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REPORT

OP THE

FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND,

FOR 1855.

TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE EARL OF CARLISLE, LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL 
AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND.

May it please your Excellency,

The Commissioners for administering the Fishery Laws for 
Ireland beg to submit to your Excellency the Report of the Inspecting Commis
sioners of Fisheries for the year 1855, which contains such information in detail as 
we were enabled to collect during the year. It will appear by the Report that 
a difficulty exists in obtaining satisfactory statistical information with regard to 
the number of persons engaged in the Deep Sea Fisheries, the causes of which are 
mentioned. The Inspecting Commissioners, however, express a hope that this 
defect may be remedied during the coming season. We regret to state that this 
branch of national industry is not in the prosperous condition which could be 
desired.

As regards the Inland or Salmon Fisheries, we are happy to announce that 
they arc progressing and rapidly improving, and that the local Boards of Con
servators are exerting themselves with zeal and success in carrying out the laws, 
which are generally approved. Some suggestions offered by the Inspecting 
Commissioners, in which we generally concur, appear to merit consideration, 
especially that in which a consolidation of the Fishery Acts is recommended.

We have the honour to be
Your Excellency’s obedient Servants,

R. GRIFFITH.
J. RADCLIFF.
J. G. M‘KERLIE.
J. REDMOND BARRY,
W. J. FFENNELL,

| Inspecting Commissioners 
| of Fisheries in Ireland.

E. Hornsby, Secretary.

Offce of Public Works. Dublin. 
7th June. 1856.
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Report of Inspecting Commissioners of Fisheries for 1855.

Since our last Annual Report we have not had an opportunity of ascertaining, from 
personal inspection, the present circumstances, as far as regards the fisheries, of more 
than a portion of the coast of this country; we have been, in consequence, obliged to rely 
mainly upon the very vague and unsatisfactory returns which we have received from the 
local authorities; and we have again to express our regret at being unable to present 
such statistical summaries as wo could venture to authenticate. It is quite possible that 
some of the coast-guard returns which have been furnished to us may have been carefully 
prepared; but others, constituting the great majority, bear such evident proofs of inaccu
racy, that we have not ventured to prepare any summary of the whole. The discrepancies 
and errors have been so obvious and so unaccountable in some cases, that finding cor
respondence unavailable, one of us has visited some of the stations for the purpose of 
obtaining explanations; and it is only just to admit, that while we generally found a 
cordial disposition on the part of the gentlemen at the head of those districts to give us 
the best information they could afford, it was generally accompanied by an acknowledgment 
that the statistical returns could not be relied upon. Since the war, the force has been 
materially diminished by drafts for the navy, and the persons who have been' temporarily 
employed as extra men were not more than sufficient for the performance of the direct 
ordinary duties of the department. The present state of the registry of vessels generally 
is admitted to be exceedingly defective, and must continue to be so until a new system is 
introduced, which, now that the war is happily over, wo may hope to effect in the course 
of the coming season. We have taken the preliminary steps with the heads of the coast
guard in London, from whom we invariably receive the most cordial assistance; and we 
are indebted to the Inspecting Commanders—of the Queenstown district, of the Westport 
district, and of the Sligo district—for communications on the subject, containing some very 
valuable suggestions, which will bo found in the Appendix, Nos. 3, 4, 5. It is, however, 
beyond question, that the number of vessels and of men employed in the sea fisheries 
still continues annually to diminish. In the large fishery ports the demand for the navy 
and for the mercantile marine has operated to such an extent as to leave few but old and 
feeble men and the young boys behind. Amongst the coast population who used occasion
ally to resort to the fisheries, the unusual rate of wages and the demand for labourers in 
the more certain pursuit of agriculture, has absorbed much the largest proportion; and 
the want of habitations upon the coast has prevented many persons from resuming their 
former occupations. This state of things has, in addition to an unusually unfavourable 
season, produced very high prices, the natural result of diminished supplies; and the 
metropolis, as well as the principal inland towns, have had reason to complain of great 
scarcity of fish since last autumn. This dearth of supply has been particularly marked on 
the whole line of coast from the river Kenmare round, southward and eastward, to Dublin, 
including the districts of Bantry, Skibbereen, Kinsale, Cork, Youghal, Dungarvan, Water
ford, Wexford, and Wicklow. In the Dublin district it is said to have been better than 
last year, but from the coast of Louth round to the lough of Belfast the deficiency was 
considerable.

The extreme north and north-west of Ireland, including the shores of Antrim, Donegal, 
Sligo, and part of Mayo, were fairly supplied ; while the shores and inlets between Erris 
Head and Slyne Head seemed to have been wholly deserted, and a better supply is 
reported to have been taken from Galway bay to the Durzey islands.

In the important district of Galway we are enabled, on the authority of the Inspecting 
Commander, to report a continued improvement:—“ The condition of the fishermen 
“improved; boats and gear, generally speaking, in good order; the take of fish more 
“ regular and steady; considering the several methods of capture, the quantity of all kinds 
“ larger than for years past, with the exception of herrings, and continues so. No conflicts 
“ of any kind have taken place, and the general habits of the fishermen orderly and 
“ peaceable.”

At Kinsale there is a greater want of men than of boats, most of the efficient hands 
having gone away, leaving only the old men and boys behind. The total dearth of 
herrings and other shoal fish was unparalleled, owing to which the want of bait was felt by 
the deep sea fishers to a most deplorable extent. 5s. a gallon has been paid for sprats, 
and ‘3d. apiece for herrings, for bait ; and supplies for that purpose were brought from 
Bantry, from Dublin, and from the Bristol channel. The months of October, November, 
and December were unusually unfavourable ; and ever since nothing but northerly and 
north-east winds. This Report from Kinsale winds up with the statement, that as many 
herrings have been taken in one night at other times as were taken for the whole of this 
year.

A few very respectable inhabitants of Kinsale, who have been using great exertions to 
uphold the once nourishing fishery of that port, complain of the difficulties which they
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Appendix. during the early portions of the two last seasons, and that too many persons who fish in the
----  upper or fresh waters, and some in the tideways, have, as reported to us, systematically 

Commiwloners^f sougkt to ta^'e and kill them, when it might be avoided, and means easily adopted to enlarge
Fisheries for 1835. those fish without injury. If a few, or even a considerable number of spent fish were sacri

ficed, it might not much matter, because they have performed the important office of 
sowing the seed; but wholesale destruction, such as reported to us from some localities, must, 
if continued, materially diminish the value of the fisheries. But, recurring to the question 
of providing for a sufficiency of “seed to sow the ground,” a main point must be to retain a 
number of fish adequate to the object, and this only can be effected by “ closing early.” We 
have been pressed from many quarters to extend the time of fishing at the end of the season, 
and we have yielded in some instances to a certain extent, more for the purpose of allowing 
an experiment to be made by the persons interested, where unanimity prevailed on their parts, 
than from a confidence on ours that it was expedient; because we have found in many cases 
a disposition to reject all theory, no matter how well supported by analagous facts, and that 
nothing short of practical experience can convince the generality of local Salmon fishers 
that a general rule is applicable to the river in which they fish. Under such circumstances, 
we have been induced to sanction some changes in a direction not in accordance with our 
own views, as a power exists to rescind such regulations, if they should bo found not suitable, 
after a lapse of three years. An argument is often pressed upon us to justify an extension 
of the fishing season, which in many instances wo cannot admit to be well founded ; namely 
—that because the fish may be in good marketable condition at a certain season in certain 
localities in the latter part of the year, that, therefore, they should be taken, and that it is a 
waste not to do so. It so happens, however, that the fish in many tideways “hang” in them, 
as the term is, and do not seek to ascend the rivers until late in October, or November, and 
under such circumstances, if the season be extended, nearly the whole of those fish may be 
taken, and the rivers left barren for want of spawn ; so that the question is not, whether the 
fish be in good or bad condition, but whether a sufficient stock will be left for brood in the 
upper waters; and it should be remembered that the means of capture in the sea and tideways 
have been greatly increased within latter years, and improved skill has been called into 
action by the enhanced value of the article sought for, and that hence, unless the time 
of capture be duly limited, the waters generally may bo “fished out,” as in some instances 
they have been, where uncontrolled capture has been injudiciously permitted, and practised.

The next point bearing upon the stocking of the upper waters for brood, is providing 
Passes over Obstructions.

This object has been well effected in many instances where Boards of Conservators 
have been able to provide funds for the purpose, and applications continue from time 
to time to be made for such constructions; but the progress of affording means for the 
upward passage of fish is much too slow, when it is considered how materially the full 
development of the Salmon Fisheries is retarded thereby. In many places barriers now 
exist, where fish cannot pass; in others, the heavy autumn fish are detained too long by the 
difficulty of ascending in their then unwicldly state, and groat deficiency in supplying the 
spawning grounds is the consequence. It has been suggested by many, that, to effect 
without delay a general provision of passes throughout the important rivers, it would be 
desirable to provide for the obtainment of advances of money for this object, to be 
repaid by instalments out of the funds derivable from licence duties: but the difficulty is 
to propose a source from which such loans might be obtained. We alluded in our last 
Report to this important question, and suggested that Boards of Conservators should prepare 
statements of the requirements in this respect in each district, by which an estimate might 
be made of the probable sum required. Two objects should be held in view by these 
interested with respect to migratory passes; first, the all-important one of allowing the 
brood fish to ascend in autumn and winter to the spawning fords: secondly, to allow a fail
proportion of fish during the spring and summer months to reach to the upper proprietors, 
who are equitably entitled to their share, and it is the interest of all below to yield it, for the 
purpose of securing their co-operation in protection during close seasons, and thus stimulat
ing their zeal by securing them some participation in the advantages to be derived.

Increase of Licence Duties.
We have had further applications to sanction the increase of licence duties since those 

referred to in our last Report. The value which has been realized by increased protection 
has caused the principle of the Fishery Laws in this respect to be appreciated ; and wo now 
find many Boards of Conservators, with the sanction of their constituencies, availing them
selves to the full extent of the means provided by the 11th & 12th Vic., chap. 92. to create 
funds for protection. A moiety of the licence duties imposed upon engines used in fishing 
by that Act was first tried—it was found “to pay,” though inadequately for all that was 
required, and the result has been an increased voluntary assessment by the parties affected.

Fines and Penalties.
We alluded in our last Report to a drawback upon the funds at the disposal of Conservators, 

caused by the Act 14 & 15 Vic., chap. 90, called the Fines and Penalties Act. The statute has 
withdrawn the fines imposed for breaches of the Fishery Laws from Boards of Conservators, 
and requires two-thirds to be paid to the Crown. Under the Fishery Acts the entire was 
appropriated for Fishery purposes. This materially diminishes the means for protection, and
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we have received many remonstrances upon the subject, and been strongly urged to 
recommend a restoration of those funds to the purposes for -which they were first directed. 
We quite concur in the views of those -who have communicated with us, but the law 
advisers have decided tint the provisions of the Fines and Penalties Act arc imperative, 
and that nothing short of its repeal, to this extent by the legislature, can attain the object 
sought; and taking into account the importance of effectually providing for the development 
of the Salmon Fisheries, by affording increased means of protection, we do not hesitate to 
recommend the adoption of this suggestion.

Consolidation of Fishery Laws.
The Acts for the regulation and government of the Irish Fisheries arc six in number; 

namely, the 5th & Gth Vic., c. 106; 7th and Sth Vic., c. 108; Sth & 9th Vic., c. 10S; 
9th & 10th Vic., c. 114; 11th & 12th Vic., c. 92; and 13th and 1 4th Vic., c. 88.

