parts of the river.

Letterkenny District

Extends from Malin Head to Rossan Point, county Donegal, and comprises the 
greater part of the county Donegal.

Production, on the whole, bettei' than previous year, attributed to the good spawning 
season of 1875.

More breeding fish observed in the rivers.
Average size of salmon, 10|lbs. ; peale, 6 lbs.
Offences diminishing.
The only pollutions from flax-water.
The same system exists in this district as in Ballycastle of giving back to the pro

prietors of fisheries the amount paid by them for licence duty towards the payment of 
the bailiffs in their employment. Besides this, in 1875, with, I believe, only one excep
tion, the proprietors, by a vote of the Board of Conservators, composed almost altogether 
of the proprietors, had divided amongst them a sum of £168 185. 4(7. which had 
accumulated from licence duties, rod licences, drift, draft, loop, and bag nets. I did 
all in my power to prevent this appropriation, pointing out to the Board that the



INSPECTORS OF IRISH FISHERIES. 49

succeeding year it would be incumbent on them, in conformity with section 8 of 13 and 
14 Vic., cap. 88, to have a year’s receipts to hand over to their successors, which they 
would not be able to do if they divided this fund.

They, however, persisted, contrary to my advice and remonstrances, in doing so.
The consequence has been that the sum in hands for the new Board really only 

amounted to £56 145. 7cZ., instead of £201 3s. 10cZ., as it should have been. For the 
deficiency the late Board is liable. The mode adopted by the Board to meet the law 
cannot be regarded as carrying out its spirit, viz., by not paying the expenses incurred 
in 1876, which thus enabled them to hand over the year’s receipts, but the new Board 
immediately afterwards issuing cheques for the debts.

Receipts :—Salmon rods, £65 ; draft nets, £42 ; drift nets, £21; bag nets, £30 ; boxes 
and cribs, £20 ; loop nets, £5; fines, £1 6s. 8cZ. ; per-centage on Poor Law valuation, 
£14. Total, £198 6s. 8d.> against £232 9s. 5cl. in 1875.

Engines in use in 1876—Salmon rods, 65 ; draft nets, 14 ; drift nets, 7; bag nets, 3; 
boxes, 2 ; loop nets, 5.

Close, Seasons,
Tidal Water—Between 19th August and 4th February, and one mile above tideway, 

save Crana or Buncrana and Gweebarra Rivers. For Grana or Buncrana—Between 
14th September and 15th April. For Gweebarra—Between 30th September and 
1st April.

FreshWater—Between 19th August and 1st March, save Crana or Buncrana River, 
Leenane and Gweebarra Rivers, which are the same as tidal. Angling with cross lines— 
Same as netting in fresh water. Angling with single rod and line—Between 1st Novem
ber and 1st February; save in Buncrana. Crana or Buncrana—Between 31st October 
and 1st March.

No by-laws for inland fisheries.

Ballyshannon District.

Mr. Brady having requested that he should be relieved from the duties of this district, 
the charge of it devolved on me in the month of August. As it was in Mr. Brady’s 
division during the entire of the fishing season of 1876, he has furnished the report of 
the district for that year in the report on his division.

Concluding liemarks.
As may be seen by the preceding special reports, there was an increase in the capture 

as compared with the previous year in all the districts in my charge except two.
The productiveness of nearly every district might be vastly increased if greater 

facilities were afforded for the ascent of breeding fish by removal of obstructions and 
the erection of fish passes.

In numerous rivers many miles of good spawning ground would thus be opened up 
which are now either completely shut out or very rarely reached. The cost in most 
instances would be repaid a thousandfold by the increase of fish.

Unless where a river is nearly or altogether owned by an individual or a company, 
the most illiberal and jealous spirit is, as a very general rule, exhibited by everyone con
cerned. Those who fish in the tidal waters would capture every fish if they could, 
regardless of consequences; and the upper-water interest would not, if they could 
prevent it, allow a net to be drawn in the tideway.

It is usually impossible to raise a subscription for constructing fish passes, or to pay 
a few extra water-bailiffs, when the funds derived from licence duties are insufficient for 
adequate watching.

In the flax-growing counties, especially in Down, the farmer, merely to save himself 
a little trouble, will poison an entire river; and the magistrates before whom such an 
offender is brought will, if not riparian owners on the ruined river, usually inflict a fine so 
ridiculously small—perhaps sixpence—that the perpetration of such offences are rather 
encouraged than otherwise.

Owing to the foregoing causes one of our great natural resources is very inadequately 
developed.

If more liberality and reciprocity were shown there would soon be largely increased 
sport, employment, and food derived from the salmon fisheries.
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I may add with regard to another class, unfortunately very numerous—the poachers— 
that if it were not for the strong enforcement of the law for their repression they 
would soon annihilate the fisheries, not so much for what they would capture in good 
condition as for the reckless manner in which they would destroy breeding and spent 
fish.

In any future legislation on the fisheries it would be greatly for their advantage if 
some control was given to the Fishery Department over the clerks and others in the 
employment of the Boards' of Conservators. The inconvenience of having none is 
constantly felt.

In certain places the clerk or Inspector of Water-bailiffs will, by canvassing and 
other efforts, influence the election of several members of the Board. In some 
instances the majority of the Board will be the nominees of one of the employes, and 
will be removed at the next election if they do not act according to his pleasure.

It is needless to point out that under such circumstances the person who acts as 
returning officer for some or most of his employers may often neglect his duties with 
perfect impunity, and will hold his position long after he should have been dismissed.

Inspectors of water-bailiffs and water-bailiffs quite unfit for the duties are frequently 
appointed through the favour of particular conservators, and continue to be employed 
from either the timidity or delicacy on the part of other members of the Board, preventing 
them from moving their dismissal.

I believe a power given to this department to veto the appointments and to dismiss 
when deemed necessary would be regarded with satisfaction by the great majority 
of conservators anxious for the promotion of the fisheries.

JOHN A. BLAKE.

We have in the foregoing report entered into all the details with respect both to the 
sea and salmon fisheries, which we considered important, and think it unnecessary to 
supplement them, save by stating that there are a few matters connected with the 
salmon fisheries, not involving any change of principle from the present Acts, on which it 
would be desirable to have legislation, and which we propose to report upon specially 
for your Grace’s consideration.

We have the honour to be,
Your Grace’s obedient servants,

THOMAS F. BRADY.
JOS. HAYES. 
JOHN A. BLAKE.

Alan Hornsby, Secretary.

Office of Irish Fisheries,
Dublin, 26 th March, 1877.
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Appendix, No. 2.
Herring Fishery, 1876.

Note.—Equal to about £2-13,059.

Appendix, No. 3.
Summary of the quantity of Herrings, Mackerel, and Cod, exported to undermentioned places 

in England, consigned from the Irish Fisheries, from 1st of January to 31st of December, 1876.
Herrings. Mackerel. Cod.

No. of Boxes No. of Boxes No. of Boxes
of 2 cwt. each. of 2 cwt. each. of 2 cwt. each.

London, 31,606 29,500 11,882
Nottingham, 3,552 2,770 4,829
Bradford, 6,977 3,805 3,001
Manchester, 17,555 9,721 9,854
Sheffield, 7,819 5,583 2,465
Wolverhampton, 5,521 4,078 • 2,098
Leeds, 6,998 5,282 2,953
Liverpool, 21,763 14,017 12,000
Birmingham, 12,204 4,894 5,987

r. Total, 1876. . 113,995 79,650 55,069
„ 1875, . 108,625 76,681 54,592

Increase, 5,370 2,969 477
£ s. d.

Computing the Herrings at £2 per box, • • . 227,990 0 0
„ the Mackerel, 139,083 boxes, at 16s. per box,* 111,266 8 0
,, the Cod at <£3 pei' box, • 165,207 0 0

Total value delivered at places named, . • £504,463 8 0
Note.—The only return received was relative to the above-mentioned places; but there were 139,083 boxes captured, the great

bulk of which was exported.

Appendix, No. 4.
Table showing Loans applied for and advanced under the Irish Reproductive Loan Fund Act during 

the Year 1876.

County.
Amount 

available in 
1876. N

o.
 of

A
pp

lic
at

io
ns

.

N
o.

 of
 

A
pp

lic
an

ts. Amount of 
Loans 

applied for in 
1876.

N
o.

 of
 Lo

an
s 

re
co

m
m

en
de

d

N
o.

 o
f P

er
so

n,
 

to
 w

ho
m

 Lo
an

, 
re

co
m

m
en

de
d.

Amount 
of Loans 

recommended 
in 1876.

N
o.

 o
f L

oa
ns

 
ac

tu
al

ly
 is

su
ed Amount 

of Loans 
actually 

issued in 
1876.

Loans 
not

No.

cancelled or 
perfected.

Amount

Cork, . 
Kerry, 
Leitrim, 
.Limerick, 
Galway, 
Sligo, • 
Mayo, . 
Clare, .

£ s. d.
930 0 0

2.293 0 0
313 0 0
588 0 0

1,189 0 0
427 0 0
707 0 0
414 0 0

69
37

1

114
21
94
36

92
50

1

254
22

219
60

£ s. d.
2.681 0 0
2,106 6 0

40 0 0

2,401 0 0
418 0 0

1,435 0 0
549 0 0

36
32

1

82
9

60
29

42
43

1

193
10
98
46

£ s. d.
940 0 0

1,780 0 0
30 0 0

1,189 0 0
144 0 0
707 0 0
394 0 0

34
27

1

78
8

GO
27

£ S. d.
920 0 0

1,218 0 0
30 0 0

1,14-1 0 0
124 0 0
707 0 0
3G9 0 0

2
5

4
1

2

£ $. d.
20 0 0

5G2 0 0

45 0 0
20 0 0

25 0 0

Total, . 6,861 0 0 372 698 9,630 6 0 249 433 5,184 0 0 235 4,512 0 0 14 G72 0 0

— Boats employed, 
and highest number on 

any one day.
Total Capture. Average Price.

Mease. £ s d.*• Cornish, . 206 1
Howth, between 30th May and : 

September, 1876.
6th x Scotch, .

Manx,
224 1
]33 [ 86,910 1 6 10

Irish, 209 J
Arklow, between 3rd January and 30th

December, 1876, • 4,777 1 18
Kinsale, between 2nd May and 18th

November, 1876,
Grecnore, between 15th June and

__ 1,002 1 11 9
30 th

November, 1876, — 12,017 1 10 6f
Ardglass, between 24th May and 

October, 1876, .
28th

—'—— 62,508 1 1 10J
Omeath and Warrenpoint, between 1st

July and 29th September, 1876, — 4,278 1 1 8
Kilkeel, live months, — 5,400 1 6 0
Annalong, • — 1,500 1 1 0

178,392 1 7 3
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Appendix, No. 5.

Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., in force on 1st January, 1877, relating to the
Sea and Oyster Fisheries of Ireland.

Appendix,
No. 5.

Abstract of
By-Laws,

Orders, &c.

Place affected by 
By-Law, 

and Data thereof.
Nature of By-Law.

Place affected by
By-Law, 

and Date thereof.
Nature of By-Law.

Dublin Bay,
(LOth Oct, 1842.)

TRAWLING.
ProhibitingTrawlinginsidelinesdrawn from the 

Bailey Light-house at Howth, to the Eastern
most point of the rocks called the “Mugglins;” 
thence by a straight line to the Southern point 
of Dalkey Island; tlienceby a straightline across 
Dalkey Sound, in the direction of the signal 
station on Killiney Hill.

Dungarvan Bay, 
&c., &c.
—continued.

200 yards of any boat, which at the time of sotting 
such net shall be moored, and the Crew thereof 
engaged in Line Fishing; and to every train of 
such Trammel or Moored Nets shall be attached 
at least one floating buoy or board, upon which 
shall be painted in legible characters not less 
than one inch in length, in white upon a black 
ground, the Letter of the District, and the name 
of the Owner to which such Not belongs.

East Coast, .
(14th Feb., 1851.)

Prohibiting Trawling within a line drawn from 
the Nose of Howth, to the Eastern point of St. 
Patrick’s Island (Skerries); thence to Clogher 
Hoad ; thence to Dunany Point; thonce to Cran- 
fiold Point, in the County Down.

Inver Bay, .
(24th Sept., I860.)

Kenmare River 
Estuary.

(31st Dec., 1864.)
Dundrum Bay,&c.,

(3rd Dec., 1851.)

Belfast Lough, . 
(27th Nov., 1869.)

Donegal Bay, 
(16th Feb., 1857.)

Galway Bay, 
(22nd March, 1843, 
and 9th Jan., 1854.)

Brandon Bay,
(23rd Aug., 1860.)

Bantry Bay,
(27th March, 1858.)

(11th Sept., 1861.) 

Waterford Har
bour.
15th Dec., 1873.

Prohibiting Trawling from Hellyhunter Rock, 
off Cranfield Point, to St. John’s Point, both 
in tho County Down.

Prohibiting Trawling in that part of said Lough 
of Belfast comprised within a straight line 
drawn from the Castle of Cairickfergus, in the 
County of the Town of Carrickfergus, to Rock
port, in the County of Down, between the hours 
of Six o’CIock in the Evening and Six o’Clock 
in the Morning, during the Months of Decem
ber, January, and February.

Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
the Bian Rock, to a place called Doorin Point.

Prohibiting Trawling within a line from Barna 
Pier to Gleninagh Castle. Also when large 
shoals of Herrings shall have set in in the Bay, 
and while Boats are engaged in Drifting for 
Herrings or Mackerel, and when Boats shall 
commence Fishing for Herrings or Mackerel, 
that Trawl Boats shall keep at a distance of 
three miles from them.

Prohibiting Trawling within a line drawn from 
Brandon Point to Coosanea.

Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
Crowdy Point to Carrigskyo Rock; and from 
thence to Reenavanny Point, on the North 
Shore of Whiddy Island.

And
ProhibitingTrawling between sunset and sunrise.

Prohibiting Trawling by Boats exceeding ten 
tons measurement, within a line drawn from 
Gaultier Cottage, County Waterford, to Broom
hill Point, County Wexford.

Prohibiting the use of. Trammel Nets within or 
to the North-east of a line drawn from the 
Mouth of tho Bunlaghy River to Doorin Point.

Permitting within the Estuary of the Kenmare 
River, in the County of Kerry, and east
ward of a lino drawn from tho western point 
of Lamb’s Head to tho western point of 
Cod’s Head, the use of Trammel and other 
Moored Nets for the capture of Sea Fish, 
from the hour of Three o’Clock in the After
noon of any one day to the hour of Nine 
o’Clock in tho Morning of tho day next follow
ing, during the months of October, November, 
December, January, February, and March, in 
each year ; and from tho hour of Five o’Clock 
in the Afternoon of any one day to the hour of 
Seven o’Clock in the Morning of the day fol
lowing, during the months of April, May, June 
July, August, and September.

Wexford Coast, .
(20th April, 1849.)

Prohibiting Trawling in all places where there 
are Boats engaged in Herring or Mackerel 
Drift Net Pishing; and that Trawl Boats shall 
keep at a distance of at least three miles from 
all boats fishing for Herrings or Mackerel, 
with Drift Nets. And whenever Herring or 
Mackerel Bouts shall commence Drift Net 
Fishing in any place, on or off the Coast of 
Wexford, the Trawl Boats shall depart there
from,and keep at least three miles distant from 
the Drift Net Herring or Mackerel Boats.

Dungarvan Bay,
(4th July, 1849.)

TRAMMEL NETS.
Prohibiting the use of Trammel and every other 

Fixed or Moored Net (except Bag or other 
Nets for the taking of Salmon) in Dungar- 
van Bay, within the limit formed as follows, 
namely, the space lying between a line passing 
due East and West, through the Northernmost 
point of Helvick Head, and a line passing due 
East and West through the Southernmost point 
of Bailinacourty Head, in the Co. Waterford; 
but to the North and East of the line through 
Bailinacourty Head, and to the South and 
West of the line through Helvick Head, such 
Trammel or Moored Nets may be set, and re
main set in the water from Three o’Clock, p.m., 
of one day, until Nine o’Clock,a.m., in the fol
lowing day, during January, March, October, 
November, and December in each Year; and 
from Five o’Clock, p.m., of one day, to Seven 
o’Clock, a.m., in the following day, during 
May, June, July, August, and September. 
Also prohibiting such Nets athwart or within

Drogheda <fc Dun
dalk Districts 
(East Coast).

(22nd Oct., 1873.)

Dundalk District, 
Strangford 

Lough
(1st Dec., 1873.)

Sea Coast, County 
Donegal.

(30th Jam, 1874.)

Donegal Bay.
(21st April, 1874.)

South-east Coast 
of Ireland from 
Wicklow Head 

to Carnsore Point. 
(1st Sept., 1868.)

Coasts of Dublin, 
Wicklow, and 

Wexford.
(23rd April, 1869.) 
Approved by Her 

Majesty in Council, 
29th April, 1869.,

Wexford Coast,
(8th April, 1862.)

GENERAL.
Prohibiting use of Draw or Wade Nets with 

Meshes less than three and a half inches for 
capture of Fish between Ben Head and mouth 
of Annagassan River.

Prohibiting use of Poke Nets for capture of Fish 
inside a line drawn across said Lough, from 
Mullog Point on the west to Ballyquintin Point 
on tho east, between the last day of January 
and tirst day of November in each year.

Prohibiting use of Draw or Wade Nets for 
capture of Fish between Dunaff Head and 
Dunmore Head, and tidal parts of rivers flow
ing into the sea between said points and around 
the shores of Inishtrahull.

Repealing By-law of 24th February, I860, pro
hibiting use of Nets with Meshes less than 
one inch for capture of b ish of any kind on 
that part of the coast of the County Donegal 
inside or to the north-east and north of lines 
drawn from Rossan Point to 1 eelin Head, and 
from Teelin Head to Carrigan Head, and from 
Carrigan Head to Muckross Point, all in the 
Barony of Bannagh and County of Donegal.

OYSTERS.
That the Close Time, during which it shall not 

be lawful to dredge for, take, catch, or destroy 
any Oysters or Oyster Brood, on or off tho 
South-east coast of Ireland, between Wicklow 
Head and Cainsore Point, shall be between the 
30th April and the 1st September in each year.

Prohibiting between the 30th April and 1st 
September in each year the dredging for, 
taking, catching, or destroying any’ Oyster or 
Oyster Brood on or off any part of the East and 
South-East Coast of Ireland, within the dis
tance of Twenty Miles measured from a straight 
line drawn from the Eastern point of Lambay 
Island, in the County Dublin, to Carnsore 
Point, in the County Wexford,. outside the 
exclusive Fishery Limits of tho British I slam ds.

hirst.—All persons engaged in .fishing for or 
taking Oysters off the said W exford Coast, 
south of Raven Point, shall cull all such Oysters 
as may be taken or. caught; and shall not re
move from any Fishing Ground or Oyster Bed 
any Oyster of less dimensions than three inches, 
at the greatest diameter thereof, and shall ini-
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Appendix, No. 5—continued.
Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., in force on 1st January, 1877, relating to the

Sea and Oyster Fisheries of Ireland.

