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OF THE

FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND,
FOR 1857.

To His Excellency the Earl of Eglinton and Winton, Lord Lieutenant-General 
and General Governor of Ireland.

May it please your Excellency,

We annex the Reports of the Inspecting Commissioners on the Deep Sea and 
Salmon Fisheries. With reference to the former, it appears that the fishing of 1.857 was 
deficient, the quantity transmitted by railway fell short of that conveyed during the pre
vious year; however, this branch of industry must always be subject to fluctuation, in a 
greater degree than those resources which are more capable of being cultivated by man, 
and the increase of which it may be more directly within the power of his skill to pro
mote. The registry of Fishing Vessels is still defective, and many inaccuracies arc ap
parent in the returns received; but we hope, through the co-operation of the Coast 

Guard department, to establish a better system. With respect to the Salmon or Inland 
Fisheries, we are enabled to report a progressive improvement. We have in previous 
Reports recommended a consolidation of the six Acts of Parliament for the purpose of 
simplifying their provisions, and have had prepared, pursuant to instructions from the 
Executive Government, a bill for that object. The Inspecting Commissioners have fur
nished in their Report a review of the former and present Fishery Laws, which may be 
useful in calling attention to their policy, if the measure for consolidation should be sub
mitted to Parliament.

We have the honour to be
Your Excellency's obedient Servants,

R. GRIFFITH.
J. RADCLIFF.
J. G. M‘KERLTE.

Commissioners of Public Works 
and Fisheries in Ireland.

J. REDMOND BARRY.
WM. J. FFENNELL.

Inspecting Commissioners of 
Fisheries in Ireland.

Edward Hornsby, Secretary.

Department of Fisheries, Office of public Works, 
Dublin, Is/ June, 1858.

A 2

REPORT



4 APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE

APPENDIX.
Report of Inspecting Commissioners for 1857.

Sea Fisheries—Our returns from the Coast Guard 
departments, though approximating, in some instances, 
to a more correct statement of the extent and circum
stances of the Coast Fishery Establishment, arc not 
such as to enable us to venture upon offering a gross 
total. The Board, fully appreciating the importance of 
obtaining correct information on this head, directed that 
the Inspecting Commissioners should visit the several 
Coast Guard divisions in October last.

Under this order, the several Inspecting Commanders 
in the greater portion of the coast have been person
ally conferred with; and every explanation was given 
and information obtained, calculated to enable us 
to submit, so soon as the remaining portion is com
pleted, a uniform plan, with the approval of the Coast 
Guard department, for obtaining a faithful registry of 
the fishing vessels, and insuring that future increase or 
decrease may be accurately ascertained.

The fifteen Inspecting Commanders whose stations 
we visited, have exhibited great zeal, and an anxious 
desire to meet the views of the Commissioners; but, in 
most instances, they complain of the difficulty of obtain
ing correct Returns from the distant parts of their 
divisions, without permission to employ some of their 
department especially for the purpose, who should 
receive some extra remuneration fbr their trouble and 
travelling expenses.

In many cases the officers had been only recently 
appointed, since the new organization of the depart
ment under the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty; 
but we have reason to hope that before the end of the 
summer all will have become better acquainted with the 
circumstances of their respective divisions.

An unusually unproductive season has been com
plained of on all parts of the coast, most especially 
during the autumn and winter of last year ; and we beg 
to refer to the statements contained in the Coast Guard 
Returns, Appendix No. 8, by which it may be seen 
that there arc only three exceptions, namely, Carrick- 
fergus, Malahidc, and Dublin, to the answer, “ less 
productive than last year.” It must take some time 
before the fishery establishments in the remote districts 
are restored to their former extent; but between the 
general improvement of the country, and the increase of 
railway conveyance, we confidently hope, at no distant 
period, to see our shores profitably fished. We have 
endeavoured to collect, both from correspondence and 
personal intercourse, the opinions of the most intelligent 
persons in different localities. We select from the 
answers to some of our applications statements upon 
which we may fully rely :—

“ Bantry, 12th March, 1858.

“Trawling and scollop fishing proved very good. As to the 
state of our sea fisheries in 1857, we have six large seines, in 
excellent working order; our boats and gear equally good. 
Last year we had a large take of small herrings, which proved 
most remunerating to men and owners. We have four trawl 
boats, in place of one, in 1856. The take of sole, brit, and 
plaice was pretty good, and found a ready market in Cork at 
four to five pence a pound.

“ Trammel fishing was most successful, having had a very 
large take of hake, which continued to the end of January. 
Line fishing paid remarkably well ; boys and men had very 
good earnings, every day the weather permitted. We have 
two hookers on the long-line deep-sea fishery, but cannot say 
the result until the end of the season; but. upon the whole, 
you will see that, considering the very' depressed state to 
which, in common with most parts of the coast, we were 
reduced during the awful time of distress, we arc decidedly 
improving as fast as could be expected, and I have no doubt 
that in proportion as our population increases, the fishing re
sources of this once important fishing town will again become 
valuable, most especially if there be any prospect of an exten
sion of railway communication between this place and Bandon.

“J. I. C.”

Another gentleman, a magistrate, residing on the 
coast, writes thus on the 12th February :—

“You are aware I reside in the peninsula of Mintervary. 
which is bounded on the south by Dunmanus bay, and on the 
north by the bay of Bantry. The appalling effects of the 
famine pressed with peculiar severity on this district, from the 
very' dense population, and consequent smallness of the hold
ings. The hake fishery was of great importance, and gave 
considerable employment. It was carried on chiefly by the 
‘small holders;’generally two, and sometimes four, joined to 
set up a boat and trammels. The boats were very badly made, 
the average size was from sixteen to nineteen feet keel; the 
cost of the boat about five to seven pounds, and the trammels 
and other gear suitable to boats of that size, varied from three 
to five pounds; so the craft was set up on very moderate terms, 
and I have known boats of this description, in good seasons, 
take from £20 to £30 worth of fish. The crew of each boat 
seldom or never exceeded four, and as this fishing does not in
terfere with their agricultural occupations, the trammels being 
usually set in the evening, and. when the weather permitted, 
drawn early the following day, the profit derived from this 
fishery, in general, paid the rent and taxes of their small 
holdings, leaving the produce of the land, with some surplus 
fish, for their own sustenance. This was all well while the 
‘potato grew;’ but when the deadly blow came (1847), all 
was ruin and destruction. The best fishermen emigrated, or 
died; and from 1817 to 1854, the fishery was totally neglected, 
the boats were left to rot upon the strands. In 1855, some 
reaction took place; the hake fishery began to revive; and as 
there was quick sale and a good price lor the fish, it is now 
progressing rapidly. Though this has been termed a bad 
season, yet a considerable quantity of hake has been taken, 
chiefly in Bantry Bay. They arc sold by what is termed a 
‘ hundred,’ which consists of six score and three couple extra 
for what is called ‘cast,’ making 126 hake. The price 
varies according to quality, from 28s. to 35s. per hundred. 
None are exported; they find a ready sale at the neighbouring 
fairs, being purchased by those residing in the interior of the 
country. The boats, with slight repairs, hold a long time, but 
the trammels are generally worn out in one season, drawling 
was tried last year by Lord B., in Dunmanus. lie bought 
a large hooker, with the best gear, and employed the most 
experienced fishermen ; but it proved a complete failure. An 
Englishman purchased this hooker and gear, and tried them 
in Bantry Bay. He was somewhat more successful, and 
caught a number of very fine soles and plaice. Scallops 
abound in Dunmanus Bay; numbers have been taken this 
season, giving employment to three or four boats and twelve or 
fourteen men; but they can only be taken in very calm wea
ther. A considerable quantity of herrings were taken this 
season by Messrs. Curtayneand Ilenegan of Bantry. Though 
of small size they met a ready sale. They were taken by 
seines; but the net fishers who generally, about Christmas, 
took a number of large sized herrings about Gearces and 
Glenlough, Bantry Bay side, this season were totally disap
pointed. Great shoals of sprat sometimes visit Dunmanus 
Bay, but I understand there is but one seine in the entire har
bour. I consider the hake fishery to be the staple one in the 
two buys I have mentioned: it affords employment, without 
at all impeding the cultivation of the land, and the hake is the 
most punctual visitant to our shores. Haddock and cod are 
sometimes caught by ‘ long lines,’ but those require large 
craft, and are attended with considerable expense. This 
mode of fishing in this district is now nearly neglected.”

A more gloomy picture is given by a gentleman 
residing in the town of Skibbereen:—

“Skibberecn, 17th Feb., 1858.
“ My dear Sir,

“The pleasure I feel in acknowledging receipt of your let
ter of the 10th instant, would be further enhanced could I 
hope to add any thing to your information on the subject of 
your inquiry, namely, the coast fishery of this district. But I 
am sorry to say that 1 can only confirm the very unfavourable 
conclusions to which I am sure your inquiries have already 
led. For I need not hesitate to say that our fishery here is 
verging on extinction. So far is it from having recovered 
from the prostration consequent on the famine of 1847, that it 
continues to decline each year, as to the number of vessels 
and men engaged in it, and consequently as to its produce. 
You are well aware of the extinction of the numerous fishing 
hamlets along the coast at Carrigcllihy, South Been, Barloque, 
&c., &c., and of the great decline in the pursuit, as far as the 
harbours of Glandore, Castletownsend, Blind Harbour. 
S^uince, and Baltimore, are concerned; and I believe that 
the parts of the coast more removed from this towards the 
western extremities of the district ( Three Castle Head) are in a 
like condition ; the island of Cape Clear, and, perhaps, Crook-
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haven, being almost the only places where any degree of ac
tivity continues. The Skibbereen market, which was formerly 
so well supplied, is now nearly blank. During the finest 
weather of last summer, we were for weeks together literally 
without fish, even of the commonest kind; breams, which can 
be taken with hand-lines near the shore, after the men have 
finished their day’s work, being the only kind they brought in 
at all, and those in small quantities, at uncertain intervals. 
We had scarcely any mackerel, herrings, or sprats., la a word, 
fishing, as a general pursuit, has been abandoned.”

The Herring fishery of 1857 was very unproductive 
in all parts of our coast. In October, the Arklow men 
had a good fishery for a short time ; they would, how
ever, have been badly off, but for having repeated their 
visits last summer to the Scotch coast, where the herring 
fishery seldom fails. Our friends from the Cornish 
coast, and several boats from Scotland, came as usual 
to Howth, but, we regret to say, were rather unsuc
cessful this season.

