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REPORT
OF THE

FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND,
FOR 1856.

To Ills Excellency tile Earl of Carlisle, Lord Lieutenant-General and General 
Governor of Ireland.

May it please your Excellency,

The Commissioners for administering the Fishery Laws for Ireland beg to 
submit to your Excellency the Report of the Inspecting Commissioners for the year 1856, 
which gives in detail, much general and usefid information.

The Sea Fishery still continues, as noticed in our last Report, in a languid and 
depressed state; and except where railways and steam vessels afford facilities for the safe 
and speedy transmission of fish to market, the Coast Fisheries are not worked with that 
energy and vigour which might'be expected from the amply remunerative prices afforded 
by the Dublin and other markets. The Salmon Fisheries are steadily increasing in value; 
and in most cases are in a prosperous and flourishing condition. The Reports from the 
Boards of Conservators will bo found in the Appendix, by which it will be perceived that the 
working of the Fishery Laws has occupied considerable care and attention. But we would 
here recommend, as we did in our last, a consolidation of the six Fishery Acts into one; 
not with a view oi affecting or altering the principle contained in the Acts; but for the 
purpose of rendering that plain and palpable which is at present couched in obscure and 
ambiguous terms; and also to obviate the necessity of referring to six Acts, through which 
the legislation on fisheries has scattered that which might, with great convenience, be con
densed and simplified into one.

We have the honour to be
Your Excellency’s obedient Servants,

R. GRIFFITH.
J. RADCLIFF.
J. G. M‘KERLIE.
3. REDMOND BARRY, | Inspecting Commissioners of 
VV. J, FFENNELL, J Fisheries in Ireland.

Edward Hornsby, Secretary.

Department of H^heries, Office of FuUlc Jl orhs, 
Dublin, 31^ March, 1857.
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4 APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE

A P P E N D I X.

Report of Inspecting Commissioners for 1856.
Sea Fisheries.—We are unable to extract from the Re

turns of thirty-eight officers of the Coast Guard depart
ment, for the present year, much more than a confirma
tion of those opinions expressed in our Reports for the 
last three years : that, as the revision of the registry of 
boats and men progressed, the extraordinary diminution 
of numbers would be exhibited more clearly.

The general growth of prosperity in the agricultural 
districts, and the increasing demand for farm labourers, 
at remunerative wages, easily accounts for the indispo
sition which prevails, even upon the most favourable 
parts of the coast, to continue an uncertain pursuit, 
which, to the class of half fishermen, yielded but a pre
carious livelihood in the best of times, so that in a very 
short time we may expect to see a fishery only from 
some of the important towns upon the coast; and, even 
there, upon a very reduced scale.

We have seldom noticed a more desponding tone than 
prevails through the Coast Guard Reports. It would 
appear that, in most places, the season has been ex
tremely unproductive, and the fishery establishment on 
the decline.

The great demand for fish in the metropolis has, in 
addition to the fact that the boats in its vicinity are 
generally owned by persons of good means, enabled the 
officer in the district of Dublin to furnish more cheering 
answers to the first three queries, as to the condition 
and success of the fishery establishment; but, even there, 
the number of boats of all classes has been reduced from 
399 to 215, and the number of men from 1,613 to 705, 
and of boys from 1S2 to 83. On the north shore of 
Dublin bay, including Howth, Malahide, and Dundalk, 
the diminution is even greater, and the prospects less 
prosperous. At Newcastle there is some indication of 
slight improvement, but the boats and gear are said to 
be in bad condition, and the season unproductive. In 
the district of Killala the number of boats has been re
duced from 787, with 4,749 men and 64 boys, to 14G 
boats, with 1,022 men and 9 boys.

The Schedule of Coast Guard Returns through the 
coast will, if referred to, be found, in most cases, to ex
hibit a depression to such an extent, that we can only 
account for the fair supply of fish in the Dublin markets 
by the increased facilities for transport by rail to that 
citv. From Galway we are furnished witii the first 
hopeful statements. The intelligent officer of that dis
trict tells us that the condition of the fishery establish
ment is good, and greatly superior to 1844 in almost 
every respect. The increase of vessels is more than 
apparent; and that, although the herring fishery had 
failed last year, there never has been a larger quantity 
of round fish taken. He strongly urges the necessity 
for enforcing the bye-law interdicting the interference 
of the trawler while the herrings are being taken.

Galway has been the head-quarters of the two fishing 
companies—the London and West of Ireland, and the 
Royal Irish. We have had much satisfaction recently 
in examining both establishments. The very capacious 
stores of the London and West of Ireland Company 
were supplied with an abundant stock of every material 
for carrying on a most extensive fishery. With a stall of 
moot intelligent gentlemen, there appeared no deficiency 
of every requisite for an extensive trade. On the 27th 
January they had six boats, of which five were well 
vessels; they were expecting the arrival of a steamer 
and five sailing vessels. The trawl net has heretofore 
been their chief source of supply; but they have pro
vided every' other modern means of fishing by lines and 
nets. Their nets, upon a very large scale, were being 
manufactured at the “ Claddagh Piscatorial Schools;” 

and it was gratifying to see that the quality could not 
be surpassed anywhere.

Notwithstanding thccharacter that the fishermen of the 
Claddagh have formerly had, it is impossible to imagine 
any thing more creditable or praiseworthy than their 
general conduct lias been.

Since the establishment of the two companies several 
men and boys have been employed in the vessels of both, 
and their general conduct and demeanour have been 
most unexceptionable. 1'hcy have the good sense to 
see the great advantage of having wealthy employers, 
able to furnish them with all the necessary appliances 
for fishing ; and while some of the imported crews from 
England were neither remarkable for their habits of 
temperance or subordination, the conduct of the native 
fishermen was admitted to have been most industrious 
and exemplary. The London Company were, at that 
time, confined exclusively to the supply of the Dublin 
market. The train prices for conveyance by the Mid
land Great Western line were 30s. per ton, for coarse, 
and 70s. per ton, for finer fish, such as soles, brit, turbot, 
and doreys, if under 5 cwt.; if over that quantity, 50s. 
per ton.

The company had adopted every ingenious contriv
ance, such as boxes, perforated for transporting the 
fish alive, which, however, they found too heavy, and 
returned to wicker baskets.

The Royal Irish Company have also a commodious 
concern, upon a less expensive scale. Eight out of 
eleven of their vessels were at full work in January; 
and they have since then furnished us with a detailed 
report of their proceedings, which will be found in the 
Appendix.

Galway, as a place of general trade, is said to have 
fallen back very much, if one may judge of its exports, 
for the last year, contrasted with those of 1846*.

Oats.
Barley,
Wheat, 
Flour,
Oatmeal,

1846.
.31.200 quarters.
2,600 ,,
3,402 ,,
2,200 cwt.

18,993 cwt.

Oats,
Earley,
Wheat, 
Flour,
Oatmeal,

1856.
2-1,490 quarters.

840
nil
nil

1,820 ,,
The Claddagh fleet is deplorably diminished, sunk 

very low in numbers, but in fair condition.
Bantry District.—From the officer of this district we 

receive very unfavourable accounts of the state of the 
fishery:—

“ The condition of the fishery establishment very unfavour
able. Boats and gear in bad condition, and no sign whatever 
of improvement. No regular fishermen in the district, only 
the peasants, who take fish for their own use. The bay, at 
about the fall of the year, abounds in fish, generally, but not 
the slightest energy or exertion is used to take them by any 
person.”

The same gentleman states that the salmon fisheries 
in his district have not improved; and that there are no 
bag nets, or any other new mode of taking salmon.

Another gentleman, from whom we have more than 
once received correct accounts of the fishery in this im
portant locality, and who resides in Bantry, states:—

“ There are four seines, all in fine order, and amply service
able for all ordinary draughts ; they belong to men of moderate 
means; and I learn from a seine owner, that the past season 
is deemed to have given a satisfactory return to all engaged in 
it—owners as well as men.

“The herrings taken, though small, and therefore of less 
value, realized very high prices, owing to the active demand 
for all kinds of fish.

“ I need hardly tell you that seine fishing, at Bantry, is 
much narrowed to what it used to be, as much from shortness 
of hands, as from its being deemed an unprofitable business, 
being so very precarious.

“ No sprats have been taken, nor has there been much done 
in line fishing.

“ Trammels have had but ill success, owing, it is said, to the
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absence of sprats, and the fry on which hake subsist; but as 
this fishery is followed here by men who make it secondary to 
their farm business, it is a less subject of regret.

“ Trawling has been rather profitably pursued here up to, 
and for a week or two after, Christmas. The chief produce, 
sole, finds a good market at Cork.

“Scallops are being taken so near as the basin within 
Whiddy, by dredging, and bring 9s. the hundred here, for sale 
at Cork or elsewhere.

“ In short, fish share? in the advance that attends every pro
duct of hand labour.

“ You can hardly have failed to note the improved habits in 
their calling of the fishing people that remain, a disposition 
gaining on them of finding something in their way to do con
tinuously through the year, instead of lounging idly during the 
winter, full half the year.”

Kinsale District.—The officer of this district states 
that the number of boats employed, as well as of men, 
are diminished, and arc in much the same condition re
garding- gear; but that there is a sign of improvement 
in the hookers only: that the year has been better in 
small fish, and that it is very difficult to have the 
Registry perfect, being disliked by the fishermen, who 
avoid it as much as possible.

From other sources we have ascertained that nearly 
2,000 tons of sprats were taken this year at Kinsale, and 
far up the Bandon river. It is rather a remarkable 
fact that a large portion of this valuable fish was taken 
in that immediate locality, where the parties interested 
in the salmon fishery of the river Bandon would have 
restrained altogether the use of any nets durim*- the 
close season ; but where, after a deliberate inquiry, the 
Commissioners refused to sanction the restraint.

Mr. Dawson, extensively engaged in the fishery, 
states that last year’s fishing did not exceed an average 
take, but they got better prices. Owing to bad weather 
during the first three months of this year, the herrin<>- 
season was not productive. In 1856 the mackerel seii^- 
son commenced early in April, and continued to the 
second week in .July, a long and productive season. One 
of his boats, having an extra number of nets, took 9,000 
in one night, the greatest number ever heard of bein->- 
taken in drift, nets.

The hake season, on the whole, was poor.
14 th February last, he states—
“We arc now at the herrings again ; two of my boats brought 

in yesterday 12,000 for one, and 10,000 for the other. If the 
weather be at ail moderate I think we could load a few of your 
Dublin boats. About 80,000 of our herrings are in your market 
(Dublin) to-day, bought here at 40s. per thousand. I am now 
planking the largest hooker I know ot; she is 47 feet keel. 16 
beam, and 1 deep, intended for the mackerel fishery: she will 
be hooker rigged and open, using a train oi uets reaching three 
Irish miles."

Dungarvan :—
“ Here there are not more than twenty occasionally sea-going 

boats, verv badlv found. No fishermen, but some old men who 
are with their families mostly in the poorhouse while the boats 
are ashore, that is always except in very fine weather., They 
are all old and badly clad, an 1 the boats scarcely seaworthy. The 
famine years destroyed our boats, the ow iicrs, the fishermen, 
and the consumers of the fish, lucre are,in Abbeyside, eleven 
boats, sea-going, but not well found, those men arc old, but 
do not resort to the workhouse, though they can only go to sea 
in fine weather. OutofRingandLallimigauHherearci leven sea
going boats. Men. young and able, better oll’tlian either Dungar
van or Abbevside men. Boats not well found, and never were.

“If we get the railroad through Dungarvan to Waterford, 
the fishery'here will be well worth looking after for the Welsh 
markets.”

This information comes from a. most respectable resi
dent of Dungarvan.

Oyster Fisheries.—The increasing demand for oysters, 
and the difficulty of procuring supplies from the public 
beds within harbours or estuaiies, still exist, and the 
complaints of great exhaustion ate still general. It must 
continue to be felt unless some decided measures are 
taken to prevent overworking, and the destruction of 
the brood and young fish- We have, upon every occa
sion where an opportunity was afforded, explained to 
complaining parties, or at public meetings, the perfect 
sufficiency of the existing laws to afford a remedy, and 
our readiness to attend to any communications formally 
made by parties interested; but, unfortunately, what is 
everybody’s business is generally neg meted, and parties 
suppose that those desultory communications, unaccom
panied by any specific proposition, shou.d be immedi

ately attended to. We have frequently pointed out the 
ample powers which exist under the statutes to renovate 
our exhausted oyster fisheries; and we now refer to the 
several sections of the Acts bearing on the question:— 
5th <fa 6th Vic., c ip. 106, secs. 1 1, 12, 32, 36 ; 7th 
8th Vic., cap. 108; secs. 5 <fe 6, power to Commis
sioners to suspend fishing; 8th & 9th Vic, cap. 10', 
secs. 16, 17. 18, power to make beds; sec. 19, power
to dredge during part of close season ; sec. 20, Com
missioners to make bye-laws; see. 2 1, proprietors of 
beds may appoint water-bailiffs; 13th A 14th Vic., cap. 
88, see. 41, further power to make ovster beds, either 
above or below level of low-water mark of spring tides ; 
sec. 42, penalty for stealing oysters.

It is hardly reasonable to expect that a public depart
ment, very limited in its extent, can do more than give 
immediate attention to suggestions from parties locally 
interested. It is quite true, however, that such parties 
have, in many instances, been found, from a mistaken 
notion of good feeling, unwilling to curtail, temporarily, 
the very poor sources of occupation in those places where 
the work of destruction progresses; and they will 
neither seek for, or sanction, the only remedy that can 
be applied. We have found this to be the case in Lough 
Swilly, and Lough Foyle, where at present there is 
scarcely an oyster worth taking to be found.

The most important, and most perfectly legitimate, 
oyster fishery w hich has existed upon our shores, is from 
the port of Ark low. It is the nearest point to those great 
and nearly inexhaustible sources of supply, furnished 
by the great sea banks between W icklow Head ami W ex
ford. The ovster fishery has, for many years back, 
been, for a portion of the year. the chief support of the 
fishermen at Ark low. In 1836, on an inquiry held by 
the Commissioners of Inquiry, it was stated by several 
witnesses, that they generally followed the oysters, when 
not more profitably engaged, after the herrings ; they 
were at that time quite regardless of the close time, and 
worked away from January till September, making for 
themselves a close season of four months, from Septem
ber to January, during which time they never dredged 
on the home banks. It was stated that thirty years 
before that time, that is, in 1806, it was thought the 
beds would be exhausted, and further restrictions were 
recommended but not adopted ; and yet the quantity 
was stated to have rather increased.

The period of rest was fixed by the people, by common 
consent; and it was then stated that “ nobody desired 
for more, or ever broke the regulation. ’ Their princi
pal trade was with Beaumaris, in Anglesea, where they 
laid the oysters on banks, from whence they drew sup
plies, for the Liverpool and Manchester markets, at 
those periods when they are in good season, and most 
in demand.

This, in some degree, accounts for the extraordinary 
time fixed by them for close season ; the old four months, 
established by lawr, being from the 1st May to 1st Sep
tember, which period they had included in their open 
season, probably because the weather was then more 
favourable for dredging; and the object being to form 
layings at Beaumaris, the mischief done to the brood 
by dredging, during the summer mouths, was, as they 
believed, more than countervailed by the prices which 
they obtained for the fish in the English markets, where 
the habit of exposing oysters for sale during the summer, 
and for consumption, has, fora longtime, prevailed.

The trade to Beaumaris was greatly cheeked by a 
severe frost in the winter of 1840, and very soon after 
a new traffic sprung up, by the arrival, annually, of 
cutters from the great oyster fisheries on the coasts of 
Kent and Essex, for the purchase of stock to supply 
these beds.

In the spring of 1813 not less than .£8,000 was paid 
by those new- customers; but between that and 1846 it 
was found that the severe gales of east wind, in the 
month of April, very much affected the trade, bv pre
venting either dredging or transhipment; ami the 
parties accordingly called upon the Board to exercise 
the powers given to them by the 8th & 9th Vic., cap. 
108, sec. 19, by extending the permission to take oysters 
for brood to the whole of the month of May; and a 
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meeting- was accordingly held on the 27th March, 184G, 
at Arklow, when evidence, very important and inter
esting, was given as to the expediency of extending the 
open time for stocking only.

