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OF THE

FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND,
FOR THE YEAR 18G2.

To His Excellency the Earl of Carlisle, Lord Lieutenant-General and General 
Governor of Ireland.

May it flease your Excellency,

We, the Commissioners for administering the Fisher) Laws in Ireland, beg to 
submit this our Report for the year 1862.

In the Appendix will be found the Report of the Inspecting Commissioner of Fisheries, 
together with several tables, containing such statistical information as the limited means 
at the disposal of this department permits; and from these documents, and the general 
information we have been otherwise able to obtain, we have formed the opinion:—

With regard to the Salmon Fisheries—
That the fishing season of 1862 has been more productive than for the last two or 

three years.
AA e trust this improvement is consequent on the increased vigilance of the Boards of 

Conservators and their officers, with the aid of the Constabulary, in protecting the spawning 
fish during the wintei; and that it is not merely the result of an increase in the means of 
capture, caused by the increased commercial value of salmon in the market.

In our last and previous Reports we referred to this subject; and that to counteract 
the tendency to over-capture, it was our wish to curtail the season for fishing throughout 
the country, and that we had very materially shortened it in Limerick District, one of the 
most extensive in Ireland, whose waters run through fifteen counties. Although a great 
number of the proprietors of fishings in the district alluded to, not only consented to, but 
advocated the curtailment of the season, much dissatisfaction was at first expressed by 
some of the parties interested at the promulgation of our Order; but we are now enabled 
to report that we have received a very satisfactory account of its effects, in the preservation 
of an unusually abundant stock of breeding fish for the spawning beds during the past 
winter ; the Clerk of the Conservators of that district, reporting that “ the accounts he 
had received from the different stations, without a single exception, concur in stating that 
the stock of the present year considerably exceeds that of any previous year since the 
present’system of protection was instituted.”

This is an encouraging announcement; but while this increase in the spawning fish in 
this district has taken place, the means for the capture of fish have also considerably 
extended, and for some years practices have been adopted which we believe to be wholly 
contrary to the spirit of the Act of 1842, with reference to legalizing the use of fixed 
engines for the capture of salmon. One of the practices to which wo particularly allude, 
is in the estuaries and tide-ways, is that of attaching to the end of a stake or fly-net bag- 
nets: thus extending a continuous series of obstructions to the passage of the fish from 
hio’h-water to a considerable distance beyond low-water mark, and thereby affording a 
means to capture which was not contemplated by that Act, and which must counteract to 
a certain extent the good effects of short fishing seasons.

There arc other abuses of the privileges of that Act, which we hope to see remedied by 
legislation, by which much of the irritation now existing on this subject may be allayed.

During the close season of the last winter a large exportation of salmon to the French 
markets is stated to have taken place from this country, and with the aid of the Boards
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4 REPORT OF THE FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND.

of Conservators, and the active co-operation of the Constabulary, and the railway autho
rities, we have succeeded in checking to a great extent this illegal traffic. Several seizures 
of salmon were made at the railway termini, and the parties who delivered these fish at 
the railway at Cork have been prosecuted to conviction. We perceive that a Bill has 
been passed, prohibiting the^exportation of salmon during the spawning season; and if 
this be only followed up by increased activity on the part of the local authorities, this 
wholesale system of poaching, to which this trouble gives rise, may be prevented. Nothing, 
we believe, can be more detrimental to the Salmon Fisheries than the destruction of salmon 
during the spawning season.

In oui last Report we stated the new gap in the Lax Weir at Limerick had been 
opened, the Judges having affirmed the decision of the Commissioners, directing the 
substitution of a new gap in the weir for the then existing one, which was not con
sidered to be in the deepest part of the river, or in accordance with the provisions of 

though the gap was opened, we regret to have to observe it was not 
completed in accordance with the judgment of the Commissioners ; and we have in 
consequence exercised the powers given to us by the Fishery Acts, and directed the 
necessary alterations to be made therein at the expense of the proprietor of the weir. 
We have no doubt, that when this work has been completed the gap will be found 
efficient for the purpose of allowing the free passage of a fair proportion of salmon to the 
upper waters. The dimensions of the gap are as nearly as possible the same as those of 
the old gap, the law preventing a gap of a lesser width being substituted for an existing 
one, and at the same time providing against any enlargement, except on payment of 
compensation.

Many of our rivers continue to be crowded with stake weirs, which we apprehend in 
some cases may be injurious to navigation. We particularly allude to the Bride and 
Blackwater, the Shannon and the Suir, Nore and Barrow. Tn former Reports we have 
expressed our opinion, that although the Legislation has, under the Fishing Acts, given us 
power to abate weirs injurious to navigation, it was not a matter coming within our pro
vince so much as that of the Lords of the Admiralty, who arc the Conservators of the 
Tidal Navigations of these kingdoms. We still continue to be of the same opinion, and 
have offered to their Lordships every assistance that the limited means at the disposal of 
this department could afford, which, however, their Lordships have declined; and the 
abuses still continue, and in many cases have increased. Feeling that the duties 
imposed on us in this respect were inconsistent with the proper functions of the de
partment, and being apprehensive that it might be considered we had neglected those 
duties—a subject referred to in several previous Reports—we have lately submitted to 
the Lords of the Treasury our views thereon, and have received their Lordships’ approval 
of the course we had adopted of declining to interfere in cases of injury to navigation, 
which they considered came more immediately under the control of the Lords of the 
Admiralty.

Referring to the cases of several head weirs lately erected in the estuaries of the Suir, 
Nore, and Barrow, we stated in our last Report we had caused informations to be sworn 
against several of the owners thereof’ in pursuance of the directions of the Attorney- 
General. Since then, on further consideration of the matter, the Law Officers have directed 
the cases to be tried by Writs of Intrusion, in Her Majesty’s Court of Exchequer. It is 
to be hoped that from these proceedings the question may be speedily set at rest, as we 
are aware that a very bad feeling exists on the part of the cotmen, who fish on the Com
mon Law Right in these ■waters, and who allege their fishing is seriously interfered with. 
There is a large community of poor fishermen belonging to New Ross and other places 
on these rivers who complain of the weirs. It may be in recollection, that these people 
assembled in large numbers some years ago, and proceeded down the rivers, cutting away 
all the weirs before them, and that riots ensued, and the peace of the country was so much
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disturbed, that the Executive considered it necessary to send an armed vessel to quell the 
disturbances.

We are unable, as Fishery Commissioners, to afford any relief in respect of these weirs, 
as they have been specially exempted by the 5th and 6th Victoria, chapter 106, from the 
operations of that Act, prohibiting weirs from being placed in channels less than three- 
quarters of a mile wide, and from being extended beyond low-water mark of spring tides; 
and the only course open is for the Crown to intervene, as is now being done as above 
stated.

Having lately received a complaint against the lessee of certain bag-nets on Achill 
Island, county Mayo, on the plea that he was not entitled under the provisions of the Act 
to have nets erected there, we acted under the powers given to us by the 13th and 14th 
Victoria, chapter 88, and had the party complained against summoned before us; and after 
hearing the case and counsel on his behalf, we decided he was acting illegally, and we 
ordered the removal of the nets. Pending the appeal which he has given notice of making 
at the next Assizes, we have directed the use of the nets to be suspended, in accord
ance with the provisions of the Act. We feel assured that there are many places in 
this country where nets and weirs arc erected which on investigation would be found to be 
illegal; but we cannot interfere unless a complaint in writing, as required by the 3rd section 
of Sth and 9th Victoria, chapter 108, be made to us by some person, setting forth the circum
stances under which the weirs or nets complained of are illegal. We are quite prepared 
to act on any complaint macle to us if in conformity with the provisions of the Act; but 
this, after all, can only lead to a temporary relief for those who complain of the illegal 
erection of those engines; and it is, therefore, the more necessary that some amendment 
be made in the present laws to meet these cases.

During the past year no fish-passes have been constructed under our directions over 
mill weirs. We have only had two applications of this nature before us. In both cases 
the funds required for the work were supplied by the persons interested in the fisheries of the 
upper waters, and we entered into contracts for their execution, but have been prevented 
for the present doing so by the owners of the weirs, who claimed from us an indemnity 
against any loss they might sustain. We were advised that we should not give this 
indemnity, the law merely requiring us to direct, such alterations to be made in any weir, or 
such additional work to be added thereto, as should in our opinion be necessary and desirable 
for the purpose of affording a free and uninterrupted passage to the fish frequenting the river, 
without lessening or impairing the effective working power of the mill or factory to which the weir 
belonged; and we, therefore, called on the parties interested in the fishery to give the 
millers the indemnity required, on failure of which we should not proceed with the work. 
Although every precaution was taken by us to prevent any loss to the millers from the 
execution of these works, and we feel assured they could be carried out without doing 
the slightest injury to the weir or the effective working power of the mill, we did not 
consider that we were authorized to make ourselves liable for any casualty which might 
arise during the progress of the work, all such being more or less subject to the influences 
of, and damages occasioned by floods. The contractor has given up the contract, and we 
have since been unable to procure another, it being very difficult to find contractors for 
water-works of such trifling amounts. Had we been able to find another contractor, it 
was our intention to have tried the question at issue, and have obtained some legal deci
sion thereon, as it is of the greatest importance that this question should be decided. 
If we are wrong in our opinion, that this indemnity could not be enforced by the millers, 
the provisions of the Act must remain to a great extent a dead letter, and no fish-passes 
can be constructed, no individual having sufficient interest to make himself liable for the 
damages that might be occasioned by floods. One of the most important steps towards 
the development of the Salmon Fisheries of a river is to afford facilities over weirs and 
other obstructions, for the fish to reach the upper waters; and when this can be done,
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without in the slightest manner injuring milling power, we think it is a matter deserving 
the consideration of the Legislature, whether this work ought not to be imposed, on all 
proprietors of mills to carry out at their own cost. We believe the expense of building 
these passes in the aggregate in Ireland would be very trifling; and when the proprietor 
of the mill can be secured in the enjoyment of the entire water-power, it cannot be con
sidered as inflicting on him any injustice to require him to provide at bis own expense the 
means of allowing the fish to pass.

In regard to the Sea Fisheries—
We regret to say, that with the exception of the East Coast, where the take of herrings 

has been unusually productive, there do not appear to be any signs of improvement. In 
many places the fishing population appears to be dying out; and boats are to be seen 
lying idle on the beach.

It is difficult to account for this falling off, as where capital and individual enterprise 
have been judiciously invested in the Deep Sea Fisheries it has been found that an 
abundance of fish is to be obtained round our shores. It is a coast, however, subject to 
severe storms' and rough seas; and a better class of boats than is usually employed in this 
country is required to follow this avocation profitably.

It affords us much pleasure to state, that the jealousy which existed between the different 
classes of fishermen with respect to the modes of fishing is gradually subsiding, and during 
the past year a single instance of conflict has not come to our knowledge. The prejudices 
against trawling are apparently diminishing, and, probably, this arises from an impres
sion that in reality this mode of fishing is not so injurious as it was at first thought. 
This is a most important question, on which much diversity of opinion yet prevails, and 
on which we feel the necessity of procuring more complete information before we can 
arrive at a definite conclusion on the subject. ? Much valuable information has been 
afforded on this subject by experiments made in the Firth of Forth by Dr. Allman, Pro
fessor of Natural History in the University of Edinburgh, who sums up the result of his 
inquiries as follows:—

“ 1 st. —It follows from the reports forwarded from the several fishery stations, that the first appearance 
of the herring in the Firth of Forth during the winter fishing of 1861—2 occurred about the last week 
of October, 1851, the commencement of the fishing in the upper parts of the Firth taking place about 
the same time, and the fishing in the lower parts commencing in the first week of January, 186 ’2; and 
it would further appear, that up to the end of January all the fish taken were full.

“2nd.—By careful dredging conducted at this time, in different parts of the Firth, no spawn of any 
kind was detected.

“3rd.__ On the 1st February, some spent herrings were taken.
“4th.—Examinations by diving and dredging, carried on in various parts of the Firth, including 

the ‘Traith’ or ‘Fluke Hole,’ but not including the neighbourhood of the May, from the 10th to 
the 28th February, failed in discovering any traces of spawn.

{e5th.—On the 1st March, spent herrings were obtained in abundance in the vicinity of the Isle of May.
“6th.—On this same date, spawn was for the first time obtained. It was indistinguishable from 

that of the herring, and was brought up in abundance from depths varying from 14 A- to 21 fathoms, on 
both the east and west sides of the Isle of May, and was all in a very early state of development.

“7th.—The spawn was deposited on the surface of the stones, shingle, and gravel, and on old shells 
and coarse shell sand, and even on the shells of small living crabs and other Crustacea, and adhered 
tenaciously to whatever matter it happened to be deposited on.

“8th.—No trace of spawn was up to this time, or at any subsequent date, detected in any other 
part of the Firth.

“9th.—The spawn continued in abundance on both the cast and west sides of the Isle of May up 
to the 13th March, at which date the incubation of the ovum was found to be completed in a “Teat 
portion of the spawn, and the embryo had become free.

“ 10th —On the 25th. scarcely a trace of spawn could be detected.
“11th —By this time nearly the whole of the adult fish had left the Firth.
“It will further be noticed that the deposit ol spawn, as evidenced by the appearance of spent 

herrings, did not take place until about 65 days after the appearance of the herring in the Firth, and 
that the incubation probably continues during a period of between 25 and 30 days; but this estimate 
must for the present be regarded as only approximative. “

“ I wo other facts of great practical importance, so far as concerns the use of the beam trawl in the 
I'irth ol forth, have been, elicited from the explorations which form the subject of the present Report.

It will be borne in mind, that the only locality where any trace of spawn was met with was in 
the neighbourhood of the May,—on ground, in fact, which, in consequence of its rockiness, is never
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frequented by the trawlers, and with regard to which, therefore, any law affecting the practice of 
beam-trawling must be altogether supererogatory.

“ It must not, however, be overlooked that this observation applies solely to the occasion which 
forms the subject of the present Report; and it is not improbable that in other seasons, and especially 
during the autumnal fishings, the herring may select for the deposit of its spawn other portions of the 
Firth, more easily accessible to the trawlers. Indeed, from what would appear to be the perfectly 
trustworthy evidence of the Pittenweem fishermen, spawn of an entirely similar nature to that obtained 
round the May, is deposited in large quantities in the Traith during the autumn.

“But a result of more importance, because of general application, is to be found in the fact, that 
the vitality of the spawn is in no way injured by the act of detaching it from the spawning-beds, so 
that if it be returned to the sea before it suffers any prolonged exposure to the air, development will 
proceed apparently unchecked. Those specimens, indeed, which underwent development in my pos
session, had not only been removed from the ground on which they were originally deposited, but had 
been kept for many hours in a scanty supply of water before I received them; and even after they 
camo under my care, they were necessarily placed in conditions very different from those to which 
they would have been exposed if they had been allowed to remain in their natural habitat; and yet, 
with all these disadvantages, development proceeded uninterruptedly.

“ In evidence taken before the Secretary and myself last spring, it was stated that the St. Monance 
trawlers made it a point of honour to cast back into the sea any spawn which might be taken in the 
trawls, one of the witnesses (Mr. Anderson, fishmonger) asserting, that were the trawlers known to 
return to land with spawn of any kind in their boats, they would be hissed out of the village; so that, 
even admitting that the spawn were disturbed by the passage of the trawl over the ground, no real 
injury would in such case follow its displacement.

In a word, then, it is obvious that, so far as the careful scries of observations and experiments now 
concluded have been attended with results, these results do not afford any argument in favour of 
prohibitory legislation as regards trawling in the Firth of Forth.

I erhaps, however, the conclusion that restriction of any kind is mischievous, would hardly be 
justified by the result of a single scries of investigations, however carefully conducted. Such inquiries, 
even though thus limited, possess, it is true, much value; but they should be repeated in other years, 
am at different seasons, before they could be safely made the basis of legislation.”

1 his refers, however, only to the Herring Fishery, and, so far as our experience goes, 
the trawling on the East Coast of Ireland, which is carried on by a large and fine fleet of 
fishing vessels, has not proved to be injurious to that Fishery, which it was for a long 
time loudly asserted was the case, as the results of the last year’s fishing season have proved 
by the capture of a much greater take of herrings than heretofore.

There arc other Fisheries, however, both in respect of round and flat fish, which if of 
not so great, are yet of vast public importance, and in regard to which the effects of 
trawling are by no means so clear.

In conclusion, we feel it is only just to the representatives or heads of the Coast Guard 
and Constabulary Departments to say, that we have experienced at all times from them 
the most cordial support and assistance in enforcing the Laws for the protection of the 
Sea and Salmon Fisheries of Ireland.

We have appended a Map showing the Salmon Fishery Districts and the Coast Guard 
Divisions, together with the sites of Fixed Engines used for the capture of salmon in the 
estuaries and along the coast, so far as the information in our possession enabled us to 
mark the latter.

We have the honour to be
Your Excellency’s obedient Servants,

RICHARD GRIFFITH, 
JOHN RADCLIFF,

J. G. M‘KERLIE,

Commissioners of Public Works 
and Fisheries.

JAMES REDMOND BARRY, Inspecting Commissioner of 
Fisheries.

Edward Hornsby, Secretary.

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
Wh July, 1863.
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REPORT OF INSPECTING COMMISSIONER FOR 1862.

Sea Fisheries.
The summary of the returns from thirty-eight 

Coast-Guard Districts, of which the details will be 
found in Appendix No. 6, presents, generally, 
scarcely a shade of improvement in the remote dis
tricts; while upon the east coast, from Malahide to 
Waterford, matters look a little brighter. The 
herring fishery out of Howth continued through 
the whole season to be most productive: the united 
fleet, from the Cornish coast, Scotland, the Isle of 
Man, and Arklow, were seldom under 300 well 
equipped vessels, and the produce of the fishery 
was quite unexampled. On my recent visit to 
that place, for the purpose of obtaining some more 
minute statistical returns of the proceedings of last 
year, I was greatly disappointed to find that owing 
to changes in the Coast-Guard Department at that 
place the present officers, so far as fisheries are 
concerned, were unable to furnish any further in
formation than that there were now twenty-one well 
equipped vessels, registered out of Howth, occa
sionally employed in the long line fishery, and the 
mackerel fishery, but all prepared to enter upon 
the herring fishery when the season shall open.

Thus has local enterprise been increased three
fold by the prosperous results of last season, and I 
am informed that communications have already 
been received from the Cornish, Scotch, and Manx 
fleets, expressing their readiness to start on the 
first appearance of the herrings. My sanguine 
anticipations that the Howth fishery would exhibit 
a valuable example to all Ireland have been fully 
realized. Increased accommodation for curing is 
being constructed. As an excellent criterion of 
growing prosperity, house-rent has reached an un
usually high rate: a very small and poor house, 
containing only four or five rooms, produces forty 
pounds a-year. My visits to Howth during the 
last summer were frequent and most gratifying. 
It may be remembered that on my recommendation 
the Board provided a barometer for the fishermen, 
which at all times is accessible to the people. Ad
miral Fitzroy also very kindly furnished another, 
and I cannot find words to express the gratitude 
of the fishers, and the important benefits which 
they derived from the possession of these valuable 
instruments.

On one occasion, while I was at Howth before 
the instruments arrived, the weather suddenly 
became wild and lowering about the time when 
the fleet was preparing for sea. Several persons, 
indeed the majority, became alarmed, and deter
mined not to proceed; while others, bolder and 
more enterprising, went to sea. On my return 
home, on consulting my own barometer, I found 
that the mercury had not fallen during the day, 
and the night turned out fine, and on the folio win 
morning the boats that had ventured returned 
with an unusually abundant harvest.

At the present period of the season I am bound 

to call the attention of the Board to that Pai'f of 
my Report of the 28th June last, No. 9,383, which 
refers to the disputes which so frequently occur 
between different persons in so large a community, 
congregated so suddenly from different quarters; 1 
am happily enabled to state that, generally, every
thing went on most harmoniously, and nothing 
could have been more gratifying than the good 
feeling which generally prevailed.

I must repeat the recommendation contained in 
my Report of the 28th June last, that the Govern
ment should be called upon to adopt some course 
for the preservation of order among a congregated 
body that sometimes has exceeded three thousand 
persons.

The districts of the cast coast, as far as Youghal, 
are said to have improved a little in boats and 
gear, but the take of fish was much less than the 
preceding year.

But from Queenstown, south and west, the re
turns will be found most unfavourable.

Trawling.
This mode of fishing is still continued, chiefly 

out of Dublin, and the disposition to get rid of 
restraints upon it seems to grow.

A considerable portion of the upper part of the 
bay of Dingle had been closed against trawl nets 
since 1852, but after an inquiry, at which the 
Chairman presided, in January last, the bye-law was 
repealed by an order of 28th January, 1862.

A meeting was held at Dundalk on the 12th of 
August last, in reference to a proposition to per
mit the unrestrained use of the trawl net to the 
westward of a line formed by a straight line 
from Clogher Head to Dunany Point, and from 
thence to Cranfield Point, in the county of Down.

Several witnesses were examined, and very con
flicting evidence was given, but no change has yet 
been made.

1 have reason to believe that there is a growing 
tendency to impatience of restraints upon sea fish
ing by the trawl net, and they have been most 
anxious to test the statements that have been made 
from time to time of injury to spawn, &c., &c. 
Some practical inquiries into" the subject have been 
made by the Board’s Inspector, which will be found 
in a statement from himself.

The latest authorities to which we can refer 
will be found in the Report of a Royal Commission 
appointed in August last, “ on the operation of 
the Acts relating to Trawling for Herrings,” by 
which is meant •*  Seine fishing.”

The Commissioners have entered most elabor
ately into the immediate question under consider
ation, and in pronouncing their decided opinion in 
favour of the permission to pursue this very pro
ductive mode of capturing herrings, they appear 
to have taken a wider field and to have propounded 
some very rational doctrines, generally opposed to
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restraints, which may be considered in some degree 
analogous to all kinds of fish.

They say, under the head of “ Conclusions 
from Inquiries: ”—

“ 19. Trawling for herring has been an important means 
of cheapening fish to the consumer, by the large and sudden 
takes, and has thrown into the market an abundant supply 
of wholesome fresh fish, at prices which enable the poor to 
enjoy them without having to come into competition with 
the carer (26, 28).

“ 20. It is this circumstance which, in our opinion, has 
produced the demand for repressive legislation, for the gains 
of the drift-net fishermen are much affected by the sudden 
and great captures of the trawler, who, working with less 
capital, and with a more productive kind of labour, is able 
to undersell the drift-net fisherman, and to derange the 
market for the curers. It is to be observed, that as facilities 
of locomotion and transport increase, the market for fresh 
fish becomes more important than that for salt fish, and the 
former suffers if any special protection be afforded to the 
latter. As regards Loch Fyne, the number of barrels of 
herrings sold fresh already considerably exceeds that cured. 
From 1844 to 1853, 55,247_barrels were cured, and 77,137 
barrels were consumed in a fresh state. From 1854 to 1862, 
129,000 barrels were cured, and 168,530 barrels consumed 
fresh (15, 28).

“21. The demand for repressive legislation is only another 
form of that which always arises when a new and more pro
ductive form of labour presses inconveniently upon those 
who prosecute and have embarked their capital in the old 
and less productive form of labour (20, 28, 44, 45 46 47 
48, 49). ’ ’ ’

“ 22. Although recent legislation has been in logical se
quence of that which has long prevailed, and may, in the 
absence of new inquiries, have been requisite to prevent dis
turbance of the peace, still, as it proceeds on the assumption 
that it is justifiable for the conservation of the breed of her
ring, we are bound to state that, in this point of view, the 
repressive Acts of 1851, 1860, and 1861 were altogether 
unnecessary ; that they are essentially Acts for protecting 
class interests, and interfere with the invention and appln 
cation of new and more productive inodes of industry 
(26,28).”

Oyster Fisheries.

Several applications have been made for licences 
lor planting oyster fisheries, as will appear by the 
return in the Appendix, which will show the par
ticulars of the licences granted.. Some other 
applications are yet in abeyance: in one case the 
extent of shore which has .been sought to appropri
ate is so large as to have induced the Commission
ers to hesitate about granting to individuals such 
very large portions of oui shoies. It is my inten
tion immediately to call their attention to the 
subject, and to suggest some.conditions or limits to 
what has been called a questionable encroachment 
°n public rights.

We have granted licences between the 5th of 
February, 1851, and the 1st March, 1862, to 
twenty-six persons for layings or oyster beds, to an 
extent of 5,148 acres, on the shores of the follow
ing counties:—

Cases. Acres.
Kerry, 3 391
Sligo, 1 113
Mayo, • G 2,355
Donegal, 1 63
Louth, 1 52
Cork, 4 121
Galway, 1,510
Clare,
Carrick fergus,

1 112
1 137

Waterford, 1 270

26 5,148

Notwithstanding the precautions taken by the 
Commissioners in giving, full publicity to their 
intention to hold preliminary meetings, and to 
listen to any objections, and to receive evidence, 
it is much to be regietted that those meetings are 
seldom attended by any persons except parties in

terested in obtaining the licences,and consequently 
there is very rarely indeed any opposition to com
pliance with the application to the full extent. 
This absence of interest on the part of the public 
greatly increases the responsibility of the Commis
sioners, and suggests the necessity of adopting 
some governing principle to limit the extent to 
which the shores should be granted, if one could 
hope that the extent of ground licensed, in each 
case, was at all likely to be stocked with oysters. 
The prospects of a greatly increased supply of most 
valuable fish would be most gratifying; and I think 
that those places should still be considered subject 
to the supervision of the Commissioners, and that 
periodical inquiries should be held to ascertain the 
extent to which actual cultivation had extended. 
It is quite necessary that the powers of the Com
missioners, under the existing statutes, should be 
clearly defined; and the extent fixed, or the terms 
understood, on which licences should be granted 
under the authority of the Sth and 9th Vic., cap. 
108, secs. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, and 21 ; and the 13th 
and 14th Vic., cap. 88, secs. 41 and 42.

It has boon remarked in most places where I have 
been, within the last season, especially in the 
metropolis, that not only a great scarcity, but a 
marked deterioration in the quality of oysters has 
been observed. The large oysters dredged in 
deep water are seldom seen, and the produce of 
artificial layings, near Dublin, have been greatly 
complained of. We have in our several Reports 
endeavoured to impress upon the public the great 
importance of cultivating this article; and I have 
been watching, with the deepest interest, the 
wonderful progress made by other countries in 
this branch of pisciculture. We have in former 
Reports referred to Quecnboro’, Rochester, and 
Faversham, as well as to Jersey; but the efforts in 
France and Italy arc said to have been most 
miraculously prosperous. The French govern
ment appeared to have spared neither labour nor 
expense in promoting the object. The efforts of 
the celebrated Monsieur Coste arc stated in his 
reports to the government to have been eminently 
successful at the Bay of St. Brieux, on the coast 
of Brittany. The details of this proceeding may 
be found in No. 825 of the “ Family Herald;” and 
a vast deal of information may be gathered from 
an interesting and amusing little shilling book, 
called “ The Oyster,” published this year by 
Trubner and Co., 60, Paternoster-row, London ; 
the last pages of this little book, 105 and 106, 
referring to oyster brood, are deserving of atten
tion. The system pursued for cultivation at 
Commachio, on the Adriatic, is in practice wholly 
unknown in this country; and as the statements 
are authenticated on high authority, may be 
referred to. Monsieur Coste has recently reported 
on the artificial oyster beds on the western coast 
of France. In the Isle of Re, referred to in a 
publication of this year by Mr. Francis (Routledge, 
Warne, and Routledge), p. 226, the whole of the 
chapter 10, on sea fisheries, is worthy of attention. 
It is much to be deplored that there does not exist 
in this country a spirit of enterprise which should 
suggest the formation of small companies for the 
promotion of this important object; nothing could 
possibly be a more legitimate object for the appli
cation of united capital. Notwithstanding the 
length of time which lias elapsed since our first 
oyster licence was granted, 1 have not been able 
to ascertain that any such thing as oyster spat or 
brood has ever been resorted to for stocking the 
beds; it is purchased in vast quantities for the 
English beds, and can be purchased at 4<v. to 5<s'. 6oJ.
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per peck at Font, in Essex, which increase four
fold in three years as oysters.