An ineffectual effort has been made in the county of 
Cork, to form a small company under the Limited 
Liabilities Act, for fishing the shores between Kinsalc 
and Bantry, under the title of the “ West Cork Fishing 
Company but, although the project was most cor
dially patronized, and substantially supported by Lord 
Carbery, and some other sea-coast proprietors, it 
failed to enlist general co-operation.

The efforts of individual proprietors, or of a few 
neighbouring persons to form establishments, or small 
companies, in favourable situations, are the objects 
that we desire to encourage. For such an undertaking 
we know of few places more favourably circumstanced 
than the island of Valentin; and we arc gratified to 
learn that the matter has attracted the attention of a 
family deeply interested in the prosperity of that locality.

“Valentin, 5tli December, 1857.
“ Mv Dear Sin,

‘‘Knowing how anxious you are to hear of any improve
ment in the fishery in general in Ireland, and the interest you 
take in this locality, I send you a short account of my pro
ceeding?.

“ I have engaged for a year (from 1st ult)., crews for eight 
canoes; the present station Portmagee. '1 hose were all the 
efficient hands I could obtain. And, in fact, on the island at 
present there is not house-room but for a very tew, even if 
such were forthcoming. As I mentioned to you we are build
ing here (at Currabeg) cottages for fishermen. They will not 
be habitable before May; but will be rather of a superior de
scription to the general description of fishermen’s habitations, 
and wi.l, I trust by degrees, lead to better habit-; as to cleanli
ness, &c.. amongst that class. I have engaged Brown aseurer, 
&e., and I have bought, at the late sale in Gaiway, a small 
craft, the Susan, which I think may be useful in trying the 
herring, &c., fishing. So fur, you see I have made a beginning, 
such as it i<; and I believe, with .judicious arrangement, there 
is every probability of the attempt being successful. Some of 
the landed proprietors in Ibis vicinity (on the seaboard) ta/k as 
if they wished to join us: whether they do or not, is, I confess, 
comparatively immaterial, solar as I personally am concerned. 
At the same time I do believe they would find it tor the inte
rest of their sea-side ‘tenantry,’ if they turned more often 
their attention to the subject.

“Believe me yours faithfully,
“ S. Fitzgerald.

“J. R. Barry, Esq,”

Quantity of Fish conveyed by train from the out
posts to Dublin. — We regret to find, from the railway 
returns which will be found in the Appendix, that there 
is a considerable falling off in the gross quantity con
veyed this last year by rail to the metropolis. In 1856 
the grossquantity offish conveyed by the Great Southern 
and Western and the Midland Railways was 1,694 tons.

In 1857, it was only 1,350 „

By the Midland :—
IS5G—Salmon and Turbot, 69 tons ; Coarse, 814 tons.
1857—Salmon and Turbot, 77 „ Do., 767 „

Increase, 8 Decrease, 47
Increase in salmon and turbot, 8; decrease in 

coarse fish, 47.
We have reason to believe that the traffic from the 

south to Dublin has greatly decreased, most especially 
from Kinsale and its vicinity, where the rate of con
veyance for coarse fish is much complained of, particu
larly since the establishment of increased facility of 
traffic, via Milford and Bristol from Cork. The cost of 
conveyance of small parcels of fish under 1 cwt. de
prives the metropolis of a large quantity in the aggre
gate. So long as our fisheries are in the hands of 
operatives, it can hardly be expected that large lots of 
fish would be sent, except by intermediate dealers, who 
are not willing to give the fishermen a reasonable price. 
Unfortunately there is no spirit of co-operation prevail
ing, and each would like to send his lot of fish up to an 
agent in Dublin, many of whom deal most liberally 
with the poor fishermen, and make them advances in 
the early part of the season. V c presume that the 
companies upon whom we have before urged this point, 
have given it due consideration, and arc not yet con
vinced that a diminished rate would increase their traffic 
to any considerable extent.

Oi/ster Fisheries.—Since our last report the Board 
have granted licences to form oyster beds in three cases, 
and two applications are under consideration. M e still 
continue to recommend, in all legitimate cases, and m 
favourable localities, the establishment ol those import
ant sources of supply ; and we have the satisfaction to 
learn that in most instances where they have been formed 
they have been successful, and the rights of the owners 
respected. We are glad to observe that this important 
subject has lately attracted the attention of other de
partments of the State, and references have been made 
for information as to the natural habits of the oyster, 
and we arc informed that scientific persons have been 
directed to visit this country with this object. AV e have 
sought for knowledge in every quarter upon this sub
ject ; but, in truth, this country is still in a compara
tively primitive state on this question ; and while no 
efforts have been made to aid nature, the work of 
exhaustion has been progressing to such a degree that 
it is greatly to be feared that, so far as oysters are con
cerned, our shores will be everywhere a barren waste, 
except in the great deep-sea beds upon the eastern coast.

We refer to a highly interesting article in Chambers' 
Journal, of January, 1858, No. 211.

Monsieur Coste, who is named in that article, did us 
the favour to call upon us lately, and expressed a desire to 
be afforded an opportunity of reciprocating the disposi
tions of our Board to furnish our French neighbours 
with all the information we possess on the subject of 
the fisheries in general; and we are indebted to Mr. 
Ashworth, one of the proprietors of the Fishery at 
Galway, for introductions to Institutions in France.

Habits of Fishermen.—The most gratifying feature 
in our returns from the Coast Guard department is 
fully sustained by our own personal observations. There 
is a total absence of any spirit of insubordination, and a 
general admission that, as a class, the coast fishermen of 
Ireland are remarkable for peaceable and orderly habits.

Decrease, 344 „
In addition to which there was conveyed by the 

Dublin and Drogheda Bailway 209 tons.
This decrease was greater in the Southern and West

ern traffic, clearly proving the correctness of the state
ments made by our correspondents as to the deficiency 
in the take in that quarter. In 1856 the gross quantity 
of fish by the Southern and Western trains was-x

Salmon, 314 tons
In 1857, Salmon, 304 „

Coarse fiJi, 537 tons.
Coarse fish, 202 „

Deficiency: Salmon, 10 ,, Coarse fish, 335 „

SALMON FISHERIES.
The Inspecting Commissioners, in presenting their 

Report for 1857, think it maybe useful to review, to 
some extent, retrospectively, the salmon fisheries of 
Ireland, and to call attention to some matters con
nected with their condition for some time previously, 
and upto 1842, when the first Act now in force (5 & 6 
Vie. cap. 106) came into operation.

The fisheries generally having, from time to time, 
attracted much public attention, a Commission was 
appointed in 1835 to inquire into their state, and in 
1836 the Commissioners reported upon them, having
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previously furnished a very ample Report on the deep 
sea fi.-hcries. The following extracts from that Report 
may convey a pretty correct idea of the then existing 
condition of the salmon fisheries with regard to the 
decline in production, the conflicting interests of those 
engaged in them, and the defective legislation provided 
for their protection and government. The Report 
states—

“That it appears that the Irish salmon fisheries are by no 
means in a satisfactory c ndition, as well from insuftic eney 
of the existing laws, as from the systematic breach of the.r 
provisions. Many rivers, heretofore highly pro .active, are 
stated to have become incapable of replying the fishermen.

“The Commissioners have consulted Parliamentary Papers 
relative to the Briti-h salmon fis'uries. and sin h other publi
cations on the subject as they have been enabled to procure.

“ On comparing the replies to queries with the evidence con
tained in Parliamentary reports, the Co i missioners find a 
very close approximation, if not an actual identity, in the 
exigencies, legal and physical, of the fisheries of the two 
countries, 'they meet with the same coirplaints of the 
upper proprietors, against the practices pursued by the lower 
proprietors, and in estuar'es and fishways; and the same com- 
pl tints of the lower proprietors against th • negligence < f those 
whose possessions are < n the shallow water- ; the same denun
ciations, also, are made of artful contrivances to evade the 
law's tor the protection of the breeding fish, in the transit to 
and from the spawning ground, and of the destruction of fry, 
both voluntarily and by mills and other impediments.

“This natural conflict of interests is much inc;eased by the 
malpracticesabjve mentioned, which are pursued in the fisheries 
along the course of the stream, for unduly intercepting the fish 
in their passage upwards. Those are in some cases so success
ful as to deprive the upper proprietors of all pecuniary interest 
in the fisheries, and to lender them absolutely indifferent to 
poaching, and unwilling to co-op.rale, either in purse or in 
person, towards its abatement.”

The Commissioners further state—
“That whatever law's ar? requi-ite for the Briti-h salmon 

fisheries will be found generally sufiieknt f <r those of Ireland, 
and suggesting that measures lie talc n for embracing the Irish 
salmon fisheries in an Act which will arise out of these ru.-e irches 
of the Parliamentary Committees; wi:h such additions as may 
be found nece-s.iry in placing the fisheries of the tv.o countries 
on the same legal footing.”

Notwithstanding this recommendation, mail! in No
vember, 1836, by the Commissioners, nothing was 
done towards improved legislation until 1842, when 
the Act before referred to, the 5 & 6 Vic. cap. 106, was 
passed, which is the foundation of the present fishery 
code, live subsequent statutes which have been enacted 
being merely amendments of the original, without any 
alteration in principle ; the only provisions which may 
be termed an addition to the original legislation arc 
contained in the Act, 11 & 12 Vic. cap. 92, passed in 
1848, which imposes licence duties on engines em
ployed in fishing, for the purpose of providing funds 
for protection, which arc administered by persons 
elected by the contributors. This was found to be 
required to render the existing laws operative. Funds 
were thus created, and Boards of Conservators organ
ized, by which the means previously provided by the 
Legislature for the improvement of the country, by the 
development of one of its important resources, might 
be rendered a rcakty. Recurring to the period of 18-12, 
when the foundation of the present laws was laid, the 
salmon fisheries were found to have continuously de
teriorated in value from 1836, when the Report of the 
Commissioners referred to was made, and the injurious 
consequences of conflicting interests and insufficient 
laws had consideraly increased. Alarming conflicts 
ensued, life had been lost, and the executive Govern
ment felt it necessary, for the preservation of the 
peace, and in justice to the humbler classes, in some 
districts to indict many parties who had illegally erected 
fixed engines in harbours and estuaries, thereby inter
fering with the rights of the public, whom they had 
excited to such a degree as to provoke violent aggres
sions, while, at the same time, the undoubted rights of 
individuals who held exclusive river fishings, were ma
terially interfered with, and their profits greatly dimin
ished.

