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REPORT
OF THE

FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND.
FOR 1858.

To His Excellency the Earl oe Eglinton and Winton, Lord Lieutenant-General 
and General Governor of Ireland.

May it please your Excellency,
We, the Commissioners for administering the Fishery Laws for Ireland, beg 

to submit to your Excellency the Report of the Inspecting Commissioners of Fisheries, 
for the year 1858, which refers to the general state of the Irish Fisheries.

The Sea Coast Fishery does not appear to be in that progressive state of general 
improvement which we could desire. In some localities, where the means of transit by 
steam are available, an activity in capture and an increase in business are perceptible. 
There appears, by the returns from the Railway Companies, an addition of sixty tons in 
the amount conveyed in the year 1858 over that carried in 1857. We are inclined to 
attribute the languid state of the Sea Fisheries of Ireland, in a great measure, to the want 
of curing establishments. In districts remote from railway and steam-boat communi
cation there is no constant and steady demand for sea fish, and the sale depends upon 
the casual requirements of the neighbourhood, the vendors being at the mercy of the 
purchasers so far as price is concerned.

It is gratifying to state that some of the Oyster Fisheries created under the powers 
vested in us, as Commissioners of Fisheries for granting Licences to private parties to 
form artificial layings or beds, have prospered ; and we anticipate that this success may 
stimulate others to embark in similar operations, more especially as the supply of this 
description of food falls far short of the demand.

The Salmon Fisheries of Ireland present a much more flourishing condition ; they are 
progressively improving. The laws are better observed, and, where it becomes necessary 
to enforce them, more vigorously administered than heretofore. The aid rendered by the 
Constabulary is found to be most valuable and effective, under instructions recently issued 
by the Inspector-General of that Department. The Coast Guards have also been most 
zealous and active in the discharge of the duty imposed on them under the Fishery 
Acts.

We have in former Reports referred to the expediency of consolidating the six Acts 
relating to the Irish Fisheries now in force—a draft of a Bill for that purpose has been 
prepared by the Solicitor to the Board, and revised by counsel.

We have had referred to us the subject of the improvement of unproductive rivers 
mentioned in the Report of the Inspecting Commissioners, and arc of opinion that it is a 
subject deserving favourable consideration.

We have the honour to be
Your Excellency’s obedient Servants,

Commissioners of Public Works 
and Fisheries in Ireland.

R. GRIFFITH.
J. RADCLIFF.
J. G. M‘KERLIE.

J. REDMOND BARRY. Inspecting Commissioners of 
WM. J. FFENNELL. Fisheries in Ireland.

Edward Hornsby, Secretary.

Department of Fisheries, Office of Public Works, 
Dublin, IsZ June, 1859.
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4 APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE

A P P E N I) I X .

Report of Inspecting Commissioners for 1858.
Sea Fisheries.—Since our last Annual Report, which 

bears date the 31st March, 1858, the arrangement for 
the new organization of the Coast Guard department, 
under the direction of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, appears to have been fully completed, ami, 
as it will terminate the perpetual state of mutation in 
the boundaries of districts, we anticipate increased facili
ties, not only in the preservation of order and the en
forcement of byedaws and regulations, but in procuring 
from time to time such statistical information as should, 
in the aggregate, constitute one of the most important 
objects of our department.

The coast has been divided into two “ Districts,” and 
sub-divided into “Forty Divisions,” each under the di
rection of either an Inspecting Commander, or an In
specting Chief Officer, or Lieutenant.

We stated in our last Report that a considerable part 
of the coast had been visited by one of the Inspecting 
Commissioners for the purpose of conferring, in person, 
with the Inspecting Officers on the important question 
of the registry. Since then nearly all the others have 
been visited, and we have been enabled, on comparing 
the several views of the different officers, which we 
found almost uniformly favourable to the same course, 
to come to the conclusion, that the whole of the old 
registry, which lias degenerated into a most defective 
system, should be superseded by one perfectly new, of 
all the fishing vessels and persons employed on the 
whole coast; that each Inspecting Oflicer shall register 
within his own division ; and that arrangements shall 
be made for such an occasional revision as shall render 
each succeeding annual return correct.

In several cases the Inspecting Officers have, in their 
respective divisions, with great labour and difficulty, 
endeavoured to furnish tolerably accurate returns of the 
present numbers of boats, which will be found in the 
Appendix, and to which we beg to refer.

In analyzing these returns, there will be found gener
ally a gloomy picture of the present state of our coast 
fisheries ; but there arc still some indications of revival. 
There is one point upon which there is a concurrence 
of opinion, namely, that for a long time there has not 
been a season more unfavourable than the last to the 
capture of fish upon the exposed parts of our coast, or 
where those migratory shoals of what are termed bay 
fish have less frequently visited us. This opinion is, 
however, not sustained by the railway returns.

In 1857 the quantity of fish, in gross, conveyed by 
the Southern and Western Railway ami Midland Great 
Western, was—

1,350 tons. 
Of which salmon and turbot constituted, 381 „

Making the gross of coarse fish, . . 969 „
For the year 1858, the gross quantity was—

1,410 tons. 
Of which salmon and turbot constituted, 304 „

Making of coarse fish, . 1,106 „
Increase this year on gross quantity, 60 tons. 
Decrease in salmon and turbot, 77 „ 

Increase in coarse fish, . 137 tons.
Oyster Fisheries.—We still continue to receive assur

ances of the prosperous state of some of those oyster 
fisheries in the river Kenmare and elsewhere, for which 
the Board had granted their first licences. Mr. Mahony, 
under date the 10th February, states:—“That his oyster 
beds are in as flourishing a condition as could well be 
desired, and arc likely to pay very well.” Notwith
standing which, we have, since our last Report, received 
no additional applications for licences. Under this head

we have so often attempted to stimulate the energies of 
parties interested in the object, that we have only to 
refer to our Report of 1856, Appendix, page 5, and our 
Report of last year, Appendix, page 5, and to add that 
we have reason still to believe that the stocks are daily 
being exhausted, while the demand, both for home con
sumption and for England, continues unabated. Our 
shores abound in sources of increase, and while all the 
powers of skill ami capital are being applied to the 
cultivation of the oyster fisheries at St. Brueux, in the 
department of Cotes du Nord, under the direction of 
Monsieur Coste, and in other parts of France, presenting, 
according to the statements in the Moniteur, accounts 
scarcely credible, of wonderful success, our sea coast 
proprietors seem but too regardless of the object.

In the Appendix, No. 1, will be found a report on 
the North and North-cast Coast Fisheries, from Mr. 
Ffcnnell.

SALMON FISHERIES.
The Inspecting Commissioners, in presenting their 

Report on the Salmon Fisheries for 1858, are gratified in 
being able to state that a manifest progress in improve
ment continues. Boards of Conservators, generally 
speaking, arc zealous in the discharge of their duties, 
and have become better acquainted with the practical 
details of the Fishery Laws by increased experience. 
The value of protection, during close seasons, has been 
fully demonstrated in all waters connected with those 
districts, in which due attention has been paid to the 
enforcement of the laws in the fence months. The 
habit of poaching has been considerably abated by the 
vigilance of the functionaries employed for its preven
tion ; and the public,generally, begin to feel and acknow
ledge that the Fishery Laws arc just in principle, effi
cient in their application foi* the good of the commu
nity at large, and entitled to the aid and co-operation of 
all reasonable men in sustaining those appointed to en
force them. The aid of the Constabulary is now very 
zealously rendered, the Inspector-General of that de
partment having recently issued special instructions to 
the force, to which are appended references to the sec
tions of the Acts of Parliament, applying to offences 
within the sphere of their duties to prevent ; and such 
active co-operation, from so effective a body, cannot fail 
to realize an amount of good to the community, in the 
protection and development of so valuable a national 
resource, not easily estimated. [A copy of these instruc
tions will be found in Appendix, see No. 2.]

Close and Open Season.—The question of the regula
tion of seasons has occupied much of our attention since 
our last Report, ami we have endeavoured, in those cases 
which we submitted to the Board, after local inquiry 
being made, to found our recommendations upon a policy 
which, while we felt disposed to accede to the views of 
the majority of those immediately interested, to a cer
tain extent, would still secure a sufficient stock of fish 
being spared for the purposes ol reproduction, even 
though we might fail in satisfying many parties, who 
may have sought for extensions beyond what we con
ceive it would be expedient or prudent to grant. In 
some instances persons advocating extension of the open 
season to later periods, seem to think that proof of the 
good quality of the fish is sufficient to call for its adop
tion, but to this doctrine we must beg to take excep
tion ; because we believe that, taking into account the 
increase and improvements in the modes of capture, that 
many waters might now be fished far more closely, at 
an earlier period, than they could have been in times 
past, before superior skill and multiplied appliances were 
brought into operation. In support of this view, we 
refer to the practice adopted by some of the proprietors
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of the largest salmon fisheries in Ireland; men who have 
so much at stake that they could not afford to “kill the 
goose for the golden egg,” and whoso experience gives 
weight to their opinions. The Erne, the Moy, the Bal- 
linahinch, and the Galway Fisheries were voluntarily 
closed by the lessees a considerable time before the law 
required them to do so—the question with them was 
not regarding the edible quality of the fish in the month 
of August, but that their ensuing profits should not be 
diminished by “fishing out” the stock—they find that 
since the introduction of bag nets around the coast, such 
large quantities of salmon are taken during the summer 
that the inner fisheries, if worked to a late period, would 
so much diminish the means of depositing the seed 
throughout the extent of the upper waters as to leave 
much of them unsown, and that a corresponding defi
ciency in a future harvest would be the result.

In adapting the regulation of seasons to the times 
when the fish ascend particular rivers, we have arrived 
at a system approximating nearly to uniformity, as re
gards the different classes of waters in Ireland, of which 
it may be said there arc three :—first, rivers in which 
good fish are found in January, second, those in which 
they prevail in February; and third, those in which 
they are not found until April or May. A reference to 
the schedule of seasons, in the Appendix, sec No. 3, will 
show how far this principle has been adopted.

The most embarrassing part of the question is 
regulating the time of opening the fishing season ; for, 
while we find a general acquiescence in the expediency 
of early closing, we do not experience the same degree 
of unanimity on the part of those who press for changes 
in the commencement or opening. Much is argued 
with respect to the taking of spent fish, which have de
posited their ova, but have not abandoned the fresh 
waters for the sea, while many arc not disposed to avoid 
taking them, in consideration of the new run, or spring 
fish, which are found amongst them, and which bring a 
high price in the markets when salmon is a rarity; the 
tidal fishers do not capture spent fish in the same pro
portion as the fresh water fishers do—they appear to 
escape the former, to a great extent, in their departure 
through the estuaries—however, there arc some material 
exceptions to this rule. On the other hand, the fresh 
water fishers urge that, if they arc restrained, so should 
the tidal be ; and maintain, many of them, that the cap
ture of the spent fish is not of much importance, they 
having performed the office of fructification, and that the 
rod fisher canuot efi’ect much injury, his powers of cap
ture being so inconsiderable, compared with the others. 
They further urge, that in many rivers the early rod
fishing alone is worth looking for, as the fish will not 
take at a more advanced period of the season. The in
creased protection in winter has tended to increase this 
controversy, because the spent fish are now found to be 
far more abundant than they were formerly, and, there
fore, attract more attention : so that this species of dis
content, which is manifested by some, arises, in a great 
measure, from the fact of the good results of protection, 
and the cause of dissatisfaction being the number of 
spent fish forthcoming, is an evidence of the prosperous 
condition at which the Salmon Fisheries have arrived.

Passes over Weirs.—Applications to erect fish passes 
over mill and other weirs have increased,and those which 
have been erected are generally found to be very effec
tive, which doubtless has induced this activity on the 
part of all whose attention has been directed to the im
portance of adopting all available means for the promo
tion of so important an item in the industrial resources 
of the country as the salmon fisheries are found to be. 
The object of affording the fish free access to the spawn
ing grounds is one of the first in magnitude, as regards 
the full development of the capabilities of the waters of 
Ireland, so peculiarly favoured by nature for the pro
duction of a description of food so highly prized, yielding 
in money value a large revenue to the country, ami 
capable of affording remunerative employment to so 
many of the humbler classes ; and the Board, recognising 
this laudable zeal in the direction of improvement, have 
felt anxious, so far as lay in their power, to obviate 
every difficulty which was presented in its accomplish

ment, the main impediment being the want of sufficient 
funds, which are required to be supplied by the persons 
to be benefited, and, under such circumstances, the 
Commissioners have been induced to adopt, in all the 
preliminary proceedings with reference to survey and 
inspection, perhaps too strict an economy in their anxiety 
to accommodate the outlay to the insufficiency of the 
means at the disposal of the Boards of Conservators; and 
we regret to find, on the part of some, an unwillingness to 
come forward when unforeseen and accidental damage 
by floods to new masonry, subject to the influence of 
water, may have occurred, to provide for the necessary 
repairs; and the Inspecting Commissioners are con
strained, under these circumstances, to recommend, that 
on all future applications of this nature, such a system 
shall be adopted as will be calculated to effect the object 
in view, with as much economy only as may be con
sistent with the security of the work.

Cultivation of Unproductive Rivers—In former Reports 
we referred to many rivers in Ireland which arc totally 
neglected, yet capable of being rendered highly valuable; 
this waste arises from the absence of any individual in
terest by which a return for the outlay of capital could 
be secured to private individuals. Those waters may be 
compared to commons of land which arc -worthless to 
the community while unenclosed and uncultivated, but 
when disposed of, and allotted to a limited number of 
persons become highly remunerative to them, and, conse
quently, contribute to the general wealth of the country.