This code of legislation commenced in 1842 and concluded in 1850.
The general principle of those laws is approved by the country ; and sufficient time has 

now elapsed, it may be presumed, to test their expediency; and many persons in England, 
and some in Scotland, have communicated with us, and sought information, with the object 
of obtaining similar legislation for those countries, convinced of the utility of their general 
policy, and suitableness for the government of mixed, conflicting, and public interests— 
therefore, it may not be going too far to say, that the time has arrived when those six 
Acts should bo consolidated into one. The necessity for this accumulated legislation 
naturally arose from defects and deficiencies disclosed in the working of the first-mentioned 
Act, which repealed no less than twenty-six former statutes, while new principles and altered 
policy in the mode of government were introduced. Under such circumstances it could not 
bo expected that such a measure in its first details should be free from defects and deficiencies; 
and as these were disclosed from time to time, it required five other Acts to be passed before 
the machinery assumed tolerable working order. The consequence has been, that much 
difficulty now exists on the part of the public, in clearly interpreting the Fishery Laws, 
there is so much to wade through in the shape of amendments and additions—and their 
vigorous administration is thereby considerably impeded. We, therefore, venture to 
recommend a consolidation of the Acts ; in doing which, the law may be made clear and 
simple, not only to those called upon to administer it, but also to those who arc called upon 
to obey it, while, at the same time, some defects which arc universally admitted to exist, may 
be corrected. V e have been called upon by so many to make this suggestion, that, while 
it accords with our own convictions, wo also feel it to bo our special duty to call 
attention to it; and we are relieved from any diffidence upon the subject, as the question 
involved is not one of speculation or theory, but applies to a measure of legislation which 
has had a fair trial, has been practically tested, is approved by the country, and only requires 
some correction in details, and to bo relieved from cumbrous and superfluous matter, to 
render its application at once simple and useful.

Artificial Propagation of Salmon.
The experiments commenced in this interesting undertaking continue to bo followed up 

by several who laudably persevere in endeavouring to render it applicable, on a large scale, for 
general advantage, and we watch with much interest the progress of their operations. We 
before expressed an opinion that much must depend upon the proper management of the 
young fish up to the time of their enlargement from the artificial ponds, and wo still incline 
to the belief that they should not be detained very long. Wo have received many com
munications from Perth, reporting the progress there, all of which seem to promise success. 
Indeed, so far as capturing some of the marked fish, which had attained a large size after 
their first visit to the sea, it may be said that success has been realized; but it yet remains to 
be proved to what extent the commercial value of the Salmon Fisheries may be increased by 
such means, beyond that which arises from the ordinary operations of nature.

.Exhibition of Models.
The success of the models of fish ladders, exhibited in Dublin in 1853, in attracting 

attention and promoting their adoption, has been followed by an interest created in Paris, 
at the Exhibition of 1855, oven exceeding the former. Crowds daily attended to 
witness the exhibition of their use by the little fish ascending. All classes, and the people 
of all nations, were attracted by them. The Emperor and Empress of the French, as well 
as the crowned heads of other countries, expressed their approbation of this valuable con
trivance; and the International Jury awarded two medals in consideration of their merits, 
as applying to so important an object as the cultivation of the inland or fresh waters of all 
countries, possessing such sources of commercial value, if duly appreciated and managed with 
judicious care ; and it may not be amiss to mention, that persons from Canada obtained plans 
and drawings of the models, with the view of adopting them in that country, where it is 
found that the increased erections of weirs, for the purpose of obtaining water power to work 
sawing mills, has considerably interfered with the Salmon Fisheries, in some localities, by 
obstructing the ascent of the fish.

The following extracts, from the Report of Mr. Brady, who had charge of the models in 
Paris, will more°fully explain the success of the exhibition there; and we feel bound to state, 
that Mr. Brady deserves much credit for the manner in which he arranged and conducted
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all the matters entrusted to his care, and we are indebted to him for much valuable and 
interesting information relating to inland fisheries which he collected while in France:— 

Extracts from Mr. Brady’s Report.
“ Amongst the models sent to Faris by the Board were—
“ A working model of a design for a fish passage over a mill weir, without injuring the 

“water power of the mill, by William Forsyth, c.e.; and a working model of the regulating 
“ weir, with fish passage, erected by the Commissioners of Public Works, on the river Corrib, 
“ at Galway.

“ These were the most attractive models of all that had been sent over. All were arranged 
“in their proper places, and the department in fair order by the 15th of May, the day on 
“which the opening of the Exhibition took place.

“Immediately after that ceremony tradesmen were employed to connect, the models with 
“leaden pipes, and adjust them fairly, to prepare for the water passing through them, and 
“for the reception of the young fish.

“ As soon as this had been completed, the department was assailed by numbers of persons 
“ who recognized the models, as having seen them in the Dublin Exhibition, and were daily 
“inquiring when the young fish would be placed in them, to illustrate the working'of the 
“ fish ladders.

“ It was, however, some time before the necessary supply of water could be procured, and 
“ when this was accomplished, the next object was to try and get some young trout, or other 
“ migratory fish, which would, by instinct, ascend the ladders against the current of water 
“ running down the fish passage. Here, again, was experienced great difficulty, as the laws 
“ against any mode of fishing in the fresh waters in that department of the Empire, before 
“ the 15th June, are very stringent; and, indeed, even after that date, it would have been 
“ both difficult and expensive to get such fish as were required, there being very few trout in 
“ the river Seine, and no salmon, had it not been for the kindness of M. C. Millet, Inspecteur 
“ des Eaux et Forets, who took a very lively interest in the good working of our models, 
“ and procured a quantity of artificially-bred minnow, trout, salmon, and gudgeon. M. 
“Millet has devoted a great deal of time to the artificial propagation of fish of every 
“ species, both sea and river. He has some excellent apparatus for breeding fish, and 
“ furnished a vast deal of information on this subject, and the fisheries of France in general. 
“ The Board arc really greatly indebted to this gentleman for his exertions.

“ The fish were not in the models many days before the department was honoured with 
“ a visit from the Emperor and Empress and suite, who remained for such a length of time 
“ that it caused no little jealousy amongst other exhibitors. The Emperor asked a great 
“ number of questions, and entered fully into conversation on the subject of the Irish 
“ Fisheries.

“ On leaving the department the Emperor said he was much pleased with all he had seen 
“ and heard, and was obliged, and the Empress said they ‘ should pay another visit.'

“ From this time forward the department was, if possible, more crowded by visiters than 
“ ever, all eager to get a peep at that exhibition which detained their Majesties so long, and 
“ there was but one feeling—of pleasure—at what they had seen in the models. It would be 
“ tedious to attempt to repeat the various expressions of gratification which were made use of 
“by almost every one who visited the department; sufficient to say, the excitement and the 
“ crowds of people became so great, that it was necessary to get up a strong rail round the 
“models to protect them from the pressure of the crowd.

“ The fish ladder or passage was there quite unknown, or at least, if known, had not been 
“ adopted in France, and, therefore, was a subject of great curiosity and interest with 
“ scientific men, and it is likely that it will be immediately adopted on the weirs in the 
“rivers in France. The Canadian Commissioners were much attracted by them, and took 
“plans of the fish passes. &c., with a view of having them brought into operation in that 
“ country, where it appears they may be much required to enable the fish to overcome 
“ weirs which have been erected for the purpose of obtaining water-power to work saw mills 
“ in that land of forests.

“The original inventor, or rather discoverer, of the moans by which salmon might be 
“enabled to overcome difficulties either natural or artificial, in their proper element, was 
“ at the Exhibition. A communication has been furnished on this subject, an extract of 
“ which is annexed.

“I visited the College de France, in Paris, where artificial propagation of fish is carried 
“on to a large extent, and has been lor a considerable time. 1 met Monsieur Coste, and 
“ saw in his breeding apparatus about 400,000 young salmon and trout, about two months’ 
“ old. I also saw there, in ponds, several salmon weighing from two to three pounds each, 
41 and upwards; these fish had never been afforded the opportunity of descending to the 
“sea, but were confined in ponds, and regularly fed : though they had attained this weight, 
“they were lank, ill-shaped fish, exhibiting the deficiency in condition, in consequence of 
“ their continued confinement in the fresh water, and restraint from their natural migration 
“to the sea.

“ I also witnessed the modes of fishing on the Seine, and saw’ a large capture of eels. 
“ The fish, particularly the eels, were remarkably good and large; but the modes of capture 
“ inferior to ours. * * *

“ In conclusion, I beg to say, the models, and the young fish, created a greater interest 
“ than any other department in that Exhibition, where the products of the world were
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“ introduced, and which was acknowledged by the resolution of the British Jurors of the 2nd 

of July, to have excelled that of 1851 ; and a greater evidence of this truth cannot be 
" adduced than the distinguished honours that have been awarded to the Commissioners— 
n rqSfc-^1G Intcrnational Jury, awarding two medals, and next by the election of the 

^hmTman and Secretary to the high position of honorary members of the Imperial Societe 
‘ Zoologique d’ Acclimitation.

“ Thomas F. Brady.”
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The principle of fish passages over weirs in rivers was first introduced by the late William 
Smith, Esq., of Deanston. The following is an extract from a letter received from his 
cousin, Mr. James Buchanan, of Glasgow, on the subject:—

Extracts from Mr. Buchanan’s Letter.
“ As it may interest you to know something of the origin of the first salmon stairs, I give 

“ you the following particulars, which will show that the salmon was itself the originator of 
“ the idea. The winter of 1827 saw the Deanston dam completed ; Mr. Smith left about ten 
“ feet next the flood-gates lower by about thirteen inches, expecting that as the water would 
“ always be deepest there, if any were coming over the dam at all, the fish would easily find 
“ their way up, more especially at night, and when the works were stopped. He had gone 
“ to Manchester just as it was finished, before any fresh had occurred to flood the river, and 
“ cause the fish to run up to the spawning grounds above. In the unfinished state of the 
“ dam the fish had congregated in great numbers below it, till, a part giving way, a gap was 
“ made by which they were enabled to get up through the broken water into the dam itself. 
“ After Mr. Smith had been gone a few days only, there occurred a flood in the Leith, and 

you may judge of my chagrin and annoyance to find that no fish could stem the current 
“ m the intended salmon race, more than about one-third only of the whole length, so that 
‘‘all were swept back by the current as they made the attempt. Hundreds were in the 
“ deep water at the tail of the dam, apparently worn out by their fruitless efforts to ascend, 
“ or perhaps were naturally more tame at that season, for they allowed my approach to the 
“ bank without moving away. I had placed two large flat stones in the current, a few feet 
“ upwards from the deep water, to enable me to stand and examine the fish as they lay ; all 
“ at once a fine large one sprang up into the broken or dead water caused by my stepping- 
" stones, and lay there, apparently at its case. The thought then struck me to lay another 
“ retarder to the overpowering stream a few feet higher up. In a few minutes, the same 
“ fish, without my losing sight of him, sprang up to this second place of rest. As plenty of 
“ large iron spikes, used in the construction of the wood-works of the dam, were at hand, I 
“ drove two, at about three feet separate, into the seams of the stone about the same distance 
“ up on the opposite side of the run, and laid a bit of board, a few feet long and about twelve 
“ inches broad, against them ; the rush of water downwards held it against the nails. In a 
“ short time the fish was up and in the broken water. 1 now placed nails in a similar way, 
“ and a board, in the opposite side, to which he sprang. With two bits of board changed 
“ from one set of nails to the other, he worked up till about within a thiid of the ascent, 
“ when, apparently as if knowing its own powers, it made a spiing out of the iuu, and ran 
“ up the slope of the dam into the deep water within. I lost no time in getting boards 
" placed at each set of nails, so that, before it was too dark to see how matters went on, I 
“ had the satisfaction to perceive many a fine fish over in safety Ly next morning, none 
“ were to be scon, and but at a very chance time afterwards, below the dam.

“As this frail ladder was frequently swept away, on Mr. Smiths letuin a lew weeks 
“ afterwards, he had short pieces of log, about six by twelve inches deep and six feet long, 
“ bolted firmly to the stone It was curious to remark how far each fish according to his 
"strength, made use of the ladder, before he ventured to spring over into the dam itself. 
“ I have certainly seen a few fine fish go up the ladder to the top, and glide slowly into the

“ the ladder run or quite into deep water at the foot, but tins was ^'J^s

P ;n nnr last Report relative to “ the use of
In conclusion, we beg to refer to som ‘ productive rivers,” to which we beg to invite 

nets in fresh waters,” and “ the cultivator 1 interests in the Salmon Fisheries, and 
the attention of that portion of the public p • ° tivc8 may be disposed to aid in all
those who, from disinterested and solely pat 1 otic mo nos,. ay 1 
measures having for their object the good of the community at laioe.

J Redmond Barry,! /ns^ectingr Commissioners 
\Vm J Ffennell, J Fisheries in Ireland.

Dublin, 30th March, 1856.