I have been thus far diffuse upon the subject of 
the oyster fisheries, from a conviction of their 
great importance, and that the supplies have, 
instead of increasing, been rapidly becoming more 
limited. In our Report for 1856, Appendix, page 
5, ice devoted considerable space to the subject, 
and endeavoured to concentrate all the information 
we could procure for persons disposed to entertain 
the object; but I am sorry to say to very little 
purpose. It would not have been so, if the 5,000 
acres we have licensed had been vigorously culti
vated, and we have only to hope that more vigilant 
supervision will arouse a more active spirit among 
the now absolute owners of this great extent of 
shore.

Salmon Fisheries.
The returns from the Conservators of eighteen 

districts will exhibit generally a satisfactory state
ment of improvement in the fishing of 1862, and 
a most flattering prospect for the present season. 
There are but "few exceptions, in districts never 
remarkable for good management, owing chiefly 
to their being too small, and to the limited extent 
of their resources. In Bantry, the year’s revenue 
was only £45, of which £30 only was available 
for the payment of Water-keepers. Here it is 
reported that the general state of the fishery was 
“ very bad that there is “ no improvement;” that 
the take has been a good deal less, but that 
“ double the quantity of breeding fish” has been 
observed in the river compared with the preceding 
year. No suggestions for improvement are offered. 
In this district there are ten bag nets, six draft 
nets, and five drift nets, for which they only charge 
the original moiety of license duty, though long 
since advised to seek for an increase, by which 
they may nearly double their revenue.

From Kenmare we are told that the fishery is 
on the decrease since the bag nets were estab
lished, but that there is a slight improvement, to 
an extent of about one-fifth; that the breeding 
fish observed are about the same in number, 
chiefly young fish, owing to the bag nets being 
set as soon as the season opens, and catching all the 
spring fish; few of them reach the river. The 
writer of this statement, who is not only Clerk to 
the Conservators, but superintendent of a small 
river, a tributary of the Kenmare estuary, enters 
very fully into the causes for decrease, and 
furnishes, in addition to the answers to the queries, 
a detailed statement, which will be found in the 
Appendix.

The revenue of this district, in 1862, was only 
£59 from engines, among which are eleven bag 
nets and nine draft nets, or seines, for which they 
still continue to charge only the moiety of licence 
duty, though advised, as in Bantry, to adopt the 
maximum, which would have increased their re
venue by £41.

Bordering upon Bantry, on the east, comes the 
Skibbereen district, including one of the finest 
second-class rivers on the coast—“ The lien.” Its 
whole revenue for 1862 was £19. There are no 
fixed engines, and only five draft nets, charged also 
at only a moiety, amounting in the whole, to 
£7 10.9., while the rod license produces £11 lO.v. 
Only £13 14.S-. has. been paid for protection, and 
£2 Is. foi pi osecutions, which have only produced 
in fines, 165. 4rf. No salary is charged by the 
gentleman who manages, and he states that'there 
is a marked improvement, and a prospect of further 
improvement; that the take of salmon for 186’? 

has been more than for the t-wo previous years; and 
that the breeding fish is much more than in 1861, 
but that offences have considerably increased: over 
twenty convictions have been obtained at one 
petty sessions.

Notwithstanding this prosperous prospect at 
Skibbereen, I am strongly disposed to recommend 
its union with the districts of Bantry and Kenmare, 
which was the original arrangement made by us 
after the passing of the Assessment Act. ; but we 
were induced, for the accommodation of indivi
duals, to sever the district into three, as 1 believe 
to the great detriment of all.

The third and next district is Ballinakill, on the 
coast of Galway, from Emlagh Point to Slyne 
Head, including the Killcries Bay, and its tribu
taries, where it is stated that there is but a very 
slight improvement, and has been very little more 
productive; that the protection is considerably 
less, and offences against the fishery laws increased; 
the breeding fish observed greater than last year.

The cause assigned for this state of things is, 
in thewordsof the Conservators—“The discontent, 
occasioned by the injuries done the fisheries by the 
tidal fixed engines and other unrestricted inodes 
of killing fish, is such that, if some change is not 
effected, the duties devolving on the Conservators 
arc likely to be entirely disregarded. Last season 
was a little better; but if a decrease goes on at the 
rate of previous years, the rivers will not be 
thought worth preserving; and we attribute this 
last season’s increase to the fact of Hector’s bag 
nets having been carried away in June last.”

The whole revenue from licence duties in this 
district for 1862, was £69, to which was added, 
for fines, &c., £6 Is. 6cZ.

There is no other fixed engine in the district, 
except one box or crib on the Errivc. There was 
another on the Delphi, but since the last lease ex
pired it has not been used; therefore the allusion 
in the observations of the Conservators refers to 
those in the neighbouring district, “ Bangor-in- 
Erris,” which, having been once united to the 
Ballinakill district, formed originally the Westport 
district from Bcnwce Head, in Erris, to Slyne 
Head. This district was divided for the especial 
accommodation of parties interested in the fisheries; 
and the Ballinakill Conservators have very good 
reason to complain, if it be true that the fish on its 
progress to the Killeries Bay is intercepted by the 
bag nets, which certainly abound from Achil Island, 
which is in the Bangor district, where the revenue 
produced from nets and fixed engines amounts to 
£167, not one penny of which the Ballinakill dis
trict participates in. This is another instance of 
the evils of sub-division.

From the Bangor district we have a most 
favourable account of increase and prospects; and 
no wonder,for they appear to have paid their Water 
Bailiffs £147, and a salary to their Manager of 
£24 15.s.; £110 of their revenue was derived from 
fixed engines, all of which they very wisely charge 
at the maximum licence duty.

b rom the district of Londonderry we have no 
answers to queries; but from all the. other districts, 
except those referred to above, we have the most 
favourable accounts, not only of the fishery of 
1862, but of the prospects for the next season.

In the Limerick district they have had an in
crease of revenue of £107 10a* from engines, and 
fines, &c., £91 11 s. 9rZ.

Their bag nets increased from
Stake nets do., from

62 to
29 to

73
37

Fly nets decreased from . ’ 17 to 11
Salmon rods do , from . 261 to 259
Cross-lines increased from , 49 to 56
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The change macle in the time of closing in tliis 
district seems to have worked well. The Conser
vators report that the fishery has been very satis
factory, so far as regards the supply of fish, and 
their average size and weight, with a prospect of 
further improvement. The take of salmon in the 
tideway was considerably more productive, and in 
the fresh water, about equal to the preceding year; 
the breeding fish observable considerably greater. 
Offences against the Law are said to have greatly 
increased.

Very little remains to be said of the salmon 
fisheries. The season has been generally admitted, 
with only a very few exceptions, to have been 
most unusually productive, and the prospects most 
favourable.

The essential objects for rendering our salmon 
fisheries more valuable are—

1st. A judicious modification and a consolida
tion of the existing law.

2nd. A more vigorous administration of the

laws by the superintending department, with an 
adequate staff.

3rd. More vigilance and activity on the part of 
Conservators; and, in some cases, an improved class 
of managers, fairly paid by increased funds, to be 
provided from further assessment, proportioned to 
the productiveness of engines.

4th. A considerable curtailment of the open sea
son for fishing at both ends generally, in order to 
permit the spent fish to descend, and the breeding 
fish to come up to the spawning grounds.

5th. An increase in the weekly close time, in 
order to insure a more equal distribution of the fish 
amongst the different classes interested, and an 
abundant stock for the spawning grounds.

6th. A close, and active, and vigilant attention to 
the spawning fish during the period of incubation; 
and a rigorous enforcement of the extreme penal
ties for killing fish at that period, or for using 
spears, lights, gaffs, strokehawls, or, above all, for 
using poison.

Dated 21 th April, 1863.

James Redmond Barry,

Inspecting Commissioner of Fisheries for Ireland.

fAPPENDIX, No. 1.
B 2
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Appendix, No. 1.
Great Southern and Western Railway.

Quantity of Fish conveyed by the Great Southern and Western Railway for the year ending 31st 
December, 1862.

Salmon, 247 tons. Other kinds, 898 tons. Total, 1,145 tons.

Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland.

Quantity of Fish conveyed by the Midland Great Western Railway for year ending 31st December, 1862.
Description of Fish. Tons. cwts. qrs,

Coarse fish (cod and hake), . 186 10 3
Fine fish, .... . 10 7 1
Salmon, .... . *98 10 2
Oysters, .... . 421 19 3
Lobsters, .... . 68 7 1

Total, . 785 14 2

Rates of Carriage of Fish.
Under 5 cwt. Over 5 cwt.

Cod, turbot, etc., . Is. 9d. Is. 6d. per cwt
Salmon, . Is. 9tZ. do.
Lobsters, . 2s. Id. do.
Oysters, • • . 26s. 6cZ. per ton,

*Salmon in boxes not exceeding 2| cw•t. 4s. each.

Waterford and Limerick Railway.

Appendix,

Schedule of Licence Duties received by the Boards of

District.

Number and Description of Licences sold in 1801.

1861.

Amount 
of

Licence 
Duty.

1861.

Percentage 
on 

Poor I.aw 
Valuation.

1861.

Total
Amount 
received 

for Licence 
Duties.
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Ave
rage 
No. 
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£

4- a. d. £ 3. d. £ 8. d.\

1. Dublin, 162 2 - 15 - - 1 2 1 - - - - - - - - 147 0 0 — 117 0 0! 271

2. Wexford, 81 - - 48 - 2 - 12 - - - - - - - - 141 0 0 144 0 O' 421

3. Waterford, 127 55 178 9 25 • - - 3 - 10 35 8 16 - - - - 600 3 4 —• GOO 3 4 1,251

4, Lismore, 121 89 1 5 - - - 14 3 25 14 - - - - - - 411 5 0 40 0 0 481 5 () 515

5. Cork, . 273 13 - 33 - - * 10 - - - 3 - - - - 289 0 0 — 289 0 0 539

6*.  Skibbereen, . 16 8 - 20 0 0 — 20 0 0
,ul

62. Bantry, 9 - - 6 4 ' - - 8 - - - - - - - - - 39 10 0 — 39 10 0 97

63. Kenmare, 29 - - 7 - - - 12 1 - - - - ] - - - 60 10 0 — 60 10 0 129

7. Killarney, 93 8 - 46 - - - 2 - 5 - 1 - - - - - 205 0 0 — 205 0 0 415

8. Limerick, 261 49 21 96 - - 30 62 17 29 1 14 116 - - - 1,123 16 8 — 1,123 16 8 1,838

9. Galway, 170 12 - 12 - 2 - 3 - - - 8 21 - - - - 189 5 0 —• 189 5 0 331

lO’.Ballynakill, . 51 - - 12 - - 1 - - - - 1 - - 68 10 0 —— 68 10 0 127

102. Bangor, 21 - - 22 - - - 19 1 - - 3 - - 191 10 0 — 191 10 0 235

11. Ballina, 52 - - 8 1 - - 8 - - - 10 12 - - - - 155 0 0 — 155 0 0 165
12. Sligo, . 57 — 11 - - - 4 - - - J - - - 100 10 0 — 100 10 0 J68

13. Ballyshannon, 55 6 - 7 - - 1 14 - 1 - 6 - 26 - - 231 0 0 80 0 0 311 0 0 203
14. Letterkenny,. 20 - - 7 1 - - 12 1 1 - ft - - 6 - 77 10 0 — 77 10 0 131
151.Londonderry, 21 6 - 16 - - 3 20 — 9 - 1 1 - - - 317 10 0 — 317 10 0 257

■15’. Coleraine, 28 4 - 82 - 186 - 10 - - - 5 * - 31 - 330 10 0 75 17 0 106 7 0 1.01C
1
1

16. Ballycastle, • 32 - - 3 - - - 26 - - - 3 1 - 166 10 0 — 166 10 I 157
I

17. Drogheda, 81 10 6 50 — - - 11 - - — 7 - - - 221 10 0 — 221 10 < 651

—
1758 254 200 506 31 190 36

____
255 24 80 ,0 79 321 1 6

I
5,125 10 ( 195 17 C

' 5.321 7 
J____ _______

9,017
1_______

Salmon Rods, . . ] man.
Cross Linos, , . 2 mon.
Snap Nets, . , 4 do.

Draft Nets, . 
Drift Nets, . 
Trammel Nets,

• 6 men,
. 5 do.
. 2 do.

The estimate of the average number of
Pole Nets, 
Bag Nets, 
Fly Nets,

. 3 men. 
, 1 do.
, 4 do.

To Waterford. To England 
via Waterford.

Description. Tons. Tons. Rate.

Salmon, . 35 301 To Waterford for the Waterford fish,
Eels, — 37 40s. per ton. Bate to Waterford
Shell Fish, 1 - for the London fish, 30s.
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Dublin and Drogheda Railway.

The estimated quantity of Fish conveyed for the year ending 31st December, 1862, arriving in Dublin from 
the different Stations on and in connexion with this Line :—

Tons. cwts. qrs. Rates of Carriage.

Drogheda, . 13 7 3 9s. 8d. per ton.
Balbriggan, 24 3 2 7s. 2d. „
Skerries, . 31 18 0 6s. 2d. „
Rush, 2 4 0 5s. 2d. „
Howth, . 932 12 0 4s. Od. and Herrings 2s. lOd.

Total, . . 1,004 5 1

Appendix, No. 2.

Name.
Colonel Vandelcur,
Lord Wallscourt, .
John Stratford Kirwan, Esq.,
P. M‘Cawley, Esq.,
R. E. Lynch,
Lord Fortescue,
Patrick Mark Lynch,
The Marquess of Sligo,
A. W. Wyndham,

Applications to form or plant Oyster Beds.
Place.

. Poulnasherry Bay,

. Galway Bay, . . . . .

. Muckanish Bay,....

. Derryinver and Barnaderg Bays,

. Galway Bay, ....

. Traniore Bay, ....

. Galway Bay, ....

. Clew Bay, ....

. Newport Bay, ....

Observations.
Under consideration. 

Ditto.
Refused.
Under consideration.

Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.

No. 3.

Conservators in Ireland for the Years 1861 and 1862.

. 2 men. 
, 0 do.
. 1 man.

Number and Description of Licences sold in 1802.

1862.

Amount 
of

Licence 
Duty.

1862.

Per 
ceutage on 
Poor Law 
Valuation.

1862.

Total
Amount 
received 

for Licence
Duties.

1862.

Ave
rage 
No. 
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ployed.

Increase or Decrease between 
1861 and 1862.
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Increase 
in 

Amount.

Decrease 
in 

Amount.
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ea

se
 in

N
um

be
r e

m
pl

oy
ed
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£ s. d £ t. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d £ s. d
162 - 10 - - - 2 1 126 0 0 — 126 0 0 234 — 21 0 0 - 37

100 - - 43 - 1 - 12 - - - - - - - - — 145 5 0 — 145 5 0 408 1 5 0 - 13

146 65 180 8 28 - 4 - 11 36 20 - - - - 637 0 0 637 0 0 1,322 36 16 8 — 71 -

116 88 14 4 - - - 10 3 25 14 - 1 - - - - 429 0 0 40 0 0 469 0 0 540 — 15 5 0 25 -

293 14 24 - - - - 9 - - - 3 - - - - - 276 10 0 — 276 10 0 454 — 12 10 0 - 85

23 19 0 0 — 19 0 0 53 — 1 0 0 - 11

47 10 0 — 47 10 0 113 8 0 0 — 16 -

30 - - 9 - - - 11 - - - - - 1 - - - 59 0 0 — 59 0 0 134 — 1 10 0 5 -

115 5 - 45 - - - 1 - 0 4 - - - - - 213 10 0 — 213 10 0 425 8 10 0 — 10 -

259 56 23 93 - - 29 73 11 37 - 12 171 - - - - 1227 6 8 — 1227 6 8 1,945 103 10 0 — 107 -

166 5 - 10 2 - 3 - - - 8 21 - - - - 172 5 0 — 172 5 0 297 — 17 0 0 - 37

48 1 - 12 - 1 - - - 1 - - - - - 69 0 0 — • 69 0 0 126 0 10 0 - 1

26 - - 19 - - - 20 - - - 2 - - - - - 180 0 0 — 180 0 0 221 r* 11 10 0 - 14

58 - 9 3 - _ - 9 - - - 10 12 - - - - 172 0 0 — 172 0 0 197 17 0 0 — 32 -

38 - - 13 - - - o - - - 1 5 - - - - 78 0 0 — 78 0 0 135 — 22 10 0 - 33

61 4 - 8 - - 2 11 - 1 - 6 - - 27 - - 227 0 0 80 0 0 307 0 0 203 — 4 0 0 - -

18 - - 9 - - - 11 2 1 - 3 - - - ] - 132 0 0 — 132 0 0 130 54 10 0 — - 4

20 7 17 " i - 2 19 - 9 - 1 - - - - - 314 0 0 — 314 0 0 255 — 3 10 0 - 2

41 O 1 93 - 125 - 8 - - - 5 95 - 29 - - 341 5 0 46 7 0 387 12 0 1,113 *— 18 15 0 67 -

39 - — ; 1 - 26 - - 3 1 - - - - 167 0 0 — 167 0 0 152 0 10 0 — - 5

94 9 ol
1

47 ~ I - 11 - - - 7 81 - - - - 218 0 0 — 218 0 0 633 — 6 10 0 - 18

1771 l 256 462
3(11

128 34 252 17 99 50 71 250 1 57 1 - 5,250 11 8 166 7 0 5,416 18 8
9,090^230 11 8

185 0 0 333 2Go|

Gap,Eye,&C. .
Sweepers
CogliillB,

men employed is made up as follows:— 
Stake Nets, . . 4 men.
Head weirs, . . 1 man.
Box,crib,&c.(cvery (>) £ men.

| Loop or Frame Nets, . 1 mon.
I Trammel Nets., . 1 do.



Appendix, No. 4.Amount of Licence Duty received for the different Fishing Engines in Ireland, for the Year 1862, in each District.

Gross Total, £5,260 Us. 6c/»

District. Single 
Rods.

Cross 
Lines.

Snap Nets. Draft Nets. Drift Nets. Trammel 
Nets. Pole Nets. Bag Nets. Fly Nets. Stake Nets. Head 

Weirs.
Box, Crib, 

&c.
Gap, Eye, 

&c. Sweepers. Coghills Loop Nets.
Trammel 
Nets, £5.

£ s. d £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ 3. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ 3. d. £ 3. d. £ 3. d.

Dublin, 81 0 0 - - 30 0 0 - - - 10 0 0 5 0 0 - - - — - - —

Wexford, 50 0 0 — - 64 10 0 - 0 15 0 30 0 0 — - - - - - - - —

Waterford, . 73 0 0 86 13 4 180 0 0 16 0 0 56 0 0 - - 13 6 8 - 110 0 0 72 0 0 16 13 4 13 6 8 - - - -

Lismore, 58 0 0 88 0 0 10 10 0 6 0 0 - - - 50 0 0 7 10 0 187 10 0 21 0 0 - 0 10 0 - - —

Cork, . 146 10 0 21 0 0 49 0 0 - - - - 45 0 0 - - - 15 0 0 - - - - —

Skibbereen, . 11 10 0 - - 7 10 0 - - - - - - - - - - - — —

Bantry, 6 0 0 - - 9 0 0 7 10 0 - - 25 0 0 - - - - - - - - —

Kenmare, 15 0 0 - - 13 10 0 - - - 27 10 0 - - - - - 3 0 0 - - —

Killarney, 57 10 0 7 10 0 - 90 0 0 - - - 3 10 0 - 45 0 0 - 10 0 0 - - - - -

Limerick, 129 10 0 74 13 4 23 0 0 186 0 0 - - 38 13 4 243 6 8 36 13 4 370 0 0 - 40 0 0 85 10 0 - - — -

Galway, 83 0 0 7 10 0 - 22 10 0 - 2 5 0 - 11 5 0 - - - 30 0 0 15 15 0 - - - -

Ballynakill, . 24 0 0 2 0 0 - 36 0 0 - - 2 0 0 - - - - 5 0 0 - - - - —

Bangor, 13 0 0 - - 57 0 0 - - - 100 0 0 - - - 10 0 0 - - - - -

Ballina, 29 0 0 - - 27 0 0 9 0 0 - - 45 0 0 - - - 50 0 0 12 0 0 - - - -

Sligo, . 19 0 0 - - 39 0 0 - - - 10 0 0 - - - 5 0 0 5 0 0 - - - -

Ballysliannon, 64 0 0 8 0 0 24 0 0 - - 4 0 0 55 0 0 - 15 0 0 - 30 0 0 - - 27 0 0 —

Letterkenny, 9 0 0 27 0 0 - - — 55 0 0 10 0 0 15 0 0 - 15 0 0 - - 1 0 0 -

Londonderry, 10 0 0 14 0 0 51 0 0 - - 4 0 0 95 0 0 - 135 0 0 - 5 0 0 - - r-

Coleraine, 22 0 0 2 0 0 0 15 0 139 10 0 - 62 10 0 - 40 0 0 - - - 12 10 0 47 10 0 - 14 10 0 -

Bally castle, 19 10 0 - 1 10 0 - - - 130 0 0 - - - 15 0 0 10 0 - - *- -

Drogheda, 47 0 0 9 0 0 4 10 0 70 10 0 - - - 27 JO 0 - — 1 — 17 10 0 42 0 0 - - - -

Total, . 967 10 0 320 6 8 267 15 0 917 10 0 72 10 0 65 10 0 48 13 4 1,016 8 4 59 3 4 877 10 0 93 0 0 276 13 4 222 11 8 3 0 0 41 10 0 1 0 c -
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Appendix, No. 5.

A Return of the Quantity of Fish taken by One Stake Weir between 1852 and 1862, inclusive.

Date. No. of 
Salmon Weight. Monthly

Receipts. Yearly Receipts.

1852. lb. £ s. d

To
ns

. cw
ts.

 qrs
. lb

s. 
1 18 1

 23Feb. 1, . 10 87 9 7 5J
March, . 74 661 5111 Oj
April, 105 835 66 16
May,
June,

89
210

891
1.041

51 5 8J
40 9 O’

July, 120 594 21 17 8
August, . 41 198 8 17 6

649 4,307 — £250 5 0 |

1853.
Feb. 1, . 18 170 18 7 3

To
ns

. cw
ts.

 qrs
. lb

s. 
2 16 1

 19March, 82 846 64 10 9
April, 112 1,205 71 13 11
May, 87 885 53 1 9
June, 142 960 47 111
July, 293 1,527 49 16 8
August 1, 130 726 28 1 74—

864 6,319 — £322 13 104

1854.
Feb. 1, . 71 619 54 16 11

To
ns

. cw
ts.

 qrs
. lb

s.
4 12 

0 6March, . 101 902 61 11 11$
April, 161 1.461 69 4 04
May, 123 1,201 53 18 64
June, 411 2,731 83 16 14
July, 399 2,456 70 6 34
August, . 114 910 27 0 114

] ,380 10,310 — £420 14 10$

1855.
Feb. 1, . 80 739 58 4 3

To
ns

. cw
ts.

 qrs
. lb

s.
3 7 0

 4March, . 152 1,428 97 14 2$
April, 89 901 59 10 14
May,' . 68 663 39 5 44
June, 123 845 43 17 8
July, 187 1,002 30 9 9$
August, . 359 1,930 61 9 84

1,058 7,508 — £390 11 14

1856.
Feb. 1, • 46 476 37 3 44

To
ns

. cw
ts.

 qrs
. lb

s. 
4 

7 
2 25March, 105 1,011 78 15 3$

116 1,165 72 11 84
May, 202 2,205 106 8 3
June, 258 1,652 50 16 10$
July, 356 1,819 40 14 8
August, . 212 1,281 30 11 10
Sept., 31 216 6 7 3

1,326 9,825 — £123 9 8 1
1857.

Feb. 12, . 43 407 30 0 104

To
ns

. cw
ts.

 qrs
. lb

s. 
5 

0 0 
34March, 140 1,341 112 14 04

April, 313 3,079 97 10 8
May, 21(> 2,218 124 12 2
June, 390 2,639 124 1 24
July, 211 933 31 6 7 A
August, . 110 542 23 3 11
Sept., 9 42 5 12 7$

1,432 1,234 — £549 2 1$

Date. No. of 
Salmon. Weight. Monthly

Receipts. Yearly Receipts.

1858. 
Fob. 12, . 
March, 
April, 
May, 
June, 
J uly, 
August, . 
Sept.,

63
122
216
207
166
411
283

31

lb.
541

1,167 
2,063 
1,691 
1,267 
2,220 
1,610

261

£ s. d.
41 9 4$
83 12 8$

135 11 31
93 2 4'
67 18 2
73 4 1
51 18 2
112 8 To

ns
. cw

ts.
 qrs

. lb
s. 

4 16 
2 12

1,499 10,820 — £557 18 9

1859. 
Feb. 12, . 
March, 
April, 
May, 
June, 
July, 
August, .

69
325
306
240
160
480
197

426
2,303
3,860
2,309
1,485
2,191
1,131

48 17 10$
188 6 8$
283 7 14
137 5 04
82 15 74

185 2 7"
39 18 1$ To

ns
. cw

ts.
 qrs

. lb
s. 

6 2 1 
13

1,777 13,705 — £965 12 8

1860. 
Feb. 12, . 
March, 
April, 
May, 
June, 
July, 
August, . 
Sept.,

43
169
151
270

405
84
19

438
1,477
1,573
2,452
3,543
2,053

498
224

46 13 2$
123 13 44
105 11 9$
154 12 7
197 6 24
82 9 1
44 18 2
17 12 4 To

ns
. c

w
ts.

 qr
s. l

bs
. 

5 0 1 
22

- 1,698 12,258 — £772 16 9$

1861. 
Feb. 12, . 
March, 
April, 
May, 
June, 
July, 
August, .

12
83

145
124
316
407

83

162
885

1,559
1,130
2,143
2,118

525

20 3 4
87 15 4$

141 11 8$
89 7 8

115 3 04
86 5 94 

' 32 18 1 To
ns

. cw
ts.

 qr
s. l

bs
. 

3 
16

 0 10
1,170 8,522 — £573 5 0

1862. 
Feb. 12, . 
March, . 
April, 
May, 
June, 
J uly, 
August, .

/ *2
241
308
472
284
801
313

657
2,436
3,369
5,140
1,125
4,943
2.409

61 1 6
203 15 7
341 15 114
363 6 11
160 12 34
185 13 2$
110 9 ej To

ns
. cw

ts.
 qrs

. lb
s.

8 19 
1 3

2,521 20,079 — £1,426 15 0

1863.
February, 144 1,473 115 13 10$

The above Return was extracted from original records 
in the possession of a Stake Weir Lessee, a gentleman of 
high character and respectability, and I have the best 
reasons to believe that it is a true and faithful return.

J. Redmond Barry.

[No. 6.
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Appendix,

Abstract of Statements from Boards of Conservators as

Number and Name of
District.

General state of the Salmon and 
Inland Fisheries of Ireland.

Whether the Take of Salmon in 1862 
was more or less productive 

than in 1861.

1

Average price of Salmon obtained 1 
bv the Captors.

■

Whether Salmon 
purchased chiefly f<>r 

Exportation or Homo Con
sumption.

1.—Dublin, . On the whole the fisheries of this 
district are in rather a prosper
ous state, and there is an ap
pearance of further improve
ment therein.

The take has been somewhat more 
than it was the preceding year. 
1861.

1
From Is. to Is. Gd. per pound.1 Rarely for exportation.

2.—Wexford, The general state of the fisheries 
of this district is good, but no 
sign of improvement therein.

The take of fish has been greater 
in 1862 than it had been in 1861.

From Is. to Is. 6d. per pound. Home consumption.