In England, we believe, the Legislature has enabled 
the many having rights in commons of lands to dispose 
of them to the few, and the application of this principle 
to the waste or commons of waters in Ireland, is what 
we would point attention to. In a former Report we 
referred to the waters of Dudhulla, in Connemara, which 
being sold under the Incumbered Estates Court, pos
sessed a title to exclusive fishing which enabled the 
purchaser to expend capital on their improvement and 
cultivation. The investment turned out a very profit
able one to him, and he obtained, within three years, a 
large profit for his outlay. A case perhaps still more 
in point, and perhaps more important, as regards the 
value in question, is that of the river Arrow and its tri
butaries, in the county of Sligo : those waters were ren
dered totally unproductive by natural barriers of rock, 
which prevented the possibility of fish ascending from 
the sea to the spawning grounds. Mr. Cooper, of 
Markrce Castle, obtained an Act of Parliament enabling 
him to treat with the many proprietors, and enabling 
them to dispose of whatever rights they might be enti
tled to. After some time those negotiations terminated 
by Mr. Cooper obtaining, from the several parties in 
question, conveyances of their rights. He then, in 1844, 
under the authority and through the directions ot the 
Fishery Board erected passes or ladders over the ob
structions, which were very formidable. In 1857, the 
increase and production of fish became very large ; in 
1858 it exceeded all expectations, and thus a valuable 
property, yielding a large amount of food and providing 
employment for many has been created out of a waste. 
With such facts before us, it is that we feel it our duty 
again, more particularly, to return to the question, and 
call attention to it. There are many waters similarly 
circumstanced as those of the Arrow were, when Mr. 
Cooper obtained, through the Legislature, a power en
abling him and others, by mutual agreement, to render 
that which was worthless highly remunerative. We arc 
further induced to renew our allusions to this question, 
in consequence of communications which we have had 
with persons who have called upon us for information 
on the subject of the unproductive rivers, and who have 
expressed their intention of endeavouring to promote 
this object; and we shall only add the following interest
ing statement, which has been furnished from Mr. 
Cooper’s fishery of his successful enterprise ; and we 
venture to express a hope that the same enabling power 
may be given to others to do likewise, by which the 
already important fisheries of the country may be deve
loped to the extent of their most ample capabilities ;— 

“The river of Ballisodare includes the streams of two pretty 
large rivers, the Arrow, proceeding from a lake iu the south-
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eastern part of the County of Sligo, and the Owenmore, which 
has a large tributary called the Owenbeg, the first of these 
flowing from the south-western part of the county and the other 
from the western. The river of Ballisodare may be said to 
commence at the point of junction of these rivers, at a distance 
of about two and a-ha If miles from the sea, in Ballisodare bay. 
The entire area of the catchment basin within which all streams 
are tributary to Ballisodare is about 240 square miles. The 
bridge at the village of Ballisodare is situated at about three 
furlongs from the tideway, and for this distance the river falls 
over a succession of ledges of rock, terminating in the deepest 
fall into the tideway itself. At the lowest water, when the 
tide recedes from the bed of the river below the lowest fall, that 
bed will be, to the best of my recollection, about seventy feet 
below the bed of the river under the bridge. Thus, I fancy, 
‘ 170' was a misprint in Mr. Ramsbuttom’s letter.*  Tradition 
alleges that one or two salmon were, many years ago, seen 
above the lowest tall, but none were ever seen so far as the 
bridge—as one of the falls in the river is surmounted by flat 
flagstones, and if a salmon could have leaped this fall he must 
have been instantly washed back again. For distinction sake 
we will call this the upper fall of Ballisodare, as the rest of the 
rapids offer no great impediment to the ascent of fish. It is 
right here to add, that in the Owenmore river, at the village 
of Collooney, about half a mile above the junction of the rivers 
Arrow and Owenmore, there is a waterfall of greater depth 
than any at Ballisodare. From this statement it will appear 
that three artificial passes became necessary, to enable fish 
leaving the sea to ascend into the various waters within the 
catchment basin already mentioned. A few salmon from time 
immemorial were caught in small pools in the tideway, imme
diately below the lowest fall. These pools constituted what 
was formerly denominated the Ballisodare Salmon Fishery. 
My predecessor, with an intention, as I have heard, of breaking 
the falls, purchased his rights from the then proprietor; but 
nothing was done during his lifetime. Upon my succession to 
him, I obtained an Act of Parliament, conferring upon me a 
several fishery within the Bay of Ballisodare, and throughout 
all rivers and lakes and their tributaries flowing into said bay, 
on the condition that I should obtain conveyances from the 
proprietors who might have any rights of salmon-fishing within 
the Bay of Ballisodare, and from and after my establishment of 
the requisite passes to enable the fish to ascend. I was led to 
believe that it was necessary for me to obtain these conveyances 
from every gentleman having property along the shores of the 
bay. The great majority of these gentlemen at once made the 
conveyances to me of the rights they supposed that they had; 
but one or two of them making extravagant pretensions, as to 
the value of their rights, mjr proceedings were arrested for 
several years. Had I insisted, as I ought to have done, that 
counsel’s opinion should be taken as to what rights those gen
tlemen possessed, I should have ascertained, as 1 did ultimately, 
that they had no right whatever under the Act of Parliament. 
It is only, however, candid to say that I believe that they con
ceived that they had rights, as I did myself. The preceding 
is merely intended to explain the delay that took place in my 
prosecution of the undertaking. Before the salmon-ladders 
were commenced several experiments were made by me to in
troduce salmon into the Ballisodare river, from whence they 
could mount the Arrow river to its source—but not the Owen
more and Owenbeg, on account of the waterfall at Collooney. 
Previously to these experiments the average number of fish 
taken annually in the tideway, immediately below the lowest 
fall, did not exceed a score.

* On reference to tho MS. wo find that it was not a misprint; but there 
may have been an error in recopying tho letter before it reached us.—Rd.

“ iffy own notes of the earliest experiments having been mis
laid, I am obliged to adopt those of Mr. Culbertson, which are, 
I am sure, perfectly correct. He states that in 1837 nine fish 
were caught, and placed in the river above the Ballisodare 
bridge, their average weight being six pounds; that in 1838 
fifteen fish were put up, averaging about five pounds; in 1839, 
sixteen, averaging also five pounds; and he adds, that during 
the years 1838, 1839, and 1840, he watched very closely for 
fry, and did not see any, nor did he hear that any spent 
fish were seen in the river. He also states correctly that 
at this time I thought it needless to persevere; and during 
the succeeding years, up to 1846, no increase of numbers of 
fish was observed below the lowest fall. In the year 1846 the 
fisherman again received orders to put up all the fish he caught, 
and Mr. Culbertson mentions that the number so put up that 
year was eighteen. Nothing was done during the year 1847. 
It seems doubtful whether or not a few fry were seen in 1848. 
On the 24th December, 1851, three pairs of breeding fish were 
caught in the river Moy, by permission of the lessee, and trans
ported by my then land agent, Mr. Fethcrston II., to the river 
Owenbeg, already alluded to. A small quantity of ova was 
also deposited in this river, on the 26th of December, by one of 
my tenants. They were placed in the river at a distance of 
seven miles above the fall at Collooney, and thus about ten 
miles from the sea. In the year 1852 the lowest ladder was 
completed, and Mr. Culbertson noted that six fish were taken 
in the river above this ladder, and put up above the upper fall 
of Ballisodare. During the summer of 1853 this gentleman 
was absent from home, and, to the best of my recollection, few 
fish were put up; but early in the year, above the Collooney 
fall, in the Owenbeg river, and in that portion of the river be
tween the junction of the Owenbeg with the Owenmore and 
the Collooney fall, large numbers of salmon fry were seen, and 

many taken with trout rods, until, two of them having been 
sent to me, I explained to those fishing that they were destroy
ing salmon. I have preserved these two fry which were fur
nished with their migratory scales. The fry were also seen by 
Mr. Culbertson at Ballisodare. Under date 12th May, he says, 
that he had sent another of the fry to Sligo, and that it was 
pronounced to be a salmon fry, and adds, that at that time the 
river was still full of them. On the 17th May he wrote to say 
that the fry had nearly left the river. It is right to call to 
mind here the fact that, up to this time, and indeed until a year 
later, no salmon could ascend the Collooney falls, and none 
having been put up above them, the fry seen and taken in the 
Owenbeg and Owenmore rivers could have been no other than 
the produce of the three pair of salmon introduced to the river 
by my then land agent, and of the spawn deposited there by 
my tenant. At a later period of this year (1853) the Collooney 
ladder was finished, as was also, about the same time, the 
ladder originally projected to avoid the upper fall at Balliso
dare. This ladder, however, did not answer its purpose in 
consequence of the outlet entering the edge of the river at a 
considerable distance below the impeding fall. I never heard 
of any salmon having been seen in this ladder, and, therefore, 
as they were taken under the upper fall, as will be hereafter 
mentioned, I have reason to believe that they missed the en
trance, and certain it is that they passed it in considerable 
numbers. In consequence of this fact the upper part of this 
ladder was turned towards the foot of the fall, but it was not 
completed till the following year; consequently the lower part 
of it was totally abandoned. Mr. Culbertson states that, ‘in 
1854 the fish came up in May, passing the lower ladder without 
difficulty. The upper one being still unfinished they could not 
pass the upper fall, although several were seen jumping there.’ 
The upper ladder here alluded to by Mr. Culbertson, w’as the 
one in progress of construction, to supersede the one which 
failed. We draughted that year under the upper fall, and, 
according to Mr. Culbertson’s notes, four fish, eight, ten, twelve 
and fourteen pounds, were taken on the 15th May; four more- 
on the 17th May, seven, ten, twelve, and twelve pounds; on 
24th, two, we’ght not given ; in June, twenty-one fish, chiefly 
small; in July, fifty-seven, from five to seven pounds each, 
generally, but some of them ton and twelve and fourteen pounds; 
in August, seventy-eight; in September, nine; in October, two; 
and in November, two. Thus 179 fish were netted below the 
upper fall and put up the river, as were also seventy-seven 
white trout. No fry seen this year. Again I extract from 
Mr. Culbertson’s letter : ‘ In 1S55 the upper ladder at Balliso
dare was finished, and the fish had free run up the river. A 
good'many fair-sized fish were seen jumping at the upper fall, 
and after tiring themselves were seen to take the ladder. 
Several spent fish were seen returning; a few more were 
marked. No fry yet.’ We fished a little this year during the 
entire season and took 188 salmon, averaging over five pounds 
each. Several salmon were killed by otters on the breeding
ground of rivers Owenbeg and Arrow during the preceding 
close season. In the months of April and May, 1856, Air. Cul
bertson saw a good many fry in the river, and remarked that 
at first they were brown, with spots like finger-marks on tho 
sides; that in May many were silver-coloured, and lost the spots 
on their sides; yet there were still many of the brown ones, and 
that no grilse had been seen this year in the river, and that he 
had watched closely for them in June and July. He also adds, 
that he got a spent fish that had been marked the year before, 
which appeared to be one that would have weighed fourteen 
pounds, if in good condition. The largest that had been marked 
in 1855 was about eight pounds. We took no fish this year 
(1856) before the 28th June, and only fished on thirteen days. 
We took eighteen fish, averaging over seven pounds. Towards 
the close of this year my present land agent, Air. Leech, deter
mined to form a ; ill for the artificial propagation of salmon, at 
a short distance above the village of Collooney, adjoining the 
Owenmore river. It contained fifteen compartments, and was 
capable of holding from 60,000 to 100,000 ova. It is not my 
wish to introduce into this communication, already too long, 
any account of this rill and its results; but should you or any 
of your readers desire it, I shall be happy to make it the sub
ject of a subsequent paper. ‘ In 1857.'(I quote from Air. Cuth
bertson,) ‘fry were seen about 1st April. They were larger 
sized and quite silvery; about six inches long. About the 10 th 
the river seemed full of fry, but apparently a different brood 
from the first, as they were four inches long, and I marked 
some of them by taking off the dead fin near the tail. On 26th 
June saw first grilse at Lowest fall. No spring fish had appeared. 
By 1st July they were very plentiful, and have so continued to 
the end of the season. Very few la ge fish ; they were all grilse. 
We got, on 19th December, two fish, about four pounds each, 
that Brown (the fisherman) had marked in April, 1856. None 
of the fry I marked in spring yet seen.’ We did not fish at all 
in 1857. I appointed an inspector of the fishery in the early 
part of this year, and directed him to keep a diary, as a record 
of all remarkable occurrences connected with the fishery, from 
which I take the following extracts :—
“‘1857. August 24. Saw several salmon in the hole under 

the fall of Collooney.
“ ‘September 24. The river between Ballisodare and Col

looney is now well stocked, salmon being visible in almost every 
deep hole, and a number being congregated between Collooney 
bridge and the hole under the fall.

“ ‘ October 3. A flood being in the Owenmore, I shut the 
water off the Collooney ladder to see if there were any fish 
passing up, and found seven salmon and one white trout in the. 
pond. Of these seven, five were males.
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“ ‘ October 13. Examined Collooney ladder, and reported to 
Mr. Leech that there were salmon in it. Twenty-seven salmon 
were found in it, the great maj rity of them being females.

“ • October 15. Lowered the sluice of Collooney ladder again, 
but got no fish.

“ ‘ October 28. Again examined ladder, and got three male 
fish.

“ ‘ October 30. Four male and two female fish taken out of 
ladder and put up.

“‘ November 3. Sixteen male and eight female.
“‘November 4. There were ten fish in the ladder, which 

were not removed, as Mr. Leech was not present.
“‘November 5. Nine fish not removed.
“ ‘November 6. Seven ditto, ditto.
“ ‘ November 7. Eleven ditto, ditto. I went to Ballisodare 

on this day, and saw several large fish leaping at the upper 
ladder.

“ ‘ November 9. We put up from ladder twenty-four male 
and fifteen female fish.

“‘November 23. Lowered the sluice again; twenty-five 
male and twenty female fish found in pond. A few of these 
were large fish, say fourteen or fifteen pounds weight.

“ ‘November 30. The fish are now beginning to spawn in 
great numbers in the Owenbeg river.

“ ‘ December 3. Thirty-six male and forty-five female fish 
found in the ladder.

“ ‘ 1858. January 5. Saw a few spawning beds in Owen- 
more.

“ ‘ January 9. In river Arrow and tributaries found twenty- 
nine salmon redds.

“‘February 14. Walked the Kilmorgan river (a tributary 
to the Arrow) and counted twenty-one redds.’

“ In the early part of this year, 1858, we seldom fished. In 
the month of February we took five fish ; in March, three; in 
April, two; in May, ten; in June, thirty-nine. We did not. 
in fact, begin to fish regularly till the 1st July. During this 
month we to )k 868 salmon, and up to the 20th August (the close 
of our season), 530 more—the year's take averaging very little 
more than four pounds each. Mr.Culbertson’s notes on this year 
are:—‘ Spring fish showing in February. One of nine pounds, 
taken in the net, was a fry marked by Brown in 18 >6. In 
March got another about the same weight. Only a few fish 
through this month. Fry coming down in April, and more 
plentiful in May; but I do not think so many are in the river as 
last year. On 13th May saw nearly one hundred jumps from 
six to eight o’clock in the evening; they were from eight to 
twelve pounds weight. On 9th June saw first grilse at lower 
fall; about the end of the month they were very plentiful. 
Among the fish taken by the nets on 6th July, seven were fry 
marked by me last year, and they weighed five and a-half to 
six pounds each.’ Since the end of the close season, many 
reports have been sent me relative to the numbers running up. 
From my inspector’s book 1 take the following :—‘August 28. 
At Ballisodare numbers of salmon in every part of the river 
between bridge and lowest fall. September 1. Collooney 
ladder literally full of fish. They did not run in such numbers 
hist year until November, being over two months earlier this 
year. September 6. Plenty of fish immediately above Col
looney bridge. September 25. Collooney ladder swarming, and 
plenty showing in every place between bridge and fall. October 
3 to 6. Heavy floods. Collooney ladder resembles a steeple
chase, as we see them clearing the steps in pairs, and some very 
good fish. October 8 and 9. Plenty of fish still on the run. 
October 16. I have been watching the salmon jumping and 
playing at Collooney fall and ladder. I have visited the ladder 
daily this week, and, from the numbers in it, am convinced 
that.they could be removed from top of ladder with the hand. 
November 27. Great numbers of fish in Collooney ladder.’ In 
addition to these notes of my inspector, one of my water keepers 
reported having counted 267 salmon, in one hour, ascending 
the Collooney ladder; and Mr. Culbertson has written to me to 

say that he reckoned 100 in less than half an hour making up 
the rapids at Ballisodare. On yesterday, DecembOr 2, there 
were so many fish in the pond at Collooney, that Mr. Leech 
took up no less than six at once in a common landing net.