[Appendix, No. I. 
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Statement received, from the Royal Irish Fisheries Company.
Trawling.

Though a tolerable profit has been made by the trawlers, the season has boon a very 
indifferent one, owing principally to continued calms, and light easterly winds. In the 
corresponding months of previous years we have taken more fish with only 'two vessels. 
A heavy gale from the south-west, now that the turbot and dorcy arc coming in, would 
more than double our profits. January being generally the worst month of the year, the 
two largest vessels, then recently purchased, were not fitted out until the end of the month ; 
a profit, however, having been made by the others; the above account doos not show all 
that might have been realized, had the whole fleet boon fishing from the commencement 
of the year.

A small loss appears against the St. Peter, but it is more apparent than real: the 
master was fishing for black pollock, in the early part of the year, and by our rules, only 
got credit for the market price of the day, the difference going to the credit of the 
Galway station ; the take was very groat for a short time, and prices therefore low. 
The fish suddenly left, and a great deal of time was lost under the justifiable expectation 
of their return during the usual season. Being disappointed in this the vessel was sent to 
trawl, and nearly made up the loss.

There is also a loss on the Louisa of £14 2s. Id. at Dingle. The trawl fishing there 
is very uncertain, though too valuable occasionally in spring to neglect; and we consider 
it advisable to keep a small vessel there, even at a loss, to report when the fish come in. 
It failed this year ; and the loss on the Louisa may fairly be considered as having saved us 
from the serious loss we should have sustained had we sent expensive vessels there during 
the usual season.

The masters of the six first class vessels get £ 1 Gs. per week, besides a gratuity of five 
per cent, on the profits. This is not entered in the above account, being only during 
pleasure, not in their agreement, and not to be computed until the end of the half year. 
They arc all thorough seamen, and skilled fishermen. They arc all obliged to keep a log, 
detailing the particulars of each day’s work, wind and weather, the fish taken each day, 
and any remarkable occurrence ; and must send a copy of it, with their account, to 
Dublin weekly, through the hands of the agent of the station, who certifies that the 
fish has been duly received and forwarded, and that their sailings and arrivals have been 
correctly stated. So regular are they in making these reports that for years past we have 
not known them fail; and during the last four months in only two instanceshave we found 
them even one day late. The mate—it is optional with the master to have one or not— 
receives £1 per week ’wages; and the men before the mast—natives, with scarcely an 
exception, of the west coast—get from 10.$*. to 12s. weekly ; all may use as much fish of any 
kind as they please on board ; they are supplied with fuel and candles—in other respects 
they find themselves. The masters of the two smaller sailing vessels served their time 
chiefly in our vessels ; they are natives of the coast, joined us as boys, and were promoted 
for good conduct; they receive £1 per week, and may be further promoted; they arc 
under the same rules and regulations as the first class.

Believing, as we do, that a system of discipline and regularity cannot be established in 
a day, and that a large fleet could not be profitably worked, the crews got to pull together, 
or the masters become acquainted with the tides and fishing grounds, without sustaining a 
heavy loss in the commencement, we have been and arc adding vessels by degrees, promoting 
men who have been in our employment as mates, and who know the ground and our rules; 
or employing new men of good character, who fall into the system pursued by the others, 
like recruits in a disciplined regiment.

As regards our prospects for the remainder of the year, from the experience of previous 
years we expect rather an improvement than otherwise. During the five last months of 
the last year, the Heron's account was—net sales, £152 6s. Id.; expenditure, £9G 19s. 2d.; 
profit, £55 6s. lid.; and this under every disadvantage, the master never having been on 
the ground before, having no vessel to guide him, and having, consequently, lost his 
fishing gear, which, besides delay, brought his expenditure to so large a sum. During the 
very hot weather in the middle of summer, the price of fresh fish will most likely fall. 
The vessels can, however, then be profitably employed in the deep-sea line-fishing, or in 
buying herrings in any port where they may be largely taken.

Stations.
Galway is maintained more as a central station, and for the sake of the trawlers, than 

for any profit we derive from curing fish there. It is situated too far in the bay for curing 
ling; and since the railroad was opened herrings bring too high a price for barrelling, unless 
a very large quantity be taken, for which we are fully provided. We have made what 
paid our expenses by salting black pollock, the local demand for which is very great, par
ticularly in autumn. There is a large and daily increasing demand for prime fresh fish 
there, and we arc making arrangements to supply Ballinasloe, at the request of some of 
the principal inhabitants. If we find this arrangement satisfactory, we will supply other 
towns, both on the Midland and South-Western Railway.
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Dingle, though a convenient depot for the south-west coast, a safe harbour, and a good Appendix. 
position for the herring fishery, is of little value as a ling-curing station, the demand for RcpOrt Ofinspecting 
fresh ling exceeding the supply. We have found very fine fishing grounds within a Commissioners of b 
reasonable distance, and our own vessels have had great takes of ling, congor, and ray, Fisheries for 1855. 
during the deep-sea fishing, now commencing ; but it is only by catching fish there ourselves 
that we can make the station pay, and this, of course, requires more capital than we can, 
at present, command. Our establishment there consists of three large open boats, and 
two on the stocks in our own yard; three smaller ditto, and ten canoes, all we can get 
crews for, with a large supply of salt, barrels, and plant. All our boats arc now built in a 
most admirable manner by our head curer and cooper, Mr. Browne, with scarcely any 
assistance from a ship carpenter, and that only in manual labour, he drawing the lines 
himself. We have also to notice the great zeal and intelligence of our agent, Mr. Moriarty, 
who superintends the working of the boats, and making nets and lines; and we hope that 
both of them may soon have work commensurate with their abilities. We have also 
splitters and curers there who have acquired skill and practice under Mr. Browne, and are 
available to be sent elsewhere. The crews of the boats arc on shares; we buy their fish 
at a fixed price: if they get more in the market they may take it, but we reserve one-fifth 
of the take, as each boat’s share, cither in fish or money. It is true, that the boats being 
our own, and the crews being so far dependent on us, we could oblige them to sell to us 
at our own price, but we do not avail ourselves of that power—we are glad to let them 
make as much as they can.

The staff necessary at a main station such as this is kept up at a great expense : we find 
that we cannot carry on the business with loss; but the same number could carry on ten 
times the operations; and, therefore, as we progress, the expenditure that now swallows up 
most of our profits will, eventually, become a comparatively inconsiderable item. When 
our trawlers are there, the agent and people in the stores, of course, perform the same 
duties in their behalf as elsewhere.

Port Magee, at the south-eastern entrance to Valentia, is a sub-station to Dingle—that is 
to say, that the fish are split and salted there, and sent to Dingle in a large open boat, to 
be dried under the inspection of the head curer there, which saves the expense of a 
separate establishment. It is one of the best stations for the ling fishing on the south
west coast; we have only six canoes there, having only established the station last year. 
The account gives the quantity taken; we hope next year to have at least four times the 
number of boats fishing there; we find the people extremely well-conducted and honest 
in their dealings with us. The crews arc on the same terms as the Dingle men, and the 
account shows that one-fifth of the take pays for the expense of the establishment. We 
consider Port Magee, with the small means wo have hitherto had at our command, as so 
successful an experiment, that we contemplate having a number of similar cheap stations 
at various points along the whole coast, and having one or perhaps two main curing 
establishments for all. Wo arc the only buyers of ling at this station ; were it not for us 
the fishermen could not bring their fish to a profitable market, nevertheless wo give rather 
a higher price there, for we look on the people as our own men. In fact, wo arc getting 
ling now at 4s. Gel. per dozen of thirteen elsewhere, and we give at this station Is. per 
couple, because we think the men by their endurance and industry deserve all wo can do 
for them. We also find our agent, Mr. John Keane, most satisfactory in his business.

Innisbofin, on the coast of Mayo, is not included in the account I have the honour to 
send you, because the St. Peter sailed since that account was closed, on the 26th last 
month. Iler equipment is as follows:—All her trawl gear, three herring nets, her full 
complement of lines and hooks, forty-eight barrels of salt, six empty barrels, one large 
vat, eight tubs, boiler and ladle for oil, four sun-fish spears mounted, and with lines com
plete, a sufficient number of splitting knives, tools, &c. The crew arc—the master, a prime 
line fisherman; two Skerries men, both first-rate fishermen, and also good splitters and 
curers; two harpooners, two men and a boy before the mast. Our agent at Galway also 
went to arrange for buying fish, and has taken a store there, and a splitter from Dingle is 
under orders to go, if we get fish enough to warrant the expense, lhe vessel anhed 
there on Saturday, the 26th; by Monday the store was taken, the nccessaij aiiangemcnts 
made, and the St. Peter commenced fishing. We purposely delayed the expedition, 
because very little can be done in the way of buying fish there until the potato crop has 
been planted.

[Appendix, No 2.
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Appendix, No. 2.
Royal Irish Fisheries Company.

Report and Account for Four Months, from January to April 2Gth> 1856.

Note.—All ordinary repairs, new sails, rigging, and fishing gear, are charged against 
the revenue of the vessel, and included in the above expenditure.

TONNAGE.
Expenditure. 

name of vessel, £ s. d. £ s. d
Register O.M.

44 44 " Druid,” wages and all expenses, new gear, <fcc., , . 69 13 2
39 60 “ Sarah,” „ „ . 54 9 10
36 50 “ Heron,” „ „ . 69 14 9
40 60 “ Victoria,” „ „ . . . . 51 8 9
40 60 “Irlam,” „ „ . 41 4 3
27 40 “ St. Peter,” „ „ . . . . 66 10 41
40 15 “ Scots’ Grey,” (tender) .... . 39 1 9j
40 17 “ Louisa,” ..... . 45 8 9

Proportion of Reserve Fund for accidents, . 32 17 10
470 9 6

name of station.
Galway.—Wages and incidental expenses, 67 8 94

Black pollock bought or placed to credit of “ St. Peter,” 50 5 104
Four months’ rent of office, .... 3 0 0

120 14 8
Dingle.—Wages and incidental expenses, 65 5 6|

950 couple Ling bought, at Is, 47 10 0
Four months’ rent, ..... 8 0 0

— 120 15 6^
Port Magee.—3,682 couple Ling at Is., .... 184 2 0

Wages, &c., ....•• 24 17 10
Four months’ rent, . 1 0 0

•>09 19 10
Salt, say three tons, . . . • • 3 0 0

Dublin.—Agent’s salary, four months, . 20 0 0

£944 19 Gt;

Balance, . 437 5 9

£1,382 5

766

128

54

433

“ Druid,”—net sales, deducting railroad.
Receipts.

commission, &c., 123 0 10|
“ Sarah,” 121 13 61
“ Heron,” „
“Victoria.” „

n 176
114

8
3

6 
u

“Irlam,” „ 94 9
“ St. Peter,” „ 64 2 4
“ Scots’ Grey,” „ n 41 5 3
“ Louisa,” „ n 31 6 8

Galway.—325 dozen of Bl ack Pollock in store, at 7s., 113 15 0
Oil, 10 0 0
Do. sold, • . 4 14 7

Dingle, and Port Magee— Shares from boats at Dingle, ami fish sold, . 18 3 1-4
Do. Port Magee, „ 36 2 10

4,682 couple dried Ling= 421 cwt., at 20s., . . • • 421 0 0
Oil, . • . 12 0 0

9 11

9 7

5 11|

0 0

£1,382 5 5^

Appendix, No. 3.
From Inspecting Lieutenant at Mullaghmore.

I would suggest that the officers of the coast-guard should he empowered to detain any 
boats not licensed or marked until they are so, instead of having to summon the owners- 
to petty session courts; as, in the first place, the session court is very often eight to ten 
or twelve miles from the coast-guard station, making it a very serious inconvenience to the 
coast-guard to travel that distance and back, losing the whole day, and rendering them 
unable for night duty; and in next place, it has frequently occurred that, from some flaw 
in summons or complaint, the parties are exonerated, which causes annoyance again to all 
parties; while, if the coast guard had the power of merely preventing any boat going out 
to fish until licensed and marked, the Act would be far more readily complied with.

Edward George Elliott,
Inspecting Lieutenant, Mullaghmore.
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Appendix, No. 4. Appendix.