We beg to refer, especially, to this evidence, which 
will be found in the Appendix to the Seventeenth Report 
of the Commissioners of Public Works, page 268, con
taining not only ample reasons for the extension, but 
much valuable matter relating to the oyster fisheries, 
from very experienced persons.

This traffic continued for several years without inter
ruption, the Board having assented to the extension, by 
an order, bearing date, 6th May, 1816; but the people 
of Arklow, not satisfied with the prices which they re
ceived from the English buyers, and finding that it would 
be more profitable to return to the old trade of layings 
at Beaumaris, have, for some years, followed that course, 
till 1856, when, unfortunately, they came within the 
pale of a new and stringent regulation, then recently 
established, under an Act passed 18th <fc 19th Vic., cap. 
101, for the more effectual enforcement of the law com
monly called the French Convention Act, 6th <fc 7th 
Vic., cap. 79, from the operation of which Ireland was 
especially excepted, by an ord<r in Council, of the 23rd 
August, 1843. In the month of May, 1856, several 
cargoes of oysters were sent to Beaumaris lor layings, 
under the authority given by the Commissioners in 
1846; but towards the close of that mouth three car
goes arrived, which were sent by persons of the name 
of Boyle, Colvin, and Kearney, from Arklow, and im
mediately seized by the officer of customs, and de
stroyed, to the great loss of these persons; who, having 
been for several years acting under the authority of 
our Board, which, in this instance, was wholly disre
garded by the authorities at Beaumaris, have applied 
to us for redress, by a memorial, dated I Sth June, 1856 ; 
which, after having received the Report of the Inspecting 
Commander of Arklow, 20th June, 1856, we transmitted 
to the Board of Trade, on the 14th of August following; 
but we have reason to believe that the parties have had 
no redress; and having received no instructions for the 
future, we judged it prudent to recommend the people 
of Arklow to discontinue the practice of sending oysters 
to Beaumaris in May, which has been a very great loss 
to them, as well as to the country in general.

Cultivation of Oysters.— There is r.o subject connected 
with our department which we consider more important, 
or more under the control of the authorities, than the 
oyster fisheries; and we have directed our attention 
especially to the question, with a view to the concentra
tion of such information as may aid us in recommending 
either restrictive regulations, where oysters do exist, or 
a judicious system of culture in those places where it is 
necessary to produce a stock by artificial layings.

The best information which we have been enabled to 
procure, is to be found in the 4th vol. of “ Pennant’s 
Zoology,” from which we extract as follows, page 104 :

“ Stews, or layers of oysters, are formed in places which 
nature never allotted as habitations for them. Those near 
Colchester have been long famous; at present there are others, 
that at least rival the former, near the mouth of the Thames. 
The oysters, or their spats, are brought to convenient places, 
where they improve in taste or size. It is an error to suppose 
that the fine green observed in oysters taken from artificial 
beds is owing to copperas, it being notorious how destructive 
the substance, or the solution of it, is to all fish. I cannot 
give a better account of the cause, or of the whole treatment 
of oysters, than what is preserved in the learned Bishop Sprat’s 
Ilistory of the Royal Society, from page 307 to 309.

“ ‘ In the month of May the oysters cast their spawn, which 
the dredgers call their spats. It is like to a drop of caudle, and 
about the bigness of a halfpenny.

‘ ‘ ‘ The spat cleaves to stones, old oyster shells, pieces of wood, 
and such like things, at the bottom of the sea, which they call 
clutch. It is probably conjectured that the spat, in twenty- 
four hours, begins to have a shell.

“Tn the month of May, the dredgers, by the law of the Ad
miralty Court, have liberty to catch all manner of oysters, of 
what size soever; when they have taken them, they quietly 
raise the male brood from the clutch with a knife, anil then 
throw the clutch in again to preserve the ground for the future, 
unless they be so newly spat that they cannot be safely severed 
from the clutch ; in that case they are permitted to take the 
stone, or shell, &c., that the spat is upon, one shell having, 
many times, twenty spats.

“ ‘ Alter the month of May it is felony to carry away the 

clutch, and punishable to take any other oyster?, unless it be 
those of size, that is to say. about the bigness of an half crown 
piece, or when the two shells, being shut, a fair shilling shall 
rattle between them.

‘ ‘ ‘ The places where these oysters are chiefly taken, are Burn
ham, Malden, and Colchester, in Essex. This brood, and 
other oysters, they carry to the creeks of the sea, and then 
throw- them into the channel, which they call their beds or 
layers, where they grow and fatten, and in two or three years 
the smallest brood will be good oysters.

“ ‘ The oysters, when the tide comes in, lie with their hollow 
shell downwards, when it goes out they turn on the other side; 
they remove not from their place, unless in cold weather, to 
cover themselves in the ouse.

“ ‘There are great penalties, by the Admiralty Court, laid 
on those that fish out of those grounds which the Court ap
points ; or that destroy the clutch; or that take any oysters that 
are not of size; or that do not tread under feet, or throw- upon 
the shore, a fish which they call a five-finger, resembling a spur 
rowel, because that fish gets into the oysters when they gape, 
and sucks them out. This fish is known as the “artereas gla- 
ciales,” or common sea star.

“ ‘ The oysters are sick after they have spat; but in June and 
July they begin to mend, and in August they are perfectly 
well. The male oyster is black sick, having a black substance 
in the fin ; the female, white sick, as they term it, having a 
milky substance in the tin.’”

We add the following extract from the History of 
Rochester:—
“Great part of the inhabitants of Stroud, near Rochester, 

are supported by the fisheries, of which the oyster is most con
siderable. This is conducted by a company of free dredgers, 
established by prescription, but subject to the authority and 
government of the mayor and citizens of Rochester. In 1729 
an Act of Parliament was obtained for the better management 
of this fishery, and for confirming the jurisdiction of the said 
mayor and citizens, and free dredgers.

“The mayor holds a Court of Admiralty every year, to 
make such regulations as shall be necessary for the well con
ducting this valuable branch of fishery. Seven years’ appren
ticeship entitles a person to the freedom of this company.

“The company frequently bring broodor spat from other 
parts, which they lay in this river, where they soon grow to 
maturity.”

The trade in oysters may be made of vast importance 
to Ireland if judiciously conducted. £1,500 to £2,000 
are sometimes paid for oyster spat, at Granville, on the 
French coast, by the fishers of Queensborough, on the 
Thames; and between £'20,000 and £30,0b0 are an
nually returned to the small town of Gorcy, in Jersey, 
for small oysters for stock and brood. We receive the 
most favourable accounts of the progress of the several 
layings for which the Commissioners have granted 
licences ; and there is a very general disposition evinced 
to increase those establishments.

Many persons who have heretofore claimed a several 
right in oyster beds, but which they have so far ne
glected to preserve, as not only to have left their rights, 
as against the public, very questionable, and the grounds 
very bare of oysters, have applied for licences to the 
Commissioners, under the 17th section of the Sth & 9th 
Vic., cap. 108, as owners or occupiers of the land 
bordering on the sea or estuary, alleging that there is 
nothing in that section to prevent them from obtaining 
such licence, if there be no claim of a public right 
made. We have, in some such cases, held preliminary 
meetings of inquiry; and wherever we have seen any 
grounds for the claim of a public right, we have recom
mended the refusal of the licence, notwithstanding the 
nearly total exhaustion of the place.

Lobster Fisheries.—Among the advantages derived 
from the facility of transit by railway communication, 
has been a most unusually abundant supply of lobsters 
from Galway into the Dublin market. They are 
brought chiefly by Bianconi’s cars, from Connemara to 
Galway, and thence by rail. They are generally sold 
alive, and in excellent condition. Complaints have been 
made that lobsters, much too small in size, are taken, 
and that there should be some limit. We observe, how
ever, in “ Pennant’s Brit. Zoology,” a letter from 
Scarborough, which we give, states “ that lobsters only 
grow in size while their shells are in their soft state.”

Pennant states, vol. iv., page 10:—
“The habitation of this species is in the clearest water, at 

the foot of rocks that impend over the sea.
“They begin to breed in the spring, and continue breeding 

most part of the summer. They propagate ‘ more humano,' and 
are extremely prolific. Dr. Baxter says he counted 12,444 
eggs under’ the tail, besides those that remained in the body 
unprotruded. They deposit their eggs in the sand, where they
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arc soon hatched. Lobsters change their crust annually. Pre- 
viousto their putting off their old one they appear sick, languid, 
and restless. They totally acquire a new coat in a few days, 
but during the time that they remain defenceless they seek 
some very lonely place.

“It is also remarkable that lobsters and crabs will renew 
their claws, if by accident they are torn off’; and it is certain 
they will grow again in a few weeks.

“ They are very voracious animals, and feed on sea weeds, 
on garbage, and on all sorts of dead bodies.”

Registry of Fishing Vessels and Men employed.—This 
important object is not yet so effectually attained through 
the whole coast as to enable us to furnish a summary 
which can be relied upon.

In the Appendix to our last Report, page 13, will be 
found the copy of a letter from Captain Lockyer, R.N., 
Inspecting Commander of the Queenstown district, 
offering very judicious suggestions on the subject.

This gentleman, determined to follow up his views, 
and, if possible, to furnish accurate returns, issued, on 
the 10th of January last, a circular to all the officers of 
his district, of which the following is a copy :—

“The officers and chief boatmen in command of stations 
are requested to fill up, correctly, a form, similar to the one en
closed ; and as the Inspecting Commander is anxious to furnish 
a correct and faithful report, showing the actual number of 
vessels registered, and the actual number of men and boys, 
bona fide fishermen, employed, and not an approximate or 
average; he requests that care may be taken on this occasion. 
The Reports hitherto furnished have not only been incorrect, 
but injurious, because they arc laid before Parliament, and 
convey a wrong and untruthful impression. The Inspecting 

Commander, therefore, docs not wish to send in a form filled 
up for form’s sake,; but desires, as nearly as possible, to send 
in a correct account of the vessels, boats, men, and boys; and he 
will feel obliged if the officers and chief boatmen will report 
their proceedings in detail, the steps they have taken to obtain 
this information,and any observations they may think desirable.

First Class. Second Class.

Vessels. Tonnage. Men. Boys. Boats. Men. Boys.

“(Signed) W. N. Lockyer, i. c.
“January 10, 1857.”

Captain Lockyer’s answer to the eighth query, in 
reference to the Registry, is,—“ Unavoidably imperfect, 
under existing circumstances.”

No other answer could have been expected, inasmuch 
as no authority had been given to him to carry out the 
propositions contained in his letter of March 24, 1856.

It will be seen, however, that his last circular was 
attended to, at least in one instance.

Mr Stovin, the chief officer of the Crosshaven station 
of the Queenstown district, has kindly furnished us with 
the very interesting detailed return, which he sent into 
the head of his district, which we now subjoin:—

A Return of Vessels, Boats, that get their living “ bond fide" by Fishing, belongingto the “Crosshaven” Guard.
Registered 
Number.

Name of Vcsscl or

Boat.

Port or Place 
to which 

belonging.

Ton

nage.
Name of Owner.

l
Description.

Number 
of Crew 
actually 

employed. Date of

Registry.

No. of
Certifi
cate.

1st 
Class, 

or 
Sail 

Boats.

2nd
Class, 

or
Row

Boats.
Of Vcs=«?l, Boat; 

bow Rigged. Mode of Fishing. Men. Bovs.

- 2nd,

Do.,

Morning Star, .

Brothers, .

Ring,

Do.,

2i

2$

William Regan, .

D. M‘Donald,

Whale-boat, f 
lug-sail, i 

Yawl, lug
sail,

Hand and 
long lines,

Do.,

2
1

2

3

Feb. 22/54, 1015

A Return of Vessels, Boats, that are used for Fishing occasionally (but do not get their living by it); at other 
times their Boats used for getting Sea-weed, Ferry-boats, &c.—“ Crosshaven” Guard.

- 2nd, Eliza,*

— Do., Mountain Maid,
__ Do., Alary,
— Do., Catherine, .
— Do., Mary,
— Do., Margaret, .
— Do., Hanna,
— Do., Linnet,
— Do., Mary,
— Do., Thomas,
— Do., Ellen,
— Do., Speedwell. .
— Do., Independent,
— Do., Alary,
— Do., John,
— Do., Alary,
— Do., Kate,
— Do., May Flower,— Do., Brothers, .— Do., John,
— Do., Patrick,
— Do., Grampus.* .
— Do., Rate and Maria,
— Do., St. Patrick,

Do., 1 Success,
- Do., ;John,

1st, - 1 Jane,

1st, — Ellen.
1st, — Sir William,
1st, — St. Michael,

2nd, Star,

Do., Mary Ann,
— Do., Gannet,

Do.. Mary Ann,
— Do., Mary Ann,

Do., Princess, .

* Used for fishing for pleasure.

Ring,

Do.,
Lough Beg,

2

2
24

W. B. Warren, .

William Flynn, . 
Patrick Sisk,

Whale-boat,

Yawl,
Do.,

Hand
longli
Do.,
Do.,

and 
ies,f

' No e
sta

bl
ish

ed
 nu

m
be

r ;
 fro

m
 th

re
e t

o l
iv

e,
 as

 op
po

rtu
ni

tie
s o

ffe
r, 

fro
m

 th
ei

r n
ei

gh
bo

ur
s.

N
o e

sta
bl

ish
ed

 nu
m

be
r; f

ro
m

 th
re

e t
o f

iv
e,

 as
 op

po
rtu

ni
tie

s o
ffe

r, 
fro

m
 th

ei
r n

ei
gh

bo
ur

s. May 
May 
May

30/43,
28/50,
8/43,

381
974
351

Do., 2 J- Michael Neil. Do., Do., Do. • 352
Do., 2.1 Simon Murphy, . Do., Do., Do. « • 353
Do., 2i C. Sisk, Do., Do., Do. • 354
Do., 2j Edward Shine, Do., Do., April 17/45, 672
Do.. 2 A Dennis Nevil, Do., Do., Iff ay 8/43, 357

Seamount,. 21 David Conway, . Do., Do., May 1/43, 232
Do., 24 Dennis Daly, Do., Do., Do. 253
Do., 2i Owen Murphy, Do., Do., Do 263
Do , ’William Flynn, . Do., Do., Do. 266
Do, 2| Edward Keeley, . Do., Do., August 8/44., 633-
Do., Maurice Power, . Do., Do., March 31/M, 1037
Do., 2 John Scanned, Do., Do., March 9/52, 1666
Do., 21 B. Dohanv, Do., Do., Feb. 15/56. 1016
Do., 21 John Kielle. Do., Do., May 3/51, 1049
Do., 21 Frederick Kielley, Do., Do., Jan. 20/57, 1047

Crosshaven. 2.'. Henry Fennell. . Whale-boat, Do., May 1 /43, 238
1 >0., 2 J ereniiahQu inland. Yawl, Do., Do. 257
Do., 2.', James Keating, . Do., Do., Sept. 12/43, 771
Do., 2’ N. II. 1 ladder, . Do., Do., July 22/47, 921
Do., ol Edward Sisk, J 'o., Do., July 28/4G. 760
Do., 2! Patrick Sweeney, Do., Do., July 22/49, 963
Do., 2-i M. Fitzgerald, Do., Do., March 4/31, 865
Do., 2 Patrick Payne, . Do., Do., April 10/51, 1043

Ilooker.gib, ]
Do., 12 Thomas Drinan, foresail &!■ Do., Dec. 10/51, 1064

mainsail, j
Do., 6 Andrew Hart. Do., Do., May 1/43, 268Do., 14 T. Caton. Do., Do., Nov. 13/4'1, 9UO
Do., G William Best, Do, Do., May 1/43, 267Do., 2 T. Ilorigan, Whale-boat,

lug, Do , July 20/52, 1078Do., o A. Hart, Gig lug, . Do., Dee. 29/52, 1068
Do., 2 John Smith, Pawl, lug, Do., • Aug. 13/55, 1037
Do., 2 WilliainCallaghan, Yawl, Do., March 1 1 56, 1021
Do., 2 Patrick Barry, Do , Do., Oct. 21/56, 1029

| Ring, 2'. William Regan, . Whale-boat,
lug, Do.. Feb. 22/54, 1016

f Herring nets in the season.
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creating difficulty in comprehending the meaning of the 
law, and often causing obscurity and doubt.

