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REPO R T.

TO HIS EXCELLENCY JOHN BARON WODEHOUSE,
LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND.

May it please your Excellency,
We have the honour to present our Third Annual Report on the Salmon Fisheries 

of Ireland. The different subjects referred to will be found in the following order :—

1. General state of the Fisheries—Improvement—Increase in men employed, and
in Funds. . Vide post

2. Fixed Engines or Fixed Nets in tidal waters. page 5.
3. Stone Weirs. .7ufep.il
4. Mouths of Rivers and Estuary Definitions. Ficfep. 12.
5. Local Management. Fufep. 12.
6. Recommendations for Amendment Bill. FVcfep. 18.
7. Fish Passes. Vide p. 20.
8. Pollution. Vide p. 22.
9. Eels. Vide p. 22.

10. Bye-Laws. 7«fep. 22.

General State of the Fisheries—Improvement—Increase in men employed, and in Funds.
We have great satisfaction in being able to report the steady and progressive 

improvement of the fisheries committed to our charge. That improvement is, however, 
more real than apparent. Its proofs are found in the shoals of smolts that descended to 
the sea last spring, in the multitudes of fry that swarmed in the rivers during the summer, 
and in the unprecedented number of breeding fish that have so lately thronged the 
spawning beds. Its effects appear in the increase of the number of men living on the 
fisheries, and of the funds collected for the purposes of preservation. In no previous 
year, as far back as living evidence will take us, have the rivers of Ireland been so well 
stocked with salmon, young and old. But, on the other hand, the supply to the market 
has been slightly, perhaps, below the average. We publish in the Appendix an abstract 
of the statements made by the clerks to the Boards of Conservators on the state of the 
salmon fisheries. By reference to them it will be seen that an improvement is very 
generally reported. The Cork and Waterford returns are the only exceptions worthy 
of notice. The description of the management of the Cork district given hereafter nWep. 16. 
sufficiently accounts for the falling off reported from thence ; indeed we wonder that 
it is not far greater. The Waterford return is founded almost exclusively on the 
amount of fish brought into the Waterford fish-house. But since the change in the 
mode of fishing occasioned by the Act of 1863, a large portion of the take is despatched 
from other places ; thus we hear from New Ross that £3,050 worth of salmon were 
bought there last season by newly-established fish factors ; and referring to the railway 
returns, we find that the quantity of salmon conveyed from Waterford in 1864 was 
140 tons 2 cwt., and in 1865 was 131 tons 5 cwt., so that the decline described 
3y the clerk as “ such a failure as had seldom or ever been known,” amounts to a 
decrease of less than nine tons, even assuming that no fish were sent from New Ross vid 
Ihomastown, the shortest route to Dublin. °

ihe causes of the decrease in the supply, such as it is, arc simple and reassuring. The 
past season has been exceptionally dry.' The heat and drought of 1865 equalled and 
indeed surpassed that of 1864, when the rivers fell to a lower level even than in 1826, the 
year hitherto referred to in Ireland as the driest within memory or known to tradition, 
brom early spring to late autumn in many rivers there was not a single flood. In the 
Bann, for instance, a river second only in size to the Shannon, and fed by Lough Neagh, 
the water fell seven inches lower than in 1864. It is almost needless to say that salmon 
will not run in dry weather, nor enter rivers that arc below their ordinary low water 

7ufep.il
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level. The estuary and sea fisheries also are affected by continuous fine weather. The 
water becomes clear, the fish are enabled to avoid the draft, drift, or snap nets, and the 
number taken under such circumstances cannot but be small. The effect of the past 
unusually long and fine summer has been felt throughout the fisheries of the United 
Kingdom. The take in Scotland, as in Ireland, has been below the average, and the 
quick and progressive increase of England has been apparently checked.