3.—Waterford, More promising and productive 
than they have been for the 
past twenty years. The same 
extraordinary improvement no
ticed last year still continues 
here, as appears manifest from 
the large sales being double 
those of the past year—so that 
the improvement in 1862 has 
been even of a more marked 
character than in 1861.

1862 has been far more productiv e 
than the preceding year, as the 
fish-house, book, sheds, and ge
neral experience, must acknow
ledge this year to have been 
more abundant than any of the 
twenty years previous had been.

The captors of salmon ob
tained from Is. l}d. to 2s. 
per lb. from local fishmon
gers, to whom they all sell 
them. The price is govern
ed chiefly by the English 
market.

About two-thirds pur
chased for exportation, 
and one-third for home 
consumption.

4.—Lismore, . Very good. The take in 1862 exceeds that of 
1861, and the fish heavier, and 
in the finest condition.

Average for season, Is. per lb. Almost exclusively for 
exportation.

5.—Cork, Improved, and prospect of further 
improvement.

1862 more productive in the take 
of salmon than preceding year 
had been.

Is. 2d. per lb. Nearly seven-eighths for 
exportation.

61.—Skibbereen, . There is a marked improvement 
the past year, and further im
provement expected.

The take of salmon in 1862 has 
been equal to the quantity taken 
for the two previous years, to
gether.

Gd. per lb. Chiefly for home con
sumption.

6*.—Bantry, . Very bad; no sign of improve
ment.

A good deal less taken in 1862. Cd. per lb. All for exportation.

6s.—Kenmare, Injured by bag-nets; but there 
has been a slight improvement 
in 1862 over 1861, and from the 
quiet state of the waters here 
for months past, a further im
provement in the number of 
salmon is hoped for.

Increased about one-fifth over the 
take in 1861.

Gd. per lb. All sent to Dublin market, 
except about two per 
cent., which is con
sumed in the locality.

7. —Killarney.

8. —Limerick, .

Very good, and good prospect of 
improvement.

Very satisfactory, as regards 
number taken; their size and 
weight, which improved the 
past year, and the prospect of 
further improvement is good.

Much more productive in 1362.

More productive.

Gd. to Is. Gd. per lb.

Is. Gd. per lb. at present.

Almost all for exporta
tion.

Chiefly for exportation; 
home consumption very 
small.

9.—Galway, . Most satisfactory, and a good 
prospect of further improve
ment.

The last year has been more pro
ductive than any previous year 
recollected.

About lOd. per lb. A good deal exported. 
The salmon are gene
rally sent to Dublin 
and England —about 
one-tenth consumed 
here.

to1.—Ballynakill, . Some slight improvement. A little more productive. Gd. per lb. Home consumption.
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No. 6.

to the State of the Salmon and Inland Fisheries of Ireland.

c

The amount of Protection 
during Close Season of 1862, as 

compared with preceding 
year of 1861,

Whether the quantity of Breed
ing Fish observed in the 

Rivers has been greater or less 
than preceding Year.

Whether Offences against the 
Fishery Laws have diminished.

Suggestions 
from Conservators.

About the same. The quantity reported to have 
been seen was greater.

The use of illegal instruments 
for fishing seldom occurs 
here; but fishingfor salmon, 
under pretence of fishing 
for other fish, is on the in
crease, and bids fair to un
dermine the present Fish
ery Laws.

A revision and consolidation of the present Fishery Laws 
urgently required.

Not so good. Greater. Increased, but fewer prosecu
tions.

Rod-fishing should not be allowed during the close season, 
as it is impossible for water-bailiffs to detect persons 
killing salmon under pretence of fishing for pike. Bag- 
nets are also destructive to the fisheries.

The protection of the salmon 
has been about the same dur
ing the last two years; but the 
state of the waters afforded 
the best protection during 
much of those close seasons.

Greater; and the number of 
spawners appear to be get
ting still more numerous in 
these rivers.

If anything, diminished.

The same protection. Far greater. For many years 
there had not been so many 
as have been in 1862.

Increased. The breeding fish 
have been so numerous on 
the spawning beds this year, 
that it has been found diffi
cult to protect them.

Fishing begins too early. It commenced this year when a 
great number of fish was on the spawning beds, and the 
destruction of them, consequently, was very great.

In general, greater. Much greater. Fewer offences, except in the 
tidal portion of the River 
Lee, where salmon are 
taken under the pretext of 
sprat and herring fishing 
between Cork and Black
rock.

That the use of draft-nets in fresh water portions of all 
rivers be suppressed by an enactment, and to have passes 
made over all mill and other weirs at the expense of the 
owners, and Queen’s gaps in all fishing weirs.

There have been four water 
bailiffs on the Hen, and the 
Constabulary Police rendered 
very great service during the 
past year in reference to pro
tecting the fish, &c.

Much more than preceding 
year.

Increased considerably. Over 
twenty convictions have 
been obtained at one petty 
sessions.

The extension of the season for rod fishing for fourteen 
days longer would tend to increase the funds by having 
a larger number of licenses taken out, and thereby enable 
the Conservators to give increased protection, and would 
not be injurious to any extent.

The same. Double the quantity observed 
in 1862 as compared with 
1861.

Diminished. —

About the same. Much the same, but chiefly 
young fish. The bag-nets 
catch all the spring fish, 
which is detrimental to fish
eries, as one old fish is better 
than ten young ones, whose 
spawn do be weak and do 
not come to perfection.

Diminished. If bag-nets be not done away with, the Conservators are of 
opinion that in years to come salmon will become scarce 
in this country. From practical experience the Inspector 
of Fisheries here is enabled to give the following state
ment relative to Lord Ashtown’s fishery on the river 
Sheen since 1856:—In 1856 the take of salmon was only 
434 ; in 1857, more protection being afforded, it was 1,134 
fishes; in 1858 it was 1,105; in 1859 it was only 396, as 
the bag-nets were numerously set that year; in 1860 it 
was only 391, being less than previous year; in 1861. 
from increased protection of the fish, although the 
slaughter of fish by the bag-nets was great, the number 
taken at Lord Ashtown's fishery was 506 fishes; in 1862 
the take has been 720, being an increase over previous 
year. The great evil of bag-nets is. they’ are stationary 
day and night. The salmon generally keeps the shores 
returning back to the rivers, and never can escape. 
Several people keep bag-nets who have no rivers for 
breeding fish whatsoever, and it is a great hardship on 
those who pay out of their own private funds to be 
breeding salmon for those living along the r i coasts, 
who have only to set bag-nets and kill the fish others 
get so much trouble in protecting. If bag-nets be not 
checked, salmon will become a very rare fish in this 
locality.

Better protection last year. Greater. About the same. —

£50 Ils. more paid for protec
tion in 1862 than was paid 
for same in 1861.

Considerably greater. Rather increased, owing to 
the poverty of the labour
ing class in some parts of 
the District, as well as to 
the great increase of breed
ing fish.

Considerably greater. £ 150 more 
expended on protection than 
had been expended on same 
in any previous year.

Much greater. .More coin ietions for breaches 
of the Fishery Laws have 
been had in 1862 than had 
been in 1861; hut the low
ness of the waters was 
tempting to lads to take a 
fish.

Lough Mask being, for the first time, fairly open, and sal
mon freely passing through the canal made suitable for 
that purpose by Messrs. Ashworth, proprietors of the 
Galway Salmon Fishery, about 770,000 ova were planted 
in the streams of Lough Mask last December, which are 
now in a nourishing state of hatching, large numbers of 
them having already come to life. It will be necessary 
to adopt stringent means to prevent fishing of any kind 
in the salmon-pass between Lough Mask and Lough 
Corrib, otherwise the fish passing through such a narrow 
and shallow stream would be utterly'destroyed. This 
subject should in time receive the serious consideration 
of the Commissioners.

Considerably less. Greater. Increased. The discontent occasioned by the injuries done the fisheries 
here by the tidal fixed engines, and other unrestricted 
modes of killing fish, is such, that if some change is not 
effected, the duties devolving on the Conservators are 
likely to be entirely disregarded. Last season has been 
a little better, but if a decrease goes on at the rate of 
previous years, the river will be thought not worth pre
serving; and we attribute last season's increase to the 
fact (if it be such) of Hector’s bag-nets having been car
ried away in J une last.
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Appendix,

Abstract of Statements from Boards of Conservators as

Number and Name of 
District.

General state of the Salmon and 
Inland Fisheries of Ireland.

Whether the take of Salmon in 1802 
was more or less productive 

than in IdOl.
Average price of Salmon obtained 

by tho captors.

Whether Salmon 
purchasid chit fi t for 

Exportation or Home Con
sumption.

IO2.—Bangor, . Very improved. Twice as much taken in 1862. lOd. per lb. All exported.

11.—Ballina, . Improved, and prospect of further 
improvement.

More productive than 1861. ■Id. to Gd. per lb. The greater portion ex
ported.

12.—Sligo, Very good, and likely to improve 
further.

The take has been greater in 1862 
than in 1861.

•— Home consumption.

13.—Ballyshannon,. A prospect of improvement in this 
district.

Much the same each year. Gd. per lb. Nearly all exported.

14.—Letterkenny, .

151.—Londonderry,

Improved.

Nil.

More productive in 1862.

A little more in 1862. Nil.

Chiefly for exportation, 
but any purchased for 
home use, may lie had 
at exporter’s price.

Greater part exported.

152.—Coleraine, Most flourishing here. Much im
proved, and a prospect of further 
improvement.

A great deal more productive this 
year than in 1861, particularly 
in the inland portion of the 
district.

From Gd. to 2s. 4d. per lb. About twp-tlnrds pur
chased for exportation, 
and the remaining one- 
thirdconsumedat home.

16.—Ballycastle, Improving. There is some pros
pect of being better.

Much the same. . From Gd. to 2s. About four-fifths for ex
portation, and the re
mainder for home sup-

17-—Drogheda, Good. They have improved here 
since last report, in consequence, 
it is believed, of better protec
tion of breeding fish, and the 
wetness of the seasons latterly 
has also been favourable to the 
fisheries. It is the general 
opinion that, from the increase 
of bag-nets, no amount of pro
tection will be sufficient to meet 
the over capture by these en
gines.

.Something more than in 1861. About Is. per lb.
ply.

About ninety - five per 
cent, purchased for ex
portation.

Appendix,

Schedule of Licence Duties payable in each District in

District. 1. Salmon 
Rods.

2. Cross 
Lincs.

3. Snap 
Nets.

<1. Draft 
Nets.

5. Drift 
Nets.

G. Trammel 
Nets 

for Pollen.
7. Pole 
Nets.

1. Dublin, .....
2. Wexford, .....
3. Waterford, ....
4. Lismore, .....

5. Cork, .....

61. Skibbereen, ....
6®. Bantry, .....
6s. Kenmare, ....
7. Killarncy, ....
8. Limerick, ....
9. Galway, .....

101. Ballynakill, . . . .
102. Bangor, .....
11. Ballina, .....
12. Sligo, .....
13. Ballyshannon, ....
14. Letterkenny, .... 
15*. Londonderry, .... 
J 5®. Coleraine, ....
IB. Ballycastle, ....
17. Drogheda, . . . ’

£ s. d.

0 10 0
0 10 0
0 10 0
0 10 0

0 10 0

0 10 0
0 10 0
0 10 0
0 10 o
0 10 0
0 10 0
0 10 0
0 10 o
0 10 0
0 10 0
1 0 0
0 10 0
0 10 0
0 10 0
0 10 0
0 10 0

.£ s. d.

2 0 0
1 0 0
1 6 8
1 0 0

1 10 0

1 0 0
1 0 0
1 0 0
1 10 0
10 8
1 10 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
1 0 O
2 0 0
1 0 0

.£ 8. d.

1 10 0
0 15 0
I 0 0
0 15 0

0 15 0

0 15 0
0 15 0
0 15 0
1 0 0
1 0 0
1 2 (i
1 10 0
110 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
110 0
1 10 0
0 15 0
1 10 0
0 15 0

£ s. d.

3 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
1 10 0 

r Tidal. 
! 1 10 0 
] Up. Waters. 
L2 0 0

1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 5 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
1 10 0
3 0 0
1 10 0

.£ s. d.

3 0 0
1 10 o
2 0 0
1 10 0

‘1 10 o

1 10 0
1 10 o
1 10 0
1 10 o
2 0 0
2 5 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 u 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
1 10 0
3 0 0
1 10 0

4? 8. d.

1 10 o 
0 15 0
1 0 0
0 15 0

0 15 0

0 15 0
0 15 0
0 15 0
0 15 0
1 0 0
1 2 6
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 o 
0 10 o
] 10 o
0 15 0

£ s. d.

.2 0 0
I 0 0
] 6 8
1 0 0

10 0

1 o 0
1 0 0
1 0 0
1 o 0
1 (> 8
1 10 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
1 o 0
2 0 o
1 0 0



FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND. 19

No. 6—continued.

to the State of the Salmon and Inland Fisheries of Ireland—continued.

The amount of Protection 
during Close Season of 1862, as 

compared with preceding 
year of 1861.

Whether tho quantity of Breed
ing Fish observed in tho 

Rivers has been greater or less 
than preceding Y car.

Whether Offences against tho 
Fishery Laws have diminished.

Suggestions 
from Conservators.

£189 19s. Gd. paid by the Con
servators, and as much by the 
occupiers of the fisheries, for 
protection.

Much greater. Increased. One of the Conservators, Mr. Petrie, would wish to get 
leave to fish the Munhim fishery in the month of January, 
as the best part of the Munhim season is over on the 1st 
of February, when he has leave to fish.

£11 10s. more paid for protec
tion this year.

About the same. Much the same. —

The same. Much more this year. Rather more offences the past 
year.

The same. Greater in 1862 than in 1861; 
but the state of the waters 
in 1862 rendered them more 
easily seen than in preced
ing year.

Increased, and more prosecu
tions.

— Greater in 1862 than preced
ing year.

About the same. —•

About the same. Greater. Increased. There should be greater facility for prosecuting in cases of 
illegal fishing.

There are one inspector, two 
deputy-inspectors, and forty 
water-bailiffs, at a cost of 
£376 per annum. These have 
permanent appointments.

Greater than preceding year. 
The spawning continued 
during the whole of the 
close season, and great 
hopes are entertained of 
vastly increased numbers 
being captured in 1863.

Diminished in some parts of 
the District, and increased 
in other parts of it.

The total abolition of draft-nets in Lough Neagh is re
quired. Besides the great injury done to the pollen 
fishery, considerable injury is done to the salmon fry. 
A system of drafting, or, as it is called, “snaring" (to 
which reference was made more fully in last year’s Re
port, and to which it is begged to call attention), is likely 
to destroy the pollen fishery altogether in Lough Neagh. 
Were draft-nets abolished altogether, and no nets but 
trammel or set nets permitted in Lough Neagh, it would 
do an incalculable amount of good to the salmon as well 
as to the pollen fishery. Even those who use draft-nets 
admit that if it was the law not to use draft-nets they 
would be glad, and would stop at once.

Much alike. Much greater. Increased very much during 
last close season.

—

It has been much better than Far greater the past season. Rather diminished and likely The Conservators should be consulted before any flue for
in 1861. and over a more extensive 

spawning ground, in conse
quence of ladders, passes, 
<fcc., provided to facilitate 
their ascent.

to decrease, the Conserva
tors having prosecuted to 
conviction, under the ad
vice of the law officers of 
the Crown, four parties for 
offences against the Fishery 
Laws. The fines and costs 
imposed in these cases being 
remitted, the Conservators 
being, therefore, at the 
expense incurred thereby, 
thought it useless to pro
ceed against other engines 
still existing.

a Fishery Law offence he remitted.

No. 7.

Ireland on Engines used for Fishing, on 31st March, 1863.

8. Bag Nets 9. Fly Nets. 10. Stake Nets. 11. Head 
Weirs.

12. Box, Crib, 
&c.

13. Gap, Eye, 
Ato. 14. Sweepers. 15. Coghills. 16. Loop Nets.

£ t. d. .£*  s. d. ;£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ «. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.

5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — — —
5 0 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 —■■■ — —•
3 6 8 3 6 8 10 0 0 2 0 0 3 6 8 0 13 4 — —
5 0 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — — —

5 0 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 5 0 0 0 10 0 — —

2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — MM
2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 J 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — —
2 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 3 0 0 1 10 0 —-
3 10 0 2 10 0 7 10 O 2 0 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — — —•
3 6 8 3 6 8 10 0 0 2 0 0 3 6 8 0 10 0 — —• —■
3 15 0 3 15 0 11 5 0 2 5 0 3 13 0 0 15 0 1' —
5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 —-
5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — — ——-
5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — —
5 0 0 r> 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 ——
5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — —-
5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 0 10 0 — —• 1 0 0
5 0 0 5 0 0 15 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 — —
5 0 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 ■ - ™ —
5 0 0 5 0 0 15 O 0 3 0 0 5 O 0 1 o o — — ■ ■■ ■
5 0 0 2 10 0 7 10 0 1 10 0 2 10 0 0 10 0 — — —

C2



20 APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE

Appendix,
State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1863, pursuant to the

Name 
of District. Boundaries. Registering Officer.

1st Class employed 
in 18G2.

2nd Class employed 
in 18G2.

Total employed 
in 1862.

1st Class employed 
in 1863.

__ I
Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Aten. Boys. Vessels. Aten. nBoys Vessels. Afen. Boys.

Dublin, From Whip of Water, 
Nth., to the Breaches, 
South.

Loftus Robinson, . 65 220 56 115 283 55 180 503 111 47
I

141 | 47

Arklow, From the Breaches to 
Sluice River.

i

G. M. Balfour, 101 635 77 106 520 40 210 1,155 117 120 83

Wexford, . From Sluice River to 
Bannow, Co. Wexford.

J. II. Cave, 33

i

177 o 243 1,014 32 276 1,221 34 31 161 1

Waterford, . From Bannow to Bally- 
voileBridge,Co. Water
ford.

G. M. Purvia. 46 173 14 261 939 33 307 1,1 12 47 38 143 13

Youghal, From Ballyvoile to 
Garrarow. J. A. St. Leger, . 60 338 23 254 1,135 88 314 1,473 11) 60 338 23

Queenstown, From Ballycotton Bay 
to Ringabelia Bay, 
Queenstown Harbour.

George D. Broad, 42 152 15 277 975 50 319 1,127 65 50 185 15

Kinsale, From Flat Head to 
Inchy Bridge. C. T. Dench, 49 303 25 476 2,629 88 525 2,932 113 48 374 31

Skibbereen, From HollyinchyBridge 
to Three Castle Head. Sam.P.Townsend, 22 119 33 727 3,451 591 749 3,570 624 23 124 43

Bantry, From Three Castlellead 
to Glengariff. W. Townsend, 7 28 - 232 1,053 - 239 1,081 - 5 25 -

Castletown, From Shot Head to 
bneem, Co. Kerry, W. Bailey, . 6 25 4 441 2,442 357 447 2,467 361 7 28 4

Westcove, . From Sneern to River 
Eroyknock. J. K. White, 7 14 6 120 390 80 127 404 86 8 16 8



FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND 21

No. 8.

5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1862.

1 2nd Class employed 
in 1863.

Total employed 
in 1863.

Increase since 
1862.

Decrease since 
1862. Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Commanders of 

Coast-Guards and other Registering Officers, up to the 
1st January, 1863.

1 Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys.

49 98 49 96 239 96 - 84 264 15 There is an improvement in the general condition of the fisheries of this 
district, and signs of further improvement. The last year has been 
rather more productive than the preceding year in the take of fish. 
The salmon fisheries have improved. No new mode of capturing them 
has been introduced in the district. There is no Fish Curing Establish
ment in the district. The fishermen arc orderly and peaceable, having 
no conllicts between parties pursuing diflereiit modes of fishing. The 
registry of vessels perfect in the district.

114 560 40 234 1,282 125 24 127 8 The boats and gear of this district arc in good condition, and some im
provement in nets latterly for herring fishing ; they arc deeper, but 
owing to a bar forming acioss the mouth ot the harbour, which might bo 
remedied, tho boats were frequently prevented from putting out from 
Arklow, and consequently the fishery has been less productive the last 
year than it was in 1861. Tho same may be said of Courtown harbour. 
The salmon fisheries continue about the same as last year; but the 
practice of shooting the salmon oft' tho headlands is detrimental to tho 
fisheries, as wounded fish die, and sharks oiten follow them. No Fish 
Curing E tiblishment in the district. The fishermen are orderly and 
peaceable, having no conflicts between them. Registry ot vessels com
plete here.

212 946 31 243 1,107 32 33 114 2 Cannot make a comparison between the fisheries of this district now and 
in 1811; but there is no sign of their improvement of late years. Tho 
produce from fishing has not been so good the last year as it was in 1861. 
Salmon fisheries have not improved here—b ig-nctsand seines only used 
to take them. There is no Curing Establishment for fish in the district 
The fishermen are orderly and peaceable. Registry perfect for vessels 
of this district.

271 974 36 309 1,117 49 2 5 2 — — — No improvement in boats, gear, &c., scarcely, and the take of fish has 
been less this year, if anything, than it was in 1861 in this district. 
Salmon fishing has been successful during the season, particulaily by 
bag-nets. No Curing Establishment in the district. No conllicts 
among fishermen; they aro orderly and peaceable. Vessels correctly 
registered for district.

138 983 88 198 1,321 111 10 ] 16 152 — In this district there hns been a great reduction of boats, yet there is sign 
of improvement. Take of round fish less in 1862 than in 1861 ; but 
there has been an immense take of .‘■prats. Salmon fishery improved. 
Bag and fly nets successfully used for capturing them. No Curing 
Establishment for fish in this district No conflicts between the fisher
men : they aro peaceable. Registry of vessels in a confused state in this 
district.

235 947 30 285 1,132 45 34 20 Tho condition of tho fisheries of this district is decidedly bad, and no sign 
of improvement whatever. The last year has been less productive in 
the take of fish than 1861. Salmon aro scarcer than ever. Bag-nets 
only used in taking them. 'No Curing Establishment for fish here. 
Tho fishermen have had fewer conflicts this year than la-t year; they 
are generally orderly and peaceable. The registry of vessels perfect for 
tho district

386 2,178 29 434 2,552 60 9) 380 53 The fisheries of this district arc not improving, except boats and gear, 
which aro better than they had been ; nor is there any appearance of 
improvement. Less lake of fish in 1862 than in 1861. Salmon fisheries 
bad ; only a few taken in the Bandon River, with little success. Two 
Curing Establishments in the district, but they are little used. Fisher
men have no conflicts; they aro orderly and peaceable. All vessels 
registered properly in the district.

819 3,813 290 842 3,937 333 93 367 291 For several years past the condition of tho fisherieshas been getting worse 
in this district, as regards boats, gear, &c., and considerable decrease of 
men and material. Thu severe winters ot late years have caused many 
boats to be much injured, which tho inhabitants aro too poor to restore 
with gear, &c. There is no chance, from all appearance, of any im
provement, unless some considerable pecuniary assistance is afforded to 
enable the fishermen to procure fresh tackling, &c.; their poverty is 
such, that the fisheries must deteriorate unless some assistance bo given 
to them. I would suggest that tho Commissioners advance a sum suffi
cient to repair the boats, nets, &c., charging a per-centage thereon. 
A Fish Curing Establishment was formed at Schull, some years ago, 
which did not succeed, and had to be abandoned. There is no such 
establishment at present in tho district. The fishermen arc orderly and 
peaceable; no conflict of any kind has taken place among them. Re
gistry of vessels appears to bo perfect for the district.

232 J ,053 237 1,078 o 3 — The general condition of this district fisheries has not improved, nor is 
there any sign of improvement. The take of fish less productive last 
year than the preceding year. Salmon fisheries not improved. There 
arc some Curing Establishments in the district, where fish arc cured. 
Conflicts between the fishermen having different modes of fishing less 
frequent the past year; the fishermen arc generally very peaceable. A 
pier is much required at Bantry. Boats returning from fishing at low 
water cannot get in, though it may bo blowing strong. Registry of 
vessels perfect in this district.

465 2,578 374 472 2,606 378 25 139 17 The condition of the fisheries of this district much tho same as in 18-1-1, 
except boats, which are much improved. The produce from fishing 
has been much tho same in 1862 as it was in 1861, in consequence of 
tho boisterous weather both years. The salmon fisheries in this district 
very limited ; no new mode of capture introduced. There is no Fish 
Curing Establishment in tho district, but tho efforts of individual 
fishermen at curing has been very successful. No conflicts occur 
between the fishermen ;they aro both orderly and peaceable. Notwith
standing tho great abundance and variety of fish on the coast, the fish
eries are conducted on a very limited scale. A majority of the fishermen 
arc indigent; many others hold small farms, on which they mainly de
pend for support. Tho formation of companies would tend greatly to 
tho improvement of these fisheries. Tho registry of vessels is not perfect 
in this district, in consequence of tho largo number of boats gone to 
decay, and many others have changed ownership ; also, because of tho 
roeont change in tho boundary of the district. It *9 therefore suggested 
that a revision of tho registry be ordered, and that tho same take place 
periodically, say every tenth year.

131 400 80 139 416 88 12 12 2 — — —
Tho condition of the fisheries remains much tho same in this district 

these many years, without any appearance of '111I>r°veul^Ilt- P'0'
duco of fishing much the same in 1861 and 862. At ’^kwater 
there were more salmon taken last season than there was in 186L but in 
other parts of the district the take both years was nearly alike. No Fish 
Curing Establishment in the district. The fishermen are orderly and 
peaceable. All boats in district registered.

1
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Appendix,

State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 18G3, pursuant to the

Namb Boundaiuks. Registering Officer.

1st Class employed 
in 1862.

2nd Class employed 
in 1862.

Total employed 
in 1862.

1st Class employed 
in 1863.

OF D1STK1CT.

Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys.

Knightstown, From Enagh River to 
Castlemaine.

R. Wilcox, . 1 5 - 198 1,006 6 199 1,011 6 1 5

Dingle, From Cromane Point 
(Bull Head) to Blen- 
nerville.

J. B. Field, . 13 60 o 130 690 - 143 750 o 10 40 -

Ballyhciguc, From Blennerville to 
Cashen River.

A. Kennedy, - - - 7 42 - 7 4 2 - - - -

Kilrush, From Cashen River to 
Kilbaraha.

W. J. Pollard, . -

Boats,
24

Canoes,
173

68

570 -

j. 197
638 - - -

Seafleld, From Blackhead to 
Farrihie Beach.

F. Parke, - - - - - - - - - - -

Galway, From Farrihie to Mason 
Island.

W. H. Phipps, 193 714 25 739 2,218 30 932 2,932 55 165 483 76

Clifden, From Mason Island to 
lluana Point.

J. W. Webb, 61 169 7 527 2,003 30 588 2,172 37 65 180 9

Westport, . From Doobeg to Ruana 
Point.

G. H. Loveridge, . 14 42 9 233 930 413 247 992 422 17 48 9

Keele, From Ballycray Castle 
to Bony Glen.

W. C. Pyper, II 44 11 484 2,218 - 495 2,262 11 11 42 -

Belmullet, . From Butter Point to 
Doona Head.

T. Bate, 4 14 1 211 617 91 215 631 92 2 4 -

Ballycastle,. From Brandy Point, 
Broad Haven, to the 
centre ot Bartra Isle, 
Killala Bay.

W. C. S. Sullivan, - - - 184 983 21 184 9S3 21

Pullendiva,. From Sligo Bridge to 
Ballina Bridge.

R. K. Thompson,. 1 3 - 107 594 108
1 3 -

Sli£O, . From Abbey Point to 
tlio0 Biidge.

W. K. .Shoveller,. 4 12 148 865 55 152 867 55 7
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No. 8—continued.

5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1862.

2nd Class employed 
in 1863.

Total employed 
in 1863.

Increase since 
1862.

