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R E P O R T
OF THE

FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND,
FOR THE YEAR 1859.

To His Excellency the Earl of Carlisle, Lord Lieutenant-General and General 
Governor of Ireland.

May it please your Excellency,
We the Commissioners for administering the Fishery Laws for Ireland, beg to 

submit to your Excellency the Report of the Inspecting Commissioners of Fisheries for 
the year 1859, which refers generally to the condition of the Irish Fisheries.

The state of the Deep Sea Fisheries is more satisfactory than when we last reported. 
It appears by the returns received from the two principal Railway Companies, the Great 
Southern and Western and the Midland Great Western, that the amount of fish conveyed 
to Dublin in 1859, exceeds that of 1858 by 354 tons, the amount conveyed in the year 
1859 being 1,764 tons, in 1858, 1,410 tons. Additional curing establishments on some 
of the remote parts of the coast have also been established, which is gratifying as evincing 
progressive improvement in this important branch, affording markets to the fishermen 
and stimulating them to increased exertion.

Considerable activity appears to have taken place in the cultivation and protection of 
the Oyster Fishery, and many applications have been received for Licenses to make 
artificial layings since our last Report.

The state of the Salmon Fisheries continues to be satisfactory, and we beg to refer to 
the reports from the several Boards of Conservators (see Appendix) which fully sustain 
this opinion.

We hope the consolidation of the Irish Fishery Acts will be accomplished during next 
Session of Parliament. And we beg now to state, as we have done in our previous 
Reports, that we consider the question of the improvement of the rivers at present 
unproductive, occasioned by obstructions which prevent the ascent of the fish, and from 
other causes as referred to in the Report of the Inspecting Commissioners, as one deserving 
favourable consideration.

We have the honour to be
Your Excellency’s obedient Servants,

RICHARD GRIFFITH,
JOHN RADCLIFF,
J. G. M‘KERLIE,

Commissioners of Public Works 
and Fisheries in Ireland.

J. REDMOND BARRY, 
WILLIAM J. FFENNELL,

Inspecting Commissioners of 
Fisheries in Ireland.

Edward Hornsby, Secretary.

Department of Fisheries, Office of Public Works, 
Dublin, 20th July, 1860.
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Report of Inspecting Commissioners for 1859.
Deep Sea Fisheries.—In former Reports we mentioned 

the unsatisfactory state of the registry of fishing ves
sels, arising from causes over which we had no control. 
The Act 5 & 6 Vic., cap. 106, provided for the registry 
of fishing vessels through the agency of the Coast Guard. 
That Act passed in 1842, when they commenced their 
duties in respect to them; and at that time the business 
of the department was conducted in the Custom House, 
Dublin, by a resident Inspector-General.

On the breaking up of that establishment, and the re
moval of the office to -the Customs in London, certain 
changes occurred in the districts allotted to Inspecting 
Commanders and chief officers which very much de
ranged the registry of fishing vessels, as the altered 
districts did not correspond with those originally formed 
for registering purposes, and which, in the first instance, 
were made to accommodate the arrangements of the 
Coast Guard Department with regard to the several dis
tricts of its officers. From that time much confusion 
has prevailed ; and we have repeatedly stated, in former 
Reports, that the accuracy of the returns could not be 
relied upon.

A second arrangement of the Coast Guard having sub
sequently occurred, involving further changesand divi
sions, namely, the transfer of the command of the Coast 
Guards from the Customs to the Admiralty, the Inspect
ing Commissioners specially submitted the question to 
the Fishery Board, and an order was made to revise the 
registry in conjunction with the Admiralty Office; but 
after the preliminary steps were taken and charts fur
nished by the latter department, it was found that under 
the provisions of the Fishery Acts the Commissioners 
could not alter the districts, or change the letters or 
numbers required to be fixed on fishing vessels, denot
ing the divisions to which they belonged ; and thus, by 
a defect in the framing of the law, the object of the regu
lation is defeated, which is one of much importance, 
whether considered with respect to enforcing order 
amongst the fishing population, or as regards supplying 
useful statistical information, and the Inspecting Com
missioners avail themselves of this opportunity again 
to call attention to the necessity which exists for so 
far amending and consolidating the Fishery Acts as 
will allow the intention of the law to be carried out; 
and they consider it unnecessary to enter into a further 
or more detailed explanation, as they have, in for
mer Reports, so fully submitted their views upon the 
subject.

the Coast Fisheries of Ireland have undergone great 
changes, if reviewed with reference to the last forty 
years. The abundant herring fishery which at one time 
prevailed has been much less frequent, and with the 
failure of that vast supply which, in former times, 
periodically visited our coastsand bays, the quantity of 
the larger fish, which usually follows them, has, in pro
portion lessened; and together with the lessening of 
the population in most localities, and a preference for 
agricultural pursuits, the fame of D.ungarvan, Kinsale, 
Bantry, Roundstone, Killybegs, Rutland, and other places 
as prosperous fishing stations has passed away; but 
while we point to this rather gloomy retrospect as ap- 
plyin£ certain places and certain branches of the 
fishing, which induces some who witnessed and enjoyed 
the fruits of former prosperity and abundance to depre
ciate, by comparison, the present aspect of things, still, 
we are gratified in being able to state some evidence 
of improvement and growing prosperity in the general 

prosecution of this source of industry. The means of 
conveying fish in a fresh state to market have recently 
became greatly increased by the extension of railroads ; 
and by returns received from the two principal com
panies, the Great Southern and Western, and the Mid
land Great Western, it appears that an increase of 354 
tons of fish has occurred in the conveyance to Dublin, 
in 1859, as compared with 1858, the aggregate amount 
of fish conveyed by these two railways, for the twelve 
months ending December 31st, 1859, being 1,764 tons; 
the. amount for the same period, in 1858, being only 
1,410 tons. The further extension of railways contem
plated, as well as those in progress of completion to the 
south and west especially, will be of great advantage ; 
and while we are enabled thus far to report favourably 
of the trade in fresh fish, we are glad also to be enabled 
to state that in the Curing Department on some parts 
of the coast remote from .markets, increasing activity is 
observable. Parties of respectability have recently em
barked in the purchase and cure of fish on the Galway, 
Mayo, and Donegal coasts. Curing houses have been 
erected in the vicinity of Bclmullet and Achil Sound in 
Mayo, and at Teelinand Malinbcg in Donegal. Trawl
ing continues to be steadily and successfully pursued in 
Dublin Bay and in the Channel, from otf the Isle of 
Man to the coast of Waterford. At Dingle, Galway, 
and other minor stations jealousies and disputes between 
trawl and line fishers, ■which some time since prevailed, 
appear to have much subsided, and w.e believe the by
laws and regulations made by the Board applying to 
this branch of the fishery have tended .materially to this 
more amicable state of things, as -well as being salutary 
in other important respects.

Oyster Fisheries.—The oyster fisheries are becoming a 
question attracting increased attention. Nearly all the 
public natural beds have been worked out by over dredg
ing, and improvident neglect in not restoring the unsize- 
ablc oysters to the banks, and the supply falling so far 
short of the demand in many of the principal markets, 
where a good article is appreciated, has induced several 
persons to turn their attention to artificial layings, for 
which the laws offered great encouragement. We are 
gratified to find an increase in the number of applica
tions to grant licenses for this purpose, as we believe that 
much may yet be donein this respect, as on many partsof 
our coasts suitable places, we believe, may be found, and 
of great extent, where valuable supplies may be produced, 
and considerable trade be created. Our attention has 
been called to abuses on some public beds, the correc
tion of which is under .consideration, and we hope soon, 
after we have made local inspection, and received evi
dence of the facts communicated to us, to submit for the 
consideration of the Board suitable remedies.

We refer to some reports made by us in reference to 
.different places which each of us has respectively visited 
since our last Report.

Mr. Barry reports on the 2nd July—
“ I passed some hours on Tuesday at Howth. On that 

morning about 100 of the Cornish boats had arrived, 
but on the preceding evening nearly an equal number 
of Scotch and Manx boats had departed, owing to the 
groat dearth of fish, and an account received that at 
Ardglass and the Isle of Man there was a favourable 
prospect. I have just learned that most of tire Cornish 
boats left yesterday. The season, as yet, has been very 
unproductive ; but, it is to be hoped, as the weather ap
pears to have set in very fine, that it may yet be better. 
None of the Arklow boats had attempted the Channel 
fishery, all having preferred to go direct to Scotland,
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which has now become quite familiar with them, and 
which they find, upon the whole, a more certain source 
of supply.

“ There is an important fact which I learned at 
Howth, and which I wish to record. The Scotch and 
Isle of Man herring fishers have lately adopted an im
provement upon the herring net which has rendered it 
more productive, though rather more expensive. In
stead of the ordinary herring net of about an inch mesh, 
and of stout twine, they use nets of much finer text
ure, and of larger mesh by about one-eighth of an inch, 
the thread being’nearly as.fine as that of the pollen net. 
It is found less likely to scare the fish and considerably 
lighter, and being of a larger mesh, the fish get 
thoroughly meshed, and do not.escape, as they used in 
the smaller mesh and thicker thread. It is rather strange 
that the Cornishmcn have not yet adopted this improve
ment. However, it has afforded a fair opportunity of 
testing its merits; and it is a fact, that this season the 
Cornish boat, with an equal quantity of the old nets, and 
fishing in the same ground, has not taken half the quan
tity of fish. On the other hand, the fish taken by the 
improved net is rendered much less saleable, having the 
scales rubbed off by getting farther into the mesh, from 
which it is more difficult to extricate them.

“ I have requested Mr. Prosser, the Inspecting Lieut
enant, to let us know when the boats return, and to 
report their success.”

And further on the 20th October—
“ On the occasion of my recent visit to Valencia, on 

the 7th inst., I bad much satisfaction in finding the 
fishery curing station, which had been established under 
the direction of the Board, in 1846, fully and completely 
occupied, and an auxiliary station at Portmagcc also at 
full work, apparently under the most favourable circum
stances.

« At both places the stores were full, either of salt or 
of cured fish. The drying stages were covered with as 
fine fish as I have ever seen. Preparations were being 
made for the construction of additional stages; and there 
is now on hand a larger stock of cod, ling, and hake in 
the various processes of cure than I have seen for many 
years in any one place.

“ This state of things maybe considered mainly attri
butable to the exertions of the Knight of Kerry, his bro
ther, Mr. Stephen Fitzgerald, Mr. Crosbie, of Ardfcrt 
Abbey, and Mr. John Driscol, the Knight’s agent.

“ They have embarked only a small capital, £500, in. 
the project, and under my advice they engaged the ser
vices of Mr. Browne, one of the Scotch curers, who had 
been employed by the Board. The Knight built six 
comfortable residences on the island for the families of 
fishermen, and they have confined themselves to a canoe 
or canvas boat fishing. I have more than once ex
pressed my full conviction that a small capital embarked 
in that very inexpensive fishery would yield a larger 
profit proportioned to the capital than larger and more 
costly vessels. By the establishment of the auxiliary sta
tion atPortmagec, where they keep their boats, and, in 
the .first instance, land their fish, the place being con
venient to the fishing ground, they save a great deal of 
time and expense. The fish is put through the first stage 
of cleansing and salting, and at convenience sent up to 
the Valencia station, where the process is finished.

“ Browne turned out a most valuable acquisition to 
this little company, and he exhibited the same great 
superiority in skill, in judgment, and integrity, for 
which all the Scotch curers, imported into this country 
at the same time, were remarkable. He built then' 
canoes, was a good cooper, and an excellent curer. They 
have been obliged reluctantly to part with him, he hav
ing determined to emigrate; but it is quite clear that 
in the curing process at least he has trained some of the 
native fishermen to that branch of the trade, as the fish 
cured recently and since his departure is nothing in
ferior to that which had gone through his hands.

“ Too much praise cannot be given to the gentlemen 
who have undertaken this effort, or to Mr. Driscol, 
under whose management it is carried on. Great eco
nomy is observed, and they propose to proceed slowly 
and cautiously. The only false step which they think 
they have made was, in the purchase of a large class 

vessel, at the sale of the London and West of Ireland 
Plant, at Galway, and they arc disposed to part with 
her, and to invest the amount in canoes.

“ I took from the books of the company an account 
of the quantity of cured fish which they have now ready 
for market, ■which follows, and I confidently hope that 
they will progress prosperously.

“ ‘ The early part of the present year was very severe 
consequently our take of ling was not as large as it 
should be. The quantity taken at the Valencia station, 
or rather for the Valencia Fishery Company, consist of, 
ling, 4,9.13.; hake, 25,149 ; cod, 292 ; other, 2G.7. This 
does not include the fish at present curing at Portinagee; 
it is the mere record of what is received at the Valencia 
station?

“ From Kenmare I went by the north shore of Bantry 
Bay to Castletown, and I am sorry to say that there I 
met a great contrast, indeed, to the prosperity of the 
Valencia fisliing establishment. I visited our former 
station, which had been fitted up with more than ordin
ary care, and at considerable expense ; I found it/nearly 
a heap of ruins. The drying stage, which wasintended 
as a model for such structures, and most ingeniously 
contrived, was wholly removed, and the stores and cur
ing-houses were occupied by poor families.

“ The recent sojourn of the Channel Fleet at Bore
haven had given quite a different turn to the pursuits 
of the boatmen and fishermen. They were constantly 
employed to and from the ships ; and while Castletown 
and its inhabitants were said to have derived consider
able benefit from the fleet, the fisheries were wholly 
neglected. This is not a singular instance of that class 
of persons preferring any object which presented a pros
pect of an immediate return to fishing, which is, at best, 
a more precarious pursuit. In short, there literally is 
no fishery in this most interesting locality:'

And further, in February, 1860—
“ I reached Youghal on the 22nd February (Ash-Wed- 

nesday), a day when fish is generally in demand; but 
so thoroughly prostrate is that place as a fishing town 
that not a single fresh fish was to be seen in their 
markets. The sea fisheries are wholly neglected, and 
at this season the only fish to be seen is an occasional 
spent salmon, of which an abundant supply is taken, 
even in the tidal waters, through the months of Feb
ruary and March.

“ The number of illegal stake and head weirs i,n the 
Blackwater still continues undiminisbed, and great com
plaints are made, that the subject has been neglected by 
the Fishery Department; but nobody moves. What’s 
everybody’s business is seldom attended to, and I have, 
of course, endeavoured to explain the utter impossibility 
for the Commissioners to take the initiative on such 
occasions, while the ordinary tribunals of the country 
were open to all persons who may think proper to com
plain, though Captain Frazer has, under the direction of 
the Admiralty,in his Report, recommended their removal.

“ I had a long conference with Mr. World, in the ab
sence of the Inspecting Commander of the district; he- 
is an old and very experienced English chief boatman, 
who has been nearly forty years on this coast, and is 
well acquainted with the general circumstances of th© 
district, which, extending from Ballyvoile Head to 
Ballywilliam Cove, including Dnngarvan. lie i$ quite 
unable fully to account for the great depression which 
prevails; but he states that although the number of 
boats through the district is sadly diminished, those now 
in existence are decidedly of a better class and better 
found than the fishing fleet of the district used to be, 
and he entertains a strong hope that the completion of 
the Cork and Youghal Railway will mainly tend to a 
revival of the fishery. It is expected that the Dun- 
garvan boats will run into Youghal to land their fish, 
and avail thcpiselves of the trains for Cork. The number 
of boats registered, and at present in existence, is less 
than one-third of the total number originally registered.

“ The last season has been unusually severe, and, upon 
the whole, the appearance of every thing is most gloomy. 
Youghal does not, in other respects, seem to have par
ticipated in the increased commercial prosperity of Dun- 
garvan ; but the railway seems to be the great hope.