Some decrease in the supply might, indeed, have been anticipated from the removal since 
the Act of 1863 came into operation, of the greater number of the fixed engines which filled 
the mouths and obstructed the entrance of the Irish rivers. Illegal as those engines were 
the length of time they were suffered to remain shows that they never would have been inter
fered with if their power of capture had not been excessive. Working by day and by 
night, ever ready to intercept the fish, constructed to take advantage in the finest weather 
of each breeze that ruffled the surface and disturbed the bottom of the sea or estuary, they 
caught a larger per-centage of the fish than the productive power of the rivers could 
afford. In dry seasons they were especially injurious, because unusually productive. 
In times of drought the fish pass up and down the estuaries with the ebb and flow. 
Coasting along the leeward shore, a certain number are taken in every favourable tide, 
and when at length the long-desired fresh-water flood fills the rivers, there are few fish 
left to ascend them. The result has been that where fixed engines have been used in 
any considerable numbers, a dry season has been followed by a scanty stock of breeding 
salmon, and an almost entire absence of grilse. Thus the take of one year has been 
made at the cost of many successive seasons. In Ireland for the last two years this rule 
has been broken through. Two such seasons of drought as occurred in 1864 and 1865 
have not been experienced before within man’s memory, nor can the oldest fisherman 
recollect the appearance on the spawning beds of a more abundant stock of breeding fish.

Thus, though owing to the drought and the removal of illegal fixed engines, the supply 
for the year has shown a falling off rather than an increase, the prospects of the fisheries 
were never more promising. An addition, corresponding with the decrease in the capture, 
has been made to the stock of the rivers, already increasing, and a most opportune check 
has been given to the over-fishing that was yearly rendering salmon more scarce and 
more dear. A little patience, with the exercise of such care by the fishery proprietors as 
ordinary regard for their own interests should ensure, and the Irish fisheries will yield a 
return that none but the most sanguine now look for.

But the promise of an increased supply, and of cheap salmon, is not the only nor indeed 
the greatest public gain that has been obtained by the operation of the Act of 1863. No 
country, probably, stands in greater need than Ireland of remunerative and independent 
labour ; and we have the satisfaction of reporting a large increase in the number of men 
living on the produce of the public salmon fisheries.

In referring in our last Report to the changes brought about by that Act, we stated 
that our returns showed that 520 more men were employed in the salmon fisheries in 
1864 than in 1863. Those returns were based on the calculations adopted by our 
predecessors, by whom it was estimated that four men were employed by each Bag, or 
Stake, or Fly-net. We have endeavoured to verify that estimate ; and by a return 
furnished from the Shannon, we find that whilst 138 of these nets were fished in 1863 in 
that (the Limerick) District, 207 men only were employed in working them. Four men 
are not uncommonly required to work a single fixed net, but the same crew are enabled 
to fish several nets, and hence the mistake has arisen. Assuming the return from the 
Shannon to be correct, as we believe it to be, and the fixed nets elsewhere to employ men 
in a like proportion, the gross number engaged in the fisheries in 1863 was 8,830, and in 
1864 was 10,384, showing that 1,554 more men were engaged in the salmon fisheries in 

KuZeAppen- 1864 than in 1863. Our return for 1865 shows a still greater increase. In that ycai 
dix,page3fl. U}333 men were thus employed, showing an increase on the year 1863 of 2,50u, and we 

should add that more nets were worked in 1863 than in any previous yc'ar*
But the employment given by the movable nets is even greater t uin lei c appears. 

Stake and Fly nets arc worked from the shore-, Bag-nets by a oa> 01*G generally 
fishing several nets, and lasting many years ; but each Snap or Unit net (and it is Snap 
and Drift nets that have taken the place of the fixed nets) is worked by two cots. In 
the Waterford estuary and Barrow river 282 of those nets weie used in 1863, no less 
than 467 in 1865, and the demand for cots, we were told, was so great on those rivers 
in the last spring that the builders could not supply it.