Close and open Season.—Some changes have been 
made and come into operation in close and open season 
since our last report, and some applications arc before 
the Board for inquiry and consideration ; and although 
public opinion is still, to a certain extent, unsettled 
upon this point, we find, upon the whole, that practical 
experience has done much towards correcting extreme 
views, and that less discontent prevails. Perhaps there 
is no pursuit in which men engage more liable to 
jealous controversy than that of Salmon Fishing; and 
the question of close season, the most difficult to deal 
with of all those connected with the subject. The times 
varying when fish ascend the different rivers—the con
dition of the fish in the tideways in particular seasons, 
as compared with those in the fresh waters—the local 
position of the persons interested—all, with many other 
considerations, combine to perpetuate controversy on 
this point.

The desire to capture a few good fish amongst many 
bad ones, because they bring a high price, induces 
some to advocate early fishing, though in doing so they 
may know that many brood fish will be sacrificed : and 
on the other hand, persons located high up upon rivers 
seek to establish late fishing, because the fish will not 
ascend to them until the autumn floods induce them to 
move upwards to take possession of the spawning beds ; 
and there are some who think it a hardship to be re
strained in the highest scources and in small rivers, 
though the fish never roach them until the spawning 
time has set in, ami when they arc not in a fit condition 
for use : yet, as the inhabitants never sec a fish except in 
the spawning season, they set up a claim, worthless 
though the article may be, and destructive to the gene
ral interests as their capture would prove. Hence it is 
that under such circumstances the onerous duty de
volving upon the Commissioners of regulating the 
seasons must- always be more or less embarrassing, 
because it may not always be expedient, while guarding 
the interests of the community at large, to adhere rigidly 
to the rule of repudiating such claims as may tend in 
the abstract to diminish, in some degree, the commercial 
produce of the fishery, when such a course would en
tirely overturn all chance of co-operation between upper 
and lower parties, and, consequently, interfere with the 
all-important object of winter protection, which, though 
a matter of police, and enjoined by the authority of the 
law, cannot, we believe, be effectively accomplished 
unless the voluntary aid of local influence be enlisted; 
and under such circumstances as we have referred to 
wo would appeal to the more enlightened to discourage, 
by example and precept, the capture of spent and 
unspawned fish within those portions of the season 
when fishing is permitted, either at the commencement 
or the end, and for the release of which, uninjured, the 
law provides ; and we arc induced thus to call attention 
to this point, from a knowledge that much mischief 
arises from the systematic destruction of such fish during 
the periods of open season referred to, when it might 
without inconvenience, if there were a willingness to do 
so, be avoided; and we regret to be obliged to state, that 
last season there was an unusual quantity of spent fish 
destroyed during the latter part of February, and 
throughout the month of March, which, if allowed to 
return to the sea, would soon have replenished their 
wasted condition, and again ascended the rivers in prime 
condition and increased value.

We referred in our report for 1854, to the state of 
many rivers, though small comparatively, yet capable of 
producing much value, if individual interest were created 
in them sufficient to induce their protection and culti
vation. Legislation would be necessary to accomplish 
this; and having before made the suggestion, we beg 
again to call attention to it, as we believe it to be a 
subject well worthy of attentive consideration, these 
rivers being at present a waste, capable of being con
verted into valuable sources of food and wealth, and of 
employment to many, and only requiring the enabling 
power through the medium of the Legislature to become 
so. Vv ithin the last two years I’rance has tor the first 
time, permitted the introduction of salmon from Great

Salmon Fisheries.—By reference to the reports re
ceived from the several Boards of Conservators for the 
year 185G, it will be seen that improvement in the 
Salmon Fisheries is steadily progressing. The quantity 
of fish captured has increased, and the value has become 
much enhanced by the extended accommodation afforded 
in transit to market through steam communication.

The Salmon Fisheries of Ireland have assumed an 
importance in the scale of the commercial resources of 
the country far beyond that which attached to them a 
few years since. They have become better appreciated, 
as a more systematic and provident spirit of industry 
has arisen ; their worth has been ascertained; their 
management is better understood ; and their protection 
more generally attended to. The prices recently ob
tained for the rights of fishing arc evidences of the posi
tion which such property now bolds in the market for 
profitable investment of capital. Nine thousand pounds 
have recently been given for the moiety of a Salmon 
Fishery in the West of Ireland, subject to a considerable 
head rent, and a lease of twenty-one years unexpired 
against the purchaser. This property was sold in the 
Incumbered Estates Court. Two smaller fisheries were 
also sold in the West of Ireland—one for £5.000, and 
the other for £2,200. And in the South £10,000 have 
been paid, though the Fishery is subject to a head 
rent of £300 per annum. The prices obtained for these 
several or exclusive fisheries point to the conclusion 
which arises with regard to those enjoyed by the public 
in common, and who follow the pursuit as operative 
fishermen in the waters open to every subject in the 
realm, that they arc commensurately realizing in their 
calling the benefits which spring from an organized 
system of protection ; and we beg to call attention to 
the fact, that the latter interest is, in the aggregate, 
much larger than the former; exclusive fisheries being 
the exception only to the general rule in this country. 
And it is important, as well as highly gratifying, to 
know that the humble fishermen, who depend solely on 
the produce of the waters for a livelihood, share largely 
in the successful results of improved legislation.

The laws enacted for the protection of the Salmon 
Fisheries of Ireland, and the government of the varied 
and conflicting interests involved in this industrial pur
suit having now been fairly and practically tested, are 
admitted to be salutary in principle, requiring little 
alteration beyond a few matters of detail, which should 
be corrected to render the intention of the law more 
clear in expression, and to relieve it from doubt where 
obscurity of phrase may cause difficulty or contention 
in its correct interpretation ; and, perhaps, some amend
ment to secure a more unexceptionable and uniform 
administration of its existing provisions. Further, it 
does not appear to us that much change is required, 
neither is it suggested or sought for by the country. 
However, a strong opinion is generally entertained that 
the present Six Acts in force should be consolidated, in 
doing which an opportunity would be afforded to cor
rect the defects referred to, while, at the same time, 
much superfluous matter would be got rid of, accumu
lated in five Statutes, which it was found necessary to 
enact to render the general remedial Act, 5 6 A ic., c.
10G, passed in 1842, efficient in its working. We have 
for some time felt that it would be most desirable thus 
to simplify and condense the Fishery Laws, and many 
who entertain the same views have urged us to recom
mend it: we have done so in a former report, and bog 
again to call attention to the subject, further experience 
of another year confirming the opinion then expressed ; 
and we would add another consideration which we 
think is not unimportant, namely, that the clear under
standing of the law should be made accessible to all, 
whether to those called upon to administer, or those 
called upon to obey, by removing the superfluous matter 
accumulated in six Statutes, five being amendments of 
the first, and which have become tedious to wade 
through, and difficult to encounter when endeavouring 
to follow a question through the mazes of repetitions 
and changes occupying, perhaps, several sections in 
different Acts, scattered through the whole, and so 
placed amongst the mass of various provisions, that all 
older or classification of subject is destroyed, always
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Britain and Ireland into her markets, free of duty, thus 
increasing the demand for that article, in the production 
of which nature has secured to these countries a pre
eminence in this quarter of the globe, which it cannot 
be expected will be superseded by artificial means, how
ever largely or successfully undertaken ; and this con
sideration of increased demand for a natural production 
of the country should, we submit, be an additional in
ducement to turn such resources to the best account.

J. Redmond Barry, 
Wji. J. Ffennell,

Inspecting Commissioners oj Fisheries.
Dated at Office of Public Works, Department

of Fisheries, 31st March, 1857.

Report of a Tour in Scotland, between the 
22nd August, and the 13th September, 1856, 
by J. Redmond Barry.
Sir,—The Board having approved of a proposition 

that I should visit some of the principal fishing stations 
and rivers of Scotland, for the purpose of obtaining such 
general information in regard to the sea ami river 
fisheries as may hereafter be useful in the performance 
ot our duties as Inspecting Commissioners of Fisheries, 
I proceeded to Glasgow on the‘28th of August. I lost 
no time in seeking an interview with Mr. Thomas 
Anderson, of the Glasgow Fish Hall, having had an 
opportunity, on some occasions when he visited this 
country, of observing his great intelligence ami expe
rience in these subjects which constituted the great 
object of my visit. Mr. Anderson is an extensive fish 
merchant, whose opinion upon the use of the trawl-net 
has been quoted in my Report on the Devon Fisheries 
in 1852, pp. 16 and 17 ; he is the renter of a great salmon 
fishery in Ireland, and a member of a family extensively 
engaged in fisheries in several parts of Scotland.

I found him deeply engaged in the organization of a 
project for the establishment of“ A Great West of Scot
land Fishery Company,” tinier the Limited Liabilities 
Act; ami he kindly introduced me to the solicitors, ami 
some other persons prominent in promoting the object, 
with whom I had some very instructive discussions, 
which greatly excited my surprise.

It is asserted as an inducement to the formation of 
this Company, that the condition of the western high
lands and islands is any thing but prosperous, and conti
nues to be “ one of deep and painful interest to thogcnc- 
“ral public, not only from the rapid decrease of the for- 
“merly numerous and hardy population, but from the 
“ increasing wretchedness of those who remain.”

The cause of this is said to bo the want of employ
ment for the population, arising chiefly from the absence 
or imperfect application of capital; while it is stated, on 
the other hand, that the seas on the west coast of Scot
land, arc known to possess an “ inexhaustible mine of 
wealth.” Not only arc they said to contain greater 
shoals of fish than those of any other country on the 
globe, but now to a (for I peculiar facilities for making 
them available.

This picture was so very like what I have for some 
time been familiar with nearer home, that it furnished 
me with a subject for deep reflection ami close inquiry 
during my tour; and before I venture to oiler any 
opinion upon the correctness of those most unaccountable 
statements, in a land of enterprise, I must be permitted 
to state the results of my inquiries in other places. It was, 
however, gratifying to learn that this effort at regene
ration was warmly taken up by some of the leading 
nobility ami gentry of the west coast, and that there 
existed the strongest reason to hope that so far as this 
project was concerned, the question of an effectual 
remedy would be fairly tested ; ami as the project in
cludes’all descriptions of fish an 1 fishing, conveyance by 
steamers, the use of well vessels, and all other improved 
appliances, the preparation of cod-liver oil ami of arti
ficial manure, the supply of the fresh markets and the 
cure of surplus quantities, ami is undertaken by prac
tical men of business, whose avowed object is profit, it 
is earnestly to be hoped that the scheme may prove to 
be successful ; and I have, since my return home, had

much pleasure in furnishing Mr. Anderson with all the 
information possessed by our department, in return for 
his kind and useful aid while 1 was in Glasgow.

1 endeavoured, in vain, to ascertain why, notwith
standing the enormous supplies of fish, not excepting 
herrings, that were to be found in the loughs and bays 
of the west coast, the great gathering of fishers should 
be found upon the shores of the North Sea, and I hesi
tated some time before I should determine whether to 
proceed cast or west; but having recourse to the uner
ring guide furnished by the statistics in the last Report 
of the Commissioners of British Herring Fisheries, I 
found that while the quantity of fish taken and cured 
on the cast coast, from the Orkneys to the Tweed, 
amounted to G25,05G barrels, the whole west coast, with 
all its bays, loughs, and islands, produced only 88,316 
barrels. [See Schedule 3, p. 1-1, Report for Fishery, 
of 1855.]

I felt also that it was only proper, before I attempted 
any minute inquiry into the working of the Scotch sys
tem, that I should wait upon the official authorities at 
Edinburgh ; ami I accordingly proceeded there : and 
I am bound to declare that nothing could have been 
more kind or cordial than the reception which I met 
with from the Secretary, who readily furnished me with 
all the information I required, and placed me in com
munication with the principal executive officer, Mr Mil
lar, the Inspector-General, the same gentleman to whom 
wo are so much indebted for his co operation in the 
formation of our fishery stations in 1847. It is but fair 
to state, that to the period of my colleague’s visit to 
Scotland, in 1847, may be traced the foundation of a 
cordial intercourse between the superintending depart
ments of both countries. The friendly demonstrations 
made by him were most kindly responded to by Sir 
Thomas Dick Lawdcr; and his successor, the lion Mr. 
Primrose, has upon all occasions evinced dispositions 
not less friendly, and seems to appreciate fully the 
advantages to our common country of a continued 
friendly intercourse between the two departments.

The practical benefits of those feelings have been 
fully illustrated in events which I shall have occasion to 
refer to hereafter, and I do earnestly hope that very 
important results to our countrymen will arise from this 
holy league, so different from what I can remember.

Having learned at the Office of Fisheries that com
munications had been received from Dunbar, near the 
entrance of the Forth, announcing that a prosperous 
herring fishery was then going on, and that some com
plaints had been made of outrages committed on the 
nets and persons of some Irish fishers, 1 lost no tune in 
going there, on the 30th August, and to my great sur
prise and gratification, 1 found that not less than thirty- 
two Arklow vessels, viz., twenty-six fishing boats, and 
six trading purchasing vessels, had exhibited that spirit 
of enterprise so desirable, by following the herrings to 
the cast coast of Scotland, nothing daunted by the failure 
of the East of Ireland Herring Fishery, in the preceding 
summer. There were also ten Skerries vessels buying 
and curing in bulk. Some of the Arklow boats had 
returned home, in consequence oi injuries sustained in 
their nets and buoys, which they attributed chiefly 
to the fishers from the Fife Coast. They admitted that 
the Dunbar people were most friendly, and that the 
authorities of the place had done every thing that was 
possible to afford them protection and redress.

The number of boats fishing from Dunbar, North 
Berwick, and Eymouth, was not less than 5C0 ; and, 
considering that the fishing is all at night, it may bo 
well imagined, ■with miles upon miles of netting, how 
hard it is to preserve order and to prevent collision. I 
was rather surprised to find that none of the Cornish 
or Manx boats, that had been equally unsuccessful upon 
our coast in the summer fishery, were to bo found at 
Dunbar, and one foreign vessel only, from Ostend, came 
to purchase and cure in bulk. 1 had several interviews 
with Mr. Robert M‘Intosb, the harbour master, and 
Mr. Ritchie, the town clerk : both admitted that the 
general conduct and demeanour of the Irish fishers was 
most unexceptionable, ami that the aggressions were 
generally committed by Fife men. The harbour affairs 
of Dunbar arc managed under a local Act, 11th and 

B
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12th Vic., cap 122, and tolls arc levied amounting to 
12s. IOcZ. per boat, for what is termed tithe. A con
siderable addition was made to the harbour by the 
Fishery Board, but it seems to be quite insufficient to 

. accommodate the vast fleet of fishing boats occasionally 
resorting to it. The importance of the trade may bo 
judged from the facts, that within the three days pre
ceding my visit not less than 1,200 tons of fresh herrings, 
equal to 8,400 barrels, and not worth less than as many 
pounds, had been conveyed by the railway to Edinburgh.

Dunbar is under the superintendence of the officer of 
the Eymouth station, who frequently visits it; and on 
a representation of the facts, the “ Locust” steamer, in 
the service of the Fishery Board, was immediately 
sent there to afford her assistance in the preservation of 
order. Upon the whole, the Irish fishers had reason to 
be satisfied with the result of their trip ; and the move 
which has upon this occasion been made in their behalf 
is, 1 trust, likely to insure them a more peaceable recep
tion next year. They have found their way through the 
Forth and Clyde canal, which is sufficiently deep to 
admit of vessels drawing SA feet of water.