Appendix,
No. 5.

Abstract of
By-Laws,

Orders, &c.
Plaec affected by 

By-Law, 
and Date thereof.

Nature of By-Law.
Place affected by 

By-Law, 
and Date thereof.

Nature of By-Law.

Wexford Coast, 
&c.—continued.

mediately throw back into the Sea all Oysters 
of lew dimensions than aforesaid, as well as all 
gravel and fragments of shells as shall be raised 
or taken while engaged in sueh fishing ; and no 
person shall take from any Oyster Bed, Rock, 
Strand,or Shore, offsaid Wexford Coast, south of 
Raven Point, any Oyster of less dimensions than 
three inches, at the greatest diameter thereof; 
and any person offending in any respect against 
this By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Second.—All persons are prohibited from throw
ing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground off the said Wexford 
Coast, the ballast of any boat, or any other 
matter or thing injurious or detrimental to the 
Oyster Fishery; and all persons acting contrary 
hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit and pay 
a sum of Two Pounds.

Tralee Bay, &c.
—contijiucd.

Achill Sound, 
Clew Bay. and 
Blacksod Bay.

(19th Nov., I860.)

Cork Harbour, .
(23th Feb., 187G.)

First.—That between the 1st day of May and the 
1st day of September in any year, no boat shall 
have or. board any dredge or other implement 
for the taking of Oysters; and if, between the 
periods aforesaid, there shall be on board any 
boat in said Cork Harbour and the Estuaries 
of the Rivers flowing into same,any such dredge 
or other implement for the taking of Oysters, 
the master or owner of such boat shall, for 
each such offence, forfeit and pay a sum of 
Two Pounds.

Second.—All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters shall cull all such Oysters as 
may be taken or caught; and shall not remove 
from any Fishing Ground or Oyster Bed, any 
Oyster of less dimensions than two inches and 
one-half at the greatest diameter thereof; and 
shall immediately throw back into the water 
all Oysters of less dimensions than aforesaid, 
as well as all gravel and fragments of shells as 
shall be raised or taken while engaged in such 
fishing; and no person shall take from any 
rock, strand, bed, or shore of said Cork 
Harbour and the Estuaries of the Rivers 
flowing into same, by any means whatsoever, 
any Oyster of less dimensions than two inches 
and one-half, at the greatest diameter thereof; 
nor sell, expose for sale, give, transfer, or 
purchase, receive, carry, or have in his or her 
custody or possession, any such Oysters so 
taken; and any person offending in any respect 
against this By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, 
for each offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Five 
Pounds.

Third.—All persons are prohibited from throwing 
into the Water, on any Oyster Bed or Oyster 
[* ishing Ground in said Cork Harbour or the 
Estuaries of the Rivers flowing into same, the 
ballast of any boat, or any other matter or thing 
injurious or detrimental to the Oyster Fishery; 
and all persons acting contrary hereto shall, 
for each offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two 
Pounds.

Fourth.—No person shall, between Sunset and 
Sunrise, dredge for, take, or catch any Oysters 
in said Cork Harbour or the Estuaries of the 
Rivers flowing into same; and every person 
acting contrary hereto shall, for each offence, 
forfeit and pay a sum of Five Pounds.

Carlingford 
Lough.

(17th April, 1860.)

Tralee Bay,
(29th Feb., 1876.)

First. —That during the Close Season for Oysters 
in the said Bay of Tralee, no boat, in the said 
Buy of Tralee, shall have on board any dredge 
or other implement for the taking of Oysters; 
and if, during the period aforesaid, there shall 
be on board any boat any such dredge or other 
implement for the taking of Oysters, the master 
or owner of such boat shall, for each such 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Second.—All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Bay of Tralee, shall cull 
all such Oysters as may be taken or caught; 
and shall not remove from any Pishing Ground 
or Oyster Bed any Oyster of less dimensions 
than two inches and one-half, at the greatest 
diameter thereof, and shall immediately throw 
back into the Sea all Oysters of less dimensions 
than aforesaid, as well as all gravel and frag
ments of shells as shall be raised or taken while 
engaged in such fishing; and no person shall 
take from any rock, strand, or shore of said 
Bay of Tralee, by any means whatsoever, 
any Oyster of less dimensions than two inches 
and one-half, at the greatest diameter thereof; 
nor sell, expose for sale, give, transfer, or

purchase, receive, carry, or have in his or her 
custody or possession, any such Oysters so taken; 
and any person offending in any respect against 
this By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, for 
each offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two 
Pounds.

First.—That between the 1st day of April and 
the 1st day of October in any year, being the 
Close Season for Oysters in said Clew Bar, 
Achill Sound, and Blacksod Bay, no boat, in 
the said Clew Bay, Achill Sound, and Black
sod Bay, shall have on board any dredge or 
other implement for the taking of Oysters; and 
if, between the periods aforesaid, there shall be 
on board any boat any such dredge or other 
implement for the taking of Oysters, the mas
ter or owner of such boat shall for each such 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Five Pounds.

Second.—All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Clew Bay, Achill Sound, 
and Blacksod Bay, shall cull all such Oysters 
as may be taken or caught; and shall not re
move from any Fishing Ground or Oyster Bed 
any Oyster of less dimensions than two inches 
and ono-half, at the greatest diameter thereof, 
and shall immediately throw back into the Sea 
all Oysters of less dimensions than aforesaid, 
as well as all gravel and fragments of shells as 
shall be raised or taken while engaged in such 
fishing; and no person shall take from any 
rock, strand, bed, or shore of said Clew Bay, 
Achill Sound, and Blacksod Bay, any Oyster 
of less dimensions than two inches and one- 
half, at the greatest diameter thereof; and any 
person offending in any respect against this 
By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, for eaeh 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Third.—All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground in said Clew Bay, 
Achill Sound, and Blacksod Bay, the ballast of 
any boat, or any other matter or thing injurious 
or detrimental to the Oyster Fishery; and all 
persons acting contrary hereto shall, for eaeh 
offence, forfeit arid pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Fourth.—No person shall, between sunset and 
sunrise, dredge for, take, or catch, any Oysters 
within said Clew Bay, Achill Sound, and 
Blacksod Bay; and every person acting con
trary hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit and 
pay a sum ol Five Pounds.

First.—That between the 1st day of Marchand 
1st day of November in any year, it shall not 
be lawful for any person to dredge for, take, 
catch, or destroy any Oysters or Oyster Brood 
within the said Lough of Carlingford, or off or 
from any of the shores or rocks of said Lough, 
and any person offending against this By-Law 
shall, for each such offence, forfeit and pay a 
sum of Five Pounds.

Second.—That between the 1st day of March 
and the 1st day of November in any year, no 
boat, in the said Lough of Carlingford, shall 
have on board any dredge or other implement 
for the taking of Oysters; and if, between the 
periods aforesaid, there shall be on board any 
boat any such dredge or other implement for 
the taking of Oysters, the master or owner of 
such boat shall, for each such offence, forfeit 
and pay a sum of Five Pounds.

Third.—All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Lough of Carlingford,, 
shall cull all such Oysters as may be taken or 
caught; and shall not remove from any Fish
ing Ground or Oyster Bed any Oyster of less 
dimensions than two inches anuone-half, at the 
greatest diameter thereof, and shall imme
diately throw back into the Sea all Oysters of less 
dimensions than aforesaid, as well as all gravel 
and fragments of shells as shall bo raised or 
taken while engaged in such fishing; and no 
person shall take from any rock, strand, or 
shore of said Lough of Carlingford, any Oyster 
of less dimensions than two inches and one- 
half, at the greatest diameter thereof; and 
any person offending in any respect against this 
By-Law, Rulo, or Regulation shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Fourth.—All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed. or 
Oyster Fishing Ground in the said Lough of 
Carlingford, the ballast of any boat, or any 
other matter or thing injurious or detrimental
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Appendix, No. 5—continued.
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Appendix,
No. 5.

Abstract of
By-Laws,
Orders, &e.

Place affected by 
By-Law, 

and Date thereof.
Nature of By-Law.

Place affected by 
By-Law, 

and Date thereof.
Nature of By-Law.

to the Oyster Fishery; and all persons acting 
contrary hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit 
and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Lough Swilly, 
&c. &c.
—continued.

Kinsale Harbour 
and Bandon 

River.
(22nd August, 1872.)

River Shannon,

(29th Feb., 18/6.)

Lough Swilly, 
&c., &c.

(15th Feb., 1876.)

That all persons fishing for or taking Oysters in 
any part of the Fishing Grounds or Oyster 
Beds situated in Kinsale Harbour and Bandon 
River, in the County of Cork, shall cull all 
such Oysters as may be taken or caught, and 
shall not remove from such Fishing Grounds or 
Oyster Beds any Oyster of less dimensions than 
three inches at the greatest diameter thereof, 
but shall immediately throw back into the water 
all Oysters of less dimensions than aforesaid ; 
and any person offending in any respect against 
this By-Law shall for each such offence forfeit 
and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

First.—That during the Close Season for Oysters 
in the said River Shannon, or in any of the 
Bays or Inlets thereof, no boat, in the said 
River Shannon, or in any of the Bays or Inlets 
thereof, shall have on board any dredge or 
other implement for the taking of Oysters; 
and if, during the period aforesaid, there shall 
be on board any boat any such dredge or other 
implement for the taking of Oysters, the master 
or owner of such boat shall, for each such 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Second.—All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said River Shannon, or in 
any of the Bays or Inlets thereof, shall cull all 
such Oysters as may be taken or caught, and 
shall not remove from any Fishing Ground or 
Oyster Bed any oyster of less dimensions than 
two inches and one-half at the greatest dia
meter thereof, and shall immediately throw 
back into the water all Oysters of less dimen
sions than aforesaid, as well as all gravel and 
fragments of shells as shall be raised or taken 
while engaged in such fishing; and no person 
shall take from any Rock, Strand, or Shore of 
said River Shannon, or of any of the Bays or 
Inlets thereof, by any means whatsoever, any 
Oyster of less dimensions than two inches and 
one-half at the greatest diameter thereof; nor 
sell, expose for sale, give, transfer, or purchase, 
receive, carry, or have in his or her custody or 
possession any such Oysters so taken ; and any 
person offending in any respect against this 
By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Third.—All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the water, on any Oyster Bed 
or Oyster Fishing Ground in said River Shan
non, or in any of the Bays or Inlets thereof as 
aforesaid, the ballast of any boat, or any other 
matter or thing injurious or detrimental to the 
Oyster Fishery; and all persons acting con
trary hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit and 
pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Fourth.—No person shall, between sunset and 
sunrise, dredge for, take, or catch, any Oysters 
within said River Shannon, or within any of 
the Bays or Inlets thereof as aforesaid; and 
every person acting contrary hereto shall, for 
each offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two 
Pounds.

Sligo, Balliso- 
darE, and Drum- 
clipfe Bays.

(29th April, 1876.)

First.—That during the Close Season for Oysters 
in the said Lough Swilly, or in any of the Bays, 
Creeks, or Inlets thereof, no boat, in the said 
Lough Swilly, or in any of the Bays, Creeks, 
or Inlets thereof, shall have on board any 
dredge or other implement for the taking of 
Oysters; and if, during the period aforesaid, 
there shall be on board any boat any such 
dredge or other implement for the taking of 
Oysters, the master or owner of such boat 
shall, for each such offence, forfeit and pay a 
sum of Two Pounds.

Second.—All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Lough Swilly, or in any 
of the Bays, Creeks, or Inlets thereof, shall 
cull all such Oysters as may be taken or caught; 
and shall not remove from any Fishing Ground 
or Oyster Bed any Oyster of less dimensions 
than two inches and one-half at the greatest 
diameter thereof; and shall immediately throw 
back into the sea all Oysters of less dimensions 
than aforesaid, as well as all gravel and frag
ments of shells as shall be raised or taken 
while engaged in such fishing; and no person 
shall take from any Rock, Strand, or Shore 
of said Lough Swilly, or of any of the Bays, 
Creeks, or Inlets thereof, by any means what
soever, any Oyster of less dimensions than two 
inches and one-half at the greatest diameter 
thereof, nor sell, expose for sale, give, transfer, 
or purchase, receive, carry, or have in his or 
her custody or possession any such Oysters of 
less dimensions than aforesaid ; and any person 
offending in any respect against this By-Law, 
Rule, or Regulation shall, for each offence, 
forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Third.—All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the water, on any Oyster Bed, 
or Oyster Fishing Ground, in said Lough 
Swilly, or in any of the Bays, Creeks, or 
Inlets thereof as aforesaid, the ballast of any 
boat, or any other matter or thing injurious 
or detrimental to the Oyster Fishery; and all 
persons acting contrary hereto shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

First.—That during the Close Season for Oysters 
in the said Sligo, Ballisodare, and Drumcliffe 
Bays, no boat, in the said Sligo, Ballisodare, 
and Drumcliffe Bays, shall have on board any 
dredge, or other implement for the taking of 
Oysters, and if, during the Close Season afore
said, there shall be on board any boat any such 
dredge or other implement for the taking of 
Oysters, the master or owner of such boat shall, 
for each such offence, forfeit and pay a sum of 
Two Pounds.

Second.—All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Sligo, Ballisodare, and 
Drumcliffe Bays, shall cull all such Oysters 
as may be taken or caught, and shall not 
remove from any Fishing Ground or Oyster 
Bed any Oyster of less dimensions than two 
inches and one-half, at the greatest diameter 
thereof, and shall immediately throw back 
into the water all oysters of less dimensions 
than aforesaid, as well as all gravel and frag
ments of shells as shall be raised or taken while 
engaged in such fishing; and no person shall 
take from any Rock, Strand, or Shore of said 
Sligo, Ballisodare, and Drumcliffe Bays, by 
any means whatsoever, any Oyster of less 
dimensions than two inches and one-half, nt 
the greatest diameter thereof, nor sell, expose 
for sale, give, transfer, or purchase, receive, 
carry, or have in his or her custody or possession 
any such Oysters so taken ; and any person 
offending in any respect against this By-Law, 
Rule, or Regulation shall, for each offence, 
forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Third.—A11 per.-ons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the water on any Oyster Bed, 
or Oyster Fishing Ground in said Sligo, 
Ballisodare, and Drumcliffe Bays, the ballast 
of any boat, or any other matter or thing 
injurious or detrimental to the Oyster Fishery ; 
and all persons acting contrary hereto shall, 
for each offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two 
Pounds.

Fourth.—Every dredge or other implement for 
the taking of Oysters shall have a number 
corresponding with the number of the boat on 
which it is employed, or to which it belongs, 
stamped thereon, and all persons acting con
trary hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit and 
pay a sum of Two Pounds.



INSPECTORS OF IRISH FISHERIES. 57

Appendix, No. 6 Appendix,
No. 6

List of Oyster Licences Revoked up to date of this Report.

Date of Licence. Persons to whom granted. Locality of Beds. No. of 
Acres. Date of Revocation.

County Cork.
1857. 27th August, Thomas Keeles ... Glengarrifle Harbour, . o 9 21st October, 1876.
1867. 10th July, '. . . Roarincwater Bay, 310 7th March, 1877.
1869. 15th March, John Warren Payne, Bantry Bay, 51 19th October, 1876.

County Kerry.
1867. 10th July, . . . Thomas Sandes, . * River Shannon, . 780 28th October, 1876.
1871. 27th March, Earl of Bantry, Ardgroom Harbour, 240 16th December, 1876.

County Galway.
1864. 31st October, R. E. Lynch Athy, . Galway Bay, 100 29th March, 1876
1864. 31st December, . T. Young Prior, . • . Ballinakill Harbour, . ; 90 1 6th June, 1876.
1865. 1st December, . Captain Acheson, . Do., IS 10th April, 1876.
1865. 1st December, Robert M‘Keown, . Killary Bay, 61 10th April, 1876.
1867. 10th July, William and James St. George, Galway Bay, 810 26th January, 1872.
1867. 10th July, . Christopher T. Redington, Do. ... 650 29th March, 1876.

County Mayo.
1865. 13th April, . Marquess of Sligo, . Clew Bay, .... 190 28th October, 1876.
1865. 2nd November, . Law Life Assurance Society, . Do., . . 118 11th January, 1877.
1865. 1st December, Marquess of Sligo, . Do., .... 26 9th October, 1876.
1866. 20th April, . Do., . Do., .... 270 9th October, 1876.
1869. 14th June, . •William Little, . . ♦ Killala Bay, • . . . 190 19th October, 1876.
1872 16th December, . William 0. M'Cormick, . Rathfran Bay, 95 16th January, 1877.

County Antrim.
1862. 3rd March, . James Walker, Belfast Lough, 137 7th March, 1877.

County Waterford.
1864. 11th November, . John R. Dower, . • Dungarvan Harbour, . 27 22nd March, 1877.

[Appendix No. 7.
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Appendix,

List of Licenses to Plant Oyster Beds in force on 31st December,

No. of 
License. Date of License. Persons to •whom Granted. Present Owner or L«ssoc. Locality of Beds. Area of Beds.

Average 
area of 
Beds 

available.

COUNTY DUBLIN. • • A . R. p. Acres.
72 10th July, 1867, Riehard D. Kane, . Richard D. Kane, . Howth Strand, 36 0 0 18

COUNTY WICKLOW.
143 31st August, 1876, . Henry Pomeroy Truell, . Henry Pomeroy Truell, . Clonmannon Lough, 62 1 30

COUNTY WEXFORD. • *
62 20th April, 1866, . William Dargan, John Hoey, Wexford Harbour, . 70 0 0

CO. WATERFORD.
* * - •

SO 6th March, 1862,. Edmund Power, Edmund Power, ' . Tramore Bay, . 270 0 0 100

32 2nd February, 1864, Earl Fortescue, Earl Fortescue, Do................................ ‘ 83 0 0

41 11th November, 1864, . A. 'Boate, .... John Kendall, . . Dungarvan Harbour, 65 0 0

134 27th October, 1874, John Kendall, . Do., . ' . ‘ . Dungarvan Bay, 240 2 32

COUNTY CORK.
4 24th February, 1849, R. T. Evanson, M. H. Morris, . . Dunmanus Bay, 19 0 10

14 30th July, 1856, Lord Charles P. P. Clinton, Lord Charles P.P.Ulintoh, Bear Haven, . . ' . 45 0 0

24 4th October, 1860, M. C. Cramer, . . . j M. C. Cramer, . Oyster Haven, . 20 0 0

25 9th October, 1860, Ebenezer Pike, Ebenezer Pike, Lough Mahon, Estuary of 47 0 0
Lee.