With the change from the use of fixed to that of movable nets an increased fund for the 
development of the fisheries has also been placed at the disposal of the local Boards of Con- 

rk/eAppen- servators. The gross amount received from licence duties in 1863 was £5,892 7s. 6d.^ and 
dix,page39. in 1865 was £6,722 16s. 87., being an increase of £830 9s\ 27. as compared with the laro’est 

revenue ever previously obtained. In salmon fisheries, protection produces fish and 
fish provide the money wherewith protection may be purchased. The difficult) is to find 
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a point from which the circle may commence. Here we see the first ring in the inner 
circle of a movement which, if undisturbed, may with time spread far and wide. The 
place of each fixed engine is taken by a dozen movable nets, and the funds gain by the 
chano'e. The best examples we can take arc the Limerick and Waterford Districts, for 
fixcd°nets were there used in the greatest profusion, and we find in the one district that 
the funds have already more than recovered the fall they experienced in the first year of 
the change, and in the other that they have very largely increased. The licence-duty 
paid on the Shannon in 1863 was £1,339; in 1864, £1,153 13s. 4<7.; in 1865, £1,313.
Hut the licence-duty on each rod used in this district was fixed at £1 for the season of Tide post, 
1865. The half of this only was paid, and the funds thus lost £218 10s., so that the page 19. 
le"al revenue of this Board for that year was £1,531 10s., the highest sum it has ever 
reached. In the Waterford District the increase is still greater :—In 1863 the total 
amount of licence-duty was £741 10s. ; in 1864 the licences yielded £847 6s. Sd. ; in 
1865 no less a sum was received than £1,158.

Fixed Engines, or Fixed Nets.

In our two Reports already published we have fully described the legal position, and 
given the history of the fixed engines used in the tidal waters of Ireland; and, as the 
lioht that has been since thrown on the very complicated code of Acts respecting them 
has not required us to alter any opinion we then expressed, or to correct any statement 
then made, we shall not pass again over the same ground. It remains for us to state the 
issue of such of the appeals from our decisions to the Court of Queen’s Bench as were 
pending when our last report was published.

On some of those appeals our decisions have been reversed, and as we think it important 
that the Fishery Laws affecting fixed engines should be understood, and we consider that 
it is our duty to report how far we have been in error, and to give the reasons which 
led us to form opinions since declared to be bad in law, we now refer to the cases in 
point. They nearly all turn upon two questions easy to understand, and, we hope, not 
hard to explain.

It is necessary to explain that the cases on which the appeals now referred to were 
raised, were heard by our Commission when differently constituted from what it now is; 
and that “the majority” mentioned consisted of the two members of the present Com
mission who have served from the time of its first appointment, and that the opinions 
expressed under the heading of Fixed Engines emanate therefore from them.

Prior to the Act of 1842 the use of fixed engines in the tidal waters of Ireland was 
illegal. Section 18 empowered, under certain conditions, the owners of several or 
exclusive fisheries to erect them ; and section 19 of that Act enacted—“ That it shall be 
lawful for any person who shall hold and occupy as tenant in fee-simple” (or for other 
terms, of which 14 years unexpired at the time of erecting such net is the minimum) 
“ any land adjoining the sea-shore, or any estuary (subject to certain conditions) to fix 
or erect such stake or other fixed nets as aforesaid attached to that part of the shore 
adjoining such land.”

Subsequent Acts provided remedies against persons who abused this provision: 8 & 9 
Vic. sec. 3 recites—“ lhat whereas notwithstanding the provisions of the first recited Act 
(5 & 6 A ic. c; 106), with regard to the erection and use of stake weirs, fixed nets, &c. : 
the same are in many instances erected and used in places prohibited, and by persons who 
have no title so to do ;” and sec. 5 of 8 & 9 Vic. c. 108, enacts “ that if any person 
other than the persons entitled to exercise such right as aforesaid under the provisions of 
the abo\ e-named Act, shall erect, use, or fish with any fixed net.” he shall be subject to a 
penalty and the net be forfeited.