“Edward J. Cooper.f
“ Markrec Castle, December 3, 1858.
“ P.S.—Since my letter was written, the Earl of Enniskillen 

has visited my fishery; and I extract the following from his 
notes entered in inspector’s book:—

“‘On the 9th (llec.) I visited Collooney ladder, and saw 
immense quantities of fish running up. Frequently saw four 
fish at the upper step jumping together. On the 10th again at 
Collooney. Not nearly so many fish moving this day; counted 
at upper step nineteen in five minutes. Turned off the water, 
and put up 256 fish. This day(l I th) counted 102 fish jump at 
the upper step in five minutes. Turned oil’ the water; the 
pond actually alive with fish, in general larger and fresher from 
the sea than those of yesterday. Put up 246 fish and then 
stopped as the fish were getting sick in the pond. I am con
fident that we did not take half the number out, and that we 
left from three to four hundred in the pond.’ ”

Management of Fresh Waters.—We shall conclude by 
one other allusion to a subject which we also directed 
attention to in a former Report, which is, the practice 
of netting in fresh water rivers. Very many, indeed the 
great majority even of those who possess a right to do so, 
voluntarily abstain, rightly considering that the fresh 
waters should be availed of only as the nursery for the 
great commercial fisheries in the tideways, angling alone 
being legitimately permissible in them, and we believe 
that, if the opinions of the upper heritors were collected 
it would be found that, with a very few exceptions, they 
concur in this principle, and many have urged it upon 
our attention, with the view of recommending legislation 
to effect this object, and we do not hesitate to say that, 
if the majority of the upper heritors were found to be 
favourable to it, as we believe they would, that the good 
effects of acceding to their opinions would be felt to an 
extent not easily estimated, and that their voluntary 
repudiation of a practice which they are legally entitled 
to follow is entitled to the best consideration. Very 
many persons appear anxious to learn if the “ Bill for 
Consolidating the Fishery Acts” will be brought forward 
in the present session of Parliament, and have called to 
make inquiry regarding it. It would, we believe, be 
expedient to consolidate those Acts, both as regards the 
convenience of bringing them into a more condensed 
form, and also with respect to some amendments pro
posed in details, which appear very necessary in render
ing some provisions clearly intelligible, which are, as at 
present framed, not free from some obscurity and doubts 
as to the interpretations which may be rendered on their 
literal construction.

J. REDMOND BARRY, 
WM. J. FFENNELL,

Inspecting Commissioners of 
Fisheries in Ireland.

Department of Fisheries, Office of Public Works,
1st Match, 1859.

Appendix, No. 1.
Progress of the Deep Sea Fishing.

The advantages of steam transit, as applying to the 
development of the fishing, is telling with good effect 
on that part of the Northern coast connected with Lough 
Foyle, for a considerable distance around. Steamers 
call daily at Moville, and receive the fish for Liverpool 
and Glasgow ; the principal fishes are cod and turbot ; 
of the former, all go to Liverpool fresh • to Glasgow, 
about one-third fresh, and two-thirds “green-salted,” 
that is, not dried, neither in pickle, but simply salted 
and sent in baskets. A few years ago there was only 
one buyer at Moville, now there are fifteen ; some of 
whom have prospered well, realized money, and built 
good houses to let as well as to occupy ; the improve
ment in the condition of the fishermen, and improve
ment of their boats, is commensurate. The cod fishing 
commences about the 1st of October and ends about the 
1st of July; thus, for nine months in the year trade 
continues in cod.

The turbot fishing continues from March to November, 
so that throughout the whole year profitable employ
ment is afforded.

A considerable quantity of soles and plaice are also 
shipped from the trawlers. The cod fishing commences 
in October, in the Lough opposite Moville; they move 
out, and as the weather settles in spring, the fishermen 
follow them eight miles out, and finally twenty miles 
out to “Hamden Bank.” From the 1st of October to 
the 1st of May, about 150 boxes of cod are weekly 
shipped to Liverpool; and from May to July, about 
ninety boxes per week; total to Liverpool, during 
season, 5,220 boxes; to Glasgow, double that quantity; 
total, 15,6G0 boxes; each box contains fourteen fish.

The fishermen generally contract with the buyers at 
7s. per dozen of fourteen fish, all the year round ; thus, 
the amount received by the fishermen is £5,481 annu
ally for cod fish ; the buyers pay 3s. freight, and 6d. 
per box for fishing.
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Turbot average to the fishermen about 3s. per; there 
arc about twelve dozen of turbot shipped weekly for 
forty weeks; total, 5,763, at 3s., £814.

Soles, &c., about £500 annually ; total received an
nually by fishermen, £6,795.

This estimate was furnished to me by a very respect
able man, acquainted with all the buyers and their 
general transactions. Having learned that an English 
gentleman had about eighteen months since erected a 
curing-house, and embarked in fishing at Culdaff, about 
ten miles distant from Moville, I paid him a visit. He 
built a very commodious curing-house, with yards, 
sheds, &c., Ac., in the very best style, provided boilers 
for extracting oil, for producing artificial heat to dry 
fish, kilns to dry the offal, in converting it into manure, 
dwelling for his superintendent, Ac., etc. In fine, I 
have never seen any thing so perfect; but, unfortu
nately, he has found that he came to a wrong place ; 
that he is too near a fresh fish market to obtain it at a 
price to pay for curing. He complained of great mis
representations to him, which caused him to make such 
a useless outlay; and regretted very much that lie did 
not know that there was a Fishery Board in Dublin 
until it was too late. However, he speaks very philo
sophically upon the matter, and says, though he has 
paid £1,000 or £1,200 for his experience, that he can 
leave it after him without useless regrets, and that he 
will seek to find some other place where he may have 
a better chance of success.

It is much to be regretted that such a man, possessing 
so steady a resolution to succeed if he can, should, in the 
first instance, have failed in meeting one who would 
have guided him more faithfully than those whom 
he consulted in the neighbourhood of Culdafi'. The 
cod fishing around the coast, which is generally rather 
considerable from Portrush by Ballycastlc to Belfast 
Lough, has only just commenced, and is reported not 
to have set in well, the quantity as yet being small.

The Scotch Quarter men at Carrickfergus arc a re
spectable and thriving community ; they are solely 
fishermen, having no land—they arc something in the 
style of the first-class Arklow men ; their licet con
sists of about twenty-five boats, good crafts, carrying two 
lug sails, undecked; they line fish for cod, and follow 
the herring fishing, not merely in their own locality, 
for they go round to Ardglass, to the Isle of Man, and 
to the Cumberland coast; their spare men, as they grow 
up, get ready employment in merchant vessels, being 
good sailors. They would be greatly served by a way 
for hauling up their boats on the beach, such as is prac
tised on the east coast of Scotland, by means of a groove 
set in timber for the keel to move in, with an easy in
cline from the water-edge and a winch or windlass above. 
They appeared quite pleased with the idea when I sug
gested it, and said they would ask Lord Doncgall’s 
agent to do it for them, as he would soon be round to 
ask for their votes at the next election, and that 
he knew the Scotch Quarter men had seventy “good 
ones.” Their opposite neighbours, at Groomsport, have 
fallen off in the fishing line, and prefer frittering about 
the mouth of the Lough to going further out for fish, 
their main object being to watch vessels for the pilot
age. The increase of shipping to Belfast, arising out of 
its increased commerce, has induced this diversion from 
the original occupation, but their circumstances arc not 

bettered by it; there are too many pilots, and much time 
is wasted in looking out for a chance ; and I suppose a 
fascination attaches to taking part in a scramble for it. 
At Portaferry and Strangford, something of the same 
kind prevails, namely, a di vidcd attention between pilot
ing and fishing. At Ardglass, the ruins of the old pier 
present a deplorable appearance, when it is considered 
what a number of fishing vessels, from so many quarters, 
would require the protection which it might afford dur
ing the herring fishery. Still a considerable number from 
the Isle of Man, Penzance, Arklow, Scotch Quarter, &c., 
huddle in there as best they can. Surely this is a 
legitimate object for public grant, its claims not being 
limited to Ireland, which would mainly rest on the re
quirements of the far greater number of the fishermen 
from the other side of the Channel, who would avail 
themselves of it. I found here another disappointed 
English gentleman, who embarked for the first time in 
fishing—he saw considerable fishing operations carried 
on by small boats, and he very laudably sought to 
improve upon the system. He purchased two good 
sloops of twenty-five tons each, and got another built 
of about the same tonnage, which he devoted to trawl
ing, the other two to long-line fishing ; he commenced 
about a year since. He could not get men to work 
upon shares ; he got some fish, but not enough to pay; 
he calculates that he is out of pocket about £500; he 
means to go somewhere else, and try his hand on new 
ground, lie and his father-in-law called on me, and 
expressed their thanks for the information 1 afforded 
them, and, like the gentleman at Culdaff, regretted that 
they had not sooner met me. At Dundrum 1 found 
very extensive works being carried on by Lord Down
shire, which have caused the tew fishermen there to 
abandon their accustomed occupation for the present, 
preferring to receive 10s. per week on land for their 
labour. A causeway has been made to the Island of 
Murlough, and a wooden bridge, about 200 feet long by 
20 broad, under the direction of Mr. Manning, formerly 
an engineer of the Board of Works. Lord Downshire 
has built a dwelling-house on the island for himself, and 
means to build cottages for fishermen, where they will 
be near the fishing-ground outside the bar; he has also 
built a steam dredge to improve the entrance at the bar, 
and means to extend the quay in the town. There is a 
steamer constantly plying from Whitehaven with coals, 
which are discharged at 12s. per ton; another steamer 
occasionally comes, and there are altogether seventeen 
vessels belonging to the port; a short time since there 
was only one small hooker. At Newcastle and Anna- 
long, the fishermen have rather improved ; at the latter 
place, a considerable haddock fishery is successfully 
prosecuted. For the last five or six years, about twenty 
of the younger fishermen get employment for the months 
of June and July at Anstruther, in Scotland, to assist 
in the herring fishery; they get each a share, one- 
twelfth, in a boat. Some few of them made the ac
quaintance with the Scotch fishermen while working 
on a railroad, and since then, they have been written 
for annually. I omitted to mention that Mr. Manning 
has built a new mill-dam for Lord Downshire, and 
omitted to provide a fish-pass. I wrote to remind him 
of what the law requires in such cases.

W. J. F FENN ELL.

Appendix, No. 2.

Copy Orders issued by Constabulary Department to 
that Force.

General Order—No. 1. (New Series.)
1. The Commissioners of Fisheries having brought 

under my notice the importance of the aid of the Con
stabulary for the protection of the Inland Fisheries of 
Ireland, the attention of the Force is hereby called to 
the instructions herewith sent for their informat ion and 
guidance: and it is desired that their best vigilance 
shall, in future, be exercised in enforcing the strict ob
servance of the Fishery Laws.

2. A Schedule of the Close Seasons, in the several 
districts in Ireland, as at present fixed, is annexed.. 
Future changes in the seasons will be duly notified, at 
each station, by the Commissioners of Fisheries.

Henry John Brownrigg,
Inspector- General.

To the County Inspector of Constabulary 
at

A copyof;ti)C foregoing Order is to be sent to each 
Constabulary Station.
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Fishery Acts.
5 and 6 Vic., c. 106: 7 and 8 Vic., c. 108; 8 and 9 

Vic., c. 108 ; 9 and 10 Vic., c. Il l ; 11 and 12 Vic., 
c. 92 ; and 13 and 14 Vic., c. 88.

3. With reference to the above quoted Acts, it is 
hereby directed, that the Constabulary shall hencefor
ward use every exertion to carry into effect the pro
visions of the Fishery Acts, as hereinafter set forth. 
It is, at the same time, to be borne in mind, that the 
duty of protecting the Fisheries is to be subservient to 
that of preserving the peace. However, in cases of 
successful prosecutions, or in which zeal and efficiency 
shall have been manifested by members of the Force, 
in carrying out the provisions of the Fishery Acts 
herein referred to, and that it shall be recommended 
that the portion of the penalty awarded to prosecutors 
be granted as a reward to the men concerned, such re
commendation shall be duly considered.

4. It is to be understood that this branch of the 
duties of the Constabulary is limited to the protection 
of the public interests. It is desirable, therefore, in 
the performance of the same, that this object shall be 
kept strictly in view; and that whilst the Constabu
lary, without respect to persons, enforce the provisions 
of the Acts as hereinafter directed, no interference what
ever should take place in the protection of merely 
private interests, or in questions of private right— 
thus, as in the cases of persons using lawful means of 
fishing, but in places stated to be exclusively the right 
of others. Nor should the enforcement of the provi
sions referred to, be employed with the view, or for the 
purpose of settling the questions of right, or protecting 
private interests ; nor should the Constabulary interfere 
with any person whatsoever fishing at the lawful season 
in a manner not contrary to the provisions which they 
are to enforce.

5. The Constabulary will act in enforcing the pro
visions of the Fishery Acts.

6. In all cases of offences committed in their pre
sence, whether off or on duty, provided, in cases where 
employed on other duties, it can be done without im
pediment to the duty on which previously engaged.

7. In all cases of offences arising in their immediate 
neighbourhood, of which they get credible information, 
and to which they can attend without prejudice to their 
other duties.

8. In all cases of offences at night, and of having or 
using any light or fire, spear, gaff, strokeall, or other 
such instrument, with intent to take Salmon or other 
fish in or on the banks of any river or lake, or disturb
ing Spawning fish, it is particularly desirable that every 
exertion should be made to enforce the provisions re
lating thereto.

9. The annexed Schedule shows the provisions of 
the Fishery Acts, which the Constabulary are em
powered to enforce, and that the chief duties required 
of them are, the observance of the Annual and Weekly 
Close time, the preservation of the Fry and Spawn of 
Salmon, Trout, and Eels, and the prevention of all 
modes of fishing, except rod and line, in the works or 
watercourses appurtenant to mills or factories.

10. To the Schedule of provisions to be enforced arc 
added the sections which point out the means to be 
used (the large powers of Bailiffs in the execution of 
Warrantsand otherwise, are vested in the Constabulary 
in addition to their own), and the manner in which 
cases are to be brought to trial; generally it will be 
desirable to proceed by summons to the Petty Sessions; 
but where parties are caught in the commission of the 
offences, it will be advisable to seize the illegal instru
ments used, or the legal instruments used illegally for 
fishing; and if the parties are unknown, and refuse to 
give a satisfactory account of themselves, to apprehend 
them, pursuant to the Acts, and bring them before a 
magistrate, to be dealt with according to law.