Under such circumstances it was that the unsatisfac
tory state of so important a branch of the natural 
resources of the country as the salmon fisheries attracted 

the attention of the public mind, and the increased 
value of the fish, arising from the extension of transit 
by steam to the most profitable markets, added a stimu
lus to those who sought for remedial measures to arrest 
the ruinous exhaustion which was admitted by, and 
apparent to all most directly concerned.

The subject of improved legislation having been sub
mitted to the Government, measures were taken, after 
much deliberation, to prepare enactments suitable to the 
circumstances of the Irish inland or salmon fisheries; 
embracing also some provisions for the better govern
ment of the deep-sea fisheries. Upon fully discussing 
the question, it was found that there were some features 
attaching to the Irish fisheries not so similar to the 
circumstances of the British fisheries as the Commission
ers of 1836 seemed to think. In Scotland, for instance, 
the salmon fisheries generally are the property of private 
individuals, who hold them under grants and charters 
from the Crown, by which the common law right of 
the public to fish for salmon in tideways and estuaries 
is restricted; while in Ireland, though there are several 
similar grants to private parties, far ihe greater portion 
is free to the public. In England and Wales, however, 
the rights to salmon fishings are, we believe, of this 
mixed nature which applies to Ireland, an 1 the result 
of this difference appears to have been that the proprie
tors in Scotland, being a body of limited number, with 
defined and exclusive rights of property in the salmon 
fisheries, had sought for and obtained improved modern 
legislation suitable to their circumstances as a commu
nity who could themselves apply the laws, which were 
framed upon the principle of enabling a sy-tem of self- 
government to be carried out ; but in Ireland, from the 
mixed nature of the fisheries, with respect to the rights 
of the public, so much pievailing, ami in which the 
lower classes seem so extensively concernt d, it was 
deemed essential to any practical advantage which might 
be expected, that a certain degree of State control 
should be provided by the legislation contemplated.

In 1842 this principle was adopted in the Act 5 & 6 
Vic. cap. 106, by which Commissioners were appointed, 
with certiin controlling powers regarding close and 
open seasons, size of meshes of nets, defining mouths 
of rivers, regulating free passes in fishing weirs, and 
fishing cruives or boxes conformably with the provisions 
of the law. They were also made the medium by , 
which means might be provided for the migration of 
salmon over natural ami artificial obstructions, and 
were intrusted with powers to create by-laws, subject 
to the sanction of the Lord Lieutenant in Council. 
This Act of 18-12 repealed twenty-.-ix Acts of Parlia
ment applying to the fisheries of Irelai.d, commencing 
so far back as the fifth year of the reign of Edward IV. 
and ending the 1 & 2 of Victoria. Amongst this mass 
of legislation many salutary and practical provisions 
might be found ; but, generally, they were partial in 
operation, applying to particular rivers only—unjust in 
some instances, mischievous and ridiculous in others. 
A property qualification of T40 per annum was required 
to authorize any man to take a salmon by any means, 
notwithstanding the existence of the public common 
law right in the sea ; and permission was specially 
given in some rivers to fish the entire year, while it 
was penal to allow pigs to wander on the sea-shore, 
under the supposition that they would devour the spawn 
and f.y of salmon.

Having so far alluded to the policy of this amended 
legislation in providing for some means of administra
tion and control in certain regulations, through a public 
department, which could not well be effected, if at all, 
through the ordinary functionaries appointed to deal 
with matters which are merely questions of police, it 
may not be amiss to call attention to some further cir
cumstances that have been already referred to, con
nected with the state of the salmon fisheries previously 
and up to 1842, when this Act passed. It is quite 
clear that previously to this period, while the public at 
large were negligent in preventing the encroachments 
upon their common law rights, many individuals were 
diligent in usurpation, encouraged by t he apathy which 
prevailed; on the other hand, some who were legally en-
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titled to exclusive rights in certain places, within cer
tain limits, did not sufficiently appreciate their value, 
and acquiesced in the public interference. This state 
of things caused much difficulty in dealing with the 
question, when the Bill of 1842 was introduced. All 
parties felt the necessity of doing something to arrest 
the rapid progress of decay, arising from evident abuses, 
and deficiencies in the law to correct them ; and many, 
as amatterofexpediency, yielded their principles, against 
their convictions, rather than defeat legislation.

Under these circumstances, the Bill of 1812 came 
before Parliament, and the result of the discussions 
which ensued was what may be termed a compromise 
between the advocates of the different interest-; involved. 
The sanction to erect fixed engines in tideways, given 
exclusively to the proprietors of land, who before had no 
claim to such a special privilege, was unquestionably a 
great encroachment on the rights of the public, notwith
standing certain salutary limitations which were provided; 
for the common law of the land, as well as the existing 
statute law, forbade their use, previously to the Act 
of 1842—a doctrine which had been clearly estab
lished in the trials before referred to at the suit of the 
Crown, and affirmed by the superior tribunals on appeal; 
but the vindication of the public right was difficult to 
obtain, in the absence of any special guardianship, 
through a deputed department; and hence arose the 
compromise. For the Bill contemplated as a recom
pense to the public, who would be affected by the lega
lisation of fixed engines in the sea and tideways, that'by 
improved legislation an equivalent would be gained, in 
enabling abetter system of protection to be carried out, 
in the spawning season, and by providing, through public 
functionaries, invested with certain powers, a means of 
applying practically the provisions of the existing law 
which recognised the principle of preserving from ob
struction the free course of migration for the fish to and 
from the sea, but which had not been enforced in the 
absence of any appointed authority to take cognizance 
of its manifold infractions in this respect. There were 
other provisions also with respect to close and open 
seasons, and defining mouths of rivers, which invested 
the Commissioners with powers, as a medium through 
which the public might obtain such regulations as might 
be deemed expedient for the better government of the 
fisheries. In 1848 the Act 1 I & 12 Vic., c. 92, passed, im
posing licence duties on engines to create, funds for protec
tion, administered by Boards of Conservators, elected 
by those who pay that rate, and, as before stated, this, it 
may be said, gave effect to the laws. Under this policy 
the fisheries have been decidedly improving; and we 
refer to the reports from the. several districts in the 
Appendix on this head, furnished by the Boards of 
Conservators. It will also be. seen that the amount of 
licence duty collected has increased from £2,982 15x., 
when firstthe Act came into operation, to £<5,095 16s. 67. 
for 1857, which is a further evidence of progressive 
improvement. The principle of the present laws has 
now been sufficiently tested, as suitable to the object 
in view, namely, the proper government of the sal
mon fisheries, to elicit, the approval of the country ge
nerally ; but an opinion, unanimous it may be said, lias 
for some time been entertained by those interested in 
the fisheries, as well as by the magistracy, who are so 
often called upon to adjudicate upon offences, that it 
Would be highly expedient to consolidate the six exist
ing Acts, to render them simple, and by some amend
ment in details, to remove doubts as to their proper in

terpretation, where some obscurity in language may 
exist. The Commissioners, concurring in this view, 
recommended in their two last Reports to Parliament, 
that this should be done ; and they received instruc
tions from the Executive Government to prepare a B 11 
for this object. This has been complied with by the 
solicitor of the Board embodying the six Acts into 
one, after which certain corrections in detail have been 
suggested for consideration, and have been approved ; 
and a copy of the Consolidated Bill is now ready to 
be submitted to the Government, when instructions shall 
be received to that effect. In making those suggestions 
to the Board’s law adviser, a certain degree of practical 
knowledge in the operative branches of’fishing, and the 
bearing of the law upon them, was required to render 
their effect intelligible; and the Inspecting Commis
sioners feel that it. is only just to Mr. Brady, of this de
partment, to acknowledge the valuable aid rendered by 
him in making a digest of the many notes which, from 
time to time had been taken, as defects had been dis
closed in the working of the law, by which he was en
abled to submit them in so clear a manner in our absence 
on other duty, that little more remained for us to do than 
peruse and compare them ; and by which Mr. Brady has 
shown an attention and zeal in acquiring a knowledge 
of the varied matters involved in the Iishcry Office, 
which are highly creditable to him. Under existing cir
cumstances, as regards the instructions we received to 
prepare a Rill for consolidation and such amendments in 
ma'.ters of detail as might be deemed necessary without 
departure from principle, we have thought it right to 
call attention, so far retrospectively to the state of tie 
fisheries in 18-12, as we have done, and the working o 
the laws affecting them, as introductory to a few re
marks which we beg to offer with reference to t ic 
amendments which we may suggest for the considci.i.ion 
of Parliame nt; and before doing so, we desiie to point 
to the importance of the question, by stating that t ic 
aggregate money value of the salmon fisheries of Ire
land at present we believe to be at least £<>00,000 
annually, if not more. We believe that this may be 
greatly increased, and it may not be amiss to rcmaik 
that such a source of wealth is not generally derivable 
from other countries in this quarter of the globe.. 1 he 
climate of the greater part of the continent denies the 
luxury of salmon to the inhabitants; the natural cha
racter of much of the fiesh waters in England and 
where, are unproductive, from the sluggish natuie of 
their discharge: so that Ireland and Scotland, 
the advantages which nature provides in rapid giavclly 
streams, where alone fructification can occur, . must 
always stand unrivalled in this part < f the world in the 
production of this valuable food, and hence the spot ia 
claims which both countries possess upon the egis a- 
ture for its best consideration of the laws applying to a 
question of such importance.

In conclusion, we need only add that, details will be 
found in the Appendix, in such tabular forms as we 
thought suitable to afford the information requited.

J. REDMOND BARRY, 
WM. J. FFENNELL,

Inspecting Commissioners of
Fisheries in Ireland.

Department of Fisheries, Office of Public M orks, 
Dublin, 31st March, 1858.

Appendix, No. 1. 
Dublin and Drogheda Railway.

Quantity of Fresh Fish conveyed by Dublin and Drogheda Railway for year ending 31st Dcccmhci, 1857

From. Description. Packages. Kate.

Belfast, . 
Skerries, . 
Balbriggan, 
Ilowth, . 
Ilowth, .

I Icrrings, .....
Cod, h< rrings, scate, haddock, &e., . 

Ditto,.........................
Herrings, .....

Ditto, .....

40—4 tons, 
771—96 tons, 
473—59 tons, 
•245—30 tons, 

165 brls. 20 tons,

8<. 47. per ton.
67. each basket.
67. ditto.
47. ditto.
47. ditto.
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Appendix, No. 1—continued. 
Great Southern and Western Railway.