Sec.J 6 of 13 V 14 Vic. c. 88, enacts that no person other than those entitled to exercise 
such right as m the former Acts mentioned, shall place, erect, maintain, or use any fixed 
net, &c. Section 4 of 26 & 27 V ic. enacts that “ No fixed net that was not legally erected 
for catching salmon or trout during the open season of 1862, shall be placed or used for 
catching salmon or trout in any inland or tidal waters.’’

Section 5 of the same Act enacts that this Commission “ shall abate and remove all fixed 
nets erected or used for catching salmon or trout in Ireland, that are in their judgment 
injurious to navigation, and shall inquire into the legality of, and if satisfied of their 
illegality remove, all such other fixed nets erected or used as aforesaid, as are in contra
vention of any Act of Parliament or law in force in Ireland.’’

On these sections it appeared to us to be our duty to require the person or persons 
actually using fixed nets to show that they used them under the title granted by the first 
recited Act. It is to be observed that the terms “ erect,’’ “ fix,” “ use,” “ maintain,” 

fish with,” seem to be used synonymously throughout the Acts ; and it is somewhat 
striking that the 3rd section of 8 & 9 Vic. recites the 19th section of 5 and 6 Vic., c. 106
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(where the words are “ fix and erect ”), as provisions with regard to the erection and use. 
Amongst the proofs we required was evidence that the person using a fixed net in 1862 
held and occupied land adjoining that portion of the sea-shore or estuary on which it 
was erected. The statement of a single case will show how far we were in error. On the 
Mount Trenchard estate, bordering on the Shannon estuary, we found six fixed nets. 
One wras confessedly injurious to navigation; a second was not erected at all in 1862 ; 
and their defence was abandoned. To the four others the proprietor claimed title, both 
under the 18th section as the owner of a Several Fishery, and under the provisions of the 
19th section as holding and occupying the land adjoining that part of the sea-shore or 
estuary on which they were erected. The Commission was divided in opinion upon both 
these points—the majority deciding that the claimant failed to establish his title under 
either section—the minority holding that he had done so on both. As the Court of 
Queen’s Bench, on appeal, upheld the decision of the majority as regards the Several 
Fishery, we need not further refer to it. With respect to the claim under the 19th section 
the evidence was as follows :—The nets were held by a yearly tenant; this tenant fixed, 
used, maintained, and fished them, paid the rent, licence, and taxes, and did not hold or 
occupy any land whatever. The land adjoining was let, but the sea-shore itself, by which 
we mean the shingle and sand lying between the arable land and high-water mark of 
ordinary tides was not, it was contended, included in the lettings to the tenants. The 
strip so claimed as land within the meaning of the Act was described by a surveyor 
produced for the owner of the weir as “ being rocky, shingly, and in fact shore, partly 
covered at high springs and though opposite one weir “ the remains of a fence 
were distinctly marked” between what was pointed out to him as the tenants’ bolding 
and this strip, at another “ there was no boundary between the tenants’ lands and the 
shingle ; in fact that there was no boundary fence whatever to the land adjoining this 
weir but the Shannon.” The third weir was similarly situated. On these facts it was 
contended that the tenant of the weirs was the mere servant of the owner in fee ; that the 
weirs—substantial structures capable of stopping a boat of eight or ten tons, even when 
driven by a breeze and favourable tide—were “ incorporeal hereditaments,’’ similar in 
character to a right of way or right of ferry; that, as such, they could not be dealt with 
except by deed, and, therefore, their property remained in the owner in fee who had in 
vain and illegally sought to divest himself of them by parol agreement, or by a document 
not under seal.