From Inspecting Commander at Queenstown. March 24, 1856. Commfe9ionersCofinS
T , , . , , . ... n Fisheries for 1855.Sir,—With reference to the conversation I had with you during our interview on the 

•20th instant. I beg to inform you, that having given the matter my fullest consideration, 
I have come to the conclusion that it will be quite out of the question to procure a true 
and satisfactory return of the vessels, boats, men, and boys, employed in the fisheries of 
this district, unless some one person were especially employed for that purpose.

Since our meeting I have been making inquiries from people on the coast, and I find 
that the owners of vessels or boats, for the most part, who return a certain number of men 
and boys employed in them, only hire them for about three months during the year, and 
they arc people picked up by chance, who generally gain their living by farming or some 
other means.

In fact, few people in this district gain their living entirely by fishing.
Again, a number of boats, owned by farmers and others, registered and returned as 

fishing boats, and stated to employ so many men and boys, are used in getting seaweed 
for manure, and seldom or ever in fishing.

If it is essential that a really satisfactory report should be obtained, I would beg to 
suggest that a chief boatman should be employed at certain periods (say once a-quarter 
or half-year) to go round and collect the particulars of the actual state and condition of 
the fishery establishments in the district. After two or three visits, he would become 
acquainted with every vessel and boat, and know all the people actually fishermen.

I would suggest, also, that vessels and boats should be classed. For instance, it should 
be shown if they are actually fishing vessels, or only at times so employed; also those 
registered and used for other purposes, but that fish now and then.

The mon and boys should, in like manner, be classed and described, as owners, or per
manent, or occasional fishermen. The ages also should be given, because I believe that 
many very old men and very young boys arc employed.

When fishing vessels arc sold or broken up, the late owners should be bound to return 
the registers.

It would occupy a man a fortnight at first to go round and collect the information neces
sary to make true returns. After the first two or three times, 1 think he could do it in 
ten days.

The expense for the fortnight would be:—
£, s. d.

Lodging and subsistence (3s. GtZ. per diem) for four
teen days, . . . . . .290

Hire of an extra man to do duty in lieu, at 2s. 6cZ. per
diem, for fourteen days, . . .115 0

Mileage, 3cZ. per mile for 120 miles, to cover all
travelling expenses, . . . . .110 0

£5 14 0

I beg to state that this refers only to my own district; and as I have not been quite 
three months in command, I cannot be supposed to have found out all details connected 
with the fisheries. Many useful ideas may yet present themselves; and I can only say, 
that I am quite ready to give every assistance and devote any time that I can spare from 
my other duties to have the returns made so as to be true and satisfactory, which they do 
not at present appear to me to be.

In conclusion, I may point out that it is quite impossible that the nature of the duty 
which has to be performed by the crews of the coast-guard stations will ever permit me to 
spare them from their duty to attend at the court; and I would suggest that the Inspectors 
of Fisheries be desired to do this. The coast-guard could, of course, look out and report 
boats fishing without a licence or not being marked ; the rest could be done by the 
Inspector, who, it appears to mo, is the proper person.

Should it ever occur that men from any station in my district are obliged to be absent 
from their guard on fishery duty, I shall be obliged to make a report of the circumstance 
to the Comptrollers-Gencral, as it would bo necessary to employ extra men.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
W. N. Lockyer, Inspecting Commander.

Appendix, No. 5.

From the Inspecting Commander, Westport. Westport District, 3rd May, 1856.
Honourable Sirs,—Having lately had the honour of an interview with Mr. Barry, 

Inspecting Commissioner of Irish Fisheries, touching the more efficient registry of vessels 
and boats engaged in fishing, I do now, at that gentleman s suggestion, explain my views, 
after a due consideration of this important subject, which has long occupied my attention; 
and I have arrived at the conclusion that it would be most expedient that the Inspecting
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Officers of coast-guard districts in Ireland should be empowered to employ a very intelli
gent officer or chief boatman-in-charge under their orders, to proceed in the summer time, 
when they could be best spared from their own immediate important duties, and to care
fully examine every creek and inlet of the district to which they belong; to find out and 
see the vessels or boats; to ascertain the owners of them, and from the owners to obtain a 
list of the crews who are engaged in navigating or depending on those craft for support; 
and at the same time to give notice to register to the owner of any vessel or boat who has 
neglected to do so.

I beg to suggest, that as this minute examination of the coasts will entail upon the 
officers so employed considerable trouble, inconvenience, and expense, that, on due inquiry 
by their Inspecting Officers as to the effectual manner in which this duty has been per
formed, that the said officers shall be granted their actual certified expenses for travelling 
allowance and maintenance; and further, as an inducement and encouragement, and to 
give them an interest to make this important return effective and strictly correct, that they 
should be granted a reasonable and moderate reward for their exertions in the cause.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
Robert Willcox, R.N.,

Inspecting Commander II.M. Coast-guard.

Appendix, No. 6.
Quantity of Fish conveyed by the Great Southern and Western Railway for the year 

ending 31st December, 1855.
Three Hundred and Eleven Tons.

Rates of Carriage of Fish on the Great Southern and Western Railway.

Salt Fish, .... 1'909 per Ton per Mile.
Frosh Fish, .... 4 755 ,,

Quantity of Fish conveyed by the Midland Great Western Railway for the ycai 
ending 31st December, 1855.

Tons. Cwts. Qrs. 
Salmon, turbot, &c., • . . 82 13 0
Lobsters, . . . . . 94 11 3
Cod, hake, plaice, &c., . . . 299 0 1
Oysters, .... 166 5 1

Gross, . . 642 10 1

Rates of Carriage of Fish by Midland Great Western Railway.
Salmon, turbot, &c., .... 46s. per Ton.
Lobsters,....................................................... 46s. ,,
Cod. hake, plaice, &c., . . . 30s.
Oysters,.......................................................29s. ”

Appendix, No. 7
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Appendix, No. 7.
Applications for By-laws, Rules, Alterations, &c., received by Commissioners.

District or Place. Nature of Application. Observations.

Ballinakill District, To increase licence duties, Granted.
Bangor District, Ditto, ..... Ditto.
Sligo District, Ditto, ..... Ditto.
Limerick District, Ditto,.......................................... Ditto.
Londonderry District, Ditto,.......................................... Ditto.
Cork District, Change of season, .... Ditto.
Skibbcreen District, . Ditto, . . ... Ditto.
Kenmare District, Ditto, ..... Ditto.
Bantry District, Ditto, ..... Ditto.
Limerick District, Ditto, ..... Suspended for the present.
Sligo District, Ditto, . . . . . Not granted.
Bangor District, Ditto, ..... Ditto.
Ki Harney District, To define mouth of Carra River, . Under consideration.
llowth Harbour, To make regulations for the guidance of

the fishermen, ... Ditto.
Waterford Harbour, To relax by-law prohibiting trawling, . Ditto.
Cork District, To prohibit use of nets in freshwater por-

tions of rivers in district, Not granted.
Blacksod Bay, To open month of May for transplanting

oysters for brood, ... Under consideration.
Ditto, To grant licence to plant oyster beds to

John Richards, Esq., Granted.
Ditto, To grant licence to plant oyster beds to

R. Dodwell, Esq., .... Not granted.
Cork District, To raise licence duties on nets used in

fresh waters to £3, . Ditto.
Ballina District, To reduce meshes of nets to one and

a-half inch from knot to knot, . Under consideration.
Dublin District, . To prohibit net fishing in upper waters '

of Liffcy, . . . . . i Ditto.
Ditto, Change of season, . . . . !

1
Ditto.

Appendix, No. 8.
By-laws, Orders, Regulations, &c., made by the Commissioners.

Appendix, No. 9.
Licence to form or plant Oyster Beds.____ ___________

District or Place 
affected by By-law. Nature of By-law, Order, &C. Date.

Ballinakill District, Raising the licence duties on all engines
used for fishing (rod and line excep
ted), to the maximum allowed bylaw, 12th April, 1855.

Bangor District, Ditto, ..... 9th January, 1856.
Sligo District, Ditto, ..... Ditto.
Londonderry District, 
Limerick District,

Ditto, ....
Increasing the licence duties one-third

IGth January, 185G.

more than that heretofore paid (rod 
and line and eel baskets excepted), . 22nd August, 1855.

Waterford District, Change of season, .... IGth January, 185G.
Cork District,
Skibbereen District,

Ditto, .....
Ditto, . . . . •

Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.Bantry District, ' . 

Kenmare District,
Ditto, .....
Ditto, ....•

Bimerick District, Prohibiting net fishing in that part of the
Shannon between Wellesley Bridge
and the Railway Bridge, between 1st 
June and 12th February, 20th February, 1856.

Licence granted to
Place.

Date.

Richards, .
Black sod Bay,.........................................18th July, 1855.

_
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Applications to form or plant Oyster Beds.

Name. Place. Observations.

W. Foreman,
R. Dodwell,

Ardbear Bay, County Galway,
Blacksod Bay, .....

Under consideration.
Not granted.

Appendix,
Schedule of Licence Duties received by the Boards of
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1. Dublin, ..... 138 — 12 — — 1 1 — — — — - — -

£ s. d.

91 10 0 217

2. Wexford, ..... 41 - - 32 - 2 - 12 - - - - - - - - - 100 0 0 285

3. Waterford, .... 56 60 131 10 12 - - 3 - 8 27 9 25 - - - - 392 0 0 957

4. Lismore, ..... 72 61 5 4 - - - 13 3 22 16 — - - - - - 378 15 0 412

5. Cork,............................................ 113 29 - 50 - - - 9 - - - 3 - - - - - 220 10 0 508

6l. Slubber een, 15 - - 11 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 24 0 0 81

62. Bantry, ..... 4 - - 16 - - - 5 - - - - - - - - - 38 10 0 120

63. Kenmare, ..... 37 1 - 10 - - - 6 - - - - - 6 - - - 65 2 6 159

7. Killamey,............................................ 88 13 1 48 - - - 1 - 4 - 4 17 - - - - 183 0 0 474

8. Limerick,............................................ 185 31 26 62 - - 10 41 37 27 - 13 22a - - - - 788 10 0 1,627

9. Galway, ..... 57 13 - - - 8 — - - - - 9 - - - - - 76 0 0 101

10*. Ballynakill, . . . . 29 - - 13 - - 2 - - - - 1 - - - - - 39 10 0 112

102. Bangor, . . . . . 8 - - 8 - - - 4 - - - 1 - - - - - 28 10 0 73

11. Ballina, ..... 44 - - 11 3 - - 6 - - - 10 12 - - - - 156 0 0 175

12. Sligo....................................................... 27 - - 13 - - - 6 - - - - 6 - - - - 60 0 0 141

13. Ballyshannon, .... 50 2 1 - 7 '1 - 14 - - - 5 - - - - - 217 0 0 153

14. Letterkenny, .... 21 - - 10 - - - 4 - - - 6 - - - - - 52 0 0 102

151. Londonderry, .... 74 34 - 86 s 150 5 22 - 14 - 6 100 - - - — 1,344

152.Coleraine,* .... - - — —

16. Ballycastle, .... 16 - - 3 - 1 - 32 - - - o 4 - - - - 187 5 0 173

17'. Drogheda,............................................ 22 8 6 30 - - 5 22 - 14 - 6 5 26 - - 94 0 0 408

The estimate of the average number of

Salmon Rods, . 1 man. Draft Nets, . 6 men. ; Pole Nets, . . 3 men.
Cross Lines, . 2 men. j Drift Nets, . 5 do. ; Bag Nets, . 4 do.
Snap Nets, . 4 do. | Trammel Nets, • 2 do. Fly Nets, . 4 do.

* Londonderry District has been divided into two
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No. 9—continued.
Mouth of River defined.

Name of River. Date of Order defining 
Mouth of River.

Slaney, .....

Appendix.
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No. 10.

Conservators in Ireland for the Years 1854 and 1855.

men employed is made up as follows :■

Number and Description of Licences sold in 1855.

1855.

Amount 
of

Licence 
Duty.

1855.

Per centage 
on 

Poor Law 
Valuation.

1855.

Total
Amount 
received 

for Licence
Duties.

1855.

Ave
rage 
No. 
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Increase or Decrease between 
1854 and 1855.
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Increase 
in Amount.

Decrease 
in Amount.
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jg 8. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d. £ 5. d. £ 3. d.