“ On the 28th February I visited Kinsale, having prev-
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iously signified my intention to do so to Mr. Heard and 
others, who had called upon me in Cork, on the subject 
of Oyster layings and bait beds within the harbour.

“ Here, as well as in the other ports of the south coast, 
there is a most wonderful diminution in the extent of 
the fishing establishment.

“In 1836 there were of all classes notless than ninety 
hookers, while at present there arc not more than thirty- 
five ; but it is admitted that the present boats arc of a 
much better class, and better found. The number is 
also rather on the increase, and if hands could be pro
cured, more would be built. The extreme scarcity of 
bait for the long line and spillard fishery is still felt, and 
notwithstanding the existence of a section in the 5th and 
6th Vic. cap. 106, for the encouragement of bait beds, 
in no single instance in Ireland has this section been 
availed of, although I have, from time to time, urged seve
ral persons, most especially at Kinsale, to make the ex
periment, even upon a small scale. I have had an in
terview with Mr. Lauder, who represents the owner of 
a place in the upper part of the harbour, very favour
ably circumstanced for the purpose, and I have reason 
to hope that he will soon undertake it.

“ It is scarcely credible that, with such favourable 
opportunities, the principal persons interested in the 
deep sea fishery out of Kinsale should be obliged to send 
to the River Kenmare for muscle bait, at a considerable 
expense, which, before it arrives at its destination, is 
frequently quite unfit for use. In the course of last 
winter one of the finest hookers out of Kinsale, belong
ing to Mr. George Dawson, was totally wrecked on 
such a voyage from Kenmare. Another great evil re
sulting from this scarcity of bait is the almost necessary 
use of small meshed nets in the harbour for the capture 
of young codlings and whitings of scarcely any other 
value than for bait, of which they arc the very worst 
kind.

“ The mackerel and herring winter fishery failed 
this last season, although very ample preparations arc 
made upon an extensive scale for that fishery.

“ Here, as well as in Youghal, the great expectations 
of improvement rest upon the completion of the railway 
in full progress.

“ Oyster Fisheries.—T hcwholc harbour of Kinsale used 
formerly to produce a most abundant supply of oysters 
of the finest quality. It is an exemplification, in the 
first place, of the effects of judicious management, and 
next of reckless exhaustion. Nearly half a century ago 
the Corporation of Kinsalc introduced into a private Act 
a section rendering it penal to dredge for oysters within 
the harbour for five years ; the effect was soon observ
able in a most amazing increase in the stock of oysters, 
and I can myself remember when the restriction ceased, 
that the Kinsale Harbour oysters absolutely exceeded 
in quantity and quality those of Cork, so far famed ; but 
the inducement for overworking was followed, in a few 
years, by great scarcity, and such a thing as an oyster 
is now rare.

“ This case presents one of the very embarrassing 
instances of the efforts of several individuals who would 
be willing to incur considerable expense both in the for
mation of bedsand their protection under licence, being 
impeded by what is the mere semblance of a public right; 
but I have been assured that on the part of the public 
there would be no objection raised ; and I have stated 
to several applicants that I would submit the question 
for the consideration of the Board, as to the expediency 
of entertaining applications for licenses in such cases. 
There are numerous similar cases in different parts of 
Ireland, and I have no doubt that in most instances the 
granting of licenses would be considered as great a boon 
to the public as to the individual applying. No harbour 
oyster faheries than those that arc the object of the 
care and protection of parties interested, arc likely to 
last long. The demand for the English shores has be
come so great that they are removed much more rapidly 
than they increase, and consequently total exhaustion 
must follow.

1 beg to refer the Board to the several sections autho
rizing the granting of licenses for the formation of oyster 
beds, they are the 17th section, 8th & 9th cap/108, 
and the 41st section 13th & 14th Vic. cap. 88. The 

reservations in both cases refer to (the appropriation 
of any public banks or beds at present resorted io for 
oysters, but that the rights arc to be considered as ex
clusively applying to places where no such public oyster 
beds at present exist'

“ After having attended our several meetings at Cahir, 
Clonmel, Waterford, and Passage East, I proceeded to 
Dungarvan, on Tuesday, the 21st February. By a 
rather strange coincidence it happened to be the anni
versary of my first official visit to that place in 1820, 
just forty years ago.

“ It is scarcely possible to imagine a place more altered 
in general circumstances. At that time it was one of 
the most important fishing towns in the south of Ire
land ; it was literally thronged with a population want
ing only an increased number of boats to avail them
selves of the liberal tonnage and production bounty 
which came into operation that year, and to a wonder
ful extent stimulated the efforts of the people. An unu
sually large quantity of glasscn or black pollock was 
taken and cured that spring, and the bounty of 4s. a 
cwt., added to a fair price for the fish, and a drawback 
of the duty on the salt used in curing, quite enriched 
the town, and for the following ten years it continued 
to be one of the most prosperous towns in Ireland.

“ The harbour divided the community into two sepa
rate and distinct bodies. The people of Abbeyside and of 
Dungarvan. The first were, as well fishermen as hold
ers of small lots of land ; the others had only their 
habitations at a nominal rent; but there was, so long 
as I remember, a marked difference in the habits of 
both, the Abbeyside people being at all times more 
provident, and consequently more prosperous, than the 
others. From that quarter, most especially, has sprung 
up a class of respectable small, trading shipowners, while 
many of the descendants of the mere fishermen have 
cither become extinct or have gone into the navy or 
merchant service ; and as a fishing town Dungarvan 
scarcely deserves to be named. One sees a number of 
crazy boats rotting on the shore, while the number of 
effective fishing-boats is reduced to under thirty ; but 
the quays exhibit a fine and well-equipped fleetof trading 
vessels from 50 to 150 tons. The apparent prosper!ty of 
the town seems to progress rapidly. New houses are 
being built, while the former habitations of the fisher
men arc vanishing fast; but if any town in Ireland can 
be said, like Amsterdam, to be built upon fish bones it 
is Dungarvan. Those who prospered have adopted a 
pursuit more profitable and less precarious than fishing, 
and the remainder, who had not been so provident, were 
utterly extinguished during the year of famine, when 
the people could not be persuaded to ‘ eat salt fish with
out potatoes.’

“ It is nearly two years since I was at Dungarvan be
fore this time, and I cannot sec, so far as fishing, any 
improvement; but I was struck with one remarkable 
fact, on examining a quantity of cured glasscn, cod, 
and ling, I found that the people had degenerated into 
the old practice of curing in the most slovenly manner, 
and leaving the 33’11010 of the back bones unremo3Ted, 
which they had been required to give up, in 1820. The 
consequence must be, that the fish never can be pro
perly cured or pressed, and can only be fit for consump
tion amongst the poor in the neighbourhood.

“ Trammel fishing is still continued on the opposite 
shore, and no regard whatsoever is paid to the by-law 
of the 4 th of July, 1849, regulating the boundaries and 
terms for setting. It was found too complex, and some 
attempts at prosecution under it having failed, it has for 
several years been disregarded; but owing to the great 
diminution in the number of hookers and line fishers 
generally there is now scarcely any instance, for some 
years, of any disturbance.”

And on the 16th October—
“Southampton Lobster Ponds.—Ha vi ng recen tly v isi ted 

the south of England on private business I took the op
portunity of going to Southampton for the purpose of 
examining the Lobster Ponds at Hamble, of which so 
much has been said by Captain Symonds and others.

“ The village of Hamble is about six miles from South
ampton on the harbour. I went there on the 24th of 
August. The ponds have been constructed at the ex-
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pense of Mr. Richard Scovell, of Hamble, who is exten
sively engaged in the shell fish trade. Mr. Francis 
Breadmore, an intelligent operative fisherman, is the 
resident superintendent, and from both I experienced 
the kindest disposition to afford me all possible infor
mation.

“ The cost of the establishment at Hamble is stated to 
have been not less than £1,000, in addition to the cost 
of several cutters employed to bring the lobsters from 
the coasts of France and Ireland.

“ Wbenl saw the pond atHarnble there were aboutone 
thousand lobsters in it, several of which -were taken up 
in a landing net, and exhibited to me. They appeared 
in excellent condition, and only very few mutilated by 
the loss of claws, though they had been nearly six weeks 
in the ponds ; but after a little more time they generally 
get covered with weeds and slime, which kills them. 
They are also extremely pugnacious, and frequently tear 
off each other’s claws. It is not true that they may 
with safety be kept over through a winter. They are 
not provided artificially with food; and they are not, 
while in the ponds, observed to change their shells, and 
are never known to breed in the ponds.

“ The risk attending this trade is stated by Mr. Scovell 
to be more than ordinary, from their first purchase, 
though at very low prices, on the coasts of France and 
Ireland, to their final transmission to market from the 
ponds. They are brought in well-boats from their 
native waters; and it often happens that by stress of 
weather or contrary -winds nearly the whole cargo is 
destroyed.

“ TheHamble ponds arc believed to be very favourable 
to the health and preservation of the fish put in in a 
fair state, and it is certain that particular qualities, 
either in the soil or water, -will sometimes prove de
structive to the fish. From this cause it is believed that 
lobster ponds attempted by Mr. Hamden, at Salcomb, 
about twenty miles from Plymouth, are said to have 
failed.

“ The whole space occupied by the Hamble pond is 
something over half a statute acre, and the surrounding 
ground and house about three-quarters of an acre.

“ The pond is something in the shape of a heart, with 
the small end towards the Hamble river, by which it is 
supplied by means of a pipe, produced to low water with 
a close sluice. A small portion of the pond, at the small 
end, is walled off and considerably deeper than the rest. 
The whole pond is carefully bricked, sloping all round 
to the bottom, well cemented, and the bottom, to a 
depth of about six feet, is cemented and rendered quite 
impervious. The brick lining round the sides is quite 
indispensable to prevent the lobsters from burrowing 
according to their natural habits.”

Mr. Ffennell reports on the 2nd November—
“ Trawling continues to be prosecuted in Galway Bay 

without opposition by the Claddagh fishermen, who ap
pear to be in as comfortable circumstances as before this 
mode of fishing was steadily practised.

“ The Royal Irish Fishery Company having been dis
solved, the trawling is now in the hands of private par
ties, who are supposed to be doing well, the principal 
person engaged being Mr. Sweeny, who has had, for the 
last three years, some good boats employed. Although 
this company has ceased to exist, much good has arisen 
by the example which they set to others; and the perma
nent establishment of this mode of fishing, both at Dingle 
and Galway, is mainly, if not altogether, due to them.

“ Around that part of the coast between Galway Bay 
and Sligo there appears to be an increased activity on 
the part of the inhabitants generally in fishing opera
tions; and although they are not systematically carried 
out in the way of general trade, a great deal of food is 
obtained, and considerable local traffic arises therefrom. 
A Scotchman is engaged in fish curing at Boffin Island, 
and his operations are on a rather extensive scale, and 
no doubt the place affords an opportunity for extensive 
business in this respect, as the banks in the vicinity are 
known to be very productive.

“ In Clew Bay and off the Island of Achill the neigh
bouring inhabitants enjoy considerable advantage in the 
local traffic in fish, the local demand about Westport, 
Newport, and adjoining county, creating markets.

“ The cod and ling fishery, particularly the former, 
have been very abundant about Iniskea Island and the 
Black Bock during the last two seasons.

“ Boats from Skerries (Dublin) have been very suc
cessfid there, and an increased number are likely to pro
ceed to these banks this coming season.

“ Mr. Richards, who lives in the Mull, near Elly Bay, 
takesan interest in their success, and has rendered them 
accommodation in their curing operations, which is valu
able.

“ The Rev. Mr. Palmer, who recently purchased two 
estates, the property of Lady Molyneux, one at Bally- 
croy, the other at Tarmon, on the Mullett, has been 
largely engaged in fish-curing for the last two years; 
but has not been successful in rendering it profitable. 
At Tarmon he built a drying-house, and erected ma
chinery for the purpose of drying the fish by artificial 
heat. He put up a water-wheel to drive fans, which 
were intended to force artificial heat through the build
ing ; but it appears there was not sufficient water to act 
upon the wheel, and that men were substituted on the 
principle of a tread-mill: but, unfortunately, the heat 
could not be sufficiently diffused, and while the fish near 
the furnace were burned, those more remote were not 
acted upon at all.

(l Mr. Palmer also erected shedsand leased premises at 
a place called Tip, near the Stags of Broadhaven, where 
ho purchased fish largely, and dried them in the ordin
ary way. He sent some fish to Glasgow, and chartered 
a steamer from the Clyde to convey his fish from the 
stations, and purchased cured fish at Achill, where the 
steamer picked it up, and proceeded to Galway to dis
pose of it. The expenses of conveyance under such 
circumstances were enormous as applying to such a com
modity, the market selected (Galway) unsuitable, and 
the speculation did not turn out profitable.

a It would appear that a combination of circumstances 
set in adverse to Mr. Palmer’s success.

“ The drying apparatus was second hand, ami was ob
tained from some person near Newport, who had used 
them in the drying of flax, and failing in the process of 
drying fish, led to litigation.

“It was further said that the coopers which were em
ployed got dissatisfied with the amount of wages they 
were enabled to earn, left the place, and a large quan
tity of fish in consequence was greatly damaged, if not 
wholly destroyed. Having suffered considerable loss he 
stopped purchasing fish, and sought for persons to take 
the premises which he had fitted up, both at Tarmon 
and Tip. He was in treaty with parties for the latter 
place, and not agreeing with them as to terms he con
cluded a bargain with Mr. Savage for some houses 
which he had built for Coast Guards, since removed, 
and Mr. Palmer is bound by a lease to Mr. Savage for 
the original curing-houses.

“ 1 found the persons referred to actively at work buy
ing and curing.

“ A remarkable instance has occurred here (Tip) with 
reference to the migration of fish, a vast quantity of 
hake has been taken for the first time in the memory 
of the oldest fisherman.

“ The lobster fishery on the Galway and Mayo coasts 
was actively carried on during last summer, the convey
ance of rail from Galway having greatly stimulated the 
trade.

“ Oyster Fisheries.—Much activity prevails in the oys
ter fishery of the west coast. The demand for oysters for 
planting at the beds connected with the Ballinahinch pro
perty is large, and inquiries are also made v ith reference 
to engaging those in Ardbear Bay and in the neighbour
hood ofBallinahincb. The layings made by Mr. David 
Blanket in Killery Bay, under the Board’s license, have 
not turned out well, they have been overrun by mussels, 
which have increased vastly, it would appear, since 
Lord Lucan’s property adjoining was cleared of the ten
ants, who kept them down by using them for food as 
well as manure.

“ In Clew Bay, Achill Sound, and Blacksod Bay the 
oysters are said to be plentiful, not having been closely 
dredged for the last two years.

“ Mr. Richards, who obtained a license some four years 
since for layings in the latter bay, informed me that
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they have been very successful, and have increased 
beyond his expectations.

11 In an inlet or bay connected with Achill Sound, in a 
place called Tanderagee, it may bo remembered that 
some twelve or thirteen years since Sir Richard 
O’Douel’s right to oyster beds was contested by the 
public, who succeeded in establishing their rights. Since 
then people from Westport and elsewhere have been in 
the habit of resorting to those beds and dredging for oys
ters as demand arose, and at present there is a prospect 
of a brisk trade.

“ Mr. Hector, who holds the bag-net fishing at Achill, 
has a very complete establishment for the preserving of 
salmon, lobsters, beef, mutton, hare soup, and oysters in 
tin-cases for supplies at sea, Ac.; and I found, by a visit 
to liis stores, that his foreman, in his absence, was 
obliged to stop buying oysters, in consequence of the 
dredgers endeavouring to force upon him oysters so 
small that they were of no value whatever. I saw some 
of them which he bad laid aside, and they were under 
the size of a shilling The oysters were sold by mea
sure, and hence this imposition so improvident and in
jurious to the interests of the parties involved. There 
have been complaints from timo to time of such prac
tices in Clew Bay, Acliill, and Blacksod, and I think 
the question of such importance as to demand the spe
cial consideration of the Board, with the view of cor
recting an evil of so much magnitude..