It was further contended that the strip we have described was land within the meaning 
of the Act, and that the owner in fee was in occupation of that strip. No satisfactory 
evidence of such occupation was, however, given us. We held that there was a wide 
difference between a right of fishing and the means by which that right was exercised in 
the shape of a substantial weir, constructed of poles 14 feet high, 5 to 7 inches in 
diameter, all firmly lashed together—such an erection had, indeed, been declared by Lord 
Hale “to be the soil itself” and was corporeal; that the several Fishery Acts quoted referred 
to the persons, in fact, using, maintaining, fishing the net, as the persons who must hold 
and occupy land adjoining the sea-shore ; that such land must be land adjoining the 
sea-shore, and not the shore itself. We found further (in the event of these points of law 
being ruled against us) acting as a jury to determine a matter of fact, “ that it was not 
proved that the owner in fee was in occupation even ot this strip. Under these circum
stances we declared the fixed nets in question to be illegal. The Court of Queen’s Bench 
have reversed our decision. Stake weirs have been declared to be incorporeal; as such 
the person who erects and uses them in fact is not the person who docs so in law—the 
strip of sea-shore is held to be “land” within the meaning of the Act, proof of occupation 
was assumed, and the nets were declared legal.

The manner in which an Act of Parliament or code of Acts is construed, must be 
materially influenced by the point of view from which it is regarded. . 1 he conviction on 
the one hand that an Act is harsh in its measures and prejudicial in its results to any 
of the parties affected by it, or, on the other, that it is an Act beneficial to the public, ?
cannot but more or less bias the minds of those whose duty it is to carry it into 
operation or to interpret its context. I he Act of 1842 has been and is very differently 
characterized. By some the history and state of the fisheries prior to 1842 was remem
bered. The public and those who lean towards the preservation of public rights, bore 
in mind that from time immemorial, until that Act was passed, the tidal waters of 
Ireland, except in very few places, were open to all ; that every man had a right to 
such fish as he could legally catch therein ; that many men exercised that right and 
lived thereby, and that the fish were more plentiful in those days and the fishermen better 
clothed and fed. Others regarded the Act as conferring an inalienable property made 
sacred by an use and enjoyment of some twenty years, and in the conflict of public I
and private rights sought means in the ambiguity of the law to protect and enhance 
the latter. By the one party each fixed net was looked upon as an encroachment on
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the public rio'ht, that should, if possible, be removed ; by the other it was respected as a 
property deserving of the utmost protection any interpretation of the law could afford.

The opinion of the Court of Queen’s Bench on these points may be gathered from the 
following extracts from the judgments given by their lordships in a case of appeal. Mr. 
Justice Fitzgerald stated “ that the weir, the subject of that appeal, was illegal and contrary 
to the provisions of the Act 5 & 6 Vic., c. 10G ; and he unfortunately found himself obliged 
to concur with this view, that the Commissioners were right in deciding that the weir 
should be removed.” That such should be the case “ was no doubt a great misfortune to 
the owner of the weir, and he wished he could give his judgment in his favour, but he was 
coerced by the language of the statute.” Mr. Justice Hayes “ concurred in the view taken 
by his brother Fitzgerald, and even in his expression of regret at being compelled, to take 
that view.” Mr. Justice O’Brien dissented from the opinion of the Judges already men
tioned, viz., that the extension, contrary to the Act of Parliament, of the entire of the 
fishing part of the weir beyond low-water mark, made the whole weir illegal, and held 
that the weir was legal, although the portion in excess was not so. The Lord Chief 
Justice said—“ When I consider the view with which this Act was passed, and that it was 
to promote the public interest, to discourage as much as possible the system that had 
crept in, which not merely operated as a partial nuisance, but would, if not checked, have 
ended in a total destruction of the salmon fishery in Ireland;—when I consider the 
principle of this Act, I feel myself bound to promote as far as possible that great 
legislative object, and in the construction in which I should act, that I should have regard 
to^thc public interest and good towards that which the Legislature made a nuisance,” and 
concurred with Mr. Justices Fitzgerald and Hayes in upholding our decision for the 
removal of the weir.