Quantity of Fish conveyed by the Great Southern and Western Railway for the year ending 31st December, 1857. 
Salmon, 304 tons. Other kinds, 202 tons. Total, 50G tons.

Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland.
Quantity of Fish conveyed by the Midland Great 

Western Railway for year ending 31st December, 
1857.

Rates of Carriage of Fish.
Per Mail Train.

Coarse Fish—hake, herrings, &c., 30s. per ton.
Oysters, .... . 30s. per ton.
Lobsters, .... 41s. 8cZ. per ton.
Fine Fish—salmon, turbot, <fcc., . 4Gs. per ton.

Per Goods Train.
Coarse Fish—hake, herrings, &c., . 20s. per ton.
Oysters, .... . 25s. per ton.
Lobsters, .... . 29s. per ton.
Fine Fish—salmon, turbot, &c., . 35s. per ton.

Mem.—The Mail Trains are preferred.

Great Southern and Western Railway.
Rates of Carriage of Fish between Dublin and the undermentioned Stations :—

Description of Fish. Bagnals- 
town. Wexford.

Water
ford 

via Kil
kenny.

Limerick
Junction. Limerick. Cork. Kil- 

larney. Cahir.

s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d.
Salmon, packages up to 21 lbs.,.......................................... The or dinary p arccl rat OS.

Do. do. 22 lbs. to 56 lbs., . . each, 1 6 2 G 2 0 1 6 2 0 2 0 2 G 2 0
Do. do. 57 lbs. to 84 lbs., . . ,, 2 0 3 3 2 6 2 0 2 G 2 G 3 3 2 6
Do. do. 85 lbs. to 112 lbs., . . „ 2 G 4 0 3 0 2 6 3 0 3 0 4 0 3 0
Do. quantities above 1 cwt., . . . per cwt., 2 G 4 0 3 0 2 G 3 0 3 0 4 0 3 0

Turbot, John dorey, soles, plaice, whiting, eels,
shrimps, prawns,.....................................................„ •w 3 0 2 0 •—• 2 0 2 0 3 0 —

Lobsters, crabs, oysters,..................................................... ,, — 2 6 1 G 1 G 1 G 2 6
Herrings and inferior fish, .... „ - — 1 0 — 1 0 1 0 — —

When the Rates per cwt. arc applied, any portion of a quarter to be charged as one quarter.

Appendix,
Schedule of Licence Duties received by the Boards of

The estimate of the average number of

District.

Number and Description of Licences sold in 1856.

1856.

Amount 
of

Licence 
Duty.

1856.

Per 
centage on 
Poor Law 
Valuation.

1856.

Total
Amount 
received 

for Licence
Duties.

1956.

Average 
Number

em
ployed.

| 1. Sa
lm

on
 R

od
s.

2.
 C

ro
ss

 L
in

es
.

3.
 S

na
p N

et
s.

| 4. D
ra

ft 
N

et
s.

| 5. D
rif

t N
et

s.
| 6. T

ra
m

m
el

 N
et

s.

7.
 Po

le
 N

et
s.

8.
 B

ag
 N

et
s.

I 9. E
ly

 N
et

s.
| 10.

 St
ak

e N
et

s.

11
. H

ea
d W

ei
rs

.

12
. B

ox
, C

rib
, &

c.

13
. G

ap
, E

ye
, &

o.

14
. S

w
ee

pe
rs

.
15

. C
og

Li
lls

.

16
. L

oo
p N

et
s.

1 /
 .T

ra
m

m
el

 N
et

s£
5

1. Dublin, ....
2. Wexford, ....

196 1 __ 15 1 1 — — __ —
.£ s. d.

152 0 0
s. d. /£ s. d.

152 0 0 295
57 — — 38 — 3 - 15 — — — — —— — — — — 125 5 0 — 125 5 0 351

3. Waterford, 60 75 135 11 13 1 — 1 — 9 26 6 22 — — — — 378 0 0 — 378 0 0 995
4. Lismore, .... 85 82 17 1 — — — 13 3 23 17 — — — — — — 376 15 0 40 0 0 416 15 0 496
5. Cork, .... 182 21 — 39 — — — 9 — - — 3 — — — — — 251 0 0 — 251 0 0 502
C'.Skibbereen, 18 — — 10 — — — 1 — — — — — — — — — 26 10 0 —— 26 10 0 82
62. Bantry, .... 5 — — 13 — — — 7 — — - — — — — — — 39 10 0 — 39 10 0 111
63. Kenmare, . 49 — — 9 — — — 7 — — — — — 6 — — — 73 10 0 — 73 10 0 167
7. Killarney, ....
8. Limerick, . .

88 8 3 47 — — — 3 — 1 5 — — — — — 183 15 0 — 183 15 0 433
191 40 22 77 — — 15 37 10 32 — 13 ISO — — — 956 6 8 — 956 6 8 1,550

9. Galway, . . 34 9 — f) - — — — — — 3 6 — — - 44 0 0 — 44 0 0 95
10*. Ballynakill, 35 — — 14 - — 1 — — — — — - — — — 71 10 0 71 10 0 123
102. Bangor, 9 — — 17 — — - 12 — — — 2 — — — — — 125 10 0 — 125 10 0 160
11. Hallina, . . 61 - — 8 0 — — 7 — — — 10 12 — — — — 157 10 0 — 157 10 0 175
12. Sligo, . . 27 — — 9 — — — 4 - — - 2 4 — — — — 72 10 0 — 72 10 0 106
13. Ballyshannon, 50 4 — 8 - — 1 17 — — — 5 — 25 — - 219 0 0 70 0 0 289 0 0 201
14. Letterkenny,
151. Londonderry,

29 1 — 11 — — 1 4 2 1 — (i — 2 - 71 10 0 — 71 10 0 132
63 10 — 21 — — 3 21 — 12 - 1 - - — 410 10 0 — 410 10 0 351

15s. Coleraine, . . 41 8 — 44 — 220 - 11 — — — 4 30 — 14 — — 291 10 0 71 7 0 362 17 0 761
16. Ballycastle, 22 — — 5 - — — 27 — — — 2 3 — — — — ]66 10 0 ~ ■ 166 10 0 157
17. Drogheda, .... 05 14 10 50 6 7 40 176 10 0 176 10 0 529

Salmon Rods, 
Cross Lines,
Snap Nets,

. 1 man. 

. 2 men.

. 4 do.

Draft Nets.
Drift Nets, 
Trammel Nets,

. 6 men,

. 5 do.
. 2 do.

Pole Nets, 
Bag Nets, 
Fly Nets,

. 3 men.
• 4 do.
• 4 do.

Description of Fish. Tons. cwts. qrs,
Coarse Fish—hake, herrings, &c., . 449 11 1
Oysters, 188 9 1
Lobsters, . . 129 7 3
Fine Fish—salmon and turbot, &c,, 76 13 1

Total, 844 1 2
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Appendix, No. 2.
Applications for By-Laws, Rules, Ac., received by Commissioners.

District or Place. Nature of Application. Observations.

Bantry Bay,
Inver River,
Wexford District,
Killarney District,
Abbey fettle District,

Limerick District, 
Ditto,

Dublin District,
Cork District,

Waterford Harbour,
Drogheda District,
Cork District,
Galway District,
Sligo District,
Ballina District, . . |

To prohibit trawling within certain limits, .
To change season, ...... 

Ditto, ....... 
Ditto, .......

To prohibit net fishing in rivers between six o’clock, p.m., 
and six o’clock, a.m.,

To define mouth of Inny, ..... 
To prohibit net fishing in the tideway of the Shannon after 

12th August, ......
To change season, ...... 
To prohibit the use of nets between six o’clock, p.m., and 

six o’clock, A.M., ......
To change weekly close season, ....
To raise licence duty on bag nets, .... 
To make Queen’s Gap in Lee weirs,
To raise licence duty fifty per cent.,
To change season, ....
To reduce meshes of nets, .....

Granted.
Not granted.
Under consideration.

Ditto.

Ditto.
Refused.

Ditto.
Under consideration.

Refused.
Ditto.
Ditto.

Under consideration.
Granted.
Granted.
Refused.

Licence granted to 
Thomas Eccles, 
A. C. Lambert, 
Archdeacon Magee,

Appendix, No. 3.
Licences to form or plant Oyster Beds. 

Place.
• Glengariffe Harbour, Bantry Bay,
. Killary Harbour, .....
. Streamstown and Cleggan Bays,

Date.
3rd September, 1857. 
15th February, 1858. 
15th February, 1858.

Name.
Archdeacon Magee,
E. Brown,
W. Houston,

Application to form or plant Oyster Beds. 
Place.

. Cleggan and Streamstown Bays,
Ditto, .....

. Killary Harbour, .....

Observations.
Granted.
Under consideration.

Ditto.

District or Place affected by 
By-Law, &c.

Galway District,
Sligo District,
Letterkenny District, 
Limerick District,
Bantry Bay,

Appendix, No. 4.
By-Laws, Orders, Ac., made by the Commissioners. 

Nature of By-Law, Order, &c.
Raising licence duty fifty per cent.,
Change of season, ...... 

Ditto, .......
Extension of season for eel fishing, .... 
Prohibiting trawling, .....

Date.
12th August, 1857. 
2nd September, 1857. 
2nd September, 1857. 
31st December, 1857.
27 th March, 1858.

No. 5.
Conservators in Ireland for the Years 1856 and 1857-

men emplo' ■ d is made up a ’

Number mid Description of Licences sold in 185".

1857.

Amount 
of

Licence
Duty.

1857.

Per centage 
on

Poor Law 
Valuation.

1857.

Total 
Amount 
received 

for Licence 
Duties.

1857.

Ave
rage 
No. 
em

ployed.

Increase or Decrease between 
1850 and 1857.

1.
 S

al
m

on
 H

od
s. 1

2.
 C

ro
ss

 L
in

es
.

3.
 Sn

ap
 N

et
s.

4.
 D

ra
ft 

N
et

s.

•'»
. D

rif
t N

et
s.

•’>
. T

ra
m

m
el

 N
et

s. •
7.

 P
ol

o N
et

s.
8.

 B
ag

 N
et

s.
1

9.
 M

y N
et

s.

Io
. S

ta
ke

 N
et

s. 1
11

. H
ea

d W
ei

rs
.

12
. B

ox
, C

rib
, &

c.

13
. G

up
, E

ye
, &

c.

14
. S

w
ee

pe
rs

.
13

. C
og

hi
lla

.