The distance from Frith to Frith is thirty-five miles, 
the time occupied is about two days, ami the tolls and 
cost of horse for each of the boats is about .£4. The 
tolls charged on herrings brought through cither way 
are reduced lately to 2s. llcZ- per ton; but our people 
generally find it their interest to sell on the spot, and 
thus does fish captured by Irish adventurers swell the 
columns of the Scotch reports. I consider this canal of 
infinite value to our Irish fishers who have the enter
prise to follow their game : without it they should either 
go through the Caledonian canal, or round through the 
Pentlaud Frith, which was the course taken by the first 
boats that attempted this fishery. I could not help 
deploring the great difference in appearance between 
the Scotch boats and those of our poor countrymen, the 
great superiority both in construction and outfit is 
quite obvious. The best that I saw were the Newhaven 
boats, and with a view to obtaining information on that 
very important point, I visited the place; there I saw 
them of all sizes, completed and at work, as well as in 
progress in the shipwright’s yard. Having found out 
Mr. Robert Bernardo, a respectable boat builder, 1 ascer
tained the following particulars : the boats vary in size 
from 19 to 21 feet keel, about 25 feet aloft, 9 to 10 feet 
beam, and 4 to 5 feet deep ; they are all what is termed 
clinker-built, and sharp both at stem and stern : they arc 
light, and planked with |-inch larch; the cost of the 
hull is from £18 to £20, if copper-fastcucd, about £2 
more; with materials, they arc under £30. They have 
two masts and lug sails. {See accompanying drawing 
and estimate.}

At Newhaven, where there arc about 200 such boats, 
they are generally hauled up on the beach, when not at 
sea. It takes ten men to move them up or down. 
The crews generally consist of four men. The herring 
fishery is their great harvest, but they also fish with 
spilliards and long lines ; and it is quite cheering to see 
the Newhaven fishwives at their doors either baiting the 
hooks or mending nets. The only fixed engines which 
they use arc turbot nets of fine twine, seven inches from 
knot to knot, or fourteen inch mesh. They are generally 
seven meshes deep, about sixty fathoms long, with corks 
at top, and heavy stones fixed by loops about two 
fathoms asunder.

Such a thing as a trawling vessel is scarcely known 
in the Frith. This seems to me to be about the most 
prosperous fishing community I have ever seen. In 
their contiguity to Edinburgh, their orderly habits, 
great persevering industry, ami the indefatigable co
operation of their women, all combined, one can easily 
find the causes of their success.

The shipwright whom I have before referred to, Mr. 
Robert Bernardo, would willinyly take orders for the 
construction of any number of boats such as I have 
described ; and I question very much whether any 
parties about to undertake the fishing trade could do 
better in this country. lie is well supplied with seasoned 
materials, and the same scarcity of hands in the boat
building trade does not exist as upon the Irish coast.

After having visited the principal curing and herring 

smoking houses at Leith, in company with Mr. Millar, I 
determined to proceed northward, and reached Aberdeen 
on the 4th of September, having visited Montrose and 
Stonehaven. My intention was to have endeavoured 
to catch the Wick Fishery before it broke up, but the 
weather became very tempestuous ; and finding that the 
several fleets of fishing boats to the southward of Aber
deen had nearly all closed their season, I went no farther 
north. The fishery was, generally considered, notwith
standing a great deficiency at Orkney, to have exceeded 
that of 1855, by fully 10,000 crans.

The agreements with the fishery crews generally 
terminate with the first week in September, ami I was 
afforded an opportunity on the night of 1* riday, the 5th, 
of witnessing, at Stonehaven, a very joyous scene, when 
the several crews whose boats had gone away, were 
parting for their respective homes. I saw quite enough 
to impress me with the vast importance, the great magni
tude of the herring fishery on the cast coast of Scotland. 
It is quite evident that a great deal of excitement and 
anxiety prevails among persons interested in the trade, 
on the subject of the proposed abolition of the branding 
system, ami consequent reduction of the Fishery Estab
lishment. The subject being at present under the con
sideration of a Commission appointed by the Government, 
it would not be becoming in me to venture any opinion 
upon the expediency t>f relinquishing altogether the 
practice of branding ; but I should not only fear that the 
absence of all superintendence would bchigldy prejudicial 
to the British fisheries, but would tend to diminish 
materially the hopes which I Lave formed of seeing the 
growing germ of an enterprising spirit on the part of 
our own cast coast fishermen not checked in its bud. 
Notwithstanding the high standard of moral conduct 
which I am willing to recognise in our North British 
neighbours, I should bo very unwilling to advise Irish 
fishermen to rCsort to many parts of tLe coast of Scot
land, if the present establishment be extinguished.

The steady periodical resort of the great shoals of 
herrings to the cast coast of Scotland, for the last fifteen 
years, goes far to contradict the general belief in the 
capricious migratory habits of that fish ; but although 
they keep their ground upon the shores of the North Sea, 
they frequently vary their position, sometimes abounding 
outlie shores of Caithness, and as far north as the Orkneys, 
and sometimes on the shores of Aberdeen, Kincardine, 
Forfar, Fife, ami Haddington, and as far south as the 
Tweed. It is an object of great importance to the fishers 
to be made acquainted speedily with the most favourable 
localities. Along the whole east coast there arc stationed 
intelligent officers, whose duty it is to communicate 
constantly with the head quarters at Edinburgh ; and 
the facilities afforded by telegraph would enable the 
authorities there to inform us of the movements of the 
fish. That there is a cordial disposition to afford us 
every possible aid, I entertain no doubt; and I am san
guine in the hope that the example of last season would 
under such circumstances, and with confidence in due 
protection, induce many adventurers from our shores, 
notwithstanding the charge of “ indomitable indolence” 
to participate in the great harvest of the Scotch herring 
fishery, and finally teach them habits which nothing but 
example and success can produce. Since my return from 
Scotland, I have learned that the Arklow men having 
brought home, clear of all expenses, not less than £8 a 
man, bad resolved upon making a similar trial next 
season, and were already making preparations for 
improving their boats ami gear ; but even our poor 
fishermen can appreciate the advantages of the existence 
of a well-organized department, whose officers are 
instructed to do equal justice, and afford to them 
assistance, advice, ami protection.

Cod and Ling Fishery.
This important branch of the trade is chiefly confined 

to the Orkneys, the Western,and the Shetland Isles; the 
quantity cured ami di ied in these places being 4.4G4 tons, 
while on all the other parts of Scotland it amounted only 
to 1,190 tons. The Shetland islands cure of the above 
quantity, 2,373 tons. No cod or ling appears to have 
been barrelled or cured in pickle on any part of the west 
coast or the islands, only upon the cast coast, south of
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Wick, and the whole quantity is only G,31G barrels. 
The total export to Ireland last year of cod and linsr was 
only G59 tons and 25 barrels ; while the total export to 
Ireland of herrings was 93.5G9 barrels, and 2,746 crans 
in bulk, and the foreign export, for the same time, was— 
344,887 barrels of herrings, and 793 tons of dried cod 
and ling.

The comparatively small import of Scotch cod and 
ling into Ireland may be considered to indicate that our 
native production of that article was not inconsiderable; 
and it is a gratifying fact that we have produced the 
article largely, and, of late years, of a greatly improved, 
quality ; but prime fish of that sort is only used by the 
more independent classes, and there is a large import of 
Newfoundland fish, to the flavour of which our working 
classes appear to have become familiarized, though it is 
said to be only the refuse fish from that colony, after 
the prime stuff was selected for the continental markets. 
1 much regretted having been obliged to close my tour 
without visiting some of the islands on the west ami north 
coast; but having had to sec some of the principal rivers 
before the salmon fishing season closed, I was obliged to 
defer to another time, or probably to leave to other hands 
the further prosecution of those interesting inquiries.

Salmon fisheries.
My first visit in connexion with this important object 

was to the establishment of Mr. John Anderson. Royal 
Fish Emporium, No. 106, George-strect, Edinburgh. He 
is the brother of our Glasgow friend, very extensively 
engaged in the trade, and the renter of several larire 
salmon fisheries. From him, as indeed from every person 
to whom I applied for information while in Scotland I 
experienced the most courteous reception, and received 
the most candid and straightforward information. It is 
a fact deserving of being recorded, that without a single 
introduction, I found my official card a passport quite 
sufficient to secure for me everywhere the most correct 
information in reference to the object of my visit.

At the suggestion of Mr. Anderson, 1 first proceeded 
to Stirling, on the Forth, near which he rents a fishery 
from the Corporation of Stirling. Ho fishes it with dranglit 
nets, and with a cruiveweir, evidently of great antiquity, 
about two miles above Stirling. I have seldom seen a 
more rude or primitive structure of its kind • the wall 
stretches across the whole breadth of the river, having 
but one taking aperture, and no free gap : however, high 
floods generally pass over it, and often make breaches ; 
these casual occurrences, ami the weekly open from sunset 
on Saturday to sunrise on Monday, furnish the only means 
during the fishing season for the passage of the fish. The 
quantity taken is small for so fine a river, but the quality 
uncommonly fine, ami the size laige, running as high in 
weight as 20 to 30 lbs. Mr. Anderson has about five 
miles of river, for which he pays a rent of <£1,1GO a- 
ycar, on lease for fi'C jcais. lie is bound to keep the 
weir in order. . . .

The Forth is considered the third river in Scotland, in 
extent inferior only to the lay ^od Clyde , it is said to 
be ninety miles from source to sea, and is supplied by 
some magnificent lakes in the West Highlands, and by 
several tributaries, especially the Allan and Teith. In 
Stirling the belief is that it is too closely fished. The 
fence months are from the 15th September, to the 1st 
February, which is the uniform time for all rivers 
north of the Tweed ami Solway.

The net fishing is much more productive than the 
cruive. The Teith is the most important tributary of 
the Forth, and being, the river upon which the celebrated 
Mr Smith has furnished a model for salmon passes, at 
Deanston, I had great cause to regret my inability to 
visit that very interesting object, l ie Teith is >said to 
be an unusually early river, and used formerly to open 
on the 10th December, but is now subject to the uni
form season with the parent river. Host persons com- 
plain greatly of this, on.l woul.l ..pen earlier, an,i cIose 
not later than the 15th August, giving the remainder of 
the month to anglers in the uppei waters, as an induce- 
ment to exorcise their influence m preservation. The 
principle seems to he universally recognised in Scotland, 
that no quantum of stipendiary supermtendenee can 
equal the moral influence and united cordial exertions 

of the upper proprietors : and that if their valuable aid 
could be secured, the increased supply would, more than 
tenfold, compensate for the extension of time in the 
close of the season for rod fishing. The importance 
of this system of moral police is so fully appreciated, 
that several persons commercially interested in fishing 
with productive engines, talk very calmly of the 
expediency’' to permit angling all the year round, under 
certain restraints, using the artificial fly only, and, 
above all things, interdicting cross-lines or bait fishing, 
ami increasing the penalties and precautions against 
having foul fish in possession.

From Sailing I proceeded to Perth ; and if the 
beauties of the splendid 'Pay were not sufficient induce
ment, I was amply rewarded in the society of that intel
ligent and excellent gentleman, Mr. Robert Buist, who 
may almost be styled at present the father of the Scotch 
salmon fisheries, and from whose correspondence my 
colleague ami I have derived so much pleasure and 
instruction. Mr. Buist and his son accompanied me to 
the breeding ponds at Stormonfield, about three miles 
above Perth, near the celebrated palace of Scone, on the 
Tay. This river, from its source in Argylcshire to the 
sea, is said to be over 100 miles in length, supplied by 
numerous lakes ami tributaries, and is considered the 
queen of Scotch rivers. The very interesting object of 
artificial propagation, which lias here been conducted in 
the utmost perfection, under the able direction of Mr. 
Buist, and of the resident manager, Mr. Marshall, occu
pied much of the time that I was enabled to afford to 
this locality.

The breeding ponds arc about twenty miles from the 
estuary of the Tay, on the cast side of the river, and 
thirty miles from the sea ; they cover above two imperial 
acres of a flat inch or link, a few feet removed from the 
river, and supplied with water from the mill-lade of 
Stormonfield mills. Three hundred boxes were laid 
down in twenty-five parallel rows, each box partly 
filled with clean gravel and pebbles, ami protected at 
both ends with zinc grating, to exclude trout and 
insects; filtering beds were formed at the head and 
loot of the rows, ami a pond for the reception ol the 
fry was constructed immediately below the hatching 
ground. The ground should be a tenacious soil, or if 
it be gravelly, it should be well puddled, which is 
expensive. In the close of November, 1853, and before 
Christmas, over 280,000 ova were deposited in the 
boxes taken from the spawning beds in the river. In 
the following April ami May, the greater portion of the 
ova exhibited clear signs of life; in June they were 
transferred to the pond, the average size being about 
an inch and a-half in length ; and then commenced 
the necessary process of feeding them with bruised 
or powdered boiled liver either of oxen or sheep, but on 
no account of pigs. They very soon become capable of 
deriving sustenance, and apparently great pleasure 
from food, which is regularly provided for them twice 
a day, and consumed voraciously. During the winter 
of 1854 they progressed favourably, though the weather 
was extremely severe, and their size increased to an 
average of three to four inches. In the close of May, 
the sluices were opened, and a large body of the fish, 
then evidently smolts or fry, took their departure for 
the Tay; a certain portion, amounting to over 1,000, 
having been previously marked, cutting oft* the lower 
dorsal fin ; and between that and the following Au
gust, twenty-two only of the fish so marked have been 
captured, varying in weight as the time advanced, 
from 5 to 9 lbs. Great care must be taken to prevent 
the effects of frost; iron chafing grates with coals are 
used for the purpose during severe frost, and it becomes 
necessary sometimes to break holes in the ice to give 
air, and to allow for feeding.

This migration of smolts was in May, 1855, fish that 
had come to life in April, 1854; and in May, of 185G, 
some returned as salmon, 12 to 14’, lbs. It is however 
an extraordinary fact, that while this fish were return
ing of this weight, others of the same brood wore going 
off as smolts of not an ounce weight, from six to eight 
inches long, having remained in the ponds as pars till 
the following Spring, when they first exhibited their 
changed coats and went off.

B 2
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The migration of 1S5G began early in May of this 
year: about 200 were marked with rings, and 500 were 
cut in the tail; the rings, of silver wire, were inserted in 
the fishv part of the tail, above the caudal fin, and must 
have caused great torture continuously to the animal: 
the smolts went off at about six inches long, two years 
old. The par were allowed to go out at fourteen months. 
About a score of those whose tails were cut, returned 
as grilse, but none of those that had been marked with 
rings. It is believed that they lose the rings as they 
increase in size, that separation bad been produced, and 
the fish injured. There were two instances only of 
marked fish of the Tay, having been taken in the Forth. 
This result has not been very encouraging, but the 
parties interested in the experiment are in no degree 
disheartened, they still persevere ; and considering the 
great care bestowed on the undertaking, there is no 
doubt that although the very important practical results 
anticipated in the increase of the stock in rivers may 
not be fully realized, some very obscure and hitherto 
unaccountable features in the natural history of the fish 
arc likely to bo rendered more intelligible. No care or 
pains have been spared to give the experiment fair play 
the only thing that seemed defective was the mode of 
marking the fish, which with rings I thought cruel, 
and by cutting the tail not likely to be distinguishable 
when the fish increased in size.

The gravel in the canals and boxes is frequently taken 
out and cleansed, in order to destroy the larva- of the 
May-fly, which is very destructive.

The appetite of the little creatures greatly increases 
with their growth : they sometimes consume as much as a 
bullock’s liver a day. Some remarkable facts have been 
proved which thoroughly reconcile the apparently con
flicting theories of Shaw, of Drumlanrig, and Young, of 
Invershin, as to the periods when the smolts descend. 
It having been proved that, of the same brood some will 
appear to have attained the migratory maturity a full 
year earlier than others, and that there is, without any 
known cause, a marked difference in the sizes of fish 
of the same age. Mr. Peter Marshall, the superintendent 
of the Stormonfield ponds, is a most intelligent person ; 
he would willingly undertake to train persons intended 
for a similar pursuit. After the emigration of the 
smolts in May last, it was determined to clear out and 
cleanse the ponds, when a large river trout was found 
absolutely gorged with young fry. I have met nobody 
who dissented from the opinion that they were among 
the most voracious destroyers of the young salmon.