The knowledge we had acquired of the state of the fisheries, the scenes we had 
witnessed, the evidence we had heard, had led us to approach the Act in a spirit different 
from that expressed by the majority of the Court, and we pray in aid of our decisions 
and in support of our views the words we have quoted from the judgment of the Lord 
Chief Justice. We could not forget that rights as sacred as those created by the Act of 
1842 had existed before it. We could not shut our eyes to the evidence we had constantly 
before us that the effect of that Act had been deleterious to the fisheries, and destructive 
to a large number of fishermen. We recognised that the Act had conferred great rights, 
and that it was our duty to acknowledge and protect them, but we thought that the 
conditions limiting those rights were equally deserving of respect. We believed, as 
already stated, that prior to 1842 fixed nets were not legal in the tidal waters in Ireland. 
This opinion has been since affirmed by the majority of the judges in the Court of Queen’s 
Bench. We saw that the Act of 1842, in thus legalizing such engines, had granted, at 
the expense of the public, no small boon to proprietors of land adjoining the sea and 
estuary shores, and we believed that the restrictions imposed upon the exercise of that 
gift were intended by the legislature to prevent its abuse, and to act as a protection to the 
public rights, which but for those restrictions would have been entirely made over to 
individuals. The provisions containing those restrictions were not only recognised, but 
were rendered more stringent by every succeeding Fishery Act. They were the condi
tions on which the encroachment on public rights was permitted, and appeared to us to 
require a plain, literal, and strict interpretation. We thought, therefore, that it was 
incumbent on the persons who availed themselves of the privileges to observe literally 
the conditions attached to them, and we refused to accept constructive titles in the place 
of such an observance. Indeed on any other view of the law we sought in vain for the 
purpose with which the Legislature had qualified the declaration of the legality of fixed 
nets at all. The ruling of the Court however in the case stated, has practically extracted 
all restraint from such of those conditions as restrict the right of owners of land to 
erect nets. M herever round the coast, stake nets can be erected, there must be such 
a strip as we have described—a waste of shingle and sand or rock, broad or narrow, as 
the shore is shelving or steep, often only a few feet in breadth, and formed by the space 
between high-water mark of ordinary and of extraordinary high tides, and this strip is 
in the nature of things never measured into the tenants’ holdings, nor would it be 
included iu terms in their leases, if a lease there should perchance be. It is held, 
therefore, by the landlord; and if no proof of occupation by him is required, and he, in 
the absence of a lease, is the person who in law, though not in fact, erects and uses the net 
.—as in Ireland leases are rarely granted—the nets can hardly be not legal. Some excep
tional cases may occur and have occurred to our knowledge ; for instance, a similar title 
claimed by the owner in lee was given up on the production of a lease of the arable land 
adjoining, for a plan referred to in the lease, showed the Shannon itself to be the boundary 
of the holding, but leases of either land or fixed engines are in Ireland very seldom met 
with, and provision is made in the Act for the case of a lease of land. Thus the 19th 
section of the Act of 1842, practically did not restrict, as far as title was concerned, the
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permission granted by it to erect fixed nets, and if this was the intention of Parliament, 
it would have been more simply expressed by a declaration, that all persons holding, as 
owners in fee, land adjoining the sea-coast might legally erect fixed nets, and permit 
whom they pleased to do so.

Another question decided by the Mount Trenchard case requires notice. The rights 
granted by the 19th section are subject to a proviso, saving to the public “the free and 
full exercise and enjoyment of all other rights of fishing.’’ It was proved that one of 
these nets called the ‘‘ Durnish weir,” was erected at a place where the public had been 
in the common habit of using draft nets. Evidence was given us that one man, and his 
father before him, prior to the occupation of the site by the net, had regularly so-fished 
this spot, living by that means, and that others resorted to the same drafting place, an 
exercise of the public right that the erection of the net entirely prevented, whilst its 
stumps and stakes further interfered with and injured the nets still used on the adjacent 
shore. It was also shown that the herring shoals struck on this portion of the shore, and 
that the men could not follow them freely as of old in consequence of this net.