38 31st October, 1864, Robert T. Atkins, . Robert T. Atkins, . Lough Hyne, . 25 0 0 12

43 31st December, 1864, Captain W. F. Barry, Captain W. F. Barry, Glandore Harbour, . 68 0 0 68

55 1st December, 1865, Thomas M'Carthy Collins, Thomas M'Carthy Collins, Roaringwater Bay, . 75 0 0
67 10th July, 1867, Horatio H. Townsend, . Horatio H. Townsend, . Skull Harbour, 230 0 0

75 15th July, 1867, . Mrs. Elizabeth Bury, Captain Phineas Bury, . Lough Mahon, . 70 0 0

77 Do., John Smyth, . John Smyth, . Midleton River, 10 2 0 5

79 16th July, 1867, Thomas Hicks, Thomas Hicks, . Roaringwater Bay, . 45 0 0 45

83 11th February, 1868, Richard Lyons, Richard Lyons, Midleton River, 15 0 0 2

85 13th March, 1868, . Stephen Browne, Stephen Browne, . Dunmanus Bay, 9 0 0

88 13th February, 1869, Earl of Bantry, Earl of Bantry, Adrigole Harbour, . 18 0 0

89 Do., Do. Do., Glengariffe Harbour, 60 0 0
95 14th June, 1869, Mrs. Catherine Bourne, . Mrs. Catherine Bourne, . Courtmacsherry Bay, 60 0 0

104 22nd March, 1871, . Earl of Bantry and T. J. Earl of Bantry and T. J. Berehaven, 122 0 0
Leahy. Leahy.

105 27th March, 1871, . Thomas Hicks, . | Thomas Hicks, Roaringwater Bay, . 30 0 0
117 21st June, 1872, Earl of Bandon, Earl of Bandon, Dunmanus Bay, 132 3 31
119 14th October, 1872, S. R. Townsend, j S. R. Townsend, Rincolisky Harbour, 240 3 30

Roaringwater Bay.
123 Gth March, 1873, .

t
Lt.-Col. Wm. H. Longfield S. A. Beamish, Cork Harbour, 22 2 30

124 Do., Thomas Bicks, Thomas Hicks, Roaringwater Bay, . 145 0 30
129 29th January, 1874, Sir Henry W. Beecher, bt. , Sir Henry W. Beecher, bt. Lough Hyne, . 30 1 24

145 27th December, 1876, Standish D. O’Grady and Standish D. O'Grady and Owenboy River, 75 3 21
Rev. E. H. Newenham. Rev. E. H. Newenham.

COUNTY KERRY.
3 9th June, 1848, . F. H. Downing, J. Townsend Trench, Off Daurus Point, , 3 2 28

5 5th February, 1851, John Mahony, . Colonel Goff, . Estuary of Kenmare River 165 2 0 140

6 Do., Rev. Denis Mahony, R. J. Mahony, . Do., 147 2 0 15-20

20 3rd February, 1860, Knight of Kerry, Knight of Kerry, Valencia Harbour, . 78 0 0
51 12th May, 1865, . Lord Baron Ventry, Lord Baron Ventry, Dingle Harbour, 130 0 0
60 1st December, 1865, Richard Mahony, Richard Mahony, Kenmare Estuary, . 30 0 0 1

2 15tb July, 1867, . Stephen E. Collis, . Stephen E. Collis, . River Shannon, 212 0 0
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187G, and Substance of Reports received as to state of Beds.

No. of | 
License. Substance of Reports received as to state of Beds.

COUNTY DUBLIN.
72 Purchased over 3,000 oysters from France, and about the same quantity from Galway, at the rate of £2 per 1,000. No fall of spat 

that can be discerned. Cannot say how many .oysters on bed at present.. Believes that half the number of acres licensed (thirty- 
six), is available for cultivation. Owing to a storm on the 3rd January, lost several thousand oysters from the bed.

COUNTY WICKLOW.
143 This license having been only granted in 1876, no queries were sent to licensee.

COUNTY WEXFORD.
62 Present proprietor states he is making a sea embankment along the portion of Big Island where beds are situated, and when 

completed he intends to either let or stock the beds.

COUNTY WATERFORD.
30 No steps whatever taken to cultivate bed in 1876. No oysters put down. None sold. A few only removed for private consumption. 

The portion of bed suitable would be available for feeding, not for spatting. No sign of spat in 1876. A number of oysters on 
bed have died, and the few others are growing and fattening. Expects to get a Limited Liability Company to take up the bed, 
who will, it is thought, lay down a large quantity of brood oysters.

32 Two lots of brood oysters were laid down during the year. In May 1,500, at 21s. Cd., and 2,900 at 36s. per 1,000, and in December 
about 5,000, at 21s. a 1,000, various sizes. They were brought from Arcachon to London, from where they were purchased. 
No oysters sold in 1876. Only a small portion of licensed ground suitable for cultivation, and none of that is adapted to 
breeding, owing to the rapidity of the tidal current. A good many of the first lot of oysters put down died, but the survivors 
are thriving.

41 A quantity of the ground cleaned for laying oysters. About 250,000 from the West Coasts and from France laid down, at a cost of 
20s. to 55s. per 1,000. None sold, but obliged to remove a large portion-of those laid down in consequence of their not doing well. 
The sand shifts too much. About 30 per cent, of those laid down died. Is doubtful if bed is suitable to oyster cultivation, but 
will know better after next summer.

134 See replies to No. 41, which apply equally to this.

COUNTY CORK.
4 Within the last seven or eight years eight or ten thousand oysters have been laid down. When the license was first granted about 

100,000 were placed on the bed.
14 Inquiry held at Castletown on 12th August, 1876. License to be continued on the understanding that proper steps should be taken 

to cultivate bed.
24 Has merely put down a few hundred of oysters for trial, as he believes the ground must be parked. Those put down have done well 

just at low water mark, outside being mud and sand. The only part available at present is the foreshore, at low water mark. 
Would like to sec oysters parked and cultured, as the Oyster Haven ground must be so treated.

25 A quantity of oysters planted in the autumn, but they appear to have been stolen. Lessee states that if some means cannot be 
devised to protect, it will be useless to cultivate.

38 The only steps taken was to prevent trespass. No oysters sold or removed in 1876. About half suitable for cultivation. In part 
the water is too deep, and the tide runs too rapid at the current leading out of Saltwater lake. Intends laying down French 
oysters in 1877, if those put down by two neighbouring proprietors succeed.

43 No steps taken in 1876 to cultivate bed. Some oysters are found occasionally. Is anxious to assign license to some one who would 
stock beds, as they are most favourably circumstanced.

No replies received.
67 No steps taken to cultivate bed. A gentleman who was about laying down an oyster bed in the place changed his mind, and no one 

has appeared since inclined to do so.
75 Has expended large sums of money at various times in maintaining oyster fishery, but notwithstanding the utmost vigilance, the 

bed is constantly poached and large numbers of oysters removed, and in consequence of this the fishery has been rendered valueless.
77 Dredged the outer portion to remove weeds. Got clean shells to catch spat. Laid down 65,000 oysters. from 2| to 2} inches, obtained 

from Arcachon at a cost of £100. Sold about four and a half hundred at 1 Is. a hundred. Very little spat has fallen.
79 Dredged at night for weeds. Laid down 1,100 oysters of different sizes ; also several receivers for spat. Sold none. Cannot say that 

any spat has fallen. Bed not adapted for fattening.
83 About 1,000 oysters laid down in 1876. 12,000 sold at 10s. to Ils. a hundred, obtained in the neighbourhood, and 5,000 French 

oysters doing well, but very little spat in. 1876. Licensee intends going in largely for French oysters as his first experiments 
succeeded so well.

85 Tried to get seed oysters after the inquiry held at Durrus, last autumn, but by the time they would arrive from France considered it too 
late in the season to do anything; as before stated, made two beds and stocked them with oysters both for fattening and breeding, 
but the swell in Dunmanus Bay had covered the beds with gravel, stones, and weeds, and experiments failed to a great extent. 
Intends to make further trial. Does not think that the condition of Dunmanus Bay is favourable to the production of oysters.

88 Inquiry held at Castletown Berehaven on 12th September, 1876, as to its condition. It is reported to have increased and improved 
considerably, and is worth care and attention. Steps will be taken to further improve and cultivate it.

89 Inquiry held at Bantry on 16th August, 1876, as to condition of this bed.
95 No steps as yet taken in the matter.

104 Inquiry as to condition of bed held at Castletown Berehaven on 12th September, 1876. License to be continued for another 
year, and if found not suitable to be cancelled.

105 See replies to No. 79, which apply equally to this.
117 Inquiry held at Durrus on 18th August, 1876. A quantity of oysters have been laid down, but what quantity has not been stated.
119 About 46,000 seed oysters from Arcachon, France, laid down in 1876, 2 to 2 J inches in size, doing well.

123 Fascines have been laid down to catch the spat, but unfortunately without success. Intends laying down small oysters before 
spring. No oysters sold in 1876. The amount of ground available for cultivation is limited, from the deposit of mud at either 
side of point op wluch bed is situated. No fall of spat in 1876. No French oysters put down. Thinks that if the bed of the 
estuary, which is at present persistently dredged, were allowed a few years’ rest, there might be some chance of spat being 
deposited on either shore,

124 See replies to No. 79, which apply equally to this.
129 60,400 French oysters from Arcachon laid down in December, 1875. They have increased in size and have fattened somewhat. 

None sold and pone laid down in 1876. A good many died in transit, from delay in sending from Cork, although every care was 
taken as far as the licensee was concerned, to secure that no delay should occur. Oysters of two ages were imported. The older 
of the two suffered most.

145 This license having been only granted in 1876, no queries were sent to licensees.

COUNTY KERRY.
3 No steps taken by present owner to cultivate bed. States that he is waiting to see how the French oysters laid down on an 

adjoining bed will answer before investing in this. . n ± 4
5 Inquiry held at Kenmare on 10th August, 1876. Two oyster pares of concrete have been built, and 10,000 French oysters of 2 to 

2» inches in size laid down, from Arcachon (cost, 21s. per thousand), and some young oysters laid down taken from the deep water. 
If the French oysters succeed, Col. Golf intends laying down more next season. ...

6 Inouirv held at Kenmare, loth August, 1876. 40,000 French oysters hud down in March, 18<6, size 2 and -J inches, and -43,000 laid 
down in October, size 2} to 3 inches; cost, 27s. to 40s. per thousand. About 8 per cent, died in transit, they are growing and 
doing well, and in much better condition than when received. Several concrete pares for protecting and classifying the oysters 
have been built, also large mud enclosures which are standing well. Besides the French oysters some have been brought from

20 Inquiry held at Valencia, 5th August, 1S76. Question of revoking license held over for further report irom the Knight of^Kerry. *
51 Inquiry held at Dingle on 2nd August, 1876. No action decided upon at present, to enable Lord Ventry to ascertain if the bed

GO Inquiry held at Kenmare on 10th August, 1876. The part that is suitable for cultivation has been cleaned and not disturbed 
since the spatting season. No oysters have been sold. There has been a tall ot spat in Ibib.

78 Inquiry held at Tarbert on 25th August, 1875, and license to be continued.

II 2
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List of Licenses to Plant Oyster Beds in force on 31st December,

No. of
License. Date of License. Persons to whom Granted. Present Owner or Lessee. Locality of Beds. Area of Beds.

Average 
area of 

Beds 
available.

CO. KERRY—con. A. R. P. Acres.

84 11th February, 1868, Charles Sandes, Charles Sandes, River Shannon, . 56 0 0

91 11th March, 1869, . Richard J. Mahony, Richard J. Mahony,. Kenmare Bay, . 4G 0 0 } 8
92 Do., Thos. Kingston Sullivan,. Thos. Kingston Sullivan, . Do., 195 0 0

125 14th June, 1873, . Robert M’Cowen, Robert M'Cowen, Barrow Harbour, 84 1 26 10

COUNTY CLARE.
28 14th February, 1862, Robert W. C. Reeves, Robert W. C. Reeves, Clonderlaw Bay, 112 0 0 80

34 10th June, 1864, . . Colonel C. M. Vandeleur, Colonel C. M. Vandeleur, Poulnasherry Bay, . 190 0 0 15

80 16th July, 1867, Robert W. C. Reeves, Robert W. C. Reeves, River Shannon, . 30 0 0 1G

COUNTY GALWAY.
12 15th November, 1854, . J. K. Boswell, » > William Young, Ballyconnelly Bay, . . 233 0 0 23

15 21st August, 1856, . William Foreman, . John Kendall, . Ardbear Bay, . 90 2 0 2

17 15th February, 1858, . Rev. A. Magee, • . Rev. A. Magee, Streamstown and Cleggan 
Bays.

277 0 0 10

18 Do., A. C. Lambert, A. C. Lambert, Killary Harbour, 114 0 0 38

19 3rd February, 1860, Rev. R. H. Wall, . Walter S. Wall, Mannin &, Ardbear Bays, 348 0 0 160

23 11th May, 1860, Edward Browne, Gillman Browne, Ballinakill Harbour, 223 0 0 50
27 10th January, 1861, William Forbes, William Forbes, Meenwish Bay, . . 225 0 0
33 6th April, 1864, . Lord Wallscourt, Lord Wallscourt, Galway Bay, . 1,770 0 0 100

37 John Kendall, . John Kendall, . Ardbear & Mannin Bays, 236 0 0 10
44 C. P. Archer, . Thomas Russell, Ballinakill Harbour, 48 0 0
46 Do., P. Macauley, . . Mitchell Henry, M.P., Ballinakill and Barnaderg 

Bays.
150 0 0 150

81 24th July, 1867, . Francis J. Graham,. Francis J. Graham,. Barnaderg Bay, . . 90 0 0

90 4th March, 1869, . John P. Nolan, . John P. Nolan, Ard Bay, . . , 290 0 0
113 26th December, 1871, Major Scott, Mitchell Henry, M.P., Barnaderg Bay, . . 390 3 0 390

114 Do., Colin Hugh Thomson, Colin Hugh Thomson, Killery Bay, . 201 2 0 50

115 9th February, 1872, W. and J. St. George, W. and J. St. George, Galway Bay, . 810 0 0 SO

128 31st December, 1873, Gillman Browne, Gillman Browne, Ballynakill Bay, 73 3 5
130 10th April, 1874, . Rev. R. Gibbings, d.d., . Rev. R. Gibbings, d.d., . Kingstown Bay, . 133 2 34 30

146 28th December, . Edmond O'Flaherty, Edmond O’Flaherty, Camus Bay, , , e 187 3 22

COUNTY MAYO.
1 5th November, 1846, . W. H. Carter, . W. II. Carter, . 

Captain Geo. Austin,
Trawrnore Bay, • 19 1 11

8 17th November, 1852, . John C. Garvey, Clew Bay, 108 3 33 54

11 15th November, 1854, Hon. David Plunket, James M'Donnell, . Killary Harbour, 288 0 0

13 18th July, 1855, • • | John Richards, , . John Richards, Blacksod Bay, . 90 0 0 z>
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No. 7—continued.

1870, and Substance of Reports received as to state of Beds—continued.

No. of 
License. Substance of Reports received as to state of Bods.

COUNTY KERRY—continued.
84 Beds have been stocked judiciously, and results up to the present satisfactory as could be expected. Expenditure £400 to £500. A 

considerable quantity of spat and young oysters can be seen on the bed. 100,000 oysters laid down. Not less than 60,000 at present 
on the bed.

Inquiry held at Kenihare bn 10th August, 187G. A few thousand small oysters have been dredged on the outer edges of the bed andf 91 J laid down. None have been sold. The two beds, Nos. 91 and 92, are worked conjointly. No spat observed in 1876, but a pretty
1 92 ] good cue in 1875. Great quantities of vermin, such as star fish and dog whelks, have been cleared ofi the ground, and the beds are 

to be thoroughly cleared.
125 Enclosed three large pares with concrete. Since 1st November, 1876, laid down 31,000 oysters, of 2| inch, got from Arcachon. and 

about 50,000 large from Tralee Bay oyster beds. Expects to put down 50,000 more before end of season. Sold 12,000 at £5 a 
thousand. Krom ISO to 200,000 on bed at present, lias not seen any spat fall.

COUNTY CLARE.
28 Has placed slates covered with mortar, same as at Arcachon, for catching spat. Put down 2,000 Erench oysters at a cost of from 

36s. to 40s. per thousand. There has been a fall of spat. There are about 6,000 or 7,000 oysters on the bed at present, and the 
number will be increased considerably.

34 Laid down 60,000 oysters obtained from different places in the Lower Shannon, at from 3s. to 5s. a hundred. Sold 10,000 at 10s. a 
hundred. About 120,000 on bed at present. No spat has fallen.

80 About 109,000 oysters obtained from Arcachon, at from 27s. 6d. to 40s. per thousand, and about 1,000 from the bed licensed in '62, 
have been laid down. None sold as yet. Very little spat has fallen on this bed. Only about sixteen acres are available. In 
addition to this made a large pond which is flooded by a flood-gate from the Shannon ; in order to make this pond had a great deal 
of trouble, as the fresh water of a large district, a watershed of several thousand acres, empties itself there into the Shannon, and 
this river came out at such a low level that when the tide rose outside, the fresh water flooded the ground which is now an oyster 
pond; has therefore gone inland about one-third of a mile and took the river at a level a little above the level of the highest 
spring tides; in order to carry this out has had to make a new bed and conduct the river along this higher level; this plan has been 
most successful, and was finished in November, 1875, and the river works admirably; then made a large pond of about six English 
acres, and flooded it with the flood-gate before alluded to ; found this pond too large, and that from the difference of the levels it 
must be divided, afld therefore made one pond one-third of the six acres, and purpose to make.two more ponds next year if (as 
there is no doubt whatever), the pond now finished succeeds in fattening oysters; in this pond has laid down 109,000 oysters, and it 
is large enough to'hold 250,000, placed as close as they have been placed, or double that number if placed close together; has 
arranged the oysters in beds four feet deep, with paths of from twelve to fourteen inches between them, so that two men can stand 
opposite each other and arrange the oysters, if anything should upset them ; this bed is so constructed that at the lowest neap tide 
it can be flooded, and keeps a depth of water on it varying from one foot to two feet six inches, and the water is changed once in 
the twenty-four hoflrs, the bed of the old fresh'water river which is alluded to being made use of to' take the water off, and the 
water then flows away in the ebb tide by self-acting sluices; this bed was only finished on 28th November, 1876, and on the day 
after it was finished had 109,000 oysters put in it; they are now barely four weeks on and are rapidly improving

. COUNTY GALWAY.
12 Nothing done for some years to cultivate the bed. The property to which it is attached is for sale. About twenty-three acres useful, 

and only two out of this good for fattening.
15 None sold. Operations unsuccessful owing to cold in the early summers of the past four years. About fifty barrels on bed at 

present. The most’spat found is two per dredge, which is equal to a total failure.
17 None sold. A partial fall of spat. No oysters laid down.