! 16.
 Lo

op
 N

et
s. 1

1/
.T

ra
m

m
el

 N
et

s£
51

Increase 
in Amount.

Decrease 
in Amount.

In
cr

ea
se

 in
N

um
be

r e
m

pl
oy

ed
.

D
ec

re
as

e i
n

| N
um

be
r e

m
pl

oy
ed

.

1 1 £ s. d. .£' s. cl. .£ s. cl. n. cl. .■£ s. cl.
218 2 17 — — — - — — 174 0 0 — 174 0 0 332 22 0 0 — 37 —

7D - 5‘2 — 1 - Hi — _ 1 — — — — 156 5 0 — 156 5 0 453 31 0 0 — 102 *
85 56 160 11’ 12 — 10 30 r, 27 — — — 524 10 0 — 524 10 0 1,097 1 16 10 0 — 102 —

133 84 17 4 — 15 1 21 17 - 1 - — — — 1 1 1 15 0 40 0 0 454 15 0 570 38 0 0 — 74 —
223 29 43 — - 13 _ 4 - — — — — 307 0 0 — 307 0 0 593 56 0 0 — 91 —

11 1 - 1 - J — — — — 19 10 0 — 19 10 0 59 — 7 0 0 — 23
10 8 6 1 6 — — _ i _ — — - — 42 0 0 — 42 0 0 115 2 10 0 .— 4 —
48 1 _ 1 ] *• — — — — — 7 — SO 0 0 ■ 80 0 0 186 6 10 0 — 19

in; 1 - 1 — 6 - 5 6 — 252 10 0 — 252 10 0 516 68 15 0 — 83 —
227 45 20 10 15 16 •J,s - 15 216 1026 3 4 1026 3 4 1749 69 16 8 — 199 —

71 11 1 n> — — — — 9 17 — — 100 10 0 __ 100 10 0 201 56 0 0 — 106 —
r I 11 - — — - 2 - — - — SO 10 o — 80 10 0 142 9 0 0 — 19 —
14 - Of) 21 '1 — - - 187 0 0 __ 187 0 0 223 61 10 0 .—. 63 -
<8 .) s 10 !_• 156 0 0 — 156 0 0 168 1 10 0 —
32 10

- . __ 2 3 - - — - 84 0 0 81 0 0 119 11 10 0 — 13 —
60 k 1J 1 i Hi — — — 241 10 0 SO 0 0 321 10 0 228 32 10 0 24 —
] | ? ( ) 1 !' 1 — — 1 - 61 10 0 — 61 10 0 127 — 7 0 0 — ,>
3'1 Hi — i 1 I — - 381 10 0 3 1 2 384 11 2 295 — 25 18 10 — 56
26 9 5- 1 93 - 10 — - 1 20 — 2<> — — 279 10 0 66 7 0 345 17 o 688 — 17 0 0 — 73

3 2 1 - 1 1 — — — Ml 10 0 — 111 10 0 116 — 22 0 0 — 11
67 15 11 16 - - - 7 51 - 190 5 0 — 190 5 0 557 13 15 0 — 28 -

4,906 8 4 189 8 2 5,095 16 (i 7,561 625 ti S
1

80 8 10 964 175

, , . i (; ■.!■. I'vo,.No. . . 2 mon.
Stake Ni ts, . . , \‘ l Swi . . f, ,j0.
Head weirs. . ■ " ( ouiiiHs, . • Iman.
Box,crib,See1/ very ’) ' 1111 •

T.oop or Frame Nets, . 1 man. 
Trammel Nets, 1 do.
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Appendix. Appendix,
Report of In
specting Com
missioners of 
Fisheries for 
1857.

Abstract of Statements from Boards of Conservators as

Number and Name of District. General state of the Salmon 
and Inland Fisheries.

Whether the Take of Salmon 
in 1857 was more or less 
productive than in 185(1.

Average price of Salmon 
obtained by the Captors.

1. —Dublin,

2. —Wexford, .

3. —Waterford, .

4. —Lismore,

6. —Cork, ....

6'.—Bantry,

62. —Skibbereen,

63. —Kenmare, .

7. —Killarney, .

8. —Limerick, .

9. —Galway,

IO1.—Ballynakill,

103.—Bangor,

11.—Ballina,

Improving.

Much the same as in former 
years; they have not improved 
cannot say what prospect there 
is for the future.

A very improving slate; greatly 
improved, and every prospect 
of further improvement.

Since the passing of the 11th 
and 12th Vic., c. 92, the sal
mon fisheries have improved 
very much ; the general state 
is now good, and weir owners 
do not complain of the take of 
salmon.

Improving ; the sum of spawn
ing fish was not as great as in 
1856, but the sum of spring 
fish has been for the mouth of 
December, 1857, much greater 
than in December, 1856.

Tolerably good ; very much 
improved since 1855, and a 
greater interest taken in pro
tection and propagation.

The number of spawning fish 
seems to be increased.

Fair; the salmon fisheries al
most stationary for the last 
two years.

Very prosperous ; they have 
improved very considerably, 
and are still improving.

Improving; they have improved, 
and prospects are decidedly 
favourable, although last year 
was an exception.

Rather improving ; there will 
be a large take in July, as the 
year of 1855 was favourable 
to spawning; no high floods 
to sweep away the ova.

Depreciating in catch and value ; 
the salmon fisheries have not 
improved, nor does there ap
pear any prospect of improve
ment.

More productive than for ten 
years past.

Less by far.

A very abundant one; more so 
than the preceding.

More productive.

More productive.

Much less.

Not so good.

Scarcely any difference.

About equal to that of 1856.

Less productive by about one- 
fourth..

Less productive, as there were 
many high floods in 1854; a 
great deal of the ova was 
swept away.

Not much over half the take of 
the preceding year.

Is. to Is. 4d. per lb., Lome 
consumption.

About Cd. to 9d. per lb.

From Is. 1(M. to 8</. and 9d. 
at close of season.

About Is. per lb.

From Is. to Is. 3d. per lb.

About 5d. per lb.

About Cd. per lb.

About Is. 3<Z. up to May, and 
4d. to 5d. in summer.

Spring fish from 2s. Cd. to 
Is. Cd. per lb. ; peall from 
Is. to Cd.

8d. to 9d. per lb.

About Cd. per lb.

About 4d. per lb.
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Appendix.

to the State of the Salmon and Inland Fisheries of Ireland

Whether Salmon 
purchased chiefly for 
Exportation or Homo 

Consumption.

The amount of Pro
tection during Close 

Sexson of 1857, as 
compared with preceding 

year of 185G.

Whether the quan
tity of Breeding Fish 
observed in the Rivers 

has been greater or 
less than preceding 

Year.

Suggestions 
from Conservators.

Number of Water 
Bailiffs on an 

average employed.

Home consumption.

For exportation.

For exportation.

For exportation.

For exportation.

For exportation.

For exportation.

For exportation.

For exportation.

Not for exportation.

Generally for home sup
ply.

Chiefly for exportation.

The amount of protection 
has been very consider
able.

More and more every year.

Greater than in the pre
ceding season.

About the same.

Much better than in former 
years.

About the same.

Greater.

Al out equal.

Amount paid to water 
bailiffs in 1856, was 
£631 6s. 8cZ. ; in 1857, 
£686 Os. 9<l.

More extensive.

Protection equal.

Same amount, and water 
' bailiffs employed about 

the same. The laws arc 
put strongly in force 
against trespassers in 
close season by the ma
gistrates, but the Conser
vators are certain the 
salmon fisheries of the 
district must continue to 
deteriorate so long as trout 
are allowed to escape cap
ture, from the use of the 
inefficient engines in open 
season.

By far greater.

Greater.

Greater.

Number of breeding fish 
is very large.

Less breeding fish in 
close season of 1857. 
Spawning lias not been 
so early.

Much more. An im- 
mence quantity of fish 
seen in the bed of the 
river last December.

Greater.

Much about the same.

Grcater. Increasing every 
year.

Considerably greater. 
Much greater this year 
than any former one.

Much about the same 
quantity.

Less.

Close to commence on 1 Oth 
August in each year.

A change of the close sea
son. in relation to month 
of March.

Change of season. Appro
priation of penalties, as 
directed bv the 11th and 
12th Vic.,'c. 92.

Appropriation of penalties, 
as directed by the 11th 
and 12th Vic., c. 92.

Appropriation of penalties, 
as directed by the 11th 
and 12th Vic., c. 92.

Appropriation of penalties, 
as directed by the 11th 
and 12th Vic., c. 92.

Appropriation of penalties, 
as directed by the 11th 
and 12th Vic., c. 92.

The fines and penalties to 
go to their original source, 
the protection of the fish
eries.

The Conservators again refer 
to their answer given to the 
similar query last season, 
and to request the Commis
sioners’ at tention to the very 
frequent resolutions on the 
subject of the desired reduc
tion in mesh of salmon nets, 
for the purpose of lessening 
the greatly increased num
ber of trout which are, as 
has been often stated on un
doubted authority to be most 
destructive to salmon ova 
and salmon fry, and which 
J. R. Barry, esq., one of the 
I nspccting Commissioners, 
at his inquiry into this, the 
subject of their frequent ap
plications at the court house, 
al ter the examination of wit
nesses, on 30th April, 1856, 
expressed himself so much 
in favour of ; and in his re
port, giving an account of 
his excursion in Scotland, of 
29th September, 185G, which 
appears in the Inst printed 
report of the Fishery Com
missioners to His Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, he 
therein states, "that he had 
met nobody who dissented 
from the opinion that the 
trout were amongst the most 
voracious destroyers ot young 
salmon." Under those cir
cumstances the Conservators 
consider that the hr-law 
sought for ought to have 
been granted, and they now 
request that these their sug
gestions may be introduced 
into the next Annual Report 
of tin- Commissioners, for the 
information of Parliament.

8.

37.

8 to 10.

4.

14.

About 70.

110.

About 250.

Report of In
specting Com
missioners of 
Fisheries for 
1857.

B 2
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Appendix.

Report of In
specting Com
missioners of 
Fisheries for 
1857.

Appendix,
Abstract of Statements from Boards of Conservators as

Appendix,
Schedule of Licence Duties payable in each District in

District. I. Salmon 
Rods.

2. Cross 
Lincs.

3. Snap 
Nets.

4_ Draft 
Nets.

5. Drift 
Nets.

6. Trammel 
Nets 

for Pollen.
7. Polo 
Nets.

£ 3. d. £ 3. d. £ S. d. .£ «• lI- 3. d. £ 3. d. £ 3. d.