Decrease since 
1862. Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Commanders of 

Coast-Guards and other Registering Officers, up to the 
1st January, 1863.Vessel Men. | Boys . Vessel.i. Mon. Boys Vessels . Men. Boys Vessels Men. Boys

220 1,121 6 221 1,126 6 22 115 - - - -- In this district the fisheries arc improved in boats,gear, &c. The take of 
hci rings has been gr. atcr this year than Iasi year, but less of coarse fish 
and ling taken. Salmon fisheries have improved. There were two Fish 
Curing Establishments at Port magee, one of which was in existence up 
t<> this year, tut now discontinued. The fishermen arc orderly and 
peaceable. Fish al ounds > n the coast, and the fisheries could be greatly 
improved hero it some capital were employed lor the purpose. Registry 
of vessels perfect for this district.

118 598 128 638 — — 15 112 2 Boats and gear much improved in this district since 18-14. but continue 
in much the same state these few years. The take of fish last year has 
been very indiflcrent, and salmon fishing very inferior also. No Curing 
Establishment in the District. The Royal Irish Fishery Company 
broke up and sold their boats. The fishermen arc quite orderly and 
peaceable. Registry of vessels perfect here.

7 66 7 66 24 — "" — As regards boats, gear, &c., and the general state of the fisheries of thia 
district, there has been no improvement these many years, nor is there 
any sign of them b< ing better. The last year has been more productive 
in the take of fish than the year preceding was. Salmon fisheries same 
as reported for lt-61. No Curing Establishment for fish here. The 
fishermen arc very orderly and peaceable. ’1 he vessels in the district 
property registered.

171 
Boats <5. 
Canoes.

520 171 520 26 118 The only improvement in this district fisheries is in salmon fishing, which 
ha< much impr ved last season, bag-nets being used successfully for 
taking them ; deep sea fishing greatly fallen off, and produced much less 
fish the la t year than it did in 1861. No Fish Curing Establishment 
here. Salmon are mutely packed in ice. Fishermen very peaceable. I 
would recommend that the stakes of the salmon weirs should be removed 
dur.ng winter, as dangerous to boats proceeding along st ore in dark 
nights. The registry of vessels very itni effect lor the district; as there 
is no fishing trade requiring registered boats or vessels, interference is 
unnecessary.

— — — — There are no boats, only canoes, the number of which, as far as ascer
tained, is about the same ns these years past, in the district. The past 
year has been more pioductivc than the preceding year’s fishing; but 
tin re are only two bag-nets for taking salmon, and they have not been 
very successful this y« ar. No Fish Curing Establishment here. Tho 
fishermen are orderly and peaceable.

462 911 26 627 1,394 102 47 305 1,538 The general condition of the fisheries in this district is much worse than 
it was in 18-1-1, and no sign of improvement. The take of fish has been 
similar to that of 1861. Bag-nets have been successful in capturing 
salmon at Haro Island. No Curing Establishme nt for fish in tho 
d stru t. Conflicts between tho fishermen using different modes of 
fishing similar to last year. It would be desirable that a gun-boat, 
during the herring fishery,should visit the bay to keep order. Registry 
of vessels perfect for this district.

580 2,308 36 645 2,4S8 45 57 316 8 — Tho boats, gear, &c., in this district, has been decreasing since 1814, but 
there is little sign of improvement l.att*  rly. The take of fish greater tho 
last than the preceding year, in these fisheries. Salmon, also, more 
numerously taken last season. No bag-nets used hero. No Curing 
Establishment for fish in the district, but the salmon are preserved in 
tins. No conflicts among the fishermen; they are orderly and peace
able. Registry of vessels perfect in district.

260 1,033 413 277 1,081 422 30 89 The general sta*o  of tho fisheries in this district very much improved. 
Great improvement in boats, gear, Src. The last year has not been so 
productive of fish in deep sea fishing as 1861 was, owing to tho change
able weather—herring fishing more productive, by 2.J per cent., than 
the preceding year. Salmon fisheries improved 10*  per cent, over tho 
preceding year. No bag-nets or new modes f< r taking salmon on tho 
coast or estuaries have been introduced here. No Fish Curing Estab- 
1 shment in tho district. The fishermen have not had any conflicts 
among-t them of late years; they are most orderly and peaceable. 
Registry of vessels perfect for the district.

493 1,824 504 1,866 9 — — 396 11 The fisheries of this district same as last report—no sign of improving. 
Less fish taken tho last year than in 1861 in this district. Salmon 
have been successfully captured with bag-nets last season. There are 
Curing Establishments for fish in the district. Fewer conflicts between 
the fishermen last year than had been in years previous; they arc 
orderly and peaceable. Registry of vessels perfect here.

189 578 191 582 — 24 49 92 There is no appearance of any improvement in the condition of this 
district fisheries. Last year has been less productive in all kinds of 
fish than the take of 1861, except salmon. Salmon wore taken more 
plentifully than for many years previous during the last season. There 
was a Fish Curing Fstahli hment formed in the district, but it had to bo 
given up ; there is none in it at present for that purpose. Registry of 
vessels pretty accurate.

172 1,026 32 172 1,021? 32 43 11 12 The general condition of the fisheries of this district much the same as in 
1814, without any sign of improvement. 1862 far less productive of 
fish than the preceding year, in consequence of the boisterous state of 
tho weather, which greatly impeded sea fishing last season. Salmon 
fishery impioved; three bag-nets used in this district. There is no 
Curing Establishment for fish here. No conflicts occur amongst the 
fishermen ; they are orderly and peaceable. Registry of vessels perfect 
lor this district.

106 467 107 470 — — 1 127 This district fisheries remain without alteration ; if any, they arc rather 
improved in condition. The produce in the take of fish has been greater 
this rear than it w. s last year. Salmon fisheries rather improved. No 
Curing E-tablishment in’the district. The fishermen are orderly and 
peaceable, having no conflicts. Registry of vessels for district perfect.

136 730 34 143 755 36 19 112

1

19 The fisheries of this district have greatly fallen oft, except as to boats and 
gear, w hich are, if anything, better now than they w< re some years ago. 
Herring fishing has been considerable during last season. The salmon 
fisheries arc not improving, neitherstake nor bag net*  introduced in tho 
district during the past year. No Fish Curing Establishment hero. 
Tho fishermen arc orderly and peaceable.
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Appendix,

State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1SG3, pursuant to the

Name 
os' District. Boumdaiues.

1st CLass rm ployed 2nd Class cmpl 
in 1862.

>ycd Total employed 
in 1862.'

1st Class employed 
in 1863.

Registering Officer.
in 18G2.

Vessels. Men. Bovs. VcssoIf. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys.

Killy begs, From Donegal to G wee- 
barra Bar.

J. Adam, 13 50

I

5 378 1,921 363 391 1,971 368 13 50 5

1

Rutland, From Gweebarra Bar to 
Bloody Foreland.

Richard Edwards, - - 492 1,968 200 492 1,968 200 -

Sheephaven From Bloody Foreland 
to Fannet Point.

F. C. Fitzgerald, . o 10 o 900 2,956 150 902 2,966 152 8 24 /

Rathmullen From Fast side of Lee- 
nan Bay. West side of 
Fannet Point.to Lough 
Swilly, Ramelton.

M. Knox, 7 21 - 91 273 88 98 294 88 - - -

Camo f — — — 74 430 16 74 430 16 11 32 4

and
From the Hawk's} 

Nest, Inch, to Ma-> 
gilligan Point. J

Webb E. Stone,

Greencastle, 9 28 - 54 214 - 63 242 - - - -

Ballycastle, From Downhill to Nap
pan.

W. G. Douglas, . - - - 720 2,120 70 720 2,120 70 - - -

Carrickfergus, From Mountain Stream, 
near Garron Point, to 
Belfast.

W. Swinburn, 7 28 198 524 87 205 552 87 61 163 16

Donaghadee, From Belfast to New
castle Quay.

S. F. Douglass, . 73 320 22 5G1 1,033 180 634 1,353 202 79 330 23

Strangford, From Newcastle Quay 
to Sheepland Head.

J. B. Hockley, . - - - - - - - - - -

Newcastle, From Shecpland Cove 
to River Foot.

II. J. Grant, o 8 1 218 909 58 220 917 59 o 8 1

Carlingford, From Ballagan Point 
to Omeath.

Marcus Knox, 4 21 - 261 1,115 12 255 1,136 12 o 12 ) -

Dundalk, From Maiden Tower, 
near Drogheda, to 
Omeath.

Chs.T. W.G.Cerjat, 5 28 - 263 1,025 42 268 1,053 42 i 4 23 3

Malahide, From South side of 
mouth of Boyne to 
Ilowth.

M. B. Cockcraft, . 35 241 26 43 164 8 78 405 31 61 394 I
1
1

49

Ilowth, From Ilowth to Whip 
of Water.

John J. Boileau, . 12 70 9 8 8 4 20 78 13 22 150 20

Total, . 912 4,072 37 5 10,678 42,325 3338 1 1,590 46,407 37 13 979 ;
1

494
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No. 8—continued.
5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1862.

2nd Class employed 
in 1863.

Total employed 
in 1863.

Increase since 
1862.

Decrease since 
1862. Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Commanders of 

Coast-Guards and other Registering Officers, up to the
1st January, 1863.

Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys. Vessels. Men. Boys.

386 1.971 373 399 2,021 378 8 50 10 - - - In comparison with 1811, tho boats nf this district arc improved, but tho 
condition of the gear not so good, and there is no appearance of im
provement therein. Tho take of fish has been less in 1862 than in 1861 
by about one-fourth ; but the deficiency in the take is attributed more 
to tho boisterous weather than nny other cause. Tho salmon fisheries
continue much the same—no bag-nets used for their capture. There 
are two Fish Curing Establishments in the district, one at St. John's 
Point, and one at Tcelin. Tho fishermen arc quiet and orderly.
Registry of vessels perfect here.

•103 1,360 271 403 1,360 271 — — 71 89 608 The general condition of the fisheries of this district much the same as 
in 1841. A few arc substituting boats for currochs. Last year's fishing 
less productive than 1861. Kelp-burning on the coast is found more 
remunerative. Salmon fisheries were productive last season—bag-nets 
used for taking them. There is no Fish Curing Establishment in tho 
district. The fishermen have no conflicts between them. Herrings
having deserted this coast, and the people do not seem inclined to fish, 
not being dependent on it. Vessels correctly registered here.

778 2,377 441 786 2,401 448 - - 296 116 565 - This district fisheries are not so productive of fish as they were in 1811, 
but boats, gear, &c., have improved. There is no sign of improvement 
latterly. The take of fish lias been less in 1862 than it was in 1861,
except salmon, which produced about the same each year. There is one 
Fish Curing Establishment at Portnabla, near Dunfanahy, which is tho 
only one in the district. There, have been no conflicts amongst tho 
fishermen; they are quite peaceable. Registry of vessels perfect in this 
district.

403 1,360 271 403 1,360 271 305 1,066 183 — — There has been a falling off in the condition of this district fisheries 
since 1841, and no sign of improvement. Tho take of fish much the 
same each year, 1861-2. No Fish Curing Establishment in this 
district Conflicts amongst the fishermen have been less this than they 
were the preceding year; they aro peaceable. Registry of vessels
correct here.

196 927 38 207 959 42 70 287 26 - — - There has been a great decrease in the fisheries ot this district for the last 
year, the take of fish being one-third less than it was the preceding year. 
Salmon fisheries improved very much last season. Ko Curing Establish
ment for fish here. The fishermen are orderly and peaceable. Tho 
registry of vessels as perfect as it can be for district, except a few boats
within the estuary of Lough Foyle.

- — - — — - •* - - — — - —

710 2,100 60 710 2,100 GO - - - 10 20 10 The condition of the fisheries in this district continues much tho same as 
for several years past, and no sign of improvement. Tho take of fish in 
1861 was greater than last year's take. No improvement in salmon 
fisheries—the usual mode of taking salmon here is by bag-nets. No 
Curing Establishment in the district. Less conflicts occur between the
fishermen; they aro orderly and peaceable, generally. Registry of 
vessels for district perfect.

235 677 40 296 840 56 91 288 31 The fisheries arc in bad condition in this district; boats and gear very 
bad, and no sign of improvement in any way. The last year’s fishing 
appears to be less productive than that of 1861. There aro only two 
salmon fisheries in tho district, and less salmon have been captured 
therein in 1862 than thorn were in 1861 ; bag-nets used for taking them. 
No Fish Curing Establishment in this division. No conflicts occur be
tween the fishermen ; they are orderly and peaceable. The registry of 
vessels perfect for this district.

570 1,043 183 649 1,373 206 15 20 4 —■ - - This district fisheries remain in the same condition for many years past, 
and no sign of improving. No improvement in salmon fishing. No 
Fish Curing Establishment in the district. The fishermen aro orderly 
and peaceable. Registry of vessels perfect for tho district.

- - - - - - - - - - - - Tho general state of this fishery district much the same as for several 
years past, and no sign of improvement. No salmon fishery. No Curing 
Establishment, nor attempt made to cure fish in tho district. No con-
diets between tho fishermen; they are ordcrlv. It would be desirable
that each Coast-Guard Division should register its own boats.

218 885 44 220 893 45 - - - - 24 14 The fisheries of this district arc not in as good a condition as they were in 
1844, and there is no sign of improvement. The take of fish has been 
much the same, in comparison, tor each of the last two years. Salmon 
fisheries not improved—bag-nets, out of repair, used for taking them, 
but with bad success. No Curing Establishments for fish in the district.
Fishermen orderly and peaceable. Registry of vessels complete here.

241 1,001 7 243 1,013 7 - - - 22 123 5 The state of tbe fisheries in this district is very indifferent, and no sign 
of being better. Except herrings, tho lake of fish has been very little 
this vear. No salmon fishery in tho district. No Curing Establish-
ment for fish here. The fishermen aro orderly and peaceable, not 
having any conflicts. All boats in this district registered.

245 873 56 249 896 59 - - 17 19 157 — This district continues in much tho same state as regards its fisheries as 
it has been for several years, without any improvement. The fishing loss 
productive last year than it was in 1861. Salmon fishing a little im
proved. No Curing Establishment for fish in tho district. Tho fisher
men are orderly and peaceable. Registry of vessels perfect hero.

39 152 - 100 546 49 22 141 15 In comparison with 184 1. the condition of tho fisheries of this district aro 
fluctuating at Howth and Skerries—boats and gear very good ; nt Rush 
stationary; at Baldoylu and Balbriggan much worse; M alahide boats 
and gear much the same. The Balbriggan fishermen arc stated to be in 
indigence and great want. Herring fishing “stationary " everywhere in 
district, except Howth, where there has been “great improvement" last 
vear. which is tho onlv increase of fish taken hero over last year's take
There aro two Fish Curing Establishments at Rush, which it's feared 
will be discontinued. The fishermen are generally orderly and peace
able. The harbours of Rush and Balbriggan require attention ; both aro 
silting up. Registry of vessels perfect for district.

6 18 28 168 20 8 90 7 The fisheries here are in very good condition, as regards boats, gear, Arc., 
and great improvement in herring fishing; but 1862 not so productive 
in cod fishing as 1861. No success in capturing salmon—only a bag-net 
used for t iking them. No Curing Establishment for fish in this district. 
The fishermen aro orderly ami peaceable, having no conflicts. Tho 
boats trading between the Wicklow Mines and Lord Howth's Quarries, 
empty their ballast—cinders and other refuse—into Howth Harbour ami
Channel, and which, being injurious to fish, 1 would suggest that tho

10,396 40,456 3378 11,375 44,729 3872 793 3,184 724 1,008 4,862 565
boats be prevented taking in that sort of ballast. The registry of 
vessels is nearly perfect in this district.

D
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Appendix, No. 9.

Applications for By-Laws, Rules, &c., received by Commissioners.

District or Place. Nature of Application. Observationi.

Killarney District, Change of season, ...... Granted.
Wexford Coast, . To regulate oyster fisheries, ..... Ditto.
Clare-Galway or Turloughmore

To prohibit netting therein, ..... Ditto.River,
Dundalk Bay, To rescind by-law prohibiting trawling, Under consideration.
Donegal Bay, Ditto, ditto, .... Ditto.
Ballinakill District, Change of season, ...... Not granted.
Ballycastle District, Ditto, ...... Ditto.
River Shannon, . To prohibit draft nets from 20th July to 1st November,

between the Lax Weir and Graigue Island, Granted.
Ditto, To prohibit draft nets of a mesh less than one three-fourth 

inch in tidal parts of River Shannon, or rivers flowing
into Shannon, ...... Ditto.

River Lee, Cork, To prohibit,during close season, draft nets between Patrick’s
Bridge and Blackrock Castle, .... 

To increase licence duties on bag and draft nets,
Ditto.

Wexford District, Ditto.
Sligo District, To increase licence duties on rods, .... Not granted.
Killarney District, Further change of season, ..... Ditto.
Oldbridge Weir, Drogheda, To alter Queen’s Gap, ..... Under consideration.
Argideen River, Change of season, ...... 

To increase licence duty on bag nets,
Ditto.

Drogheda District, Granted.
Bangor District, Change of season, ...... Under consideration.
Cork District, Ditto, ....... Ditto.

Appendix, No. 10.

By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners during year 1862.

District or Place affected by 
By-Law, &c. Nature of By-Law, Order, &c. Date.

Wexford Coast, .
Clare-Galway or Turloughmore

River, 
Killarney District, 
River Shannon, .

Ditto,

River Lee,

Regulating oyster fisheries, .....

Prohibiting netting therein, ....
Change of season, ...... 
To prohibit draft nets from 20th July to 1st November be

tween the Lax Weir and Graigue Island,
Prohibiting draft nets of a mesh less than one and three- 

fourth inch in tidal parts of the River Shannon, or rivers 
flowing into Shannon, .....

To prohibit, during close season, draft nets between Patrick’s 
Bridge and Blackrock Castle, ....

Sth April, 1862.

22nd December, 1862. 
16th September, 1862.

22nd November, 1862.

22nd November, 1862.

7 th January, 1863.

[Appendix, No. 11.



Appendix, No. 11.—Table showing the Close Seasons for Salmon and Trout in tlie different Districts in Ireland, as fixed by Statute Law, or the Order of the Commissioners,, 
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» Close Season for Fixed Engines for the capture of Eels, between the 10th January and 1st July, save in the River Shannon, which is between the 1st January and 1st July.
Pollen Fishing by Trammel Nets in Lough Neagh, 29th September and 1st March. Future changes will be notified at each Station, to which the most particular attention is requested.

Note.—By the 35th section of the 5th & 6th Vic., c. 106, the Close Season for any District cannot be changed until after the expiration of three years from the commencement of last change.

No. and Name of District. Boundary of District. Tidal. Fresh Water. Rod Fishing (Up-waters). Date of last change.

1. Dublin,

2. Wexford, .

3. Waterford,

4. Lismore,

5. Cork,

61. Skibbereen,
62. Bantry,

63. Kenmare, .

7. Killarney, . I

8. Limerick, .

9. Galway,
IO’. BaUinakill,
102. Bangor,

11. Ballina,

12. Sligo,

13. Ballyshannon,

14. Letterkenny,
15'. Londonderry,
152. Coleraine,
16. Ballycastle, 

o
17. Drogheda,

IO

Skerries to Wicklow.

r
Wicklow to Bagenbon Head. <{

I 

Bagenbon to Helvick Head. 
Helvick Head to Ballycotton.

Ballycotton to Galley Head. ■<

Galley Head to Mizen Head.
Mizen Head to Crow Head. 
Crow Head to Lamb Head.

Lamb Head to Dunmore Head, < 
including the Blaskets. |

Dunmore to Hags Head.

Hags Head to Slyne Head. 
Slyne Head to Emlagh Point. 
Emlagh Point to Benwee Head. 

Benwee to Coonamore.

Coonamore to Mullaghmore.

Mullaghmore to Rossan.

Rossan to Malin Head.
Malin to Downhill Boundary.
Downhill Boundary to Portrush. 
Portrush to Donaghadee.

Donaghadce to Skerries.

From Howth to Dalkey Island, between 31st July and 1st) 
January. (

For remainder of District, between the 31st Aug. and 1st Feb-J 
Between Cahore Point and Kiln Bay, between 15th Sept, and 1 st) 
April; but fixed nets between 31 Aug. and 1st. April, and for | 
remainder of District, r-

I Between 28th September and 1st March, (but fixed Nets 
between 15th September and 1st March.) J

„ 15th September and 1st March; but for Electoral Di- 1 
vision A, between 31st August and 12th February, J 

„ 15th September and 13th February.
„ 15th Sept, and 12th Feb., for Electoral Division A) 

(between Ballycotton and Barry’s Head, East of > 
Oyster Haven). J

„ 31st August and 1st March, for Electoral Division B) 
(between Barry’s Head, East of Oyster Haven, 
and Galley Head). J

„ 15th September and 1st April.

„ Do. do.
„ Do. do.
„ 31st July and 1st January, save Rivers Maine and j 

luny, and Tributaries.
f 

For River Maine, to its mouth, and Tributaries, and River | 
Inny, above Ferry House, between 15th September and 1st-! 
May.

Between 20th July and 12th February; but fixed engines be- f 
tween 6th July and 12th February; but between Kerry] 
Head and Dunmore Head, 15th September and 1st April, j 
save Rivers Cashen, Feale, and Geale, and their Tributaries.

For Rivers Cashen, Feale and Geale and their Tributaries, d 
between 12th August and 1st May. J

Between 31st August and 1st February.
„ Do. do.
„ Do. do.

„ 19th August and 1st February.

„ Do. do.

„ Do. do.

„ 19th August and 1st Jan., and one mile above Tideway, 
„ 31st August and 15th April.
„ 19th August and 1st February.
„ Do. do.
„ 19th August and 12th February, from Skerries to") 

Cranfield Point; but between 28th September and > 
1st March, from Cranfield Point to Donatrhadee. )

(In all Rivers flowing into the Sea between Howth) 
•x and Dalkey Island, between 31 st July and I stFeb. ( 
( For remainder ofDist.between 31st Aug. <Sc 1st Mar.J 
( Between Kiln Bay and Cahore Point, between 15th ) 

September and 1st April, and for remainder of
-I District,
^Between 28th September and 1st March.

„ 15th September and 1st March.

„ 15th September and 13th February.
Between 15th Sept, and 1st April, for Electoral Divi

sion C.

Between 31st August and 1st April, for Electoral 
Division D.

Between 15th September and 1st April.
„ Do. do.
„ Do. do.

Between 31st July and 18th January, save Rivers) 
Maine and Tributaries, and Inny, and save also 
Currane Lake, down to old bridge at Waterville.

For River Maine and its Tributaries, and River 
Inny, above Ferry House, between 15th Septem
ber and 1st May.

Currane Lake and Tributaries, down to old bridge 
at Waterville, 31st July and 1st April.

Between 20th July and 12th February; but for' 
Electoral Divisions C and D, 12th August and 1st 
May; and Rivers between Kerry Head and Dun
more Head, 15th Sept, and 1st April,save Rivers - 
Cashen, Feale, and Geale, and their Tributaries.

For Rivers Feale, Geale, and Cashen, 12th August 
and 1st May.

Between 31st August and 1st March.
„ Do. do.
,, Do. do.
,, 19th August and 1st February. -f

„ Do. do. •<

r

„ Do. do.

„ 19th August and 1st March.
„ 31st August and 15th April.
„ 19th August and 1st March.
„ Do. do.

Between 19th August and 12th Feb. from Skerries) 
’ to Cranfield Point; between 28th Sept, and 1st ? 
1 March, from Cranfield Point to Donaghadee. J

(In all Rivers flowing into tho Sea between Howth 
< and Dalkey, between 15th Oct. and 1st March. 
(ForremaiuderofDist. between 28th Sep. & 1st Mar. 
(Between Kiln Bay and Cahore Point, between 28th 
1 September audlst April, and for remainder of Dis- 

4 trict,
Between 28th September and 1st March.

„ 28th September and 1st March.

„ 9th October and 14th February.
Between 9th October and 12th Feb., for Electoral 

Division C.

Between 15th October and 1st March, for Electoral 
Division D.

Between 15th October and 1st April.

,, Do. do.
,, Do. do.

(Between 15th September and 18th January, except 
for River Maine and its Tributaries, and Inny, and 
Currane Lake, to old bridge at Waterville.

For River Maine and its Tributaries, and River Inny, 
above Ferry House, 28th September and 1st May.

Currane Lake and Tributaries, to old bridge at 
Waterville, 15th September and 1st April.

[ Between 15thSept. & 12th Feb.; butbetween Kerry 
Head and Dunmore Head, 15th October and 1st

i April, save Rivers Feale, Geale, and Cashen,and 
their Tributaries.

• For Rivers Feale, Geale, and Cashen, and their Tri- 
( butanes, 15th October and 1st May. * 
Between 28th September and 1st March.

„ Do. do.
„ Do. do.

Between 19th August and 1st February for Salmon 
but between 28 th September and 1st March for Trout.

Between 28th September and 1st February.
And for Drumclift’e River and Glencar Lake 15th 

October and 1st February.
Between 19 th Aug. and 1st Feb. for Salmon; but be

tween 28th Sept, and 1st March for Trout; and for 
River Inver, between 28th Sept, and 1st March; anc 
all rivers running into the sea between Rossan Point 
and Muckross Point, between 28th Sept, and 1st 
Feb.; and for River Bundrowes and Lough Melvin 
between 15th Sept, and 1st Feb.

Between 28th September and 1st March.
„ Do. 15th April.
„ Do. IstMarch.T
„ Do. do.

„ 28th September and 12th February.

1 Oth Dec. 1861. 

j-28th Feb. 1862.

6th Dec. 1860. 

30th Dec. 1858.

22nd June, 1859.

22nd June, 1859.
7th Feb. 1856.

■ 16th Sept. 1862.

N

>27th Mar. 1862.

14th July, 1849.
14th July, 1849.

2nd Sept. 1857. 

23rd Aug. 1861.

27 th Aug. 1858. 

17th April, 1860.

24th Nov. 1860.

2nd Sept. 1857.
27th Jan. 1862.
15th Dec. 1856.
15th Dec. 1856.

15th Dec. 1856.
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Appendix, No. 12.
Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland, 

to 31st March, 1863.
Place affected by 

By-Law, 
and Date tlicrcof.

Nature of By-Law.
Place affected by 

By-Law, 
and Date tlicrcof.

Nature of By-Law.

Dublin Bar, .
(10th Oct., 1842.)

East Coast, .
(14th Feb., 1851.)

Dundrum Bay, &c., 
(3rd Dec., 1851.)

Belfast Lough, 
(25th Oct., 1854, aud

IGth Feb.. 1857.)

Lough Swilly, 
(27th June, 1844.)

•
Donegal Bay, 

(IGth Feb., 1857.)

Galway Bay, . 
(22nd March, 1843, 
and 9th Jan., 1851.)

Brandon Bay, 
(23rd Aug., 18G0.)

Dingle Bay, .
(2nd March, 1852, 

and 28th Jan., 18G2.)

Bantry Bay, . 
(27th March, 1858.)

Glandore Harbour, 
(11th Sept., 1861.)

Waterford Harbour, 
(2nd March, 1852, 

and 12th Sept., I860.

Wexford Coast, 
(20th April, 1849.)

Dungarvan Bay, 
(4th July, 1849.)

AGAINST TRAWLING.
Prohibiting Trawling inside lines drawn from the 

Bailey Light-house at Howth, to the Eastern
most point of the rocks called the “Mugglins;” 
thence by a straight line to the Southern point 
of Dalkey Island; thence by a straight line across 
Dalkey Sound, in the direction of the signal 
station on Killiney Hill.

Prohibiting Trawling within a line drawn from 
the Nose of Howth, to the Eastern point of St. 
Patrick’s Island (Skerries); thence to Cloghcr 
Head : thence to Dunany Point; thence to Cran- 
field Point, in the County Down.

Prohibiting Trawling from llellyhunter Rock, 
off Cran field Point, to St. John’s Point, both 
in the County Down.

Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line drawn 
from the Castle of Carrickfcrgus, to Rockport, 
in the County Antrim, and from 1st December 
to 1st April, and the use of Nets of less mesh 
than one and three-quarter inches from knot to 
knot (except Draft Nets for Herrings).

Prohibiting Trawling within a line from Knock- 
alla Battery on the West side, to Linsfort Church 
on the East side of the Lough.

Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
the Bian Rock, to a place called boorin Point; 
and from a place called the Blind Rock, to the 
Northern point of the Town land of Rossnowlagh, 
Lower; and from thence to Kildoney Point; and 
from thence to a place called Pointinchose.

Prohibiting Trawling within a line from Barna 
Pier to Gleninagh Castle. Also when large 
shoals of Herrings shall have set in in the Bay, 
and while Boats arc engaged in Drifting for 
Herrings or Mackerel, and when Boats shall 
commence Fishing for Herrings or Mackerel, 
that Trawl Boats shall keep at a distance of 
three miles from them.

Prohibiting Trawling within a line drawn from 
Brandon Point to Coosanea.

Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
Bull's Head, near Dingle, to Cununna, near 
Valentia.

Repealing By-Law prohibiting Trawling.
Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 

Crowdy Point to Carrigskye Rock; and from 
thence to Reenavanny Point, on the North 
Shore of Whiddy Island.

Prohibiting Trawling between sunset and sun
rise.

Prohibiting Trawling between the 1st day of May 
and the 1st day of October in each year, within 
that part of the Harbour of Glandore, lying to 
the northward of a straight line from the Tele
graph or Signal Tower at “ Foilnashark, or 
‘‘ Filenashawk,” on the north-eastern point of 
the entrance to the Harbour, and Sheela Point, 
on the western shore.

Prohibiting Trawling by Boats exceeding five 
tons measurement, within a line drawn from 
Creden Head to Temple Church.

Prohibiting Trawling in all places where there 
are Boats engaged in Herring or Mackerel 
Drift Net Fishing; and that Trawl Boats shall 
keep at a distance of at least three miles from 
all boats fishing for Herrings or Macker.l, 
with Drift Nets. And whenever Herring or 
Mackerel Boats shall commence Drift Net 
Fishing in any place, on or oft the Coast of 
Wexford, the Trawl Boats shall depart there
from, and keep at least three miles distant from 
the Drift Net Herring or Mackerel Boats.

TRAMMEL NETS.
Prohibiting the use of Trammel ami every other 

Fixed or Moored Net (except Bag or other 
Nets for the taking of Salmon) in Dungar
van Bay, within the limit formed as follows, 
namely, the space lying between a line passing 
due East and West, through the Northernmost 
point of Helvick Head, and a line passing due 
East and West through the Southernmost point 
of Ballinacourty Head, in the Co. Waterford; 
but to the North and East of the line through 
Ballinacourty Head, and to the South and 
West of the line through Helvick Head, such 
Trammel or Moored Nets may be set, and re
main set in the water from Three o’Clock, p.m., 
of one day, until Nine o’Clock, a.m., in the fol
lowing day, during January, March, October, 
November, and December in each Year; and 
flora Five o Clock, p.m., of one day, to Seven

Inver Bay,
(24th Sept., I860.)

River Slancy, Co. 
Wexford, 

(25th March, 1854, 
and 4 th March, 1862.)

River Lee, Co. of the 
City of Cork,

Argideen River, 
(21th Feb., I860.)

River Shannon, 
(5th Feb., 185G.)

River Shannon,

Lough Ree, River 
Shannon,

(27th August, 1858.' 
Castlemaiue Estuary

(27th Oct., 1858.)

Lough Neagh, 
(22nd Aniil, 1846,

and24th Feb., I860.,

Gal way River, Lougl 
Corrib, &c., 

(24th July, 1846.)

Clare and Clare-Gal 
way or Turlough 
more Rivers, Co 
Galway,

Teelin Estuarv, 
(24th Feb., I860.)

o’Clock, a.m., in the following day, during 
May, June, July, August, ami September. 
Also prohibiting such Nets athwart or within 
2(10 yards of any boat, which at the time of setting 
such Net shall be moored, and the Crew thereof 
engaged in Line Fishing; and to every train of 
such Trammel or Moored Nets shall be attached 
at least one floating buoy or board, upon winch 
shall be painted in legible characters not less 
than one inch in length, in white upon a black 
ground, the Letter of the District, and the name 
of the Owner to which such Net belongs.

Prohibiting the use of Trammel Nets within or 
to the North-east of a line drawn from the 
Mouth of the Bunlaehv River to Doorin 
Point.

Prohibiting, during the Close Season for Salmon, 
the use ol Nets of any kind whatsoever, be
tween Ferrycarrig Bridge and the Town of 
Enniscorthy.

Prohibiting, during the Open Season for Salmon, 
the use of Nets with meshes of less size than 
one and three-quarter inches from knot to knot, 
between Ferrycarrig Bridge and the Town of 
Enniscorthy.

Prohibiting, during the Close S ason for Salmon, 
the use of Draught Nets, or any other Net or 
Nets used as a Draught Net, having a foot-rope 
ami leads or weights aflixed thereto, within the 
following limits, viz.:—in that part of the Riser 
Lee, situate between Patrick's Bridge, in the 
City of Cork, and a line drawn across the said 
River Lee, from Blackrock Castle, on the 
south, to the Western extremity of the Town
land of Dunkettle, on the North.

Prohibiting the use of Nets of any kind whatso
ever in the tidal part of the river known as the 
Argideen River, in the County of Cork, situa
ted between the junction of the Owcnkcagh or 
Blind River with the said Argideen River and 
the Bridge of Timoleague, all in the Barony of 
the East Division of East Carbery, and County 
of Cork.

Prohibiting Net Fishing in that part of the River 
Shannon between Wellesley Bridge and the 
Railway Bridge, between 1st June and 12th 
February.

First. — Prohibiting, between the 20th day of 
July and 1st day of November in each year, 
the use of Draught Nets, or any other Net or 
Nets used as a Draught Net, having a foot-rope 
and leads or weights aflixed thereto, within tlie 
following limits, viz.:—in that part of the Fiver 
Shannon situate between the Fishing Weir 
known as the Lax Weir, and a line drawn due 
North and South across the said River Shan
non at the Western extremity of Graigue Island- 

Second.—Prohibiting Draught Nets for the cap
ture of Fish of any kind, of a mesh less than 
one and three-quarter inches from knot to knot, 
to be measured along the side of the square, or 
seven inches, to be measured all round each 
such mesh, such measurements being taken in 
the clear when the Net is wet, in the tidal 
parts of the River Shannon, or in the tidal 
parts of any of the Rivers flowing into the said 
River Shannon.

Permitting the use of Nets in Lough Ree, having 
a mesh of Five inches in the round measured 
when the Net is wet.

Prohibiting, during the Salmon Close Season, 
the use of Draft Nets having a foot rope ami 
lea is or weights aflixed thereto, in the Estuary 
of Castlemaiue inside the Bar of Inch.

Permitting Pollen to be taken by Trammel or 
Set Nets composed of Thread or Yarn of a linn 
texture, not less than ten hanks to the pound 
weight, doubled ami twisted with a mesh of not 
less than One inch from knot to knot, from 
the 1st of March to the 29th September.

Prohibiting the use of the Instrument, commonly 
called Strokehaul or Snatch, or any other such 
instrument, in River Galway, Loughs Corrib 
or Mask, or their Tributaries.

Prohibiting the use of Nets of any kind whatso
ever in anv part of the Rivers known as the 
Clare and the Clare-Galway or Turlmighmore 
Rivers in the County of Galway, above the 
junction of the said Rivers with Lough Corrib, 
in the County of Galway.

Prohibiting the use of Nets for the capture of 
Fish of anv kind, with meshes of less than one 
inch from knot to knot, (to be measured along
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Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland, Abstract of
By-Laws, 

to 31st March, 1863. Orders, &c.

Place affected by 
By-Law, 

and Date thereof.
• Nature of By-Law.

Place affected by 
By-Law, 

and Date thereof.
Nature of By-Law.

Coasts of Wicklow 
and Wexford, 

(22nd April, 1816.)

Wexford Coast,

Cork Harbour, 
(28th Oct., 1853.)

Tralee Bay, .
(28th Sept., 1860.)

the side of the square, or four inches to be 
measured all round each such mesh, such mea
surements being taken in the clear when the Net 
is wet,) on that part of the coast of the County 
of Donegal inside, or to the North-east and 
North of lines drawn from Rossan Point to 
Teelin Head, and from Teelin Head to Carri
gan Head, and from Carrigan Head to Muck- 
ross Point, all in the Barony of Bannagh, and 
County of Donegal.

OYSTERS.
Permitting, during the month of May, the Dredg

ing for Oysters from any of the Public Beds 
below level of lowest water of Spring Tides, on 
that part of the Coast between Wicklow Head 
and Raven Point, north of Wexford Harbour, 
for purpose of replenishing and supplying Arti
ficial Oyster Beds or Layings, or otner Beds or 
Layings, the exclusive property of any person, 
but for no other purpose uiiatevcr.

First.—All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters oil the said \\ exlord Coast, 
south of Raven Point, shall cull all such Oysters 
as may be taken or caught; and shall not re
move from any Fishing Ground or Oyster Bed 
any Oyster of less dimensions than three inches, 
at the greatest diameter thereof, and shall im
mediately throw back into the Sea all Oysters 
of less dimensions than aforesaid, as well as all 
gravel and fragments of shells as shall be raised 
or taken while engaged in such fishing ; and no 
person shall take from any Oyster Bed, Rock, 
Strand, or Shore, off said Wexford Coast, south 
of Raven Point, any Oyster of less dimensions 
than three inches, at the greatest diameter 
thereof; and any person offending in any respect 
against this By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, 
for each offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two 
Pounds.

Second. - All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea. on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground off the said Wexford 
Coast, the ballast of any boat, or any other 
matter or thing injurious or detrimental to the 
Oyster Fishery; and all persons acting contrary 
hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit and pay 
a sum of Two Pounds.

First.—That between the 1st May and 1st Sep
tember, no boat shall have on board any dredge 
or other implement for taking Oysters.

Second.—Every fisherman shall, "on the fishing 
ground, cull all Oysters, and shall not remove 
any Oyster of less dimensions than two and a- 
half inches at the greatest diameter thereof; 
and shall throw back into the Sea all gravel 
and fragments of shells as he shall raise while 
engaged in such fishing.

Third. — All persons are prohibited from throwing 
into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed or Oyster 
Fishing Ground, the ballast of any boat, or any 
other matter or thing injurious to the Oyster 
Fishery.

Fourth.—No person shall, between Sunset and 
Sunrise, dredge for, take, or catch any Oysteis 
within the Harbour of Cork.

First.—That between the 1st day of April and 
the 1st day of November in any year, being the 
Close Season for Oysters in the said Bay of Tra
lee, no boat, in the said Bay of Tralee, shall have 
on board any dredge or other implement for the 
taking of Oysters; and if, between the periods 
aforesaid, there shall be on board any boat any 
such dredge or other implement for the taking 
of Oysters, the master or owner of such boat 
shall, for each such offence, forfeit and pay a 
sum of Five Pounds.

Second.—All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Bay of Tralee, shall cull 
all such Oysters as may be taken or caught; 
and shall not remove from any fishing ground 
or Oyster Bed any Oyster of less dimensions 
than two inches and one-half, at the greatest- 
diameter thereof, and shall immediately throw 
back into the Sea all Oysters of less dimensions 
than aforesaid, as well as all gravel and frag
ments of shells as shall be raised or taken while 
engaged in such fishing; and no person shall 
take from any rock, strand, or shore of said 
Bay of Tralee, any Oyster of less dimensions 
than two inches and one-half, at the greatest 
diameter thereof; and any person offending in 
any respect against this By-Law, Rule, or 
Regulation shall, for each offence, forfeit and 
nay a sum of Two Pounds.

Third.—All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or

Achill Sound, Clew 
Bay, & Blacksod 
Bay,

(15th Dec., 1860.)

Carlingford Lough, 
(17th April, 1860.)

Oyster Fishing Ground in the said Bay of Tra
lee, the ballast of any boat, or any other matter 
or things injurious or detrimental to the Oyster 
Fishery; and all persons acting contrary hereto 
shall, for each offence, forfeit and pay a sum 
of Two Pounds.

First.—That between the 1st day of April and 
the 1st day of October in any year, being the 
Close Season for Oysters in said Clew Bay, 
Achill Sound, and Blacksod Bay, no boat, in 
the said Clew Bay, Achill Sound, and Black
sod Bay, shall have on board any dredge or 
other implement for the taking of Oysters; and 
if, between the periods aforesaid, there shall bo 
on hoard any boat any such dredge or other 
implement for the taking of Oysters, the mas
ter or owner of such boat shall for each such 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Five Pounds.

Second.—All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Clew Bay, Achill Sound, 
and Blacksod Bay, shall cull all such Oysters 
as may be taken or caught; and shall not re
move from any Fishing Ground or Oyster Bed 
any Oyster of less dimensions than two inches 
and one-half, at the greatest diameter thereof, 
and shall immediately throw back into the Sea 
all Oysters of less dimensions than aforesaid, 
as well as all gravel and fragments of shells as 
shall be raised or taken while engaged in such 
fishing; and no person shall take from any 
rock, strand, bed, or shore of said Clew Bay, 
.Achill Sound, and Blacksod Bay, any Oyster 
of less dimensions than two inches and one- 
half, at the greatest diameter thereof; and any 
person offending in any respect against this 
By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Third.—All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground in said Clew Bay, 
Achill Sound, and Blacksod Bay, the ballast of 
any boat, or any other matter or thing injurious 
or detrimental to the Oyster Fishery; and all 
persons atting contrary hereto shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds.

Fourth.—No person shall, between sunset and 
sunrise, dredge for, take, or catch, any Oysters 
within said Clew Bay, Achill Sound, and 
Blacksod Bay; and every person acting con
trary hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit and 
pay a sum of Five Pounds.

First.—That between the 1st day of Marchand 
1st day of November in any year, it shall not 
be lawful for any person to dredge for, take, 
catch, or destroy any Oysters or Oyster Brood 
within the said Lough of Carlingford, or off or 
from any of the shores or rocks of said Lough, 
and any person offending against this By-Law 
shall, for each such offence, forfeit and pay a 
sum of Five Pounds.

Second.—That between the 1st day of March 
and the 1st day of November in any year, no 
boat, in the said Lough of Carlingford, shall 
have on board any dredge or other implement 
for the taking of Oysters; and if, between the 
periods aforesaid, there shall be on board any 
boat any such dredge or other implement for 
the taking of Oysters, the master or owner of 
such boat shall, for each such offence, forfeit 
and pay a sum of Five Pounds.

Third.—All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Lough of Carlingford, 
shall cull all such Oysters as may be taken or 
caught; and shall not remove from any Fish
ing Ground or Oyster Bed any Oyster of less 
dimensions than two inches and one-half, at the 
greatest diameter thereof, and shall imme
diately throw back into the Sea all Oysters of less 
dimensions than aforesaid, as well as all gravel 
and fragments of shells as shall bo raised or 
taken while engaged in such fishing; and no 
person shall take from any rock, strand, or 
shore of said Lough of Carlingford, any Oyster 
of less dimensions than two inches and one- 
half, at the greatest diameter thereof; and 
any person offending in any respect against 
this By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, for 
each offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two 
Pounds.

Fourth.—All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground in the said Lough of 
Carlingfcrd, the ballast of any boat, or any 
other matter or thing injurious or detrimental 
to the Oyster Fishery; and all persons acting 
contrary hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit 
and pay a sum of Two Pounds.
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Appendix. Appendix, No. 13.
Mouths of Mouths of Rivers defined by the Commissioners, to 31st March, 1863.
Rivers defined
by the Com- By the 22nd section of the 5th and 6th Vic. c. 106, it is prohibited for any person (save and except the proprietor of a several 
missioners. Fishery) to erect any Fixed Engine or Contrivance for placing a Net within One Mile of the Mouth of a River; and by 

the 27th section of same Act it is prohibited for any person (save such proprietor of a several Fishery) to shoot, draw 
or use any Net for taking Salmon within Half-a-Mile of such Mouth.

Appendix, No. 14.
Liat of 
Licences 
granted by 
the Commis
sioners to 
plant Arti
ficial Oyster 
Beds.

List of Licences Granted by the Commissioners to plant Artificial Oyster Beds, 
to 31st March, 1863.

Licence granted to.
Lord Charles P. Clinton, . 
Thomas Eccles, Esq., .
Rev. Denis and John Mahony, 
Hon. David Plunkct, .
J. K. Boswell, Esq., • 
William Foreman, Esq.,
A. C. Lambert, Esq., . 
Archdeacon Alagee, • •

John Richards, Esq., • 
J. C. Garvey, Esq., 
Thomas Whyte, Esq-.
J. O. Woodhouse, Esq-, 
Burton Bindon, Esq..

For what place. 
Berehaven, county Cork. 
Harbour of Glengarille, co. Cork. 
Estuary of River Kenmare. 
Killary Harbour, co. Galway. 
Bay of Ballyconnelly. co. Galway. 
Bay of Ardbear, co. Galway. 
Killary Harbour, co. Galway. 
Bays of Streamstown and Cleggan, 

county Galway.
Bay of Blacksod, county Mayo. 
Bay of Westport, county Mayo. 
Bay of Ballisodare, county Sligo. 
Bay of Mulroy, county Donegal. 
Lough of Carlingford, co. Louth.

Licence granted to.
Rev. R. Wall, D.D., .

Knight of Kerry,
W. M‘Connick, Esq., 
Captain Houston, 
Ebenezer Pike, Esq., .

M. C. Cramer, Esq., . 
William Pike, Esq., . 
Edward Browne, Esq., 
Colonel Roberts, 
James Walker. Esq., 
R. W. C. Reeves, Esq. 
George Clive, Esq.

For what place.
Mannin and Ardbear Bays, county 

Galway.
Valentia Harbour, county Kerry. 
Achill Sound, county Mayo. 
Killery Bay, county Mayo.
Lough Mahon, Estuary of Lee, co.

Mayo.
Oyster Haven, county Cork.
Achill Sound, county Mayo. 
Ballinakill Harbour, eo. Galway. 
Mweenish Bay, county Galway. 
Carrickfergus, Belfast Lough. 
Clonderhiw Bay.
Achill Sound, Blacksod Bay.

Name of River. Where Mouth Defined. Name of River. Where Mouth Defined.

Lilley,

Bray,

Owenavarragh, or 
Courtown,

Slaney,

Suir, Nore, & Barrow.

Blackwater,

Ouvane, or Ballylickey,

Suave, or Coomliola, .

Glengariffo,

Argideen, .

Adrigole, .

Owensliagh,

Croanshagh,

Clonee,

Sheen,

Roughty, .

Blackwater,

Snceni,

Finnehy, .

Curraan, .

Inny,

By a straight line drawn from the eastern ex
tremity of the North-wall to the Long-wall 
at Ringsend.

By a straight line drawn from the Martello 
Tower on the north, to Martello Tower on 
south side of river.

By a straight line drawn between the eastern 
extremities of the two piers forming Cour
town Harbour.

By a straight line drawn northerly from Ross- 
hire Point to the opposite shore.

By a straight line drawn from the Magazine 
Tower, near the N.E. Point of Passage East, 
to the Point due south of Ballyhack church, 
commonly called the Church Point.

By a straight line drawn fromS.W. corner of 
road at Moll Goggins' corner, in an easterly 
direction, to the opposite shore.

By a straight line drawn from the southern 
point of the Townland of Barnagearagh, due 
east, to the opposite shore or bank.

By a straight line drawn from the western to 
the eastern side of the new Suave Bridge.

By a straight line drawn at the fall below 
Cromwell’s Bridge.

By a straight line drawn through the centre of 
Bridge, at Timoleague, from east to west.

By a straight line drawn from the southern 
side of the church in Townland of Adrigole, 
to southern side of chapel in Townlaud of 
Drumgarvan.

By a straight line drawn from the N. W. corner 
of the Quay Buildings to eastern point of 
Carrignafarnogue Rock.

By a straight line drawn from the north part of 
Carrigacappul, otherwise Horse Rock, to 
Reenkillia Point.

By a straight line drawn from the north point 
of the beach of Arday Strand, due north, to 
Leillaun Peninsula.

By a straight line drawn from the eastern 
point of Old Kenmare Church to the west 
gable of John Lane’s house.

By a straight line drawn from the boundary 
between the Townlands of Gurtagass and 
Killowen to nearest point of marsh on south 
side of river.

By a straight line drawn from the* “ Outer 
Fishing Rock,” on west side of river, to 
nearest point on opposite shore in Townland 
of Dromore Demesne.

By a straight line drawn from the “ Oyster 
House” to the north point of Einaun Island.

By a straight line drawn in direction from 
Reenagappul Point to Tubbrid Point.

By a straight line drawn from the south point 
of Townland of Waterville to north-east 
point of Townland of Basslycaun.

By a straight line drawn from the Ferry House 
on north side, to nearest point of Murreagh 
Sami Bank.

Carra,

Latino,

Maine,

Cashen,

Corrib,

Spiddle,

Ass, or Errive, .

Delphi,or Bundorragha 

| Ballycroy,

Dunmoran,

Erne,

Bunduff, .

Buudrowes,

Teelin,

Kilcar, or Ballydoo, .

Foyle,

Roc,

Bann,

Glenariffe,

Annagassen, or Glyde 
and Dee.

Boyne,

By a straight line drawn from Reennanalagane 
Point due N. to Black Point on opposite shore.

By a straight line drawn from Lansharragh 
Point to mouth of small creek leading to 

1 Reen Quay.
By a straight line drawn from the S. W. 

point of pier under Stone House at Callina- 
fercy, to the opposite point called “Keel 
Point.”

By a straight line drawn from the point of the 
baronial boundary, in the Townland of 
Ballyeagh, in a direction south-west, to 
opposite shore.

By a straight line drawn from the east point 
of Nimmo’s Pier to the south-west of Rin- 
more, called Rinmore Point.

By a straight line drawn from Corrahowna 
Point to the opposite shore, meeting the 
townland boundary.

By a straight line drawn from the W. point of 
the Great Rock, due west, to the opposite 
shore.

By a straight line drawn from the Pier of Bun
dorragha to Pullavale Rock, on east side.

By a straight line drawn from Gubbaunduff, 
or Black Point, to Blainakearagh Point, on 
opposite shore.

By a straight line drawn across the northern 
extremities of the piers or jetties built by 
Board of Works.

By a straight line drawn in a direction from 
point of headland, called South Rock, on 
the south, to the road leading to Fern’s Hill, 
on the north.

By a straight line drawn along the shore at low 
water mark in a direction from the Pulling 
Hole,N.E. across the river, to opposite shore.

By a straight line drawn along from Pointin
chose, County Antrim, to Magheracar, 
County Donegal.

By a straight line drawn along from Doonan 
Point in a S.W. direction across the river, 
to opposite shore.

By a line drawn in a direction north-east and 
north-west across said river, 3,500 feet sea
ward of Kilcar Bridge.

By a straight line drawn from Culmore Fort 
to north-west angle of Culkeeragh House.

By a straight line drawn from Ball’s Point to 
the point of ” Dargan’s Embankment.’’

By a straight line drawn from west extremity 
of Rabbit Warren, in direction of the dome 
of Downhill House, to opposite shore.

By a straight line drawn from “ Waterfoot 
Point, (lite south, to opposite shore..

By a straight line drawn in a direction from 
Annagassen Mills, on the south, to the coal 
store on right side of road from Annagassen 
to Castlebellingham.

By a straight line drawn in a direction from 
Maiden Tower to Baitray Point.
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Appendix, No. 15. Appendix.

Fisheries.—Extracted from the Constabulary General Code of Regulations.

Xote.—The numbers of the paragraphs refer to the Sections of 
the Code. 

Sec. Sec.
List of Acts, . . .711 Close Season, . 718
Limitation to Public Interests, 712 Analysis of the Acts, . 719
Cases in which to act, . 713-16 Rewards, . . .
Chief Duties, . . .717

. 720

members of the force, and that it shall be recommended that 
the portion of the penalty awarded to prosecutors be granted 
as a reward to the men concerned, such recommendation 
will be duly considered.

Henry John Brownrigg, 
Inspector- General.

May ls£, I860.

Extracts from 
the Constabu
lary General 
Code of Regu
lations.

711. List of Acts. — The Constabulary are to exercise 
their utmost vigilance in enforcing the strict observance of 
the1 Fishery Laws as far as may be compatible with the 
prior and more pressing duty of preserving the public peace. 
The following are the Acts referred to:—

712. Limitation to Public Interests.—It is to be understood 
that this branch of the duties of the force is limited to the 
protection of the public interests—a limitation which should 
be kept strictly in view ; and that whilst the Constabulary, 
without respect of persons, enforce the provisions of the 
Acts as now directed, no interference whatever should take 
place in the protection of merely private interests, or in 
questions of private right—as, for example, in the cases of 
persons using lawful means of fishing, but in places stated to 
be exclusively the right of others. Nor should the enforce
ment of the provisions referred to be employed with the 
view or for the purpose of settling questions of right; 
nor are the Constabulary to interfere with any person what
soever fishing at the lawful season in a manner not contrary 
to the provisions which they arc to enforce.

713 Cases in which to Act.— lhe Constabulary will act 
in enforcing the provisions of the Fishery Laws as follbws, 
viz.:— ...

714. In all cases of offences committed in their presence, 
whether off or on duty, provided that, in the latter case, it 
can be done without impediment to the duty on which 
actually engaged......

715. In all cases of offences arising in their immediate
neighbourhood, of which they get credible information, and 
to which they can attend without prejudice to their other 
duties:— .

7 ] 6. In all cases of offences at night, and of having or 
usin" any light or fire, spear, gaff, strokeall, or other such 
instrument, with intent to take salmon or other fish in or on 
the banks of any river or lake, or disturbing spawning fish, 
it is particularly desirable that every exertion should be 
made to enforce the provisions relating thereto.

717. Chief Duties.—The Schedule shows the provisions 
of the Fishery Acts, which the Constabulary are empowered 
to enforce, and that the chief duties required of them are, 
the observance of the annual and weekly close time, the pre
servation of the fry and spawn of salmon, trout, and eels, 
and the prevention of all modes of fishing, except rod and 
line, in the works or watercourses appurtenant to mills or 
factories.

718. Close Season.—A schedule of the Close Season, in 
the several districts in Ireland, as at present fixed, will be 
found on page 27. Future changes in the seasons will be 
duly notified, at each station, by the Commissioners of 
Fisheries.

719. Analysis of the Acts.—To the Schedule of provisions 
to be enforced are added the sections which point out the 
means to be used  and the manner in which cases are 
brought to trial. Generally it will be desirable to proceed 
by summons to the petty sessions; but where parties are 
caught in the commission of the offences during the close 
season, it will be advisable to seize the illegal instruments 
used, or the legal instruments used illegally for fishing; and 
if the parties are unknown, and refuse to give a satisfactory 
account of themselves, to apprehend them, pursuant to the 
Acts, and bring them before a magistrate, to be dealt with 
according to law.

*

720. Rewards. — In cases of successful prosecution, or 
-where zeal and efficiency shall have been manifested by 

* The large powers of bailiffs in the execution of warrants and other
wise, are vested in the Constabulary in addition to their own.

Schedule of the Provisions of the Fishery Acts, 
5 & 6 Vic., c. 10G ; 8 & 9 Vic., c. 108; 9 & 10 Vic., 
c. 114; 11 & 12 Vic., c. 92; and 13 & 14 Vic., c. 
88, which the Constabulary are empowered to en
force, by the 7th and 8th Vic., c. 108.

See Secs. 717, 718 (above).

1. Annual Close Seasons, as fixed by the Commissioners 
—(see Schedule of Close Seasons in the different districts in 
Ireland.)