“ The Board have directed a public investigation into 
this with a view, of rendering the evils complained of 
by the adoption of bydaws, similar to those in force in 
Cork Harbour,, which have proved so useful to the 
oyster fisheries of that locality, and the necessary steps 
will be taken early in the year.”

Herring-fry.—The destruction of herring-fry lately 
complained of on the Scotch coast, occasionally occurs 
on the coast of Ireland. It is alleged that, under the 
denomination of sprats or garvies, as they are called in 
Scotland, large quantities of herring ball or fry arc de
stroyed and the subject hasoccupied the attention of the 
Commissioners of British Fisheries, who, in 1845, called 
in the aid of an eminent naturalist, Mr. James Willson, 
of Woodville, who then furnished to the Board the fol
lowing statement as to the distinguishing marks of the 
young herring, and the garvie or sprat:—

“The first character to which I would direct your attention, 
is one which is so distinguishable by touch as well as sight, that 
it would be quite easy by means of it, to divide into two sepa
rate portions-dho largest and most intermingled mass of these 
fishes, even in total darkness. I refer to the jagged or spiny edg
ing wliich prevails along the lower outline of the sprat or garvie, 
almost all the way from throat to tail. This character is scarcely 
at all perceptible in the true herring. It is slightly developed 
in the fry, but soon disappears. It seems never absent in the 
garvie, but grows witii its growth, and presents so still a tooth
ing along the afi lominal line, that if a fish is held not' very 
tightly by the sides between the linger and thumb, and then a- 
finger of the other hand is pressed along that under line from 
tail to throat, the projections will present so much resistance 
that the fislr itself will be moved forwards.

“ 2. The eye of the herring is proportionally larger than that 
of the garvie,.so that if you place a young herring beside a gar
vie of greater .dze, its eye will nevertheless be larger than that 
of the garvie, and if the fishes are themselves of the same size, 
the difference of the eye will be of course thomore perceptible.

“3rd. The third character is less obvious, till attention is 
called towards it. than the two preceding, but it is of equal im
portance. being not less constant and discriminative. If you 
observe the position of the dorsal or back fin of the herring, and 
suppose a. line drawn perpendicularly downwards from its fore
most portion where it enters the back, as in the annexed 
figures, you will find that such line will invariably tall in ad* 
vance of the ventral or belly fin beneath it. But if you draw a 
similar line from the front portion of a garvies dorsal fin, it 
will invariably drop M/W the insertion of the ventral fin.

“ 4th. The fourth character of distinction results from or is 
connected with the character just mentioned. There is a 
shorter space and fewer divisional lines between the pectoral or 
breast fin, and the ventral fin in the garvie, than in the her
ring, so that the anterior portion of its body is less elongated.

•‘5th. The divisional segments or plates which occupy the 
lower space between the pectoral and ventral fins are larger in 
size and fewer in number in the garvie than in the herring, 
there being about fifteen in the former, and about twenty in 
the latter. In conformity with this distinction in the outer 
aspect, the number of ribs is different, being considerably 
smaller in amount in the garvie than in the herring.

“Many other distinctions of a minuter kind are known to 
naturalists, butl think the preceding will suffice for the object 
you have in view, viz., that the difference between the sprat

Sprat or Garvie.

or garvie, and the fry of the true herring, may be ascertained 
with ease and accuracy by all who desire to do so. I subjoin 
an outline sketch of a garvie and a young herring to show tlie 
five points above referred to.”

Young Herring.

Pectoral Jin. Ventral fin.

By order of the Honourable, the Commissioners, 
Thomas Dick Lauder, 

Secretary, Board of Fisheries. 
Royal Institution,

26 th June, 1845.

In reference to the Salmon Fisheries Mr. Ffennellstates, 
The returns received from the Boards of Conservators 
are on the whole satisfactory. In a majority of the 
several districts improvement is stated to be progres
sive, while in some it would appear by the returns that 
the same advance in productiveness is not experienced. 
The returns of fish conveyed by the Great Southern and 
Western Railway and the Midland Great Western Rail
way, exhibit an increase of 7G tons for 1859 over 1858— 
this applying to a limited portion only of the fisheries of 
the country. It must not be forgotten, however, that 
the deficiency of rain last summer was unusual, and 
must have greatly affected the fishings after the run of 
spring fish ended ; and had it not been for this circum
stance, we believe the capture of 1859 would have ex
hibited a very material increase ; for, notwithstanding 
this great drawback upon the season’s fishing, caused 
by the want of fresh water in the summer months, the 
capture in the spring being more than an average one, 
sustained the gross value, we believe, nearly, if not 
fully, to the standard of the preceding year. There is 
in many districts a marked increase in the size of the 
spring fish, arising evidently from the fact of better pro
tection of the brood fish in winter, which arc not now 
destroyed to the extent which they formerly were. 
The protection afforded by the combined attention of 
the Boards of Conservators and Constabulary to this 
most important object, is manifestly effecting much 
good; and the testimony borne in the returns before us, 
from Boards-of Conservators, of the valuable aid ren
dered by the police, is highly satisfactory, and it is 
a pleasing duty to add our acknowledgments of the 
prompt attention paid by the Inspector-General to all 
matters submitted to him, connected with the enforce
ment of the fishery laws, and his cordial co-operation 
in directing the special attention of the force under his 
command to any matter which may require more than 
the ordinary vigilance of general duties ; and while this 
effective enforcement of the laws, as regards the inte
rests of the country, in relation to the protection of the 
salmon fisheries, is highly valuable, its advantages ex
tend beyond that object, in exercising a salutary moral 
discipline, which tends to insure respect for, and obe
dience to the laws in their more general application ; 
and we have been led to oiler these remarks by finding 
that generally throughout Ireland, as reported from the 
Boards of Conservators, offences against the fishery 
laws have materially lessened, which is a matter for 
congratulation as connected with the general advance 
of social order in the country.
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CLOSE AND OPEN SEASONS.
The question of close and open seasons continues to 

be one of difficulty as regards satisfying the parties 
concerned ; and in some districts there exists a restless
ness which induces applications for change to be re
peated before, perhaps, sufficient time has elapsed to 
prove the suitableness of an existing regulation. No 
change can be made until three years have elapsed 
after the Commissioners have fixed a season; and yet 
this may not afford sufficient time, under certain cir
cumstances, to test its expediency, as, for instance, the 
occurrence of a season, exceptional as regards the 
weather, and the extreme dryness of last summer may 
have had influences upon the fish as to the time they 
reached the spawning grounds, operating upon them, 
consequently, as to the time they descended to the sea, 
and requiring, perhaps, two years to adjust those dis
turbing influences before the coursesof migration, in both 
the parent fish and brood, return to the usual periods. 
There are other elements connected with the movements 
of the fish, however, contributing to the desire for change 
on the part of some persons connected with the fishings 
in rivers and estuaries, where interests are varied and 
embrace many class sections as to the rights or oppor
tunities of taking the fish, local position determining 
and influencing each in the desire for particular regula
tions as to closing and opening. In rivers extend
ing long distances from sea to source, the fish require 
some considerable time before they will reach the upper 
portions, and the persons occupying those upper waters 
have an interest in deferring the opening of the fishery 
below them in spring, that the new-run well-seasoned 
fish may not be taken below, and may be allowed to 
ascend to them; while the parties below object to delay 
the capture of good fish, which bring a very high price 
in the early season, and especially the extreme low 
sections in the tide may object to restraint in the early 
spring, not only because the fish are then most valuable, 
but, also, that if they arc allowed to pass them they 
will lose them altogether; and as they do not delay 
below at that season, further urge, and perhaps fairly,that 
in general they do not capture spent or foul fish in the 
lower tideways. In the middle and lower fresh waters, 
and in the upper tideways, the fish arc mixed in the 
early spring, some good and many bad, and that the bad 
fish should be spared, every one must admit; and though 
the law provides that they shall not be taken, it is 
found impossible to carry out that provision. If the 
upper fishers would enlarge the spent fish, the difficulty 
of adjusting the opening of the season, for the benefit 
of all parties, would bo at an end ; and in some parts of 
Scotland the use of a gafi' is prohibited, and a landing- 
net substituted, that anglers may be enabled to enlarge 
the spent fish unhurt. However, the object of present 
gain is an inducement to continue the improvident prac
tice, as from 3d. to 5d. per lb. is obtained in the local 
markets for those fish; and the Inspecting Commissioners 
found, at a late inquiry in Waterford, that many were 
shipped to England, and brought lOdb per lb. there; 
and have since ascertained that these fish were sent to 
Paris, and, of course, brought the English purchaser a 
profit, while the lowei’ tidal men plead, as we have 
stated, that they should not be restrained, in the early 
spring, from taking fish of the best quality, for which 
they can obtain the highest price, while they take no 
bad fish. It is urged on behalf of the upper men that 
they should not be debarred, at the same time, from 
taking some prime fish at a season when it is most 
valuable, though they may take some bad also; and 
that though it be good economy to spare the spent fish, 
and allow them to return to the sea where they will 
soon more than treble their value—that the lower 
tidal men will have far the greater portion of the ad
vantage to be thus derived, and the first fruits on the 
return of the fish—and that, therefore, they should 
agree to forego a portion of the early fishing, and not 
seek to begin before their upper associates in the in
terests of the general waters. It is further urged on 
behalf of the upper men that they arc the guardians of 
the brood fish and fry, and that in consideration of the 
protection they afford, that the lower tidal men should 
not object to allowing a portion of the early spring fish 

to ascend to them, as they are mainly dependent on the 
spring run of fish, for any advantage to be gained in 
the fishery is in summer; unless an accidental flood 
should occur no fish will ascend, while the very cir
cumstance which debars them from a supply by detain
ing the fish in the tideway secures to the lower men an 
amount of profit compared with which any which can 
be derived above is a mere trifle, and that no one 
can question the fact, that while the whole supply 
is produced in the upper waters, far more than nine- 
tenths of the value is obtained in the tidal waters. 
Those arc the arguments used at both sides, upon the 
merits of which we at present offer no opinion, hoping 
that the parties immediately interested may become 
disposed to yield reasonably to each others’ fair claims 
on principles of equitable concession, founded on sound 
policy, with respect to the time when fishing should 
terminate. We still find some who desire to continue 
beyond a period when, we believe, it would not be pru
dent to do so; but the principle of early closing we find 
more generally acceded to, and we feel convinced that 
this is the most material point connected with the ques
tion of increase. Improved skill and multiplied engines 
have caused the capture of fish to be much more heavy 
than formerly; and if the stock of fish for brood be not 
sufficient, the seed cannot be sown, and, consequently, 
the harvest cannot be reaped. The salmon-producing 
waters of the country arc of great extent, and we ques
tion whether they are, as a whole, sufficiently stocked, 
or nearly so, with brood fish, to secure the essential 
material in sufficient quantity for the full development 
of their capabilities, or, perhaps, to the extent of one- 
fourth of what would be required ; and we believe that 
those who are most interested would find it well worthy 
their consideration whether or not this is the case, 
and if so, to direct their attention to supplying the defi
ciency by closing early; and an inducement now exists 
which before could not be suggested, which is, that 
there»are means to protect the fish in winter, if you will 
spare them previously, through the aid of the Constabu
lary, combined with the staff of Water Bailiffs under 
Boards of Conservators.

The commercial value of the Salmon Fisheries has 
been greatly enhanced by the extension of railroads 
within the last few years, and as this means of transit 
further extends, the advantages will be commensurate. 
By referring to the returns from Boards of Conservators, 
it will be seen that fully two-thirds, if not more, of the 
salmon is exported from the country, and that the 
prices for spring fish in some places exceeds 2s per lb. 
With such demand, and no possibility of an oversupply, 
the Salmon Fisheries are a source of wealth entitled to 
careful consideration on the part of those who possess 
property in the waters, and those who may possess in
fluence with the public, enjoying common rights, and 
feel an interest in the welfare of the country, with 
the view of guarding against the injury which may 
arise from the jealousy of parties towards each other, 
conflicting only as regards local position on the 
waters ; their interests being really identical, and their 
success depending upon equitable concession, as the 
true foundation for general co-operation in the improve
ment and increase of a great and important natural 
production of the country. The foregoing observations 
regarding the capabilities of the waters of Ireland in 
the production of salmon, the nature of the article 
in question, and the fact that Scotland and Ireland 
alone can be relied upon for large supplies, lead us 
to recur to the subject of unproductive rivers which 
we pointed to in former reports. Those rivers-are de
scribed as capable ot large production if means were 
afforded by the legislature to consolidate the ownership 
in them, upon the principle of the Commons of Land 
Consolidation Laws applicable in England. It is unne
cessary to repeat the details of the views which we have 
before submitted on this question, as a reference to our 
former reports may suffice ; but we would beg renewed 
attention to two instances which we alluded to, upon 
which existing legislation successfully operated—one is 
the fishery at Ballisodare, created by Mr. Cooper, of 
Markree Castle, under a special Act of Parliament, con
taining enabling powers to him which have been turned
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to valuable account—the other is the Doohulla Fishery, 
created by Mr. Boswell, under the provisions of the 
Landed Estates Court, which in that instance secured a 
title to individual ownership, the waters in question 
happening to be embraced within the boundaries of one 
estate, and were sold independently of the lands which 
were partitioned in lots. This fishery was sold at a 
large profit, by the original purchaser, to a gentleman 
who has since leased it at a good rent, retaining his in
dividual right to angle, and is now occupied by Eng
lish gentlemen who let the rights of angling profitably, 
retaining berths for their own amusement. A commo
dious lodge has been built for the accommodation of the 
owners and visitors, and the usual amount of employ
ment in the neighbourhood is afforded to many, which 
always ensues from such undertakings, while a com
mensurate amount of money is brought into and circu
lated in the country. The Doohulla waters have here
tofore only yielded white trout, which have been made 
to abound in them by the first proprietor, Mr. Boswell, 
who incurred, with a liberal hand, the necessary ex
pense in regulating the waters of many lakes, which 
discharged in various directions, and concentrating 
them into one general outflow, the trout have become 
large, and are of the finest quality, and in good demand 
in the Dublin market; and the present lessees have 
had the celebrated artificial propagator of fish, Mr. Ro
bert Ramsbottom, of Clitheroe, engaged in constructing 
suitable ponds and rills, and depositing salmon ova, with 
the object of establishing that most valuable fish. We 
have been informed that the experiment appears to be 
progressing favourably, and we shall watch with much 
interest the final results.