1. Dublin,.......................................... 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0

2. Wexford, ..... 0 10 0 10 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 10 0

3. Waterford, .... 0 10 0 I 0 8 1 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 1 6 8

4. Lismore, ..... 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

r Tidal.
5. Cork, ..... 0 10 o 1 10 0 0 15 0

1 1 10 o 
■{ up. Waters.

11 10 o 0 15 0 1 0 0
^2 0 0 -J

61. Skibbereen, .... 0 10 o 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 o 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

6a. Bantry,.......................................... 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 o 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

63. Kenmare, .... 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 o 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

7. Killarney, .... 0 10 0 1 10 o 1 0 0 o 0 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

8. Limerick, .... 0 10 o 1 G 8 1 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 1 6 8

9. Galway, ..... 0 10 o 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 o 1 10 o 0 15 0 1 0 0

lO'.Ballynakill, . . . . 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 io 0 2 0 0

102. Bangor, ..... 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0

11. Ballina, ..... 0 10 o 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0

12. Sligo, ..... 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 o 3 O O 1 10 0 2 0 0

13. Ballyshannon, .... 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0

14. Letterkenny, .... 0 10 0 1 0 o 0 15 0 1 10 o 1 10 0 0 15 o 1 0 0
15*. Londonderry, .... 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 o 2 0 0
152. Coleraine, .... 0 10 o 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 o 1 10 0 0 10 0 1 0 0
1G. Ballycastle, .... 0 10 o 2 0 0 1 10 0 8 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
17. Drogheda, .... o 10 o 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 o

"

1 10 0 0 15 0 10 0

Number and Name of District. General state of the Salmon 
and Inland Fisheries.

Whether the Take of Salmon 
in 1857 was more or less 
productive than in 1856.

Average price of Salmon 
obtained by the Captors.

12.—Sligo, • . . . Much improved, and a good 
prospect of further improve
ment.

Less productive. —

13.—Ballyshannon, The appearance is gcod; im
proved a little.

Not so productive. About 5cZ. per lb.

14.—Letterkenny,
15*.—Londonderry,

Rather improving.
Good ; not so good last year as 

the previous one.

More productive. 
Less.

About 7J. per lb.
About 6<Z. per lb.

152.—Coleraine, . The salmon fisheries are ma
terially improved during the 
last season, and every hope 
of future improvement enter
tained.

More productive. Krom b'</. to Is. 1 <Z. per lb.

16. —Ballycastle, .

17. —Drogheda, .

Rather improving, and a very 
good prospect.

They have improved, and con
tinue to improve.

Much the same.

More productive.

From G<Z. to Is. 6<Z.

About 8<Z. per lb.
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No. G—coniimtec?.
to the State of the Salmon and Inland Fisheries of Ireland—continued.

Whether Salmon 
purchased chiefly for 
Exportation or Homo 

Consumption.

The amount of Pro
tection during Close 

Season of 1857, as 
compared with preceding 

year of 1856.

Whether the quan
tity of Breeding Fish .. , ,... .

observed in the Rivers Suggestions N BaSffs on an
has been greater or from Conservators. i a
less than preceding avcra8° employ cd.

Year.

Chiefly all for exporta
tion.

Not so good, but as far as 
the funds would permit.

1
Greater; an abundant — —

supply of breeding fish
this year on the spawn- |
ing beds.

All exported, with the 
exception of a small 
quantity for home con
sumption.

Protection the same, ex
cept a few more bailiffs 
employed.

Greater. — , —

Entirely for exportation. 
Principally for exporta

tion.

The same. 
About the same.

Greater. — , About 30.
About the same, but — | About 30 by the

later. I Conservators, but
much more by the

Two-thirds for exporta
tion.

More considerable than 
185G.

Lessee.
Much more, but the fish Change of season for pollen About 43 bailiffs and 
are considerably smaller. —to commence 1st Feb- 2 inspectors, and 

ruary and end 1st Novem- about 20 bailiffs 
her—the capture of pollen employed by pri-

About two-thirds ex
ported.

Much the same.

having no reference to vate parties, 
any other fish.

Greater by far. ' — About 15.

Chiefly for exportation. Increased. Greater. The Conservators suggest that From 8 to 12.
a vastly increased duty bo 
put on all fixed engines used 
in the sea—as bag nets or 
stake nets; these last are 
increasing in number, and 
have in tbo Scotch and Irish 
rivers caused a deficiency in 
the fish and deprived many 
fishermen of livelihood, by
throwing them out of em
ployment orgivingno return 
ter their labour. The duty- 
on those nets bears no pro
portion to the expenses of 
water bailiffs, nor to tbo 
value of their capture ; nor 
arc they rated to tbo poor 
rates, whilst the poor fisher
men are obliged to pay both 
net or weir licence duty, and 
are also rated for tbo poor 
rates, though their capture 
is not increased in proportion 
to these recent charges.

Appendix.

Report of In
specting Com
missioners of 
Fisheries for 
1857.

No. 7.
Ireland on Engines used for Fishing, on 1st January, 1858.
L. Bag Nets

1 9. Fly Nets.
1
•

10. Stake Nets. 11. Head 
Weirs.

12. Box, Crib, 
&c.

13. Gap, Eye, 
&o. 14. Sweepers. 15. Coghills. 16. Loop Nets.

£ 3. d. £ 8. d. «£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. s. d.

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — — —

2 10 0 2 10 O 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — — —

3 6 8 8 6 8 10 0 0 2 0 0 3 6 8 0 13 4 — —

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — — —

5 0 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 5 0 0 0 10 0 — — —

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — — —

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — — —

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 —

3 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 2 0 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — —

3 G 8 3 6 8 10 0 0 2 0 0 3 6 8 G 10 0 — — —

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — —

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — — —•

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — — —

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 o — —

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — —

5 () (I 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — — —

2 10 0 2 10 O 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 - — 0 10 o

5 0 0 5 0 (l 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — — —

5 0 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — — —

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 —

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 —— —
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Appendix,
State of tho Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1858, pursuant to the

Name 
of District. Boundaries. Registering Officer.

1st Class employed 
in 1857.

2nd Class employed 
in 1857.

Total employed 
in 1857.

1st Class cmplo 
in 1858.

yed

Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys Vessels. Men. Boys.

Dublin, From Whip of Water 
Nth., to the Breaches, 
South.

J. A. Shears, 59 183 53 150 522 30 215 705 83 08 209 63

Arklow, . From the Breaches, to 
Sluice River.

J. Bowie, 223 1,325 115 102 407 02 325 1,732 177 224 1,331 115

Wexford, . From Sluice River to 
Bannow, Co.Wexford.

W. J. Partridge, . 47 5 228 714 31 - 761 30 228 17 76 -

Waterford, . From Bannow to Bally- 
voile Bridge, Co. Water
ford.

J. 0. Bathurst, 48 175 19 250 909 52 304 1,141 71 42 117 15

Youghal, From Ballyvoilo to 
Ballywiliiam Cove.

W. Sterne, . 06 461 41 339 1,437 71 405 1,901 112 50 339 4

Queenstown, From Roddington, Ring
Point, to Ballywiliiam
Flat Head, Horse 
Head.

T. Gifs, 50 180 11 229 87 5 85 279 1,055 90 149 187 7

Kinsalc, From Flat Head to 
Inchy Bridge.

J. A. St. Lcger, . 40 247 33 411 2,170 88 154 2,423 121 45 279 35

Skibbereen,. From Hollyinchy Bridge 
to Three Castle Head.

C. K. Jackson, 25 170 IS 037 3,017 301 002 3,217 319 24 .158 0

Whitehorse, From Three Castle Head 
to Glengarifl'.

W. Townsend, - 6 0 37 90 22 37 102 24 0 32 -

Castletown, . From Shot Head to
Snccm, Co. Kerry.

T. Hungerford, . 04 227 4 1,087 7,847 127 1,751 8,074 131 00 234 4

Westcove, . From Sneem to River
Eroyknock,

J. K. White, 11 33 - 134 088 4 145 721 4 8 20 16
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No. 8.
5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1857.

2nd Class employed 
in 1858.

Total employed 
in 1858. '

Increase since 
1857.

Decrease since 
1857. Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Com

manders of Coast-Guards and other Registering 
Officers, up to tho 1st January, 1858.

Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys.

171 510 30 239 719 93 24 44 10 - - - The condition of tho Fishing Establishment improving 
in the class of vessels. The take of fish more productive. 
Tho salmon fisheries not improved as regards the mode 
of taking the fish; but tho take has been more produc
tive. No Curing Establishments. No conflicts. Tho 
habits of the men fair; but when they have good luck, 
excess of drink causes fighting occasionally.

There lias been considerable improvement in boats and 
gear, and within the last three years many of the beats 
have followed tho herrings to tho north anil even to tho 
east of Scotland, which is a very significant appearance 
of improvement and industry. The take of fish much 
less. Not much salmon fishing in the district. No con
flicts. The fishermen very orderly and peaceable. Tho 
fisheries have been lately completely shut up by tho 
accumulation of sand at the bar and mouth of Arklow 
Harbour, attributed to the new pier built there. If 
measures were taken to keep the mouth of the harbour 
clear, it would be a great boon and a vast improvement 
to the fisheries.

Bad. Worse than in 1811, and on the decline. The take 
of fish less productive. The salmon fisheries not im
proved. Last season was the worst known. No Curing 
Establishments. No conflicts. The fishermen arc orderly 
and peaceable.

No improvement compared with 1811. Nor any sign of 
improvement. Last year’s take very bad. The salmon 
fisheries much improved. No Curing Establishments. 
No conflicts. The fishermen peaceable and orderly.

There is a great falling off in tho number of boats at 
Youghal and Ardmore, there is an improvement in 
boats and gear; but at Dungarvan, Knockadoon, and 
Ballycotton, on the decline and no improvement. Less 
productive in the take of all sorts of fish, but at Bally
cotton, whore there has been an average take. Tho 
salmon fisheries have improved generally. No Curing 
Establishments. No conflicts. The habits of the fisher
men peaceable and orderly. The registry is in a very 
confused state. A new registry should take place.

Tho Fishing Establishment generally decreasing. The 
take of fish less productive. The salmon fisheries not 
improved. No Curing Establishment. No conflicts. 
Tim fishermen orderly and peaceable. The registry is 
not perfect.