The very interesting experiments at Stormonficld, 
though conducted on a scale of strict economy, have 
cost not less than £500, a very small sum indeed, when 
compared with the great national benefits likely to 
arise even from the solution of some mysterious points.

The fishings both in the Tay and Earn were greatly 
complained of while I was at Perth. Notwithstanding 
the removal of the fixed engines, the stock of fish docs 
not seem to increase. The price on the 4th September, 
was Is. 3c/. for salmon, and Is. 2d. for grilse.

In the Spey also the take was complained of, and the 
Duke of Richmond had wisely determined to close the 
river a fortnight before the termination of the season. 
Fishing terminated on the 1st September. Here is 
the benefit of concentrated control in an individual 
proprietor. It is true that although there are several 
proprietors upon the Tay, they generally act conjointly, 
and the affairs of the river arc well managed. By a 
decision of the House of Lords, in 1817, stake nets 
were abolished within the bar of the river, and within 
two years the rental of the fishings increased from 
£5,000 to nearly £15,000, which they reached in 
1820; but as other ingenious appliances fur capture were 
introduced, they progressively declined, and in 18-12, 
they were as low as £9,000; there is still a general 
feeling in favour of a curtailment for the first fifteen 
days in September, which many would add to the early 
part of the season. The fish is admitted to be not in 
prime condition in September. 1 left Perth, or rather 
Mr. Buist, with regret, having learnt more from him in 
a few hours than 1 ever did before in as many months.

Passing over my hurried visits to the North and 
South Esk, and the Dee, where I might, if time had 

permitted, have obtained much information. I come at 
once to the Tweed, said to be one of the most carefully 
managed, and yet the most rapidly declining rivers in 
Great Britain.

I arrived in Berwick on the 10th of September. My 
first visit was to Mr. William Paulcn, forty-three years 
manager of the fisheries for the Berwick Shipping Com
pany; from this intelligent gentleman I experienced 
the same readv disposition to afford me every informa
tion. He is a man of great experience, and his com
munications were deeply interesting.

1 have for a long time very diffidently ventured to 
doubt the correctness of the theory which generally 
prevails, that smolts return the same year as grilse, 
having attained a most incredible increase in size ami 
weight in a few months. The question was the first 
which I discussed with Mr. Paulen, and with .Mr. Lillie, 
superintendent of the fisheries for the Corporation, and 
his statement was as follows:

In May, 18-50, he marked several hundred smolts, 
averaging about four inches, ami weighing about an 
ounce, before their departure to the sea. None returned 
that ho could find that year. In July, 1851, two of 
the marked fish, which be could identify from the wires, 
returned, weighing respectively 4 lbs. and 4^ lbs.; the 
wires had in this case been inserted in the tail, close to 
the fishy part. In 1855, he marked another batch of 
several hundred; none returned that year, but in the 
month of July of this ycar‘(185G), he got one only 
weighing Gl lbs. He believes the smolts arc always 
two years old before they migrate to the sea.

The season of the Tweed is from J 4th February to 
14th October, but fishing seldom commences before 
July, and the fish arc quite good till middle of October.

Rod fishing is permitted to 7th of November. The 
salmon of the Tweed average through the season about 
13 lbs.: in the commencement they arc 8 lbs., in the end, 
1G to 17. The price on the 11th September, was— 
salmon 15;1(Z.; grilse, 14l</.; trout, 10c/.

The grilse stated by Mr. Lillie to have returned in 
July, 185G, (22nd), weighing G-Ilbs. was produced to 
me by Mr. George Young, preserved in spirits; in this 
ease the mark or ring had been inserted in the cover of 
the gills for the first time. No fish was marked in 
185G. This fish came from the Duke of Roxborough’s 
fishery.

The average take of fish for seven years, from 1845 
to 1851, was in the following proportions for each 
thousand fish :—

February, half month, 22 Julv, . . 233
March, . . . 56 August, . 131
April, . . . .88 September, . . 113
May, . . . .128 October, . 71
June, . . . .138 _____

1
Grilse, proportion of 1,000 fish—

1,000

May, .... 1 September, . . 154
June, . . . .13 October, . 53
July, . . . .371 ■
August, . . . 408 100

Average weight of salmon, for seven years—
lbs. oz. lbs. oz.

February, . . 8 1J July, 12 10
March, . . . 8 31 August, . 14 2 J

14 15|April, . . . 8 11| September,
May, . • .99 October, . 15 11
June, . . . 10 12?.-

Average to end of June,
OZ.

. 9 14July to October, . 14 6

Average weight of grilse for seven years—
lbs. oz. lbs. oz

May, • . . _ August, 5 2$
June, . . .37 September, 5 10J
July, . . • 4 7j October, . 6 11

Average to end of June,
lbs. OZ.

. 3 0
July to October, 8

In produce the fishery has fallen off considerably since
1846.

Salmon. Grilse. Trout-
That year it was 17, 877 39,506 38.6 ’9
In 1852, . . 5,808 28,902 —
In 1854, . . 15, 299 16,739 32,645
In 1855, . . 6,329 13,952 23,786
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In former years the fisheries of the Tweed used to 
produce an average of .£20,000 a-year, and notwith
standing the high price of fish it is now scarcely worth 
<£G,OCO. One-fifth ol the gross rents is applied to up
holding a police force lor protection, but it is insufficient; 
the slaughter during the nights of the close season is 
dreadful; the breeding fish run up very far on the river 
to spawn. The Tweed is said to exceed 100 miles from 
source to sea, and to unwater nearly 1,700 miles of 
country. Its breadth for over twenty miles, as far as 
Kelso, is seldom under 400 feet; and it is very remark
able as a beautiful angling river, in the upper waters; 
but every means are resorted to, to destroy the fish on 
the spawning grounds—nets, rods, and leisters are all 
put in requisition for this purpose. A deadly feud 
seems to subsist between the upper and lower heritors; 
and the poachers, availing themselves of the want of union 
between those parties, and angry with the proprietors 
for exclusiveness, omit no opportunity of doing mischief.

Mr. Alexander Mitchell, superintendent of water- 
bailifis, on the river, to whom I am indebted for much 
information, assured me that such was the state of war
fare on the part of the poachers in the remote districts 
of the ii\cr, that it is not possible to procure lodgings 
for the water-bail ills, and that they have been driven to 
the necessity of providing portable iron houses. Al
though this river is the subject of distinct regulation, 
11th Geo. IV., cap. 34; and Gth Mm. IV.. cap. Go, it 
appears to be in a more disjointed state than any of the 
rivers governed by the general laws.

Each of the two opposing parties contemplates the 
introduction of a new fishery bill next session. It is 
much to be hoped that some measure may be adopted 
calculated to produce a more harmonious state of things 
than at present exists, for on that every thing depends. 
The disunion and jealous feeling which subsists too often 
among the difierent classes of persons interested in a 
river, and not less the too stringent spirit of exclusive
ness which sometimes prevails, will surely be found to 
generate a spirit of destructiveness fatal to the interests 
of all ; this evil is felt most severely where individual 

or several rights are not clearly defined, nor distinguish
able from those of tho public.

In our Report of 1855, Appendix, p. 10, under the 
head of “ Cultivation of Unproductive Fisheries.” the 
Inspecting Commissioners expressed an opinion that new 
sources of wealth and amusement may be produced by 
the adoption of some plan for the concentration of 
scattered and undefined rights on small rivers, so as to 
give to some enterprising individual or collective body, 
an interest in doing that which no single individual 
concerned could effect. I did not omit to bear this 
subject in mind in my progress through Scotland, or to 
discuss the question with several of those very intelli
gent persons whom it was my good fortune to have 
met; and T rejoice to say that the idea met very general 
approval, ami seems to some experienced persons to be 
very practicable; the great question is, how is it to 
be effected ? The first step should he the clear ascer
tainment of the several rights of individuals and of 
the public in each of those rivers; the ascertainment, 
by means the most searching, of the value of each 
division, and a summary power cither to sell the whole 
and to distribute the produce, or to form the whole 
body of owners into a joint-stock company, to manage 
the river as if owned by one person. No doubt there, 
would be great opposition to such a measure from per
sons who have been heretofore encroaching Upon their 
neighbours, and enjoying usurped rights, though of 
little value; there are many small rivers not at pre
sent yielding in the aggregate .£50 a-year, which 
would, if judiciously managed by one hand, be worth 
ten times that sum ; this is fully exemplified in some 
of the small rivers in the North ol Scotland, owned by 
a single proprietor.

I am, dear Sir, very faithfully yours,
J. Redmond D.arry.

E. Hornsby, Esq., 
Office of Public Works, Department of Fisheries, 

29th September, 1856.

Appendix, No. 1. 
Great Southern and Western Railway.

Quantity of Fish conveyed by the Great Southern and Western Railway for the year ending 31st December, 1S5G.
Salmon, 314 tons. Other kinds, 537 tons. Total, 851 tons.

Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland.
Return of quantity and description of Fish conveyed to

Dublin from 1st Jan. to 31st Dec., 185G, inclusive.
Description of Fish. Tons. Cwts. Qrs.

Salmon and turbot, . . G8 15 1
Lobsters, . 121 0 0
Oysters, .... . 20G 0 0
Cod, hake, herrings, &c., . 487 15 0

Total, . 883 10 1

Rates of Carriage of Fish.

Great Southern and Western Railway.
Rates of Carriage of Fish between Dublin and the undermentioned Stations : —

Description of Fish. Bagnals- 
tuwn. Wexford.

Water
ford 

ria Kil
kenny.

Limerick 
J unction. Limerick. Cork. Kil- 

lainey. Caliir.

d. 6’* d. s. (7. 8. d. d. S. d. S. d. s. d.
Salmon, packages up to 21 lbs., The or di nary p arced rat os.

Do. do 22 lbs. to 56 lbs., each, 1 6 o G 2 0 1 6 2 0 2 0 2 G 2 0
Do. do. 57 lbs. to 84 lbs., •

• V 2 0 3 3 2 6 2 0 2 G o G 3 3 2 G
Do. do. 85 lbs. to 112 lbs., ■

o G 4 0 3 0 2 (> 0 3 0 4 0 3 0
Do. quantities above 1 cwt., . per cwt., 2 G 4 0 3 0 2 G 3 0 3 0 4 0 3 0

Turbot, John dorey, soles, plaice, whiting cels,
2shrimps, prawns, • — 3 0 2 0 — 0 o 0 ‘i 3 0 I —

Lobsters, crabs, ovsters, . • n — 2 G 1 (; — 1 G 1 G 2 G ——
Herrings and inferior fish, — — 1 0 — 1 0 1 0 1 — —

When the Rates per cwt. are applied, any portion of a quarter to be charged as one quarter.

Salmon and turbot, . 3s. per cwt.
Lobsters, . Is. 8<Z. do.
Oysters, . 29s. per ton.
Cod, hake, herrings, Arc., . Is. G</. per cwt.
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Appendix, No. 2.
Applications for By-Laws, Rules, <fec., received by Commissioners.

District or Place. Nature of Application. Observations.

Coleraine District, Change of season for pollen, .... Not granted.
Ditto, Change of season for salmon and trout. Granted.
Ditto, To fix a licence duty of .£1 10s. on trammel set nets for

trout, ....... Not granted.
Bullion. District, To reduce the size of meshes of nets, Not granted.
Ballycastle District, Change of season, ...... Granted.
Drogheda District. Ditto, ....... Granted.
Letterkenny District, . Ditto, ....... Under consideration.
Lismore District, Ditto, ....... Under consideration.
Drogheda District, Increase of licence duties, ..... Not granted.

Ditto, . . Division of district, ...... Ditto.
Belfast Lough, . To alter by-law of 2.5th October, 1854, Granted.
Limerick District, Extension of season for eel fishing, .... Not granted.
Waterford Harbour, To alter the by-law of 2nd March, 1852, Not granted.
Kenmare River, . To prohibit trawling, ..... Not granted.
Donegal Bay, Ditto, ....... Granted.
Waterford District, Raising licence duties, .... Granted.
Killarnev District, Ditto, ....... Granted.
Sligo District, Raising licence duties on roads to £!, Not granted.
Coik District, Raising licence duties on cross-lines to .£2, and on draft nets

used in fresh water to £3, .... Not granted.
Ditto, To stop cross fishing^until 1st May in each year, Under consideration.

Ouvane River, . To reduce size of meshes of nets, .... Application withdrawn.

Appendix, No. 3.
Licences to form or plant Oyster Beds.

Licence granted to Place. Date.
William Foreman, . A rd bear Bay, ..... 21st August, 1856.
Lord C. Clinton, . Berehaven, County Cork, .... 30th July, 1856.

Appendix,
Schedule of Licence Duties received by the Boards of

District.

Number and Description of Licences sold in 1855.

1855.
Amount 

of
Licence 
Duty.

1855.
Per centage 

on 
Poor Law 
Valuation.

1855.
Total

Amount 
received 

for Licence
Duties.

1855.

Ave
rage 
No. 
em

ployed.

1.
 Sa

lm
on

 H
od

s. 1
2.

 C
ro

ss
 L

in
es

.

3.
 S

na
p 

N
et

s.

4.
 D

ra
ft 

N
et

s.

5.
 D

rif
t N

et
s.

6.
 T

ra
m

m
el

 N
et

s. 1
7.

 P
ol

e N
et

s.

8.
 B

ag
 N

et
s.

9.
 Fl

y N
et

s.

10
. S

ta
ke

 N
et

s.

11
. H

ea
d W

ei
rs

.

12
. B

ox
, C

rib
, &

c.
 I

13
. G

ap
, E

ye
, &

c.

1 14
. S

w
ee

pe
rs

.

15
. C

og
hi

lls
.

16
. L

oo
p 

N
et

s.

17
.T

ra
m

m
el

N
et

s£
o|

£ s. d. .£ fi. d. .£ s. cl.

1. Dublin, .... 179 1 - 8 - - 1 3 - - - - - - - - - 132 10 0 — 132 10 0 244

2. Wexford, .... ■16 - - 39 - 1 - 17 - - - - - - - - - 124 15 0 — 121 15 0 350

3. Waterford, GO 71 135 li 13 - - 1 - 9 27 7 23 - - - - 377 15 0 — 377 15 0 990

4. Lismore, .... 81 61 23 2 - - 12 n O 24 18 - - - - - - 366 5 0 40 0 0 406 • 5 0 481

5. Cork, .... 135 IS - 45 - - - 8 - - 3 - - - - - - 223 0 0 — 223 0 0 476

G'.Skibbcreen, 16 - 9 - - - 1 - - - - - - — - - 24 0 0 — 24 0 0 74

6s. Bantry, .... 3 - - 10 - - - 5 - - - - - - - 28 10 0 — 28 10 0 83

03. Kenmare, .... 37 - - 11 - - 9 - - - - - 6 - 75 10 0 — 75 10 0 175

7. Killarney, .... 6-1 8 2 48 - - 2 - 5 - 6 1 - - - - 171 10 0 — 171 10 0 408

8. Limerick, .... 196 42 25 63 - 10 44 41 27 - 13 199 - - - - 817 15 0 — 817 15 0 1,650

9. Galway, .... 30 5 - 6 - - - - - - 9 1 - - - - 52 0 0 — 52 0 0 80

JO’.Ballynakill, 22 - - 12 - - 2 - - - - 2 - - - - - 61 0 0 — 61 0 0 101

KRJ^gor, . . . . 5 - - 13 - - - 10 - - - 2 - - - - 52 0 0 — 52 0 0 124

11. Ballina, • . . . 55 1 - 9 3 ■ - - 6 - - - 10 12 - - - - 157 10 0 — ’ 157 10 0 178

12. Sligo, .... 31 1 - 12 - - - 6 - - - - 4 - - - - 51 10 0 9 0 0 GO 10 0 131

13. Ballyshannon, 50 1 - 9 - - - 12 - - - 6 - - 21 - - 190 0 0 72 0 0 262 0 0 177

14. Letterkenny, 19 - - 11 - - - 2 1 - - 5 - - - 6 - 54 0 0 — 54 0 0 105

151. Londonderry, 31 19 - 46 32 3 17 - 20 - 0 - - - - - 394 10 0 4 5 7 398 15 7 663

152.Coleraine, .... 26 5 - 30 - 221 - 10 - - - 4 - - 21 - 244 0 0 84 17 0 328 17 0 605

16. BaHycastle, 12 - - 4 - 1 - 26 - - - 3 3 - - 160 15 0 — 160 15 0 150

17. Drogheda, .... 52 14 7 40 - - - 1 - - - 6 43 - - 144 5 0 — 144 5 0 440

The estimate of the average number of
Salmon Rods, . 1 man. Draft Nets, . 6 men. Pole Nets\ . 3>mon.
Cross Lines, . . 2 men. Drift Nets, . 5 do. Bag Nets, . 4 'do.
Snap Nets, . . 4 do. Trammel Nets, . 2 do. Fly Nels, . . 4 do.
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Appendix. No. 3—continued.