There have been several applications for the erection 
of fish passes over weirs, since our last report, and con
tracts have been taken in some cases for their construc
tion, which cannot with safety be commenced until the 
low water of summer occurs. lu others, plans and esti
mates have been prepared and submitted. It is to be 
regretted that there should be a deficiency of funds for 
fully and generally carrying out this most important 
provision throughout the rivers ol Ireland, which may 
require its application, as interruptions to the ascent of 
the fish, even to the extent of delay, deranges the laws 
of instinct which impel them to seek the spawning beds 
in a suitable time, and interferes with their proper distri
bution throughout the uppermost waters and the many 
arteries composing the tributaries of lakes and large 
rivers, while there are some impediments so formidable 
as to amount to total exclusion from valuable river 
courses, combining all the requisites for abundant pro
duction ; many of those total obstructions consist in 
natural barriers of rock, and apply to waters similar to 
those at Ballisodare, which have been overcome by theap- 
plication of capital,on thepartof Mr.Coopcr,and wecannot 
hope to see the remedy applied generally, unless through 
the instrumentality of legislation, such as we have al
luded to regarding what we have termed “waste waters;” 
for it cannot be expected that expense will be incurred 
involving considerable investment of money, unless se
curity be given to individuals for the return which they 
may reasonably seek, and legitimately demand to 
be insured to them; and having long entertained 
strong opinions upon the subject of promoting the 
cultivation of the “ waste waters,” by allowing those 
valuable fish, which are ready to effect the object if 
they will only be permitted to do so—and of which they 
have given a guaranty in the case of the Balliso
dare waters—we arc led to offer one other argument in 
favour of legislative aid in inducing the investment of 
capital for such purposes, which may, we think, not in
correctly be taken to ascribe to the question a character 
of public policy, more extended in its bearing than 
might at first appear, upon the promotion of the 
public interests of the country generally, it appears to 
us, that while a sufficient return may be secured to an 
individual to expend his capital, he cannot in the matter 
of a Salmon Fishery monopolize all which he has been 
the means of producing, lie mustallow others to partake 
largely of the benefits which his energy and enterprise 
have created; for though he may obtain an exclusive 
right extending over a share sufficient to secure an 

ample return for his investment, still, many of the fish 
produced will ramble far beyond the boundary of his 
preserve, and the public will have a considerable share 
in the nature of a gratuity, by capturing a portion on 
their return to the waters in which they have been 
reared. The circumstance of so large a portion of the 
Salmon Fisheries of Ireland being public property, 
available in certain positions to every subject of the 
realm, and en joyed by many as such, constrains us, under 
a sense of duty to the public, to repeat those suggestions; 
and we hope it may tend to the public good to call at
tention to such points as may require the sanction and 
aid of the legislature to carry out, and as coming within 
the province of those requirements which can only be 
obtained through the sanction of Parliament and legiti
mately sought for thereby : we conceive the powers to 
enable the consolidation of property in unproductive 
waters to be one of much public importance, and entitled 
to favourable and prompt consideration.

We have recently, and since our last report, had many 
applications to define the mouths of rivers. This move
ment in all the cases, wo believe, has arisen cither from 
an apprehension of encroachment within the prescribed 
limits by fixed engines, or an actual violation of the 
provisions regulating this question. The great demand 
for salmon, and the high price it obtains, has doubtless 
induced many to seek for it with increased activity, and 
some to attempt infringement on the boundaries fixed 
by the law, while the increase of fish has contributed to 
stimulate others to embark in a speculation of profit, 
where the capture may not pay the cost of the engines 
added to the working expenses; and we are obliged to 
add, that we apprehend in some cases, the motive for 
definition may arise from an attempt to establish private 
rights where the title to exclusive fishing may be more 
than doubtful, and a temptation is created to resort to 
this means of usurpation by the exemption in favour of 
the owners of several fisheries from the general regula
tion ; and we believe that it is detrimental to the general 
interests to allow any exception to the fence, as regards 
fixed engines, inside or outside the mouths of rivers, 
and that few if any who possess bond fide several 
rights would be injuriously affected by the rule being 
imperative on all, and that when the exemptions are 
sought to be availed of, it is generally by persons whose 
titles to exclusive or several fisheries may bo very 
doubtful, and that few of those whose titles are valid 
desire to be exempted, or would suffer injury by the 
enforcement of a regulation which we believe to be 
founded upon a sound principle of public expediency.

We are compelled by representations from various 
quarters, including many upon whom the duty devolves 
of administering the laws for the protection of the 
fisheries, to call attention to the delays which have 
occurred iu consolidating the existing Fishery Acts. That 
measure was recommended by the present Lord Chan
cellor in 1857, and subsequently directed to be prepared 
by the Executive Government; in pursuance of which 
instructions, the solicitor, under the direction of counsel, 
completed all which has rested with the Fishery De
partment to perforin; and a copy of a bill for consolida
tion has since lain in his office waiting for further direc
tions. There arc many matters in detail of which the 
Board are cognizant, requiring correction, to enable the 
clear intention of the Fishery Acts to be carried out in 
their integrity, without the introduction of any matter 
differing in principle from the existing law; and the 
useful intentions oi the law being thus frustrated by some 
incongruities and deficiency of provisions for defined 
objects, diminishes the utility of a legislation which is 
approved by the country, and considered suitable in its 
machinery for the objects contemplated. To enumerate 
those defective portions is unnecessary in this report, as 
they have been fully discussed from time to time by the 
Board; but we may be permitted to mention one of a 
nature which may call for special notice, as it embar
rasses the administrative duties of another department—— 
we allude to the Coast Guard Service under the Admi
ralty. The registry of fishing vessels is kept by that 
department in connexion with the Fishery Board, and 
changes have occurred in the division of the coast into 
districts by the Admiralty, since the Fishery Districts
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were first fixed under the Fishery Acts, and numbers and 
letters were determined upon to mark the boats of the 
several divisions. By the wording of the Fishery Act 
the Commissioners have no power to accommodate those 
divisions, numbers, and letters to the divisions formed 
by the Admiralty, and the consequence is, that the re
turns of vesselsand men employed in the fishery, cannot 
bo ascertained with any thing approaching to accuracy, 
the salutary provisions of the law with respect to order 
cannot well be enforced, and statistics to be relied upon 
cannot be ascertained. In former reports wo repeatedly 
stated the confusion in which this question was involved. 
The Coast Guard Officers have evinced a desire to co
operate in every way within their power, and the Ad
miralty furnished us with a chart to aid us in the 

adjustment of tho matter, concurring in its necessity; 
but those combined endeavours have failed to accom
plish the object, and the public service cannot be per
formed in a satisfactory manner, until corrected legisla
tion enables those whose duty it is to do it, to fulfil 
the services required of them in a manner useful to tho 
State, and creditable to themselves.

J. REDMOND BARRY, 
WM. J. FFENNELL,

Inspecting Commissioners of 
Fisheries in Ireland.

Department of Fisheries, Office of Public Works, 
1st March, 1860.

Appendix, No. 1.

Great Southern and Western Railway.
Quantity of Fish conveyed by the Great Southern and Western Railway for the year ending 31st December, 1859.

Salmon, 298 tons. Other kinds, 599 tons. Total, 897 tons.

Great Southern and Western Railway.

Rates of Carriage of Fish between Dublin and the undermentioned Stations:—

Description of Fish. Bagnals- 
town. Wexford.

Water
ford 

via Kil
kenny.

Limerick
Junction. Limerick. Cork. Kil- 

larney. Cahir.

s. d. S. d. s. d. s. (7. s. d. s. d. s. d. s. 'd.
Salmon, packages up to 21 lbs., ..... The or dinary p arcel rat es.

Do, do. 22 lbs. to 56 lbs., . . each, 1 6 2 6 2 0 1 G 2 0 2 0 2 6 2 0
Do. do. 57 lbs. to 84 lbs., . . ,, 2 0 3 3 2 6 2 0 2 6 2 6 3 3 2 6
Do. do. 85 lbs. to 112 lbs., . . „ 2 6 4 0 3 0 2 6 3 0 3 0 4 0 3 0
Do. quantities above 1 cwt., . . . per cwt., 2 6 4 0 3 0 2 G 3 0 3 0 4 0 3 >0

Turbot, John dorcy, soles, plaice, whiting, eels,
shrimps, prawns, . . . . . ,, ■■ 3 0 2 0 — 2 0 2 0 3 0 —

Lobsters, crabs, oysters,............................................. ,, —. 2 6 1 6 — 1 6 1 6 2 6 ——
Herrings and inferior fish, .... „ — — 1 0 — 1 0 1 0 — —

When the rates per cwt. arc applied, any portion of a quarter to be charged as one quarter.

Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland.

Quantity of Fish conveyed by the Midland Great
Western Railway for year ending 31st December,
1859.

Description of Fish. Tons. cwts. qrs.
Cod, turbot, &c., . 446 9 1
Salmon, 82 4 0
Lobsters, . 79 17 1
Oysters, . 258 11 2

Total, . 867 2 0

B 2

Rates of Carriage of Fish.
Cod, turbot, &c., . • . 30s. per ton.
Salmon, • • . • . 30s. per ton.
Lobsters, • • . 2s. Id. per cwt.
Oysters, ♦ . . 29s. per ton.
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Applications for By-Laws, Rules, &c., received by Commissioners.

District or Place. Nature of Application. Observations.

Lismore District, River Black-) To assess a scale of licence duties commensurate with the
water, j value of each weir, .....

To reduce size of meshes of nets, ....
Not granted.

Ballina District, Under consideration.
Wexford,

t
To prevent the improvident dredging of Oysters by limiting 

the number of boats, .... Not granted.
Wexford and Waterford District, To alter boundaries, ..... Granted.
Cork District, Change of season, ..... Granted.
Londonderry District, . To reduce size of meshes of nets, .... Under consideration.
Ballyshannon District, . 

Ditto,
To define mouth of Teelin River, ....
To prohibit the use of small meshed nets within the estuary

Ditto.

Drogheda District,
of Teelin River, ......

To define mouth of Boyne River, . .
Ditto. 
Ditto.

Ballyshannon District, . To define mouth of Bundrowes River, Ditto.
Ditto, To define mouth of Bunduff River, . . . Ditto.
Ditto, Change of season in Teelin River, .... Ditto.

Limerick District, To change the site of the Queen’s Gap in the Lax weir, Ditto.
Ditto, To change season in Beale Gcale and Cashen, Granted.

Carlingford Lough, To change the season for dredging for Oysters, Under consideration.
Waterford District, To change season, ...... Ditto.
Argidcen River,

Coleraine District,

To define mouth and to prohibit the use of nets in the fresh
waters, .......

To change season for Pollen, and to increase licence duties,
Ditto.
Ditto.

Waterford Harbour, To rescind By-Law prohibiting trawling, Ditto.
Inver Bay, To prohibit the use of trammel Hake nets in Inver Bay, . Ditto.

Appendix,

Schedule of Licence Duties received by the Boards of

District.

Number and Description of Licences sold in 1858.

1858.
Amount 

of
Licence 
Duty.

1858.
Per centage 

on 
Poor Lew 
Valuation.

1858.
Total 

Amount 
received, 

for Licence 
Duties.
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.
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1. Dublin, 189 1 - 14 - - - 2 - - - — - - I - -
£ 8. d.

150 0 0
£ 8. d. £ 8, ci.

150 0 0 284

2. Wexford, 58 - - 48 - - - 13 - - - - - - - - - 133 10 0. — 133 10 0 398

3. Waterford, 116 61 161 11 18 - - o - 10 29 7 25 - - - - 578 6. 8. — 578 6 8 1,167

4. Lismore, 96 76 12 3 1 - - 10 3 24 15 - - - - - - 374 0 O 40 0 0 414 0 0 482

5. Cork, 200 18 - 40 - - - 10 - - - 3 - - - - - 279 0 0 — 279 0 0 518

G’.Skibbereen, 14 - - 7 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 17 10 0 — 17 10 0 56

G2. Bantry, 12 - - 11 5 - - 7 - - - - - - - - - 47 10 0 — 47 10 0 131

•>3. Kenmare, . 31 - - 9 1 - - 8 - - - - - 7 - - - 71 10 0 — 71 10 0 164

7. Killarney, . 85 5 1 54 - 5 - 6 - 4 - - - - - 231 10 0 — 231 10 0 469

8. Limerick, . 188 52 20 87 - - 24 40 7 30 - 16 206 - - - - 1002 6 8 — 1002 6 8 1,692

9. Galway, 95 21 - 7 - 3 - - - - - 9 24 - - - - 149 17 6 — 149 17 6 237

10’. Ballynakill, 35 1 - 12 - - 1 - - - 2 - - - - 67 10 0 — 67 10 0 113

JO2. Bangor, 82 - - 20 - - - 20 1 - - 3 - - - - 221 0 0 — 221 0 0 288

11. Baltina, • 32 - - 9 1 - - i - - - 10 12 - - - __ 1.13 0 0 — 143 0 0 147
12. Sligo, 53 J - 11 - - !> - - - - (i - - 9] 10 0 — 91 10 0 153
13. Ballysluunion, 40 7 - 5 - 1 15 - - - 5 - - 29 - - 200 0 0 SO 0 0 286 0 0 184
14. Letterkenny, 16 - - 10 - - 1 9 1 - 5 - - - - - 71 0 0 — 71 0 0 129
15L Londonderry, 26 7 - 10 - 4 19 - 12 - - - - - - ” 1 358 0 0 —— 358 0 0 272
158.Coleraine, • 32 8 1 63 226 1 9 - - - 5 100 - 3(5 - _ ' 358 15 0 43 17 0 402 12 0 1,159
10. Ballycastle, 16 - - 6 - - - 26 - - - 2 1 - - - 158 0 0 — 158 O 0 147
17. Drogheda, • 39 ni 9 45 - - - 10 - - - 7 50 - - - - 182 5 0 — 182 5 0 529

1,892 0 10 163 17 0 5,055 17 10 8,709

Salmon Bods,
Cross Lines, 
Snap Nets,

. 1 man. 

. 2 men.

. 4 do.
Draft Nets,
Drift Nets, 
Trammel Nets, •

The estimate of the average number of
6 mon. 1 Pole Nets, . . 3 men
2 do. 1 Fly Nets, . . 4 do,
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By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners.
District or Place affected by 

By-Law, &c. Nature of By-Law, Order, &c. Date.

Cork District, . . Change of season, ...... 2nd June, 1859.
Limerick District, . Change of season, ...... 28th December, 1859.

Appendix, No. 4.

Applications to form or plant Oyster Beds.

Name.
Rev. R. Wall, d.d., 
Knight of Kerry, . 
William M'Cormick, 
Edward Browne, . 
Captain Houston, .

Place.
. Mannin and Ardbear Bays, Co. Galway,
. Valentia Harbour, Co. Mayo, .
. Achill Sound, ....
. Cleggan and Barnadeargh Bays, Co. Galway,
. Killary Bay, Co. Mayo,

Observations.
. Granted, 9th Nov., 1859. 
. Granted, 9th Nov., 1859. 
. 9th Nov., 1859.
. Under consideration.
. Granted, 9th Nov., 1859.

No. 5.
Conservators in Ireland for the Years 1858 and 1859-

Number and Description of Licences.sold in 1859.

1859.
Amount 

of
Licence 
Duty.

1859.
Per 

centage on 
Poor Law 
Valuation.

1859.
Total

Amount 
received 

for Licence
Duties.

1859.
Average 
Number

em
ployed.

Increase or Decrease between 
1858 and 1859.
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Increase 
in Amount.

Decrease 
in Amount.
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216 - - 15 — — — 2 1 — — — — - - -
£ s. d.

168 0 0
£ 8. d. £ s. d.