18 Lately had 5,000 Fretich oysters put down at a cost of £8. None sold. Merely enough for home supplies. Only about one-third of 
extent available. The bed being all in deep water, it is hard to say if any spat has fallen

19 No steps taken to cultivate bed, and no oysters taken oil since last inquiry. Does not know if any fall of spat this year. Two 
natural beds attached to the property. Suggests that half the original grant be revoked as being useless; the remaining half, 
although hardly fit for laying oysters on, necessary for protection.

23 No replies received.
27 No replies received.
83 No oysters laid down this year. None sold since spring, '75, when they brought 10s. a hundred. Fall of spat good. Much better 

than any year since 70. 1 °
37 Laid down about 30,000 from Arcachon, France, at 34s. per thousand. None sold. No fall of spat this year. 

No replies received. Included in Lauded Estates Court Conveyance 28th Xpril 1871 1 ?44
46 100,000 laid down during past year, and 50 000 more from France. French oysters cost about25s. per thousand. 20,000 bought in 

neighbour 100 , a ~ Is. per thousand. A partial fall of spatali over the bed. No oysters sold, and only a few taken fur domestic . 
consumption, inc lailure of the est of Ireland Company, who expended probably from £10 to £10,000, arose from attempting 1 
things on too arge a sea e. A ast numbers oi purchased oysters perished in an artificial pond, from which bog water and probably 
emanation of gases rom a jad foundation, were not excluded. No large fall of spat ever occurred, or was detained in the tiles 
laid down with la\ ish piofusion. The currents are so strong that the beds keep themselves cleaner than in many other places, but 
tins very circumstance wastes away the spat, 'lhe dog whelk and thrimps, which are probably more destructive to spat than 
anything else, are not very abundant. No doubt but that in the course of three years or so more oysters will be obtained than for 
some years past. Whether a large tall of spat can be obtained, or if obtained whether it can be caught, is a matter of experiment. 
Oysters have been placed in various situations to try how they will fatten, and as the River Dauros flows into the sea in that 
locality, a good fattening ground may be found.

81 Only possession of the bed from the Letterfrack Oyster Company a short time since, who took every oyster off it. Now about 
restoring it with young oysters from Ballinahinch beds. About two acres suitable for oyster cultivation

90 No replies received, although repeatedly written to.
113 The whole of these are good natural beds and produce oysters when not overdredged. Hitherto all attempts to collect spat have 1 

failed, owing to great strength of tide; still there is a yearly production.
114 Dredged and cleaned bed from beginning of November till middle of December. Laid down over 20,000 French oysters, which cost 

£22 10s. 9,000 sold at 8s. per hundred. About 50,000 on bed at present. A small quantity of spat has fallen. About 100 acres I 
available for cultivation.

115 About 20,000 old oysters taken off own bed, at 10s. a hundred. None sold. Very little fall of spat. Believe the cause of no spat 
falling is owing to the removal of all old oysters’ in lo’cality.

128 No replies received.
130 Not able to obtain any oysters last year. Put down some small oysters before, at 2s. 6d. a hundred, which were got in Clew Bay. 

Took up some oysters last September and they were very good. The Ballyconree or Kingstown Bay is a suitable place. None 
have been sold. Cannot say quantity on bed. Oysters seem to have done well in some places and not in others. Cannot say if 
any fall of spat this year. The whole place requires to be cleared, and if the grant were made perfect by the addition of the 
ground heretofore reserved, should be encouraged to proceed more vigorously ; but so long as trespassers can come upon any part 
of the bed, nothing really satisfactory can be done.

14 G This license having been only granted in 1876, no queries sent to licensee.

COUNTY MAYO.
1 "Merged into license No. 136, dated 5th July, 1S75.
8 Result of operations unsatisfactory, owing to a good many having died, and price falling in the London market. Sold about j 

200,000, varying from 55s. to 60s. per thousand.' Between 400,000 and 600,000 of all sizes on bed at present. A little spat has 
fallen. Attributes non-success to the falling off of spat on the public beds.

11 In consequence of the death of the owner, nothing has been done towards the cultivation of the bed or laying down of oysters. 
During the ensuing year arrangements will be mado for the proper cultivation of bed, and will be able then to report satisfactorily 
as to its condition.

13 Since last report has driven down wooden stakes and put out stones, to catch spat. 1,000 oysters sold at 10s. per hundred. 
Perhaps about 30.000 oysters on bed at present. Very little spat this year. About five acres, out of ninety licensed, available for 
cultivation.
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List of Licenses to Plant Oyster Beds in force on 31st December,

No. of
License Date of License. Persons to whom Granted. Present Owner or Lessee. Locality of Beds. Area of Beds.

Average 
area of 

Beds 
available•|

21
CO. MAYO—con.

3rd February, 1860, Captain W. Houston, William Barber, Killary Harbour,

A. R. r

43 0 0

Acres.

21

22 13th February, 1860, William M'Cormick, W. Dickens, Achill Sound, . 149 0 0 100

26 14th November, 1860, William Pike, . William Pike, . Do., 1,676 0 0 160
31 29th May, 1863, George Clive, . George Clive, . Do., 489 0 0 o

35 10th June, 1864, . A. W. Wyndham, . Victor C. Kennedy,. Newport Bay, . . 80 0 0 10

36 30th September, 1864, . Captain George Austin, Captain George Austin, . Westport Bay,. 194 0 0 97

47 31st December, 1864, Colonel F. A. K. Gore, .
F
Sir Chas. A. Gore, bart., . Killala Bay, . . 375 0 0 30

53 2nd November, 1865, . Marquess of Sligo, . Messrs. Baxter, Clew Bay, 25 0 0 25

54 1st December, 1865, Most Rev. Dr. M'Hale, . Rev. Thomas M'Hale, Rev. Shores of Achill Island, . 125 0 0

64 21st April, 1866, . Miss Anne Fowler, .

Canon Bourke, Rev.
James M'Gee, trustees.

Henry James F. Moran, . Blackgod Bay, . 11 0 0 7

69 10th July, 1867, . Mrs. Elizabeth Atkinson, Mrs. Elizabeth Atkinson, Blacksod Bay, . 100 0 0
71 Do., Townsend Kirkwood, Townsend Kirkwood, Saleen Harbour, 17 0 0 14

116 25th May, 1872, W. Pike, . . . . W. Pike................................ Achill Sound, . 308 3 20 50

118 3rd July, 1872, J. Rowan, J. Rowan, Do., 43 3 0 43

126 1st December, 1873, Benjamin Whitney, . James M'Donnell, . Blacksod Bay, . 81 1 17

127 Sth December, 1873, Mary Fegan,
Thomas Shaen Carter,

Mary Fegan, Clew Bay, 26 2 7
136 5th July, 1875, H. T. Shaen Carter,. Trawmore Bay, 502 3 22
132 15th July, 1875, Daniel Conway, Daniel Conway, Bellacragher Bay, . 2 0 34 1

138 16th August, 1875, . John Kendall, . John Kendall, . Clew Bay, 44 0 37 10

137 9th December, 1875, Denis Bingham, Denis Bingham, Blacksod Bay, . 46 1 8 46
140 19th January, 1876, Michael Moran, Michael Moran, Clew Bay, 3 2 2 3
144 14th September, 1876, . Maria Russell, . Maria Russell, . Do., • • • 4 1 10 4
147 27th December, 1876, Francis Bournes, Francis Bournes, Elly Harbour, . 83 2 6
139 28th December, 1876, Martin J. Fegan, 

Francis Mulholland,
Martin J. Fegan, Clew Bay, . . . 12 3 9 10

141 Do., Francis Mulholland, Do., 12 1 20 8

7
COUNTY SLIGO.

17th November, 1852, Thomas White, Percy IL Russ, Ballisodare Bay, 132 1 26 10

49 13th April, 1865, . Sir Robert Gore Booth, . Sir Robert Gore Booth, . Drumcliff Bay, 148 3 0 40

59 1st December, 1865, Richard j. Verschoyle, . Richard J. Verschoyle, . Ballisodare Bay, 54 0 0 20

66 15th June, 1867, Sir Robert Gore Ijooth, bt., Owen Rice, Drumcliff Bay, 87 0 0 10
86 13th March, 1868, . Colonel Edward Cooper, . Colonel Edward Cooper, . Ballisodare Bay, 190 0 0 10
98 10th September, 1869, . Henry W. Meredith, Henry W. Meredith, Sligo Bay, 20 0 0 3
99 Do., Owen Wynne, Owen Wynne, . Do., 77 0 0 5

100 Do., Do., Do., Do.. 53 0 0 20
101 12th March, 1870, . R. J. Verschoyle, R. J. Verschoyle, Ballisodare Bay, 13 2 0 2
102 22nd April, 1871, . Agnes M. Nicholson, W. K. Barrett, Sligo Bay, 52 2 10 25

106 24th April, 1871, . Ed. Park, Ed. Park, Milk Haven, . 22 0 0 2

107 Do., Martin Cunnawn, . Martin Cunnawn, . Do................................. 2 2 10 1
108 Do., Michael Cunnawn, . Michael Cunnawn, . Do................................. 2 110 1
121 24th February, 1873, R. J. Verschoyle, . R. J. Verschoyle, 

Isabella Letitia Eccles, .
Ballisodare Bay, 114 0 20 9

122 3rd March, 1873, . Isabella Letitia Eccles, . Milk Haven, 29 1 3 2

135 27th January, 1875, St. Geo. Jones Martin, . Thomas Gardiner, . Sligo Estuary or Bay, 77 1 33 35

9
COUNTY DONEGAL. 
22nd September, 1853, . J. O. Woodhouse, . J. O. Woodhouse, . Mulroy Bay, . 63 0 26

82 31st January, 1868, William Hart, The Lessees The Hon. Lough Swilly, . 790 0 0 200

109 15th July, 1871, Sir James Stewart, bart.,.
The Irish Society. 

Sir James Stewart, bart., Do., 106 2 21 106

110 27th July, 1871, F. Mansfield, . F. Mansfield, . Do............................... 25 1 0 }10{
133 15th October, 1874, Do., Do............................... Do., . . • 1 12 2 0
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1876, and Substance of Reports received as to state of Beds—continued.

No. of 
_,icensc. Substance of Reports received as to state of Beds.

21
COUNTY MAYO—continued.

The bed has beeu dredged yind cleaned, and all dry shells placed on best spatting part. None put down. About 400 taken off beds,

oo
but none sold. Young brood are to be found on the bed, but iu no great quantity.

About 80 hundred of oysters have been planted this year, large and small, bought at Achill Sound, at 2s. 9cZ. per hundred. Shells

26

used as collectors for catching spat. About 2,000 taken from bed this year, but not sold. Sixty barrels, averaging about 1,000 per 
barrel, on bed at present.

Relaid, and distributed oysters from other parts of the beds. No oysters taken off this year. Spat has fallen in large quantities.
31 No steps taken since last report to cultivate bed. Cannot say if there has been any fall of spat. A -few oysters taken off for home

35
consumption. The bed is not worth going to expense to cultivate and protect, as it is mostly mud and sand.

Has put down tiles a little below low-water mark. Attributes the want of success to the nature of the bottom being mud or sand, or

3G
a mixture of both. Further efforts will be made by laying down stones and gravel.

Result of operations unsuccessful. 150 barrels sold, each containing about 1,100 sizeable oysters, at G5s. per barrel. About 1,000

•17

buds of all sizes on bed. No fall of spat. Undertaking unsuccessful on account of so few oysters in Clew Bay. French oysters 
have failed in breeding last year.

Result of operations successful. The bed, which is in deep water, has been well dredged and cleansed, and farther space prepared

53

for laying down seed oysters from France. The fall of spat has been seemingly more than usual, as owing to the fineness of the 
spatting season, the loss of spat from floods was less than usual on this bed. Every facility should be given to encourage growth 
and protection of seed or brood oysters at home, and importation from France or elsewhere.

A good deal of oysters taken off the bed last year, and sent to England. The bed was not well cultivated this last season. The

54

lessees state that they have given up cultivation, as it was a failure. They are, however, bound by their lease to fully plant and 
stock the bed.

Since the trustees got possession over two years ago, they have had parties employed for two weeks during spring tides picking the

64

small oysters, and putting them further out to extend the bed. Also put down stones and fixtures to keep spat from being carried 
out into deep sea. A great fall of spat during 1876. About six acres Were covered with oysters when trustees got possession, and 
they have extended it another acre. Most of the ground licensed is suitable for cultivation. The bed is an excellent one, and the 
oysters are first-class—large, full, well-fed, and highly palatable. Have been deterred from better cultivation by the fact that the 
bed was robbed in 1874 and 1875 by men in boats from Ballycroy.

Has not sold any oysters. Some thousands ou bed at present. A fall of spat has taken place. If dredging is stopped in Blacksod

G9
and Broadhaven Bays for two or three years, oyster beds in the neighbourhood would be materially improved. 

No steps taken to cultivate bed since last report.
71 Put down some oysters in Qctober, which were got at Saleen. Some spat has fallen, but quantity not known.

116 Oysters have been laid down from other beds. None sold. Several thousand on bed at present. Believes spat has fallen on bed

118
this year.

The supply of oysters in Blacksod Bay has so greatly fallen off that no oysters could be got to lay down. Sold none. The small

12G

quantity at first laid down were stolen oil the bed. Cannot say what stock on it. Could hardly notice any fall of spat. Diminution 
in supply of oysters iu Blacksod Bay commenced in 1873, so much good could not be done in cultivating new beds.

Up to the present no progress has been made towards the proper cultivation of the bed. Was in treaty with various parties during

127

the last two years for the laying down of oysters, but owing to the difficulty of procuring them, except at an enormously high 
price, and the great fear entertained of being able to protect them from being stolen, was unable to carry out his intentions. If 
license continued will renew his attempt to cultivate bed during the ensuing year.

No replies received.
13G No replies received.
132 Stones from bed cleared away, and heath put down to catch spat. About 50,000 obtained from Achill and Ballycroy put down. 

Sold about 50,000 from October. 1875, to 1st April, 1876, at prices from 3s. to 8s. per hundred. About 10,000 oysters at present on 
bed. Has seen about 1,000 spat on bed this year.

Employed men and boats to clean the ground. Laid down about 290,000, viz., 215,000 from Clew Bay, at 3s. per hundred, and138

137

75,000 purchased at Arcachon, France, at 34s. per thousand. None sold. Cannot ascertain has there been a fall of spat, as the 
bed has not been disturbed.

No oysters laid down last year, nor any sold. Cannot say spat has fallen.
This license having been only granted in 1876, no queries sent to licensee.140

144 Do., Do.
147 Do., Do.
139 Do., Do.
141 Do., Do.

COUNTY SLIGO.
7 About 30,000 sold off bed this year, at £5 and £5 10s. per 1,000 of 1,240. Purchased from Arcachou 284,000, viz., 200,000 at 21s.

49

aud 22s., and 84,000 at 35s and 40 s. per 1,000 of 1,010 ; also expecting 150,000 to arrive shortly. About 300,000 on bed at present. 
Spat fell to . ® ‘ 1u *e greater part did not live. The undertaking is successful. Oysters grow well and fatten
quickly nowhe . s.lraf 0 0 mchtde bait beds in oyster licenses, and to be better able to prevent trespass at low water.
Exported also about £100 worth of mussels from bed.

Planted seed oysters. About 38,000 sold, at prices varying, about 10s. per hundred. 147.000 laid down—100,000 French oysters, and

59
47,000 from Donegal—trench at 32s. per thousand ; Donegal at 35s. Observed no spat this year.

Since last September, 245,000 oysters. have been laid down ; 25,000 from own breeding ponds, spawned in 1874—no spawn got in

66

1875 or 1876 and 220,006 principally iiom Prance. 70,000 sold since September from Ss. to 12s. per hundred and twenty-four. 
Twenty acres available for oyster cultivation, in consequence of shifting sands or the upcast from the lugworm. Some fall of spat 
of the Crow oyster, which, when young, is often mistaken lor the real oyster; but there was no spat of the real oyster this season.

Did nothing to cultivate bed since last report.
86
98

No oysters laid down. Has not seen any fall of spat this year. 
This bed is well stocked principally from Sligo.

99 Inquiry held as to cultivation. Further time allowed.
100
1 01 See replies to No. 59, which apply equally to this.

Put out old shells from a boat, as the tide did not leave the bed this season,.and consequently unable to walk the bed. Did not buy
any small oysters this year; but a good supply on bed. Sold 10,800 at Ils. a hundred. Very little spat has fallen this year.

1 0G About 12,000 oysters laid down, at 28s. per thousand, principally got from Arcachon. Sold three or four pounds worth on the bed.

107
1 08

Seldom sees spat, except attached to rocks and stones, aud then it is taken off carefully and planted into beds. French oysters do 
well; and bed suited for fattening not breeding.

Did nothing to cultivate bed since last report. Spat is naturally increasing, but not to any great extent.
Cannot get oysters in locality at any reasonable price ; had not capital to import them. Oysters increasing very fast on bed.

121
122

See replies to No. 59, which apply equally to this.
About 600 sold at 7s. per hundred, and three or four hundred used at home. About 800 on bed at present. Some spat has fallen,
but in a small quantity.

97 000 sold oft’ bed this year, at 8s. per hundred. 39,000 purchased from fishermen in this neighbourhood, at 2s.Gd. per hundred ; also

9

15,000 brought from America, at 12s. 6d. per thousand. Just now trying French oysters to grow and fatten. Cannot say what 
quantity °f oysters ou bed at present. A good deposit of spat this year owing to a warm summer.

COUNTY DONEGAL.
Put down about 4,000 oysters obtained from neighbourhood of Dunfanaghy, at 2s. Gd. per hundred. Cannot say if any spat fell in

82
187G About 6,000 oysters on bed at present. Cannot say exactly how much of bed suitable for cultivation.