179 1 - 8 - - 1 3 - - - - - - - - 132 10 0 — 132 10 0 244 41 10 0 — 27 —

46 - - 39 - 1 - 17 - - ■ - - - - - - 124 15 0 — 124 15 0 350 24 15 0 — 65 —

60 71 135 11 13 - - 1 - 9 27 7 23 - - - - 377 15 0 — 377 15 0 090 — 14 5 0 33 —

81 61 23 2 - - - 12 3 21 18 - - - - - - 366 5 0 40 0 0 406 5 0 481 27 10 0 — 69 —

135 18 - •15 - - - 8 - - 3 - - - - - - 223 0 0 — 223 0 0 476 o 10 0 — — 32

16 1 24 0 0 — 24 0 0 74 — — — 7

3 - - 10 28 10 0 — 28 10 0 83 — 10 0 0 — 37

37 - - 11 - - 9 - - - - 6 - - - 75 10 0 — 75 10 0 175 10 7 6 — 16 —

64 8 2 48 - - 2 - 5 - 6 1 - - - - 171 10 0 — 171 10 0 408 — 11 10 0 — 66

196 42 25 63 - - 10 41 41 27 - 13 199 - - - - 817 15 0 — 817 15 0 1,650 29 5 0 — 23 —

30 ’ 5 — 6 9 1 - - - 52 0 0 — 52 0 0 80 — 24 0 0 21

22 — - 12 - - 2 - - - - 2 - - - - - 61 0 0 — 61 0 0 101 21 10 0 — — 11

5 _ — 13 - - 10 - - - 2 - - - - - 52 0 0 — 52 0 0 124 24 10 0 — 51 —

55 1 — 9 3 - - 6 - - - 10 12 - - - - 157 10 0 — 157 10 0 178 1 10 0 — 3 — ■

31 1 _ 12 — - - 6 - - - 4 - - - 51 10 0 9 0 0 60 10 0 131 0 10 0 — — 10

50 1 9 — — — 12 - - - 6 - - 21 - - 190 0 0 72 0 0 262 0 0 177 15 0 0 — 24 —

19 11 — — - 2 1 - - - - - 6 - 54 0 0 — 54 0 0 105 2 0 0 — 3 —

31 ' 19 46 32 — 3 17 - 20 - 2 - - - - - 394 10 0 4 5 7 398 15 7 663 — — — —

°6 30 221 - 10 - - - 4 - - 21 - - 214 0 0 84 17 0 328 17 0 605 — — — —

4 1 - 2C - - - 8 3 - - - - 160 15 0 — 160 15 0 150 — 26 10 0 — 23

52

i14

7 40 - - - 1 - - - 6 43 - - - - 144 5 0 — 144 5 0 440 50 5 0
l

— 32

1
(*) ’ £

Gap,Eye, &c.
Sweepers, 
Coghille,

Stake Nets, • •
Kri&teven^Smen.

Districts, called “ Londonderry and Coleraine.

Loop or Frame Nets, . 1 man
Trammel Nets, . . 1 do.

. 2 men. 

. 6 do.
. 1 man.

[Appendix, No. 11.
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20 APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE
Appendix.

Report of Inspecting 
Commissioners of 
Fisheries for 1855.

Appendix,
Abstract of Statements from Boards of Conservators as

Number and Name of 
District.

Genera! state of the 
Salmon and Inland 

Fisheries.

Whether the Take of 
Spring Fish this Year has 

been more or less pro
ductive, and the Prospects 

for present Season.

Whether the Take of 
Salmon in 1855 was more 
or less productive than 

in 1854.

Average price of 
Salmon obtained by 

the Captors.

1. —Dublin,
(Date of Report, 20th 

February.)

2. —Wexford, . 
(Date of Report, 20th

February.)

3. —Waterford, 
(Date of Report, 14th

March.)

4. —Lismore, . 
(Date of Report, 22nd

February.)

5. —Cork,

6*.—Skibbercen, 
(Date of Report, 21st 

February.)
G2.—Bantry, 
(Date of Report, 23rd 

February.)

6®.—Kenmare, . 
(Date of Report, 23rd 

February.)

7. —Killarney, .

8. —Limerick, . 
(Date of Report, 13th

February.)

9. —Galway,
(Date of Report, 20th 

February.)

101. —Ballynakill, 
(Date of Report, 20th

February.)

102. —Bangor, .
(Date of Report, 21st 

February.)

11.—Ballina, 
(Date of Report, 19th 

February.)

A very great improve
ment is manifest in this 
district within the last 
two years.

Good. In 1850, 1851, 
and 1852, there was no 
improvement ; 1853, 
very great improve
ment; 1854, not quite 
so good; 1855, a de
cidedly bad year.

Rather discouraging; a 
great improvement had 
taken place since 1849, 
but poaching having 
been almost a vocation 
in various parts of the 
Upper Waters, particu
larly during the past 
cLse season, sanguine 
hopes cannot be enter
tained of improvement. 

Good; and appears to 
have improved progres
sively every year since 
1849, and no doubt will 
improve still more.

Good; they continue to 
improve.

Tolerably good; a greater 
interest taken in pro
tection and propagation.

Much improved, and pro
gressively improving.

Considerably improved, 
. and still improving;

the prospect is very 
good.

Progressing; considera
bly improved.

Very much improved ; 
considerably improved 
since 1849, and every 
anticipation of further 
improvement.

Improved; every season 
improving.

Last year's catch being 
indifferent, cannot say 
that they have im
proved ; too early to 
iorm an idea of further 
improvement.

The take of spring fish has 
been very fair, and there 
is every prospect of a good 
season.

Open season has not yet 
commenced ; 20th Feb
ruary, 1856.

The take of spring fish has 
been less productive than 
during the corresponding 
portions of the past five 
years ; fish destroyed dur
ing winter.

The time since the begin- 
ing of the open season has 
been so short, it is not 
easy to answer this ques
tion, but the fish taken 
are very large, in fine con
dition, and a good pros
pect of a large take for 
the ensuing portion of the 
season.

No fish taken in this dis
trict before June.

More in the spring of the 
last open season than the 
previous year; premature 
to offer an opinion as to 
this season.

Spring fish were scarcely 
known until within a 
couple of years, and 
merely after the begin
ning of April, when lat
terly sime large fish 
were taken.

The season opened only on 
the 12th of this month; 
the take of spring fish 
during the five days that 
have since elapsed has 
been very satisfactory; 
the prospect is good.

No take up to the present.

Much about the same; pros
pects likely to be more 
productive than many past 
seasons.

It has been more produc
tive and promises well.

In consequence of the frost, 
spring fi-hing did not com
mence till after this period 
last year; cannot as yet 
form any opinion as to 
prospects of productive- 
nessfor remaining portion 
of season.

Much more.

Much less.

Very little difference; 
rather better than the 
preceding year.

A small increase on the 
last season.

Last year was more pro
ductive.

Much less; not averaging 
half the quantity of 
previous year.

The take of fish was less 
last year than the pre
ceding, but the preced
ing year was eminently 
good.

The years 1854 and 1855 
were equally produc
tive ; the take of fish 
during both these years 
was very largo.

Much larger.

Much more.

More productive.

Believe the catch not to 
be one-half.

For spring fish say 2s. 
per lb.

About 8d. per lb.

Is. 5<?. to 2s. !</. per lb

2\.bout Is. per lb.

About 4(Z. per lb.

About 5d. per lb.

About 5d. per lb.

r ■

About BiZ. per lb.

Gd. per lb.

8d. per lb.

3.W. to 4</. per lb.
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to the State of the Salmon and Inland Fisheries of Ireland,

Whether Salmon 
purchased chiefly for 
Exportation or Home 

Consumption.

The amount of Pro
tection during Close 

Season of 1855, as 
compared with preceding 

year of 1851.

Whether the quan
tity of Breeding Fish 
observed in the Rivers 

has been greater or 
less than preceding 

Y ear.

Whether the quantity 
of Fry appearing in 
Rivers this Spring is 

greater or less than pre
ceding Spring of 1855.

-----------------------------------------------------------

Number of 
Suggestions Water Bailiffs

from Conservators. on an average
employed.

For home consump
tion.

Ten to one for ex
portation.

Principally for ex
portation.

Almost exclusively 
for exportation ; 
the proportion for 
home consumption 
very small.

None for exportation

For exportation, as 
1 to 50„

Five-si xthsjof it is 
exported.

f'hiefly for exporta
tion, owing to the 
highpriceohtained 
in the Dublin and 
English markets; 
yery little salmon 
ls consumed at 
home.

Dublin market is 
the chief market 
for the Galway 
salmon,

Home supply.

Generally for ex
portation.

Nearly all exported.

About the same.

Much better.

Destruction of breed
ing fish very great 
during close season 
of 18.54, but much 
greater during close 
season of 185.5.

About the same.

The same.

Greater.

More protection.

Considerably more 
protection in 18.5a 
than 18.54.

Quite the same.

Much about the same.

Greater.

Same.

Much greater.

The quantity of 
breeding fish seen 
has been unprece
dented ; a calcula
tion was made that 
as many as 1,000 
were seen to pass 
over a weir in ten 
consecutive hours, 
and this continued 
for three or four 
days.

Greater ; but it has 
been asserted that 
out of 100 breed
ing fish not three 
escaped destruc
tion.

Very large, and it is 
thought greater.

Greater.

About the same.

Much greater.

Considerably greater

Much more ; an 
immense quantity 
of fish seen in tlie 
bed of the river 
last December.

\Tot altogether so 
great a quantity.

Much more.

Much less.

More numerous.

Too early to answer 
this.

Rather early yet to 
afford information.

Too early to answer 
this.

Greater.

Greater.

Too early to form a 
correct opinion.

Phey do not appear in 
the rivers in this dis
trict before the month 
of March.

Much more.

Jrnrnot be ascertained 
"till the beginning ot
April-

I’oo early to say-

cry have not appeared 

as yet-

The fines and penalties 8. 
for breaches of the 
Fishery Laws should 
be apportioned for 
the benefit of the dis
trict in which the 
offence is committed, 
instead of going to 
the Crown.

A consolidation of the From 10 to 12 
Law, and appoint
ment of Local Com
missioners to see its 
provisions faithfully 
carried out, is ur
gently required.

The prolonging of the About 34. 
rod fishing to 20th 
October,after making 
a fish-pass at Fermoy 
weir, for which the 
Conservators will 
lodge funds; the fines 
and penalties to be 
awarded to the dis
trict instead of to the 
Crown.

— 2 to 3.

— 2 to 3

Fines and penalties to 12. 
be awarded to the 
Conservators; a per
son without a licence 
should not be allowed 
to fish in a salmon 
river, as much poach
ing goes on in this 
way, and no law can 
touch the parties.

— Open season,
38 ; close 
season, 54.

__ G paid by the 
Conservators, 
but several 
by the owners 
oftheGalway 
fishery.

Fines and penalties to 40. 
go to their original 
source, the protection 
of the fisheries.

— G.

{eduction in the size 212. 
of meshes of nets.

1

Appendix.

Report of Inspecting 
Commissioners of 
Fisheries for 1855.
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Appendix.

Report of Inspecting 
Commissioners of 
Fisheries for 1855.

Appendix,
Abstract of Statements from Boards of Conservators as

Number and Name of 
District.

General state of th 
Salmon and Inland 

Fisheries.

Whether the Take of |
Spring Fish this Year has 1 

been more or less pro
ductive, and the Prospects 

for present Season.

Whether the Take of 
Salmon in 1855 was more 

or less productive than 
in 1854.

Average price of 
Salmon obtained by 

the Captors.

12.—Sligo,
(Date of Report, 18th 

February.)

Very good; improving 
every year very much.

Not so productive this year; 
it is the general opinion 
that the salmon escaped 
to the lake by the salmon 
ladder being erected at 
the mill weirs above the 
Victoria Bridge.

More productive. About Is. 6<Z. per lb.

13.—Ballyshannon, .
(Date of Report, 26th 

February.)

Improving; they have 
improved, and there is 
a good prospect of this 
year’s productiveness.

There has been an average 
take of spring fish, and 
there is every prospect of 
a good productive season.

Far less productive. Gd. per lb.

14.—Letterkenny, 
(Date of Report, 20th 

February.)