168 0 0 318
£ 8. d.
18 0 0

8. d.
34 -

81 - - 45 - 2 - 14 - - - - — - - - - 144 10 0 — 114 10 0 411 1-1 0 0- — 13 -

112 65 178 10 23 - - 1 - 10 33 9 19 - - - - 598 13 4 — 598 13 4 1,218 20 6 8 — 81 -

114 100 8 3 1 - - 13 3 24 15 - - - - - - 444 0 0 40 0, 0 484 0 0 515 70 0 0 — 63 -

218 19 - 40 - - - 11 - - - 3 - - - - - 294 10 0 — 294 10 0 5-12 15 10 0 — 24 -

16 7 - 18 10 0 — 18 10 0 58 10 0 — 2 -

6 - - 11 4 - - 6 - - - - - - - - - 40 10 0 — 40 10 0 120 — 7 0 0 - 11

50 - - 7 - - - 10 - - - - - 5 - - - 75 10 0 — 75 10 0 162 4 0 0 - 2

90 9 2 56 - - - 4 - 7 - 4 - - - - - 219 0 0 — 249 0 0 498 17 10 0 — 29 -

207 46 19 93 - - 28 49 10 28 2 14 214 - - - - 1041 10 0 — 1011 10 0 1,800 38 3 4 — 108 -

127 13 - 11 - 3 - - - - - 9 18 - - - - 158 7 6 —- 158 7 6 205 8 10 0 — 28 -

53 1 - 13 - - 1 - - - - 2 - - - - - 79 10 0 — 79 10 0 137 12' 0 0 — 2-1 -

26 - - 18 - - - 22 1 - - 3 - - - - - 197' 0 0 — 197 0 0 228 — 24 0 0 - 60

40 - - 10 2 - - 6 - - - 11 12 - - - 153 0 0 — 153 0 0 161 10 0 0 — 17 -

52 - 12 - - - 7 - - - 2 6 - - - 113 0 0 — 113 0 0 189 21 10 0 — 36 -

55 ° - 8 - - 2 15 - - - 5 - 27 - - 222 0 0 70 0 0 292 0 0 210 4 0 0 — 26 -

35 - 5 - - 13 7 2 1 - 4 - - - - 67 10 0 — 67 10 0 176 — 3 10 0 47 -

23 5 - 18 - - 6 20 11 - 1 - - - - 357 10 0 — 357 10 0 284 — 0 10 0 12 -

22 3 1 77 - 257 11 - - - 5 99 36 - - 393 15 0 44 7 0 438 2 0 1,288 36 10 0 — 129 -

17 - 4 - - 30 - - - 3 3 - - - 182 10 0 — 182 10 0 169 21 10 0 — 22 -

78 IC f 41 - - - 10 - - - 6 55 - - - 184 15 0 — 181 15 0 532 2 10 0 — 3 -

5,183 10 10 151 7 0 5,337 17 10 9,344 315 0 0 35 0 0 698 73

men employed is made up as follows:—
Stake Nets, . . 4 men. 1 Gap,Eye, &c. •
Head weirs, . . 1 man. Sweepers,
Box,crib,&c.(every 5) 2 men, | Coghills,

. 2 men. 

. 6 do.

. 1 man.
Loop or Frame Nets, . 1 man.
Trammel Nets, . 1 do.
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Appendix, No. 2.
Applications for By-Laws, Rifles, &c., received by Commissioners.

District or Place. Nature of Application. Observations.

Lismore District, River Black- ) To assess a scale of licence duties commensurate with the
water, ... J value of each weir, Not granted.

Ballina District, To reduce size of meshes of nets, . . . . Under consideration.
Wexford, To prevent the improvident dredging of Oysters by limiting

the number of boats, . . ” , Not granted.
Wexford and Waterford District, To alter boundaries, ...... Granted.
Cork District, Change of season, Granted.
Londonderry District, . To reduce size of meshes of nets, .... Under consideration.
Ballyshannon District, . 

Ditto,
To define mouth of Teclin River, .
To prohibit the use of small meshed nets within the estuary

Ditto.

of Teelin River, .....*. 
To define mouth of Boyne River, ’ .

Ditto.
Drogheda District, Ditto.
Ballyshannon District, . To define mouth of Bundrowes River, Ditto.

Ditto, To define mouth of Bunduff River, . Ditto.
Ditto, Change of season in Teelin River, .... 

To change the site of the Queen’s Gap in the Lax weir,
Ditto.

Limerick District, Ditto.
Ditto, To change season in Beale Gcale and Cashen, Granted.

Carlingford Lough, To change the season for dredging for Oysters, Under consideration.
Waterford District,
Argideen River,

To change season, ...... 
To define mouth and to prohibit the use of nets in the fresh-

Ditto.

waters, ...... Ditto.
Coleraine District, To change season for Pollen, and to increase licence duties, Ditto.
Waterford Harbour, To rescind By-Law prohibiting trawling, Ditto.
Inver Bay, To prohibit the use of trammel Hake nets in Inver Bay, Ditto.

Appendix

Schedule of Licence Duties received by the Boards of

The estimate of the average number of
Pole Nets, . . 3 men.
Bag Nets, . . 4 do.
Fly Nets, . . 4 do.

Salmon Rotis 
Cross Lincs,
Snap Nets,

• 1 man.
• 2 men.
. 4 do.

Draft Nets,
Drift Nets,
Trammel Nets,

• 6 mon.
. 5 do.
• 2 do.

District.

Number and Description of Licences sold in 1858.

1858.
Amount 

of
Licence 
Duty.

1858.
Per centnge 

on
Poor Law 
Valuation.

1858.
Total 

Amount 
received, 

for Licence 
Duties.
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J. Dublin, 189 1 - 11 - - - 0 - - - - - - 1 - -
£ 8.

150 0
J.
0

41 8. d. £ 8.
150 0

d,
0 281

2. Wexford, 58 48 13 133 10 o. — 133 10 0 398

3. Waterford, 116 61 161 11 18 - - 2 - 10 29 7 25 - - - - 578 6. 8. — 578 6 8 1,167

4. Lismore, 96 76 12 3 1 - - 10 3 24 15 - - - - - - 374 0 Q WOO 414 0 0 482

5. Cork, 200 18 - 40 - - - 10 - - - 3 - - - - - 279 0 0 — 279 0 0 518

(P.Skibbereen, 11 - - 7 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 17 10 0 — 17 10 0 56

62. Bantry, 12 - - 11 5 7 - 47 10 0 — 47 10 0 131

I;3. Kenmare, . 31 - - 9 1 - - 8 - - - - - 7 - - - 71 10 0 — 71 10 0 164

7. Killarney, . 85 5 1 54 - 5 - 6 - 4 - - - - - 231 10 0 — 231 10 0 469

8. Limerick, . 188 52 20 87 - - 21 40 7 30 - 16 206 - - - - 1002 6 8 — 1002 6 8 1,692

fl. Galway, 95 21 - 7 - 3 - - - - - 9 24 - - - - 149 17 6 — 119 17 6 237

JO’.Ballynakill, 35 1 - 12 - - 1 - - - 2 - - - - - 67 10 0 — 67 10 0 113

102. Bangor, 82 - - 20 - - 20 1 - - 3 - - - - - 221 0 0 — 221 0 0 288

II. Bullion, 32 - - fl 1 - 7 - - - 10 12 - - - 143 0 0 — 143 0 0 147

12. Sligo, 53 1 11 - - 5 - - - - 6 - - - - 91 10 0 - 91 10 0 153

13. Ballyshsyinon, 46 7 5 - 1 15 - - - 5 - - 29 - - 200 0 0 80 0 0 286 0 0 184

14. Letterkenny, 16 - - 10 - 1 9 2 1 - 5 - - - - - 71 0 0 — 71 0 0 129

15L Londonderry, 26 7 - 16 - 19 - 12 358 o 0 — 358 0 0 272

152. Coleraine, . 32 8 1 63 226 1 9 - - - 5 100 - 36 - - 358 15 0 43 17 0 402 12 0 1,159

10. Ballycastle, 16 - - 6 - - - ' 26 - - - 2 1 - n - - 158 0 .0 — 158 O 0 147

17. Drogheda, . • 39 Il 0 45 - - — 10 — - — 7 50 - - - - 182 5 0 — 182 5 0 529

_ _ __
4,892 0 10 163 17 0 5,055 17 10 8,709
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Appendix, No. 3.

By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners.
District or Place affected by 

By-Law, &c.
Cork District, 
Limerick District,

Nature of By-Law, Order, &c.
. Change of season,
. Change of season,

Date.
. 2nd June, 1859.
. 28th December, 1859.

Appendix, No. 4.

Applications to form or plant Oyster Beds.

Name.
Rev. R. Wall, d.d., 
Knight of Kerry, . 
William M'Cormick, 
Edward Browne, . 
Captain Houston, .

Place.
. Mannin and Ardbcar Bays, Co. Galway,
. Valentia Harbour, Co. Mayo, .
. Achill Sound, ....
. Cleggan and Barnadeargh Bays, Co. Galway,
. Killary Bay, Co. Mayo,

Observations.
. Granted, 9th Nov., 1859.
. Granted, 9th Nov., 1859.
. 9th Nov., 1859.
. Under consideration.
. Granted, 9th Nov., 1859.

No. 5.
Conservators in Ireland, for the Years 1858 and 1859-

men employed is made up as follows:

Number and Description of Licences sold in 1859.

1859.
Amount 

of
Licence 
Duty.
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Per 

centage on 
Poor Law 
Valuation.
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Total
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£ s. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d.
216 - - 15 - - - 2 1 - - - - - - - - 168 0 0 — 168 0 0 318 18 0 0 — 34 —

81 - - 45 - 2 - 14 - - - - - - - - - 144 10 0 — 144 10 0 411 1-1 0 0- — 13 -

112 65 178 10 23 - - 1 - 10 33 9 19 - - - - 598 13 4 — 598 13 4 1,248 20 6 8 — 81 -

114 100 8 3 1 - - 13 3 24 15 - - - - - - 444 0 0 40 0 0 484 0 0 545 70 0 0 63 -

218 19 - 40 - - - 11 - - - 3 - - - - - 294 10 0 — 294 10 0 5-12 15 10 0 — 24 -

16 - 18 10 0 — 18 10 0 58 1 0 0 — 2 -

6 - - 11 4 - - 6 - - - - - - - - - 40 10 0 — 40 10 0 120 — 7 0 0 - 11

50 - - 7 - - - 10 - - - - - 5 - - - 75 10 0 — 75 10 0 162 4 0 0 — - 3

90 9 2 56 - - - 4 - 7 - 4 - - - - - 219 0 0 — 249 0 0 498 17 10 0 — 29 -

207 46 19 93 - - 28 49 10 28 2 14 214 - - - - 1041 10 0 — 1041 10 0 1,800 38 3 4 — 108 -

127 13 - 11 - 3 - - - - - 9 18 - - - - 158 7 6 —- 158 7 6 265 8 10 0 — 28 -

53 1 - 13 - - 1 - - - - 2 - - - - - 79 10 0 — 79 10 0 137 12 0 0 — 24 -

26 - - 18 - - - 22 1 - - 3 - - - - - 197« 0 0 — 197 0 0 228 — 24 0 0 - 60

40 - - 10 2 - - 6 - - - 11 12 - - - - 153 0 0 — 153 0 0 161 10 0 o — 17 -

- 12 - - - 7 - - - o 6 - - - 113 0 0 — 113 0 0 189 21 10 0 — 36 -

6 - 8 - - 2 15 - - - 5 - - 27 - - 222 0 0 70 0 0 292 0 0 210 4 0 0 — 26 -

35 - 0 - - 13 7 2 1 - 4 - - - - 67 10 0 — 67 10 0 176 — 3 10 0 47 -

23 5 - 18 - - 6 20 - 11 - 1 - - - - - 357 10 0 357 10 0 284 — 0 10 0 12 -

22 3 1 77 - 257 - 11 - - - 99 - 36 - - 393 15 0 44 7 0 438 2 0 1,288 36 10 0 — 129 -

17 - - 4 - - - 30 - - - 3 3 - - - - 182 10 0 — 182 10 0 169 21 10 0 — 22 -

78 10 9 41 - - 10 - - - 6 55 - - - - 184 15 0 — 184 15 0 532 2 10 0 — 3 -

5,183 10 10
1

154 7 0
1
5,337 17 10 9,344 315 0 0 35 0 0 698 73

Slake Nets, . . 4 men. I &C‘ ’
Head weirs, . . 1 man. Sweepers,
Box,crib,&c.(every 5) 2 men. | Cognius,

- 2 men.
. 6 do.
• 1 man.

Loop or Frame Nets, . 1 man.
Trammel Nets, . 1 do.
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Appendix. Appendix,

Report of In
specting Com
missioners of 
Fisheries for 
1859.

Abstract of Statements from Boards of Conservators as

us lor

Number and Name of District. General state of the Salmon 
and Inland Fisheries of Ireland.

Whether the Take of Salmon 
in 1859 was moro or less 
productive than in 1858.

Average price of Salmon 
obtained by the Captors.

1. —Dublin,

2. —Wexford,

3. —Waterford, .

4. —Lismore,

5. —Cork, .

61. —Skibbereon,

62. —Bantry,

63. —Kenmare, .

7. —Killarney, .

8. —Limerick, .

:9.—Galway,

TO1.—Ballynakill,

10®.—Bangor,

11.—Ballina, . • •

Improving; more productive.

It appears bad.

On the whole, in rather a pros
perous state, though the take 
this season has not been as 
good as last.

In a good state, and every pros
pect of improvement.

A decided increase.

Worse last year than before; 
no improvement.

Improving gradually ; prospect 
good.

Progressively improving.

Not so good as the preceding 
year.

Fisheries have improved, and 
the prospect is very good.

Most flourishing. The salmon 
fisheries have improved. The 
quantity of spring fish taken 
up to the present date is more 
than double that of last year, 
and far beyond the quantity 
taken in any year for the last 
ten years.

Totally neglected owing to the 
apathy of the lessees and pro
prietors in not removing the 
great accumulation of gravel 
irom the spawning fords swept 
down from tho mountain 
avalanches in the great floods 
of September, 1858, rendering 
the nurseries almost useless. 
The fisheries have not im
proved since last return; the 
constant rains during the 
spawning season of 1857 
caused frequent high floods 
most injurious to the ova, as 
the greatest portion of them 
were swept away, and conse
quently devoured by fish.

Good and improving.

Not improving.

More productive

More productive.

The season of 1859 proved a 
most abundant one, and was 
an improvement on the pre
ceding year, which was also 
a good one.

More productive.

More productive.

Less productive.

Less productive.

About the same.

Less productive.

More productive in the take of 
spring fish.

Fully equal to that of 1858, but 
it would have been much 
larger but for the obstruction 
to the lessees of the Galway 
river by persons who disputed 
their rights.

Considerably less.

Nearly the same.

Much less productive.

Is. to Is. 6d. per lb.

Is. Gd. per lb.

From 2s. 8<Z. to Is. Gd. per lb.

Is. per lb.

Is. 2<Z. per lb.

4d. per lb.

5^d. to Gd. per lb.

About Gd. per lb.

Is. to Is. Gd. up to May; 5d. 
in summer months.

Average of spring fish, Is. 4d. 
per lb., and for summer fish, 
7d,

About 8Ad. per lb.

Generally about Gd. per lb.

4d. to Is. per lb.

About 4d. per lb.
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No. 6. Appendix.

to the State of the Salmon and Inland Fisheries of Ireland. Report of In
specting Com
missioners of 
Fisheries for 
1859.Whether Salmon 

purchased chiefly for 
Exportation or Homo 

Consumption.

The amount of Pro
tection during Close 

Season of 1859, as 
compared with preceding 

year of 1858.

Whether the quan
tity of Breeding Pish 
observed in tho Rivers 

has been greater or 
less than preceding 

Year.

Whether Offences 
against tho Fishery 

Laws have dimi
nished.

Suggestions 
from Conservators.

For home consumption. Very considerable. Greater. Diminished. —

For exportation. Better protected. Greater. Diminished. —

Principally for exporta
tion.

About the same. Great quantities 
have been seen.

Diminished. —

For exportation.

For exportation.

None for exportation.

About the same. The police 
rendered more assistance 
this year.

Much greater.

Same.

About the same.

Much greater.

Less.

Diminished.

Diminished.

Diminished.

Assistance of a grant from the 
Consolidated Fund, and greater 
power and facilities of compel
ling mill-owners to place grat
ings to prevent fry and return
ing fish being killed.

The extension of fishing season 
to 1st and 25th October.

For exportation. Same. Much greater. Diminished. —

Chiefly for exportation. About the same. Greater. Diminished. —

Chiefly for exportation. More. More. Diminished. —

Chiefly for exportation.

Chiefly for exportation.

Chiefly for home supply.

About the same under the 
Conservators, but a con
siderable increase in the 
amount of aid afforded by 
the Constabulary during 
the past season.

One-eighth greater.

Almost equal.

Greater.

Greater.

Much less.

Diminished.