Ponds" cleaned, aud oysters as they increased removed into deep water. No fall of spat this year. Nearly 50,000 oysters on bed at

109 IlaVnoTtaken any steps since last report to cultivate bed. A small quantity of spat has fallen. About 2,750,000 on bed at present.
C Steps taken to keep the beds free from vermin and other injurious matter. Purchased any oysters that could be obtained in the 

nei-'libmirhood at from Is. 8(Z. to 2s. Gd. per hundred, principally Lough Swilly oysters. A small quantity of spat observed duringM lheautumn which fell during the previous spring. About 446,000 oysters on bed nt present. Suggests that the ten acres winch
133 1 he states to be available should be exchanged for ten others which could be cultivated to some advantage.
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| No. of

j License. Date of License. Persons to whom Granted. Present Owner or Lessee. Locality of Beds. Area of Bods.
Average 
area of 

Beds 
available.

142
CO. LONDONDERRY.
6th July, 1876, Lessees The Hon. The 

Irish Society.
Lessees The Hon. The 

Irish Society.
Lough Foyle, . . . 3,270

It.

2

r.

24

Acres.

100

112
COUNTY DOWN.

9th October, 1871, . Marquis of Downshire, . Marquis of Downshire, . Dundrum Bay, . 32 0 2 10

131 14th September, 1874, . Samuel Murland, Samuel Murland, Strangford Lough, . 15 3 28 15

10
COUNTY LOUTH.

1st July, 1854, Burton Bindon, Lord Clermont Z • Carlingford Lough, . 51 3 10

57
65

1st December, 1865, .
4th June, 1866,

John Obins Woodhouse, . 
Do.,

C. 0. Woodhouse, . 
Do., o p 54

96
0
0

0
0

} “{

97
111

10th September, 1869, . 
1st July, 1871,

Lord Clermont,
Arthur Hamill, Q.C.,

Lord Clermont,
Arthur Hamill, Q.C.,

Do..
Do.,

54
144

0
0

0
0

Total, . 20,570 3 12

SALMON

Appendix,

Schedule of Licence Duties payable in each District

District. 1. Salmon 
Rods.

2. Cross 
Lines.

3. Snap 
Nets.

4. Draft 
Nets.

5. Drift 
Nets.

6. Trammel 
Nets 

for Pollen.
7. Polo 
Nets.

£ b. d. £ S. d. £ 3. d. £ 3. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d. .£ S. d.

1. Dublin,........................................... 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
2. Wexford.................................................. 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 o
3. Waterford,........................................... 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 8 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
4. Lismore,........................................... 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
5. Cork......................................................... 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
01. Skibbereen, .... 10 0 10 0 0 15 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 0 15 0 10 0
62. Bantry,........................................... 1 0 0 10 0 0 15 0 3 0 0 3 0 O 0 15 0 1 0 o
03. Kenmare,........................................... 1 0 0 10 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 o
7. Killarney,........................................... 10 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 0 15 0 1 0 0
8. Limerick, ..... 1 0 0 1 5 0 I 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
9. Galway,........................................... 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0

101. Ballynakill, .... 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 8 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
102. Bangor,........................................... 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 8 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
11. Ballina,.......................................... 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 8 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 O
12. Sligo,.......................................... 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
13. Ballyshannon....................................... 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
14. Letterkenny, .... 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 8 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
151. Londonderry, .... 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
152. Coleraine,............................................ 10 0 2 0 0 0 15 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 0 0 2 O 0
16. Ballycastle, .... 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 o 2 0 0
17*. Drogheda............................................... 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 0 15 0 2 0 0
172. Dundalk, ..... 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 0 15 0 2 0 0
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1876, and Substance of Reports received as to state of Beds—continued.

FISHERIES.

No. 8.

on Engines used for Fishing for Salmon, January, 1876.

8. BagNots. 9. Fly Nets. 10. Stake Nets. 11. Hoad 
Weirs.

12. Box, Crib, 
tec.

13. Gap, Eyo, 
<kc. 14. Sweepers. 15. Coghills. 16. Loop ets.

£ s. d £ s. d. £ S. d. £ S. d £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ S. d. £ s. d.

1 0 0 — _ —
0 10 0 — — —
10 0 — — —
1 0 0 — — —
1 0 0 — — —
0 10 0 — — —
0 10 0 — — —

1 0 10 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 —
1 0 10 0 — —

10 0 — —

-10 0 0 30 0 0 30 0 0 6 0 0 10 0 0- 1 0 0
1 0 0 __ __ —
1 0 0 — — ■" ■■
1 0 0 — —— —
1 0 0 — — —
10 0 — 1 0 0 —
0 10 0 — 1 0 0 1 0 0
1 0 0 — — —
1 0 0 1 0 0 —
1 0 0 — — —
1 0 0 — 1 0 0 0 10 0
1 0 0 — 1 0 0 —

1

No. of
License Substance of Reports received ns to state of Beds.

142
COUNTY LONDONDERRY.

This license haring been only granted in 1876, no queries sent to licensees.

112

131

COUNTY DOWN.
The beds consist of two enclosures by embankments, which were repaired from time to time when any part became low from the 

action of the tide. No additional oysters put down during the year. No fall of spat that can be distinguished, the current of the 
tides being strong, and any collectors placed became useless from catching and retaining seaweeds. About 41,300 had been deposited 
in the enclosures, but owing to a number having been carried over the embankment by adhering to weeds, there is about 25,000 on 
bed at present.

Ground cleaned and dead oysters removed. About £250 worth of Scotch oysters put down, at the rate of 4s. per hundred. A small 
quantity of spat has fallen. Cannot say how many oysters on bed at present.

10

65^

I
97

111

COUNTY LOUTH.
Laid down 30,700 oysters from Arcachon, at a cost of £41, including carriage. A good fall of spat the last two summers. About 

200,000 oysters of all sizes on bed at present. Out of the total number ofacres licensed for tills and subsequent grant in 1869 (viz., 
97), about two-thirds available for cultivation.

A large number of fascines were staked over the bed. About 20,000 oysters purchased at from 3s. to 6s. a hundred, and laid down. 
The fascines were a failure, and any spat that fell adhered to stones. About 40,000 oysters on bed at present. Suggests that the 
instrument known as the Grape should be prohibited in Carlingford Lough, and that the Constabulary should have power to seize 
and return to the sea oysters found on unlicensed parts of the shore during the close season, as this illegal traffic is carried on to a 
great extent.

See replies to No. 10, which apply equally to this.
Has not been able to obtain any brood oysters since last report. No fall of spat. Cannot say how many acres available for oyster 

cultivation.
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Appendix, No. 9.

Schedule of Licence Duties received by the Boards of Conservators for the Year 1876.

District.

Number and Description of Licences sold in 1876.

1876. '

Amount 
of 

Licence 
Duty.

1876.

Per-centagc 
on 

PoorLaw 
Valuation.

1876.

Amount 
received for 

Fines, 
Sale of 

Forfeited 
Engines; 

Interest on 
Bank 

Account.

1876.

Amount 
of 

Subscrip
tions 

received.

1876.

Total 
Amount 
received.

1876.

Ave
rage 
No. 
em

ployed.

1.
 Sa

lm
on

 R
od

s.

2.
 C

ro
ss

 L
in

es
.

5.
 D

rif
t N

et
s.

0.
 T

ra
m

m
el

 N
et

s, 
fo

r P
ol

le
n.

7.
 Po

lo
 N

et
s.

8.
 B

ag
 N

et
s.

| 9. F
ly

 N
et

s.

| 10
. S

ta
ke

 N
et

s. CD

12
. B

ox
, C

rib
, &

c.
 I

1 13
. G

ap
, E

ye
, &

o.
 |

11
. S

w
ee

pe
rs

.
| 15

. C
og

hi
lls

.

IG
. L

oo
p 

N
et

s.

3.
 S

na
p 

N
et

s.
4.

 D
ra

ft 
N

et
s.

1. Dublin, . 105 0 17
£ s. d.

IGO 0 0
£ s. d. .£ S. d.

3 9 4
£. s. d. £ S. d.

163 9 4 211

2. Wexford,. 92 53 - 251 0 0 — 4G 7 0 — 297 7 0 410

3. .Waterford, 191 14 249 25 79 - - - - 4 5 30 - - - 1,104 10 0 — 39 0 5 3 9 3 1,146 19 8 1,838

4. Lismore, 2G1 5 27 5 109 - 1 1 - 2 2 - - - - 745 10 0 32 14 10 74 17 G — 853 2 4 970

5. Cork, 279 - - 66 21 - - 1 - 1 - - - - - - 580 0 0 — 33 3 11 — 613 3 11 788

61. Skibbereen, . 8 16 - 56 0 0 — 8 7 4 — 64 7 4 104

G2. Bantry, 14 12 - 50 0 0 — 2 18 11 — 52 18 11 86

63. Kenmare, 30 - - 8 - - - 1 - - - - - 5 - - 07 0 0 5 10 0 2 13 4 — 75 3 4 112

7. Killamey, 100 4 - 65 - - - - - - - 2 - - - - 329 0 0 29 10 0 46 0 0 — 404 10 0 505

8. Limerick, 232 39 30 GO 142 - 18 - 31 1 9 63 - - - 2,074 15 0 — 98 G 8 — 2,173 1 8 1,815

9. Galway, 111 9 12 - 3 — - - - - 6 25 - - - 254 10 0 81 0 0 — — 335 10 0 259

101. Ballynakill, . 49 - 16 - - 1 - - - - - - - - - 99 0 0 — 6 0 0 — 105 0 0 148

102. Bangor, 25 - - 27 - - - 9 - - - - 2 - - - 198 0 0 2 10 0 5 12 6 — 206 2 0 227

11. Ballina, . 97 - - 31 36 - - 5 - - - 7 12 - - - 430 0 0 — 35 IG 8 — 4G5 IG 8 510

12. Sligo, 22 - 18 - - - 1 - - - - 9 - - - 95 0 0 — 0 13 4 — 95 13 4 152

13. Ballyshannon, 178 7 - 95 - - o - - 1 - 4 47 - - - 598 0 0 — 3 13 G — G01 13 G 868

14. Letterkenny, . 65 - - 14 7 - - 3 - - - o - - - 5 183 0 0 14 0 0 16 8 — 198 6 8 202

151. Londonderry, . 70 5 - 33 32 - 3 4 - 3 - - - - - - 411 0 0 95 0 0 52 14 8 505 0 0 1,063 14 8 475

15®. Coleraine, 119 - 120 - 94 - 2 - - - 4 - - 87 - 894 0 0 80 0 0 108 17 10 — 1,082 17 10 1,124

16. Ballycastle, 28 - - 10 - - - 14 - - - - - - - - 198 0 0 G2 10 0 10 0 0 G8 18 4 339 8 4 144

171. Drogheda, 70 4 5 54 - - - - - - - 3 - - 54 - 331 10 0 — 4 7 6 — 335 17 G 478

17®. Dundalk, 44 - - 24 - - - 2 - - 1 - 14 - - - 156 0 0 9 10 0 1 6 9 3 0 0 169 IG 9 225

Total, . 2196 89 311
1
r 420 97 25 43 - 42 2 44 202 5 141 5 9,265 15 0 412 10 10 585 13 10 580 7 7 10,844 7 3 11,681

The estimate of the average number of men employed is made up as follows:—

Salmon Rods, . 1 man. Drift Nets, , . 5 men. Fly Nets, . • .4 men. Gap, Eye, &e. • 2 men.
Cross Lines, . . 2 men. Trammel Nets, . . 2 do. Stake Nets, . . .4 do. Sweepers, . • • 6 do.
Snap Nets, . 4 do. Pole Nets, . . 3 do. Head weirs, . . Iman. Coghills, . 1 man.Draft Nets, . . 6 do. Bag Nets, . . . 4 do. Box,crib, &c. (every 5) 2 men. Loop or Frame Nets, . 1 do.

Appendix, No. 10.

Table showing the Total Amount received in the various Fishery Districts from the sale of Licences 
between the years 1863 and 1876, inclusive.

Increase in Licence Duty since 1863, £3,785 18s. 4c/.

Amount received 
for Licence Duty.

Amount received 
for Licence Duty. Amount received 

for Licence Duty.
£ S. d. £ s. d. £ 3. d.

1863 . . 5,892 7 6 1868 . 7,033 10 6 1873 . . .9,040 14 0
1864 6,841 5 0 1869 . 6.700 6 4 1874 . 9,418 9 01865 6,722 16 8 1870 . 7,511 13 4 1875 . . 9’417 1 8
1866 7,098 6 8 1871 . . 8,865 15 9 1876 . . 9’,678 5 10
1867 . . 7,317 0 0 1872 . . 8,998 1 0
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Appendix, No. 11.

Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., in force on 1st January, 1877, relating to the 
Salmon Fisheries of Ireland.

Appendix,
No. 11.

Abstract of 
By-Laws, 

Orders, &c.
Place affected by 

By-Law,
— and Date thereof.

Nature of By-Law.
Place affected by 

By-Law, 
and Date thereof.

Nature of By-Law.

River Liffey’,
(19th Jan., 1865.)

SALMON AND TROUT.

Dublin District.

Prohibiting the catching, or attempting to catch, 
Salmon -with any Net of greater length than 
350 yards, in that part of the River Liffey 
which is situated between the Woir known as 
the Island Bridge Weir and a lino drawn due 
North from Poolbeg Lighthouse.

Between Helvick
Head and Bally- 
cotton, River 
Blackwater, &c.
(6th Nov., 1874.)

Between Dalkey 
Island and Wick
low Head.

(15th Oct., 1871.)

Permitting use of Nets with Meshes of one 
inch from knot to knot for capture of Salmon 
or Trout between Dalkey Island and Wicklow 
Head.

Wexford District.

River Slaney,. 
(25th March, 1854, 

and4th March, 1862.)

Prohibiting, during the Close Season for Salmon, 
the use of Nets of any kind whatsoever, be
tween Ferrycarrig Bridge and the Town of 
Enniscorthy.

Prohibiting, during the Open Season for Salmon, 
the use of Nets with meshes of less size than 
one and three-quarter inches from knot to knot, 
between Ferrycarrig Bridge and the Town of 
Enniscorthy.

Lismore District.

Repealing By-law of 2nd November, 1870, 
regulating Drift Net Fishing, and in lieu 
thereof providing as follows ;—

First.—That no Drift Nets of greater length 
than 200 yards shall be used for the capture of 
Salmon and Trout in the Rivers or Estuaries 
flowing into the sea between Helvick Head 
and Ballycotton, or in the sea between those 
points.

Second.—That no two or more Drift Nets when 
fishing shall be attached together in any way.

Third.—That Drift Nets shall not be used at a 
less distance from each other than fifty yards 
in that portion of the River Blackwater situ
ated within one mile of the mouth of the 
River as at present defined, each Drift Net 
shot and drifting to be kept at a distance of 
not less than fifty yards from the one preceding 
it on the tide and already drifting.

Derry Water and 
River Derry. 

(26th Oct., 1870.)

Permitting use of Nets for the capture of Fish, 
having Meshes of one inch from knot to knot 
(to be measured along the side of the square, or 
four inches, to bo measured all round each such 
Mesh, such measurements being taken in the 
clear when the Net is wet), in the rivers and 
streams following, that is to say, in the Derry 
Water, from its source near Killaveney to 
Annacurragh Bridge, with the stream flowing 
into same from Moyne Church through Ballin • 
glen, and the Tomnaskela River; and in the 
Groenisland, Shillelagh, and Derry River, from 
the bounds of the County Carlow, flowing past 
Tinnahely by Shillelagh to the bounds of the 
County Wexford, with the small streams 
flowing into that portion of the said river, all 
said rivers and streams being in the County 
Wicklow, for and during the months of May, 
June, July, and August, in each year.

Tidal Waters,
(11th Sept., 1866.)

River Lee, Co. of the 
City of Cork.

(7th January, 1863.)

potter
(26th

River, .
Oct., 1870.)

Owenavorragh River, 
(15th Feb., 1875.)

Besshorough De
mesne, Co. Kil
kenny. 
(5th May, 1866.)

Corrock River, . 
f/tb J uly, 1870.)

River Suir, .
(17th Aug., 1875.)

Permitting use of Nets for the capture of Fish 
with Meshes of one inch from knot to knot (to 
be measured along the side of the square, or 
four inches to be measured all round each such 
Mesh, such measurements being taken in the 
clear, when the Net is wet), in the tidal portion 
of the Potter River, situated below Brittas 
Bridge in the County of Wicklow.

Permitting use of nets with meshes of one 
inch from knot to knot for capture of salmon 
or trout.

Waterford District.

Permitting the use of Nets for the capture of 
Fish with Meshes of one inch from knot to 
knot (to be measured along the side of the 
square, or four inches to be measured all round 
each such Mesh, such measurements being 
taken in the clear, when the Net is wet,) 
within the Waters in, and Rivers running 
through the Demesne of Besshorough, in the 
County of Kilkenny: Provided that no Net 
having a less Mesh than one inch and three- 
quarters from knot to knot, shall be used in the 
said Rivers during the Months of April, May, 
and June.

Permitting use of Nets with Meshes of one inch 
from knot to knot (to be measured along the 
side of the square, or four inches to be measured 
all round such Alesh, such measurements being 
taken in the clear when the Net is wet).

Prohibiting use of all Engines (save single Rods 
and Lines) for capture of Fish, between the 
Bridges at Suir Island and a line drawn due 
south across the River, and intersecting said 
Island at Clonmel.

River Lee,
(21st April, 1871.)

River Lee,
(31st March, 1876.)

Argideen River,
(24th Feb., 1860.)

Bandon River,
(10th Dec., 1874.)

Cork District.

Prohibiting the catching or attempting to catch 
Salmon or Trout in any Tidal Water in the 
Cork District with a Spear, Lyster, Otter, 
Strokehaul, Dree Draw, or Gaff, except when 
the latter instrument may be used solely as 
auxiliary to angling with Rod and Line, or for 
the purpose of removing Fish from any legal 
Weir or Box by the Owner or Occupier thereof. 

Prohibiting the snatching or attempting to 
snatch Salmon or Trout in any Tidal or Fresh 
Water in the Cork District with any kind of 
Fish-hook, covered in part or in whole with 
any matter or thing, or uncovered.

Prohibiting, during the Close Season for Salmon 
the use of Draft Nets, or any other Net or 
Nets used as a Draft Net, having a foot-rope 
and leads or weights affixed thereto, within the 
following limits, viz.:—in that part of the River 
Lee, situate between Patrick’s Bridge, in the 
City of Cork, and a line drawn across the said 
River Lee, from Blackrock Castle, ou the 
south, to the Western extremity of the Town
land of Dunkettle, on the North.

Prohibiting use of all Nets, except Landing-Nets, 
as auxiliary to rods and lines in part of South 
Channel between Geoige IV. Bridge and Friar’s 
Weir.