Rather improving; a fair 
prospect.

Less productive than last 
season up to this date.

Less productive. About 7d. per lb.

151.—Londonderry, . — — — —

6.—Bullycastle, 
Date of Report, 20th

February.)

There appears to be a 
slight improvement ; 
rather a decrease since 
1849, but a slight in
crease has been percep
tible this last two years.

Very small take up to the 
present, owing to the state 
of the weather, but hopes 
are entertained of a pro
ductive season.

Far more productive. From Is. Gd. to Gd. per 
lb.

17.—Drogheda,
(Date of Report, 6th 

March.)

Progressing; greatly im
proved and prospects 
good.

More productive, and pros
pects fair.

More productive. At present 1 Rd. per lb.

Appendix,
Schedule of Licence Duties payable in each District in

District. 1. Salmon 
Rods.

2. Cross 
Lincs.

3. Snap 
Nets.

4. Draft 
Nets.

5. Drift 
Nets.

G. Trammel 
Nets or

Draft Nets 
for Pollen.

7. Pole 
Nets. 8. Bag Nets.

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. .T s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.

1. Dublin..................................... 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0 5 0 0

2. Wexford, 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 I 0 0 2 10 0

3. Waterford, 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0 2 10 0

4. Lismore, 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0 2 10 0

f Tidal. -i

5. Cork......................................... 0 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 J 1 10 0
• Up. Waters.

11 10 0
0 15 0 1 0 0 2 10 0

1.2 0 0 J

fi1. Skibbercen, 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0 2 10 0

(i2. Bantry, .... 0 10 oe 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0 2 10 0

63. Kenmare, 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0 2 10 0

7. Killarney, 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0 2 10 0

8. Limerick, 0 10 0 1 6 8 J 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 1 G 8 3 6 8

9. Galway, . 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0 2 10 0

101. Ballynakill, 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0 5 0 0

102. Bangor, . 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0 5 0 0

11. Ballina, . . • • 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0 5 0 0

12. Sligo, . . . • 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0 5 0 0

13. Ballyshannon, 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0 5 0 0

14. Letterkenny, . 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0 2 10 0

15*. Londonderry, . 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0 5 0 0

152. Coleraine, 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 10 0 1 0 0 5 0 0

16. Ballycastle, 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0 5 0 0

17. Drogheda, 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0 2 10 0
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No. 11—continued. Appendix.

to the State of the Salmon and Inland Fisheries of Ireland—continued.

Whether Salmon 
purchased chiefly for 
Exportation or Homo 

Consumption.

The amount of Pro
tection during Close 

Season of 1855, as 
compared with preceding 

year of 1854.

Whether the quan
tity of Breeding Fish 

observed in the Rivers 
has been greater or 
less than preceding 

Year.

Whether tho quantity 
of Fry appearing in 
Rivers this Spring is 

greater or less than pre
ceding Spring of 1854.

Suggestions 
from Conservators.

Number of 
Water Bailiffs 
on an average 

employed.

None purchased for 
exportation.

Much the same. Much better. No fry appeared yet. — 6 to 10.

Nearly all for home 
consumption.

Protection much the 
same.

The quantity of 
breeding fish
greater this year.

Too soon to answer 
this question.

— 170.

Entirely for expor
tation.

Much the same. Rather less. No fry appearing in 
the rivers as yet.

Raising the licence du
ties.

About 50.

— — — — — —

About two-thirds 
exported.

Much the same. Greater. No appearance of fry 
as yet.

— 16.

Nearly all for ex
portation.

Better. Greater. Cannot be ascertained 
till tho month of 
April.

6.

Report of Inspecting 
Commissioners of 
Fisheries for 1855.

No. 12.
Ireland on Engines used for Fishing, 11 & 12 Vic., c. 92

9. Fly Nets.

110. Stake Nets.
11. Head 

Weirs.
12. Box, Crib, 

&c.
13. Gap, Eye, 

<5co. 14. Sweepers. 15. Coghills. 10. Loop Nets. 17. Tramma 
Nets.

£ 8. d.

5 0 0

2'10 0

2 10 0

2 10 0

2 10 0

2 10 0

2 10 0

2 10 0

2 10 0

3 0 8

2 10 0

5 0 0

5 0 0

5 0 0

5 0 0

5 0 0

2 10 0

5 0 0

2 10 0

5 0 0

2 10 0

£ s. d.

15 0 0

7 10 0

7 10 0

7 10 0

7 10 0

7 10 0

7 10 0

7 10 0

7 10 0

10 0 0

7 10 0

15 0 0

15 0 0

15 0 0

15 0 0

15 0 0

7 10 0

15 0 0

7 10 0

15 0 0

7 10 0

s. d.

3 0 0

1 10 0

1 10 0

1 10 0

1 10 0

1 10 0

1 10 0

1 10 o

1 10 0

2 0 0

1 10 0

3 0 0

3 0 0

3 0 0

3 0 0

3 0 0

1 10 0

3 0 0

1 10 0

3 0 0

1 10 0

£ s. d.

5 0 0

2 10 0

2 10 0

2 10 0

2 10 0

2 10 0

2 10 0

2 10 0

2 10 0

3 G 8

2 10 0

5 O 0

5 0 0

5 0 0

5 0 0

5 0 0

2 10 0

5 0 0

2 10 0

5 0 0

2 10 0

£ 8. d.

1 0 0

0 10 0

0 10 0

0 10 0

0 10 0

0 10 o

0 10 0

0 10 0

0 10 0

0 10 0

o 10 O

1 0 o

1 0 o

1 0 o

1 0 o

1 0 o

0 io o

1 0 o

0 10 o

J 0 o

0 10 o

£ 8. d.

3 0 0

£ 8. d.

1 10 0

£ s. d.

0 10 0

£ t. d.

5 0 0
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State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1856, pursuant to the

Name 
of District. Boundaiues. Registering Officer.

1st Class employed 
in 1855.

2nd Class employed 
in 1855.

1st Class employed 
in 185G.

2nd Class employed 
in 185G.

Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys.

Dublin, From the Whip of Water 
to the Breaches.

J. A. Shears, 51 150 40 110 510 35 55 171 50 152 447 30

Gorey, From the Breaches, to 
the Sluices.

J. Bowie, 222 1,380 117 98 390 61 225 1,399 117 99 395 64

Wexford, From the Sluice to Ban
now.

P. Campbell, 43 152 4 275 1,403 6 -17 230 5 178 689 31

Waterford, . From Bannow Ferry to 
Ballyvoile Head.

W. G. Mansfield,. 48 17-1 22 256 972 50 47 172 20 253 001 50

Youghal, From Ballyvoile Head 
to Bally william Cove.

W. Sterne, . 69 481 13 321 1,380 151 69 481 43 324 1,395 145

Cove, . From Ballywilliam to 
Flat Head.

W. N. Lockyer, . 47 161 8 270 1,256 56 48 173 10 270 858 73

Kinsale, From Barry’s Head to 
Galley Head.

J. A. St. Leger, . 84 588 80 765 4,590 60 78 686 86 510 3,052 50

Skibbereen,. From Galley Head to 
Three Castle Head.

V. Somerville, 34 193 18 568 2,566 194 31 ISO 34 464 1,401 313

Whitehorse, From Throe Castle Head 
to Whitehorse Head.

W. Townsend, o 1-1 2 43 150 26 1 6 2 40 135 15

Castletown, . From Whitehorse Head 
to Innisherky.

T. Hungerford, . Cl 227 4 1,687 7,847 127 61 227 4 1,687 7,847 127

Westcove, . From Kenmare to Biver 
Inny.

J. Adam, 12 40 6 170 720 30 12 40 40 170 720 26

Knightstown, From Inny Biver to 
Castlemaine Bridge.

W. Lyons, . 1 3 - 190 960 35 1 3 - 2-11 1,102 29

Dingle, From Inch Bar to 
Blennerville.

A. Hobart, 15 60 2 113 534 7 13 53 3 157 752 6

BaJlyheigue, From Blennerville to 
Ballybunion.

H. Lawrence, 22 101 - 33 128 - 22 101 - 33 128 -
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No. 13.
5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1855.

Total employed 
in 1855.

Total employed 
in 185G.

Increase since 
1855.

Decrease since 
1855. Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Com* 

manders of Coast-Guards ami other Registering 
Officers, up to tho 1st January, 1856.

Vessels. Men. ■ Boys. Vessels. Men. ■ Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys.

191 6G0 75 207 G18 80 16 - 5 - 42 - If any thing, there is an improvement in the condition 
of tho Fishing Establishment. There is generally an 
improvement. The take of fish more productive last 
year. Thc salmon fisheries have improved. No Curing 
Establishments. No disturbance of any kind has taken 
place.

320 1,770 181 324 1,794 181 4 24 1 The boats something improved, and better nets. Scarcely 
any sign of improvement. Thc take of fish much less 
productive, and no good fishing on this part of tho 
coast. Scarcely any salmon in this district. No Curing 
Establishments. No conflicts have taken place. Tho 
fishermen generally orderly.

318 1 10 225 919 36 - - 26 93 636 - Thc general condition of thc Fishing Establishment is 
considerably worse. No sign of improvement. Tho 
take of fish less productive. Thc salmon fisheries aro 
not improved. No Curing Establishments. No con
flicts. Thc general habits of thc fishermen peaceable.

301 1,116 72 300 1,133 70 — - 4 13 o Thc Fishing Establishment much in thc same condition. 
The last year has been less productive in tho take of 
fish, ••specially herrings and sprats. Thc take of salmon 
has improved. No Curing Establishments. No disturb
ances amongst tho fishermen.

390 1,861 197 393 1,876 188 3 12 9 The Fishing Establishment worse both in boats and gear. 
No sign of improvement. The take of fish less produc
tive in all kinds. Thc salmon fisheries have improved 
generally. No Curing Establishment formed. A small 
quantity of fish cured at \ oughal. No conflicts. The 
habits of tho fishermen orderly and peaceable. The 
registry is in a very confused state; a new registry ab
solutely necessary.

317 1,117 61 321 1,031 83 7 19 386 Having made inquiries, I believe the condition of tho 
Fishing Establishment in this district much tho same 
as in 1*844. Thc fishing much thc same as last year. 
Cannot hear of any improvement or falling off in tho 
salmon fisheries. No Curing Establishment. No con
flicts. I imagine thc registry to be imperfect.

849 5,178 no 588 3,738 136 261 1,440 4 Some improvement has taken place, since 1811, in nets 
and lines, &c., but thc genet al condition of thc boats 
is not so much improved since that period ; in num
bers they have decreased ; there has been some improve
ment within the last three years, but within tho last 
year th it spirit seems to have declined. Thc take of 
fish much less productive last year. Salmon fisheries 
have not improved. No new Curing Establishment- 
two at present exist. No conflicts. Tho fishermen 
orderly and peaceable.

602 2,759 212 498 1,581 317 - - 135 101 1178 - Thc Establishment appears much the same as in 1844— 
without improvement. Thc last year has been very 
deficient in thc take of fish. 1 he salmon fisheries have 
improved. No Curing Establishments. No conflicts. 
Thc habits of thc fishermen orderly and peaceable.

45 161 28 41 141 17 — — - 4 23 Il The g 'neral condition of thc Fishing Establishment very 
bad. No improvement whatever. I he take of fish not 
so productive last year. Thc salmon fisheries have not 
improved. No Curing Establishments. No conflicts. 
No regular fishermen in this district. No fish taken 
except by tho peasantry, and they are very peaceable.

1,751 8,074 131 1,751 8,071 131 The condition of thc Fishing Establishment not so good 
as in 1841. There appears no sign of improvement; on 
thc contrary, a general decline. No marked difference 
in thc take of fish. Thc salmon fisheries in this district 
arc very limited. No Curing Establishments. Tho 
cffoits made by thc fishermen at curing have been suc
cessful. No conflict on record, except one during 1855. 
The coast abounds with all kinds of fish. The regis
tration of vessels, &c., is imperfect ; a new registration 
should take place.

182 760 36 182 7 GO 66 - - - — The trammel nets arc more in use than in 1844. Lino 
fishing is not at all so good. Last year tho take of fish 
was more productive in the trammel ti.-hing. The Water
ville salnmn fishery was not so productive. Thc bag 
fishing at Blackwater River was entirely successful and 
is improving. No Curing Establishments. Noconflicts. 
The habits of tho fisheimcn peaceable.