Less number of boats and men, and in much tho same 
condition regarding their gear. The take of fish better 
in small fish. At Kinsale there is a sign of improve
ment in the boats. No salmon taken except in tho 
Bandon River. No Curing Establishments. No con
flicts. The fishermen peaceable and orderly. Very 
difficult to have the registry perfect.

There appears to be a considerable falling off both in mon 
and boats since 1811. No improvement. The take of 
fish much tho same as last year, but one station reports 
a more productive takoof mackerel. The take of salmon 
last year was less productive th in the preceding. No 
Curing Establishments. No conflicts. The fishermen 
orderly and peaceable. The decrease of population and 
tho poverty ot the people is the cause of the falling off 
in the number of boats. Although it is the general 
opinion that tho quantity of fish, of late years, has de
creased.

Not so prosperous. Boats not so numerous now. Gear 
equally good. There is improvement within the last 
three years. The take of fish much more productive. 
The salmon fisheries unsuccessful last year. At Bantry 
there arc three Curing Establishments. No conflicts. 
The fishermen arc pcacoablcand orderly,and have always 
been so.

The condition of the fishery of the district is not so good. 
However, there has been a slight improvement during 
the past year. The take of fish has been much less pro
ductive. Almost a total failure. The salmon fisheries 
in this district have been very limited. No Curing Es
tablishments exist. No conflicts. Tho habits of tho 
fishermen are orderly and peaceable. The coast abounds 
with a great quantity of fish, and, notwithstanding, tho 
fisheries are conducted on a very limited scale, and 
more at the laprieeof those engaged therein, than ac
cording to any well organized plan. This is caused 
chiefly by the indigent circumstances of the fishermen, 
who hold small farms on which they depend for their 
support. The registration is, at present, imperfect, 
owing io the great number of boats which have gone to 
ruin, as well as numbers which have changed ownership 
consequent on emigration. It isstronglv suggested that 
a new registry should take place, and that it should bo 
repeated periodically.

Very much reduced in every way. There is, however, an 
improvement, and more particularly in the salmon fish
ery along the coast. The take of fish was less produc
tive, as the fish were very Scarce. The take of white fish 
decidedly not improved. The trawlers and long line 
boats are constantly at work in Kenmare River. No 
herrings Were taken on this part of the const as tho fish 
were very scarce this last Beason. The salm n In herits 
have improved decidedly, and bag nets are much used in 
the River Kenmare, and the take was very successful. 
No conflicts. No Curing Establishments. A new regis- 
trati.'U is complete.

IOS •134 G2 332 1,765 177 7 33 - - - -

180 853 7 197 934 7 S98 221 5G4 - -

2G9 979 52 311 1,126 67 7 - - - 18 4

2G8 1,210 81 324 1,549 85 — - - 81 352 27

210 G55 20 259 812 27 - - - 20 213 69

327 1,873 87 372 2,152 122 - - 1 82 271 -

862 3,910 383 886 4,008 3S9 221 851 70 - - -

231 912 33 237 941 33 x 200 842 9 - - -

1,G87 7,847 127 1,753 8,081 131 2 8 - - - -

130 650 32 138

1

670 48 - ■11 7 51 -
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Appendix,
State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1858, pursuant to the

Name 
or District. Boundaries. Registering Officer.

1st Class employed 
in 1857.

2nd Class employed 
in 1857.

Total employed 
in 1857.

1st Class employed 
in 1858.

Vessels.
1

Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men.
1
Boys.

Knightstown, From Enagh River to 
Castlemaine.

W. Lyons, 1 3 - 261 1,170 45 205 1,179 45 1 5 1

Dingle, From Cromane Point 
(Bull Head) to Blen- 
nerville.

A. Hobart, 10 •10 - 100 520 - 110 560 - - - -

Ballyheigue, From Blennerville to 
Cashen River.

A. Kennedy, 22 100 - 33 128 - 55 228 - 21 94 -

Kilrush, From Cashen River to 
Kilbaraha.

II. G. Austen, - - 1-18 410 - 148 410 - - -

Seafield, From Black Head to 
Farrihie Beach.

E. J. Morriss, - - - 69 190 2 09 190 2 - -

Galway, From Farrihie to Mason 
Island.

G. Clarke, . 258 1,290 258 611 2,414 50 869 3,731 30S 270 1,380 276

Clifden, From Mason Island to 
Ruana Point.

A. C. May, . 40 10fi 52 713 2,875 77 702 2,981 129 55 110 20

Westport. From Doobeg to Ruana 
Point.

R. Wilcox, . 27 7G G 297 1,172 15 321 1,248 21 52 88 -

Keele, . From Ballycray Castle 
to Bony Glen.

J. Adam, 18 52 10 350 1,512 10 374 1,504 26 12 30 10

Belmullet, . From Butter Point to 
Doona Head.

W. Dawson, 1 12 3 187 010 41 188 622 44 2 6

Dunkeehan, From Brandy Point to
Loch Murrough and 
Ben Tver, Baldering.

S. Sharp, - - 51 221 4 51 224 4 - - -

Bullycastle, . From Glensky Cove to 
the centre of Bartra 
Isle.

A. Henri, - - - 110 1,022 9 140 1,022 9 — -

Pullendiva, . From Sligo Bridge to 
Ballina Bridge.

R. K. Thompson, . 1 3 - 72 411 o 73 414 o 1 3 -
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No. 8—continued.
5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1857.

2nd Class employed 
in 1858.

Total employed 
in 1858.

Increase since
1857-

Decrease since 
1857. Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Com

manders of Coast-Guards and other Registering 
Officers, up to the 1st January, 1858.

Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys.

267 1,181 53 268 1,189 3 10 9 A decided improvement last year in boats and gear. 
The fishing district much improved the last three years. 
The take of all kinds of white fish, except ling, was 
never worse, the weather being unfavourable; but there 
were, as usual, fish on the coast. The take of salmon 
was much worse than any of the preceding years from 
1849. The Pishing Establishment at Portmagco cured 
0,782 ling, which weighed about 24] tons. No salmon 
cured. No instances of any conflict. The habits of tho 
fishermen are orderly and peaceable. In Cahorcivcon 
River there aro numbers of salmon from July to Novem
ber, but as the close season commences in August, thero 
arc no fishers. If permission were given to have it open 
from 12th July to 15th October, there would be a quan
tity of excellent salmon taken. At present it is poached 
extensively.

100 520 110 560 — — - - - The sprit-sail and row-boats arc not much in use, as tho 
canoes are very prevalent and numerous hero. Canoes 
much improved ami in good order. Last year has been 
more productive than the preceding year in capture of 
fish generally. No salmon fishery in this district. Only 
one Cluing Establishment,belonging to the Royal Irish 
Fisheries’ Company. There have been no conflicts. Tho 
fishermen are generally orderly and well-conducted.

18 59 - 39 153 - - - - 16 75 - A great falling off in boats and gear, and but few fish 
taken. No improvement. The takeof fish less produc
tive. No Curing Establishment. No conflicts. Tho 
fishermen are peaceable.

116 483 12 116 483 12 o 37 The fishing gradually decreasing in this locality, and far 
inferior to what it was in 184-1. No sign of improve
ment. Fewer fish taken last year, and fewer peoplo 
looking after them. Tho salmon fisheries have not im
proved ; indeed quite the reverse. Many stako nets 
discontinued in consequence of the unprofitable returns. 
Only one Curing Establishment, that at Glynn, which 
lias existed for a long period. No conflicts. The fisher
men are peaceable and orderl y, except in case of wrecks. 
Tho registry is imperfect.

55 186 3 55 1S6 3 1 14 J0 - The Fishing Establishment has greatly fallen off, tho 
poverty of the fishermen preventing them from repairing 
or replacing their net-, lines, tec., that aro frequently 
damaged or lost. Fishing has been decidedly less suc
cessful or remunerative; tho take less. Only onosmall 
salmon fishery in district, and very few taken last year. 
No Curing Establishment. No conflicts. The fisher
men orderly and peaceable.

626 2,501 65 902 3,884 311 33 150 33 - - - At a good standard This year has equalled the last, which 
was very productive, save in herrings, which seem nearly 
to have deserted the coast. Salmon fisheries tho same_
in a fair state. No Curing Establishment on any largo 
scale. No conflicts. Tho fishermen orderly and peace
able.

372 1,485 11 427 1,595 31 — - - 335 1,386 98 A decrease in first-class boats, and a slight increase in 
second-class boats. The take of fish less productive. Tho 
salmon fisheries less productive. No new mode of taking 
salmon. No Curing Establishments. No conflicts. Tho 
habits of tho fishermen peaceable.

187 734 14 239 822 14 - - - 85 426 J Much the same. No sign of improvement. No alteration 
in the salmon fisheries No Curing Establishments. 
No conflicts. The habits of the fishermen peaceable 
and orderly.

316 1,480 16 328 1,510 26 — — 46 54 - Depressed as in 1811, and no sign of improvement. Tho 
take of fish less productive. Tho salmon fisheries not 
improved. Bag nets have been worked by Mr. Hector 
but by reason of severe weather the success was very 
limited. One Curing Establishment at Keele for curing 
salmon. No conflicts. The fishermen generally peaceable.

112 543 114 549 74 73 41 Much improved since 1841. The take of fish considerably 
less. The salmon fisheries remain much as reported last 
year—not much improved. Very few salmon taken 
last year as compared with preceding year. No Curing 
Establishment at present in existence. No conflicts 
The fishermen peaceable and ordoilv. Not one-half of 
the boats appearing as registered are actually engaged 
in fishing, the people being more occupied in farming 
and only fishing occasionally.

50 128 9 50 128 9 — 5 4 96 - This year fi-h not so abundant Boats much tho same 
One bag net for salmon fisheries has been introduced" 
but with very little success—not enough to pay expenses 
No Curing Establishments. No conflicts have taken 
place.

145 1,012 8 115 1,012 8 — 1 10 1 An increase of curraghs, and decrease of boats, at 
Bolderig. An improvement at Ross, and no improve- 

at Ballycastleand Kilcummin Stations The take 
of fish less productive. The salmon fisheries have not 
improved No Curing Establishments in existence. No 
conflicts have taken place. The revision of registrv, 
and tho officer of each division to register the boats in 
tho Coast Guard Division under his command.

72 111 2 73 111 o
- - - - Nearly tho same as in 1844. No sign of improvement 

No change in the take of fish. The salmon fisheries 
have rather improved. No Curing Establishments. No 
conflicts. The fishermen peaceable.
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Appendix,

State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1858, pursuant to the

Name 
or Distkict. Bouxdaries. Registering Officer.

1st Class employed 
in 1857.