Prohibiting the catching or attempting to catch 
Fish of any kind in that part of the River 
Lee situated between the Cork Waterworks 
Weir and St. Vincent’s Bridge in the North 
Channel, and Clarke's Bridge in the South 
Channel, and in the mill races and inlets from 
such channels with a Spear, Lyster, Otter, 
Strokehaul, Dj-ee-draw or Gaff, except when 
the latter instrument may be used solely as 
auxiliary to angling with Rod and Line, or for 
the puqtose of removing Fish from any legal 
Weir or Box by the owner or occupier thereof.

Prohibiting the use of Nets of any kind whatso
ever in the tidal part of the river known as the 
Argideen River, in the County of Cork, situa
ted between the junction of the Owenkeagh or 
Blind River with the said Argideen River and 
the Bridge of Timoleague, all in the Barony cf 
the East Division of East Carbery,and County 
of Cork.

Prohibiting for five years from the 1st January, 
1875, the use of all Nets (except Landing Nets 
as auxiliary to angling with Rod and Line) for 
the capture of Salmon or Trout in any part of 
said River or its Tributaries, above a line 
drawn across the said River at right angles 
with the River’s course from the Stream on 
the east, side of said River, dividing the Town
lands of Coohnoreen and Skeamogue to the 
Stream on the opposite shore dividing the 
Townlands;of Drumkeen and Knockroe.

I 2
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Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., in force on 1st January, 1877, relating to the
Salmon Fisheries of Ireland.

.Appendix, 
bio. 11. Appendix, No. 11—continued.

.Abstract of
By-Laws, 

Orders, &c.
Place affected by 

By-Law, 
and Date thereof.

Nature of By-Law.
Place affected by 

By-Law, 
and Date thereof.

Nature of By-Law.

Skibbereen District.

River Hen,
(28th Feb., 18/4.)

Permitting use of Nets with Aleshes of one and 
a quarter inches from knot to knot for capture 
of Salmon or Trout.

Bantry District.

River Shannon,
(5th May, 18GG.)

Limerick District—continued.

Prohibiting the Fishing for Salmon or Trout by 
any means ■whatsoever, -within a space of 
Twenty Yards from the Weir Wall of Tar- 
monbarry, on the River Shannon.

Tidal Waters,
(7th March, 1870.)

Snave or Coomhola, 
Mealagh, or Dun- 
namark, Owvane, 
and Carrigboy 
Rivers.

(21st June, 1871.)

Castlemaiue Estuary
(27th Oct., 1858.)

Tidal Waters,
(8th Feb., 1865.),

Currane or Water
ville River—

Waterville Weir. 
(7th March, 1870.)

Waterville River, .
(18th Feb., 1871.)

River Shannon, 
Island Point.

(5th Feb., 1856.)

River Shannon,
(22nd Nov., 1862.)

Permitting use of Nets of a Mesh of one and a 
quarter inches from knot to knot (to be 
measured along the side of the square, or five 
inches to be measured all round each such 
Mesh, such measurements being taken in the 
clear when the Net is wet), in the tidal waters 
of the Bantry District, which comprises the 
whole of the sea along the coast between Mizen 
Head in tho County Cork and Crow Head in 
the same County, and around any Islands or 
Rocks situate off same, with the whole of the 
Tideways along said Coast and Rivers, and the 
whole of the tidal portions of the several Rivers 
and their Tributaries flowing into said Coast.

Prohibiting use of all Nets,save Landing-Nets,as 
auxiliary to rods and lines in fresh-water por
tions of said Rivers.

Killarney District.

Prohibiting, during the Salmon Close Season, 
the use of Draft Nets having a foot-rope and 
leads or weights affixed thereto, in the Estuary 
of Castlemaine inside the Bar of Inch.

Prohibiting the catching, orattempting to catch 
Salmon in any tidal water with a Spear, 
Lyster, Otter, Strokehaul, Dree-Draw, or 
Gaff, except when the latter instrument may 
be used solely as auxiliary to angling with 
rod and line, or for the purpose ot removing 
fish from any legal Weir or Box by the owner 
or occupier thereof.

Permitting the space between the Bars or Rails 
of the Inscales, and of the Heck or upstream 
side of the Boxes or Cribs of the Waterville 
Weir to be one ami a quarter inches apart.

Prohibiting use of Nets between Waterville Weir 
and mouth of River as defined,between twelve 
o’clock noon on Friday and six o’clock on 
Saturday morning, and between six o’clock 
Monday morning and twelve o’clock noon same 
day in each week during Open Season.

Limerick District..

Prohibiting Net Fishing in that part of the River 
Shannon between Wellesley Bridge and the 
Railway Bridge, between 1st June and 12th 
February.

First.—Prohibiting, between the 20th day’ of 
July and 1st day of November in each year, 
the use of Draft Nets, or any other Net or 
Nets used as a Draft Net, having a foot-rope 
and leads or weights affixed thereto, within the 
following limits, viz.:—in that part of the River 
Shannon situate between the Fishing Weir 
known as the Lax Weir, and a line drawn due 
North and South across the said River Shan
non atthc Western extremity of Graigue Island.

Second.—Prohibiting Draft Nets for the cap
ture of Fish of any kind, of a mesh less than 
one and three-quarter inches from knot to knot, 
to be measured along the side of the square, or 
seven inches to be measured all round each 
such mesh, such measurements being taken in 
the clear when the Net is wet, in the tidal 
parts of the River Shannon, or in the tidal 
Sarts of any of the Rivers flowing into the said 

fiver Shannon.

Rivers Shannon and 
Maigue.

(5th June, 1867.)

River Shannon, 
(1st March, 1872.)

Rivers Shannon, 
Maigue, and As- 
keaton, and Clon- 
derlaw Bay.

(10th Nov., 1874.)

Lough Ree, River 
Shannon.

(27th August, 1858.)

River Fergus,
(26th June, 1865.)

River, Fergus
(16th Dec., 1870.)

River Maigue,
(17th Oct.,J8G4.)

Maigue River, 
list March, 1871.)

Gal way River, Lough 
Corrib, &c.

(24th July, 1846.)

Whole District,
(11th Sept., 18GG.)

Prohibiting the Shooting of Fish in that part of 
River Shannon between Portumna Bridge and 
Shannon Bridge, and also in River Maigue.

Prohibiting having Nets for capture of Salmon 
or Trout on board any Cot or Curragh between 
mouth of Shannon and Wellesley Bridge, in the 
city of Limerick, or in tidal parts of any rivers 
flowing into the said River Shannon between 
said points between the hours of Nine o’clock on 
Saturday morning and Three o’clock on Monday 
morning; or between Wellesley Bridge and 
the Navigation Weir at Killaloe, in the County 
of Clare, between Eight o’clock on Saturday 
morning and Four o’clock on Monday morning.

Regulating the use of Drift Nets as follows :—
First.—That no Drift Nets of greater length 

than 100 yards shall be used for the capture of 
Salmon or Trout in any part of the River 
Shannon between Limerick and a line drawn 
across the River below Askeaton, fsom Augh- 
nish Point, in the County of Limerick, to Kil- 
dysart, in the County of Clare.

Second.—That no Drift Nets of greater length 
than 200 yards shall be used for the capture of 
Salmon or Trout in any other Tidal Waters of 
the River Shannon, or in Clonderlaw Bay.

Third.—That no two or more Drift Nets shall be 
attached together in any way or be allowed to 
drift within 150 yards of each other in the 
River Shannon, or in Clonderlaw Bay.

Fourth.—That no Drift Nets below or seaward 
of a line drawn across the River Shannon from 
AuHinish Point, in the County of Limerick 
to Kildysart, in the County of Clare shall be 
used within the line of low water mark of or
dinary Spring Tides.

Fifth.—That no Drift Nets shall be used in Clon
derlaw Bay above a line drawn from Knock to 
Lacknabahee, in the County of Clare.

Sixth.—That no Drift Nets shall be used in the 
Rivers Maigue or Askeaton.

Permitting the use of Nets in Lough Ree, having, 
a mesh of five inches in the round, measured- 
when the Net is wet.

Prohibiting the Fishing for Salmon or Trout by 
any means whatsoever, within a space of 
Twenty Yards from the Weir Wall of Ennis> 
on the River Fergus.

Prohibiting the use of Drift Nets in the Tidal 
parts of River Fergus, County Clare.

Prohibiting the use of Draft Nets between Ferry 
Drawbridge and the old Bridge of Adare.

Prohibiting use of all Nets, except Landing Nets 
as auxiliary to rod and line, above Rr .iway- 
br: ' ’’“low Adare.

Galway D,"~ -ct.

Prohibiting -igec .e Instrument, commonly- 
called Stroked.. ’ ~>r Snatch, or any other such 
instrument, in River Galway, Loughs Corrib 
or Mask, or their Tributaries.

Prohibiting the snatching or attempt to snatch 
Salmon in any Tidal or Fresh Water in the 
Galway District with any kind of Fish-hook, 
covered in part or in whole with any matter or 
thing, or uncovered.
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Appendix, No. 11—continued.
Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., in force on 1st January, 1877, relating to the 

Salmon Fisheries of Ireland.

Place affected by 
By-Law, 

and Date thereof.
Nature of By-Law.

Galway District— continued.

Clare and Clare-Gal
way or Turlough- 
more Rivers, Co. 
Galway.

(22nd Dec., 1862.)

Prohibiting the use of Nets of any kind whatso
ever in any part of the Rivers known as the 
Clare and the Clare-Galway or Turloughmore 
Rivers, in the County of Galway, above the 
junction of the said Rivers with Lough Corrib, 
in the County of Galway.

Bangor District.

Owenmore River, 
Co. Mayo.
(5th May, 1866.)

Prohibiting the removal of gravel or sand from 
any part of the bed of the Owenmore River, iu 
the County of Mayo, where the spawning of 
Salmon or Trout may take place.

Owenduff or Bally- 
croy, Owenmore 
and Munliim Ri
vera.

(11 th Sept., 1866.)

Permitting the use of Nets with Meshes of one 
and a-half inches from knot to knot (to be 
measured along the side of the square, or six 
inches to be measured all round each such 
Mesh, such measurements being taken in the 
clear, when the Net is wet.) within so much 
of the said Rivers Owenduff or Ballycroy, 
Owenmore and Munhim, as lies above the 
mouth as defined, during so much of the 
Months of June, July, and August, as do now 
or at any time may form part of the Open 
Season for the capture of Salmon or Trout, 
with Nets, in the said Rivers.

Ballina District.

Whole District,
(21st May, 1870.)

Permitting use of Nets with Meshes of one 
and a quarter inches from knot to knot (to be 
measured along the side of the square, or five 
inches to be measured all round each such 
Mesh, such measurements being taken in the 
clear, when the Net is wet).

Moy River and Tri
butaries.

(11th Feb., 1871.)

Prohibiting angling for Trout during April and 
May in each year—Loughs Conn and Cullen 
excepted.

Sligo District.

Sligo River, .
(1st March, 1870.)

Prohibiting the snatching or attempting to 
snatch. Salmon in Sligo River, with any kind 
of Fish-hook covered in part or in whole, or 
uncovered.

Lough Doon, .
(24 th March, 1871.

Permitting use of Nets with meshes of half an 
inch from knot to knot, for capture of Fish.

Ballyshannon District.

Erne River, .
(13th Feb., 1871.)

Permitting use of Nets with meshes of one inch 
from knot to knot in tideway of River Erne.

Erne River, .
(1st June, 1872.)

Prohibiting the capture of Fish of any description 
with the instrument commonly called and 
known by the name of the Spoonbait, or any 
other instrument of the like nature or device 
during the months of January, February, and 
March in each year, in that i art of the River 
Erne situated between the Falls of Belleek 
and a line drawn due south across the River, 
from the point of Castlecaldwell demesne, by 
the Eastern point of the Muckinish, or White 
Island, to the opposite Bank, all in the County 
of Fermanagh.

Place affected by 
By-Law, 

and Date thereof.
Nature of By-Law. .

Ballyshannon District—continued.

Lower Lough Erne,
(30th June, 1874.)

Permitting use of nets with meshes of one inch 
from knot to knot for capture of fish by per
sons having right to use nets in said lough, 
between Enniskillen and Belleek, between 
1st May and first day of close season in each 
year.

Eany Water, or Inver 
River.

(25th June, 1872.)

Permitting use of Nets for the capture of Fish 
with Meshes of one inch from knot to knot (to 
be measured along the side of the square, or 
four inches to be measured all round each such 
Mesh, such measurements being taken in the 
clear when the Net is wet), w thin so much of 
the River Eany Water, or Inver, in the County 
of Donegal, as lies above the mouth of said 
river as defined.

Londonderry District.

River Foyle,
(28th Feb., 1871.)

Permitting the use of Nets with meshes of one 
inch from knot to knot in Lough Foyle and 
tidal parts of River.

Baronscourt Lakes 
and Streams.

(22nd April, 1871.)

Permitting the use of Nets for the capture of fish, 
other than Salmon and Trout, with meshes of 
half an inch from knot to knot.

Coleraine District.

Lough Neagh,
(28th Feb., 1867.)

Prohibiting the use of Draft Nets fcr the capture 
of Pollen.

Lough Neagh,
(20th Feb., 1871.)

Permitting Pollen to be taken by Trammel or 
Set Nets composed of Thread or Yarn of a fine 
texture, not less than ten hanks to the pound 
weight, doubled and twisted with a mesh of not 
less than one inch from knot to knot, from 
the 1st of February to the 31st October.

Whole District, .
(17th Oct., 1870.)

Prohibiting snatching or attempting to snatch 
Salmon in any of the tidal or fresh waters of 
District.

Ballycastle District.

Bush River, . 
(28th Feb., 1870.)

Repealing Definition of Bush River Estuary as 
fixed by the late Special Commissioners on 8th 
February, 1864.

Dundalk District.

Between Clogher 
Head and Bel- 
lagban Point.

(29th April, 1872.)

Prohibiting to catch or attempting to catch 
Salmon or Trout with any Net of greater 
length than 500 Yards on that part of the Sea 
Coast situated between Clogher Head and 
Bellaghan Point, in the County of Louth.

Tidal Waters,
(30th June, 1873.'

Prohibiting the catching or attempting to catch 
Salmon in any Tidal water of District between 
DunanyPoint and Soldier’s Point, in the County 
Louth, with a Spear, Lyster, Otter, Strokehaul, 
Dree-draw, or Gaff, except when the latter may 
be used solely as auxiliary to angling with Rod 
and Line, or for removing fish from any legal 
Weir or Box by the Owner or Occupier thereof.

Appendix,
Nos. 11, 12.

Abstract of 
By-Laws, 

Orders, &c.

Appendix, No. 12.

Rivers, the Mouths of which have been defined in 1876, making, with those enumerated in last 
Report, one hundred and thirty-nine in number.

District. Name of River.
Limerick, .... Dealagh and Inagh conjoined, county Clare.
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No. 13.

Appendix,

Table showing the Close Seasons for Salmon and

Note.—The 21st section of the 2Gth & 27th Vic., c. 114, requires there shall not be fewer than 168 days Close Season in each Fishery.
Wkekuv Close Season__By the 20th section of tho 26th & 27th Vic., c. 114, no Salmon or Trout shall be fished for or taken m any way, except by Single

Rod and Line, between six of tho clock on Saturday morning and six of the clock on the succeeding Monday morning.

No. and Name of 
District. Boundary of District. Tidal.

1. Dublin, . .

2. Wexford, .

3. Waterford,

4. Lismore,

b. Cork, .

G'.Skibbereen,

62. Bantry,

63. Kenmare, . .

7. Killarnoy, .

8. Limerick,

9. Galway, « .

10L Ballinakill, <,

102. Bangor, „

11. Ballina, .

12. Sligo, 0 o

13. Ballyshannon,

14. Letterkenny, .

Io1. Londonderry,

l5s. Coleraine,

16. Ballycastle,
Ig. Drogheda,

172. Dundalk,

Skerries to Wicklow. j

Wicklow to Kiln Bay, East of Bannow 1 
Bay. J

Kiln Bay to Helvic Head.

Helvick Head t Ballycotton.

Ballycotton Head to Galley Head.

Galley Head to Mizen Head.

Mizen Head to Crow Head.

Crow Head to Lamb Head.

r

Lamb Head to Dunmore Head, including J 
Blaskets.

k

Dunmore to Hags Head. -{

L

Hags Head to Slyne Head.

Slyne Head to Pigeon Point.

r

Pigeon Point to Benwee Head.

Benwee to Coonamore. |

Coonamore to Mullaghmore. j

Mullaghmore to Rossan. j

Rossan to Malin Head.

Malin to Downhill Boundary.

Downhill Boundary to Portrush.

Portrush to Donaghadee.
Skerries to Clogher Head.

f
1 

Clogher Head to Donaghadee. -{
1I

From Howth to Dalkey Island, between 15th August and 1st February. ") 
For remainder of District, between 15th September and 2nd March. j

Between 15th September and 20th April.

,, 15th August and 1st February.

„ 31st August and 1 Gth February.

„ 15th August and the 15th of Feb., save in Bandon and Argideen") 
Rivers ; between 15th August and 1st March for Bandon, and / 
between 31st August and 1st March for Argideen. J

„ 30th September and 1st May.

„ Do. do.

,, 15th September and 1st April.
,, 31st July and 16th January, save Rivers Maine, Ferta, or'] 

Valencia, Inny, and Waterville, and their Tribu
taries.

Maine, Ferta or Valencia, Inny, and Tributaries, between 15th September > 
and 1st May.

Waterville and its Tributaries, between 16th July and 1st January. ;

Between 31st July and 12th February, save River Cashen and Tributaries, 
and save between Kerry Head and Dunmore Head, and between Loop 
Head and Hags Head, and all Rivers running into the sea between those 
points.

For River Cashen down to its Mouth and Tributaries, between 31st 
August and 1st June. i

Between Dunmore Head and Kerry Head, and all Rivers flowing into sea 
between those points, between 15th September and 1st April.

Between Loop Head and Hags Head, and all Rivers running into tho sea 
between those points, between 15th September and 1st May. J

Between 15th August and 1st February.

Between the 31st of August and 16th of February, save in Louisburgh and'] 
Carrownisky Rivers and Estuaries.