11. Schedule of the provisions of the Fishery Acts, 5 
and 6 Vic., c. 106 ; 8 and 9 Vic., c. 108 ; 9 and 10 
Vic., c. 114 ; 11 and 12 Vic., c. 92; and 13 and 14 
Vic., c. 88, which the Constabulary are empowered 
to enforce, by the 7th and Sth Vic., c. 108.

12. Annual Close Seasons, as fixed by the Commissioners— 
(see Schedule of Close Seasons in the different districts in Ire
land.)

13. Close Season for Trout—same as that fixed by the Com
missioners for Salmon—13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 45.

14. The Close Season for Pollen or Fresh Water Herring— 
same as that fixed for Trout—13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 1.

15. Close Season for Oysters—1st May to 1st September— 
5 and 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 32.

16. It shall be lawful for Constabulary and Coast Guards, 
&c., and any person acting under authority of the Commis
sioners, when and as often as they or any of them shall, in 
any fishing weir, net, or contrivance, during the weekly or 
other Close Season, find any passage shut, closed, or obstructed, 
or during such Close Time, in any place find any net or other 
contrivance placed or used where the same are now by law, or 
may be prohibited by the Commissioners, or shall at any time 
find any obstruction in the Queen’s share or free gap, through 
or over any fishing or other weir, or in the sluice passages 
appurtenant to any mill or factory at any time when the 
sluice gate of same shall be open, then and so often to open 
such passages, and remove all such obstructions, doing no 
unnecessary damage; and to seize and remove all nets and 
parts of nets which may be found so placed or used contrary 
to provisions of Act. .Nothing to exempt any person from the 
penalties and forfeitures prescribed by Act, in respect to any 
of the matters aforesaid—not liable for any damage caused 
by opening such passage, or removal of nets or obstruction— 
see section—Sand 9 Vic., c. 108, s. 10.

17. Any person taking or fishing for, or aiding or assisting 
in taking or fishing for Salmon or Trout during the Close 
Season, is liable to a penalty of any sum not exceeding ten 
pounds for every such offence, and forfeiture of fish and 
engine by which the same may have been taken—5 and 6 
Vic., e. 106, s. 36. And any person buying, selling, or ex
posing for sale, or having in his possession any Salmon or 
Trout, or any part thereof, so caught in the Close Time, he 
shall forfeit such fish and a sum not exceeding two pounds for 
each fish; and having in possession shall be prima facie 
evidence of the fish having been caught in Close Season—13 
and 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 35. And any person using nets or other 
modes of catching fish in any weir during Close Season, shall 
be liable to a penalty of any sum not exceeding ten pounds, 
and forfeiture of such net, &c., and proof that such person is 
the occupier of the weir shall be prima. facie evidence that such 
nets were set by him. And any person dredging for, taking, 
catching, or destroying, having in his possession, selling, or 
buying any Oysters, or Oyster Brood during the Close Season 
for Oysters, shall forfeit such Oysters, and pay a sum not ex
ceeding five pounds—minimum of penalties in any of the fore
going cases, ten shillings—11 and 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 42.

18. Constabulary, &c., empowered to seize fish in Close 
Season—13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 35.

19. All machinery, nets, &c., for fishing to be removed dur
ing Close Time within thirty-six hours after expiration of 
Open Season—penalty not less than two pounds, and not ex
ceeding ten pounds, and forfeiture of net, &c__ see section—
5 and 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 37 ; and 13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 34.

20. Weirs for taking whitefish exempt, if regularly licensed 
by the Commissioners of Fisheries—13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, 
s. 39.

5 Weekly Close Time.
21. Weekly Close Time in inland lakes and rivers, between 

six of the clock on Saturday evening, and six of the clock on 
-Monday morning. In the sea or estuaries, or tideways, be
tween the low water next in point of time, before six of the 
clock on Saturday night, and the low water next in point of 
time, before six of the clock on Monday morning—5 and 6 
Vic., c. lot;, s. 40; and 13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 38.

22. All lishirg of every description, with rod and line only 
excepted, prohibited during weekly Close Season; Queen’s 
share to he opened in all fixed nets, &c., and leaders of all 
nets to be re.i oved—see sections.

23. Penalty for non-observance, or for using any means or 
device to prevent the free passage, or frightening or scaring, 
or attempting to frighten or scare any Salmon or other fish 
from passing, or taking any Salmon or other fish during the 
time specified—not less than ten pounds, and not exceeding 
fifty pounds : provided such person shall not be prevented by 
floods, storm, or stress of weather from removing leaders, or 
making openings—13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 46.

♦ As this provision protects the distribution of the fish, the admission 
of a share to upper proprietors, who thereby become interested in the 
protection of breeding fish, and provides for the early stocking of the 
rivers, it is deemed of great importance to enforce it; and a penalty of 
not less than .£10 is attached to the commission of an offence against 
this provision.

B
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Fry, Spawn, and Unclean or Spent Fish.
24. Penalties for taking, selling, purchasing, or having in 

possession, &c., or disturbing Spawning-beds, or hindering 
free passage of, or taking in Eel weirs, Arc.—5 and 6 Vic., C. 
106, SB. 73, 74, and 77.

Queen's Share—Free Passage of Fish.
25. Section 57 provides that no fishing of any description 

whatever shall be carried on in any part of any free gap or 
Queen’s share, in any weir in any river, nor shall any net 
basket, or other engine for taking fish, or preventing or deter
ring fish from going up or down the same, be used within fifty 
yards above or below any part of such weir. Nor shall any 
gravel, clay, stones, or other matter be thrown into the same ; 
nor shall the water be beaten; nor any bridge, board, cloth, 
or other thing be set in, over, or across the same, to prevent 
the free passage of fish at all periods of the year—penalty 
twenty pounds—5 and 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 57.

26. Section 64 provides that no obstruction be placed in or 
near, or any fishing carried on in any fish passage made in 
any natural obstruction, or in any mill weir, or other similar 
works—penalty twenty pounds—5 and 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 64.

Mills and Factories.
27. Section 75 prohibits any person at any time of the year, 

taking fish in any mill pool, or mill dam, or in works appur
tenant to mills, or in any watercourse leading the water to or 
from such mill, by any means save rod and line only, and ren
dering the mill owner liable, if real offender not known or 
found—5 and 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 75.

28. The sluices which admit the water to the wheels of 
mills or factories to be kept shut for twenty-four consecutive 
hours, between six o’clock on Saturday afternoon, and six 
o’clock on Monday morning, so that the water may flow freely 
through any existing gap or waste gate—see section—5 and 6 
Vic., c. 106, s. 63.

29. The waste sluices or waste gates, or overfalls shall, at 
all seasons of the year, when the mill shall not be used for 
milling purposes, be kept open if no passage for fish be pro
vided ; and when such passage is provided, then they shall be 
kept shut down so as to force the water through such passage 
for fish. Owners of mills liable—penalty ten pounds—13 and 
14 Vic., c. 88, s. 39.

Disturbing Spawning Fish, fyc.,— Fishing at Night with Lights, 
Damming or Teeming or Emptying Fivers tu take Fish.

30. Section 78 provides penalty not exceeding ten pounds, 
and forfeiture of instruments, &c., for having or using in or 
on the banks of any river or lake between sunset and sunrise, 
any light or fire of any kind, or any spear, gaff, strokeall, or 
other such instrument, with intent to take Salmon or other 
fish—or at anytime chasing, injuring, or disturbing spawning 
fish, or fish on the spawning beds, or attempting to catch fish 
in such places (except with rod and flies only), or damming 
or teeming or emptying any river or mill race, for the purpose 
of taking or destroying any Salmon or Trout, or the fry 
thereof—5 and 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 78.

31. Prohibits the use of any Otter spear, lyster, gaff, stroke- 
all, dree draw, &c., at any time of the year—penalty not less 
than four pounds—13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 40.

Means provided for the enforcement of Fishery Acts.
32. Powers of Water Bailiffs now extended to the Consta

bulary, by 7 and 8 Vic., c. 108—5 and 6 Vie., c. 106, s. 84.
33. Justices may grant warrants to enter places not included 

in above powers—5 and6 Vic., c. 106, s. 85.
34. Offenders may be apprehended who refuse to tell their 

names, or who continue the offence—5 and 6 Vic., c. 106, 
s. 87.

35. Persons using violence or menace to prevent lawful 
prosecution of any fishery, may be apprehended—5 and 6 Vic., 
C. 106, s. 88.

36. Penalty on assaulting persons empowered to enforce the 
provisions of the Act—5 and 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 90.

37. How offences against Act may be tried; levy of penalty 
and expenses; extension of jurisdiction of Magistrates to 
offences committed at sea; disposal of illegal nets or legal nets 
used illegally; evidence; witnesses; offences on mearing 
rivers; limitation of actions—5 and 6 Vic., c. 106, ss. 94-110.

38. Definition of terms used in Act—13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, 
s. 1.

Application of Penalties.
39. One-third of every sum of money levied as a fine or 

penalty shall be paid to the informer, or person who shall be 
the means of bringing to justice any person offending against 
the provisions of the Act; the other two-thirds to the con
servators of the district—21 and 22 Vic., c. 100, s. 28. 11 and 
12 Vie., c. 92, s. 35.

Summons.

40. To be served personally, or left at or on board the vessel, 
or posted on the known residence of the person for whom in
tended—5 and 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 94.

41. Illegal nets or engines, or nets or engines of a legal form 
and size used illegally, may be retained until the next sitting 
of the Petty Sessions Court, or any adjournment thereof, in 
the district where the same may be seized, when they are to 
be brought before the Magistrates to be disposed of, or de
stroyed, as the case may be, as directed by section 103 of the 
5th and 6th Vic., c. 106—5 and 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 103.

Henry John Brownrigg,
Inspector- General.

Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle,
November 20th, 1853.
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Appendix, Nb. 3.—Table showing the Close Seasons for Salmon and Trout in the different Districts in Ireland, as fixed by Statute Law, or the Order of the Commissioners, 
on 1st January, 1859.

Close Season for Fixed Engines for the capture of Eels, between the 10th January and 1st July, save in tho River Shannon, which is between tho 21st January and 1st July.

FISH
ERY CO

M
M

ISSIO
N

ERS, IRELA
N

D
.

No. and Name of District. Tidal. Fresh Water. Rod Fishing (Freshwater).

1. Dublin, . . . |

2. Wexford, . . j

3. Waterford,

4. Lismore, ....

5. Cork, . . . T

6>. Skibbereen,

62. Bantry, ....

63. Kenmare

7. Killaraey, .

8. Limerick, . .

9. Galway, ....

lOL Ballinakill,

102. Bangor, ....

11. Ballina, ....

12. Sligo,

13. Ballyshannon,

14. Letterkenny, .

151. Londonderry, .

15a. Coleraine,

>16. Ballycastle,

17. Drogheda, . .

From Howth to Dalkey Island, between 31st July and 1st February. J 
For remainder of District between the 31st August and 1st February- |

Between 28th September and 1st March, (but fixed Nets between 15th I 
September and 1st March.) f

„ 15th September and 12th February.

„ 15th September and 13th February.
„ 31st August and 12th Feb., for Electoral Division A (between I 

Ballycotton and Barry’s Head, East of Oyster Haven). j
„ 31 st August and 1st March, for Electoral Division B (between)

Barry’s Head, East of Oyster Haven, and Galley Head). J
„ 15th September and 1st April.

„ Do. du.

„ Do. do.

„ 31st July and 1st January, save River Maine and Tributaries.") 
,, For River Maine and Tributaries, between 15th September, and > 

1 st April. J

f 
,, 12th August and 12th February; but between Kerry Head 

and Dunmore Head, 15th September and 1st April.

„ 31st August and 1st February.

,, Do. do.

„ Do. do.

„ 19th August and 1st February.

,, Do. do.

„ Do. do.

„ 19th August, and 1st January, and one mile above Tideway.

„ 31st August and 1st February.

„ 19th August and 1st February.

„ Do. and 1st February.

„ 19th August and 12th February, from Skerries to Cranfield) 
Point; but between 28th September and 1st March, from > 
Cranfield Point to Donaghadee. J

In all Rivers flowing iuto the Sea between Howth and Dalkey Island,) 
between 31st July and 1st February. z

For remainder of District, between 31st August and 1st March. j
Between 28th September and 1st March.

„ 15th September and 12th February.

„ 15th September and 13th February.

,, 31st August and 1st April, for Electoral Division C.

,, 31st August and 1st April, for Electoral Division D.

,, 15th September mid 1st April.

„ Do. do.

„ Do. do.

„ 31st Julyand 18th January, save River Maine and Tributaries.
For River Maine and its Tributaries, between 15th Sep., - 

and 1st April.

„ 12th August and 12th February; but for Electoral Divisions'] 
C and D, 12th August and 1st May; and Rivers between 1 
Kerry Head and Dunmore Head, 15th September and ,r 
1st April. J

„ 31st August and 1st March.

„ Do. do.

,, Do. do.

,, 19th August and 1st February.

1 ,, Do. do.
I

„ Do. do. J
'■

,, 19th August and 1st March.

„ 31st August and 1st March.

„ 19th August and 1st March.

„ Do. do.

„ 19th August and 12th February, from Skerries to Cranfield) 
Point; between 28th September and 1st March, from > 
Cranfield Point to Donaghadee. J

In all Rivers flowing into tho Sea, between Howth and Dalkey between 
15th October and 1st March

For remainder of District, between 28th September and 1st March.

Between 28th September and 1st March.

„ 28th September and 12th February.

„ 9th October and 14th February.

„ 28th September and 1st March, for Electoral Division C.

„ 28th September and 1st April, for Electoral Division D.

„ 15th October and 1st April.

i „ Do. do.

„ Do. do.

„ 15th September and 18th January', except for River Maine 
and its Tributaries.

„ For River Maine and its Tributaries 28th September and 1st 
March, (but for Cross Lines same as Netting.)

„ 15th September and 12th February; but between Kerry Head 
and Dunmore Head, 15th October and 1st April.

„ 28th September and 1st March.

„ Do. do.

! „ Do. do.

„ 19th August and 1st February for Salmon; but between 28th 
September and 1st March for Trout.

„ 28th September and 1st February.

„ 19th August and 1st February for Salmon ; but between 28th 
September and 1st March for Trout; and for River Inver, 
between 28th September and 1st March.

1 „ 28th September and 1st March.

„ Do. do.

„ Do. do.

| ,, Do. do.

„ 28th September and 12th February.
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Appendix, No. 4. 
Great Southern and Western Railway.

Quantity of Fish conveyed by the Great Southern and Western Railway for the year ending 31st December, 1858.
Salmon, 243 tons. Other kinds, 477 tons. Total, 720 tons.