2. Close Season for Trout—same as that fixed by the 
Commissioners for Salmon—13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 45.

3. The Close Season for Pollen or Fresh Water Herring— 
same as that fixed for Trout, except in Lough Neagh, in 
which Pollen may be taken by trammel or set nets, composed 
of thread or yarn of fine texture, not less than ten hanks to 
the pound weight, and having a mesh of not less than one 
inch from knot to knot—between 1st March and 29th Sep
tember—13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 1.

4. Close Season for Oysters—1st May to 1 September, 
except in Carlingford Lough, where it is between 1st March 
and 1st November—5 and 6 Vic., c. 10G, s. 32.

5. It shall be lawful for Constabulary and Coast Guards, 
&c., and any person acting under authority of the Com
missioners, when and as often as they or any of them shall, in 
any fishing weir, net, or contrivance, during the weekly or 
other Close Season, find any passage shut, closed, or ob
structed, or during such Close Time, in any place find anynet 
or other contrivance placed or used where the same are now 
by law, or may be prohibited by the Commissioners, or shall 
at any time find any obstruction in the Queen’s share or free 
gap, through or over any fishing or other weir, or in the 
sluice passages appurtenant to any mill or factory at any 
time when the sluice gate of same shall be open, then and so 
often to open such passages, and remove all such obstruc
tions, doing no unnecessary damage; and to seize and re
move all nets and parts of nets which may be found so placed 
or used contrary to provisions of Act.f Nothing to exempt 
any person from the penalties and forfeitures prescribed by 
Act, in respect to any of the matters aforesaid—not liable 
for any damage caused by opening such passage, or removal 
of nets or obstruction—see section—8 and 9 Vic. c. 108, s. 10.

G. Any person taking or fishing for, or aiding or assisting 
in taking or fishing for Salmon or Trout during the Close 
Season, is liable to a penalty of any sum not exceeding ten 
pounds for every such offence, and forfeiture offish and engine 
by which the same may have been taken—5 and 6 Vic., c. 
106, s. 36. And any person buying, selling, or exposing for 
sale, or having in his possession any Salmon or Trout, or any 
part thereof, so caught in the Close Time, he shall forfeit 
such fish and a sum not exceeding two pounds for each fish: 
and having in possession shall be prima facie evidence of the 
fish having been caught in Close Season—13 and 14 Vic., c. 
88, s. 35. And any person using nets or other modes of 
catching fish in any weir during Close Season, shall be liable 
to a penalty of any sum not exceeding ten pounds, and for
feiture of such net, &c., and proof that such person is the 
occupier of the weir shall be prima facie evidence that such 
nets were set by him—5 and 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 36. And any 
person dredging for, taking, catching, or destroying, having 
in his possession, selling, or buying any Oysters, or Oyster 
Brood during the Close Season for Oysters, shall forfeit such 
Oysters, and pay a sum not exceeding five pounds—mini
mum of penalties in any of the foregoing cases, ten shillings— 
11 and 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 42.

■f Note—There is no power given to seize boats.

5 and 6 Vic., c. 106. 9 and 10 Vic., c. 114.
7 and 8 Vic., c. 103. 11 and 12 Vic., c. 92.
8 and 9 Vic., c. 103. 13 and 14 Vic., c. 88.
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7. Constabulary, &c., empowered to seize fish in Annual 
Close Season—13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 35.

8. All machinery, nets, &c., for fishing to be removed dur
ing Close Time within thirty-six hours after expiration of 
Open Season—penalty not less than two pounds, and not ex
ceeding ten pounds, ami forfeiture of net, &c see section— 
5 and 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 37 ; and 13 and 14 Vie., c. 88, s. 34.

9. Weirs for taking white fish exempt, if regularly licensed 
by the Commissioners of Fisheries—13 and 14 Vic., c. 88. 
s. 39.

Weekly Close Time*

(Note—There is no power to seize fish caught during Weekly Close 
Season.)

10. Weekly Close Time in inland lakes and rivers, between 
six of the clock on Saturday evening, and six of the clock on 
Monday morning. In the sea or estuaries, or tideways, be
tween the low water next in point of time, before six of the 
clock on Saturday night, and the low water next in point of 
time, before six of the clock on Monday morning—5 and 6 
Vic., c. 106, s. 40; and 13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 38.

11. All fishing of every description (with rod and line, and 
nets or baskets, &c., used for the taking of cels excepted) 
prohibited during weekly Close Season ; Queen’s share to be 
opened in all fixed nets, &c., and leaders of all nets to be 
removed—sec sections.

12. Penalty for non-observance, or for using any means or 
device to prevent the free passage, or frightening or scaring, 
or attempting to frighten or scare any Salmon or other fish 
from passing, or taking any Salmon or other fish during the 
time specified—not less than ten pounds and not exceeding 
fifty pounds: provided such person shall not be prevented by 
floods, storm, or stress of weather from removing leaders, or 
making openings—13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 4G.

2'ry, Spawn, and Unclean or Spent Fish.

13. Penalties for taking, selling, purchasing, or having in 
possession, &c., or disturbing Spawning-beds, or hindering 
free passage of, or taking in Eel weirs, &c.—5 and G Vic., c. 
10G, ss. 73, 74, and 77.

(Note—No power to seize foul, or unclean or spent Fish during 
Open Season.)

Queen's Share—Free Passage of Fish.

14. No fishing of any description whatever shall be carried 
on in any part of any free gap or Queen’s share, in any weir in 
any river, nor shall any net basket, or other engine for taking 
fish, or preventing or deterring fish from going up or down the 
same, be used within fifty yards above or below any part of 
such weir. Nor shall any gravel, clay, stones, or other matter 
be thrown into the same; nor shall the water be beaten ; nor 
any bridge, board, cloth, or other thing be set in, over, or 
across the same, to prevent the free passage of fish at all 
periods of the year—penalty twenty pounds—5 and G Vic., 
c. 10G, s. 57.

15. No obstruction is to be placed in or near, nor any fish
ing carried on in any fish passage made in any natural ob
struction, or in any mill weir, or other similar works—pen
alty twenty pounds—5 and 6 Vic., c. 10G, s. G4.

Mills and Factories.

1G. No person is at any time of the year to take fish in 
any mill pool, or mill dam, or in works appurtenant to mills, 
or in any watercourse leading the water to or from such 
mill, by any means save rod and line only, and rendering the 
mill owner liable, if real offender not known or found— 
5 and G Vic., c. 10G, s. 75.

* As this provision protects the distribution of the fish, the admission 
of a share to upper proprietors, who thereby become interested in tlie 
protection of breeding fish, and pr vides for the early stocking of the 
rivers, it is deemed of great importance to enforce it: and a penalty of 
not less than £10 is attached to the commission of an offence against 
tins provision.

17. The sluices which admit the water to the wheels of 
mills or factories to be kept shut for twenty-four consecutive 
hours, between six o’clock on Saturday afternoon, and six 
o’clock on Monday morning, so that the water may flow 
frcelv through any existing gap or waste gate—5 and G 
Vic..’ c. 106, s. 63.

18. The waste sluices or waste gates, or overfalls shall, at 
all seasons of the year, when the mill shall not be used for 
milling purposes, be kept open if no passage for fish be pro
vided; and when such passage is provided, then they shall 
be kept shut down so as to force the water through such pas
sage for fish. Owners of mills liable—penalty ten pounds— 
13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 39.

Disturbing Spawning Fish, fro—Fishing at Night with Lights,
Damming or Teeming or Emptying Hirers to take Fish.

19. Section 78 provides penalty not exceeding ten pounds, 
ami forfeiture of instrument, &c., for having or using in or 
on the banks ofany river or lake, between sunset and sunrise, 
any light or fire ofany kind, or any spear, gaff, strokeall, or 
other such instrument, with intent to take Salmon or other 
fish— or at any time chasing, injuring, or disturbing spawning 
fish, or fish on the spawning beds, or attempting to catch fish 
in such places (except with rod and Hies only), or damming 
or teeming or emptying any river or mill race, for the pur
pose of taking or destroying any Salmon or Trout, or the fry 
thereof—5 and G Vic., c. 10G, s. 78.

20. Prohibits the use of any otter spear, lyster, gafi, 
strokeall, dree draw, &c., at any time of the year—penalty 
not less than four pounds—13 and 14 A ic., c. 88, s. 40.

Means provided for the en forcement of Fishery Acts.

o 1 Powers of Water Bailiffs now extended to the Consta
bulary, by 7 and 8 Vic., c'. 108, s. 1; and 5 and 6 A ic., 
c. 106, s. 84. .

22. Justices may grant warrants to enter places not in
cluded in above powers—5 and 6 Aric., c. 106, s. 85. . ,

23. Offenders may be apprehended who refuse to tell their 
names, or who continue the offence—5 and G A ic., c. 106,

24. Persons using violence or menace to prevent lawful
prosecution ofany fishery, may be apprehended—5 & 6 A ic., 
c. 106, s. 88. ’

25. Penalty on assaulting persons empowered to enforce 
the provisions of the Act—5 and G Vic., c. 106, s. 90.

26. How offences against Act may be tried ; levy of pen
alty and expenses; extension of jurisdiction of Magistrates 
to offences committed at sea ; disposal of illegal nets or legal 
nets used illegally; evidence ; witnesses; offences on inear
ing rivers; limitation of actions—5 and 6 A ic., c. 106, 
ss. 94-110.

27. Definition of terms used in Act—13 and 14 Aric. 
c. 88, s. 1.

Application of Penalties.

28. One-third of every sum of money levied as a fine or 
penalty shall be paid to the informer, or person who shall be 
the means of bringing to justice any person offending against 
the provisions of the Act; the other two-thirds to the con
servators of the district—21 and 22 Vic., c. 100, s. 28; 
11 and 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 35.

Summons.

29. To be served personally, or left at or on board the 
vessel, or posted on the known residence of the person for 
whom intended—5 and 6 Vic., c. 10G, s. 94.

30. Illegal nets or engines, or nets or engines of a legal 
foim and size used illegally, may be retained until the next 
sitting of the Petty Sessions Court, or any adjournment 
theieof, in the district where the same may be seized, when 
they are to be brought before the Magistrates to be dis
posed of, or destroyed, as the case may be. as directed by 
section 103 of the 5th and 6th A’ic., c. 10G—5 and 6 A'ic., 
c. 106, s. 103.

[Index to Schedule.
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Arrest of Offenders, . 23. Passage of Fish,....................................... . 5, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18.
Assaulting Oflicer, &c., . 25. Penalties, Application of, . . . 28.
Bailiffs, Powers of, . . . • 21. Penalties, Levy of, ... . . 26.
Buying Fish in Close Season, . 6. Pollen,......................................................... . 3.
Close Season, Annual, . . . See “ Season." Possession, having Fish in, during Close

Do., Weekly, . Do. Season,................................................ . 6.
Do., Buying, Selling, or liavin ■r in i Queen’s Share,...................................... . 5, 11, 14.

possession Fish in, . ° > 6. Rod and Line, ..... . See "Angling."
Duty of Constabulary,. * . 7, <tc. Salmon, Season for, .... . 1.
Damming Rivers, . 19. Season, Annual Close, .... . 1 to 8.
Definition of Terms, . 27. Do., Weekly Close, . 5, 10, 11, 12, 17.
Dree Draw. ..... . 20. Seizing Fish or Engines, &c., . 5, 7.
Eels and Eel Weirs, . 13. Selling Fish in Close Season, . 6.
Engines, disposal of, . . 30. Sluices, ...... . 5, 17, 18.
Evidence, ..... . 26. Spawn, ...... . 13.
Factories,....................................... . 5, 16, 17. Spawning Fish or Beds, disturbing, . . 13, 19.
Fixed Engines, .... . 11. Spears,......................................................... . 19, 20.
Fire on Banks of Rivers, . 19. Spent Fish, ...... . 13.
Fry, disturbing, &c., . . 13. Strokeall,................................................ . 19, 20.
Free Passage of Fish, . . 5, 12, 13, 14. Summons, Service of, . . 29.
Calls....................................................... . 19, 20. Teeming Rivers,....................................... . 19.
Illegal Engines, .... . 30. Trial of Offences,...................................... . 26.
Legal Engines used Illegally, . 30. Trout,......................................................... 2.
Lights on Banks of Rivers, . . . 19. Violence, using,...................................... ’. 24.
Lysters, ..... . 20. Warrants,................................................ 22.
Machinery,....................................... . 8. Watercourses of Mills, ; 16.
Mills...................................................... . 5, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19. Water Bailiffs, ..... . 21.
Nets....................................................... . 5, 6, 8, 30. Weirs,......................................................... . 5, 6, 9, 14.
Night, Fishing at, . . . . 19. White Fish, ..... . 9.
Offences, Trial of, . 26. Witnesses,................................................ . 26.
Otters,................................................ . 20.
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Fisheries.—Instructions for Coast Guards, &c., &c., with Extracts from the Acts of Parliament 
relatino- to Irish Fisheries, compiled by T. F. Brady, Fishery Department, Office of Public 
Works°

5 & 6 Vic., c. 10G ; 7 & 8 Vic., c. 108 ; 8 & 9 Vic., c. 108 ;
9 & 10 Vic., c. 114; 11 & 12 Vic., c. 92; and 13 & 14 
Vic-, c. 88.

The following extracts from the Acts of Parliament in force 
in Ireland, for the regulation and protection of the Fisheries, 
are published with a view to the guidance ot the Coast 
Guards in the discharge of their duties, and pointing out 
the particular powers they possess under the Statutes, which 
being extensive, should at all times be carried out tempe
rately, yet firmly and strictly.

There are some provisions of the laws referred to in these 
Instructions applying to the fresh-water portions of rivers 
and lakes which may not come under the immediate cogni
zance of the Coast Guards, being remote from then* stations. 
They are, however, included, in case their aid, in some in
stances, might be required.

Particular attention should be paid to the enforcement of 
a strict observance of the Close Seasons, both Annual and 
Weekly, amongst all classes of fishermen, and with every 
description of fishing engine.

Note.—In case of seizure of any net or other engine by any person 
du y authorized to seize same, care should be taken that such net or 
other engine should be brought before the .Magistrates at the NEXT 
sitting or the Petty Sessions Court, as directed by the 103rd section 
of the 5th and 6th Vic. c. 106.

A'o pricer under the Fishery Laus to seize boats.

COAST GUARDS’ POWERS.

I. It shall be lawful for such officers and petty officers 
belonging to the cruisers of Her Majesty’s Navy, and for 
such officers and men of the Coast Guard Stations as shall 
be thereunto authorized by the Commissioners of Iler Ma
jesty’s Customs, at such times and in all such places, and 
subject to such directions and regulations as the said Com
missioners of Customs shall from time to time think fit to 
prescribe, to go on board any vessel employed in fishing and 
examine the certificate of registry and nets of such vessel, 
and whether the regulations of Act have been complied with, 
and whether the master and other persons on board such 
vessel are carrying on the said fishery in the manner re
quired by law, and to seize any illegal nets or engines, or 
any nets or engines used contrary to the provisions of Act, 
or to any of the orders, regulations, or bye-laws made by 
the Commissioners ; and lawful for the officers and men em
ployed in the ( 'oast Guard Service in Ireland to execute, for 
the purposes of Act, on sea or on land, the warrants of any 
Justice as fully and effectually as any person authorized and 
empowered to execute warrants of any Justice in Ireland, 
may now execute the same on land within their respective

districts; and to do all such other Acts on sea or land in re
lation to the preservation of peace among persons engaged 
in fishing, and the enforcement o f the provisions of Act as any 
Constable may lawfully do within his jurisdiction—5 & 6 
Vic., c. 106, s. 86.

2. When any person shall be found at sea, or on rivers, 
lakes, or other waters, or on land, offending against any of 
the provisions of Act, by the use of any illegal net, engine, 
or device whatsoever for the taking of fish, or by the 
use of any net, engine, or device prohibited at such time, or 
in any other manner, it shall be lawful for any officer or per
son empowered to enforce the provisions of Act, or for any 
person interested in the fishery in which such illegal act may 
be committed, to require the person so found offending forth
with to desist from such offence, and also to tell his Christian 
name, surname, and place of abode; and in case such per
son shall, after being so required, refuse to tell his real 
name or place of abode, or shall give such a general descrip
tion of his place of abode as shall be illusory, for the pur
pose of discovery, or shall wilfully continue such offence, it 
shall be lawful for the officer or person so requiring, as 
aforesaid, and also for any person acting by his order and in 
his aid, to apprehend such offender, and to convey him, or 
cause him to be conveyed, as soon as conveniently may be, 
before a Justice of the Peace, to be dealt with according to 
law: provided always, that no person so apprehended shall, 
on any pretence whatsoever, be detained for a longer period 
than twenty-four hours from the time of his apprehension be
fore he shall be brought before some Justice of the Peace ; 
and that if he cannot, on account of the absence or distance 
of the residence of any such Justice of the Peace, or owing 
to any other reasonable cause, be brought before a Justice 
of the Peace within such twelve hours, as aforesaid, then the 
person so apprehended shall be discharged, but may, never
theless, be proceeded against for his offence by summons or 
warrant as if no such apprehension had taken place—5 & 6 
Vic., c. 106. s. 87.

3. Where any persons, to the number of three or more 
together, shall be found by any officer of Iler Majesty’s 
Navy, or of the Coast Guard, or any water bailiff, or peace 
officer, by violence, intimidation, or menace, impeding or 
obstructing, or attempting to impede or obstruct, any other 
person or persons in the lawful prosecution of any fishery, 
it shall be lawful for such officer of the Navy, or Coast 
Guard, or water bailiff, or peace officer so requiring, and 
also for any person acting by his order or in his aid, to ap
prehend such offenders, and to convey them before a Justice 
of Peace, to be dealt with according to law; and every per
son so offending by such violence, intimidation, or menace, 
as aforesaid, and every person then and there aiding or

E
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abetting such offender, shall, upon being convicted thereof, 
forfeit and pay for every such offence such penalty, not ex
ceeding Twenty Pounds, as to the convicting .Justice shall 
seem meet, together with the cos£s of the conviction, which 
said penalty shall be in addition to and independent of any 
other penalty to which any such person may be liable for 
any other offence against Act—5 & G Vic., c. 10G, s. 88.

NETS.

4. No net or other engine covered with canvas, hide, or
other material, by which unsizeable anti young fish may be 
taken or destroyed, shall be used on the sea-coast, or within 
any estuary, except for the purpose of dredging for shell 
fish__ Penalty not exceeding 7b/z Pounds, and forfeiture of
net—5 & 6 Vic., c. IOG, s. 6.

5. No person shall at any time, between sunrise and sunset, 
set, either in the sea or within the tideway in any estuary, 
any sea net for the catching of herrings, or any trammel 
net, or leave any drag or other net in the water between 
sunrise and sunset, except stake or fixed nets for the catching 
of salmon, and save, also, seines or drift nets for pilchards 
or herrings, provided such stake or fixed nets, and such 
seines or drift nets, be used at such times and places as may 
not be prohibited by any bye-law.—Penalty not exceeding 
Ten Pounds, and forfeiture of net—5 & G Vie , c. JOG, s. 7; 
7 & 8 Vic., c. 108, s. 7-

G. Every person who shall, between sunset and sunrise, 
have set, either in the sea or within the tideway in any 
estuary, any such net as is prohibited from being left set, or 
in the water between sunrise and sunset, shall before sunrise 
haul up and remove such net or nets.—Penalty not exceed
ing Five Pounds, and forfeiture of net. Proviso as to being 
prevented by storm or stress ot weather—5 & G Vic., c. 10G, 
s. 8.

7. Every person who shall use any trawl or trammel net 
at any season, or any place, either in the sea or within the 
tideway in any estuary, when or where the same shall have 
been prohibited by any bye-law. shall forfeit such net, ami 
pay a penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds—5 & G Vic., 
c. 106, s. 9.

8. No person shall set any net at or across the entrance 
of any bay or estuary, in any place, or at any time, which 
shall be prohibited by any bye-law.—Penalty not exceeding 
Five Pounds—5 & 6 Vic., c. 10G, s. 10.

9. No stake weir, stake net, nor any leader, outrigger, or 
other work of any kind, shall be placed or erected, or suffered 
to remain in such a manner as that it shall extend to a 
greater distance than from high water to low water mark of 
spring tides, save and except in the case ot ebb and flood 
weirs, commonly called head weirs, not fished by means of 
a fixed net: nor shall any such weir be so constructed as to 
be capable of taking young or unsizeable fish;—and the 
nets made use of in the formation and construction of such 
stake nets, and of the leaders of all bag or other fixed nets, 
shall be extended evenly in such a manner that the meshes 
shall be stretched to their full opening;—and all bag nets 
shall be so placed and erected as that the netting of the leaders 
can be raised and hept out of water, and that clear openings 
can be made in all stake nets, Sfc.—Penalty not exceeding 
Ten Pounds—5 & G Vic., c. 106, s. 26.

10. For Bye-laws, see pages 28, 29.

OYSTER FISHERIES.

11. Not lawful to dredge for, take, catch, destroy, or have 
in possession, sell or buy, any oysters or oyster brood, be
tween First May and First September in any year.— 
Penalty Five Pounds—5 & G Vic., c. 10G, ss. 32, 3G.

12. Any person stealing oysters or oyster brood from any 
oyster bed or laying, being the exclusive property of any 
person or persons, and sufficiently marked out and known 
as such, or from any oyster bed or laying, formed or planted 
with the permission, in writing, of the Commissioners, shall 
be deemed guilty of larceny, and be punished accordingly— 
5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 11 ; 8 & 9 Vic., c. 108, ss. 18, 19 ; 
13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, ss. 41, 42.

13. Any person unlawfully and wilfully using any dredge
or net, instrument or engine, within limits of any oyster bed, 
being the. exclusive property of any other person, and suffi
ciently marked out and known as such, for purpose of taking 
oysters or oyster brood, although none shall be actually 
taken, or dragging upon the ground or soil of such fishery, 
shall be deemed guilty of misdemeanor, and be punished 
accordingly. Nothing to prevent any person from fishing 
for any floating fish within the limits of any oyster fishery 
with any net, &e., adapted for taking floating fish only_
5 & 6 Vic., c. 10G, s. 12.

14. Note.—Permission given to dredge for oysters, during month 
of May in each year, between Wicklow Head and Raven Point, north 
of Wexford Harbour.

See Bye-Laics, page 29.

BALLAST.
15. No person shall throw out. or unlade, from any vessel 

the ballast thereof, or any part thereof, within any estuary, 
harbour, or place, unless where the same may be allowed by 
the (. ommissioners, or by the local regulations of such har
bour or place. — 1’enaltv not exceeding 7’cn Pounds—5 6 
Vic., c. 10G, s. 14.

REGISTRY OF FISHING VESSELS.
1G. At such ot the ('oast Guard Stations and Custom 

House Offices within such districts as the Commissioners 
shall appoint, subject to the consent and approbation of the 
Commissioners of Her Majesty's Customs, there shall be 
kept by such officer as the Commissioners may appoint, in 
books to be kept for that purpose, a registry of all vessels 
engaged in fishing, together with the names <»f the owners of 
such vessels, ami of the ports to which they may belong, and 
the number of men usually employed in each such vessel. 
And the owners of such vessels are required to have regis
tered their names, ami the names of their vessels, and the 
ports to which they belong, ami the number of their men. 
Che owner of each vessel shall be furnished by the register
ing officer with a certificate of such registry, and pay for 
such certificate a sum not exceeding one shilling. And the 
number, mark, or letter which shall be assigned to each 
vessel by the registering officer, together with the name of 
the vessel, of the owner, or some one of the owners, and of 
the port to which such vessel belongs, shall be painted on 
the stern of such vessel, and such number, and mark, or 
letter, shall be also painted on the sails and bows, or quar
ters, and on the buoys attached to the nets used with such 
Vessel. Ac.. in such manner as the Commissioners shall 
direct._ 1’enaltv not exceeding Five Pounds. Provision as
to vessels not permanently engaged in fishing—5 & G Vic., 
c. 106, s. 1G.

ASSAULTING OR RESISTING.

17. If anv person shall assault, resist, or obstruct any of 
the Commissioners, or any person acting by their authority, 
or any officer of Her Majesty's Navy or Coast Guard, or 
any person acting under him, or them, or any water bailiff 
in the execution of any of the powers conferred on him by 
Act, or by any rule, order, or bye-law, to be made in pur
suance of Act, or if the master of tiny fishing vessel shall re
fuse to produce his certificate of registry when thereunto 
required, every person so offending shall for every such 
offence forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding 7’en Pounds 
__5 & G Vic., c. JOG, s. 90.

CLOSE SEASONS.

18. For Annual Close Seasons, see Schedule, page 27.
19. Any person taking or fishing for, or aiding or assist

ing in taking or fishing for salmon or trout during the close 
season, is liable to a penalty of any sum not exceeding Ten 
Pounds for every such offence, and forfeiture of fish and 
engine by which the same may have been taken. And any 
person buying, selling, or exposing for sale, or having in his 
possession any salmon or trout, or part thereof, so caught in 
the dose time, shall forfeit such fish and a sum not exceed
ing Two Pounds for each fish ; and having in possession 
shall be primd facie evidence of the fish having been caught 
in close season. And any person using nets or other modes 
of catching fish in any weir, shall be liable to a penalty of 
Ten Pounds, and forfeiture of such net, &c., and proof that 
such person is the occupier of weir shall be primu facie evi
dence that such nets were set by him. And any person 
dredging for, taking, catching, or destroying, having in his pos
session, selling, ov buying any oysters, or oyster brood, duriim 
the close season for oysters, shall forfeit such oysters, and 
pay a sum not exceeding Five Pounds.—Minimum. of pen
alties in any of the foregoing cases, Ten Shillings—5 & 6 
Vic., c. 106, s. 36; 13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 35 ; 11 & 12 Vic., 
c. 92, s. 42.

20. Any person in whose possession any part or portion of 
a salmon or trout shall be found or exposed for sale during 
the close sea son shall be in the like cases subject to like penal
ties and forfeitures ; and all persons empowered to enforce 
the provisions of Act, shall be and are empowered to seize 
all such salmon or trout, or any such portion thereof as afore
said, when so found in the possession of any person, or ex
posed for sale during the dose season—13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, 
s. 35.

21. I luring the dose season for salmon, every occupier or 
farmer of any fishery shall remove and carry away, or cause 
to be removed and carried away, from such fishery, and the 
weirs, dikes, and dams connected therewith, and from the 
river, or stream in which such weirs, dikes, or dams arc placed, 
and from the landing places adjoining thereto, all and every
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■engine, spear, hand net, or other net, inscale, hecks, and rails 
of all cruives, boxes, or cribs, used for the purpose of taking 
or killing salmon, and the tops of such cruives, boxes, or 
cribs, and all planks and temporary engines and fixtures 
used and required for the fishing of the same; and that all 
and every obstruction to the free passage of the fish in and 
through each and every such crtiive. crib, or box be wholly 
removed and carried away within, thirty-six hours after the 
expiration of the open season, and shall not be again placed 
or allowed to be placed or to remain therein until within 
thirty-six hours of the commencement of such open season; 
and in ease any such occupier or farmer shall omit or neglect, 
so to remove all and every such net, engine, or other tackle, 
and every contrivance, or obstruction as aforesaid, he shall 
forfeit all such nets, engines, or other tackle or contrivance 
as aforesaid, and shall for every such offence forfeit and pay 
a sum not exceeding Fifty Pounds, and shall also for every 
day during which he shall sutler such obstacles and other 
things to remain and be unremoved beyond the period pre
scribed by Act, pay a sum not exceeding Five Pounds : Pro
vided always that nothing shall be construed to render liable 
to any penalty any person who shall be prevented by floods, 
storm, or stress of weather, from removing any such net, 
engine, or tackle during the continuance of such prevention; 
and provided also, that the proprietor or farmer of any sal
mon weir, now legally entitled by patent, charter, or other
wise, to a right of fishing for cels in such weir, and who has 
exercised such right previous to the passing of Act, shall not 
be liable to any penalty on account of his placing, hanging, 
or using, coghill or cel nets or baskets in the eves or gaps of 
such weir, if such coghill or eel nets or baskets be only used 
in conformity with the provisions of Act, and be only hung 
in four-fifths in number of the eyes or gaps of such weir, and 
the other one-fifth of such eyes or gaps, in addition to the 
Queen’s or free pass, be kept open and unobstructed for the 
free passage of all kinds ol fish ; and provided also, that 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to exempt such 
proprietor or farmer from liability to the penalties by Act 
directed in case any salmon or trout shall be killed, taken, or 
caught in such weir during close season, or in case he shall 
not keep open and unobstructed, according to the. provisions 
of Act, one fift h in number, as aforesaid, of the eyes or gaps 
of the said weir—5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 37.