. 2nd Class employed 
in 1857.

Total employed 
in 1857.

1st Class employed 
in 1858.

Vessels. Men. Both. Vessels. ’ Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Bovs Vessels. ! Men. ! Bovs.
1__

Sligo, . From Abbey Point to 
Sligo Bridge.

E. G. Elliott, 7 23 - 21 1 1,060 47 218 1.083 47 15 -

Killybegs, . From Donegal to Gwce- 
barra Bar.

R. Heard, !) 20 3 501 2,770 131 513 2,808 131 10 31 G

Rutland, From Gweebarra Bar to 
Bloody Foreland.

T. Bate, - - - - - - - - -

Sheephaven, From Bloody Foreland 
to Fannet Point.

F. Collins, • - - - 677 2,030 110 677 2,036 110 - - -

Rathmullen, From East side of Lee- 
nan Bay, West side of 
Fannet Point,toLough 
Swilly, Ramelton.

M. Knox, . - - - 55 205 60 55 205 60 -

Cavne, From Leenan Bay to 
Shrove Head.

G. S. Penfold, . - - - 113 620 23 113 620 23 —

Greencastle, From Innishowen Head 
to Culmore, Downhill.

W. Burb, 6 19 - 164 673 32 170 692 32 15 -

Ballycastle, . From Downhill to Nap
pan.

W. Mould, . - - - 274 703 40 274 703 10 - - -

Carrickfergus. From Mountain Stream, 
near Garron Point, to 
Belfast.

J. E. Elliott, 8 38 1 171 573 81 179 611 82 8 38 4

Donaghadee, From Belfast to New
castle Quay.

W. G. Jones, 11!) 22 636 1,303 201 755 1,828 223 120 529 24

Strang ford, . From Newcastle Quay 
to Sheepland Head.

J. H. Hockley, . 11!) 525 22 636 1,303 201 755 1,828 223 - -

Newcastle, . From Sheepland Cove to 
River Foot.

G. A. E. Ridge, . - 201 813 64 <01 813 64 1 4 -

Carlingford, . From Ballagan Point to 
Onieath.

— - - - - - - - -

Dundalk, From Maiden Tower, 
near Drogheda, to 
River Foot, to the 
West of Cooley Point, 
near Greenore.

T. A. Gaussen, 12 59 2 311 SG5 73 323 921 75 12 59 0

Malahide, . From South side of 
mouth of Boyne to 
Howth.

J. Irwin, 51 312 45 48 83 6 99 395 51 51 294 48

Howth, . From Howth to Whip 
of Water.

H. Prosser, 12 76 9 16 10 4 28 86 13 12 7 0 9
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No. 8—continued,
5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1857.

1 2nd Class employed 
in 1853.

Total employed 
in 1858.

Increase since 
1857.

Decrease sinco 
1857. Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Com

manders of Coast-Guards and other Registering 
Officers, up to tho 1st January, 1858.

Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys.

192
1
1,050 24 197 1,065 21 - - — 21 18 23 No apparent difference in the condition of the Fishing 

Establishment. Tho take of fish rather less. Tho 
salmon fisheries failed very much. A small Curing 
Establishment has been formed at Mullagbtnorc. No 
conflicts. The fishermen peaceable and orderly; but 
tho lino fishermen complain that the trawling limitsaro 
not properly defined, which has nearly led to conflicts, 
only for tho interference of tho Coast Guards. Regis
tration very difficult to be effected.

47] 2,024 523 481 2,055 529 - - 95 32 753 - Tho condition of tho Fishing Establishment much im
proved since 1844. The take less productive last year. 
The salmon fisheries have not improved. There aro 
two or three small Curing Establishments at St. John's 
Point. No conflicts have occurred.

281 1.156 161 281 1,156 164 — — — - - - There is no sign of improvement. Tho take of fish last 
year was worse than the preceding one. isalmon fishing 
has rather improved last season. No Curing Establish
ments. No conflicts have taken place. Tho habits of 
tho fishermen arc peaceable and orderly. The registry 
is not perfect.

747 2,342 130 747 2,312 130 70 306 20 - - - On the decline, and no sign of improvement. The take of 
fish less productive. Tho salmon fisheries somewhat 
improved. No Curing Establishment, except a tem
porary one bv a merchant in Dunfannghy. No conflicts 
have occurred. A larger ami better description of boats 
for deep sea fishing would levcry desirable; and tho 
owners compelled to register their boats, &c.

Includ ed in Cn me an d Shoe [diaven.

174 986 23 171 986 23 61 366 - — - - A marked improvement, particularly within the last year, 
sixty-one new boats having been registered. The take 
of fish less productive. The salmon fisheries have im
proved. There is a large stone building by an English 
capitalist for curing fish. No conflicts. The habits of 
tho fishermen orderly and pcaecablc.

17G 728 27 181 713 27 11 131 - - 5 No improvement. The take less productive. Tho salmon 
fisheries not so good. No Curing Houses in this district. 
No conflicts. The fishermen are ordcrlyand peaceable.

187 513 4S 187 513 42 — — 2 87 190 - The general condition of the Fishing Establishment the 
same. The take less productive. Great failure last 
year. No improvement in the salmon fisheries. No 
Curing Houses. No conflicts. The fishermen orderly 
and peaceable.

2.19 611 101 227 682 108 •is 71 26 — - - Tho Fishing Establishment rather decreased since 1811. 
No improvement within tho last three years. 1 he take 
has been fair average. 1 he salmon fisheries haw not 
improved. No Curing Establishment. No conflicts. 
The trawlers in Bel last Lough are constantly fishing in 
forbidden ground.

650 1,324 120 770 1,853 141 15 25 - - 79 Very slight improvement. The take of white fish less 
productive. No salmon fishery in this district. No 
Curing Establishment. No conflicts. Tho fishermen 
arc orderly and peaceable.

This not a Regist ering District.

200 815 56 207 819 56 .. 36 - - — 8 A slight improvement in the Fishing Establishment in 
sonic pl ices. The take offish more productive in sonic 
places, and less in others. No improvement in tho 
salmon fisheries. No Curing Establishments. No con
flicts. The fishermen are peaceable and orderly.

Includ cd in N ewcastl e and D undal k.

312 1,018 92 324 1,077 01 1 153 19 - - - No sign of improvement. The take of white fish less 
productive. The salmon fisheries have improved. There 
arc no Curing Establishments. No conflicts. Tho 
fishermen orderly and peaceable.

50 82 8 101 376 56 2 - 5 - 19 - No sign of improvement. A great diminution in vessels 
and boats since 1844. The take of fish last year lias 
been somewhat more productive than tho preceding. 
No salmon fishery within this district. No Curing 
Establishment. No conflicts. Tho fishermen are both 
orderly and peaceable.

10 10 4 22 80 13 - - - G G - No sign of improvement. The take offish less produc
tive. No salmon fisheries in this district. No Curing 
Establishments. No conflicts. The habits of tho 
fishermen arc peaceable and orderly.
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Appendix, No. 9.—Table showing the Close Seasons for Salmon and Trout in the different Districts in Ireland, as fixed by Statute Law, or the Order of the Commissioners, on

Dublin ; Printed by Alex. Thom & Sons, 87 & 88, Abbey-street, for Iler Majesty’s Stationery Office.

No. and Name of District. Tidal. Fresh Water. Rod Fishing.

1. Dublin, . Between the 31st August and 1st February. Between 31st August and 1st March. Between 28th September and 1st March.

2. Wexford, < 9 9 28th September and 1st March, (but fixed Nets between loth}
September and 1st March.) j 99 28th September and 1st March. 99 Do. do.

3. Waterford, 99 loth September and 12th February. » 15th September and 12th February. ’9 Do. and 12th February.

4. Lismore, . • 99 31st August and 1st February. 99 31st August and 1st March. 99 Do. and 1st March.

5. Cork,
r j 99 Do. and 12th Feb., for Electoral Division A (between 

Ballvcotton and Barry’s Head, East of Oyster Haven). ( 99 Do. and 1st April, for Electoral Division C. 99 Do. and 1st March, for Electoral Division C.

i »’ Do. and 1st March, for Electoral Division B (between 1 
Barry’s Head, East of Oyster Haven, and Galley Head), j n Do. and 1st April, for Electoral Division D. 99 Do. and 1st April, for Electoral Division D.

61. Skibbereen, 9, loth September and 1st April. >9 15th September and 1st April. }>
15th October and 1st April.

62. Bantry, . 99 Do. ( do. 99 Do. do. 99 Do. do.

63. Kenmare, - 99 Do. do. 99 Do. do. 99 Do. do.

7. Killarney, •> 31st July and 1st January. 99 31st May and 1st January. ’» 28th September and 1st February (but for Cross Lines between 
31st May and 1st January).

8. Limerick, • { >9 12th August and 12th February, but between Kerry Head I 
and Dunmore Head, 15th September and 1st April.

12th August and 12th February; but for Electoral Divisions') 
C and D, 12th August and 1st May; and Rivers between 1 
Kerry Head and Dunmore Head, 15th September and f 
1st April. J

99 15th September and 12th February; but between Kerry Head 
and Dunmore Head, 15th October and 1st April.

9. Galway, . 99 31st August and 1st February. 99 31st August and 1st March. 99 28th September and 1st March.

10*. Ballinakill, )) Do. do. 99 Do. do. 99 Do. do.

102. Bangor, . 99 Do. do. 99 Do. do. 99 Do. do.

11. Ballina, . 9> 19th August and 1st February. 99 19th August and 1st February. » 19th August and 1st February.

12. Sligo, 99 Do. do. 99 Do. do. 99 28th September and do.

13. Ballyshannon, 99 Do. do. 99 Do. do. 99 19th August and 1st February.

14. Letterkenny, . 99 Do. and 1st January, and one mile above Tideway. 99 Do. and 1st March. »» 28th September and 1st March.

151. Londonderry, . 99 31st August and 1st February. 99 31st August and do. 99 Do. do.

152. Coleraine, 99 19th August and do. 99 19th August and do. » Do. do.

16. Ballycastle, Do. do. 99 Do. do. 99 Do. do.

Do. and 12th February, from Skerries to Cranfield 99 Do. and 12th February, from Skerries to Cranfield")
Do. and 12th February.17. Drogheda, Point; but between 28th September and 1st March, from Point; between 28lh Seotember and 1st March, from > 99

Cranfield Point to Donaghadee. Cranfield Point to Donaghadee. j
---------------------------- -----------------------------------———------------
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