Great Southern and Western Railway.
Rates of Carriage of Fish between Dublin and the undermentioned Stations :—

Description of Fish. Bagnals- 
town. Wexford.

Water
ford 

via Kil
kenny.

Limerick 
Junction. Limerick. Cork. Kil

larney. Caliir.

S. d. S. d. N. d. S. d. s. d. 5’. d. x. d. S. d.
Salmon, packages up to 21 lbs., ..... The or dinary p arcel rat es.

Do. do. 22 lbs. to 56 lbs., . . each, 1 G 2 6 2 0 1 '6 2 0 2 0 2 6 2 0
Do. do. 57 lbs. to 84 lbs., . . „ 2 0 3 3 2 G 2 0 2 6 2 6 3 3 2 6
Do. do. 85 lbs. to 112 lbs., . . „ 2 G 4 0 3 0 2 G 3 0 3 0 4 0 3 0
Do. quantities above 1 cwt., . . . per cwt., 2 G 4 0 3 0 2 G 3 0 3 0 4 0 3 0

Turbot, John dorcy, soles, plaice, whiting, cels,
shrimps, prawns, . . . . . ,, — 3 0 2 0 — 2 0 2 0 3 0 —

Lobsters, crabs, oysters, . . . . . 2 6 1 G — 1 G 1 G 2 6 -
Herrings and inferior fish, .... ,, 1 0 1 0 1 0 —

When the rates per cwt. arc applied, any portion of a quarter to be charged as one quarter.

Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland.
Quantity of Fish conveyed by the Midland Great 

Western Railway for year ending 31st December, 
1858.

Appendix,
Schedule of Licence Duties received by the Boards of

District.

Number aud Description of Licences sold in 1857.

1857.

Amount 
of

Licence 
Duty.

1857.

Per centage 
on

Poor I.aw 
Valuation.

1857.

Total
Amount 
received 

for Licence 
Duties.

1857.

Ave
rage
No. 
em

ployed.

1.
 Sa

lm
on

 H
od

s.

2.
 C

ro
ss

 L
in

es
.

| 3. S
na

p N
et

s.

4.
 D

ra
ft 

N
et

s.

5.
 D

rif
t N

et
s.

G
. T

ra
m

m
el

 N
et

s.

7.
 Po

le
 N

et
s.

8.
 B

ag
 N

et
s.

9.
 Fl

y 
N

et
s.

10
. S

ta
ke

 N
et

s.
11

. H
ea

d 
W

ei
rs

.

12
. B

ox
, C

rib
, &

c.

13
. G

ap
, E

ye
, &

c.

14
. S

w
ee

pe
rs

.

15
. C

og
hi

lls
.

16
. L

oo
p N

et
s.

17
.T

ra
m

m
el

N
et

s£
5i

J. Dublin, .... 218 2 17 o —
£ s. d.

174 0 0
£ s. d. £ s. cl.

174 0 0 332
2. Wexford, .... 75 — 52 — 1 — 16 — — — — — — — — — 156 5 0 — 156 5 0 453
3. Waterford, 85 56 160 H 12 • — — 2 — 10 30 5 27 — — — 524 10 0 — 524 10 0 1,097
4. Lismore, .... 133 84 17 4 — — — 15 1 24 17 - — — — — 414 15 0 40 0 0 454 15 0 570
5. Cork, .... 223 29 43 — — - 13 — — — 4 — — — - 307 O 0 — 307 0 0 593
G'.Skibbereen, 11 1 — — — 1 — — — — — — — — 19 10 0 —— 19 10 0 59
G2. Bantry, .... 10 - 8 6 . — 1 6 — — — — — — — — 42 0 0 — 42 0 0 115
G3. Kenmare, .... 48 1 — 11 — — — 7 — — — — — 7 — — — 80 0 0 — 80 0 O 186
7. Killarney, .... 116 6 1 55 — — — 4 — 6 — 5 6 — — — - 252 10 0 — 252 10 0 516
8. Limerick, .... *227 45 20 85 — — 16 45 16 28 — 15 216 — — — — 1026 3 4 — 1026 3 4 1749
9. Galway. .... 71 14 1 10 — — — — - — — 9 17 — — — 100 10 0 — 100 10 0 201

101. Ballynakill, 57 - - 14 o — 80 10 0 — 80 10 0 142
102. Bangor, .... 14 — — 20 — — — 21 1 — 0 - 187 0 O — 187 0 0 223
11. Ballina, .... 48 — 8 o — — 8 — — — 10 12 — — - — 156 0 0 — 156 0 0 168
12. Sligo, .... 32 — 10 — — — 5 — - 2 3 — — - — 84 0 0 — 81 0 0 119
13. Ballyshannon, 66 8 — 8 — 1 1 16 — — — 5 — — 27 - — 241 10 0 SO 0 0 321 10 0 228
14. Letterkenny, 11 — 9 — — 1 9 4 — — 4 — — 2 — 64 10 0 — 64 10 0 127
151. Londonderry, 39 6 — 16 — — <3 22 — 12 — 1 1 — — — 381 10 0 3 1 2 384 11 2 295
I.',9.Coleraine, ....
16. Ballycastle,

26 o — 52 — 193 — 10 — — — 4 20 — 26 — — 279 10 0 66 7 0 345 17 0 688
25 — 3 — 2 — 21 — — — 1 1 — — 144 10 0 — 144 10 0 146

17. Drogheda, .... 67 15 11 46 — - - 8 - - - 54 - - 190 5 0 — 190 5 0 557

4,906 8 4 189 8 2 5,095 16 6 7,564

The estimate of the average number of 
fSalmbVRods, . < Iman. I Draft Nets, . . 6 men. I Pole Nets, . • 3 men.
Cross Lines, . . 2 men. - Drift Nets, . . 5 do. Bag Nets. . • 4 do.
Snap Nets, <, . 4 do. | Trammel Nets, • 2 do. | Fly Nets, • • 4 “O.

Description of Fish. Tons. cwts. qrs. Rates of Carriage of Fish.
Coarse Fish—cod, hake, &c., . . 295 9 1 Coarse Fish—cod, hake, &c., . 30s. per ton.
Fine Fish—salmon, turbot, &c., G1 G 3 Fine Fish—salmon, turbot. &c., . 46s. per ton.
Lobsters, .... . Ill 15 0 Lobsters, .... . 29s. per ton.
Oysters, .... . 221 8 o Oysters, .... . 29s. per ton.

Total, . G89 19 3
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Appendix, No. 5.

Applications for By-Laws, Rules, <fcc., received by Commissioners.

Appendix, No. G.

By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners.
District or Place affected by 

By-Law, &c. 
Killarney District, 
Lough Ree, River Shannon, 
Dublin District, 
Inver River, 
Castlemaine Estuary

Lismore District,
Ditto,

Nature of By-Law, Order, &c.
Change of season, ...... 
Authorizing a five-inched meshed net to be used, .
Change of season, ......
Change of season, ......
Prohibiting the use of draft nets having a foot rope, and 

leads or weights affixed thereto, in the estuary of Castle
maine, during the Salmon close season, .

Increasing licence duty on bag nets to £5, .
Change of season, ......

Date.
7 th May, 1858. 

27th August, 1858. 
22nd July, 1858. 
27th August, 1858.

27th October, 1858.
19th November, 1858.
30th December, 1858.

No. 7.
Conservators in Ireland for the Years 1857 and 1858.

men employed is made hip as follows.

Number and Description of Licences sold in 1858.

•o
OT
CD

o
2
S 
<s

1"*

1858.
Amount 

of
Licence 

Duty.

1858.
Per 

ccntage on 
Poor Law 
Valuation.

1858.
Total

Amount 
received 

for Licence 
Duties.

1858.
Average 
Number 

em
ployed.

1

Increase or Decrease between 
1857 and 1858.

1 1. Sa
lm

on
 R

od
s.

2.
 C

ro
ss

 L
in

es
.

3.
 S

na
p 

N
et

s. j
4.

 D
ra

ft 
N

et
s.

5.
 D

rif
t N

et
s.

6.
 T

ra
m

m
el

 N
et

s.

7.
 Po

le
 N

et
s.

8.
 B

ag
 N

et
s.

9.
 Fl

y N
et

s.

10
. S

ta
ke

 N
et

s.

| 11.
 H

ea
d 

W
ei

rs
.

| 12.
 B

ox
, C

rib
, &

c.
 j

13
. G

ap
, E

ye
, &

0.

14
. S

w
ee

pe
rs

.
| 15

. C
og

hi
lls

.

IG
. L

oo
p N

et
s.

Increase 
in Amount.

Decrease 
in Amount.

In
cr

ea
se

 in
N

um
be

r e
m

pl
oy

ed
.

D
ec

re
as

e i
n

N
um

be
r e

m
pl

oy
ed

.

X' a. d. .•£ s. d. £ s. cl. £ s. d. s. d.
18ft 1 —• 11 — — 2 — — — — — 1 — — 150 0 0 — 150 0 0 281 — 24 0 0 — 48
58 — 48 — - - 13 — — — — — — — — 133 10 0 — 133 10 0 398 — 22 15 0 — 55

116 61 161 11 is — 0 — 10 29 — — — 578 6 8 — 578 6 8 1,167 53 16 8 — 70 —
96 76 12 3 b — — 16 3 21 15 __ — — — 374 0 0 40 0 0 414 0 0 482 —. 40 15 0 — 88

200 18 40 — — — 10 — — 3 — — — — — 279 0 0 — 279 0 0 518 — 28 0 0 — 75
11 — — J -♦ 17 10 0 — 17 10 0 56 _ 2 0 0 — 3
12 — — 11 y 47 10 0 — 47 10 0 131 5 10 0 — 16 —
31 — _ 9 1 - — 8 — — — — 7 — — — 71 10 0 — 71 10 0 164 — 8 10 0 — 00

85 5 1 54 — - — n 6 — 4 - — — — — 231 10 0 — 231 10 O 469 — 21 0 0 47
188 52 20 87 — 21 to 30 — 16 206 — — — — 1002 6 8 — 1002 6 8 1,692 — 23 16 8 — 57
95 21 — 7 — 3 — — — 9 21 — — — — 149 17 6 — 149 17 6 237 49 7 6 — 36
35 1 — 12 — — 1 — — — — — — — — 67 10 0 — 67 10 0 113 13 0 0 29
82 - — 20 — — — 20 1 — — 3 — — — — — 221 0 0 — 221 0 0 288 34 0 0 — 65»ki — — 9 1 — — / — — — 10 12 — — — — 143 0 0 — 143 0 0 147 — 13 0 0 215r3 1 i — 11 — — — 5 — — — — 6 — — — — 91 10 0 — 91 10 0 153 7 10 0 _ 34
46 7 1 _ D — — 1 15 — — — 5 — 29 — — 206 0 0 80 0 0 286 0 0 184 ■ ■ 35 10 0 44
16 — 1 - 10 — — 1 9 1 — •) — — — — 71 () 0 — 71 0 0 129 6 10 0 __ 2 —
26 7 1 — 16 — — 1 1!» — 12 — — — — — — — 358 0 0 — 358 0 0 272 — 26 11 2 23
32 8 63 — 226 1 9 — — — D 100 — 36 — — 358 15 0 43 17 0 402 12 0 1.159 56 15 0 471 —
16 —

1 1
6 — — — 26 — — — O 1 — — — 158 () o — 158 0 0 147 13 10 0 __ 1 —

59 11 9 45 — — — 10 — — — 7 50 - — - 182 5 0 — 182 5 0 529 — 8 0 0 28

4,892 0 10 163 17 0 5,055 17 10 8,709 226 19 2 266 17 10 695 540

Stake Nets, . • 4 men. I , $®P’§yeJ&c-\ • ^UneL I Loop or Frame Nets, . Iman.
Head weirs, . • 1 «"an- n Srs’ 1 ‘ G\d°- Trammel Nets, ’ . 1 do.
Box,crib.^C.(overy 5) 2 men. I I

District or Place. Nature of Application. Observations.

Abbeyfeale,

Killamey District,

Lough Ree, River Shannon,
Inver River, county Donegal, . 
Lismore District,

Ditto,

To prohibit net fishing in rivers between six o’clock, p.m., 
and six o’clock, a.si.,

To prohibit the use of foot ropes or under lines to nets used 
for taking Herrings or Sprats in the estuary of Castle- 
maine, .......

To reduce size of meshes of nets, .... 
To change season, ......
To increase licence duty on bag nets to .£5 .
To change season, ......

Refused.

Granted. 
Granted. 
Granted. 
Granted. 
Granted.
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Appendix,
Abstract of Statements from Boards of Conservators as

Number and Name of District. General state of the Salmon 
and Inland Fisheries.

Whether the Take of Salmon 
In 1858 was more or less 
productive than in 1857.

Average price of Salmon 
obtained by the Captors.

I.—Dublin, Improving. More productive. Is. to Is. 6J, per j|,Lome 
consumption.

2.—Wexford, The fisheries appear to be in a 
good state at present. The 
bag net fishing increased, but 
the Seine net and rod fishing 
decreased; but there is a good 
prospect of improvement.

Less productive. 8<Z. per lb.

3.—Waterford, . In a most improving condition; 
the fisheries have improved 
since last year, and they give 
a fair promise of further im
provement.

More productive. 6<Z. to Is. 8<Z. per lb.

4.—Lismore, The state of the salmon fisheries 
very good; they have improved 
since last return, and are likely 
to improve.

More productive; the take of 
salmon in bag nets along the 
coast was very large, so much 
so that captors employed carts 
to take the fish to the dealers, 
heretofore taken by men in 
baskets.

About Is. per lb.

5.—Cork, .... Improving, and a good prospect. The latter portion was produc
tive.

Is. per lb.

6’.—Skibbereen, There is a general improvement 
in this district, and it is ex
pected that in consequence of 
the extension of the open sea
son at one period of the year, 
and the extension of the close 
season at another, the fisheries 
will be improved.

Last year has been more produc
tive, but not to a very great 
degree.

4<Z. to 5cZ. per lb.

62.—Bantry, Much improved, and prospects 
good.

Less productive—about a third. About 5<Z. per lb.

63.—Kenmare, . Progressively improving. Greater. 6<Z. per lb.

7.—Killamey, . The salmon fisheries in a good 
condition.

The take of fish about the same 
as last year.

From Is. 1<Z. to Is. 6rZ.; and 
■1<Z. per lb. in summer.

8.—Limerick, . The salmon fisheries greatly im
proved, and the prospect is 
very good.

The take of fish about the same; 
a much larger quantity of fish 
would have been taken last 
year were it not for the very 
low state of the water during 
the fishing season.

About Is. 6<Z. per lb, for spring 
fish, and 8d. for peal.

9.—Galway, The district most flourishing, 
and there is every prospect of 
a much greater improvement.

Considerably more productive 
than any year for a long time 
past.

About 8<Z. per lb.