191 963 35 242 1,105 29 51 112 6 There is no established deep sea fishing in this district. 
Thc boats arc in very bad repair and tnc nets worn out; 
thc fishermen are so poor they cannot afford to get them 
replaced. There has been little improvement during 
thc last three years. The la.-t year has been more pro
ductive in the take of while fish, ling. Ac. Salmon 
fisheries decidedly improved in 1853 and 1854 ; but last 
year there has been a tailing off of one-fourth. A Curing 
House at Killorglin for salmon—only used when there 
is no ice ; one formed last year at Portmagee, where 
eight tons of ling and five tons of hake were cured. No 
conflicts. T he fishermen are orderly and peaceable.

128 GOO 9 170 805 9 42 205 The condition of the Fishing Establishment is much im
proved, so t ir as getting spillnrds forcoarsc fish. There 
is a sign ol improvement. Thc take of fish more pro
ductive by row-boats and canoes, but less by trawlers. 
The salmon fishery is not improved. No new Curing 
Establishment in the district. The Royal Irish Fishe
ries' Company have one at work. No conflicts this 
year. The fishermen orderly and peaceable.

55 229
55 229 - -

1

No established fishery in this district. No sien of im
provement. Scarcely any fish taken but salmon at tho 
Cashen River, and they were increased considerably 
ot late. The. salmon fisheries improved. No Curing 
Establishments in the district. No conflicts during tho 
last twenty years. Tho fishermen very quiet and orderly.

I



2G APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE

Appendix,
State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1856, pursuant to tho

Na MR 
OF DISTRICT* Boundaries. Registering Officer.

1st Class employed 
in 1855.

2nd Class employed 
in 1855.

1st Class employed 
in 1855.

2nd Class employed 
in IboG.

Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys

Kilrush, . From Gross Island to 
Farrihie Strand.

II. G. Austen, - - - Ill 330 50 - - - 140 430 --

Seafield, From Farrihie Strand 
to Black Head.

E. J. Morriss, - - - 66 181 5 - - - 77 198 1

Galway, From Black Head to 
Mason Island.

G. H. Clarke, 231 1,406, 216 591 1,111 .198 241 1,800 230 COO 1,110 205

Clifden, From Mason Island to 
Ruanna Point.

A. C. May, . 58 122 11 604 2,088 6 63 148 20 008 1,251 02

Westport, From Ruanna to Doo- 
beg.

R. Wilcox, . 14 19 - 210 813 - 14 49 - 217 864 -

Keele, . From Doobeg to Doona 
Head.

B. E. Quadling, . 10 38 7 201 893 10 13 31 9 215 1,051 10

Dulough, From Doona Heal to 
Butter Point.

ft
W. Dawson, - - — 200 080 11 1 3 - 178 434 54

Dunkeehan, From Brandy Point to 
Gleusky Cove.

A. Kennedy, - - - 64 251 - — - - 71 240 -

Ballycastle,
... Mayo,

From Glensky Cove to 
the centre of Bartra 
Isle.

A. Henri, - - — 143 998 11 - - - 136 938 10

Pullendiva, . From Bartra Isle to 
Doran’s Island.

R. K. Thompson,. 1 3 - 93 293 - 1 3 - 72 411 -

Mullaghmore, From Sligo Bridge to 
Abbey Point, Donegal.

E. G. Elliott, 9 55 - 100 1,000 29 8 24 - 190 1,008 43

Killybcgs, . From Donegal Quay to 
Glenlough.

R. Heard, . 10 33 2 229 1,072 372 9 27 8 253 1,192 130

Lochrus, From Glen Lough to 
Gweebarra Bar.

R. Smith, - - - — - - - — - 41 246 15

Rutland, From Gweebarra Bar to 
Bloody Foreland.

T. Rate, 1 4 - 302 1,009 76 - - - 250 J ,036

•

80
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No. 13—continued.
and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1855.

Total employed 
in 1855.

Total employed 
in 1856.

Increase since 
1855.

Decrease since 
1855. Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Com* 

mamiers of Coast-Guards ami other Registering 
O1 Heers, up io the 1st January, lo56.

Vessels. if on. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels.
| Men.

Boys.

Ill 330 50 1-10 •130 - 29 100 - - - 50 A general decrease of fishing in every respect. No sign 
of inipr. v. ii ent. 5 he take of fish less productive, both 
in salmon, herrings, and other fish. 'J he salmon lislnng 
have proved very iad. Only one Curing House aiGhn. 
No instances of conflicts. The fishermen orderly and 
peaceable.

CO 181 5 • • 198 1 11 17 — — — 4 The Fishing Establishment has greatly fallen off—the 
poverty ui the fishermen not permitting them to repair 
their nets, lines. Arc.. when swept away or damaged. 
No si,, n <‘f improvement '1 he tai-e of ii.-h le-s produc* 
t.vc. ’1 here is bit ot.e snail salmon iishc.y in this 
district. No Cu ing 1 stablishments in ti is district. 
No conflicts. The fishermen orderly and peaceable.

835 2,577 •111 811 2,910 435 363 21 14 The condition of the fishermen improved. Boats and gear 
a.c, generally speak nr, in go. d older. There is a sign 
of improv< ment. 5 he take of fish is more regular and 
steady. '1 he quantity of all kinds has been larger than 
for years past (with the exception of herrings) and con- 
t’nucs so. No sensible diilc.ence in the salmon fishery. 
No Curing Establishment < n . ny gieat scale, save one. 
No conflicts have taken place tin-, year. The trawlers 
have taken mote tuibot, sole. Ac , than foiincily, and 
tho e who can trawl wish ’<■ ei.nt.nuc it, be.ng eonvtnci d 
it is noi, when lawfully followed, injurious to the nctteri 
ai.a lino nshcis.

602 2,210 17 731 1,399 82 69 - 65 - 811 - A slight decrease in the number of first-class boats and an 
inc;ease in second class beats. A :ign of improvement 
"J he take ot fish not more productive. 'Jhe silmon 
fisheries much the same. No Cur.ng Fs.abJishments. 
No conflicts have taken place. The Labits of the fisher
men me o.derly and peaceable.

221 S92 - 231 913 — 7 21 - - — - No improvement since last return. The take of fish less 
productive. 'J he salmon lisl.oitcs not illiprovi d, and oo 
new modes adopted. No Curing Establishment. No 
conflicts. The liaoits ot the fishermen qu.et, otderly, 
and pcaecab.c.

21G 931 17 258 1,035 19 42 154 2 The Fisheries arc in the same depressed state as in 1814. 
La t year has been highly productive in the take of 
salmon by bag nets. In other m ones no improvement 
in the take of fish ; 3,00u sanmn have 1 cen taken at 
Keele and Kam, by Air. Hectors men, who had seven 
Lag lie s and thiee boat , introduced during the year. 
No Cniing Establishments as yet, but an- in contem
plation. No instances of confi.cts. Tho habits of the 
fishermen orderly and peaceable.

200 OSO 11 179 ■137 54 40 21 243 — Boats and gear improved since 1844. There is no sign 
« f impioven.ent. The take of lisn not more productive. 
The salmon fisheries much the same as last year. Uno 
small Curing E. tabli.-hn ent for sailing and uiying fish. 
No instances of confl.et in this d.strict. The fishermen 
very orderly.

61 251 -■ 71 210 — 7 — — - 11 - T he fishing is not so good. There is a sign of improve- 
mint. Last year's take of li h not so good as the year 
b< f ie. No change m the salmon fisheries. No Curing 
Establishments. No conflicts. Tho fishermen orderly 
ai.d peaceable.

113 998 11 136 938 10 7 60 1 At Balding and Boss there is an improvement; but at 
B liycastle, l.ack< xi, amt Kiicutr.niii. the oil eers do not 
rej ort favourably. E ightecn new boats have Lei n r< gis- 
te co ; Lut the number of serviceable b< ats is 1 ts than 
la-it year, several 1 av.ng been Lioken up. 'Jhe take of 
f sb li ss productive. The sain cn f sheiies not improved. 
No Curing 1 stable hn mts. No conflicts. The habits 
of the fishermen orderly and peaceable.

91 290 - 73 •111 - - 118 - 21 - - No improvement whatever in this district. The take of 
fish le-n productive. Lag nets have been employed at 
the sulnn.n fisheries, Lut with little success. No Curing 
Establishment. No conflicts. Thu fishcimin always 
peaceable.

169 1,055 29 193 1,032 43 29 — 14 — 23 - The condition of the Fishing Establishment much better. 
A sign of improvement. The lake of fish lather more" 
productive. The salmon fisheries stationary. No 
Curing Establishments. No ciiiflicts. The fishermen 
Very ordeily and peaceable.

239 1,105 371 262 1,219 338 23 Ill — 36 Boats and gear, compared with 1844, arc in a bad condi
tion. Since the year ot famine a gieat improvement 
has taken place. The Like ot fish a great deal nmro 
productive. Generally speaking, the salmon fisheries 
have not improved. No regular Cui ing Establishment 
in this 1)i.-trict. Conflicts st Idem or never occur. Tho 
fishermen are orderly and peaceable.

- - - 11 216 15 — - - - - - Improvement in the construction of boats and gear. The 
take offish more productive. No perceptible improve
ment in ihc salmon fisheries. Several snnll Curing 
Establishments, 1 y private parties. The conflicts much 
less frequent. The fishermen orderly.

303 1,073 76 250 1,036 80 4 53 37 T he con di t ion of the Fish ng Establishment only middling, 
stdl there has hi en an improvement. No improvement 
in the take of f sh during the last year No alteration 
in the salmon fi-bery No Curing Establishments exist. 
No eonflicL' amoi gsi the fishermen, tin ii habits orderly. 
The n gistrics are by no means com ph te ; the only way 
to oblige the parlies to register is by prosecuting them.

D 2



28 APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE
Appendix,

State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1856, pursuant to tho

Name 
or District. Boundaries. Registering Officer.

'1st Class employed 
in 1855.

2nd Class employed 
in 1855.

1st Class employed 
in 1850.

2nd Class employed 
in 185G.

Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. | Boys. Vessels J Men. Boys.

Sheephaven, From Bloody Foreland 
to FannetPoinl.

F. Collins, . - - - 245 995 174 - - - 219 999 IG8

Rathmullen, From Fannet Point to 
Ramelton.

M. Knox, 1 3 1 30 40 80 1 3 1 30 40 80

Carne, From Leonan Bay to 
Innishowen Head.

G. S. Penfold, . - - - 110 590 23 - - - 113 G20 23

Greencastle, From Innishowen to 
Down Hill.

S. Shairp, 0 18 - 136 551 19 4 12 - 180 719 30

Ballycastle, . From Hill Temple to 
Garron Point.

II. K. Wasey, - - - 211 587 37 - - -

I 221

603 -10

Canickfergus, From Mountain Stream, 
near Gan-on Point, to 
Tullyoburn, near Bel
fast.

G. II. Gardiner, . 9 35 3 197 512 121 8 33 1 15G 490 47

Donaghadee, From Bars Port to Killie- 
lief.

R. Studdert, 115 511 19 595 1,238 182 118 522 22 G30 1,279 197

Newcastle, . From Gunn's Island to 
Killowen.

C. J. Austin, - - - 211 4G2 G3 - - - 196 411 71

Dundalk, 1’ rom Faddcn to Maiden 
Tower.

W. H. Genny, 12 63 2 296 90G 93 12 63 o 310 866 7 3

Malahide, . From Maiden Tower to
Whip of Water.

J. Irwin, 51 298 48 47 152 y 51 317 43 17 91 8
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No. 13—continued, 
5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1855

Total employed 
in 1855.

Total employed 
in 1856.

Increase sinco 
1855.

Decrease since 
1855. Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Com

manders of Coast-Guards and other Registering 
Officers, up to the 1st January, 185G.

Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. V csscls. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys.

215 995 174 249 999 168 4 4 - 6 The general condition of the Fishing Establishment on 
the decline. Very little sign of improvement. Tho 
take of fish much the same, something more productive 
on Tory Island. Tho salmon fisheries a little improved. 
Bag nets tried with success. No Curing Establishment, 
with the exception of a temporary establishment in 
Dunfanagh. No conflicts of importance. The fisher
men peaceable.