For Louisburgh and Carrownisky Rivers and Estuaries, between 15th of f 
September and 1st July. J

Between 31st August and 16th February, save in Newport and Glenamoy,'] 
Burrishoole and Owengarve Rivers and Estuaries. ,

For Newport River and Estuary, 31st August and 20th March; Glenamoy 1 
River and Estuary, 15th Septemberand 1st May; Burrishoole and Owen- 1 
garve River and Estuaries, 31st August and 16th February. J

Between 12th August aud 16th March, save Palmerston and Easkey 1 
Rivers, which is between 31st August and 1st June. J

„ 19th August and 4 th February, save Sligo River, which is be- 
tween 15th July and 1st January. J

„ 19th August and 1st March, save River Eske and Tributaries,! 
which is between 17th September and 1st April, f

„ 19th August and 4th Feb., and one mile above Tideway, save'] 
Crana or Buncrana, and Gweebarra Rivers. 1

For Crana or Buncrana River, between 14th Septemberand 15th April; { 
lor Gweebarra, between 30th Sept, and 1st April. J

Between 31st August and 15th April.

„ 19th August and 4th February.

„ Do. do.
,, 4th August and 12th February.
„ 31st August and 1st April, save in Annagassan, Glyde, Dee,']

and bane Rivers.

In Glyde, Dee, and Annagassan Rivers, between 19th August and 12th 1 
February; in Fane River between 19th August and 1st April. J
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Trout in the different Districts in Ireland.

• Close Season for Fixed Engines for tho capture of Eels, between tho 10th January and 1st July, save in the River Shannon, which is between tho 31st January 
and 1st July, and in ail other rivers in the Limerick District between 31st December and 1st J uly in year following, and save in Drogheda District, which is between 
30th November and 1st July, and save in the Coleraine District, which is between 10th January and 1st June, in year following.

t Pollen Fishing by Trammel Nets in Lough Neagh, between 31st October and 1st February. “ ••

No. Fresh Water. Angling with Cross Lincs. Angling with Single Rod and Lino. Date of last change. No. and Name of 
District.

1 .Same as Tidal. Same as Netting. Between 31st Oct, & 1st day of Feb 15th Oct. 1874. lt Dublin.

2 Same as Tidal. Same as Netting. Between 30th Sept, and 15th March 26th Dec. 1873. 2. Wexford.

3 Same as Tidal. Same as Netting. Between 30th Sept, and 1st Feb. 12th Nov. 1874. 3. Waterford.

4 Same as Tidal. Same as Netting. Between 12th Oct. and 15th Feb. 16th Dec. 1875. 4. Lismore.

5 Same as Tidal. Same as Netting. Between 12th Oct. and 15th of Feb 20th Dec. 1875. 5. Cork.

6*

6«

63

7

8

9

10'

]0s

Same as Tidal.

Same as Tidal.

Same as Tidal. j

Same as Tidal.

Same as Tidal.*

Same as Tidal.

Same as Tidal.

Same as Tidal.

Same as Netting.

Same as Netting.

Between 15 th October and ' 
1st April.

.

Same as Netting.

Same as Netting. ■

Same as Netting.

Same as Netting.

Same as Netting.

8

Between 31st Oct. and 17th March.

Do. do.

Between 31st Oct. and 1st day of ' 
Feb. ’ • j

Between 30th Sept, and 1st Feb.,") 
save in Maine, Laune, Carra, 
and Tributaries.

Maine and Tributaries, between 
30th Sept, and 11th April.

Laune, Carra, and Tributaries, be
tween 30th Sept, and 16th Jan. J 

Between 30th Sept, and 1st Feb., save' 
CashcnandMaigue Rivers and Tribu
taries, and save in all rivers running 
into the sea, between Loop Head and 
Hags Head, and between Dunmore 
Head and Kerry Head.

For Cashen and. Tributaries, between 
30th Sept, and 16th March; for 
Maiguc and Tributaries, between 
30th Sept, and 20th Feb.; between 
Loop Head and Hags Head, between 
15th Sept, and 1st May; and between 
Dunmore Head and’ Kerry Head, 
between 15th Sept, and 1st April.

Between 15th Oct. and 1st Feb., save' 
inCashlaand Doohulla, and Spiddal 
Rivers and their Tributaries, which 
is between 31st Oct. and 1st Feb. 7 

Between 31st Oct. and 1st Feb.,? 
save in Louisburgh and Carrow- 
nisky Rivers—between31st Oct. 
and 1st July. J

Between 30th September and 1st') 
May, save in Owenmore and 
Munhim, which is between 30th 
September and 1st February; 
and save in Burrishoole, be
tween 31st October and 1st 
1* ebruary; and save Owengarve 
and Glenamoy, between 31st 
October and 1st May; and save 
Owenduff or Ballycroy, and 
Ballyveeny and Owenduff, and 
all rivers in Achill Island, be
tween 31st Oct and 1st Feb

29th Jan. 1873.

Do.

7th Feb. 1856.

26th April, 1870. 
18th Dec. 1875.
3rd Jan. 1876.

13th Oct. 1874.

26th Dec. 1871.
23rd Oct. 1876.

1st June, 1872.

1 st June, 1872. 
7th Oct. 1875.
5th Dec. 1876.

6*. Skibbereen.

62. Bantry.

6s. Kenmare.

7. Killarney.

8. Limerick.

| 9. Galway.

10*. Ballinakill.

^-102. Bangor.

11 Between 31st July and 1st I'eb.,')
save Palmerston and Laskey 1
Rivers, which is between 31 st |
August and 1st June. J

Same as Netting in fresh 
water.

Between 15th Sept, and 1st Feb.,' 
save Palmerston and Easkey 
Rivers, between 30th Sept, and 
1st June.

19th Dec., 1870. 11. Ballina.

12 Between 19 th August and 4th )
February. j

Same as Netting in fresh 
water.

30th Sept, and 1st Feb., save tidal' 
parts of Sligo River between 
30th Sept, and 1st Jan., and in 
Drumcliffe River and Glencar 
Lake between 19th Oct. and 1st 
Feb.

24th April, 1871. 12. Sligo.

13 Same as Tidal. Same as Netting.

1

L

Between 9th Oct. and 1st March,' 
save Bunduif, Bundrowes, and 
Erne Rivers, and Tributaries; ! 
Bunduif River, 30th Sept, and 
1st Feb.; Bundrowes, 30tli Sept, 
and 1st Jan., and Erne River, 
30th Sept, and 1st March.

24th Nov. 1871.
26th June, 1875. 13. Ballyshannon,

14

15

15

16
17

17

Between 19 th Aug. and 1st Mar.' 
Crana or Buncrana River, 
Leenane and Gweebarra 
Rivers, same as Tidal.

Same as Tidal.

19th August and 1st March.

Do. Do.
Same as Tidal.

Same as Tidal.

Same as Netting.

28th Sept, and 15th April.

28th Sept. & 16th March. f«

28th Sept, and 16th March.
Same as Netting.

Same as Netting.

r

I

Between 1st Nov. and 1st Feb., 
save in Crana or Buncrana, be- < 
tween 31st Oct. and 1st March.

1st Nov. and 1st Feb.
Between 19th Oct. and 16th Mar., 

saveRiver Bannand Tributaries, < 
between 31st Oct. and 1st Mar.

1st Nov. and 1st Feb.
4th August and 12th Feb.
Between 11 th Oct. and 1st March,' 

save in Annagassan, Glyde, 
and Dee Rivers.

In Annagassan, Glyde, and Dee 
Rivers, between 30th Sept, and 
1st Feb. .

2nd Sept. 1857. 
28th Feb. 1874. 
25th Nov. 1874. 
21st Mar. 1876. 
27th Jan. 1862. 
15th Dec. 1856. 
31st Mar. 1871. 
23rd Aug. 1875. 
15th Jan. 1876. 
15th Dec. 1856. 
20th Dec. 1876.

Sth July, 1872. 
15th Jan. 1876.

14. Letterkenny. 
J
15*. Londonderry.
^•15s. Colerain©,

16. Ballycastle.
17*. Drogheda.

J172. Dundalk.
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Rivers, the Tidal and Fresh Water Boundaries of which have been defined.

River. Boundary. Date.

Adrigole, Adrigole Bridge,....................................................................... .......... 10th June, 1871.

Bandon, The Bridge at Innoshannon, known as the Innoshannon Bridge, ...... 19th January, 1865.

Bann, The Down Stream end of Fishing Weir, known as the Cutts, ...... 12th November, 1875.

Barrow The lowest Weir or Dam used for navigation purposes, near St. Mullins, in county Carlow, . 16th March, 1864.

Boyne, . Eastern Point of Grove Island at Oldbridge, ......... 8th April, 1868.

Bride, . Tallow Bridge Quay,....................................................................... .......... 26th January, 1874.

Carragh, The Carragh Bridge, being the bridge immediately seaward of the Salmon Weir, . 19th January, 1865.

Carrigboy, Carrigboy Bridge,................................................... ......... 10th June, 1871.

Dee, Willistown Weir, • 28th May, 1872.

Deel or Askeaton, . Askeaton Bridge, . ........ ... 26th November, 1870.

Eske, . . ; 17th July, 1868.

Fane, 16th May, 1871.

Feale, . The Road leading through Killacrim from the Road leading from Listowel to Ennismore by 4th October, 1875.

Fergus, .
a line drawn in continuation of said Killacrim Road across River.

The Bridge commonly known as the New Bridge, immediately below tho Club House, at Ennis, 9th April, 1864.

Galey or Geale, The Stream called and known by the name of the Gerah-Gloss, between the townlands of 4tb October, 1875.

Glengariffe, .
Gortacrossane and Beennameelane.

Cromwell’s Bridge, ......... .... 10th June, 1871.

Glyde. . Lynn's Weir, ...'• 28th May, 1872.

Inch, . . 1 st F ebruary, 1866.

Laune, . . The shallow at the head of the Pool, commonly called the Cat Pool, . . . . . 26th July, 1865.

Lee, . The Weir or Dam at the WaterWorks of Cork, known as the Water Works Weir, 12th August, 1864.

LiSey, . The Weir or Dam on said river known as the Island Bridge Weir, . . . . . 12th August, 1864.

Maigue,. The Bridge across river immediately outside and seaward of the Adare Demesne, . 12th August, 1864.

Maine, . A straight line drawn across river at right angles with its course at tho boundary between the 26th July, 1865.

Mealagh or Dunna-
townlands of Coolclieve and Ballyfinnane.

Wooden Bridge at Dunnamark Mill,............................................................  . . . 10th June, 1871.
mark.

26th July,Moy, . The foot of the falls immediately below the Weirs at Ballina, ...... 1865.

Nore, 16th March, 1864.

Owvane or Bally- 10th June, 1871.
lickey.

9th April,Shannon, The Weir or Dam known as the Corbally Mill Weir, ........ 1864.

Shimna, 25th August, 1869.

Slaney, . 1st February, 1866.

Sligo or Garvogue, The Mill Dam above Victoria Bridge, in town of Sligo, ....... 11th February, 1871.

Snave or Coomhola Snave Bridge, ........... .... 10th June, 1871.

Suir, A line drawn across river at and opposite to the most up-stream part of the Coolnamuck Weir,
1

16th March, 1864.

Appendix, No. 15.

QUANTITY of Salmon exported to undermentioned places in England, consigned from the Irish 
Fisheries, from 1st January to 31st December, 1876.

No. of Boxes 
of 150 lbs. each.

London, . 7,008
Nottingham, 
Bradford, .

. 2,820

. 2,983

. 6,800iManchester,
Sheffield, . 4,541
Wolverhampton, . 2,429
Leeds, . 3,921
Liverpool, . . 8,605
Birmingham, . 6,891

Total, 1876, . 46,058| computed at Is. 3tZ. per lb. Value delivered at foregoing places would 
£431,798 8s. 9c?.

Total, 1875, • 44,274i

Increase- . 1,784
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Appendix, No. 16.

Quantity of Salmon consigned to Billingsgate Market, from Ireland, during the year 1876
7,008 large boxes, average weight 150 lbs. each, at 1 s. 3d. per lb., equal to £65,700.

Appendix,

Nos. 16, !”•

Appendix, No. 17.

Return of the quantity of SALMON conveyed by the undermentioned Steam Packet and Railway 
Companies during the year ending 31st December, 1876.

NAME OF STEAM PACKET COMPANY.

— Boxes. Baskets. Weight.

Larne and Stranraer, ....
Tons. 'cwt. qrs. lbs.

347 — 32 17 0 0
City of Cork, . . . . . 741 — 74 2 0 0
London and North Western Railway, 2,561 — 207 18 0 23
Barrow Steam Navigation, 3,022 — 291 0 2 0
Great Western Railway (Waterford to Milford), 
Belfast Steam Ship Company (Londonderry to

5,676 17 476 2 0 19

Liverpool). ..... 1,679 — 117 18 0 0
Dublin and Glasgow, .
City of Dublin, ... 1
Waterford Steam Ship, . . >
Drogheda and Liverpool, . . )

12

No returns re

0

ceived

16 0 8

Total, 14,038 17 1,200 13 3 22

NAME OF RAILWAY COMPANY.

West Cork, .... 222 70
Tons.

20
cwt.

1
qrs.

3
lbs.

3
Belfast and Northern, 5,271 215 512 16 0 0 —r

Cork and Bandon, .... 83 2 17 1 2
Finn Valley, .... 4 72 4 11 2 4
Midland Great Western, 6,522 101 645 13 1 9
Waterford and Central Ireland, 208 1,252 109 16 1 3 <«*■

Kilkenny Junction, — 63 0 7 1 23
Wicklow and Wexford, 13 117 8 1 0 17
Belfast and County Down, — — 0 0 2 4
Dundalk, Newry, and Greenore, 1,406 9 138 14 2 3 <r-r

Waterford and Limerick, 2,200 2,689 295 14 I 15
Great Southern and Western, — 158 0 0 0
Great Northern, .... 1,680 659 190 15 0 9
Londonderry and Lough Swilly,
Londonderry and Enniskillen, . 1

206 33 19 13 0 0

Newry, Warrenpoint, and Rostrevor, >
Portadown, Dungannon, and Omagh, )

No returns re ceived.

Total, 17,730 5,363 2,107 2 1 8

K
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Certificates 
for Fixed 
Engines.

Certificates granted up to 31st December, 1876, for Fixed

No. Place. Name of Person to whom 
Certificate granted.

Date of 
Certificate.

District in which 
y Net situated.

Description of 
Fixed Net.

65 River Moy, .... Mary Anne Litle and Andrew Clarke, . 2 May, 1870, Ballina, 6 Fixed draft nets,
67 Ditto, .... J. W. Stratford, ..... 18 May, 1870, Ditto, 3 Ditto, .
85 Sea off coast, co. Mayo,

Sea off coast, co. Sligo,
William Little,......................................... 8 June, 1870, Ditto, 2 Bag nets,.

109 William Little,......................................... 16 May, 1872, . Ditto, 3 Ditto, .

2 Sea off co. Antrim, . A. G. Fullerton, .... 5 September, 1865, Ballycastle, 1 Ditto, .
3 Ditto, .... Ditto,................................................... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
5 Ditto, .... Thomas Black, ..... 2 October, 1865, . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
6 Ditto, .... Ditto, . • . • . . . . Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
7 Ditto, .... Sir E. MacNagliten, .... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
8 Ditto, . Thomas Black,......................................... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
9 Ditto, .... Earl of Antrim,......................................... 22 November, 1865 Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

10 Ditto, .... Thomas Black,......................................... 2 October, 1865, . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
11 Ditto, .... Ditto, ................................................... 21 October, 1865, . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
14 Ditto, .... J. C. Anderson,......................................... 28 October, 1865, . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
15 Ditto, . . . . Ditto,................................................... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
50 Carnlough Bay, . . Earl of Antrim,........................................ 8 February, 1870, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
59 Off coast, co. Antrim,. Sir E. W. Macnaghten, bart., . 2 May, 1870, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
60 Ditto, ..... Ditto, ...... Ditto, . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
61 Ditto, ..... Ditto,................................................... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Fixed draft net,
66 Bally castle Bay, Sir H. H. Boyd, bart.,. Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

*70 Sea off coast, co. Antrim, . Denis Black,......................................... 11 May, 1870, . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
71 Ditto, ..... John Finlay, ..... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
72 Ditto, . • . . . John M'Gildowney, .... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
73 Ditto, ..... Edmund M‘Neill, . . Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
74 Red Bay, ..... H. H. M’Neill,......................................... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
75 Sea off coast, co. Antrim, . Earl of Antrim, . . . . Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
82 Ditto, .... Lady Boyd, on behalf of Sir II. H. Boyd, 

bart.
J. E. Leslie, .....

Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

84 Ditto, .... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
97 Ditto, .... Earl of Antrim,......................................... 29 April, 1871, . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

100 Ditto, .... Denis Black, ..... 19 July, 1871, . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

116 Ditto, .... John Finlay,......................................... 9 July, 1872, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
117 Ditto, .... Robert Woodside, .... 10 July, 1872, . Ditto, 1 Bag net, .

23 River Erne, .... Alicia She'll, ..... 20 January, 1866, Ballyshannon, . 1 Stake net,
64 Sea off Coast of Sligo, Rt. Hon. W. Cowper Temple, 2 May, 1870, ' Ditto,

Ditto,
1 1'ixcd draft net,

78 Sea off coast, co. Donegal, . H. G. Murray Stewart, 13 May, 1870, 2 Ditto, .
79 Inver Bay, .... William Sinclair, .... Ditto, Ditto, 2 Ditto, .
80 Sea off coast, co. Donegal, . . Marquis Conyngham, .... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
83 Ditto, .... Ebenezer Bustard, .... Ditto, . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
90 River Erne, .... R. L. Moore and others, 7 February, 1871, Ditto, 3 Ditto, .

62 Island of Achill, . . Alexander Hector, .... 2 May, 1870, . Bangor, 1 Bag net, .
68 Owenmore River, William Petrie,......................................... 18 May, 1870, Ditto, 1 Fixed draft net.
69 Owenmore and Ballycroy Rivers, Helen Little, ..... 19 May, 1870, . Ditto, 7 Ditto, .

110 Sea off coast, co. Mayo, Sir F. A. K. Gore, bart., 25 May, 1872, Ditto, 2 Bag nets,.
111 Ditto, ..... William Pike,......................................... 1 July, 1872, . Ditto, 2 Ditto. .
112 Ditto,......................................... Trustees Achill Mission, Ditto, Ditto, 4 Ditto, .
113 Ditto, ..... Ditto, ......................................... Ditto, Ditto, 5 Ditto,
114 Ditto,......................................... Ditto, ......................................... Ditto, Ditto, 3 Ditto, .

1 Sea off co. Londonderry, Henry O’Neill,......................................... 31 August, 1865, . Coleraine,. 1 Bag Net,.
12 Sea off co. Antrim, Thomas Black,......................................... 21 October, 1865.. Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
93 Bann River, .... The Irish Society, .... 15 February, 1871, Ditto, 4 Fixed draft nets.