22. During the close season for salmon, every proprietor,
lessee, or other person who shall be engaged in fishing for 
salmon by means of fixed engines, shall remove and carry 
away, or cause to be removed and carried away, from the 
poles or fixtures to which they shall be attached, all stake 
nets, bag nets, sole nets, fly nets, or other devices or engines 
used for the purpose of taking salmon, except where such 
nets, devices, or engines shall be formed of wood, iron, cop
per, or other rigid substance, in which case a clear opening 
of four feet in width shall be made, and maintained in and 
completely through the pouches, traps, or chambers, of all 
such nets, devices, or engines, from the top to the bottom of 
such pouches, traps, or chambers, and in the eyes of flood 
and ebb weirs, commonly called head weirs, so’ as to allow 
the free passage of salmon and other fish through the same, 
and effectually to prevent the catching or taking of any fish 
therein ; and in case any such person shall omit or neglect 
to remove or carry away all such nets and engines, or, as the 
case may be, to make and maintain free from all obstruction 
such openings as aforesaid, during the times aforesaid, he 
shall forfeit all such nets or engines, and shall forfeit and pay 
a sum not exceeding Fifty Pounds, and shall also /or every 
day during which such nets and engines shall remain and be 
unremoved beyond the period prescribed by Act, forfeit and 
pay a sum not exceeding Five Pounds; provided always, 
that nothing herein contained shall be construed to render 
liable to any penalty any person who shall be prevented by 
storm or stress of weather from removing such nets or en
gines, or making such openings as aforesaid, during the con
tinuance of such prevention. Saving for weirs licensed by 
Commissioners to catch white sea fish—5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, 
ss. 38, 39. .

23. Every proprietor, lessee, or other person who shall be 
engaged in fishing for salmon by means of nets of any kind, 
shall remove and carry them away during the yearly close 
season under a penalty of not less than Two Pounds, and 
forfeiture of nets—13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 34.

WEEKLY CLOSE TIME.

24. “Weekly close time in inland lakes and rivers, be
tween six of the clock on Saturday evening and six of the 
clock on Monday morning. In the sea or estuaries, or tide
ways, between the low water next in point of time, before 
six of the clock on Saturday night’and the low water next in 
point of time, before six of t he clock on Monday momma”— 
5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 40 ; 13 & 14 Vic., e. 88,%. 38.

25. “ All fishing of every description, (with rod and line 
only excepted) prohibited during weekly close season ; Queen's 

share to be opened in all fixed nets, de., and leaders of all nett 
to be removed."

26. In tideway from the low water next in point of time 
before six of the clock on Saturday night, and the low water 
next in point of time before six of the clock on Monday 
morning, and during such time in each stake, Hood, ebb, or 
head weir and stake net, a clear opening of at least four feet 
in width shall be made, and kept from obstruction in the 
pouches, traps, chambers, or eyes of the same from bottom 
to top, so as effectually to allow of the free passage of sal
mon and other fish, and the netting of the leader of every bag, 
fly, sole, or other fixed net shall be raised and kept out of the 
water, and that in all rivers, lakes, and tideways, all other nets 
and baskets whatsoever, except those used for the taking of 
eels, shall be wholly removed and taken out of the water for 
the space of time above mentioned; and the inscales, or 
gates, and rails or framework of all such cribs, boxes, or 
cruivos for the catching of salmon, &c., shall be removed out 
of, or opened in each such crib, &c., in every salmon or other 
weir wherein salmon may be caught, in such a manner that 
a clear opening of not less than four feet in width from the 
bottom to the top shall be left therein, and a free, direct, 
and uninterrupted space of said width shall be effectually 
secured for the passage of fish of all kinds, both up and 
down through such cribs, &c.—5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 40.

27. Penalty for non-observance, or for using any means 
or device to prevent the free passage, or frightening or scar
ing, or attempting to frighten or scare any salmon from pass
ing, or taking any salmon during the time specified,—not 
less than 7’ea Pounds, anti not exceeding Fifty Pounds: 
provided such person shall not be prevented by Hoods, storm, 
or stress of weather from removing such leaders, or making 
such openings—13 & 14 Vic., c. 88. s. 46.

28. During the weekly close season, the sluices which ad
mit the. water to the wheels of all mills or factories, shall at 
all seasons of the year be kept shut for twenty-four conse
cutive hours in each week, between six o’clock on Saturday 
afternoon, and six o’clock on Monday morning, so that the 
water may be allowed to flow freely through any existing 
gap in such weir, or any fish passage formed therein—or 
where no gap or fish pass, through the waste gate on the 
up-stream side of the wheel sluices of such mill, &c.— 
5 & G Vic., c. I0G, s. 63.

29. It shall be lawful for Constabulary and Coast Guards, 
&c., and any person acting under authority of the Commis
sioners, when and as often as they or any of them shall, in 
any fishing weir, net, or contrivance, during the Weekly or 
other Close Seasox, find any passage shut, dosed, or ob
structed, or during such close time, in any place find any net 
or other contrivance placed or used where the same are now 
by law, or may be prohibited by the Commissioners, or shall 
at any time find any obstruction in the Queen’s share or 
free gap, through or over any fishing or other weir, or in the 
sluice passages appurtenant to any mill or factory at any' 
time when the sluice gate of same shall be open, then and so 
often to open such passages, and remove all such obstructions, 
doing no unnecessary damage; and to seize and remove all 
nets and parts of nets which may be found so placed or used 
contrary to provisions of Act. Nothing to exempt any per
son from the penalties and forfeitures prescribed by Act, in 
respect to any’ of the matters aforesaid—not liable for any' 
damage caused by opening such passage, or removal of nets 
or obstruction—8 & 9 Vic., c. 108, s. 10.

Note.—Ao power given to seize fish caught in Weekly Close 
Season.—P/nxpower confined to Annual Close Season.

LICENCES.

30. All engines, nets, instruments, or devices whatsoever 
used for the taking of salmon, trout, pollen, or fish of the 
salmon and trout kind, or for the taking of cels, and all fixed 
salmon, trout, or eel fisheries within any district, or on or off 
the sea-coast thereof, shall, before the same be used in any 
year, be duly licensed and rated, upon payment of the licence 
duty' or rate, as the cas^may be—11 & 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 8.

31. For amount of licence duty, see pages 18 and 19.
32. Rods used singly for taking trout, perch, pike, or other 

fish, save and except salmon, shall not be subject to any' 
licence duty—11 & 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 21.

33. Rods used for taking white trout subject to licence 
duty.—See definition of “ white trout,” section 1 of 13 & 14 
Vic., c. 88.

34. Penalty- for using engines subject to licence duty 
without the same being duly licensed for such year, not less 
than double, nor more than ifreWe the licence duty- which the 
engine would for the time be subject to, and forfeiture of 
engine; such engine to be sold or otherwise disposed of as 
the magistrates shall deem fit, and the entire proceeds thereof 
shall be added to the. general funds of the district in which 
the same, shall be used or erected—13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 12 ; 
11 & 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 22.

35. Persons using engines for fishing, or having the same
E 2
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erected or in fishing order, or found with the same in his 
{tossession in or near any fishing place, required to produce 
icence to any commissioner, conservator, inspector, or ofli- 
cers or men of the navy, coast guard, or constabulary, or 
water bailiff when demanded—11 & 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 29.

MESHES OF NETS.

36. Nets for the capture of salmon and trout to be of not 
less size than one and three quarter inches from knot to 
knot, measured when the net is wet—8 & 9 Vic., c. 108,

Note.—Any alterations made will be notified at each Coast Guard 
.Station.

37. In case any officer or person authorized and empow
ered to seize illegal nets or engines, or nets or engines of a 
legal form and size when used contrary to the provisions of 
Act, or any of the bye-laws to be made in pursuance 
hereof, shall seize the same, it shall and may be lawful 
for him to retain the same in his custody until the next 
sitting of the Petty Sessions Court, or any adjournment 
thereof, in the district where the same shall be seized, and 
at such Petty Sessions Court it shall and may be lawful 
for the Justices to order and direct the same to be forfeited; 
and in case the same shall be such as cannot be legally used 
under the provisions of Act, to order the same to be destroyed ; 
and in case the same shall be swe/i as may be legally used 
according to the provisions of Act, that then and in such 
case it shall be lawful for such Justices to order (lie same to 
be sold, and the money arising therefrom to be applied in the 
same manner as the penalties imposed for violation of the 
provisions of Act are directed to be applied—5 & 6 Vic., 
c. 106, s. 103.

SPEARS, &C.
38. It shall not be lawful in any freshwater river or lake, 

at any season of the year, to use for the purpose oi taking 
fish, any otter, lyster, spear, strokehaul, dree draw, or gall 
(except when the latter implement may be used solely as 
auxiliary to angling with rod and line, or for the purpose of 
removing fish from any legal weir or box by the owner or 
occupier thereof), under penalty of not less than Four Pounds 
nor greater than Ten Pounds—13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 40.

FRY.
39. If any person shall wilfully take, sell, purchase, or 

have in his possession the spawn, smolts, or try of salmon, or 
of trout, oi' of eels, or in any way or by any device wilfully ob
struct the passage of the said smolts or fry, or injure or dis
turb any such spawn or fry, or any spawning bed, bank, or 
shallow where the same may be, such person shall forfeit and 
pay a sum not exceeding Ten Pounds for each and every 
such offence, and all nets engines and devices used in the tak
ing of the same, or whereby any such injury shall be caused, 
shall be forfeited—5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 73.

40. The word “salmon” shall extend to and include 
grilse, peal, sea trout, samlets, par, &c., and the spawn and 
fry thereof—13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 1.

UNLCEAN FISH.
41. If any person shall at any time wilfully take, kill, de

stroy, expose to sale, or have in his possession any red, black, 
foul, unclean, or unseasonable salmon or trou1, such person 
shall forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding Two Pounds 
for every such fish so taken, killed, destroyed, exposed to 
sale, or in his possession: provided always, that if any per
son shall take or catch any such fish accidentally, and return 
the same immediately to the water without injury, such per
son shall not be liable to the penalty aforesaid—5 & G Vic., 
c. 106, s. 74.

WEIRS, QUEEN’S SHARE, &C.
42. No person shall fish with rod and line or in any other 

manner, in any part of the free gap or Queen’s share, in any 
weir in any river, or hang, fix, set or use, within the space of 
fifty yards above or below any part of such weir, any net, 
basket, or other engine, for the taking of fish, or in order to 
deter or prevent fish from going up or down the same, or 
place any obstruction, or throw any gravel, clay, stones, or 
other matter into the same, nor shall beat the water or place, 
or set any bridge, board, cloth or any other thing in, over, 
or across the same, nor shall in any manner prevent the free 
and uninterrupted passage of fish through the same, at all 
periods of the year : penalty for every offence, a sum not ex
ceeding Thirty Pounds; proof that such person is the occu
pier or owner of such weir shall be taken as prima facie 
evidence that such obstructions were placed by him—5 & 6 
Vic., c 106, s. 57.

43. No net, instrument, or device for faking fish (save and
except rods and lines only) shall be used within two hundred 
yards of any weir used for supplying water to mills, &c , or 
for navigation, either above or below the same: penaltv for 
every such offence, not less than Two Pounds, nor more than 
Ten Pounds, and forfeiture of net, &c__ 13 & 14 Vic c 88
fi. 37. ’’ ' ’

44. Where such right has been exercised in any such 
place by any person lawfully possessed of a several fishery 
therein, for twenty years next before passing of Act, he 
shall not be subject to the penalty provided—13 & 14 Vic- 
c. 88, s. 37.

FISH PASSAGES.
45. In all dams or weirs which shall be constructed after 

the passing of the Act, means shall be provided for the tree 
migration of salmon and other fish, at the expense of the 
person forming such weir—5 & G Vic., c. 10G, s. 63.

4G. In all dams and weirs, means for migration of fish 
may be provided, no injury being done to navigation or 
power of mills. Ami where such means for migration ot 
fish, or fish passes, have been built in weirs, the owners or 
occupiers of all such mills or factories are required at any 
time during which such mill or factory shall not be at work, 
or where the water wheel or watercourses thereof shall not 
be undergoing such repairs as shall require tin* water above 
such mill to be run oil’, to stop and close up in dry seasons, 
all other waste gates or overfalls, so as to direct and force 
the surplus water of such river or stream through the fish 
passage: penalty for non-observance, any sum not exceed
ing Five Pounds.

4 7. During the weekly close seasons the sluices, &c., shall 
at all seasons of the year be kept shut up for twenty-four 
consecutive hours in each week, so that the water may be 
allowed to go freely through any existing gap or passage in 
such weir, &c.

48. It shall not be lawful for any person to take, kill, or 
destroy any salmon or other fish, or hang, fix, use or set in 
such fish passages made through natural obstructions, mill 
dams, weirs, or other similar works, any net, basket, or 
other engine, or contrivance whatsoever for the taking ot 
fish, or 7o place any obstacle or contrivance of any kind 
soever, in or near thereto, in order to deter fish from freely 
entering or passing up or down through the same, at all 
periods”)!’the year, but the fish pass shall be kept and pre
served free from every obstruction : penalty, any sum not 
exceeding Twenty Pounds—-5 & G Vie., c. 106, s. G4.

MILLS AND SLUICES.
49. 3'110 waste sluices, waste gates, or overfalls of the

weirs of any mill or factory deriving their supply from rivers 
frequented by salmon, shall, at all seasons of the year when 
and during the time such mills or factories shall not be used 
for milling purposes, be kept open, if no passage for fish be 
provided; and when such passage for fish shall be provided, 
then the sluices which admit the water to such mills or fac
tories, and the waste sluices, waste gates, or overfalls shall 
be kept down or shut, to force the waler through such passage 
for fish, as provided by 5 6 A ic., c. 106, and if the owners
of anv such mill or factory, not used for milling purposes as 
aforesaid, shall omit to keep any such sluice or sluices, 
waste gates, or overfalls, shut as aforesaid, or open as afore
said, lie shall forfeit and pay a sum aoi less than Two Pounds, 
nor more than Ten Pounds,for every such offence: provided 
always, that the opening or shutting of such sluices, waste 
gates, or overfalls shall not in any way injuriously interfere 
with the machinery or water-power of any mill or factory— 
13 & 14 Vic., c. 81, s. 39.

MILLS, DAMS, AND WATERCOURSES.
50. If any person shall, at any season of the year, in any 

mill pool or mill dam, or in any works appurtenant to any 
mill or factory, or in any of the watercourses leading the 
water to or from such mill or factory, place, lay, set, or draw 
any net, grate, creel, or other engine, or use any means or 
device whatsoever (save and except rod and line used sub
ject to the provisions of Act), for the purpose of taking, 
destroying, or obstructing any salmon or other fish, or the 
fry thereof, every such person so offending shall for every 
such offence forfeit and pay a sum not exceedin<>- Ten 
Pounds, and shall also forfeit such nets or other engines; 
and in case the person who shall have actually committed 
any such offence shall not be known or found* and if such 
offence shall have been committed by means of shutting 
down or closing any gate or sluice which is under the exclu
sive power of the occupier of any mill or factory, or if such 
offence shall have been committed under such circumstances 
as shall appear to the .lustice or Justices before whom any 
complaint thereupon shall be made to afford reasonable 
grounds for believing that such offence was committed by 
some person in the employment or under the control of the 
owner or occupier of such mill or factory, or that it was 
committed with the knowledge or connivance of such owner 
or occupier, or the person in charge of such mill or factory, 
or through the default of reasonable precaution on the part 
of such owner or occupier, to prevent such offence, then and 
in every such case such owner or occupier of such mill or 
factory shall be deemed and taken to be liable to, and shall incur 
the penalty and forfeiture aforesaid, as if such offence had 
been actually committed by him—5 & G Vic., c. 106, s. 75*
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NIGHT.
5J. If any person shall, between sunset and sunrise, have, 

or use any light or fire of any kind, or any spear, gaff, 
strokeall. or other such instrument, with intent to take salmon 
or other fish in or on the banks of any lake or river, or if any 
person shall be found at any time, chasing, injuring, or dis
turbing spawning fish, or fish on the spawning beds, or at
tempting to catch fish in such places (except with rod and 
flies only within the lawful period), or damming, or teeming, 
or emptying any river or mill race for the purpose of taking 
or destroying any salmon or trout, or the fry thereof, every 
person so offending in any of the cases aforesaid shall forfeit 
all such instruments, and shall also forfeit and pay any sum 
not exceeding Ten Pounds—5 & G Vic., c. 106, s. 78.

POISONOUS MATTER.
52. No person shall throw, empty, or cause to run or flow 

into any river or lake any dye-stuff or other deleterious or 
poisonous liquid, or shall throw into such river or lake any 
lime, spurge, or other deleterious or poisonous matter, or 
shall steep in such river or lake any flax or hemp; and if 
any person shall so offend, he shall forfeit and pay for every 
such offence any sum not exceeding Ten Pounds: provided 
always, that nothing in Act contained shall extend or be 
construed to render any person liable to the penalties im
posed for casting into any river or stream any dye-stuffs or 
other materials which are not of a deleterious nature, or 
which are nof in a state poisonous to fish or other animals 
using the waters thereof—5 & G Vic., c. 10G, s. 80.

POISONING RIVERS.

53. Any person found on the bank of or near any river, 
with any deleterious matter in his possession, under such cir
cumstances as shall satisfy the court before whom he may be 
tried that such person had employed, or was about to employ 
such deleterious matter for the capture or destruction of fish, 
the said court is empowered to inflict on such person a 
penalty not less than Pounds, nor more than 
Pounds ; and any person /mzwZ taking fish from any river or 
lake where it shall be proved to the satisfaction of any Jus
tice that such fish has been wilfully poisoned, shall be sub
ject to a penalty of not less than Ten Shillings, nor more 
than Five Pounds—13 & 14 A ic., c. 88, s. 36.

APPLICATION OF PENALTIES.

54. One-third of every sum of money levied as a fine or

penalty for any offence, under the provisions of the Acts Appendix. 
(save and except penalties for non-payment of any such —-
licence duty as aforesaid), shall be paid to the informer or Instructions 
person who shall be the means of bringing to justice any *\ )r Coast 
person offending against any of such provisions; and the t^cts 
other two-thirds shall, anything in the Acts to the contrary tj'e ^ct3 
notwithstanding, be awarded to the Crown; except as re- of parliament 
gards all penalties under the II & 12 Vic., c. 92, which relating to 
shall be applied as directed by that Act: provided that only Irish 
one-third of the penalty be paid to the prosecutor, and the Fisheries, 
other two-thirds shall be applied to the purposes of Act, for 
the district formed under Act in which such offence shall 
have been committed. One-third of penalties to go to in
former or prosecutor, and two-thirds to conservators of dis
trict—21 & 22 Vic., c. 100, s. 28; 11 & 12 Vic., e. 92, s.
35: 14 & 15 Vic., c. 90, s. 13.

55. Minimum of PENALTIES in certain cases men
tioned in 36th section, 5 & 6 Vic., c. 10G—11 & 12 Vic., c. 
92, s. 42.

WHITE TROUT.
5G. The word “ salmon” shall extend to and include 

grilse, peal, sea trout, samlets, par, and all other fish of the 
salmon kind, and the spawn and fry thereof—13 & 14 Vic., 
c. 88, s. 1.

LIMITATION OF ACTIONS.

57. No person shall be convicted of any offence committed 
against the provisions of Act, unless the prosecution shall 
be commenced within six calendar months from the time of 
the commission of such offence—5 & G Vic., c. 106, s. 98.

SUMMONS.
58. To be served personally, or left at or on board the 

vessel, or posted on the known residence of the person for 
whom intended—5 & 6 Vic., c. 10G, s. 94.

COMPLAINTS.
59. All offences against Act, or any bye-law, &c., may be 

determined in a summary way by one or more Justices, on 
the complaint, verbal or otherwise, of any person—5 & 6 Vic., 
c. 106, s. 94.

BYE-LAWS.
60. Copies of bye-laws obtained from the office of Clerk 

of Peace, or Clerk of Petty Sessions, are legal evidence of 
the existence of such bye-law—5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 93.
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Instructions for Water Bailiffs, with Extracts from the Acts of Parliament relating to Irish 
Fisheries, compiled by T. F. Brady, Fishery Department, Oilice of Public Works.

.5 & 6 Vic., c. 106; 7 & 8 Vic., e. 108 ; 8 fc 9 Vic., c. 108 ; 
9 & 10 Vic., c. 1 14; 11 & 12 Vic., c. 92; and 13 & 14 
Vic., c. 88.

The following extracts from the Acts of Parliament in force 
in Ireland, for the regulation and protection of the fisheries, 
are published with a view to the guidance of \\ at er Bailiffs, 
in the discharge of their duties, and pointing out the parti- 

• cular powers they possess under the statutes which, being 
extensive, should at all times be carried out with the utmost 
civility and respectful demeanour—at the same time a strict 
and faithful discharge of the duties will be required ; and 
any remissness, improper conduct, or laxity of duty, cannot 
be excused.

The sections now printed arc those which call for the 
special attention of Water Bailiffs, but there are many 
others contained in the Fishery Acts with which they should 
make themselves familiar.

Particular attention should be paid to the enforcement of 
a strict observance of the Close Season, both annual and 
weekly, amongst all classes of fishermen, and with e very de
scription of fishing engine.

Note. —In case of seizure of any net or engine by any person duly 
authorized to seize the same, care should be taken dint it he brought 
before the Magistrates at the next sitting or the Peitv Sessions 
Court, as dir cted by the 103rd section of the 5ih A Glh \ is., cap. 106.

No power to seize boats.

WATER BAILIFFS’ POWERS.
1. It shall be lawful for the Board of Conservators fur 

each district to appoint as many Inspectors and A ater Bai
liffs as may be necessary for the protection of the fisheries in 
the district, and for generally enforcing the Fishery Laws 
within the same—11 & 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 19.

2. The appointment of a Water Bailiff under the 11th & 12th Vic., 
c. 92, by a Board of Conservators, is not subject to Stamp Duty, nor 
docs it require the approval of the Justices at Petty Sessions, as in the 
case of appointments under the 5th & 6th Vic., c. Il 6.—11 & 12 A ic., 
c. 92, s. 36.

3. By the 82nd section of the 5th & 6th Vic., c. 106, proprietors of 
fisheries, in certain cases, are empowered to appoint \\ ater Bailiffs, and 
such appointment must lie confirmed by two or more .Justices, at Ses
sions. and must be on a Five Shilling Stamp, under the 13th section of 
8th & 9th Vic., c. 108.

4. Such Inspectors and Water Bailiffs as shall be appointed 
under the provisions of Act shall have, for the enforcement 
of Acts, the powers of Constables, and all the powers and 
authorities conferred on Water Bailiffs, or officers, or men 
of the Constabulary force, or Coast Guard, or Navy, under 
recited Acts or any of them—11 & 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 34.

.5. Every Water Bailiff shall be empowered to exercise 
the powers and authorities of a Constable for the enforcement 
of the provisions of Act, and shall be at liberty, at. all times 
and seasons, without any let or hindrance whatsoever, to 
enter into an! pass through or along the banks or borders of 
any lakes or rivers frequented by salmon or trout, or of the 
tributaries thereof for the protection of the fisheries whereof 
he shall be so appointed, and with boats or otherwise to enter 
upon all and every such lakes or rivers, and to enter upon 
and examine all weirs, sluices, mill dams, mill races, and water
courses communicating therewith, ami to puss along the same, 
and to enter any boat or boats engaged in fishing, and to 
examine all standing, floating, or other nets whatsoever, c/nil 
to seize all illegal nets, engines, instruments, and devices what
soever, and all and every other nets, engines, and instruments 
whatsoever, when used illegally, and to do all such other acts 
and things as he shall be required to do, and the production 
of his certificate of appointment shall be sufficient warrant 
for such Water Bailiff so acting in any of the cases afore
said : provided always, that, nothing shall be construed to 
authorize any such Water Bailiff to enter any garden en
closed with a wall or paling, or any dwelling-house or the 
curtilage thereof (except where the ordinary road or passage 
to any weir, dam, or dike, shall be through any such garden 
or curtilage as aforesaid), save when thereunto authorized 
by the warrant of a Justice of the Peace, as hereinafter pro
vided—5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 84.

6. it shall be lawful for any Justice of the Peace, upon 
an information on oath that there is probable cause to sus
pect any breach of the provisions of I his Act to be commit
ted within any of the before excepted grounds and premises, 
by warrant under his hand and seal, to authorize and em
power by name any 'Water Bailiff to enter (he said excepted 
premises for the purpose of detecting such offence, at such 

time or times, in the day or night, as in such warrant may be 
mentioned; provided that no such warrant shall continue in 
force for more than one week from the date thereof—5 & 6 
Vie., c. 10G, s. 85.

7. When any person shall be found at sea, or on rivers, 
lakes, or other waters, or on land, offending against any of 
the provisions of Act, by the use of any illegal net, engine, 
or device whatsoever for the taking of fish, or by the use of 
any net, engine, or device prohibited at such time, or in any 
other manner, it shall be lawfid for any oliicer or per
son hereinbefore empowered to enforce the provisions of Act, 
or for any person interested in the fishery in which such illegal 
act may be committed, to require the person so found of
fending forthwith to desist from such offence, and also to tell 
his Christ ian name, surname, and place of abode ; and in case 
such person shall, after being so required, refuse to tell his 
real name or place of' abode, or shall give such a general de
scription of his place ol’ abode as shall be illusory, for the 
purpose of discovery, or shall wilfully continue such offence, 
it shall be lawful for the officer or person so requiring as 
aforesaid, and also for any person acting by his order and in 
his aid, to apprehend such offender, and to convey him. or 
cause him to be conveyed, as soon as conveniently may be. 
before a Justice of the Peace, to be dealt with according to 
law : provided always, that no person so apprehended shall, 
on any pretence whatsoever, be detained tor a longer period 
than twenty-four hours from the time of his apprehension 
before he shall be brought before some Justice ot the Peace: 
and that if he cannot, on account of the absence or distance 
of the residence of any such Justice ol the Peace, or owing 
to any other reasonable cause, be brought before a Justice 
of the Peace within such twelve hours as aforesaid, then the 
person so apprehended shall be discharged, but may, never
theless, be proceeded against for his offence by summons or 
warrant, as if no such apprehension had taken place—5 A 6 
Vic., c. 10G, s. 87*

8. Where any persons, to the number of three or more 
together, shall be found by any Water Bailiff or peace 
oliicer, bv violence, intimidation, or menace, impeding or 
obstructing, or attempting to impede or obstruct, any other 
person or persons in the lawful prosecution of any fishery, it 
shall be lawful for such Water Bailiff or peace oliicer so’ re
quiring. and also for any person acting by his order or in his 
aid, to apprehend such offenders, and to convey them be 
fore a Justice of 1’eace, to be dealt with according to law : 
and every person so offending by such violence, intimidation, 
or menace as aforesaid, and every person then and there aid
ing or abetting such offender, shall, upon being convicted 
thereof, forfeit and pay for every such offence such penalty, 
not exceeding Twenty Pounds, as to the convicting Justice 
shall seem meet, together with the costs of the conviction, 
which said penalty shall be in addition to and independent 
of any other penalty to which any such person may be liable 
for any other offence against Act—5 & G Vic., c. 106, s. 88.