Diminished.

Diminished.

In consequence of the works 
executed in reference to drain
age, passages have been opened 
for salmon to inland rivers to 
which there never was any be
fore, and in these distant places 
large quantities of breeding fish 
have been observed during the 
last winter, and there cannot 
be a doubt but that in course 
of time the quantity of salmon 
will be increased in full pro
portion to the extent of spawn
ing ground thus opened lor the 
fish to ascend.

That all kinds of capture in tide
way and fresh waters should 
cease on 12th August, save by 
rod and line only, and all rods 
should be licensed.

Nearly all exported. *24 additional water-bailiffs. Much more. Increased.

The greater portion is 
exported by the pro
prietors of the fisheries.

Same. Less. Diminished. The conservators and the owners 
of fisheries in this district con
sider that the application of the 
Conservators for a by-law to 
legalize a reduced size of mesh 
of net, for the purpose of killing 
trout, ought to have been grant
ed by the Commissioners—see 
reply to this query in the Re
turn for 1856. Further, the 
applications emanating from 
parties who arc immediately 
and directly interested, ought 
not lightly be thrown aside or 
refused by an irresponsible 
body, such as the Fishery Com
missioners, who, in the present 
instance, without any reason 
given to the Conservators'of 
this district (save inexpedi
ency), and against the express 
'■'cws of J. R. Barry, Esq., 
I.C.r., at the inquiry held in 
Ballina, on 3rd April, 1856, 
have refused to make the by
law sought for.
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Appendix.

Report of In
specting Com
missioners of 
Fisheries for 
1859.

Appendix,
Abstract of Statements from Boards of Conservators as

Number and Name of District. General state of the Salmon 
and Inland Fisheries of Ireland.

Whether the Take of Salmon 
in 1859 was more or less 
productive than in 1858.

Average price of Salmon 
obtained by the Captors.

12.—Sligo, .... A little improving. About the same. About 8<Z. per lb.

13.—Ballyshannon, Good. The prospect is good 
this season.

A little less. 5d. per lb.

14.—Letterkenny, Not improving. Less productive. About Id. per lb.

15*.—Londonderry, Much the same. Much below the average. About Id. per lb.

152.—Coleraine, . Very prosperous, and every 
prospect of future improve
ment.

More productive. From 2s. Gd. to 8<Z. per lb.

16.—Ballycastle, . Generally improving. Much the same. From 2s. to 6<Z. per lb.

17.—Drogheda, . In the tidal fisheries an improve
ment expected, but in conse
quence of the number of bag 
nets, mat, and draft nets, used 
near the mouths of rivers not 
much improvement expected 
in the inland fisheries.

More productive. Is. Gd. per lb.

Appendix,
Schedule of Licence Duties payable in each District in

District. 1. Salmon 
Rods.

2. Cross 
Lincs.

3. Snap 
Nets.

4, Draft 
Nets.

5. Drift 
Nets.

G. Trammel 
Nets 

for Pollen.
7. Polo 
Nets.

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ 8. d. I? s. d. S. d.

1. Dublin, ..... 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0

2. Wexford, ..... 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

3. Waterford, .... 0 10 0 1 6 8 1 0 0 o 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 1 G 8

4. Lismore, ..... 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 10 0

r Tidal. n

5. Cork, ..... 0 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 ,0- ,°"i Vp. Waters. >1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0
[_2 6 0 J

C1. Skibbereen, .... 0 10 o 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 o 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

G3. Bantry, ..... 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 o 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

63. Kenmare, .... 0 10 o 1 0 o 0 15 0 1 10 o 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

7. Killarney, .... 0 10 0 1 10 0 1 0 0 o 0 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0

8. Limerick, .... 0 10 0 1 6 8 1 0 0 2 P P 2 0 0 1 0 0 1 G 8

9. Galway, ..... 0 10 o 1 10 0 1 2 G 2 5 0 2 5 0 1 2 G 1 10 0

I()>. Ballynakill, .... 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
10-. Bangor, ..... 0 10 o 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
11. Ballina, ..... 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
•12. Sligo,....................................... 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
13, Ballyshannon, .... 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
14. Letterkenny, .... 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 io o 0 15 o 1 0 0
15*. Londonderry, .... 0 10 o 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 o 0 3 0 0 1 io 0 2 0 0
Io2. Coleraine, .... 0 10 o 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 10 0 1 0 0
16. Ballycastle, .... 0 10 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 2 0 0
17. Drogheda, .... 0 10 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 10 0 1 10 0 0 15 0 1 0 0
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No. 6—continued.
to the State of the Salmon and. Inland Fisheries of Ireland—continued.

Whether Salmon 
purchased chiefly for 
Exportation or Homo 

Consumption.

Tho amount of Pro
tection during Close 

Season of 1S59, as 
compared with preceding 

year of 1858.

Whether tho quan
tity of Breeding Fish 

observed in tho Rivers 
has been greater or 
less than preceding 

Year.

Whether Offences 
against tho Fishery 

Laws have dimi
nished.

Suggestions 
from Conservators.

Principally for exporta
tion.

The same. The same. — To extend the open season 
for angling in the Drum
cliff river and Glencar 
lake to 1st November.

Nearly all exported. Better in consequence of 
the Constabulary.

About the same. Diminished. —

Almost all exported. Same as usual. Greater. Not increased. —

Chiefly for exportation. About the same. Much less. Diminished. Reduction in size of meshes 
of nets.

Two-thirds for exporta
tion.

Greater to the amount of 
£50.

Considerably greater. Diminished. To abolish the use of draft 
nets for pollen.

Two-thirds for exporta
tion.

The same. Not quite so good. Diminished. —

Principally for exporta
tion.

Much better in consequence 
of the assistance afforded 
by the Constabulary.

Greater. More convictions 
on account of the 
vigilance of the 
Constabulary .and 
Water Bailiffs.

Change of season to com
mence on the 12th Ja
nuary, and end 20th July.

Appendix.

Report of In
specting Com
missioners of 
Fisheries for 
1859.

No. 7.
Ireland on Engines used for Fishing, on 1st January, 1860.

8. Bag Nets. 9. Fly Nets. 10. Stake Nets. 11. Head 
Weirs.

12. Box, Crib, 
&c.

13. Gap, Eye, 
tec. 14. Sweepers. 15. Coghills. 16. Loop Nets.

£ s. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ 8. d. zfi s. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d.

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 10 0 — — s—

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — — —

3 6 8 3 6 8 10 0 0 2 0 0 3 6 8 0 13 4 — —

5 0 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — — ;—

5 0 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 5 0 0 0 10 0 — — —

2 10 0 2 10 0 .7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — —

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — — —
2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 —

3 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 2 0 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — — —

3 6 8 3 6 8 10 0 0 2 0 0 3 6 8 G 10 0 — — —

3 15 0 3 15 0 11 5 0 2 5 0 3 15 0 0 15 0 — — ——

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — —

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — — —*•

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 10 0 — —

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — — —

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 10 0 — —— —

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 O 0 10 0 — — 0 10 0

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — — —

5 0 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — —

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 10 0 — — —

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — — —

C
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Appendix,
State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, I860, pursuant to the

Name 
of District. Boundaries. Registering Officer.

1st Class employed 
in 1859.

2nd Class employed 
in 1859.

Total employed 
in 1859.

1st Class employed 
in 1860.

Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys.

Dublin, From Whip of Water 
Nth., to the Breaches, 
South.

— 74 217 09 171 561 30 218 778 99 80 235 75

Ark low, From the Breaches, to 
Sluice River.

J. Bowie, 230 1,307 121 115 466 03 315 1,833 184 233 1,384 123

Wexford, From Sluice River to 
Bannow, Co.Wexford.

W. L. Partridge, . 20 8-1 - 189 911 14 209 995 14 26 125 ■ -

Waterford, . From Bannow to Bally- 
voile Bridge,Co.Water- 
ford.

J. 0. Bathurst, . 43 158 10 280 1,017 52 323 1,175 08 42 162 11

Youghal, From Ballyvoile to 
Ballywilliam Cove.

J. A. St. Leger, . 57 320 23 241 1,033 85 29S 1,403 108 57 320 23

Queenstown, From Reddington, Ring
Point, to Ballywilliam
Flat Head, Horse 
Head.

T. Gass, 23 108 2 136 531 56 159 639 58 42 151 7

Kinsale, From Flat Head to 
Inchy Bridge.

M. B. Cockcroft, . 43 209 45 347 1,784 60 390 2,053 111 49 294 42

Skibbereen,. From Hollyinchy Bridge 
to Three Castle Head.

C. K. Jackson, 22 147 19 830 3,952 384 852 4,099 403 22 150 19

Bantry, From Three Castle Head 
to Glengariff.

W. Townsend, 7 28 - 207 911 - 274 939 - 7 28 -

Castletown, . From Shot Head to 
Sneem, Co. Kerry.

T. Hungerford, • 60 231 4 1,747 8,182 Ill 1,813 8,410 148 67 237 4

Westcove, . From Sneem to River 
Eroyknock.

J. K. White, 12 40 4 179 740 29 191 780 33 9 20 9

Knightstown, From Enagh River to 
Castlemaine.

W. Lyons, . 1 4 270 1,200 61 271 1,204 61 1 4 -
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No. 8.
5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1859.

2nd Class employed 
in 1860.

Total employed 
in 1860.

Increase since 
1859.

Decrease since 
1859. Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Com

manders of Coast-Guards and other Registering 
Officers, up to tho 1st January, 1860.Vessels. I Men. Boys. Vessels. lien. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys.

176 577 30 256 812 105 8 34 6 - - - Tho general condition of tho Fishing Establishment im
proving. An improvement in tho class of vessels. Tho 
take of fish more productive. The season for salmon 
fishing was not so productive as last. No Curing Es
tablishments. No conflicts of any kind. The conduct 
of tho fishermen has been very fair.

122 495 09 355 1,870 192 10 46 8 — - - Tho condition of this establishment much better. Tho 
fishermen now follow the fish, and tho boats arc a little 
better found. Tho take of fish has been better than last 
year. Scarcely any salmon fishing in this district. No 
Curing Establishments. No conflicts. The fishermen 
generally peaceable.

.178 902 10 204 1,027 10 - - - 5 32 4 The condition of this division not so good, and no sign of 
improvement. Tho take of fish less productive. Tho 
salmon fisheries have not improved, though better than 
last year. No Curing Establishment. No conflicts. 
Tho fishermen are orderly and peaceable.

256 935 40 298 1,097 51 25 78 17 No improvement. Tho take of fish less productive in tho 
rivers—the salmon season was very short; for the last 
month of the open time no fish was taken. No Curing 
Establishments in tho district Tho fishermen arc very- 
orderly and peaceable. The fisheries are not likely to 
improve unless more capital is introduced and it is made 
a solo means of livelihood; not as at present, merely a 
temporary occupation.

211 1,033 85 298 1,403 108
% — — — — A decided improvement in the boats at present in exist

ence. The take of fish less productive. Tho salmon 
fisheries improved. No Curing Establishments formed. 
Fish are cured by several persons when a glut in tho 
market. The fishermen are peaceable.

211 825 41 253 976 48 54 337 - - - 10 No improvement in tho Fishery Establishment. The take 
offish generally less productive. No Curing Establish
ment in tho district. Tho salmon fisheries not improved 
last year. Tho fishermen are orderly and peaceable.

340 1,835 77 395 2,129 119 5 76 8 — - - There arc signs of improvement generally during the last 
two years. In Kinsalo there are some fine hookersof an 
improved model added to tho establishment by Mr. 
Dawson. Tho fish have been tolerably plentiful, butbad 
weather has materially interfered with the exertions of 
tho fishermen. Tho salmon were not plentiful this year. 
No Curing Establishment. The fishermen arc peaceable 
and orderly.

799 3,711 399 821 3,867 418 31 232 15 - - - Ono station (Union Hall) reports some little improvement. 
At two stations (Union Hall and Barlogue) tho take of 
fish more productive. At other stations not so much 
so. No Curing Establishments in tho district. No con
flicts have taken place. From tho poverty of the people, 
when boats and gear arc worn out, few of them have tho 
means of replacing them.

232 1,053 239 1,081 35 142 — — — There is no improvement. Tho boats and gear arc in good 
fishing order. There has been a failure in every mode 
of capture except in trammel fishing, the run of hako 
being unusually large this year. Much loss sustained 
this year and last by tho proprietors of seines. The take 
of salmon was by no means productive last year. There 
arc three Curing Establishments in Bantry. The habits 
of tho fishermen are orderly and peaceable. Tho re
gistry is not perfect.

1,882 8,893 143 1,949 9,130 147 136 714 1 A slight improvement in boats. Tho take of fish less 
productive. Tho salmon fisheries in this district are 
very limited. No now modes of capture. No Curing 
Establishment exists at present. The individual efforts 
at curing made by fishermen have been successful. Tho 
fishermen are orderly and peaceable. No conflicts. Tho 
coast abounds with a great variety of fish, notwithstand
ing the fisheries are conducted on a very limited scale. 
A majority of tho fishermen aro indigent; many others 
hold small farms, on which they aro mainly dependent 
for support. The fisheries may be improved by tho for
mation of companies. In these companies the fisher
men should hold shares as an incentive to diligence and 
a guarantee for fidelity. The registry is at present im
perfect.

131 400 80 140 420 89 — 56 51 300 - No sign of improvement within tho last three years. Tho 
take of fish last year very unproductive. Tho salmon 
fisheries have not improved. No Curing Establishments. 
No conflicts. The fishermen aro very peaceable, but 
apt to keep trammel nets down by day, contrary to law, 
and very much to the injury of the fishery.

287 1,189 77 288 1,193 77 17 16 11 Boats, gear, and nets much improved from last year. Tho 
seine fishinguever so bad, in consequence of August, Sep
tember, and October being very stormy. There woro 
abundance of sehad. mackerel, and pilchards seen on tho 
coast. The latter had not been seen here since 1810. 
Ling taken at Portmagco by lines, 4,500; hake, 33,000 ; 
cod,900; andhaddock,3,000. At Bailinskolligs, 10,000 
hako. Tho take of hake has increased sto times than 
ever before. The fishermen fancy that pilchards being 
on the coast is tho cause of tho increase. The take of 
salmon much improved since 1857: but- last year it has 
fallen off fully a fifth. A Curing Establishment at 
I’ortmagec. No instance of conflicts. Tho fishermen 
are peaceable and orderly.

C 2
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Appendix,
State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 18G0, pursuant to the

Name 
of District. Boundaries. Registering Officer.

1st Class employed 
in 1859.

2nd Class employed 
in 1859.

Total employed 
in 1859.

1st Class employed 
in 1860.

Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys.

Dingle, From Cromane Point 
(Bull Head) to Blen- 
nerville.

F. W. Stevens, . 12 48 - 100 520 - 112 568 - 14 58 4

Ballyheigue, From Blennerville to 
Cashen River.

A. Kennedy, - - - 11 GO - 11 GO - 21 94 -

Kilrush, From Cashen River to 
Kilbaraha.

G. W. Wall,. - - - 102 550 - 102 550 - - - -

Seafield, From Black Head to 
Farrihie Beach.

E. J. Morriss, - - - 70 211 1 70 211 1 - - -

Galway, From Farrihie to Mason 
Island.

G. W. Clarke, . - - - - - - - - - 314 1,540 270

Clifden, From Mason Island to 
Ruana Point.

H. T. McKillop, . 66 153 1 • 391' 1,417 17 446 1,570 18 50 155 3

Westport, . From Doobeg to Ruana 
Point.

R. V. Wilson, 28 73 1 190 740 24 218 813 25 26 67 1

Keele, . From Ballycray Castle 
to Bony Glen.

John Adam,. 10 24 - 295 1,140 - 305 1,170 - 5 20 -

Belmullet, . From Butter Point to 
Doona Head.