31 -13 81 31 43 81 - Tho general condition of the Fishery Establishment much 
fallen oft' from want of means to purchase boats and gear. 
Tho take of fish was more productive last year. Tho 
salmon fisheries greatly fallen off. No new mode of 
capture has been tried. No Curing Establishment. No 
conflicts. Tho fishermen orderly and peaceable. A 
much larger quantity of fish could be caught if they had 
better boats and gear.

110 590 23 113 620 23 3 30 •• A great falling off in the number of boats and gear. -A 
slight improvement within the last three years. Tho 
take of fish more productive last year. A larger quantity 
of salmon were taken last year than usual, but without 
any improved means. No Curing Establishments. No 
conflicts have occurred. The fishermen orderly and 
peaceable.

142 572 19 184 731 30 42 159 11 — — Tho general condition of tho Fishing Establishment not 
so good. The number of boats increased. The take 
more productive in cod fish. The salmon fisheries aro 
not improved. No Curing Establishments. No con
flicts. The habits of the fishermen orderly.

211 587 37 221 603 ■10 13 16 3 - - Tho condition of the Fishing Establishment not so good. 
No sign of improvement. White fish more productive, 
not so with salmon. No Curing Establishments. The 
fishermen agree well together. Their habits generally 
peaceable. There is room for a more improved system 
of registration. It should bo annual.

200 517 121 164 523 •18 42 24 76 The principal fisheries in this District are carried on in 
Belfast Lough, trawling, dredging, and hand lines. To 
tho northward there may be said to bo no regular Fish
ing Establishment, the boats being manned by farming 
people. In tho Lough are two distinct classes of fisher
men—tho Carrickfcrgus guild of trawlers and dredgers, 
and tho Scotch quarter men of Carrickfcrgus. Tho 
former fish in smacks of six to ten tons; they arc badly 
found in boats and gear—aro very poor and devoid of 
enterprise. The other class arc of a better description 
of boats and gear, and do not confine their operations to 
the Lough, but to the coast generally; they follow the 
herring fishing in the season, and at other times use 
hand-lines, and in the season capture lobsters and crabs 
along the coast. These men deserve encouragement. 
Tho cast pier at Carrickfcrgus, which was built for their 
accommodation, might be greatly improved if a western 
pier or breakwater were erected, and a slip and capstan 
built between tho two piers for hauling up their boats 
and protecting them in stormy weather. With tho ex
ception of a small salmon fishery at Glenarm and Carn- 
lough, all the other fisheries in the district aro not de
serving of the name- At Larne, although there aro 
twenty boats registered, yet only four of them can bo 
properly styled fishing boats—all the remainder aro 
manned by farming labourers and others. At Portmuck, 
Island Magee, there is but a semblance of a fishery, tho 
boats being generally manned by farming people, who 
only attempt fishing in the summer months when they 
aro without occupation. The Bye-Law of October 25, 
1854, having only come into operation since last July, 
there has not been time to ascertain whether any improve
ment has taken place, and it is feared that with the pre
sent race of trawlers no improvement will take place. 
Badly found boats, poverty, want of enterprise, and old 
prejudices being their principal drawbacks. The take 
of fish has been an average. A great many salmon were 
seen to ascend Glenarm River during the last season to 
spawn, and it is expected that this fishery may improve. 
There aro no Curing Establishments. No conflicts. 
Tho habits of the fishermen very orderly and peaceable, 
and never offer any resistance or obstruction to the Coast 
Guards.

700 1,752 201 748 1,801 219 48 49 18 — No Fishing Establishment. A few families support 
themselves by selling fish fresh at the Belfast markets. 
Boats and gear not improved. Not any improvement 
except in oyster fishing. No change in the take of fish 
last year. Little or no salmon fishing, but a few sea 
trout are caught off the coast. No Curing Establish
ments. No conflicts. The habits of the fishermen 
peaceable.

211 462 63 196 411 71 15 21 Tho general condition of the Fishing Establishment 
generally declining. No sign of improvement. Tho 
take of fish has been less productive. No salmon fish 
erics in this district. A Curing Establishment on a 
very small scale has been commenced bv an English
man. Tho instances of conflicts less. Tho fishermen 
orderly and poaocablo.

308 969 95 322 929 75 14 - - 40 20 No improvement in tho condition of tho Fishing Estab
lishment in this district. The take of fish much tho 
same. 1 he salmon fisheries have improved. No Curing 
Establishment. No conflicts The habits of the fisher
men aro orderly an 1 peaceable.

08 450
i

i

55 91

1

408

1

51 7 42 1 The Fishing Establishment reduced nearly ono half. No 
sign of improvement. The take of fish less productive 
according to the several reports from tho several fishing 
stations, except at Kush, where the long line fishing is 
more productive. No salmon fisheries within tho dis
trict. No Curing Establishment. No conflicts have 
taken place. The fishermen orderly and peaceable.
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Appendix,
Table showing the Close Seasons for Salmon and Trout in the different Districts

No. and Name of 
District.

Counties or Parts of Counties 
comprised within District. Principal Rivers in District.

Close

Fixed by

Tidal.

1. Dublin, . Dublin, Kildare, Wicklow. Swords or Meadow Water, Tolka, Lifley, Bray, 
Vartrey, Rathuew.

1st September to 31st January.

2. Wexford, Wicklow, Carlow, Wexford. Potter, Avoca, Courtown or Owenavarra, Sow, 
Blackwater, Slancy, Barrow.

1st September to 31st January.

3. Waterford, Queen’s, King's, Kildare, Kilkenny, Tip
perary, Waterford.

Suir, Nore, Barrow, Mahon, Stradbally, Dolligan, 
Colligan.

1st September to 31st January.

4. Lismore, Cork. Blackwater, Bride, Finnisk. 1st September to 31st January.

5. Cork, Cork. Lee, Carrigaline, Bandon, Arigadeen, Owcnabuoy. 1st September to 31st January.

61. Skibbcrecn, , Cork. Owenahinchy, Roury, lien, Lcamavadarra, Bally- 
dehob.

1st September to 31st January.

62. Bantry, Cork. Four-mile-water, Dounemark, On vane or Bally- 
liekey, Suave, Glengarriffe, Maganigan, and 
Adrigole.

1st September to 31st January.

63. Kenmare, Cork, and small portion of Kerry. Owenshagh, Croanshagh, Cloncc, Sncem, Sheen, 
Rougbty, and Blackwater.

1st September to 31st January.

7. Killarney, Kerry. Laune, Maine, Carra, Currane, Inny, Fartagh or 
Valentia, Carhan, Ownagaie, and Beagh.

1st September to 31st January.

8. Limerick, A small portion of Leitrim, Roscommon, 
King’s, Longford, Westmeath, Limerick, 
and Clare.

Shannon, Cashen, Fcal, Geale, Fergus, Maiguc, 
Askeaton; Deel.

1st September to 31st January.

9. Galway, Galway, and a portion of Clare and Mayo. Corrib, Furboe, Spiddle, Costelloe, Ballinahinch. 1st September to 31st January.

10*. Ballinakill, . A portion of Galway and Mayo. Clifden, Renvill, Ass or Errive, Delphi or 
Bundorragha.

20th August to 31st January.

10» Bangor, Mayo. Newport, Burrishoole, Eallycroy, Munliim, Owen- 
more, Glenanioy.

20th August to 31st January.

11. Ballina,. Mayo, and a portion of Sligo. Owcnmore, Rathfran, Moy, Easkey. 20th August to 31st January.

12. Sligo, . Sligo. Drowore,Sligo or Garroguc, Ballisodare, Drumcliff. 20 th August to 31st January.

13. Ballyshannon, Fermanagh, Donegal, Cavan,and Monaghan. Bundrowes, Erne, Eask, Inver, Bruckley, Bally- 
dore, Glen.

20th August to 31st January.

14. Letterkenny, , Donegal. Ardara, Owenea, Owencocker, Gweebara, Rath- 
melton, Leeiiane, Fairan, Buncrana, G1 n, 
Gweedore, Clady, Ballyness, Larka, Owenganig.

20th August to 31st January.

15’. Londonderry, Londonderry, Tyrone, and portion of 
Donegal.

Foyle, Roe, Faughan, &c. Pa-1. 1 st Sept, to 31 st January.
Part. 20th August to 31 st Jan.

152. Coleraine, Londonderry, Tyrone, Armagh, Antrim, 
Monaghan.

Bann, Maine, Blackwater, &c. Part. J st Sept, to 31 st January.
Part. 20th August to 31st Jan

16. Ballycastle, . Antrim. Bush, Ballycastle, Cushendun, Cushendal, Glen- 
ariff, Glenarm, Faire or Larne.

20th August to 31st January.

17. Drogheda, Louth, Meath. Dundrum, Castlcwellan, Kilkeel, Annagassen, 
Boyne, Nanny water.

1st September to 31st January.



FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND. 31

No. 14.

in Ireland, as fixed by Statute Law or the Order of the Commissioners.

Seasons.
Date of Order of 
Commissioners.Statute Law. | Fixed by Order of Commissiowrs.

For Rod Fishing.
Freshwater. Tidal. Freshwater.

1st Sept, tolastday of Februa-y. — — 29th Sept, to last day of Feb. —

1st Sept, to last day of February. 29th Sept, to last dav of Feb., 
(but fixed nets 14tli Sept, to 
last d.iy of February.)

2.0th Sept, to last day of Feb., 
(but fixed nets 14th Sept, to 
last day of February.)

29th Sept, to last day of Feb. 3rd July, 1854.

1 st Sept, to last day of February. 15th Sept, to 12th February. 15th Sept, to 12th February. 30th Sept, to 12th February. 7th February, 1856.

1st Sept, to last day of February.

Electoral Division A. Electoral Division C.

29th Sept, to last day of Feb.

Electoral Division D.

—

1st Sept, to last day of February. 1st September to 13th February.

Electoral Division B.
1st September to 1st March.

1st September to 1st April.

Electoral Division D. 
1st September to 1st April.

29th September to 1st April.

Electoral Division C. 
29th Sept, to last day of Feb.

7th February, 1856.

1 SthDccember, 1854,

1st Sept, to last day of February. 15th September to 1st April. 15th September to 1st April. 15th Oct. to last day of March. 7th February, 1856,

1st Sept, to last day of February. 15th September to 1st April. 15th September to 1st April. 15th Oct. to last day of March. do.

1st Sept, to last day of February. 15th September to 1st April. 15th September to 1st April. 15th Oct. to last day of March. do.

1st Sept, to last day of February. 31st July to 1st January. 31st May to 1st January. 30th Sept, to 31st January. 13th January, 1855.

1st Sept, to last day of February. 13th August to 11th February. 12th August to 11th February.

Electoral Divisions C, D. 
13th August to 1st May.

15th Sept, to 11th February. 19 th February, 1855,

1st Sept, to last day of February. — — 29th Sept, to last day of Feb. —

20tb August to 31st Jauuary. 1st September to 31st January. 1st Sept, to last day of February. 29th Sept, to last day of Feb. 14th July, 1849.

20th August to 31st January. 1st September to 31st January. 1st Sept, to last day of February. 29th Sept, to last day of Feb. 14th July, 1849.

20th August to 31st January. — — 20th August to 31st January. —

20th August to 31st January. — — 20th August to 31st January. —

20th August to 31st January. — — 2Cth August to 31st January. —

20th August to 31st January. 1st August to 31st December. 20th August to last day of Feb. 1st Sept, to last February. 12th January, 1854.

Part. 1 st Sept, to last day of Feb.
Part. 20tli August to 31st Jan.

1st September to 3lst January. 1 st Sept, to last day of February. 29.li Sept, to last day of Feb. Sth July, 1850.

Part. 1 st Sept, to last day of Feb.
Part. 20th August to 3lst Jan.

1st September to 31st January. 1 st Sept, to last day of February. 29th Sept, to last day of Feb. Sth July, 1850.

20 th August to 31st January. 1st September to 31st January. 1st Sept, to last day of February 29th Sept, to last day of Feb. 8th July, 1850.

1st Sept, to last day of February. — — 29th Sept, to last day of Feb. —
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