10>.—Ballynakill, A steady improvement for the 
last few years; improved since 
the last return; a further im
provement rather doubtful for 
a few years; this season of 
1859 there will be a reason
able take, but 1860 and 1861 
very dubious.

More productive. About 6«Z. per lb.

10->.—Bangor, The state of the salmon fisheries 
very fair.

Much the same as last year. About 5<Z. per lb.

11.—Ballina, Cannot say the Lake is increas
ing, last year’s catch being 
littlebettertban previous year, 
which was little more than the 
average take; cannot say if 
there is any prospect of future 
improvement.

Very little more productive. About 4d. per lb.

12.—Sligo, .... The state of the salmon and in
land fisheries on the increase.

Much the same. —
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No. 8. Appendix.

to the State of the Salmon and Inland Fisheries of Ireland. Report of In
specting Com
missioners of 
Fisheries for 
1858.Whether Salmon 

purchased chiefly for 
Exportation or Home 

Consumption.

The amount of Pro
tection during Close 

Season of 1858, as 
compared with preceding 

year of 1857.

Whether the quan
tity of Breeding Fish 
observed in the Rivers 

has been greater or 
less than preceding 

Year.

Whether Offences 
against tho Fishery 
Laws have increased 

or diminished.

Suggestions 
from Conservators.

Home consumption.

Three-fourths for expor
tation.

Almost all for exporta
tion.

For exportation.

Chiefly for exportation.

Chiefly for exportation.

For exportation about
100 to 1.

Chiefly for exportation.

Almost all for exporta
tion.

Chiefly for exportation.

About one-half the quan
tity taken exported.

Generally for home sup
ply.

All exported.

Chiefly for exportation.

Chiefly for exportation.

Very considerable; a large 
outlay incurred in protec
tion.

Better protection in general.

More effective.

The protection about the 
same.

Greater.

About the same amount of 
protection, but in conse
quence of the falling off 
in the number of licences 
there is no probability of 
affording the same pro
tection in future.

Better than any former 
year.

Much the same.

Much improved.

Amount paid to water 
bailiffs in 1857, was 
£686 0s.9</.; and in 1858, 
£701 5s. ?>d.; exclusive 
of the protection afforded 
by the Board, a large 
amount was afforded in 
1858 by local societies in 
different divisions of the 
district.

Considerably greater than 
for any previous one.

Much about the same.

Much more than last sea
son.

Rather less.

Protection about the same 
as usual.

Greater.

Greater quantity.

Greater than for many 
years preceding.

Larger number of breed
ing fish.

About the same.

Increase of breeding fish.

Greater than for many 
years previously.

Much greater.

Greater.

Much greater.

There never has been 
such a show of breeding 
fish seen as during this 
last season, especially 
in rivers but little fre
quented by salmon 
before.

About the same quantity.

Much more.

Much the same.

The quantity of breeding 1 
fish much more thisyear.

Diminished.

Diminished.

Diminished.

Offences diminished 
very much.

Diminished.

Convictions have 
diminished, but 
the offences are 
committed when
ever an opportu
nity offers.

Offences have in
creased.

Diminished.

Diminished.

Diminished.

diminished by 75 ' 
per cent, in con
sequence of the 
number of per
sons prosecuted in 
1857.

lather diminished.

areatly increased. (

diminished. 1

ncreased.

i

An extension of the open 
season, a grant of public 
money for protection, and 
the total suppression of 
nets in fresh waters,would 
bo very desirable.

To extend the season for 
angling to 1 st Nov., as this 
is a late river, and there 
is a growing opinion that 
extension for nets for 10 
or 12 days would not dimi
nish the number of salmon 
for stocking the river, 
sufficiently, and would in
crease the funds to enable 
the Conservators to pro
tect the rivers more effi
ciently.

’hat snatching salmon with 
one hook should be pro
hibited.

Change of season—to open 
January.

lefer to former observations 
in previous reports, rela
tive to change in' size of 
meshes of nets.
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Report of In
specting Com
missioners of 
Fisheries for 
1858.

Appendix,
Abstract of Statements from Boards of Conservators as

Number and Name of District. General state of tho Salmon 
and Inland Fisheries.

Whether tho Take of Salmon 
in 1858 was more or less 
productive than in 1857.

Average price of Salmon 
obtained bv the Captors.

13.—Ballyshannon, The fisheries have improved, 
and prospects good.

Considerably greater last year. About 5rZ. per lb.

14.—Letterkenny, No change in the salmon fish
eries ; much as usual.

Less productive. About Id. per lb.

15*.—Londonderry, The salmon fisheries improved, 
and good appearance.

More productive. About 6cZ. per lb.

152.—Coleraine, . The salmon fisheries are aud 
have been in the most prosper
ous state; they have improved 
and are likely to improve.

Twofold more productive than 
in former years.

From 8(Z. to 2s. 6<Z. per lb.

16.—Ballycastle, . The fisheries in a very satisfac
tory state, and the prospects 
very good.

Much more. From 6<Z. to Is. 6<Z. per lb.

17.—Drogheda, . An improvement expected in 
the bag net fishing on account 
of tho protection rendered 
during the close season in the 
inland rivers.

An average take with bag nets, 
but in all other fishing there 
was a decrease.

From Id. to Is. 8<Z. per lb.

Appendix,
Schedule of Licence Duties payable in each District in

District. 1. Salmon 
Rods.

2. Cross 
Lincs.

3. Snap 
Nets.

•1. Draft 
Nets.

5. Drift 
Nets.

G. Trammel 
Nets 

for Pollen.
7. Pole 
Nets.

<£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. X' s. d. £ s. d. «£ s. (1,

1. Dublin,....................................... 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0

2. Wexford, ..... 0 10 0 10 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

3. Waterford, .... 0 10 0 1 6 8 1 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 1 6 8

4. Lismore, ..... 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

T Tidal. ->

5. Cork, ..... 0 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 J 1 10 0
i Up. Waters.

11 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0
L2 0 0 J

6>. Skibbereen, .... 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

63. Bantry, ..... 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

63. Kenmare, .... 0 10 o 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

7. Killarney, .... 0 10 0 1 10 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

8. Limerick, .... 0 10 0 1 6 8 1 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 10 0 1 6 8

9. Galway, . . . . 0 10 0 1 10 0 1 2 6 2 5 0 2 5 0 1 2 6 1 10 0

101. Ballynakill, .... 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0

102. Bangor, ..... 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0

11. Ballina,...................................... 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0

12. Sligo,...................................... 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0

13. Ballyshannon................................. 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0

14. Letterkenny, .... 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

15*. Londonderry, .... 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0

lb3. Coleraine, .... 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 10 0 1 0 0

16. Ballycastle, .... 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0

17. Drogheda, .... 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0
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No. 8—continued. Appendix.

to the State of the Salmon and Inland Fisheries of Ireland—continued.

Whether Salmon 
purchased chiefly for 
Exportation or Ilumu 

Consumption.

The amount of Pro
tection during Close 

Season of 1?58, as 
compared with preceding 

year of 1857.

Whether the quan
tity of Breeding Fish 

observed in the Rivers 
has been greater or 
less than preceding 

Year.

Whether Offences 
against the Fishery 
Laws have increased 

or diminished.

Suggestions 
from Conservators.

Chiefly exported. Protection much the s..nie. A little more this rear. I liminished. —

All for exportation. About the same. Rati.er gr< ater. Diminished. —

Nearly all for exporta
tion.

About the same. .Much the same. Rather diminished. —

Two-thirds for exporta
tion.

About the same amount as 
in 1857.

Consi derabl y grea ter. Diminished. Change of season for pollen, 
and total abolition of draft 
nets in Lough Neagh.

Two-thirds exported. A greater amount of pro
tection in 1858.

Greater. Decreased. —

Principally for exporta
tion.

Much greater. Greater. .Much the same. —

Report of In
specting Com 
missioners of 
Fisheries for 
1858.

No. 9.
Ireland on Engines used for Fishing, on 1st January, 1859.

1

8. Bag Nets.
1

9. Flv Nets.
■ 1

10. Stal e Nets. 11. Head 
Weirs.

12. Box, Crib, 
&e.

13. Gap, Eye, 
&c. 11. Sweepers. 15. Coghills. 10. Loop Nets.

X 3. d. X 3. d. X 5. (/. X 3. d. X 3. d. X 1. d. X 3. d. X 3. d. X 3. d.

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 —

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0

3 0 8 3 (5 8 10 0 0 2 0 0 3 6 8 0 13 4 — —

•5 0 0 2 10 0 '• 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — — —

5 0 0 2 10 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 5 0 0 0 10 0 — — —

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 o io o —

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 o 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 —

2 10 0 2 10 0 4 10 o 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 —

3 10 0 2 10 0 1 10 0 2 0 0 2 lo 0 0 10 0 — -
3 6 8 3 (> 8 10 0 0 2 0 0 0 10 0 — __

3 15 0 3 15 0 11 5 0 2 5 0 3 15 0 0 15 0 - —

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0

5 0 0 j 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 —

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 o 1 0 0 — —

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — —

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 O 1 0 0 — — —

2 10 0 2 10 0 I 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 o 10 o - — 0 10 0

5 0 0 5 0 () 15 0 <) 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — —

5 0 0 2 Hl 0 7 10 0 1 10 o 2 10 o 0 10 0 — — —

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — — —

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 j 1 10 0 2 10 0 o io o — — —
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Appendix,

State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1859, pursuant to the

Name 
ok District. Bou.vdaries. Registering Officer.

1st Class employed 
in 1858.

2nd Class employed 
in 1858.

Total employed 
in 1858.

1st Class employed 
in 1859.

Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. i
1
Boys Vessels. Men. '

1
Boys-

Dublin, From Whip of Water 
Nth., to the Breaches, 
South.

J. A. Shears, G8 209 63 171 510 30 239 719 93 74 217 69

Arklow, From the Breaches, to J. Bowie, 224 1,331 115 108 434 62 332 1,765 177 230 1,367 121
Sluice River.

Wexford, From Sluice River to W. L. Partridge, . 17 76 180 858 7 197 934 7 20 84 —
Bannow, Co.Wexford.

1

Waterford, . From Bannow to Bally- J. 0. Bathurst, 42 147 15 269 979 52 311 1.126 67 43 158 16
voile Bridge,Co. Water
ford.

Youghal, From Ballyvoile to W. Sterne, . 50 339 4 268 1,210 81 324 1,549 85 320 23
Ballywiliiam Cove.

Queenstown, From Reddington, Ring 149 187 7 210 655 20 259 842 27 S3 108 2
Point, to Ballywiliiam 
Flat Head, Horse 
Head.

Kiusale, From Flat Head to M. B. Cockern, . 45 279 35 327 1,873 87 372 2,152 122 43 "’69 45
Inchy Bridge.

Skibbereen, . From Hollyinchy Bridge C. K. Jackson, 24 158 6 862 3,910 383 8S6 4,068 389 22 147 19to Three Castle Head.

Bantry, From Three Castle Head W. Townsend, 6 32 231 912 33 237 944 33 28to Glengarilf. /

Castletown, . From Shot Head to T. Hungerford, . GO 231 4 1,687 7,847 1,J7 8,081Sneem, Co. Kerry. *-,< .Jo 131 66 234
(

Westcove, . From Sneem to River J. K. White, 8 20 16 130 650 32Eroyknock. 138 67 0 48 12 40 4

Knightstown, From Enagh River to 
Castlemaine.

W. Lyons, . 1 5 1 267 1,184 53 268 M89 54 1 4
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No. 10.
5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1858.

2nd Class employed 
in 1859.

Total employed 
in 1859.

Increase since 
1858.

Decrease since 
1858.

•
Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Com

manders of Coast-Guards and other Registering 
Officers, up to the 1st January, 1859

Vessels. | lien. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. V cssols. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys.

174 501 30 218

>

778 99 9 29 6 - - - The condition of the Fishery Establishment improving. 
A superior class of vessels in use. The season in salmon 
fisheries has been very productive. No instances of 
conflicts. Occasionally fighting takes place, when they 
have good luck—intoxication produces it. Revision of 
registry, and their certificates should be issued annually.

115 466 63 315 1,833 184 13 68 7 — — Considerable improvement since 1811, particularly of lato 
years, as they now go from home and follow the fish. 
Last year's take of fish has been very unproductive. 
Scarcely any salmon fishing in this district. No Curing 
Establishments. No conflicts. The fishermen are gene
rally peaceable. No suggestions to offer.

189 911 14 209 995 14 32 61 7 — - - No regular fishermen in this division, except at Wexford 
and Kilmore. Boats, gear, Ac., generally in bad condi
tion. No signs of improvement. The take of fish much 
the same. The salmon fishing better than last season. 
No Curing Establishments. No conflicts. The fishermen 
are orderly and peaceable.

280 1,017 52 323 1,175 68 12 49 1 - — - No improvement or sign of improvement; rather the re
verse. The number of boats has increased, but there 
is no improvement in the character of the boats. Per
haps a better take of fish last year than in 1857. The 
salmon fishing during the year has been successful. No 
Curing Establishments. No conflicts. The fishermen 
are peaceable and ord<. ly.

211 1,083 85 298 1,403 108 23 26 146 Great falling off in the number of boats, but a decided 
improvement both in boats and gear of those now in 
existence. The take of fish less productive. The salmon 
fisheries have improved generally. No Curing Estab
lishments; hut there are several parties who cure fish 
when there is a glut in the market. The fishermen arc 
peaceable and orderly. The registry is in a very unsatis
factory state. A new registry much required.

136 531 56 159 639 58 31 100 20.-, - The Fishing Establishment generally is not so good as in 
1841. The take of fisn less productive except at a couple 
of the stations. There arc no Curing Establishments. 
The fishermen are orderly and peaceable. No conflicts.

347 1,784 66 390 2,053 111 18 99 11 The number of men and boats employed is less than in 
1811, and their gear in much the same condition. An 
improvement in the Kinsale hookers only. The take 
of fish last year more productive. There is no Curing 
Establishment in the district. No conflicts. The men 
are orderly and peaceable. It is very difficult to havc 
the registry perfect, as it is disliked so much by the 
fishermen.

830 3,952 384 852 1,099 403 31 11 34 Three of tho stations report—some signs of improvement 
took place last year. The take of fish rather more pro
ductive at some of tho stations. No regular salmon 
fishery in this division. No conflicts. No Curing 
Establishment. The poverty of the coast population 
prevents improvement in the fisheries, as they havc no 
means of replacing gear, nets. &c., when worn out; and 
boats are laid up. not being able to afford the repairs 
required.