Application to form or plant Oyster Beds.
Name. Place. Observations.

Lord Charles Clinton, . . Berehaven, County Cork, . . . Granted.
Thomas Eccles, . . GlengarifFe Harbour, . . Under consideration.
A. C. Lambert. . Killary Harbour, . . Ditto.
Samuel Hodder, . Cork ilarbour, Ditto.

Appendix, No. 4.

By-laws, Orders, Ac., made by the Commissioners.

District or Place affected by 
By-law, &c. Nature of By-Law, Order, &c. Date.

Limerick District, between Kerry
30th July, 1856.Head and Dunmore Head, Change of season, ......

Belfast Lough, . Trawling not to commence before the 1st April, and to 
cease on 1st December; and trawl nets prohibited at all 
times within a straight line, drawn from Castle of Carrick-
fergus to Rockport, ..... 16th February, 1857.

Donegal Bav, Trawling prohibited, with certain limits, Ditto.
Drogheda District. Change of season, ...... 15th December, 1S56.
Coleraine District, Ditto, ....... Ditto.
Ballycastle District, Ditto, ....... Ditto.
Killarney District, liaising of licence duties, ..... Ditto.
Waterford District, . . Ditto, ....... Ditto.

Mouths of Rivers defined.
Caragh. Spiddle.

No. 5.
Conservators in Ireland for the Years 1855 and 1S56.

Number ami Description of Licences sold in 1850.

1S55.
Amount 

of
Licence 

Duty.

1856.
Per 

centage on 
Poor Law 
Valuation.

1856.
Total

Amount 
received 

for Licence 
Duties 
in 1.856.

1856.
Average 
Number 

em
ployed.

Increase or Decrease between 
1855 and 1856.

1.
 Sa

lm
on

 R
od

s. | 
---

---
---

---
---

---
---

---
1

2.
 C

ro
ss

 L
in

es
. j

3.
 S

na
p N

et
s.

4.
 D

ra
ft 

N
et

s.

5.
 D

rif
t N

et
s.

’ 6. 
Tr

am
m

el
 N

et
s.

7.
 P

ol
e N

et
s.

8.
 B

ag
 N

et
s.

9.
 El

y 
N

et
s.

10
. S

ta
ke

 N
et

s. |
: IL

 H
ea

d 
W

ei
rs

.

12
. B

ox
, C

rib
, M

e.

I 13. 
G

ap
, E

ye
, &

c.

i 14.
 S

w
ee

pe
rs

.
15

. C
og

hi
lls

.

• 16.
 Lo

op
 N

et
s,

17
.T

ra
m

ni
el

N
et

si’
5

Increase 
in Amount.

Decrease 
in Amount.

In
cr

ea
se

 in
N

um
be

r e
m

pl
oy

ed
.

| Decrea
se

 in
. N

um
be

r e
m

pl
oy

ed
.

i 1 1 £■ «. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. .£ «. d.

196 1 - ■15 - 1 1 - 152 0 0 152 0 0 295 19 10 0 — 51 -

57 - 1 J - 3 - 15 - - - - - - 125 5 0 — 125 5 0 351 0 10 0 — 1 -

60 75 i 135 11 13 1 - 1 9 26 6 2° - - - - 378 0 0 — 378 0 0 995 0 5 0 — 5 -

85 82 17 1 - - - 13 ;; 23 17 - - - - - - 376 15 0 10 0 0 •116 15 0 •196 10 10 0 — 15 -

182 21 39 - 0 - - 3 - - - - 251 0 0 — 251 0 0 502 28 0 0 — 26 -

18 — 10 - - 1 - - - - - - - - 26 10 0 — 2(5 10 0 82 2 10 0 8

5 - — 13 - - 39 10 0 — 39 10 0 111 11 0 o — 28 -

•19 — - 9 - - 7 - - - - 6 - - - 73 10 0 — 73 10 0 167 — 2 0 0 - 8

88 8 o • > 17 - - ft 5 1 — - — 183 15 o 183 15 0 433 12 5 0 — 25 -

191 10 22 15 37 10 32 - 13 Ko 956 6 H — 956 6 8 1,550 138 11 8 — 100

31 9 5 - - - - g (1 - - •11 0 o — 11 0 0 95 — 8 0 0 15 -

35 - 11 - - 1 - - - 2 71 10 0 — 71 10 0 123 10 10 0 — 22 -

9 - 17 — - 12 - - 3 - 125 10 0 — 125 10 0 160 73 10 0 — 36 —

61 - s 1 - - 7 - 10 12 - - 157 10 0 — 157 10 0 175 — — - 3

27 - 9 - - i 1 . - - - •> •1 - - - - 72 10 0 — 72 10 0 106 12 0 0 — - 25

50 I - h - - I ! 17 1 _ - - 25 - 219 0 0 70 0 0 289 0 0 204 27 0 0 — 27 -

29 1 - 11 1 - -
1

1 1 1 1 - 71 10 0 71 10 0 132 17 10 o — *‘7 -

(13 10 — 21 - i ; 21 1 " r.
1

1 - - 11 i 10 0 tio 10 0 351 11 II 5 — - 312

11 L 1 - 22< ’ Il 1 - - - 39 I 1 I - - 291 10 0 71 7 0 362 17 0 881 31 0 o — 270 -

22 - - 1 ” * - - •- 3 1 - - - ](:6 10 0
|

— 1C<> 10 0 157 5 15 0 — 7 -

11 h 1 - ! (
1

—
1

- - < •10
i

- 1 - - 176 10 0 176 10 0 529 32 5 0 — 89 -

men employed, is made up as follows: I |
Stake Nets, . . 4 men. 1
Head weirs, . .Im 
13ox,crib,&c.(every 5) i men. 1

G:’.n,I y. •,&«. . 
8w« oners, 
Cugbills,

. 2 mon. 1

. r> do.
1 man.

T.oopnr brame Nets, .
Trammel Nets, 1

1 mini.
1 du.
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Appendix. Appendix,
Abstract of Statements from Boards of Conservators as

Number and Name of District. General state of the Salmon 
and Inland Fisheries.

Whether the Take of Salmon 
in IS'ai was more or less 
productive than in 1S55.

Average price of Salmen 
obtained by the Captors.

1.—Dublin, | A great improvement is visible. 
The salmon fisheries very 
much improved.

More productive. Is. to Is. 4<Z. per lb.

2.—Wexford, . Satisfactory. The salmon fish- 
l erics have improved, and a 

good prospect.

The take of 185G has been more 
productive than preceding 
year.

About 8<Z. per lb.

3.—Waterford, . The upper waters well stocked 
with breeding salmon; the 
take of new fish in the harbour 
and tideway, moderate; in 
the fresh waters, great de
struction of breeding fish before 
and since the season opened.

More productive. From Is. 7<Z. to 2s. \<l

4.—Lismore, General state of the salmon 
fisheries is very good, and 
improving every season.

More productive. About Is. per lb.

5.—Cor’;, .... A great improvement, and a 
further prospect; the run of 
spawning tish was much 
greater than any former year.

About the same. About Is. per lb.

61.—Skibbereen, Improving; a little improve
ment.

?>Iorc productive. About 5<Z. per lb.

G-.—Bantry, Good ; the salmon fisheries have 
improved, and greater interest 
is taken in their protection and 
propagation.

The year 1856 was twice as 
much as preceding years, for 
the last ten.

•li’<Z. to 5<Z. per lb.

G3.—Kenmare, . Much improved; progressively 
improving.

The take of fish much greater 
in 1856 than the preceding 
year.

About Gd. per ib.

7.—Killamey, . About the same as last year; 
as far as the spring months 
are concerned, not improved ; 
summer fishing very fair.

Not so good as the preceding 
year.

From Gd. to Is. 3d. per lb.

8.—Limerick, Very satisfactory; they have 
considerably improved, ami 
exhibit un mi stakeable indica
tion of still further improve
ment.

Rather less productive in the 
take of spring fish, owing 
to the prevalence of easterly 
winds, hut considerably more 
productive in the take of sum
mer fish ; the summer fishing 
far surpassed the most san
guine expectations.

Not certain.

9.—Galway, In a most promi.-ing state; a 
great improvement, and every 
pro-pect of further improve
ment.

Last year has far exceeded 
many former years.

About 8cZ. nor lb.

10>.—Ballynakiil, A perceptible improvement 
since 1849, and every pros
pect of further improvement.

Considerably more productive. About Gd. per lb.

103.—Bangor, Much improved, and very good 
prospect.

Much more. From 4<Z. to GtZ. per lb.

IL—Ballina, Last year's catch having been 1 
only very little better than | 
preceding year, which was i 
much under the average, could 
not say that there has been 
any improvement.

The take of fish in 1856, a little 
more productive.

About 4<Z. per lb.
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No. 6.
to the State of the Salmon and Inland Fisheries of Ireland.

Whether Salmon 
purchased chiefly for 
Exportation or Homo 

Consumption.

The amount of Pro
tection during Close 

Season of 1856, as 
compared with preceding 

year of 1855.

Whether the quan
tity of Breeding Fish 
observed in the Rivers 

has been greater or 
less than preceding 

Year.

Suggestions 
from Conservators.

Number of Water 
Bailiff's on an 

average employed.

Chiefly home consump
tion.

Considerable. Greater. Net fishing in upper wa
ters to be prohibited by 
by-law, and to stop in 
tideway, on 1st July; 
a clause to be introduced 
into present Petty Ses
sions’ Bill to award fines 
and penalties as provided 
by Fishery Acts.

Principally for exporta
tion, ten to one ex
ported.

Much greater. Much greater. Change in the close season, 
and prohibition of fine 
nets through the whole 
year, above certain points 
in the river.

About 11.

Principally for exporta
tion.

Much the same. Very considerable. — —

Almost exclusively for 
exportation.

About the same. Never had so many 
breeding fish ; the 
number in the rivers 
at present exceeds that 
known for years.

Extending the season for 
angling, and appropria
ting fines as directed by 
Fishery Acts.

31.

Chiefly for exportation. Protection has been car
ried out as well as former 
years, but the payment 
of the expenses of fish 
passes has prevented as 
many builifls being em
ployed as on former year.

Much greater. Increase of licence duties 
on all engines to the 
maximum ; and extend 
the season for angling.

8 to 10.

None for exportation. The same. Greater. Further extension of sea
son.

2.

Principally for exporta
tion ; not one in a hun
dred for home con
sumption.

Much greater. Very large, and is 
thought much greater.

Fines and penalties should 
go to their original source, 
the protection of the fish
eries.

4 in close season;
3 in open season.

Chiefly for exportation. Much the same. Much greater. Alteration of season as 
regards rod fishing ; the 
person using a rod should 
be licensed, and not the 
engine itself; and any 
person found fishing with
out licence in a river 
frequented by salmon 
should he liable to pe
nalty.

13.

Almost exclusively for 
exportation.

Amount of protection 
about the same.

Greater. — 41.

Chiefly for exportation ; 
owing to the high price 
of spring fish very little 
is purchased for homo 
consumption.

Mueh greater; the amount 
paid to water bailiff's in 
1855, was £5'26 1 Is., and 
in 1856, £631 6s. 8</.

Considerably greater. — About 70 in the close 
season, and 50 in 
the open season.

Chiefly for exportation. Much on the same average. Much greater. — From 60 to 100.

About one half for ex
portation.

Protection equal to for
mer year.

Much greater. Fines and penalties to go 
to their original source, 
the protection of the fish
eries.

51.

Nearly all for exporta
tion.

More protection during 
last season than ou any 
preceding season.

Much greater. — From 40 to 50.

Chiefly for exportation. Much the same. Much the same.

|

The Conservators refer to j 
the various resolutions 
on the subject of required 
change in the meshes of 
nets.

About 250.

Appendix.

Report of Inspecting
Commissioners of
Fisheries for 1856.

C
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Appendix. Appendix,
Abstract of Statements from Boards of Conservators as

Number and Name of District. General state of the Salmon 
and Inland Fisheries.

Whether tho Take of Salmon 
in 185G was more or loss 
productive than in 1855.

Average price of Salmon 
obtained by the Captors.

12.—Sligo, .... The inland fisheries improving 
to a great extent.

The take of fish in 18.56, not so 
good.

Cannot say.

13.—Ballyshannon, Appearance good; th ey have 
improved, and arc likely io 
improve.

The year of 1856 was less pro
ductive.

About 5d. per lb.

14.—Letterkenny, Rather improving; a good 
prospect.

About the same as preceding 
year.

About 8c/. per lb.

15’.—Londonderry, Good; they have improved a 
little.

More. About Cd. per lb.

15!.—Coleraine, . This district is in good working 
order ; the water bailiffs are 
attentive, and are well assisted 
by the Constabulary; the 
salmon fisheries are improved, 
and a good prospect of further 
improvement.

The year 1856 has been more 
productive than the former 
year.

From Gid. to Is. Id. per lb.

16.—Ballycastle, . They have improved on the 
whole, and expected to con
tinue to do so.

More productive. From Gd. to 2s. per lb.

17.—Drogheda, . Further improvement is ex
pected from the increase of 
breeding fish observed in the 
spawning beds.

More productive. About Is. 8<Z. per lb.

Appendix,

Schedule of Licence Duties payable in each District in

District. 1. Salmon 
Rods.

2. Cross 
Lincs.

3. Snap 
Nets.

•1. Draft 
Nets.

5. Drift 
Nets.

G. Trammel 
Nets 

for Pollen.
7. Polo 
Nets.

£ s. d. £ s. d. .£ s. d. £ s. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d. £ t. d.

1. Dublin, . . 0 10 o 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0

2. Wexford, ..... 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

3. Waterford, .... 0 10 0 1 G 8 1 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 16 8

4. Lismore, . 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

Tidal. I

5. Cork, ..... 0 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 J 1 10 0
] Up. Waters.

h io o 0 15 0 1 0 0
|_2 0 0 j

O’. Skibbcreen, .... 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

62. Bantry, ..... 0 10 o 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

63. Kenmare, .... 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 ] 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

7. Killarney, .... 0 10 o 1 10 0 I 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

8. Limerick, .... 0 10 0 1 6 8 1 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 1 6 8

9. Galway, . • • 0 10 0 10 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

lO’.Ballynakill, . 0 10 o 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0

102. Bangor,.......................................... 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0

11. Ballina, . 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0

12. Sligo,.......................................... 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 O 1 10 0 2 0 0

13. Ballyshannon, . 1 o o 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0

14. Letterkenny, . 0 10 o 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 o 0 15 0 1 0 0

15*. Londonderry, . 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0

15s. Coleraine, .... 0 10 o 10 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 10 0 1 0 0

10. Ballycastle, .... 0 10 o 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0

17. Drogheda, . 0 10 o 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 O 0
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No. G—continued. Appendix.