In defence of the net it was contended that the Commission had no power to inquire 
into an injury to the public right of fishing, and it was urged that, if such a power were 
exercised, the grant made by the 19th section would be illusory, inasmuch as the 
projection of a fixed net into the estuary for the capture of fish must interfere with some 
other mode of fishing. On the evidence it was further insisted that, if there was such 
power, this net was not injurious to the public right. The majority of the Commission 
held that it had the power of inquiry and adjudication. To the argument of the 
necessary interference with draft and other movable nets by a fixed net we did not 
attach any importance, for there is no such necessity. The whole length of the Shannon 
estuary affords comparatively few suitable places for drafting. Herring nets cannot 
approach any but a perfectly smooth shore. Wherever rocks or rough ground are found 
with shallow water, nets other than fixed nets cannot be worked; and, as may be seen in 
the present instance, one net only out of four was, in our opinion, injurious to the public 
right of fishing. Acting, therefore, on the evidence given before us, we found that the 
net was injurious to the public right, referring to the words of the 19th section of 5 & 6 
Vic. c. 106, saving to Her Majesty ‘‘and all the subjects of this realm the free and full 
exercise and enjoyment of all other rights of fishing,” words which we looked upon as 
synonymous with the expression “ a common nuisance,” contained in subsequent Acts.

The Court of Queen’s Bench affirmed the judgment of the majority on the question of 
law, but reversed it on the question of fact. The judgment of the Court was given by 
Mr. Justice O’Brien in these words :—

“ It now remains for us to consider the question as to the alleged interference with the public right of fishing • 
and upon this question we have had considerable difficulty ; but we think the sound constitution of the law on 
that point to be as I will now mention. Mr. Longfield, in his very able argument, was right, I think, in saying 
that, in considering this point, we should not only consider the provisions of the Act of 1842, but of all the subsequent 
Acts’ of Parliament. Now, section 19 of the 13th and 14th Vic., cap. 88, should be carefully considered. It 
enacts ‘ that nothing in the sail recited Acts or this Act contained, shall take away, or in any manner lessen or 
impair the powers of Iler Majesty’s High Court of Admiralty, or any other court or jurisdiction in relation to the 
removal orabatement of nuisances accruing or occasioned to navigation, fishery, or the passage of fish, by the placing 
or maintaining, or using of weirs, fixed nets, or other contrivances.’ Then comes the 6th section of the last 
Fishery Act (26th and 27th Vic., cap. 114), which grants certain certificate in respect of fixed nets, but provides 
that such a certificate ‘shall not render any net legal that would be otherwise illegal by reason of its being 
injurious to navigation, a common nuisance to the public right of fishing, or otherwise in violation of common 
law, or any Act of Parliament.’ The words used there are ‘ a common nuisance,’ and it would be senseless to 
say that you interfere with the public right of fishing in a place where you cannot exercise the privilege of 
fishing. We therefore think the sound construction of the statutes is this, to say that if the possession of a 
weir is such as to be ‘a common nuisance,’ that then the weir is illegal. That being so, what is the evidence? 
There is no such fact found here. It would bo hard to say, that because parties fished about this locality, that 
these nets should be all declared illegal. That would be putting a construction upon the Act of Parliament which, 
I think, was not intended by the Legislature. We think the sound conclusion to arrive at is to hold that if these 
nets or weirs are ‘a common nuisance’ to the public right of fishing, they should be removed, but not otherwise. 
For all these reasons we will declare Lord Monteagle has established his right to maintain the weirs numbered 
1. 2, 3, and 5 under the 19tb section of the 5th and 6th Vic., cap. 106. And as to No. 3, the Durnish weir, we 
will’further say that our order shall not be held to prejudice any proceedings that may be taken by indictment, 
or otherwise, on the "round that it is ‘a common nuisance’ to the public right of fishing. If it is ‘a common 
nuisance,’ we think it should be removed ; but there is no evidence before us to warrant us in coming to that 
conclusion.”