ASSAULTING OR RESISTING.

9. If any person shall assault, resist, or obstruct any Water 
Bailiff in the execution of any of the powers conferred on 
him by Act, or by any rule, order, or bye-law to be made in 
pursuance of Act, every person so offending shall for every 
such offence forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding Ten 
Pounds—5 A 6 Vic., c. LOG, s. 90.

CLOSE SEASONS.

10. For Annual Close Seasons in, the different Districts
in Ireland, see Appendix. '

11. Any person taking or fishing for, or aiding or assisting 
in taking or fishing for salmon or trout during the close sea
son, is liable to a penalty of any sum not exceeding Ten 
Pounds for every such offence, and forfeiture of fish and en
gine by which the same may have been taken. And any' 
person buying, selling, exposing for sale, or having in his pos
session any salmon or trout, or any part thereof, so caught in 
the dose time, shall forfeit such fish and a sum not exceeding 
'J ivo Pounds for eachJish ; and having in possession shall be 
prima facie evidence of the fish having been caught in close 
season. And any person using nets or other modesol catch
ing fish in any weir, shall be liable to a penalty of Ten Pounds 
and forfeiture of such net, Ac., and proof that such poison is 
the occupier of weir shall be prima facie evidence that such 
nets were set by him. And any person dredging for, taking* 
catching, or destroying, having in his possession, sei line', 03?
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buying any oysters, or oyster brood, during the close season 
for oysters, shall forfeit such oysters, and pay a sum not ex
ceeding Five Pounds.—Minimum of penalties in any of the 
foregoing cases, Ten Shillings—5 & G Vic., c. 1 OG, s. 3G; 
13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 35; 11 & 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 42.

12. Any person in whose possession any part or portion of 
a salmon or trout shall be found or exposed for sale during 
the close season shall be in the like cases subject to like pe
nalties and forfeitures; and all persons empowered to enforce 
the provisions of Act shall be and are empowered to seize all 
such salmon or trout, or any such portion thereof as aforesaid, 
when so found in possession of any person, or exposed for 
sale during the close season—13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 35.

13. During the close season for salmon, every occupier or 
farmer of any fishery shall remove and carry away, or cause 
to be removed and carried away, from such fishery, and the 
weirs, dikes, and dams connected therewith, and from the 
river or stream in which such weirs, dikes, or dams are placed, 
and from the landing places adjoining thereto, all and every 
engine, spear, hand net, or other net, inscale, hecks, and 
rails of all cruives, boxes, or cribs used for the purpose of 
taking or killing salmon, and the tops of such cruives, boxes, 
or cribs, and all planks and temporary engines and fixtures 
used and required for the fishing of the same; and that all and 
every obstruction to the free passage of thefish in and through 
each and every such cruive, crib, or box be wholly removed 
and carried away within thirty-six hours after the expiration 
of the open season, and shall not be again placed or allowed 
to be placed or to remain therein within thirty-six hours 
of the commencement of such open season; and in case anv 
such occupier or farmer shall omit or neglect so to remove 
all and every such net, engine, or other tackle, and every 
contrivance or obstruction as aforesaid, he shall forfeit all 
such nets, engines, or other tackle or contrivance as aforesaid, 
and shall for every such offence forfeit and pay a sum not 
exceeding Fifty Pounds, and shall also for every day during 
which he shall suffer such obstacles and other things to re
main and be unremoved beyond the period prescribed by 
Act, pay a sum not exceeding Five Pounds : Provided al
ways, that nothing shall be construed to render liable to any 
penalty any person who shall be prevented by floods, storm, 
or stress of weather from removing any such net, engine, or 
tackle during the continuation of such prevention ; and pro
vided also, that the proprietor or farmer of any salmon weir, 
now legally entitled by patent, charter, or otherwise, to a 
right of fishing for eels in such weir, and who has exercised 
such right previous to the passing of Act, shall not be liable 
to any penalty on account of his placing, hanging, or using 
coghill or eel nets or baskets in the eyes or gaps of such 
weir, if such coghill or eel nets or baskets be only used in 
conformity with the provisions of Act, and be only hung in 
four-fifths in number of the eyes or gaps of such weir, and 
the other one-fifth of such eyes or gaps, in addition to the 
Queen’s or free pass, be kept open and unobstructed for the 
free passage of all kinds of fish; and provided also, that 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to exempt such 
proprietor or farmer from liability to the penalties by Act 
directed in case any salmon or trout shall be killed, taken, or 
caught in such weir during close season, or in case he shall 
not keep open and unobstructed, according to the provisions 
of Act, one-fifth in number, as aforesaid, of the eyes or gaps 
of the said weir—5 & G Vic., c. 10G, s. 37.

14. During the close season for salmon, every proprietor, 
lessee, or other person who shall be engaged in fishing for 
salmon by means of fixed engines, shall remove and carry 
away, or cause to be removed and carried away, from the 
poles or fixtures to which they shall be attached, all stake 
nets, bag nets, sole nets, fly nets, or other devices or engines 
used for the purpose of taking salmon, except where such 
nets, devices, or engines shall be formed of wood, iron, cop
per, or other rigid substance, in which case a clear opening 
of four feet in width shall be made and maintained in and 
completely through the pouches, traps, or chambers of all 
such nets, devices, or engines from the top to the bottom of 
such pouches, traps, or chambers, and in the eyes of flood 
and ebb weirs, commonly called head weirs, so as to allow 
the free passage of salmon and other fish through the same, 
and effectually to prevent the catching or taking of any fish 
therein ; and in case any such person shall omit or neglect to 
remove or carry away all such nets and engines, or. as the 
case may be, to make and maintain free from all obstruction 
such openings as aforesaid, during the times aforesaid, he 
shall forfeit all such nets or engines, and shall forfeit and 
pay a sum not exceeding Fifty Pounds, and shall also for 
every day during which such nets or engines shall remain 
and be unremoved beyond the period prescribed by Act, 
forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding Five Pounds: pro
vided always, that nothing herein contained shall be con
strued to render liable to any penalty any person who 
shall be prevented by storm or stress of weather from re
moving such nets or engines, or making such openings as 

aforesaid, during the continuance of such prevention. Sav
ing for weirs licensed by Commissioners to catch white sea 
fish—5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, ss. 38, 39.

15. Every proprietor, lessee, or other person who shall be 
engaged in fishing for salmon by means of nets of any kind, 
shall remove ami carry them away during the yearly close 
season under a penalty of not less than Two Pounds and for
feiture of nets—13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 34.

WEEKLY CLOSE TIME.

1G. “ Weekly close time in inland lakes and rivers. between 
six of the clock on Saturday evening, and six of the clock 
on Monday morning. In the sea or estuaries, or tideways, 
between the low water next in point of time, before six of 
the clock on Saturday night, and the low water next in point 
of time before six of the clock on Monday morning”—5 A 6 
Vic., c. 106, s. 40 ; 13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 38.

17. “ AU fishing of every description (with rod and line 
only excepted) prohibited during weekly close season; Queen's 
share to be opened in all fixed nets, $e., and leaders of all 
nets to be removed."

18. In tideway from the low water next in point of time 
before six of the clock on Saturday night, and the low water 
next in point of time before six of the clock on Monday 
morning, and during such time in each stake, Hood, ebb, or 
head weir and stake net, a clear opening of at least four feet 
in width shall be made, and kept from obstruction in the 
pouches, traps, chambers, or eyes of the same from bottom 
to top, so as effectually to allow of the free passage of sal
mon and other fish, and the netting of the leader of every bag, 
fly, sole, or other fixed net shall be raised and hept out of the 
water, and that in all rivers, lakes, and tideways, all other 
nets and baskets whatsoever, except those used for the tak
ing of eels, shall be wholly removed and taken out of the 
water for the space of time above mentioned ; and the in
scales, oi’ gates, and rails, or framework of all such cribs, 
boxes, or cruives for the catching of salmon, &c., shall be 
removed out of, or opened in each such crib, &c., in every 
salmon or other weir wherein salmon may be caught, in such 
a manner that a clear opening of not less than four feet in 
width from the bottom to the top shall be left therein, and a 
free, direct, and uninterrupted space of said width shall be 
effectually secured for the passage of fish of all kinds, both up 
and down through such cribs, &c.— 5 & G Vic., c. 106, s. 40.

19. Penalty for non-observance, or for using any means 
or device to prevent the free passage, or frightening or scar
ing, or attempting to frighten or scare any salmon from pass
ing, or taking any salmon during the time specified, not 
less than Ten Pounds, and not exceeding Fifty Pounds: 
Provided such person shall not be prevented by floods, storm, 
or stress of weather from removing such leaders, or making 
such openings—13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 4G.

20. During the weekly close season, the sluices which ad
mit the water to the wheels of all mills or factories shall at 
all seasons of the year be kept shut for twenty-four consecu
tive hours in each week, between six o’clock on Saturday 
afternoon and six o’clock on Monday morning, so that the 
water may be allowed to flow freely through any existing 
gap in such weir, or any fish passage formed therein, or where 
no gap or fish pass, through the waste gate on the up-stream 
side of the wheel sluices of such mill, &c.—See 13 & 14 Vic., 
c. 88, s. 39; 5 & G Vic., c. 1OG, s. 63.

21. It shall be lawful for Constabulary and Coast Guards, 
and any person acting under authority of the Commissioners, 
when and as often as they or any of them shall, in any fishing 
weir, net, or contrivance, during the weekly or other close 
season, find any passage shut, closed, or obstructed, or dur
ing such close time, in any place find any net or other con
trivance placed or used where the same are now by law, or 
may be prohibited by the Commissioners, or shall at any 
time find any obstruction in the Queen’s share or free gap, 
through or over any fishing or other weir, or in the sluice 
passages appurtenant to any mill or factory at any time when 
the sluice gate of same shall be open, then and so often to 
open such passages, and remove all such obstructions, doing 
no unnecessary damage; and to seize and remove all nets and 
parts of nets which may be found so placed or used contrary 
to provisions of Act. Nothing to exempt any person from 
the penalties and forfeitures prescribed by Act, in respect to 
any of the. matters aforesaid not liable for any damage 
caused by opening such passage, or removal of nets or ob
struction—8 & 9 Vic., c. 108, s. 10.

22. No stake weir, stake net, or any leader, outrigger, or 
other work of any kind shall be placed or erected, or suffered 
to remain in such a manner as that it shall extend to a 
greater distance than from high water to low water mark of 
spring tides, save and except in the case of ebb and flood 
weirs, commonly called head weirs, not fished by means of 
a fixed net; nor shall any such weir be so constructed as to 
be capable of taking young or unsizeable fish ; and the nets 
made use of in the formation and construction of such stake
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nets, and of the leaders of all bag or other fixed nets, shall 
be extended evenly in such a manner that the meshes shall 
be stretched to their full opening;—zznrf all bag nets shall be 
so placed and erected as that the netting of the leaders can la- 
raised and hept out of water, and that clear openings can be 
made in all stake nets, de.—Penalty not exceeding Ten Pounds 
—5 & 6 Vic., c. 10G, s. 26.

LICENCES.
23. All engines, nets, instruments, or devices whatsoever, 

used for the taking of salmon, trout, pollen, or fish of the 
salmon and trout kind, or for the taking of eels, and all fixed 
salmon, trout, or eel fisheries within any district, or on or oil’ 
the sea-coast thereof, shall, before the same be used in any 
year, be duly licensed and rated, upon payment of the licence 
duty or rate, as the case may be. For amount of licence 
duty, see Appendix—11 & 12 Vic., c 92, s. 8.

24. Rods used singly for taking trout, perch, pike, or 
other fish, save and except salmon, shall not be subject to 
any licence duty—11 & 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 21.

25. Rods used for taking white trout subject to licence
duty__ See definition of “ White Trout,*’ section I of 13 &
14 Vic., c. 88.

2G. Penalty for using engines subject to licence duly with
out the same being duly licensed for such year, not less than 
double, nor more than treble the licence duty which the 
engine would for the time be subject to, and forfeiture of 
engine; such engine to be sold or otherwise disposed of 
as the magistrates shall deem fit, and the entire proceeds 
thereof shall be added to the general funds of the district in 
which the same shall be used or erected.—(Sec 35)—13 & 14 
Vic., c. 88, s. 12; 11 & 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 22.

27. Persons using engines for fishing, or having the same 
erected or in fishing order, or found with the same in his 
possession in or near any fishing place, required to produce 
licence to any Commissioner, Conservator, Inspector, or 
officers or men of the Navy, Coast Guard, or Constabulary, 
or Water Bailiff, when demanded—1 1 & 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 29.

MESHES OF NETS.
28. Nets for the capture of salmon and trout to be of not 

less size than one and three-quarter inches from knot to 
knot, measured when the net is wet—8 & 9 A ic., c. 108, 
s. 11.

Note.— Commissioners of Fisheries are empowered to alter 
the size of meshes of nets by any bye-law.

ILLEGAL NETS.
29. In case any officer or person hereby authorized and 

empowered to seize illegal nets or engines, or nets or engines 
of a legal form and size when used contrary to the provisions 
of Act, or any of the bye-laws to be made in pursuance of 
Act, shall seize the same, it shall and may be lawful for him 
to retain the same in his custody until the next sitting of the 
Petty Sessions Court, or any adjournment thereof, in the 
district where the same shall be seized, and at such Petty 
Sessions Court it shall and may be lawful for the Justices to 
order and direct the same to be forfeited, and in case the 
same shall be such as cannot be legally used under the pro
visions of Act, to order the same to be destroyed, and in case 
the same shall be such as may be legally used according to 
the provisions of this Act, that then and in such case it shall 
be lawful for such Justices to order the same to be sold, and 
the money arising therefrom to be applied in the same man
ner as the penalties imposed for violation of the provisions 
of Act aie directed to be applied—5 & G Vic., c. 10G, s. 108.

INLAND RIVERS.

30. Tn the inland and freshwater portions of rivers and 
fakes in Ireland, no person, save the owner of a several fishery 
within the limits thereof, shall, at any period of ihe year, 
lay, draw, make use of, or fish with haul, draft, seine, or 
other net for the taking of salmon or trout, unless in cases 
where a general public right of fishing for salmon with such 
nets, in the nature of a common piscary, has been enjoyed 
for a space of twenty years next before the passing of Act ; 
and if any person shall offend contrary hereto, such person 
so offending shall forfeit all such nets so used, and shall also 
forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding Ten Pounds—5 & G Vic., 
c. 10G, s. G5.

SEVERAL FISHERY.

31. If any person or persons, not being authorized by the 
owner, lessee, or occupier of a several fishery, shall enter into 
or upon such several fishery for the purpose or under the 
pretence of killing fish therein, or taking fish therefrom, or 
shall kill fish therein, or take fish therefrom, he or they shall 
for every such offence forfeit and pay a sum not less than 
Ten Shillings, nor more than Five PowZ.v, the same to be 
recoverable in a summary wav before a Justice or Justices 
— 1 I & 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 41.

32. The words “ Several ” Fisheries shall mean and in
clude all fisheries lawfully possessed and enjoyed as such 
under any title whatsoever, being a good and valid title at 
law, exclusively of the public, by any person or persons, 
whether in navigable waters or in waters not navigable, and 
whether the soil covered by such waters be vested in such 
person or persons, or in any other person or persons—13 & 
14 Vic., c. 88, s. I.

SPEARS, &C.

33. It shall not be lawful in any freshwater river or lake, 
at any season of the year, to use for the purpose of taking 
fish, any otter, lyster, spear, .strokehaul, dree draw, or gall 
(except when t he latter implement may be used solely asauxi- 
liarv io angling with rod ami line, or for the purpose of re
moving fish from any legal weir or box by the owner or 
occupier thereof), under penalty of not Zcsx than Four Pounds, 
wov greater than Ten Pounds—13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 40.

FRY.
34. If any person shall wilfully take, sell, purchase, or 

have in his possession the spawn, smolts, or fry of salmon, or 
of trout, or of eels, or in any way or by any device wilfully 
obstruct the passage of the said smolts or fry, or injure or 
disturb any such spawn or fry, or any spawning bed, bank, 
or shallow where the same may be, such person shall forfeit 
and pay a sum not exceeding Ten Pounds for each and every 
such offence; and all nets, engines, and devices used in the 
taking of the same, or whereby any such injury shall be 
caused, shall be forfeited—5 & 6 Vic., e. 10G, s. 73.

35. The word “salmon” shall extend to and include 
grilse, peal, sea trout, samlets, par, &c., and the spawn and 
fry thereof—13 & 14 Vie., c. 88, s. I.

UNCLEAN FISH.

3G. If any person shall at any time wilfully take, kill, 
destroy, expose to sale, or have in his possession any red, 
black, foul, unclean, or unseasonable salmon or trout, such 
person shall forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding Two 
Pounds for every such fish so taken, killed, destroyed, ex
posed to sale, or in his possession ; provided always, that, if 
any person shall take or catch any such fish accidentally, 
and return the. same immediately to the water without in
jury, such person shall not be liable to the penalty aforesaid 
—5 & G Vic., c. 10G, s. 74.

WEIRS, queen’s SHARE, &C.

37. No person shall fish with rod and line, or in any other 
manner, in any part of the. free gap or Queen’s, share in any 
weir in any river, or hang, fix, set, or use, within the space of 
fifty yards above or below any part of such weir, any net, 
basket, or other engine for the taking of fish, or in order to 
deter or prevent fish from going up or down the same, or 
place any obstruction, or throw any gravel, clay, stones, or 
other matter into the same, nor shall beat the water or place, 
or set any bridge, board, cloth, or any other thing in, over, 
or across the same, nor shall in any manner prevent the free 
and uninterrupted passage of fish through the same, at all 
periods of the year: penalty for every offence, a sum nol ex
ceeding T/drly Pounds; proof llmtHiel. person is he occu
pier o? owner of such weir shall be taken as pro,a.Jaae hat 
such obstructions wore placed by him-S 6 Vic., e. 106,
s. 57.

38*. No net, instrument, or device for taking fish (save 
and except rods and lines only) shall be used within two 
hundred yaxHsoi any weir used for supplying water to mills, 
&c., or for navigation either above or below the same. 
Penally for every such offence not less than Two Pounds, nor 
more than Ten Pounds, and forfeiture of net, &c__ 13 & 14
Vie., c. 88, s. 37.

39. Where such right has been exercised in any such 
place by any person lawfully possessed of a several fishery 
therein, for twenty years next before passing of Act, he shall 
not be subject to the penalty provided.

FISH PASSAGES.
40. In all dams or weirs which shall be constructed after 

the passing of Act. means shall be provided for the free 
migration of salmon and other fish at all periods of the year, 
and al the expense of person forming such weir, <S:c., and 
in such manner as the Commissioners shall approve—5 & 6 
Vic., c. 106, s. G3.

41. In all dams or weirs, means for migration of fish may 
be provided, no injury being done to navigation or power of 
mills. And where such means for migration of fish, or fish 
passes, have been built in weirs, the owners or occupiers of 
all such mills or factories are required at any time during 
which such mill or factory shall not be at work, or where the 
water wheel or watercourses thereof shall not be undergoing 
such repairs as shall require the water above such mill to l-
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run off, to stop and close up in dry seasons all other waste 
"ates or overfalls, so as to direct and force the surplus water 
of such river or stream through the fish passage. Penalty 
for non-observance, any sum not exceeding Five Pounds.

42. During the weekly close seasons the sluices, &c., shall 
at all season’s of the year be kept, shut up for twenty-four 
consecutive hours in each week, so that the water may be 
allowed to go freely through any existing gap or passage in 
such weir, tec.

43. It shall not be lawful for any person to take, kill, or 
destroy any salmon or other fish, or hang, fix, use, or set in 
such fish passages made through natural obstructions, mill 
dams, weirs, or other similar-works, any net, basket, or other 
engine or contrivance whatsoever for (he taking of fish, or 
to’place any obstacle or contrivance of any kind soever, in 
or near thereto, in order to deter fish from freely entering or 
passing up and down through the same, at all periods of the 
year, but the fish pass shall be kept and preserved free from 
every obstruction. Penalty, any sum not exceeding Twenty 
Pounds—5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 64.

MILLS AND SLUICES.

44. The waste sluices, waste gates, or overfalls of the 
weirs of any mill or factory deriving their supply from rivers 
frequented by salmon, shall, at all seasons of the year when 
and during the time such mills or factories shall not be used 
for milling purposes, be hept open, if no passage for fish be 
provided; and when such passage for fish shall be provided, 
then the sluices which admit the water to such mills or fac
tories, and the waste sluices, waste gates, or overfalls shall 
be kept down or shut, to force the .water through such passage 
for fish, as provided by 5 and 6 Vic., c. 106; and if the 
owners of any such mill or factory, not used for milling pur
poses as aforesaid, shall omit to keep any such sluice or 
sluices, waste gates, or overfalls shut as aforesaid, or open as 
aforesaid, he shall forfeit and pay a sum not less than Two 
Pounds, nor more than Ten Pounds for every such offence; 
Provided always, that the opening or shutting of such sluices, 
waste gates, or overfalls shall not in any way injuriously in
terfere with the machinery or -water-power of any mill ol
factory—13 & 14 Vic., c. 81, s. 39.

MILLS, DAMS, AND WATERCOURSES.

45. If any person shall, at any season of the year, in any 
mill pool or mill dam, or in any works appurtenant to any 
mill or factory, or in any of the watercourses leading the 
water to or from such mill or factory, place, lay, set, or draw 
any net, grate, creel, or other engine, or use any means or 
device whatsoever (save and except rod and line used subject 
to the provisions of Act) for the purpose of taking, destroy
ing, or obstructing any salmon or other fish, or the fry 
thereof, every such person so offending shall for every such 
offence forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding Ten Pounds, ami 
shall forfeit such nets or other engines ; and in case the 
person who shall have actually committed any such offence 
shall not be known or found, and if such offence shall have 
been committed by means of shutting down or closing any 
gate or sluice which is under the exclusive power of the 
occupier of any mill or factory, or if such offence shall have 
been committed under such circumstances as shall appear to 
the Justice or Justices before whom any complaint there
upon shall be made, to afford reasonable grounds for believing 
that such offence was committed by some person in the em
ployment or under the control of the owner or occupier of 
such mill or factory, or that it was committed with the 
knowledge or connivance of such owner or occupier, or the 
person in charge of such mill or factory, or through the de
fault of reasonable precaution on the part of such owner or 
occupier to prevent such offence, then and in every such case 
such owner or occupier of such mill or factory shall be deemed 
and taken to be liable to and shall incur the penalty and for
feiture aforesaid, as if such offence had been actually com
mitted by him--5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. /5.

NIGHT.

46. If any person shall, between sunset and sunrise have, 
or use any light or fire of any kind, or any spear, gaff, stroke- 
all or other such instrument, with intent to take salmon or 
other fish in or on the banks of any lake or river, or if any 
person shall be found at any time chasing, injuring, or dis
turbing spawning fish. or fish on the spawning beds, or at
tempting to catch fish in such places (except with rod and 
flies only, within the lawful period), or damming, or teeming, 
or emptying any river or mill race for the purpose of taking 
or destroying any salmon or trout, or the fry thereof, every 
person so offending in any of the cases aforesaid shall forfeit 
all such instruments, and shall also forfeit and pay any sum 
not exceeding Ten Pounds—5 A 6 \ ic., c. 106, s. 78.

Appendix.

r Instructions 
r for Water 
' Bailiffs, with 
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POISONOUS MATTER.

47- No person shall throw, empty, or cause to run or flow 
into any river or lake any dye-stull’ or other deleterious or 
poisonous liquid, or shall throw into such river or lake any 
lime, spurge, or other deleterious or poisonous matter, or 
shall steep in such river or lake any flax or hemp; and if 
any person shall so offend, he shall forfeit and pay for every 
such offence any sum not exceeding Ten Pounds; Provided 
always, that nothing in Act contained shall extend or be 
construed to render any person liable to the penalties hereby 
imposed for casting into any river or stream any dye-stuffs 
or other materials which are not of a deleterious nature, or 
which arc not in a state poisonous to fish or other animals 
using the waters thereof—5 & G Vic., c. 10G, s. 80.

POISONING RIVERS.

• 48. Any person found on the bank of or near any river 
with any deleterious matter in his possession, under such cir
cumstances as shall satisfy the Court before whom he may 
be tried that such person had employed or was about to em
ploy such deleterious matter for the capture or destruction of 
fish, the said Court is empowered to indict on such person a 
penalty not less than Five Pounds nor more than Ten Pounds; 
and any person found taking fish from any river or lake where 
it shall be proved to the satisfaction of any Justice that such 
fish have been wilfully poisoned, shall be subject to a penalty 
of not less than Ten Shillings, nor more than Five Pounds— 
13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 36.

ENTERING LANDS.

49. If any person or persons shall enter upon any lands 
or premises for the purpose or under the pretence of fishing 
or angling in any lake, river, stream, pond, or water, without 
authority in writing from the proprietor or occupier of such 
lands or premises, every such person shall forfeit and pay a 
sum not exceeding the sum of Two Pounds for every such 
offence—5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 71.

APPLICATION OP PENALTIES.

50. One-third of every sum of money levied as a fine or 
penalty for any offence, under the provisions of the Acts 
(save and except penalties for non-payment of any such 
licence duty as aforesaid), shall be paid to the informer or 
person who shall be the means of bringing to justice any 
person offending against any of such provisions; and the 
other two-thirds shall, any thing in any Acts to the contrary 
notwithstanding, be applied to the purposes of Act, for the 
district formed under Act in which such offence shall have 
been committed. One-third of penalty to go to prosecutor, 
and two-thirds to conservators of district—21 & 22 Vic., c. 
100, s. 28; 11 & 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 35.

51. Minimum of PENALTIES in certain eases men
tioned in 36th section of the 5th and 6th Vic., c. 106.—See 
11 and 12 F?c., c. 92, sec. 42.

WHITE TROUT.

52. The word “ salmon ” shall extend to, and include 
grilse, peal, sea trout, samlets, par, and all other fish of the 
salmon kind, and the spawn and fry thereof—13 & 14 Vic., 
c. 88, s. 1.

LIMITATION OP ACTIONS.

53. No person shall be convicted of any offence com
mitted against the provisions of Act, unless the prosecution 
shall be commenced within sir calendar months from the 
time of the commission of such offence—5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, 
s. 98.

SUMMONS.

54. To be served personally, or left at or on board the 
vessel, or posted on the known residence of the person for 
whom intended—5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 94.

COMPLAINTS.

55. All offences against Act, or any bye-law, &c., may be 
determined on in a summary way by one or more Justices, on 
the complaint, verbal or otherwise, of any person—5 & 6 Vic., 
c. 106, s. 94.

BYE-LAWS.

56. Copies of bye-laws obtained from the office of Clerk 
of Peace, or Clerk of Petty Sessions, are legal evidence ot 
the existence of such bye-law—5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 93.

POLLEN.

57. Close season for pollen same as that fixed for trout or 
salmon.

F
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Appendix. Warrant for Water Bailiff of Fisheries.
Instructions We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, being three of 
for Water the Conservators acting in and for the District of 
Bailiffs, with under the provisions of an Act passed in the 11th & 12th 
Extracts from years of the reign of her present Majesty Queen Victoria, 
the Acts of intituled “An Act for the Protection and Improvement of 
relatiiT^to Salmon, Trout, and other Inland Fisheries of Ireland,” do 
Trjsh “ hereby, in pursuance of the powers and authorities in us by 
Fisheries. said *^ct vested, nominate and appoint

a Water Bailiff for the protection of the Fisheries in said 
District, and for generally enforcing the Fishery Laws within 
the same.

And the said is hereby authorized
to do all lawful acts and the several Acts therein recited or 
referred to.

Board Room, day °f is

Con.?£rrafc>r.<.

(Seal.)

7’o till wh m it may concern.
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