Report of Inspectin
Commissioners of
"Fisheries for 1856.

to the State of the Salmon and Inland Fisheries of Ireland—continued.

Whether Salmon 
purchased chiefly for 
Exportation or Homo 

Consumption.
i

The amount of Pro
tection during Close 

Season of ISoG, as 
compared with preceding 

year of ls55.

Whether thoquan- !
tity of Breeding Fish 

observed in the Rivers 
has been greater or 
less than preceding 

Y ear.

Suggestions
from Conservators.

Number of Water 
Bailiffs on an 

average employed.

None purchased for ex- , 
portation.

Good protection by the 
proprietors.

Much greater. — From G to 10.

Chiefly for exportation. Protection about the same. Greater. — 170.

Almost all for exporta
tion.

The same amount of pro
tection.

Greater. — About 50.

Principally for exporta
tion.

More. Greater. — 25 by Conservators;
110 by Lessee of 
Foyle.

About two-thirds ex
ported.

Greater. Greater than for the last 
eleven years.

It would be of material 
service to sanction the 
use of trammel nets for 
trout, ata licence duty 
of £ 1 10s. to be used only 
iu Lough Neagh.

About 42 employed 
by the Conserva
tors, and 20 by 
private parties.

Two-thirds exported. Much the same. Greater. Change in season ; for sea 
nets to stop fishing on 
12th August: and ang- 
ling to commence on 1st 
February.

3 permanent, and
15 during close 
season.

Principally for exporta
tion.

Better. Rather less. — 7.

No. 7.
Ireland on Engines used for Fishing, on 1st January, 1857.

I. Bag Nets. 9. Fly Nets. 0. Stake Nets. 11. Head 
Weirs.

12. Box, Crib, 
&c.

13. Gap, Eye, ■ 
<fcc. 14. Sweepers. 15. Coghiils. 16. Loop Nets.

£ 3. d. X s. d. X S. d. X s. d. £ 3. d. £ s. d. X s. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d.

a 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — — —

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — — —

3 6 8 3 6 8 10 0 0 2 0 0 3 6 8 0 13 4 — — —

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — — —

5 0 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 5 0 0 0 10 o — — —

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — — —

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — —

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 —

3 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 2 0 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — — —-

3 6 8 3 6 8 10 0 0 2 0 0 3 6 8 G 10 0 — — —

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — — —

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — — —

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — — —

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 10 0 — — —

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 *• — —

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — —

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — — 0 10 0

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — — —

5 0 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — —
i

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — —

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — — —

C 2



20 APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE
Appendix,

State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1857, pursuant to the

Name 
or District. Boundarfes. Registering Officer.

1st Class employed 
in 1856.

2nd Class employed 
in 1856.

Total employed 
in 1856.

1st Class employed 
in 1857.

Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. iBovs.1 ' Vessels.
|

Men. 'Boys.
1

Vessels. Men. Boys.

Dublin, From "Whip of "Water 
Nth., to the Breaches, 
South.

J. A. Shears, 55 171 50 152 •117 30 207 G18 80 59 183 53

Arklow, From the Breaches, to 
Sluice River.

J. Bowie, 225 1,399 117 99 395 64 324 1,794 181 223 1,325 115

Wexford, From Sluice River to
Bannow, Co. Wexford.

P. Campbell, 47 230 5 178 G89 31 225 919 3G 47 5 228

Waterford, . From Bannow to Bally- 
voile Bridge,Co. Water
ford.

W. G. Mansfield,. •17 172 20 253 961 50 300 1,133 70 •18 175 19

Youghal, From Ballyvoile to 
Ballywiliiam Cove.

T. "World, . 69 481 43 324 1,395 1-15 393 1,876 188 6G 464 41

Queenstown, From Reddington, Ring
Point, to Bally william 
Flat Head, Horse 
Head.

W. N. Lockyer, . IS 173 10 276 858 73 32-4 1,031 83 50 180 11

Kinsale, From Flat Head to 
Inchy Bridge.

J. A. St. Leger, . 78 GSG 8G 510 3,052 50 588 3,738 136 40 247 33

Skibbereen, .

/

From Hollyinch y Bridge 
to Three Castle Head.

C. K. Jackson, 3-1 ISO 34 464 1,401 313 498 1,581 347 25 170 18

Whitehorse, From Three Castle Head 
to Glengariff.

W. Townsend, 1 6 o 40 135 15 41 141 17 - 6 2

Castletown, . From Shot Head to 
Sncem, Co. Kerry.

T. Hungerford, . Cl 227 4 1,687 7,847 127 1,751 8,074 131 64 227 4

Westcove, . From Sneem to River 
Eroyknock.

A. Kennedy, 12 40 40 170 720 2G 182 700 G6 11 33 -

Knightstown, From Enagh River to
Castlemaine.

W. Lyons, . 1 3 - 2-11 1,102 29 242 1,105 29 1 3 -

Dingle, From Cromane Point 
(Bull Head) to Blen- 
nerville.

A. Hobart, 13 53 3 157 752 6 170 805 9 10 40 -

Ballyheiguc, From Blennerville to 
Cashen River.

II. L. Lawrence, . 22 101 33 128 - 55 229 - 22 100 -
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No. 8.
5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1856.

2nd Class cmplovcd 
in 1857.

I

i
Total employed 

in 1857.
Increase since 

1856.
Decrease since 

185G. Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Com
manders of Coast-Guards and other Registering 

Officers, up to tho 1st January, 1857.
Vessels. Men. Boys.

1
Vessels. | Men. | Boys. Vessels. Men.

1
Boys, j Vessels. Men. Boys.

156 522 30
1

215 705 83 8 87 3 - - - The condition of the Fishing Establishment improving, 
and signs of improvement. Tho fisheries more produc
tive. The salmon fisheries not improved. No new 
method of taking salmon. No disturbances of any 
kind. Tho habits of the fishermen very fair, generally.

102 407 62 325

11

1,732 177 1 — — 62 4 Somewhat improved in boats and nets. Very little 
sign of improvement. Tho take of tisli better than 
preceding year, but not by any means good. Scarcely 
any salmon in this district. No Curing Establishments. 
The habits of the fishermen generally orderly, except in 
eases of wrecks on the coast.

714 31 - 7G1 36 228 536 - 192
1

883 - No improvement. The take of fish about the same. 
Tho salmon fisheries better than the former year. No 
Curing Establishments. No conflicts. The habits of 
the fishermen orderly and peaceable.

25G 969 52 304 1,144 71 4 11 1 - - - No difference in the condition of the Fishing Establish
ment. A bad take of fish throughout 1856. No par
ticular improvement in the salmon fisheries. No Curing 
Establishment. The habits of the fishermen peaceable.

.339 1,437 71 405 1,901 112 12 25 - - - 76 Tim general condition of the Fishing Establishment on 
the decline No sign of improvement. The take of 
fish less productive. The salmon fisheries improved. 
No Curing Establishment Tho habits of iho fishermen 
orderly and peaceable. The registry is in a very con
fused state. A new registry is much required.

229 875 85 27!) 1,055 96 - 24 13 45 - -
No improvement, The take of fish much the same as 

hitherto. Salmon fisheries same as before. No Curing 
Establishments. No conflicts. The habits of the 
fishermen peaceable and orderly. The registry is 
unavoidably imperfect under existing circumstances.

41-1 2,176 88 454 2,423 121 — — - 134 1,315 15 Less number of boats employed, and less men, and is in 
much the same condition regarding the gear. The take 
of small fish better. No salmon taken, except in the 
boundary rivers at Sheppool. No Curing Establish
ment. No conflicts. The fishermen peaceable and 
orderly.

G37 3,047 301 GG2 3,217 319 164 1,630 - - - 28 On the decline, both as to boats and gear. No sign of 
improvement. The take of fish less productive. Salmon 
fishery not improved. No Curing Establishments. No 
conflicts. The habits of tho fishermen orderly and 
peaceable.

37 96 22 37 102 24 i 4 39 Very unfavourable condition of Fishing Establishment. 
Boats and gear in bad condition. No sign of improve
ment. The take of fish much less productive. No 
salmon fisheries in the district. No Curing Establish
ments. There are no regular fishermen in this district, 
only tho peasants, who take fish occasionally for their 
own use. This bay at about the fall of the year abounds 
in fish generally, but not the slightest energy or exertion 
is used to take them by any p rson.

1,687 7,847 127 1,751 8,074 131 — — — Not in gool condition. There appears to be no sign of 
improvement. No marked difference in the take of fish, 
except in mackerel, which was rather abundant. The 
salmon fisheries in this district are very limited. No 
new modes of capture have been introduced. No Curing 
Establishments exist at present. A few trivial disputes 
in 1856, but no conflicts. The fishermen are orderly and 
peaceable. The registration is imperfect, owing to the 
great number of boats which have gone to ruin, as well 
as many which have changed ownership consequent on 
emigration; on this account it is suggested that a new 
registration should take place, and that this should bo 
repeated every seventh year.

134 688 4 145 721 4 — — — 37 39 62 Fishing not carried on to tho same extent as in 1814. 
Numbers of the fishermen emigrated. No sign of im
provement. The take ot fish not so productive. Salmon 
fishing better fur the last two years. No Curing Estab
lishments. The fishermen perfectly quiet, orderly, and 
well conducted.

2G4 1,176 45 2G5

1

1,179 45 23 74 16 — Boats and gear much improved. The take of white fish 
much improved, except herrings. The take of salmon 
on the coast with bag nets very productive—much more 
than any of the preceding years. The fishing on the 
rivers was a fair average. Tho fishing station at Port- 
magec cured 4.01* lings, which weighed about 18 tons. 
No instances of conflicts. The fishermen orderly and 
peaceable. During month of August the coast abounded 
with salmon, and had it m t been the close season, in all 
likelihood more would have been taken than in tho 
months of J unc and J uly.

100 520 - 110 560 - - - - 60 245 9 Sprit-sailed boats and row boats much worn ; but canoes, 
which arc now here, arc in good order. Take of fish 
much less productive. No salmon fisherv in this dis
trict. Only one Curing Establishment. No conflicts. 
The habits of the fishermen orderly.

33 128 - 55 228 — —

1

- 1

1

Little attention paid to fishing, except during the salmon 
season. Salmon fishing has improved, but herring fish
ing has fallen off very much. The take of fish less, except 
salmon. No Curing Establishments. No conflicts have 
ever takcu place ; the fishermen arc very peaceable.



22 APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE
Appendix,

State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1857, pursuant to the

Name 
of District. Boundaries. Registering Officer.

1st Class employed 
in 1856.

2nd Class employed 
in 185G.

Total employed 
in 1856.

1st Class employed 
in 1857.

Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men.
I
Bovs.1 '

Kilrush, From Cashen River to
Kilbaraha.

II. G. Austen, - - — 110 •130 — 110 •130 — — — —

Seafield, From Black Head to 
Farrihie Beach.

E. J. Morriss, - - - 77 198 1 77 198 1 - - -

G al way, From Farrihie to Mason 
Island.

G. Clarke, . 211 ] ,800 230 600 1,110 205 841 2,940 135 258 1,290 258

Clifden, From Mason Island to 
Ruana Point.

A. C. May, . 63 1-18 20 608 1,251 62 731 1,399 82 -19 106 52

Westport, From Doobeg to Ruana 
Point.

R. Wilcox, . 11 49 - 217 86-1 231 913 - 27 76 6

Keele, . From Ballycray Castle 
to Bony Glen.

J. Adam, 13 34 9 215 1,051 10 258 1,085 19 18 52 10

Belmullet, . From Butter Point to 
Doona Head.

W. Dawson, 1 3 - 178 431 54 179 437 51 1 12 3

Dunkeehan, From Brandy Point to 
Loch M urrough and 
Ben Iver, Baldering.

S. Sharp, - - - 71 240 - 71 240 - - -

Ballycastle, . From Glensky Cove to 
the centre of Bartra 
Isle.

A. Henri, - - - 130 938 10 136 938 10 - - -

Pullendiva, . From Sligo Bridge to 
Ballina Bridge.

R. K. Thompson, . 1 3 - 72 411 - 73 414 - 1 3 -

Sligo, . From Abbey Point to 
Sligo Bridge.

E. G. Elliott, 8 2-1 - 190 1,008 43 198 1,032 43 7 23 -

Killy begs, . From Donegal to Gwee- 
barra Bar.

R. Heard, . 9 27 8 253 1,192 330 262 1,219 338 9 29 3

Rutland, From Gweebarra Bar to 
Bloody Foreland.

- - - - 250 1,030 80 250 1,036 80 - - -



FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND.

No. S—continued.
5ih and 6tli Viet., cap. 10G, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1S56.

2nd Class employed 
in 1837.

Total employed 
in 1857.

Incrcxsc since 
1850.

Decrease since 
1S5G. Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Com

manders of Const-Guards and other Registering 
Officers, up to the 1st January, 1857.

Vessels. Men. j Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys

1-18 446 - 148 446 - 8 16 - - - - An increase in the number of boatsand men; but they 
are not constantly employed, nor depending upon fishing 
for support. Last year has been decidedly a falling off 
in regard to the take of fish. '1 he herring fishing has 
been a total failure, and salmon worse than it has been 
hitherto. Only few salmon were taken, and the catch 
of peal was so indifferent that many weirs were taken 
away as not paying the cost of keeping them up. Ono 
Curing Establishment at Glynn. No conflicts have 
taken place; the fishermen arc orderly ami peaceable. 
The gnat number ami extent of nets in this river tend 
much to drive the salmon away, as it is nearly impossi
ble for any fish to pass them. This is particularly the 
ease in Clondcrlaw Bay,-where they interlace and extend 
completely from side to side, leaving no opening at all, 
except by a most circuitous route, for the fish to pass up.

The Fishing Establishment has greatly fallen off. the 
poverty of the fishermen not permitting them to repair 
efficiently their nets. No improvement. The take of 
fish less productive. Only one small salmon fishery in 
the district. No Curing Establishments. No conflicts. 
The fishermen orderly and peaceable.

The condition of the Fishing Establishment good, and 
greatly superior to 18-14 in every respect; certaimy there 
are signs of improvement. Never has a greater quantity 
of round fish been taken, probably, than last year. The 
In ning fishery quite fallen off. Salmon ii.-heries gene
rally improved. TwoCuring Establishments in existence. 
Several new ones projected. A great advance tn this 
respect anticipated. No conflicts have occurred. The 
by-laws against trawling when herrings set in arc 
regularly evaded, and have no effect. They should be 
very clearly defined and arbitrary, as at present the 
responsibility of supporting and defining them is very 
considerable. The registry is imperfect. Impossible 
to get accurate returns without a better defined system. 
It should be an offence to sell a vessel without giving up 
the register, and the sale made illegal.

An increase in the number of second-class boats, and a 
decrease in first cla-s. Take of fish net more productive. 
Salmon fisheries not improved. No Curing Establish
ments. No conflicts. Fishermen orderly and peaceable.

Much deteriorated. Not any sign of improvement. The 
take of fish much less productive, .''almon fisheries 
not improved. No conflicts take place. No Curing 
Establishments.

Not so good as in 1814. Not any sign of improvement. 
The take of fish less productive, except salmon, which 
is improving. Bag nets have been introduced by a gentle
man from Scotland, with considerable success, last sea
son. He had three or four stations on the Island, which 
gave such a profitable return that be intends erecting 
additional stations and nets next season. The average 
of fish taken is nearly 2,GOO per bag net. One Curing 
Establishment. No conflicts. The fishermen orderly 
and peaceable.

Boats and gear much improved. I,ast year has been more 
productive in the take of fish. Fish are more abundant 
on tho coast. The salmon fisheries have considerably 
improved. No Curing Establishments. No conflicts. 
The fishermen orderly ami peaceable.

Rather improved. The take of fish more productive. No 
positive salmon fisheries in this district. Salmon are 
caught with a common net. Tides run so strong stakes 
would not stand. No Curing Establishment. No con
flicts. The fishermen orderly.