W. Dawson, 3 9 o 104 492 0 107 501 8 3 9 2

Dunkeehan, From Brandy Point to 
Loch Murrough and 
Ben Iver, Baldering.

R.Edwards, - - - 54 IGO 9 54 100 9 - - -

Ballycastle, . From Glen sky Cove to 
the centre of Bartra 
Isle.

S. Sharpe, . - - - 143 1,035 10 143 1,035 1G - - -

Pullendiva, . From Sligo Bridge to 
Ballina Bridge.

R. K. Thompson,. 1 3 - 73 414 2 74 417 2 1 3 -

Sligo, . From Abbey Point to 
Sligo Bridge.

E. G. Elliott, 5 15 - 205 1,081 42 210 1,096 42 5 15 -

Killybegs, . From Donegal to Gwee- 
barra Bai'.

R. Heard, . 10 33 4 474 2,084 485 484 2,117 489 13 42 6

Rutland, From Gweebarra Bar to 
Bloody Foreland.

T. Batt, - - - 358 1,424 314 358 1,424 314- - - -

Sheephaven, From Bloody Foreland 
to Fannet Point,

F. Collins, . - - - 780 2,494 147 780 2,494 147 — - -
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No. 8—continued.
5th and 6tli Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1859.

2nd Class employed 
in 18G0.

Total employed 
in 18G0.

Increase since 
1859.

Decrease since 
1859. Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Com

manders of Coast-Guards and other Registering 
Officers, up to the 1st January, 18G0.

Vessels.
1

Men. Bovs. Vessels. Men. | Boys. Vessels. i Men. 1 Boys.
I

Vessels. 1 Men. | Boys.

120 635
■
1 134 693 4 22 I 125

1
4 — - - Tho first-class boats and gear are much better than for

merly. Tho late Royal Irish Fishery Company’s boats 
were all purchased by thc local fishermen. Thc take of 
fish in 1858 was very good; in 1859, very indifferent. 
The summer season was one of the best for hake and cod 
fish for tho last twenty years ; but no herrings. The 
salmon fisheries in this district are rather inferior. Both 
thc Curing Establishments in this district are closed. 
The fishermen are orderly and peaceable. No conflicts 
have taken place. Would recommend that trawling bo 
allowed east of Bull Head from 1st November to 1st 
June.

48 59 - 69 153 - 58 87 - - - - No improvement. Tho take of fish not so productive. No 
Curing Establishments. No conflicts. Fishermen very 
orderly and peaceable.

150 450 4/ 159 450 27 — - 27 3 10 - Boats and gear much the same as last year. No sign of 
improvement. Tho take of fish less productive. No 
improvement in thosalmon fishery. No Curing Estab
lishment. No conflicts. The registry not correct.

68 194 68 194 — — 17 1 Thc Fishing Establishment considerably diminished. The 
take of fish less productive. Very few salmon taken last 
season. No Curing Establishment within thc division. 
No conflicts. Thc fishermen arc orderly and peaceable. 
No boats or vessels of any description in this division, 
save canoes, which arc constantly transferred from ono 
party to another.

650 2,600 70 964 4,140 340 — — Thc general condition of the Fishing Establishment supe
rior to 18-14, and keeps a fair average. The take of fish 
somewhat less last year. The salmon fisheries keep well 
up. Ono Curing Establishment in thc district. Only a 
small proportion generally cured. No conflicts. Fish
ermen orderly and peaceable.

398 1,431 11 454 1,586 14 8 16 - - - 4 A sign of improvement in this division. The take of fish 
about tho same as preceding year. The salmon fisheries 
have not improved. No Curing Establishments. The 
fishermen orderly and peaceable.

206 764 66 232 831 67 14 18 42 - - - No sign of improvement. Thc take of fish less produc
tive. No alteration in tho salmon fisheries. No Curing 
Establishments. No conflicts. Fishermen peaceable 
and orderly.

334 1,242 10 339 1,262 10 34 92 10 — — No sign of improvement. Tho take of fish less produc
tive. Thc plant, and materials for the salmon fishing 
continues to improve under Mr. Hector, from Scotland ; 
but tho quantity of salmon taken last year was not half 
in quantity to the preceding year, being rather a failure. 
One Curing Establishment for salmon. Thc fishermen 
are orderly and peaceable. No conflicts.

190 570 10 193 579 12 26 78 4 - — No particular improvement since last report. Thc kelp 
trade occupies tho attention of thc population on the sea 
coast. Thc take of fish much thc same as last year. The 
salmon fisheries not at all improved. Tho take of fish 
was much less than it had been for several years before. 
One Curing Establishment exists. No conflicts in this 
division. Last year a great quantity of fish was taken 
on tho coast about Blacksod and Inniskca, but owing to 
tho want of good management the parties might not have 
been as well remunerated as otherwise they might have 
been.

63 202 18 63 202 18 9 42 9 - - - No sign of improvement. No apparent change in tho take 
of fish. Tho salmon fisheries arc not improved. No 
Curing Establishment. No conflicts. The fishermen 
peaceable.

143 1,030 16 143 1,030 16 — - - - 5 - A decrease in the quantity of fish taken on the coast since 
last year. Tho take of salmon less productive. No 
Curing Establishments. No conflicts. The fishermen 
orderly and peaceable.

104 380 105 383 31 - - 34 2 Rather improved. The take of fish last year not so pro
ductive as thc preceding year. Bag-nets are used for 
salmon with more success. In the herring fishing there 
has been some instances of conflicts, but not in the sal
mon fishing. Tho fishermen arc generally orderly and 
peaceable.

218 1,160 45 223 1,175 45 13 79 3 - - - Some little improvement. The take of fish last year 
more productive. The salmon fisheries improved since 
last year. No Curing Establishments. No conflicts. 
The fishermen quite peaceable.

533 2,279 562 546 2,321 568 62 204 79 - - - Very much improved in every respect. The take of fish 
less productive. The salmon fisheries not improved. 
There are Curing Establishments at Soelin, Malinbeg, 
ami St. John s Point. Disputes occasionally, but nothing 
serious arises. The fishermen are in general peaceable.

416 1,146 68 416 1,146 68 58 — — - 278 246 No sign oi improvement. Although all tho boats occa
sionally fish, the principal employment of the greater 
number ot them is gathering sea-weed. No regular fish
ermen in the district. The take of fish much less pro
ductive. The salmon fisheries have disimproved latterly. 
No Curing Establishment. No conflicts. Fishermen 
orderly and peaceable.

887 2,903 161 887 2,903 161 107 409 14 - - I here is a sign of improvement. Bag-nets for salmon and 
a better description of boats are at Tory Island. 1859 
"as the least productive in the take of fish for many 
years. Ono small Curing Establishment at Duufan- 
aghy. Thu fishermen arc orderly and peaceable.

C 3
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Appendix,

State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1860, pursuant to the

Name 
of District. Boundaries. Registering Officer.

1st Class employed 
in 1859.

2nd Class employed 
in 1859.

Total employed 
in 1859.

1st Class employed 
in I860.

Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Mon. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. V 1 \ cssels.
1

Men. Boys.

Rathinullen, From East side of Lee- 
nan Bay, West side of 
FannetPointjtoLough 
Swilly, Ramelton.

M. Knox, - - 50 234 50 234 41 - -

Carne, From Leenan Bay to 
Shrove Head.

G. S. Penfold, - - - 183 1,031 23 183 1,031 23 - -

Greencastle, From Innishowen Head 
to Culmore, Downhill.

G. H. Loveridge, . - - - 222 848 28 ooo 848 28 7 22 -

Ballycastle, . From Downhill to Nap
pan.

W. Moulds, . - - 192 493 47 192 493 47 - -

Carrickfergus, From Mountain Stream, 
near Garron Point, to 
Belfast.

J. E. Elliott, 8 38 2 220 GOO 80 228 G38 82 8 30 o

Donaghadee, From Belfast to New
castle Quay.

S. F. Douglass, . 80 401 18 640 1,203 190 720 1,604 218 81 401 18

Strangford, . From Newcastle Quay 
to Sheepland Head.

J. B. Hockley, Includ ed in D onag hadee.

Newcastle, . From SheeplandCove to 
River Foot.

G. A. E. Ridge, . 4 24 - 204 833 43 208 857 43 1 6 -

Carlingford,. From Ballagan Point to 
Omeatli.

J. Dunsterville, . Includ ed in N ewca stle an d Dun dalk.

Dundalk, From Maiden Tower, 
near Drogheda, to 
River Foot, to the 
West of Cooley Point, 
near Greenore.

T. L. Gaussen, 12 66 - 285 943 52 297 1,009 52 7 25 -

Ma I ahi de, . From South side of 
mouth of Boyne to 
Howth.

J. Irwin, 50 313 38 48 75 4 98 388 42 46 313 37

Howth, From Howth to Whip 
of Water.

H. Prosser, 12 70 9 8 8 4 20 78 13 12 70 9



FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND 23

No. 8—continued.
5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1859.

2nd Class employed 
in 1800.

Total employed 
in 1800.

Increase since 
1859.

Decrease since 
1859. Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Com

manders of Coast-Guards and other Registering 
Officers, up to tho 1st January, 1860.

Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Bays. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys.

50 231 41 50 234 41 - - - - - - No sign of improvement. The take of fish less productive 
in salmon andherrings, and aliout tho same with other 
fish. Bag-nets introduced at Rathmullcn this year,but 
with little success. No Curing Establishment. Fisher
men orderly and peaceable, but inclined to break the 
By-Laws in trawling. Would recommend a further pro
hibition on trawling. This division should register its 
own boats.

236 1,296 23 236 1,396 23 53-. 265 - - - - A great improvement within the last three years as re
gards the number of new boats. The take of fish con
siderably less than usual. Thesalmon fisheries have im
proved. " Ono Curing Establishment at Portahack, in 
Culdaff Bay. No conflicts. Fishermen orderly and 
peaceable. If a loan fund were established it would be 
a great boon to tho poor fishermen.

169 738 10 176 760 30 - - - 46 128 18 No sign of improvement. Tho take of fish less produc
tive. Tho salmon fisheries worsogenerally. Very little 
done to cure tho cod fish. No Curing Establishment. 
No conflicts. The fishermen peaceable.

664 1,902 63 664 1,902 65 472 1,469 18 - - - No sign of improvement. Take of fish less than preced
ing year. No Curing Establishments. No conflicts. 
Fishermen peaceable and orderly.

210 600 100 218 630 102 - - 20 10 8 - No sign of improvement. Tho take of fish much less. 
The salmon fisheries have not improved. No Curing 
Establishments. No conflicts; but the long-lino men 
complain much, as tho trawlers destroy their lines.

• 656 1,240 194 737 1,641 212 17 37 - - - 6 No sign of improvement Tho take of fish less produc
tive. Salmon fisheries less productive. No Curing 
Establishment No conflicts. Fishermen orderly and 
peaceable.

- - - - - - - - - - - - No sign of improvement. Not so productive. No sal
mon fisheries. No Curing Establishments. Fishermen 
orderly and peaceable. This district should register its 
own boats.

216 879 58 217 885 58 9 28 15 - - - No sign of improvement The take of fish less produc
tive. The salmon fisheries not improved. No Curing 
Establishments. No conflicts. Fishermen orderly and 
peaceable.

293 978 12 293 978 12 - - - - - - No sign of improvement. Very little fish taken in tho 
season. No salmon fisheries. No Curing Establish
ments. No conflicts. Fishermen orderly and peaceable.

277 731 91 284 756 91 - - - 13 244 39 No sign of improvement. Tho take of fish much tho 
same. Tho salmon fisheries improved. No Curing 
Establishment. No conflicts. Fishermen orderly and 
peaceable.

31 79 12. 77 392 43 - 4 1 21 - - No sign of improvement Almost all tho second-class 
boats are defective and seldom used. The take of fish 
less productive. No salmon fishery. No Curing Estab
lishment. Tho only mode adopted by the Rush fisher
men is to euro fish by drying them on the rocks. No 
conflicts. Tho fishermen aro peaceable and orderly.

8 8 4 20 78 13 - -- - - - - No sign of improvement whatever. The take of fish less 
productive. No salmon fishery in the district. No 
conflicts. Tho fishermen are orderly and peaceable.



Appendix No. 9.—Table showing the Close Seasons for Salmon and. Trout in tlie different Districts in Ireland, as fixed by Statute Law, or the Oidei of the Cominissioneis, 
on 1st January, 1860.

Close Season for Fixed Engines for the capture of Eels, between the 10th January and 1st July, save in the River Shannon, which is between the 21st January and 1st July. 
Future changes will be notified at each Station, to which the most particular attention is requested.
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No. and Name of D istrict. Boundary of District. Tidal. Frosh Water. Bod Fishing (Up-waters).

1. Dublin,

2. Wexford, .

3. Waterford,

4. Lismore,

5. Cork,

61. Skibbereen,
62. Bantry,
f>3. Kenmare, .

7. Killarney, .

8. Limerick, .

9. Galway,

101. Ballinakill,

102. Bangor,

11. Ballina,

12. Sligo,

13. Ballyshannon,

14. Letterkenny,

151. Londonderry,

152. Coleraine,

16. Ballycastle,

17. Drogheda,

Skerries to Wicklow. I

Wicklow to Bageribon Head.

Bagenbon to Helvick Head.

Helvick Head to Ballycotton.

Ballycotton to Galley Head. <
1 
L

Galley Head to Mizen Head.
. Mizen Head to Crow Head.
. Crow Head to Lamb Head.
( Lamb Head to Dunmore Head, [ 

including the Blaskets. |

. Dunmore to Hags Head.

. Hags Head to Slyne Head.

. Slyne Head to Emlagh Point.

. Emlagh Point to Benwee Head.

. Benwee to Coonamore.

. Coonamore to Mullaghmore.

. Mullaghmore to Rossan.

Rossan to Malin Head.

Malin to Downhill Boundary.

Downhill Boundary to Portrush.

Portrush to Donaghadee.

Donaghadee to Skerries. <

From Howth to Dalkey Island, between 31st July and 1st-) 
February. 1

For remainder of District, between the 31st August and 1st , 
February- J

Between 28th September and 1st March, (hut fixed Nets I 
between 15th September and 1st March.) f

„ 15th September and 12th February.

„ 15th September and 13th February.
„ 15th Sept, and 12th Feb., for Electoral Division Al 

(between Ballycotton and Barry’s Head, East of > 
Oyster Haven). J

„ 31st August and 1st March, for Electoral Division Bl 
(between Barry’s Head, East of Oyster Haven, > 
and Galley Head). J

,, 15th September and 1st April.
„ Do. do.
,, Do. do.
„ 31st July and 1st January, save River Maine and) 

Tribu’aries. j
„ For River Maine and Tributaries, between 15th Sep-) 

tember and 1st April. J

„ 12th August and 12th February; but between Kerry 
Head and Dunmore Head, 15th September and 1st < 
April, save Rivers Cashen, Feale, and Geale, and 
their Tributaries. I 

For Rivers Cashen, Feale and Geale and their) 
Tributaries, between 12th August and 1st May. J 

„ 31st August and 1st February.

,, Do. do.

„ Do. do.

„ 19th August and 1st February.,

„ Do. do.

„ Do. do.

„ 19th August and 1st Jan., and one mile above Tideway

„ 31st August and 1st February.

„ 19 th August and 1st February’.

„ Do. do.
„ 19th August and 12th February, from Skerries to 

Cranfield Point; but between 28th September and 
1st March, from Cranfield Point to Donaghadee.

In all Rivers flowing into the Sea between Howth and') 
Dalkey Islapd, between 31st July and 1st February. I

For. remainder of District, between 31st August and 1st |
March. J

Between 28th September and 1st March.

„ 15th September and 12th February.

„ 15th September and 13th February.