267 911

1

274

i
1

37 5 33 Since 181-1 there is a very great improvement, and the 
fishing entered into with much more spirit, particularly 
by hookers fitted up for trawling. Extremely few her
rings or sprats last year. No improvement in salmon 
fisheries. Large quantities of fish arc cured every year 
at Bantry in the present Curing Establishments. No 
class of men can be more orderly and peaceable than the 
fishermen of this division. Trammels for catching hake 
are frequently si t in Bantry Bay before sunset, and not 
hauled until noon next day. The Bantry tender should 
bo ordered to take them on board when passing. The 
registry is not perfect A revised list of boats was lately 
taken through rhe entire division, and as this has been 
a newly appointed registry division, all former licences 
should be returned for new ones without charge-the 
boats at Duubeacon having a dill! rent letter from Ban
try, the latter b> ing registered at Castletown, and the 
former at Castletownsend heretofore.

1,747 8,182 u. 1,813 8,116 | 118 UO 335 14 — - - No marked difference in this di-tri< t The take of fish 
rather less productive. No Curing Establishment at 
present exist-. No conflicts. The fishermen are peace
able and orde r! . The registry is imperfect. A new 
registry should be ordered. The fisheries are conducted 
on a very limited scale, and the coast abounds with a 
great variety of fish.

179 740 29 191 7S(J 53 110 15 Very much fallen off since 1841. No sign of improve
ment tn the number of boats; however, their condition 
is improved Last year has been very unproductive in 
the take of fish. Salmon fishery has much improved, 
and big not have been introduced with great success. 
No Curing Establishment in this district. The fisher
men arc most peaceable and orderly. Trammel nets are 
greatly in use. both day and night, ami are very injurious 
to the general fishing tn the locality.

270 1,200 61 27 I 1,204 61
1

1

3 15 7 A decided improvement the last two years in boats, gear, 
nets. &c.—the whole better looked after and in better 
condition than formerly. The line fishing a complete 
failure, in consequence of the bad weather, but there 
was abundance of fish on the coast All fish abound 
except herrings. The toko of salmon has improved 
within the last four years. The fishing establishment at 
Portmagce cured 25 tons of ling, 1,400 hake, and 2,000 
cod. No instances of conflicts amongst the fishermen, 
who are orderly and peaceable.

C2
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Appendix,
State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1859, pursuant to the

Name 
or District. Bovndartcs.

1
1

Registering Officer.

1st Class employed 
in 1858.

2nd Class employed 
in 1858.

Total employed 
in 1858.

1st Class employed 
in 18:9.

Vessels. Men. Boss. Vessels Men.
1

Boys.
1 '

Vessels Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys.

Dingle, From Cromane Point 
(Bull Head) to Bien 
nervillc.

F. W. Stevens, .

1

- - 100 520 - 110 560
i

12 -18

Bails licigue, From Blennerville to 
Cuslien River.

A. Kennedy. 21 91 - 1>

(

:>•)

i

1
1

j

3!)

I
|
1
1 K.3

- - -

Kilrusb, , From Caslicii River to 
| Kilbarahu.

H. G. Austen. - - 1 Hi ls:t 1 12 116 J

1

i 12
1

-

Seafield. i From Black Head to 
Fanil.ie Beach.

1 E. J. Mon-iss, .
i
i

1

1

- -

i
*>

1
1

55 186 3 -
i

1

Gubs.!). , Fr >m Fari ihie to Mason 
Island.

216 1,380 27(1 620 2.501 ; go
l

902 3,$81 311 - -

Clifden. ; From Miwn Island to 
Ruana Point.

P. Campbell. 55 110 20 •‘B ' I. ISO
1

11 •12; i 1,595 31 55 153 i

Westport. ; !_•rorn Itoobeg to Ruana 
]’oil it.

R. Wilcox, . 52 H’S is;
1

iL

229 S22 1-1 28 73 i

Keele, . From Balls eras Castle 
to Bony Glen.

J. Adam, 12 30 10 mo 1 1,180 16 :J2S 1,510 26 10 2-1 -

Belrnullet, From Butter Point to 
Donna Head.

W. Dawson, 6 - 112 1 513 ill 51! • - 3 9 2

!

Dunkechan,

i

H<>m Brandy Point, to 
Loch Murrough and 
B<m Is er. Baldering.

S. Sharp,

l
1

i
1

1
50

i

128 !) 50

i

| 12S 9 -

Enliven: tl<. From Gl.nisks Cove to 
the centre of Bartra 
Me.

A. Henri,
i
1 -

| _
1 15 1-012 8 II.’. 1,012

i

8 - - -

Pullendis I rom Sliyo Bridge to 
Ballina Bridge.

i

R. K. Thompson,. 1 • > 72

1

2 1 •)

1

111

1

2 1 3

Sligo, . 1‘rom Abbey Point to 
Sligo Bridge.

E.G. Elliott, 5 15

I

I! >2 | 1,050

1

1 21 in; 1.065 21 5 15 1

Killyb.-gs,

I

From Donegal to Gsvce- 
barra Bar.

R. Heard,

|
' 10 31 6 ■171 2,021 523 -IS] 2,055

i

529 10 33 4
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No. 10—continued.
5th. and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1858.

2nd Class employed 
in 1859.

Total employed 
in 1859.

Increase since 
1858.

Decrease since 
1858. Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Com

manders of Coast-Guards and other Registering

Vessels. | Men. Bovs. Vessels. ' Men. | Boys. Vessels.
1
1 Men. Boys.

1
Vessels. Men. Boys.

Officers, up to the 1st January, 1859.

100

11

102

70

391

190

295

1(4

51

113

73

203

47 1

520

GO

550

211

1,417

740

1,116

492

IGO

1,035

411

1 J )81

! 2,0^1

1
-

1

17

21

i
i

0

i

<)

1
1 16

•>

1 42

1 '■>
i

1
H2

..

i...

1

1

1

416

2 IS

!

305

167

54

113

7 J

210

4*4

568

G6

550

211

1.570

813

1,170

501

160

1,035

Hl

1,096

! 2.1 17

1

18

25

8

i 9

10

i

i

*>1

i u

1

I

489

i

16

21

19

53

4

1

]:

T~
| 2

!i

67

|

| ~

1

I

32

23

i

31

J 02

l 8

i “

1

11

I

8

8

18

28

1

21.

23

9

310

48

1

i

12

13

26

30

The Royal Irish Fishery Establishment since 1844 in 
some respects improved. The boats are badly found, 
and the gear inferior. There is a sign of improvement 
with respect to the local trawlers and canoe long line 
fishing. The take of fish last year very productive. 
Salmon fishing very inferior. There are two Curing 
Establishments. There has been a dispute between 
trawlers and trammels, but the fishermen are generally 
orderly. A cutterstationed here would be able to settle 
disputes, should any further arise.

No regular Fishing Establishment in this division,but draft 
nets are used by different parties. The take of fish about 
the same. No improvement in salmon fishing. No 
Curing Establishment. The fishermen arc orderly and 
peaceable.

No sign of improvement. A considerable falling off in 
number of boats and men. Those that do fish are not 
constantly soocrupied. The take of fish less productive. 
A general' falling off, particularly in herrings, as fewer 
men came into the Shannon this last year than on any 
previous one. The salmon fisheries are much deterior
ated. Only one Curing Establishment in the division, 
that at G'in. The fishermen arc orderly and peaceable. 
The registry is very imperfect.

There has been a slight increase since 1844 in the number 
of eamn s, but the gear is still of an inferior description. 
The take of fish ha- fallen off. Very few salmon taken 
last year. No Curing Establishment in the district. No 
conflicts. The fishermen are peaceable and orderly. In 
llii! .absent.. .  private enterprise with capital there is no
prospect of improvement.

—

A little improvement in this district. The take of fish 
more productive. The salmon fisheries less productive 
last year. No conflicts. No Curing Establishment. Tho 
habits of the fishermen arc peaceable.

Much the same—no improvement. The take of fish less 
productive. The salmon fisheries not improved. No 
conflicts. No Curing Establishment. If capital were 
employed tho fishery could be improved. A revision 
of the registry necessary.

Not so good as in 1811, and no sign of improvement. The 
take of fish less productive. The salmon fisheries round 
the island, carried on by Mr. Hector, very successful. 
A Curing Establishment at Keele. No conflicts. The 

j fishermen are orderly and quiet

Boats ami gear much improved since 1844, and a little 
; sign of improvement within tho last year, and would 

have been greater, but that the population along tho sea 
: coast has been making kelp, which is a very remunera- 
' tive employment. The take of fish has been rather 

more productive last year. Two Curing Establishments, 
one at Blacksod. and the other at Blind Harbour. The 
fishermen are orderly and peaceable. No conflicts. The 
Curing Establishments being on a moderate scale will, 

: no doubt, be very remunerative. A greater quantity of 
fish was taken into Blacksod Bay from Inniskea, &c., 

; during the latter part of last year than was ever known.

j A great want of nets, lines, and energy on the part of tho 
' fishermen, and no sign of improvement. The take of 

fish nut more productive. The salmon fisheries have 
not improved. There are no Curing Establishments. 
No conflicts. The fishermen peaceable.

Improved at Ross station. An increase of curraghs and 
decrease of boats at Bulderig, and about tho same at 
other stations. The take of fish less productive. The 
salmon fisheries less successful. No Curing Establish
ment-. The fishermen are orderly and peaceable. As 
the W Fishery District includes two C G Divisions, 
tho commanding officer of each division should be 
directed to register.the boats in the C G Division under 
his command.

j The condition of the Fishery Establishment rather better.
A trifling sign of improvement. Last year has been a 

1 little more productive. The salmon fisheries rather 
1 improved. No Curing Establishments. No conflicts. 
] The fishermen orderly and peaceable.

; The boats and gear much in the same condition. A little 
| sign ot improvement. The take offish more productive, 
j No improvement in the salmon fisheries. An attempt 

was made to have a Curing Establishment at Mullagh 
more, but none now exists. No conflicts. The fisher
men arc very peaceable. Tim Coast Guards should have 
the power to detain boats until they are registered and 
marked.

1 lhe lushing Establishment much improved. The take 
j of fish more productive. The salmon fisliing in general 

very successful One Curing Establishment at Teelin. 
ami two at St. John’s Point. No conflicts. The fisher 
men are orderly ami peaceable. It is almost impossible 
to make the owners of boats keep the numbers visible 
on the boats.
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Appendix,

State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1859, pursuant to the

Name 
ov District. Boundaries. Registering Officer.

1st Class employed 
in 1358.

2nd Class employed 
in 1858.

Total employed 1st Class employed 
in 1859.

Vessels.

n 1858.

| Men. Boys.Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men.
1

Roys. Vessels. Men. Boys.

Rutland, From GweebarraBar to 
Bloody Foreland.

T. Bate, - - 281 1,156 281 1,156 164 - - -

Sheephaven, From Bloody Foreland 
to Fannet Point.

F. Collins, . - - - 747 2,312
1
130 717 130 -

Rathinnllen, From Fast side of Lee 
nan Bay, West side of 
FannetPoint,to Lough 
Swilly, Rainelton.

M. Knox, - - -

i

- - - - -

Carne, From Leenari Buy io 
Shrove Head.

G. S. Penfold. - - 174 986 23 174 980 23 - - -

Greencastle,
/

From Innishowen IL ad 
t<> Culmore, Downhill.

W. Rich, 5 15 - 170 728 181 743 27 - - -

Ballycastle, . From Downhill to Nap
pan.

W. Moulds, . - - - 187 513 1 187 513 •12 - - -

CarricliJergin. From Moiintu-n Stream, 
near Garron Point, to 
Belfast.

J. E. Elliott, 8 38 4 219 044 101 082 10S 8 38 2

Donaghadee, From Belfast to New
castle Quay.

W. G. Jones, 120 529 24 050 1,321 120 7 70 1,853 144 80 401 18

Strangford, . From Newcastle Quay 
to Sheepland Head.

J. B. Hockley, - - - - 80 401 18

Newcastle, . From SheeplaiidCove to 
River Foot.

G. A. E. Kidge, . 1 4 - 200 315
1

56 849 56 4 24 -

Carlingford, . From Ballag.an Point to 
Omeath.

— - - - - - - - - - -

Dundalk. From Maiden Tower, 
mir Drogheda, to 
River Foot, to the 
West of Cooler Point, 
near (treeimre.

T. S. Gaussen, 12 59 2 12 1,01s 92

I
!

3-J 1,07 7 04 12 G6 -

M alahide, Fro.m South -ddo of 
month of Boyne to 
Howth.

J. Irwin, 31 294 48 50 !S ( 101 37 c. 56 50 313 38

Howth, From Howth to Whip 
of Water.

H. Prosser, 12 70 9 10 10
1

4 oo 80 13 12 7 0 9
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No. 10—continued.
5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1858.

2nd Class employed 
in 1859.

Total employed 
in 1859.

Increase since 
1858.

Decrease since 
1858. Substance of Observations made by In •pontine Com

manders of Coast-Guards and oilier RogMcring 
Officers, up to tho 1st January. 1859.

Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys.

358 1,424 314 358 1,424 314 77 268 150 - -
1

No sign of improvement. The take of fish last year less 
productive. The salmon fisheries have not improved. 
No Curing Establishments. The fishermen orderly and 
peaceable. If there was a larger description of boats, 
with the necessary nets, tackle, <kc.. and properly fished, 
a large quantity of fish would be taken, ns a large quan
tity of fish abounds round this coast. It is almost im
possible to got tho owners to register their boats.

780 2,494 147 780 2,494 147 33 152 17 With the exception of bag-nets for salmon, and a better 
description of boats at Tars’ Isle lately, the fishing is 
much tho same as in 181-1. The take of fish less pro
ductive last year. No herrings on the coast of this dis
trict up to this. Salmon fisheries less successful last 
year. No Curing Establishments, except one on a small 
scale at Dunfanaghy. '1 he habits of the fishermen aro 
peaceable. A larger and better description of boats for 
deep-sea fishing would bo desirable in every respect.

50 234 41 50 234 41 — — — - - - Not so’good as in 1844. and no sign of improvement. Tho 
take more productive last year. Salmon fisheries not 
so good. No Curing Establishment. The fishermen 
aro orderly arid peaceable. This Division is divided be
tween Came and Dunfanaghy, and if it could be made 
one district it would be better.

183 1,031 23 183 1,031 23 9 45 - - - - A slight improvement. The take of fish considerably 
loss. The salmon fishing last year very productive. 
One Curing Establishment lately formed by an English 
gentleman at Culdaff. No conflicts. Tho fishermen 
aro orderly and peaceable. An alteration in the system 
of registering recommended.

222 848 28 222 848 28 41 105 1 - - - Not so good. No sign of improvement. Salmon not so 
productive. No Curing Establishment. The fishermen 
peaceable. A better system of registration required.

192 493 47 192 493 47 5 - •» - 20 - No sign of improvement. Less white fish taken last 
year. Rather above tho average in salmon. No Curing 
Establishments. Tho fishermen orderly and peaceable. 
Revision of registry should take place.

220 600 80 228 638 82 1 - - - 44 26 The long-lino fishermen much tho same as in 1844, but 
tho trawlers decreased. No sign of improvement. Sal
mon more productive. Other kinds much the samo as 
last year. No conflicts. The long-lino fishermen arc 
orderly and peaceable, but the trawlers take every oppor
tunity to break tho By-laws. If the present registers of 
boats were cancelled, and new ones issued, the actual 
number of boats in existence could be arrived at. At 
present it is impossible.