A slight sign of improvement. There arc ten more ser
viceable boats in the district than we had last year. 
The take of white fish has been less productive. Bag 
nets were worked last year at Kiicummin, I.acken, and 
B.tllycasth . and the take of salmon was greater than 
tho preceding year. No Curing Establishments. No 
conflicts. The habits of tho fishermen < r-ierly and 
peaceable. The boundaries of tl.e Fishing Registry 
District should be altered.

Not improved, and no sign of improvement. The take 
of fish about the sunc. No Curing Establishments. No 
conflicts. The fishermen peaceable.

R ats an I gear in much tiie same order as last year. The 
take of ti.-h h- s productive. Salmon fi-heries not. 
improved. No < tiring Establishments. No conflicts. 
Author.tv ?b-itbl be given to officers of Cna.-t < u trd 
to detain all boats tr< m fishing until properly regist. veil 
and marked.

Much improved. Tim t’ke of fi h more productive. 
Salmon fisheries not improved : quit- the reverse, gene- 

i tally -peaking. Too many bag m ts on thi-c ast. The 
. consequence is. that propriet .is < f riv-rs <] . not fi el the 
| same int-rest in protect in;, their rivers, as the salmon 
j are all caught by tin i-ag nets. No C uring Establish

ment. Condi is have not < ceitrrcd for some years. The 
fishermen orderly and peaceable.

GO 10G o 60 196 0 - - 1 8 o -

Gil 2,444 50 <869 3,734 308 28 794 - - - 127

713 2,875 77 762 2,981 129 311 1,582 47 - - -

207 1,172 15 321 1,248 21 93 335 21 - - -

356 1,512 16 374 1,564 26 116 479 7 - - -

187 GIO 41 188 622 44 0 185 - - - 10

54 224 4 54 221 4 - - 4 17 16 -

140 1,022 0 116 1,022 9 10 88 - - - 1

72 411 2 73 414 2 - - 3 - -

211 1,060 47 218 1,083 47 20 51 4 - -

501 2,7 7!) 431 51 3 2,80^ 134 251 l,5S9 96 -

- - - - - - - - - -



24 APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE
Appendix,

State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1857, pursuant to the

Nasir 
of District. Boundaries. Registering Officer.

1st Class employed 
in 1856.

2nd Class employed 
in 1856.

Total employed 
in 1856.

1st Class employed 
in 1857.

Vessels. Men. Bovs. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Bovs.

Sheephaven, From Bloody Foreland 
to Fanuet Point.

F. Collins, . - - - 2-19 999 168 249 999 108 - -

Rathmullen, From East side of Lee- 
nan Bay, West side of 
Fanner Point,to Lough 
Swilly, Ramelton.

M. Knox, 1 3 1 30 ■10 80 31 43 81 - -

Carne, From Leenan Bay to 
Shrove Head.

G. S. Penfold, - - - 113 620 23 113 620 23 - - -

Greencastle, From Innishowen Head 
to Cuhnore, Downhill.

— 4 12 - 180 719 30 184 731 30 6 19 -

Ballycastle, . From Downhill to Nap
pan.

E. A. K. Wasey, . - - - 22-1 C03 40 224 003 40 - *• -

Carrlckfergus. From Mountain Stream, 
near Garron Point, to 
Belfast.

J. E. Elliott, 8 33 1 156 -190 47 104 523 48 8 38 1

Donaghadee, From Belfast to New
castle Quay.

W. G. Jones, 118 522 22 630 1,279 197 748 1,801 219 119 525 22

Strangfurd, . From Newcastle Quay 
to Sheepland Head.

J. H. Hockley, . - - - - - - - - - 119 525 22

Newcastle, . From Sheepland Cove to 
River Foot.

G. A. E. Ridge, . - - - 196 441 71 196 441 71 - - -

Carlingford, . From Ballagan Point to 
Omeath.

— No Ret urn receive d.

Dundalk. From Maiden Tower, 
near Drogheda, to 
Biver Foot, to the 
West of Cooley Point, 
near Greenore.

W. H. Genny, . 12 63 2 310 860 73 322 929 75 12 59 o

Malahide, . From South side of 
mouth of Boyne to 
Howth.

J. Irwin, 54 317 43 47 91 8 91 408 51 51 312 45

Howth, From Howth to Whip 
of Water.

II. Prosser, - - - - - - - - - 12 70 9



FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND.

No. 8—continued.
5th and Gth Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in tho different Districts since January, 1S56.

2nd Class employed Total employed 
in 1857.

Increase since 
1856.

Decrease since 
185G. ■ Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Coin- 

' niandors of Coast-Guards nixl other Registering
Officers, up to tho 1st January, 1857.

Vessels.

in 1857.

Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. | Boys.

677 2,036 no 677 2,036 no 428 1,037

•

58 Boats increa»cd, but men decreased from emigration. No 
sign of improvement. Tho take of fish not so produc
tive. The salmon fisheries somewhat improved by the 
introduction of bng nets, which, however, wore not very 
successful this year. Not any Curing Establishment, 
with the exception of a merchant in Dunfanaghy. Tho 
fishermen very peaceable.

OU 205 60 55 205 60 21 162 — — 21 Much fallen off. No sign of improvement. The take of 
fish much the same. Salmon fisheries not improved. 
No Curing Establishment. No conflicts. Owing to tho 
poverty of the fishermen, and want of lines and boats, 
.Sic., the take of fish is very small, but bait can be got 
in large quantities, and if the men were better provided, 
I think enough fish could bo taken to pay a small 
Curing Establishment.

113 620 23 113 620 °3 - - - A great falling off in the number of hosts and the state of 
their gear. Take of fish less productive. The year 1856 
was a plentiful salmon one. No Curing Establishment. 
No conflicts have occurred. The fishermen aro orderly 
and peaceable.

161 673 32 no 792 •j 2 - 61 14 - The condition of the Fishing Establishment about the 
same average. The take of fish much upon a par. bo 
improvement in the salmon fisheries. N<> Curing Estab
lishment. No conflicts. Fishermen peaceable.

271 703 40 271 703 40 50 100 - - - Nosim of improvement. Take of fish not more productive. 
No Curing Establishment. No conflicts. Fishermen 
orderly and peaceable.

171 573 81 J 79 611 82 15 88 31 - - - Much tho same. No sign of improvement. Take generally 
less productive. Tho only salmon fishery in this district 
is at Glcnarm, which appears to have been less produc- 
tivo tin's Inst year. No case of conflicts ; the fishormun 
aro very peaceable and well behaved.

636 1,303 201 755 1,828 223 7 27 4 — - — The general condition appears to be improved. Iho take 
of fish more productive. Hooks and feathers have been 
used with success in the herring fishing. No salmon 
fishery in tho district. No Curing Establishment. No 
conflicts. The fishermen orderly and peaceable.

630 1,303 201 751 1,828 223 - - — - - Loss productive, and no improvement in boats or.gear. 
Talco of fish loss productive. No salmon fisheries tn the 
district No Curing Establishment, ho conflicts. Th» 
fishermen well disposed and orderly.

204 313 01 201 813

/

64 8 372 — — — 7 Boats and gear in an indifferent condition. The take of 
fish less productive. Salmon fisheries not improved. 
No bag nets or other new modes of capture bnvo been 
introduced. No Curing Establishment, bio conflicts. 
The fishermen orderly and peaceable.

311 865 73 23 921 75 1 - -- - 5 - No improvement. Take of fish much the same, except 
salmon, which has been more productive. No Curing 
Establishment. No conflicts. The fishermen are orderly 
and peaceable.

48 83 6 99 395 51 8 - - - 13 - Reduced one-half. Not any sign of improvement. The 
take of fish less productive, according to tho several 
reports from the fishing stations. No salmon fishery in 
this district. No Curing Establishment. No conflicts 
have taken place. Tho fishermen orderly and peaceable.

16 10 4 8 86 13 - — - - - Very (Infective. No sign of improvement. The take of 
fish much less productive. No Curing Establishment. 
No conflicts. Tho fishermen arc orderly and peaceable.
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Appendix, No. 9.—Table showing the Close Seasons for Salmon and Trout in the different Districts in Ireland, as fixed by Statute Law, or the Order of the Commissioners, on 
1st January, 1857.

No. and Name of District. Tidal. Fresh Water. Rod Fishing.

1. Dublin, .

2. Wexford, . j

3. Waterford,

4. Lismore, .

5. Cork, . . T

I

6>. Skibbereen,

62. Bantry, ....

63. Kenmare,

7. Killarney,

8. Limerick, . .

9. Galway, ....

101. Balliuakill,

102. Bangor, ....

11. Ballina, ....

12. Sligo, ....

13. Bally shannon,

14. Letterkenny, .

151. Londonderry, .

152. Coleraine,

16. Ballycastle,

17. Drogheda, , .

Between the 31st August and 1st February-
,, 28th September and 1st March, (but fired Nets between 15th 1 

September and 1st March.) J
„ 15th September and 12th February.

„ 31st August and 1st February.
„ 31st August and 12th Feb., for Electoral Division A (between 1 

Ballycottou and Barry’s Head, East of Oyster Haven). j 
„ 31st Aug., and 1st March, for Electoral Division B (between ) 

Barry's Head, East of Oyster Haven, and Galley Head). J
„ 15th September and 1st April.

„ Do. do.

„ Do. do.

„ 31st July and 1st January.

,, 12th August and 12th February, but between Kerry Head I 
and Dunmore Head, 15th September and 1st April.

„ 31st August and 1st February.

„ Do. do.

„ Do. do.

„ 19th August and 1st February.

„ Do. do.

„ Do. do.

„ 1st August and 1st January, and 1 milo above Tideway.

„ 31st August and 1st February.

„ 19th August and 1st February.

„ Do. do.

„ 19th August and 12th February, from Skerries to Cranfield 
Point; but between 28th September and 1st March, from 
Cranfield Point to Donaghadee.

Between 31st August and 1st March.

„ 28th September and 1st March.

„ 15th September and 12th February.

„ 31st August and 1st March.

„ 31st August and 1st April, for Electoral Division C.

,, 31st August and 1st April, for Electoral Division D.

,, 15th September and 1st April.

„ Do. do.

„ Do. do.

„ 31st May and 1st January.
„ 12th August and 12th February; but for Electoral Divisions') 

C and D, 12th August and 1st May; and Rivers between j 
Kerry Head and Dunmore Head, 15th September and f 
1st April. J

„ 31st August and 1st March.

„ Do. do.

,, Do. do.

„ 19th August and 1st February.

,, Do. do.

„ Do. do.

„ 19th August and 1st March.

„ 31st August and 1st March.

„ 19th August and 1st March.

„ Do. do.

„ 19th August and 12th February, from Skerries to Cranfield"| 
Point; between 28th September and 1st March, from z 
Cranfield Point to Donaghadee. J

Between 28th September and 1st March.

„ Do. do.

„ 28th September and 12th February.

„ 28th September and 1st March.

„ 28th September and 1st March, for Electoral Division C.

„ 28th September and 1st April, for Electoral Division D.

„ 15th October and 1st April.

„ Do. do.

„ Do. do.

„ 28th September and 31st January (but for Cross Lines between 
31st May and 1st January).

„ 15th September and 12th February; but between Kerry Head 
and Dunmore Head, 15th October and 1st .April.

,, 28th September and 1st March.

„ Do. do.

„ Do. do.

„ 19th August and 1st February.

,, Do. do.

„ Do. do.

„ 31st August and 1st March.

„ 28th September and 1st March.

„ Do. do.

i, Do. do.

„ 28th September and 12th February.
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Appendix, No. 10.

“ Royal Irish Fisheries Company, Limited."—The 
fishing operations carried on for the last eight years 
on the Western Coast of Ireland, having been laid in 
detail before a number of gentlemen interested in the 
Fisheries, it was resolved, that a Company should be 
formed, entitled, “The Royal Irish Fisheries Company, 
Limited,” taking as its nucleus the establishment which 
had been worked successfully on that coast. This 
Company was duly registered on the 22nd November, 
1856, under the provisions of the Joint Stock Companies 
Act, 19 and 20 Victoria, cap. 47 ; whereby the liability 
of shareholders in joint stock companies is limited to 
the actual amount of shares held by them.

The operations of the Company commenced on the 
1st of January, 1857, and the Directors have the honour 
to report, for the information of the Commissioners of 
Irish Fisheries, their proceedings since that period.

The caution and judgment displayed by Mr. Stopford, 
in the management of his establishment on the Western 
Coast, and the results therefrom, apparent from his books 
and papers, showed the Directors that a large and profit
able business was available; but, at the same time, a 
business which required great foresight, great prudence, 
diligence, and untiring perseverance. They were not 
dazzled into the erroneous belief that the sea is a mine 
of wealth, only awaiting the development of capital; 
they weighed well the difficulties, and the benefits, and 
they came to the determination of adopting a systematic 
development of these Fisheries, conducted on a moderate 
scale in the beginning, but capable of any extension, 
commensurate with the returns warranting the same.

The Directors secured the services of Mr. Stopford, 
as Managing Director, and took his vessels, <fcc., at a 
valuation, thereby securing an established and well 
developed business of eight years’ standing, the benefit 
of a long experience, and also the surveys and dis
coveries of hitherto unknown fishing grounds on the 
coasts of Ireland ; together with the extensive practical 
local information possessed by the officers, masters, 
curers, seamen, and fishermen in the employment of Mr. 
Stopford, and transferred by him to the Company.

The Directors, although aware of the returns produced 
by the small capital invested by Mr. Stopford, yet deter
mined to proceed with great caution in its increase ; 
satisfied that a gradual and steady progress was more 
likely to eventuate in success, than at once launching 
forth in a more extended establishment, and determined 
to add to their expenses only as the returns justified 
them; and this they consider to be the best and surest 

course, practically to show the capabilities of the Irish 
Fisheries, as a source of national wealth and profitable 
investment.

The Directors purchased from Mr. Stopford, seven 
fishing vessels, three spritsail boats, two four-oared 
boats, and seven canoes.

To these they have since added six fine vessels, so that 
their fishing fleet at present consists of, six trawlers of 
from forty-five to sixty tons; four trawlers of from 
twenty to thirty tons ; three trawlers of from seventeen 
to twenty tons; five first-class open boats, and seven 
canoes; making in the aggregate, thirteen first-class 
trawl and line vessels; five first-class net and line boats; 
and seven long line boats.

They have entered into possession of the stations at 
Galway, Dingle, and Port Magee; they have a portion 
of their fleet now at Innisbofin ; they have leased an 
admirable station for curing fish at the Arran Islands,, 
and are concluding arrangements for several equally 
advantageous stations around the whole coast.

Such a limited period having elapsed since their 
operations as a Company have commenced, the Directors 
regret their inability to make a more lengthy report at 
present; it is their desire to avoid all fallacious esti
mates ; but they trust that at the cud of their first year’s 
working, they will be enabled to present the Commis
sioners of Irish Fisheries with a detailed, full, and 
impartial statement, based upon their own practical 
knowledge, and containing all the necessary informa
tion as to the working of the Fisheries, that it may be 
in their power to afford.

Since the first Ordinary General Meeting of the 
Shareholders of the Company, held pursuant to Act of 
Parliament, at their offices, 30, Westmoreland-street, 
Dublin, on the 2nd of February, 1857, there has been 
produced, by the vessels of the Company, up to the 6th 
of April, in the Dublin, Galway, Liverpool, and Man
chester markets, fish, consisting of, turbot, soles, plaices, 
haddock, cod, John dorey, bake, etc., to the amount of 
«£1,009 ; and during this period their vessels have had 
to contend with a scries of heavy gales of wind, heavier 
than has been known upon the Western Coast for many 
years past.

In conclusion, the Directors beg to say that the 
market notes of their sales of fish may be seen daily at 
their offices, 30, Westmoreland-street, Dublin, where 
the books of the Company arc open to the inspection of 
all shareholders, and every information may be ob
tained, upon application personally or by letter, either 
to the Managing Director, James E. Stopford, Esq., or 
to the Secretary, William Cooper, Esq.
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