,, 15th Sept, and 1st April, for Electoral Division C.

„ 31st August and 1st April, for Electoral Division D.

„ 15th September and 1st April.
„ Do. do.
„ Do. do.
„ 31st July and 18th January, save River Maine and') 

Tributaries. 1
For River Maine and its Tributaries, between 15th j 

September and 1st April. J
„ 12th August and 12th February, but for Electoral') 

Divisions C and D, 12th August and 1st May, 
and Rivers between Kerry’ Head and Dunmore 
Head, 15th September and 1st April, save Rivers ■ 
Cashen, Feale, and Geale, and their Tributaries.

For Rivers Feale, Geale, and Cashen, 12th August 
and 1st May.

„ 31st August and 1st March.

„ Do. do.

„ Do. do.

„ 19th August and 1st February.

,, Do. do.
„ Do. do. -T

,, 19th August and 1st March.

„ 31st August and 1st March.

„ 19th August and 1st March.

„ Do. do.
1 „ 19th August and 12th February, from Skerries to")
L Cranfield Point; between 28th September and >
| 1st March, from Cranfield Point to Donaghadee. J

In all Rivets flowing into the Sea, between Howth and Dalkey 
between 15th October and 1st March.

For remainder of District, between 28th September and 1st 
March.

Between 28th September and 1st March.

„ 28th September and 12th February.

„ 9th October and 14th February.

„ 9th October and 12 th Feb., for Electoral Division C.

„ 15th Oct. and 1st March, for Electoral Division D.

„ 15th October and 1st April.
„ Do. do.
„ Do. do.
„ 15th September and 18th January, except for River 

Maine and its Tributaries.
For River Maine and it< Tributaries 28th Sept, and 

1st March, (but for Cross Lines same as Netting.)

„ 15th Sept, and 12th Feb.; but between Kerry Head 
and Dunmore Head, 15th October and 1st April, 
save Rivers Feale, Geale, and Cashen, and their 
Tributaries.

For Rivers Feale, Geale, and Cashen, and their 
Tributaries. 15th October and 1st May.

,, 28th September and 1st March.

„ Do. do.

„ Do. do.
„ 19th August and 1st February for Salmon; but 

between 28th September and 1st March for Trout.
„ 28th September and 1st February.
„ 19th Aug. and 1st Feb. for Salmon ; but between 28th 

Sept, and 1st March for Trout; and for River 
Inver, between 28th September and 1st March.

„ 28th September and 1st March.

„ Do. do.

„ Do. do.
I „ Do. do.

I „ 28th September and 12th February.
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Appendix, No. 10.
Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland, 

to 1st January, 1860.

Place affected by 
By-Law. Nature of By-Law. Place affected by 

By-Law. Nature of By-Law.

Dublin Bay, .

East Coast, .

Dundrum Bay, &c.,

Belfast Lough,

Lough Swilly,

Donegal Bay,

Galway Bay,.

Dingle Bay, .

Bantry Bay, .

Waterford Harbour,

Wexford Coast, .

Dungarvan Bay,

AGAINST TRAWLING.
Prohibiting Trawling inside lines drawn from the 

Bailey Light-house at Howth, to the Eastern
most point of the rocks called the “Mugglins;” 
thence by a straight line to the Southern point 
of Dalkey Island; thence by a straight line across 
Dalkcy Sound, in the direction of the signal 
station on Killiney Hill.

Prohibiting Trawling within a line drawn from 
the Nose of Howth, to the Eastern point of St- 
Patrick’s Island (Skerries); thence to Clogher 
Head; thence to Dunany Point; thence to Cran- 
field Point, in the County Down.

Prohibiting Trawling from Hellyhunter Rock, 
off Craniield Point, to St. John’s Point, both 
in the County Down.

Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line drawn 
from the Castle of Carrickfergus, to Rockport, 
in the County Antrim, and from 1st December 
to 1st April, and the use of Nets of less mesh 
than one and three quarter inches from knot to 
knot (except Draft Nets for Herrings).

Prohibiting Trawling within a line from Knock- 
alla Battery on the \Vest side, to Linsfort Church 
on the East side of the Lough.

Prohibiting Trawling within a straight lino from 
the Bian Rock, to a place called Doorin Point; 
and from a place called the Blind Rock, to the 
Northern point of theTownland of Rossnowlagh, 
Lower; and from thence to Kildoney Point; and 
from thence to a place called Pointinchose.

Prohibiting Trawling within a lino from Barna 
Pier to Gleninagh Castle. Also when large 
shoals of Herrings shall have set in in the Bay, 
and while Boats are engaged in Drifting tor 
Herrings or Mackerel, and when Boats shall 
commence Fishing for Herrings or Mackerel, 
that Trawl Boats shall keep at a distance of 
three miles from them.

Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
Bull’s Head, near Dingle, to Cununna, near 
Valentia.

Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
Crowdy Point to Carrigskyc Rock; and from 
thence to Reenavanny Point, on the North 
Shore of Whiddy Island.

Prohibiting Trawling within a line drawn from 
Creden Head to Temple Church.

Prohibiting Trawling in all places where there 
are Boats engaged in Herring or Mackerel 
Drift Net Fishing; and that Trawl Boats shall 
keep at a distance of at least three miles from 
all boats fishing for Herrings or Mackerel, 
with Drift Nets. And whenever Herring or 
Mackerel Boats shall commence Drift Net 
Fishing in any place, on or off the Coast of 
Wexford, the Trawl Boats shall depart there
from, and keep at least three miles distant from 
the Drift Net Herring or Mackerel Boats.

TRAMMEL NETS.
Prohibiting the use of Trammel and every other 

Fixed or Moored Net (except Bag or other 
Nets for the taking of Salmon) in Dungar
van Bay, within the limit formed as follows, 
namely, the space lying between a line passing 
due East and West, through the Northernmost 
point of Helvick Head, and a line passing due 
East and West through the Southernmost point 
of Ballinacourty Head, in the Co. Waterford ; 
but to the North and East of the line through 
Ballinacourty Head, and to the South and 
West of the line through Helvick Head, such 
Trammel or Moored Nets may be set, and re-

Dungarvan Bay-con.

River Slancy, Co. 
Wexford,

River Shannon,

Lough Ree, River 
Shannon,

Castlemaine Estuary,

Lough Neagh,

GalwayRivcr, Lough
Corrib, &c.,

Coasts of Wicklow 
and Wexford,

Cork Harbour,

main set in the water from Three o’Clock, p.m., 
of one day, until Nine o’Clock, a.m., in the fol
lowing day, during January, March, October, 
November, and December in each Year; and 
from Five o’Clock, p.m., of one day, to Seven 
o’Clock, a.m., in the following day, during 
May, June, July, August, and September. 
Also prohibiting such Nets athwart or within 
200 yards of any boat, which at the time of setting 
such Net shall be moored, and the Crew thereof 
engaged in Line Fishing; and to every train of 
such Trammel or Moored Nets shall be attached 
at least one floating buoy or board, upon which 
shall bo painted in legible characters not less 
than one inch in length, in white upon a black 
ground, the Letter of the District, and the name 
of the Owner to which such Net belongs.

Prohibiting, during the Close Season for Salmon, 
the use of Nets of any kind whatsoever, be
tween Ferry Carrig Bridge and the Town of 
Enniscorthy.

Prohibiting Net Fishing in that part of the River 
Shannon between Wellesley Bridge and the 
Railway Bridge, between 1st June and 12th 
February.

Permitting the use of Nets in Lough Ree, having 
a mesh of Five inches in the round measured 
when the Net is wet.

Prohibiting, during the Salmon Close Season, 
the use of Draft Nets having a foot rope and 
leads or weights affixed thereto, in the Estuary 
of Castlemaine inside the Bar of Inch.

Permitting Pollen to be taken by Trammel or 
Set Nets composed of Thread or Yarn of a fine 
texture, not less than ten hanks to the pound 
weight, doubled and twisted with a mesh of not 
less than One inch from knot to knot; or from 
15th May to 31st August, by Draft Nets having 
a mesh not less than One inch from knot to knot.

Prohibiting the use of the Instrument, commonly 
called Strokehaul or Snatch, or any other such 
instrument in River Galway, Loughs Corrib 
or Mask, or their Tributaries.

OYSTERS.
Permitting, during the month of May, the.Dredg- 

ing for Oysters from any of the Public Beds 
below level of lowest water of Spring Tides, on 
that part of the Coast between Wicklow Head 
and Raven Point, north of Wexford Harbour, 
for purpose of replenishing and supplying Arti
ficial Oyster Beds or Layings, or other Beds or 
Layings, the exclusive property of any person, 
but for no other purpose whatever.

First.—That between the 1st May and 1st Sep
tember, no boat shall have on board any dredge 
or other implement for taking Oysters.

Second.—Every fisherman shall, on the fishing 
ground, cull all Oysters, and shall not remove 
any Oyster of less dimensions than two and a- 
half inches at the greatest diameter thereof; 
and shall throw back into the Sea all gravel 
and fragments of shells as he shall raise while 
engaged in such fishing.

Third. —All persons are prohibited from throwing 
into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed or Oyster 
Fishing Ground, the ballast of any boat, or any 
other matter or thing injurious to the Oyster 
Fishery.

Fourth.—No person shall, between Sunset and 
Sunrise, dredge for, take, or catch any Oysters 
within the Harbour of Cork.
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Appendix, No. 11.
Mouths of Rivers defined by the Commissioners, to 1st January, 1860.

By the 22nd section of the 5th and 6th Vic. c. 106, it is prohibited for any person (save and except the proprietor of a several 
Fishery) to erect any Fixed Engine or Contrivance for placing a Net within One Mile of the Mouth of a River; and by 
the 27th section of same Act it is prohibited for any person (save such proprietor of a several Fishery) to shoot, draw, 
or use anyNetfor taking Salmon within Half-a-Mile of such Mouth.

Appendix, No. 12.
List of Licences Granted by the Commissioners to plant Artificial Oyster Beds.

Licence gran ted to.
Lord Charles P. Clinton, • 
Thomas Eccles, Esq., . •
Rev. Denis and John Mahony, 
Hon. David Plunket, . 
J. K. Boswell, Esq., . 
William Foreman, Esq., 
A. C. Lambert, Esq., . 
Archdeacon Magee,

John Richards, Esq., .

For what place.
Berehaven, county Cork.
Harbour of Glengariffe, co. Cork. 
Estuary of River Kenmare.
Killary Harbour, co. Galway.
Bay of Ballyconnelly, co. Galway. 
Bay of Ardbear, co. Galway. 
Killary Harbour, co. Galway.
Bays of Streamstown and Cleggan, 

county Galway.
Bay of Blacksod, county Mayo.

Licence granted to.
J. C. Garvey, Esq., . 
Thomas Whyte, Esq.,
J. 0. Woodhouse, Esq., 
Burton Bindon, Esq., 
Rev. R. Wall, d.d , .

Knight of Kerry,
W. M‘Cormick,
Captain Houston,

For what place.
Bay of Westport, county Mayo. 
Bay of Ballisodare, county Sligo. 
Bay of Mulroy, county Donegal. 
Lough of Carlingford, co. Louth. 
Mannin and Ardbear Bays, county 

Galway.
Valentia Harbour, county Kerry. 
Achill Sound, county Mayo. 
Killery Bay, county Mayo.
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Name of River. Where Mouth Defined. Name of River. Where Mouth Defined.

Liffey,

Bray, ,

Owenavarragh, or 
Courtown,

Slaney,

Suit, Nore, & Barrow,

Ouvane,orBallylickey,

Snave, or Coomliola, .

Glengariffe,

A'drigole, .

■Owenshagh,

‘Croanshagh,

•Clonee,

'Sheen, . . •

'Roughty, .

■Blackwater,

Sneem,

Finnehy, .

Curraan, .

By a straight line drawn from the eastern ex
tremity of the North-wall to the Long-wall 
at Ringsend.

By a straight line drawn from the Martello 
Tower on the north, to Martello Tower on 
south side of river.

By a straight line drawn between the eastern 
extremities of the two piers forming Cour
town Harbour.

By a straight line drawn northerly from Ross- 
laro Point to the opposite shore.

By a straight line drawn from the Magazine 
Tower, near the N.E. Point of Passage East, 
to the Point due south of Ballyhack church, 
commonly called the Church Point.

By a straight line drawn from the southern 
point of the Townland of Barnagearagh, due 
east, to the opposite shore or bank.

By a straight line drawn from the western to 
the eastern side of the now Snave Bridge.

By a straight line drawn at the fall below 
Cromwell’s Bridge.

By a straight line drawn from the southern 
side of the church in Townland.of Adrigole, 
to southern side of chapel in Townland of 
Drumgarvan.

By a straight line drawn from the N. W. corner 
of the Quay Buildings to eastern point of 
Carrignafarnogue Rock.

By’ a straight line drawn from the north part of 
Carrigacappul, otherwise Horse Rock, to 
Reenkillia Point.

By a straight line drawn from the north point 
of the beach of Arday Strand, due north, to 
Leillaun Peninsula.

By-a straight line drawn from the eastern 
point of Old Kenmare Church to the west 
gable of John Lane’s house.

By a straight line drawn from the boundary 
between the Townlands of Gurtagass and 
Killowen to nearest point of marsh on south 
side of river.

By a straight line drawn from the “ Outer 
Fishing Rock,” on west side of river, to 
nearest point on opposite shore in Townland 
of Dromore Demesne.

By a straight line drawn from the “ Oyster 
House” to the north point of Einaun Island.

By a straight line drawn in direction from 
Reenagappul Point to Tubbrid Point.

By a straight line drawn from the south point 
of Townland of Waterville to north-east 
point of Townland of Basslycaun.

Inny,

Cam,

Laune,

Maine,

Cashen,

Corrib,

Spiddle,

Ass, or Errive, .

Delphi,or Bundorragha,

Ballycroy,

Dunmoran,

Erne,

Foyle, . . .

Roe, .

Bann,

Glenariffe,

Annagassen, or Glyde 
and Dee.

Bya straight line drawn from the Ferry House 
on north side, to nearest point of Murreagh 
Sand Bank.

By a straight line drawn from Reennanalagane 
Point due N. to Black Point on opposite 
shore.

By a straight line drawn from Lansharragh 
Point to mouth of small creek leading to 
Reen Quay.

By a straight line drawn from the S. W. 
point of pier under Stone House at Callina- 
fercy, to the opposite point called “Keel 
Point/’

By’ a straight line drawn from the point of the 
baronial boundary, in the Townland of 
Ballyeagh, in a direction south-west, to 
opposite shore.

By a straight line drawn from the east point 
of Nimino’s Pier to the south-west of Rin- 
more, called Rinmore Point.

By a straight line drawn from Corrahowna 
Point to the opposite shore, meeting the 
townland boundary.

By a straight line drawn from the W. point of 
the Great Rock, due west, to the opposite 
shore.

By a straight line drawn from the Pier of Bun
dorragha to Pullavalo Rock, on east side.

By a straight line drawn from Gubbaunduff, 
or Black Point, to Blainakearagh Point, on' 
opposite shore.

By a straight line drawn across the northern 
extremities of the piers or jetties built by 
Board of Works.

By a straight line drawn in a direction from 
point of headland, called South Rock, on 
the south, to the road leading to Fern’s Hill, 
on the north.

By a straight line drawn from Culmore Fort 
to north-west angle of Culkeeragh- House.

By a straight line drawn from Ball’s Point to 
the point of “ Dargan’s Embankment.”

By a straight line drawn from west extremity 
of Rabbit Warren, in direction of the dome 
of Downhill House, to opposite shore.

By a straight line drawn from Waterfoot” 
Point, due south, to opposite shore.

By a straight line drawn in a direction from 
Annagassen Mills, on the south, to the coal 
store on right side of road from Annagassen 
to Castlebellingham.