26 Ringabella Bay, Samuel Hodder, . . . ‘ . 7 March, 1867, . Cork, 1 Bag Net,.
86 Cork Harbour, .... Sampson French, .... 22 September, 1870, Ditto, 1 Stake net,

119 Ditto, .... John Charles Bennett, . 28 December, 1876, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

13 Sea off co. Louth, Sir Alan E. Bellingham, . 28 October, 1865, . Dundalk, . 1 Head Weir,
18 Ditto, .... John F. Jones,......................................... 16 November, 1865, Ditto, 1 Bag Net,.

115 Ditto, .... Arthur Newcomen .... 10 July, 1872, Ditto, . 1 Ditto, .

4 Kenmare River, . . E. B. Hartopp, ..... 16 January, 1866, . Kenmare, . 1 Ditto, .

81 River Leenane (Estuary), . Sir J. Stewart, bart., .... 13 May, 1870, Letterkenny, 1 Fixed draft net
118 Sea off coast, co. Donegal, . Charles F. Stewart, .... 19 June, 1873, Ditto, 3 Bag nets,

17 River Shannon, William B. Barrington, . . 7 November, 1865, Limerick,. 1 Fly Net,
24 Ditto, ....

River Bunratty,
S. Cunningham, ..... 16 March, 1866, .

11 February, 1867,
Ditto, 1 Stake Net

25 Thomas Studdert, .... Ditto, 1 Head Weir,
31 Doonmore Strand, John Scott,......................................... 19 May, 1868, . Ditto, 1 Salmon Weir or 

Wall.
32 Doonbeg Strand, . W. Stacpoole,........................................ Ditto, . Ditto, 1 Ditto,
35 Shannon, .... William Creagh Rickie, . . .

Colonel C. M. Vandeleur,
8 February, 1870, Ditto, 1 Stake net,

36 Ditto, .... Ditto, Ditto 1 Ditto,
37 Clonderalaw Bay, Lord Annaly, ..... Ditto, . . Ditto, . . 1 Ditto, .

38 Ditto, .... Ditto, ...... Ditto, . . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

39 Ditto, .... Ditto,................................................... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto,
40 Ditto, .... R. W. C. Reeves, .... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto,
41 Ditto, .... Ditto,................................................... Ditto, Ditto, . 1 Ditto,
42 Ditt<^ .... Ditto, ...... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
43 Ditto, .... Ditto,................................................... Ditto, . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
44 Shannon, ......................................... Knight of Glin,......................................... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, ,

45 Ditto,......................................... C. H. Minchin, ..... Ditto, . . Ditto, 1 Ditto,
48 Clonderalaw Bay, Col. H. Hickman, .... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

49 Shannon, . . • . . John Griffin, . . . . o Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

52 Ditto, . . • • Leslie Wren, ..... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
53 Ditto,......................................... Ditto, ................................................... Ditto, . Ditto, . . 1 Ditto, .

* Thia certificate lapsed
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No. Particulars of Site, &c. Observations.

65 6 nets, from 150 to 250 yards in length,........................................ ........................................................... —
67 3 nets, not exceeding 80 yards in length,.....................................................................  • • • scurmore fixed nets.
85 Leaders, 50 fathoms long each ; and each bag about 7 feet wide, ....... 1Evilcummin bag nets.

109 Leaders, each 50 fathoms long ; heads, 6 fathoms each, •••••••••!Enuiscrone nets.

2 Leader, 72 yards ; net, 20 yards, ............. jarrybane net.
3 Leader, 50 yards ; net, 20 yards, ....... • •••••<Earrickaraide net.
5 Leader, 600 feet; net, 66 feet,............................................. '........................................................................ Eurran net.
6 Leader, 330 feet; net, 66 feet................................................................................................................................. Big Duncan net.
7 Leader, 246 feet; net, 84 feet, . . . . • . . . • . • . . Portbradden net.
8 Leader, 330 feet; net, 66 feet,.........................................................................................i . . . fSkerryvan net.
9 Leader, 150 feet; net, 48 feet, ............. Forr net.

10 Leader, 240 feet; net, 66 feet, ........................................................................................................................ Little Duncan net.
11 Leader, 288 feet; net, 66 feet,........................................................................................................................ Portneen net.
14 Net, 316 feet; head, 63 feet,........................................................................................................................ Portfad net.
15 Ditto. ditto, ........................................................................................................................ Portmoon net.
50 Leader, 115 yards long; head 43 feet long, . . . ...................................................................... Earnlough net.
59 Leader, 95 yards long ; head, 21 yards long, .................................................................................................... Blackrock bag net.
60 Leader, 74 yards long ; head, 21 yards long,.................................................................................................... Glashau Island bag net.
61 Length, 100 yards,............................................................................................................................................ Cregganeagh net.
66 Length, 100 yards,.................................................................................................................................. Ballycastle net.

•70 Length, 300 feet, ••••••••••. ••••. Moneyvart fixed draft net.
71 Length, 80 yards, ............. Ballyteerim fixed net.
72 Length, 104 yards,.............................................................................................................. Clarepark fixed net.
73 Length, 90 yards, ........... Currysheskin fixed net. 

Red Bay fixed draft net.74 Length, 116 yards,............................................................ .................................................
75 Length, 100 yards, Layd fixed draft net.
82 Length, 90 yards, Kinbane net.

84
97

Length, 75 yards,........................................................................................  ....
120 yards long,..................................................................................................... Templastragh net. 

Pier net.
100 Length, 100 yards................................................................................................................................... Moneyvart, otherwise

116
117

43 fathoms long,....................................................................................................
Leader, 74 yards long; head, 76 yards, . .... ...................................................

Portvinegar, draft net. 
Sleans net. 
Cregganboy net.

°3 Land arm, 210 yards flood, .... Erne weir.
Mullaghmore net. 
Muckross& Gortalia nets.

64
78

Length, 120 yards long, .................................................. '.
2 nets, not exceeding 250 yards in length, .... ••••••.
2 nets, 140 yards long,.............................................................’......................................................................

/ J
80
83
90

Length, 130 yards, .......................................................................‘
Length, 90 yards,....................................................................................................................... ’
Each 200 yards long,....................................................................................................

Inver nets. 
Ballyederlane net. 
Drumbanan net.

62 Leader, 150 yards long; head, 18 yards long, Keel net.
Owenmore nets.
Tullaghan nets.
Cushlecka and Dooghbeg nets. 
Dooega nets.
Slievemore nets.
Doogort nets.
Keel nets.

68
69

110
111
112
113
114

3 nets, not exceeding 120 yards in length,..................................................
y Ditto, 300 ditto, •••...
Leaders, 40 fathoms long; heads, 5 fathoms long, . ...
Leaders, 40 fathoms long, and heads 5 fathoms long, .... 
Leaders’ 40 fathoms; heads, 5 fathoms long,.........................................
Leaders’40 fathoms long; head, 5 fathoms long, . . '*

• Ditto, ditto, ........................................ ' * * ‘

1
12
93

Net, 138 yards—first pole from shore, 12 yards; last do., 150 yards,
Leader, 330 feet; net, 66 feet,................................................................................
Not exceeding 240 yards length......................................................................................

Balivgelagh net. 
Flagstaff net.

26
86

119

Leader, 240 feet; length of net, 22 feet,................................................................................
Length, 60 yards,........................................................................................................................* ’ *
Length, 158 feet—such measurement not to extend said fixed engine beyond the low water marl- of 

ordinary spring tides.

Ringabella net.
Cuskinny net.
Bennett’s Court stake net.

13
18

115

South side, 627 feet; east side, 204i feet; Fish Pass south side, 3J feet; open at end in river, 4| feet
Leader, 360 feet; bag, 42 feet; first pole, 300 feet from fixed point on shore, .... 
Leader, 50 fathoms long; head, 9 fathoms,....................................... .

Castlebellingham weir. 
Draghenstown net.
St. Dennis's Well net.

4 Leader, 240 feet; net, 54 feet,........................................................................................................................ Rath.

81 Length, 120 yards,............................................................................................................. Leenane net
118 Leaders not exceeding 80 yards each in length, and the heads 24 yards in length and 10 yards in width. Horn Head nets.

17 Weir, 190 feet; H.W.M. to in-polc, 90 feet,........................................ Shannon Lawn weir. 
Ayleroebeg weir. 
Bunratty weir. 
Doonmore weir.

24

31

W ing, 42 yards ; ebb wing, 44 yards.....................................................................................  . . .
138ieet; 18 feet eye, .............
660 feet, ............................................................................................................... ’

32
35

1,254 feet, ................................................................................................................................................................
306 yards long,............................................................................................................................................
The leader, 274 feet long; and head, 50 feet long and 19 feet wide,..................................................
The first or shore leader 167 yards long; the head 20 yards long and 14^ yards wide. The second

Doonbeg weir.
Cloonaman weir

36 Mount Shannon weir. 
Millpark weir.37

leader 136 yards long; and the second head 20 yards long and 14A yards wide.
38 The first or shore leader, 154 yards long; first head, 20 yards long and 14^ yards wide. The second Lacknabahee weir.

leader, 130 yards long; second head, 20 yards long and 14A yards wide.
39 The leader 120 yards long, and the head 20 yards long by 144 yards wide, Lakvle weir.
40 The leader 60 yards long, and the head 26 yards long and 7 yards wide, . Lynch’s Point weir
41 The leader 115 yards long, and the head 28 yards long and 12 yards wide, Park Ruagh weir
42
43

The leader 78 yards long, and the head 28 yards long and 9 yards wide,..................................................
The leader 80 yards long, and the head 28 yards long and 11 yards wide,

Poulnagulky weir. 
Woodpoint weir

44 The first leader 492 feet long; first head 451 feet. Second leader, 224 feet long; second head, 73^ feet 
Third leader, 242 feet long; third head, 72 feet; and the fourth leader, 272£ feet long; fourth head

Long Rock weir.

73 feet.
45 Leader, 49 i yards long; and head, 32 yards long, ....... Killacolla weir.
48 The first leader, 169 yards long; first head, 14 yards long. Second leader, 111 yards long; seconc 

head, 3.J yards long. E Kilmore Point weir.

49 The first leader, 332 feet long ; first head, 39 feet long and 15 feet wide. Second leader, 233 feet Ion" ; Carrowbanebog weir.second head, 73 feet long and 16^ feet wide. Third leader, 183 feet long: head. 97 feet long am 
17 feet wide.

52 Entire length, 324 yards,..............................................................................................................
Entire length, 167 yards,....................................................................................................................... * Carrigano weir. 

Kylatallin weir.

Certificates 
for Fixed 
Engines.
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Appendix,

Certificates granted up to 31st December, 1876, for Fixed

No. Place. Name of Person to 'whom 
Certificate granted.

Date of 
Certificate.

District in which 
Net situated.

Description of 
Fixed Net

54 Shannon, ........................................ Baron Monteagle, 11 February, 1870, Limerick, . 1 Stake Net,
55 .Ditto, .....

Ditto,........................................
Ditto,.................................................. Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

56 Ditto, ...... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

57 Ditto, ..... Ditto,.................................................. Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

58 Ditto, ..... Thomas Sandes, ..... 12 March, 1870, . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
87 Ditto, . . . • . Robert Leslie, •. 16 January, 1871, Ditto, 1 Ditto,
88 Ditto, . .^ . . . Ditto,.................................................. Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
89 Ditto,........................................ Thomas Sandes, ..... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

101 Ditto, .... Lord Annally,........................................ 10 November, 187', Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
102 Ditto, ..... Ditto,.................................................. Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
103 Ditto, ..... R. W. C. Reeves, ....

Colonel Vandeleur, ....
11 November, 1871, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

104 Ditto, ..... 10 November, 1871. Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
105 Ditto,........................................ Ditto,.................................................. 11 November, 1871, Ditto, 2 Ditto, .

106 Ditto, .... Ditto, . . . 10 November, 1871, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
107 Ditto, ..... Benjamin Cox, . . 11 November, 1871, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

16 Ballycotton Bay, John Litton, . . . . 31 October, 1865, . Lismore, . 1 Bag Net, .
1 Stako Net,28 River Blackwater, John Neil and William Hennessy,- 14 January, 1868, . Ditto,

98 Ditto, .... Trustees, Provincial Bank, . 15 February, 1872, Ditto, 1 Stake Weir,

99 Ditto, . . . . Hon. C. W. Moore Smyth, . 21 June, 1871, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

20 Lough Foyle, . . . . The Irish Society, .... 2 January, 1866,. Londonderry, 1 Stake Net,

21 Ditto, .... Ditto, ...... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .

22 Ditto, .... Ditto........................................................ Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
30 Sea off co. Donegal, . George Young, ..... 27 April, 1868, . Ditto, 1 Bag Net,.
33 Ditto, .... Ditto,.................................................. 6 October, 1 868, . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
34 Ditto, .... Ditto,.................................................. Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
63 Magilligan Strand, Sir H. H. Bruce, bart., 2 May, 1870, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
76 Sea off coast, co. Londonderry, . Alexander Shuldham, A. W. White, and 

R. J. Broughton.
11 May, 1870, Ditto, 4 Fixeddraft nets,

77 Ditto, .... John Cromie,........................................ Ditto, Ditto, 3 Ditto, .
92 Magilligan Strand, Sir H. Bruce, bart., .... 22 April, 1871, . Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
94 Ditto, .... James M‘Gowery, .... 15 February, 1871, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
95 Ditto,........................................ William Lorton, ..... Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto,
96 River Foyle, .... The Irish Society, .... Ditto, Ditto, 8 Ditto, .
27 Sea off co. Sligo, Ormsby Jones,........................................ 4 November, 1867, Sligo, 1 Ditto, .
29 Ditto, .... Lady Palmerston and Right Hon. W. 20 January, 1868, . Ditto, 1 Bag Net, .

91 Sligo River, ....
Cowper-Temple.

Abraham Martin, .... 20 February, 1871, Ditto, 2 Fixed draft nets
108 Drumcliffe River, William Petrie, ..... 12 April, 1872, Ditto, 1 Ditto, . '
19 Barrow, otherwise Suir, Nore, and 

Barrow conjoined.
Lord Templemore, .... 4 December, 1865, Waterford, 1 Head Weir, *

46 Waterford Harbour, . A. N. O’Neill,........................................ 8 February, 1870, Ditto, 1 Stake Net,
47 Ditto,......................................... Ditto,................................................. Ditto, Ditto, 1 Ditto, .
51 King’s Channel, Ditto,.................................................. Ditto, Ditto, 2 Ditto, .
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I No.
1 • Particulars of Size, &c. Observations.

54 Leader, 200 feet long ; head, 84 feet long,...............................................................................
Leader, 187 feet long; head, 80 feet long, and 18 feet 6 inches wide,.................................................

Foyne’s Island (south) weir.
Foyno’s Island (north) weir.
Durnish weir.

55
56 The first leader, 398 feet long; firsthcad 103 feet long and 14 feet wide. Second leader, 235 feet long; 

second head, 96 feet long and 19 feet wide.
57 The first leader, 300 feet lon^; first head, 40 feet longand 33 feet wide. Second leader, 210 feetlong; 

second head, 93 feet long, 18 feet wide.
Mount Trenchard weir.

58 Size—327 feet from high-water mark, ............ Coolnanoonagh weir.
87 Length, 117 yards,...................................................................... Tarbert net.
88 Length, 67 yards, . ............... Kilpadogue net.
89 Length, 32 yards 2 feet,................................................................................................................................. Ralapane net.

101 Leader, 110 yards long,................................................................................................................................. River weir.
102 Leader, 70 yards long, .......... k ... . Ballery weir.
103 Leader, 103 yards long; head. 26 yards, and 8 wide, ......... Poulnadarree weir.
104 Leader, 69 yards long ; head, 7 yards long,................................................................................................... Ayelvarroo or Ballynote west weir.
105 E. Weir, leader, 78 yards long; head, 17 yards—W. Weir leader, 95 yards long; 3 heads each, 17 

yards long.
Carrowdotia eastern & western weirs.

106 Leader, 90 yards long; head, 17 yards long,.........................................................................................  .
5 leaders, each 120 yards, and 5 heads, each 17 yards long, ......................................................................

Colmanstown weir.
107 Clarefield weir.

16 271 feet,................................................................................................................................  . . <. Ballycotton net.
28 185 feet, Leader, . ............... Seart weir.
98 Length of Shore-arm, 70 feet; bodyofWeir, 83 feet; Flood-arm, 15 feet; large yard, width, 18 feet; 

Fish pocket, width, 17 feet.
Stael weir.

99 Leader, 94 feet long; head, 108 feet—Ballinatroy Weir, ........ Ballynatray weir.

20 In-pole of Shore Leader to outer pole of same, 153 feet; out-polc of do. to do. of Ebb Leader, 82 feet; 
out-pole of chambers of net channelwards, 17 feet.

The Crook weir.

21 In-pole of Shore Leader to outer pole of same, 196 feet; out-pole of do. to do. of Flood Leader, 112 
feet; out-pole of chambers of net channelwards, 22 feet.

In-pole of Shore Leader to outer pole of same, 262 feet; out-pole of do. to do. of Flood Leader, 152 feet,

The Shell Rock weir.

22 The Chapel Brook weir.
30 348 feet, inner to outer pole,.............................................................................................................  . Claggan net.
33 Leader, 270 feet; bag, 78 feet,........................................................................................................................ Bunnagee net.
34 Ditto, ditto, .............................................................................................................. Carrickafual net.
63 Leader, 315 yards long; head, 17 yards long, . ..... o , . ... Ballymaclary net.
76 2—320 yards in length ; and 2—140 yards in length,................................................................................ Crossreagh and-Tullaghnurney nets.

77 2 nets, 150 yards long; and 1—122 yards long,........................................ .......... Mullaghacall nets.
92 Not exceeding 240 yards length,........................................................................................................................ __
94 160 yards long,............................................................................................................................................ —
95 150 yards long............................................................................................................................................................. __
96 From 100 to 200 yards long,.................................................................................................................................. __
27 Leader, 110 yards ; length of net, 20 yards,.................................................................................................... Streedagh net.
29 366 feet, inner to outer pole,.... ................................................................................. Mullaghmore net.

91 Each not exceeding 135 yards length,.............................................................................................................. —
108 150 yards in length,................................................................................................................................  . Drumcliffe net.
19 Shore wing, 225 feet; channel wing, 94 feet; space between shore wing and rock, 45 feet, . . Buttermilk Castle weir.

46 The first leader, 383 yards long; and the second leader, 436 yards 1 foot long, .... Knockavelish weir.
47 The first leader, 552 yards long; second leader, 398 yards 1 foot long,.................................................. Woodstown weir.
51 Lower weir—leader, 88 yards long; upper weir—leader, 33 yards long. The head or pocket of the 

former extending from west to east 34 yards in breadth, and the latter extending from west to east 
52 yards.

King's Channel weirs (2).

Certificates 
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Engines.
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