010 1,203 190 720 1,604 218 50 149 74 — - - No sign of improvement in this district. The take of fish 
much tho samo and inclined to be less. A few salmon 
trout only are caught. The fishery commences too soon. 
No Curing Establishments. No conflicts between the 
fishermen.

640 1,203 190 720 1,604 218 - - - - - - Much the same as in 1844. No improvement. The take 
offish not more productive last year. No salmon fish
eries or curing establishment in this district. Tho fish
ermen are peaceable. It would be better for each 
Inspecting Officer of Coast Guard to register boats fot 
himself.

201 833 43 208 857 43 1 8 - - - 13 Boats and gear in an indifferent condition. The take of 
fish less productive. The salmon fishing much less 
productive. No Curing Establishment. No conflicts 
have taken place. The fishermen arc orderly and peace
able. Alteration in mode of registering recommended.

Includ ed in N eweastl e and D undal k.

285 943 52 297 1,009 52 27 - - - 68 42 No improvement The take of fish about tho same. No 
Curing Establishment. No conflicts. The fishermen 
are orderly and peaceable.

48 75 4 98 388 42 - 12 - 3 - 16 No sign of improvement. Almost all the second-class 
boats are very defective. Tho take of fish less produc
tive. No salmon fishery in this district. No Curing 
Establishment No conflicts. The fishermen arc or
derly and peaceable.

8 8 4 20 78 13 - - 2 2 - No improvement. Tho take of fish less productive. No 
Curing Establishment. No conflicts. The fishermen 
ore orderly and peaceable.
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Appendix, No. 11.

Abstract of Bye Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland, 
to 1st January, 1859.

Place affected by 
Bye Law. Nature of Bye Law.

Place affected by 
Bye I.aw. Nature of B)<* haw.

Dublin Bay, .

East Coast,

Dundrum Bay, &c.,

Belfast Lough,

Lough Swilly,

Donegal Bay.

Galway Bay, .

Dingle Bay, .

Bantry Bay, .

Waterford Harbour,

Wexford Coast,

PuEgarvan Bay.

AGAINST TRAWLING.
Prohibiting Trawling inside lines drawn from the 

Bailey Light-house at Ilowth. to the Eastern
most point of the rocks called the “.Mugglins;' 
thence by a straight line to the Southern point 
ofDalkey Island; thence by a straight line across 
Dalkcy Sound, in the direction of the signal 
station on Killiney Hill.

Prohibiting Trawling within a line drawn from 
the Nose of Ilowth, to the Eastern point of St. 
Patrick’s Island (Skerries); thence to Clogher 
Head: thence to Dunany Point; thence to Cran- 
iield Point, in the County Down.

Prohibiting Trawling from IL llyhunter Rock, 
oil’ Cranlield Point, to St. John's Point, both 
in the County Down.

Prohibiting Tra wling within a straight line drawn 
from the Castle of Carrickfergus, to Rockport, 
in the County Antrim, and from kt December 
to l.-t April, and the use of Nets of less mesh 
than one and three quarter inches from knot to 
knot (except Draft Nets for Herrings).

Prohibiting Trawling within a line from Knock- 
alla Battery on the West side, to Linsfort Church 
on the East side of the Lough.

Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
the Bian Rock, to a place called Doorin Point; 
and from a place called the Blind Rock, to the 
Northern point of theTownlandof Rossnowlagh, 
Lower; and from thence to KildoneyPoint; and 
from thence to a place called Pointinchose.

Prohibiting Trawling within a line from Barna 
Pier to Gleninagh Castle. Also when large 
shoals of Herrings shall have set in in the Bay, 
and while Boats are engaged in Drifting lor 
Herrings or Mackerel, ami when Boats shall 
commence Fishing for Herrings or .Mackerel, 
that Trawl Boats shall keep at a distance of 
three miles from them.

Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
Bull’s Head, near Dingle, to Cununna, near 
Valentia. . _ . . .

Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
Crowdy Point to Carrigskye Rock; and from 
thence to Reenavanny Point, on the North 
Shore of Whiddy Island.

Prohibiting Trawling within a line drawn from 
Creden Head to Temple Church.

Prohibiting Trawling in all places where there 
are Boats engaged in Herring or Mackerel 
Drift Net Fishing; and that Trawl Boats shall 
keep at a distance of at least three miles from 
all boats fishing for Herrings or Mackerel, 
with Drift Nets. And whenever Herring or 
Mackerel Boats shall commence Drift Net 
Fishing in any place, on or off the Coast ot 
Wexf nd, the Trawl Boats shall depart there
from, and keep at least three miles distant from 
the Drift Net Herring or Mackerel Boats.

TRAMMEL NETS.
Prohibiting the use of Trammel and every other 

Fixed or .Moored Net (except Bag or other 
Nets for the taking of Salmon) in Dungar- 
van Bay, within the limit formed as follows, 
namely, the space lying between a line passing 
due East and West, through the Northernmost 
point of Helvick Head, and a line passing due 
East and West through the Southernmost point 
of Ballinacourty Head, in the Co. Waterford; 
but to the North and East of the line through 
Ballinacourty Head, and to the South and 
West of the line through Helvick Head, such 
Trammel or Moored Nets may be set, and re-

Dungarvan Bay-cow.

River Slancy, Co. 
Wexford,

River Shannon,

Lough Roe, River 
Shannon,

Castlemaiue E.-tuary

Lough Neagh,

Galway River, Lougl 
Corrib, &c.,

Coasts <>f Wicklow 
and Wexford,

Cork Harbour,

main set in the water from Three o’Clock. p.m.. 
of one dav. until Ninc o Clock, a.m.. in the fol
lowing dav, during January, March, October, 
November, and December in each Year; and 
from Five o’Clock. p.m.. of one day, to Seven 
o’Clock, a.m., in the following day, during 
May, June. July, August, and September. 
Also prohibiting such Nets athwart or within 
’JOO yards of an v boat, which at the time of setting 
such Net shall'be moored, and the Crew thereof 
engaged in Line Fishing; and to every train of 
such Trammel or Moored Nets shall be attached 
at least one floating buoy or board, upon which 
shall be painted in legible characters not less 
than one inch in length, in white upon a black 
ground, tiic Letter oi the District, and the name 
of the Owner to which such Net belongs.

Prohibiting, during the Close S ason for Salmon, 
the use of Nets of any kind whatsoever, be
tween Ferry Carrig Bridge and the Town of 
Enniscorthy.

Prohibiting Net Fishing in that part of the River 
•Shannon between \\ ellesley Bridge and the 
Railwav Bridge, between 1st June and 12th 
February.

Permitting the use of Nets in Lough Ree, having 
j a mesh of Five inches in the round measured 

when the Net is wet.
Prohibiting, during the Salmon Close Season, 

the use of Draft Nets having a foot rope and 
leads or weights affixed thereto, in the Estuary 
of Castlemaiue inside the Bar ot Inch.

Permitting Pollen to be taken by Trammel or 
Set Nets composed of Thread or Yarn of a fine 
texture, not less than ten banks to the pound 
weight, doubled and twisted with a mesh of not 
less than One inch from knot to knot; or from 
1.5th May to .’list August, by Draft Nets having 
a mesh not less than One inch from knot to knot.

Prohibiting the use of the Instrument, commonly 
called Strokehaul or Snatch, or any other such 
instrument in River Galway, Loughs Corrib 
or Mask, or their Tributaries.

OYSTERS.
Permitting, during the month of May, the Dredg

ing for Oysters from any of the Public Beds 
below level of lowest water of Spring Tides, on 
that part of the Coast betwten \\ icklow Head 
and Raven Point, north of \\ exford Harbour, 
for } urpose of replenishing and supplying Arti
ficial Oyster Beds or Layings, or other Beds or 
Layings, the exclusive property of any person, 
bnt for ou other purpose whatever.

First.—That between the 1st May and 1st Sep
tember, no boat shall have or. board any dredge 
or other implement for taking Oysters.

Second.—Every fisherman shall, on the fishing 
ground, cull all Ovsters, and shall not remove 
any Oyster of less dimensions than two and a- 
half inches at the greatest diameter thereof: 
and shall throw back into the Sea all gravel 
and fragments of shells as he shall raise while 
engaged in such fishing.

Thiid. — All persons are prohibited from throwing 
into the Sea, on imv Oyster Bed or Oyster 
Fishing Ground, the ballast of any boat, or any 
other matter or thing injurious to the Oyster 
Fishery.

Fourth.—No person shall, between Sunset and 
Sunrise, dredge for, take, or catch any Oysters 
within the Harbour of Cork.
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Appendix, No. 12.
Mouths of Rivers defined by the Commissioners.

By the 22nd section of the 5th and 6th Vic. c. 106, it is prohibited for any person (save and except the proprietor of a several 
Fishery) to erect any Fixed Engine or Contrivance for placing a Net within One Mile of the Mouth of a River; and by 
the 27th section of same Act it is prohibited for any person (save such proprietor of a several Fishery) to shoot, draw, 
or use any Net for taking Salmon within Half-a-Mile of such Mouth.

Appendix, No. 13.
List of Licences Granted by the Commissioners to plant Artificial Oyster Beds.

Licence granted to.
Lord Charles P. Clinton, . 
Thomas Eccles, Esq., .
Rev. Denis and John Mahony, 
Hon. David Plunket, .
J. K. Boswell, Esq., . 
William Foreman, Esq., .
A. C. Lambert, Esq-, •

For what place.
Berebaven, county Cork. 
Harbour of Glengariffe, co. Cork. 
Estuary of River Kenmare. 
Killary Harbour, co. Galway.
Bay of Ballyconnelly, co. Galwav. 
Bay of Ardbear, co. Galway. 
Killary Harbour, co. Galway.

Licence granted to. 
Archdeacon Magee,

John Richards, Esq., . 
J. C. Garvey, Esq., 
Thomas Whyte, Esq., 
J. O. Woodhouse, Esq., 
Burton Bindon, Esq.,

For what place.
Bays of Strcamstown and Cleggan, 

county Galway.
Bay of Blacksod, county Mayo. 
Bay of W estport, county Mayo. 
Bay of Ballisodare, county Sligo. 
Bay of Mulroy, county Donegal. 
Lough of Carlingford, co. Louth.

D

Name of River. Where Mouth Defined. Name of River. Where Mouth Defined.

Liffey,

Bray,

Owenavarragh, or 
Courtown,

Slaney,

Suir, Nore, & Barrow,

Ouvane, or Ballylickey,

Snave, or Coomhola, .

Glengariffe,

Adrigole, .

Owenshagh,

Croanshagb,

Clonee,

Sheen,

Roughty, .

Blackwater,

Sncem,

Finnehy, .

Curraan, .

By a straight line drawn from the eastern ex
tremity of the North-wall to the Long-wall 
at Ringsend.

By a straight line drawn from the Martel lo 
Tower on the north, to Martello Tower on 
south side of river.

By a straight line drawn between the eastern 
extremities of the two piers forming Cour
town Harbour.

By a straight line drawn northerly from Ross- 
hire Point to the opposite shore.

By a straight line drawn from the Magazine 
Tower, near the N.E. Point of Passage East, 
to the Point due south of Ballyhack church, 
commonly called the Church Point.

By-a straight line drawn from the southern 
point of the Townland of Barnagearagh, due 
east, to the opposite shore or bank.

By a straight line drawn from the western to 
the eastern side of the new Snave Bridge.

By a straight line drawn at the fall below 
Cromwell’s Bridge.

By a straight line drawn from the southern 
side of the church in Townland of Adrigole, 
to southern side of chapel in Townland of 
Drumgarvan,

By a straight line drawn from the N. W. corner 
of the Quay Buildings to eastern point of 
Carrignafarnogue Rock.

By a straight line drawn from the north part of 
Carrigacappul, otherwise Horse Rock, to 
Reenkillia Point.

By a straight line drawn from the north point 
of the beach of Arday Strand, due north, to 
Leillaun Peninsula.

By a straight line drawn from the eastern 
point of Old Kenmare Church to the west 
gable of John Lane’s house. J

By a straight line drawn from the boundary 
between the Townlands of Gurtagass and 
Killowen to nearest point of marsh on south 
side of river.

By a straight line drawn from the “ Outer 
Fishing Rock,” on west side of river, to 
nearest point on opposite shore in Townland 
of Dromore Demesne.

By a straight line drawn from the “ Oyster 
House” to the north point of Einaun Island.

By a straight line drawn in direction from 
Reenagappul Point to Tubbrid Point.

By a straight line drawn from the south poiut 
of Townland of Waterville to north-east 
point of Townland of Basslycaun.

Inny,

Cam,

Laune,

Maine,

Cashen,

Corrib,

Spiddle,

Ass, or Errive, .

Delphi, or Bundorragha,

Ballycroy,

Dunmoran,

Erne,

Foyle,

Roe,

Bann,

Glenariffe,

Annagassen, or Glyde 
and Dee.

By a straight line drawn from the Ferry House, 
on north side, to nearest point of Murreagh 
Sand Bank.

By a straight line drawn from Reennanalagane 
Point due N. to Black Point on opposite 
shore.

By a straight line drawn from Lansharragh 
Poiut to mouth of small creek leading to 
Reen Quay.

By a straight line drawn from the S. W. 
point of pier under Stone House at Callina- 
fercy, lo the opposite point called “Keel 
Point.”

By a straight line drawn from the point of the 
baronial boundary, in the Townland of 
Ballyeagh, in a direction south-west, to 
opposite shore.

By a straight line drawn from the east point 
of Nimmo’s Pier to the south-west of Rin- 
more, called Rinmore Point.

By a straight line drawn from Corrahowna 
Point to the opposite shore, meeting the 
townland boundary.

By a straight line drawn from the W. point of 
the Great Rock, due west, to the opposite 
shore.

By a straight line drawn from the Pier of Bun
dorragha to Pullavale Rock, on east side.

By a straight line drawn from Gubbaunduff, 
or Black Point, to Blainakearagh Point, on 
opposite shore.

By a straight line drawn across the northern 
extremities of the piers or jetties built by 
Board of Works.

By a straight line drawn in a direction from 
point of headland, called South Rock, on 
the south, to the road leading to Fern’s Hill, 
on the north.

By a straight line drawn from Culmore Fort 
to north-west angle of Culkeeragh House.

By a straight line drawn from Ball’s Point to 
the point of “ Dargan’s Embankment.”

By a straight line drawn from west extremity 
of Rabbit Warren, in direction of the dome 
of Downhill House, to opposite shore.

By a straight line drawn from “ M aterfoot ’ 
Point, due south, to opposite shore.

By a straight line drawn in a direction from 
Annagassen Mills, on the south, to the coal 
store on right side of road from Annagassen 
to Castlebellingham.
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