As one other very similar case has been decided on appeal, we for convenience here state 
it. It was proved to us that a weir was erected about twenty years ago on a portion of 
the shore of the Shannon estuary that was very valuable for herring fishing, and constantly 
resorted to by the herring fishermen, whose nets had since been frequently damaged by it. 
This damage was generally occasioned by parts of the weir left standing when the great 
majority of the poles had been removed at the close of the salmon fishing season.

That season now closes on July 6th, a termination earlier bv some weeks tl a?i is fixed for
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any other district of Ireland. It was proved that the herrings seldom or never appeart d 
before that time. As in the preceding case, our jurisdiction was questioned, and the 
injurious effect of the weir was denied. The Court made a similar ruling, affirming our 
decision on the question of law, but reversing our finding and order on the question of 
fact. At the same time, they required an undertaking on the part of the weir owners, 
that all the poles of the weir should be removed at the close of the salmon season. Should 
the present close season remain in force, and the order of the Court be observed, the injury 
to the public occasioned by the maintenance of this weir will be small; but the Court 
seem not to have been aware that power is vested in us to alter, from time to time, the 
season in force ; that the close season for fixed nets in the Shannon was determined at 
this very early date in consequence of the excessive number of these engines—a reason 
which no longer exists;—that we are pressed strongly, and with apparent reason,to alter 
the season so fixed, and that such an alteration might permit the maintenance of the weir 
into and during the height of the herring season.

By the statement of one more case we shall exhaust the adverse decisions of the Superior 
Court.

The owner of Carrowbanebeg, a property on the Shannon, granted a lease many years 
ago of those lands. In 1843 Mr. Patrick Griffin, who had derived from the grantee, re
covered the lands from a sub-tenant, obtained the permission to erect a weir required by 
the Act from the head landlord, and erected one. In 1851 he made an arrangement 
with John Griffin, who fished the weir for him, giving a share in the produce in the place 
of wages. In 1852 Patrick Griffin surrendered his interest in the lands. In 1857 the 
lands were let by the chief landlord on a lease of twenty-one years to John Griffin, who, 
between 1852 and 1857, had been in occupation of them as a yearly tenant. The original 
erector of the -weir, Patrick Griffin, appeared in support of it ; but as he neither held nor 
occupied any land at all after 1852, he could not sustain his title. The fisherman of the 
weir then put in his claim; but as the Acts require that the person who erected, 
and used the weir in 1862, should not only hold and occupy the adjoining land, but 
should also have the landlord’s consent in writing to the erection of the weir ; and as 
we looked upon him as the mere servant of Patrick Griffin, and if he was not to be so 
regarded he had no consent, we held that the conditions of the Act were not complied with. 
A further point appeared to us, in settling the statement of case for the superior Court, to 
be fatal to the weir. By the ruling of the Court that a weir is an incorporeal hereditament, 
and remains in the landlord, unless parted with by a deed under seal, both the original 
constructor and the present fisherman of the weir must be considered, as in the decided 
cases servants of the landlord. But the landlord did not occupy any adjoining land, 
and no claim under his title was prefeired.

On these grounds the majority of the Commission could find no title in any one of the 
three parties interested in the weir, no one of them having complied with the three con
ditions, and the removal of the weir was ordered.

The Court above reversed that decision, and we insert their judgment as taken down 
by a short-hand writer :

“ 10th November, 18G5.

“ Patrick Griffin, Appellant; Malcomson, Respondent.

“ John Griffin, Appellant; Same, Respondent.

“The Lord Chief Justice said—The Court is of opinion that the weir in this case should be sustained, and 
therefore, that the order of the majority of the Fishery Commissioners should be reversed. I confess that I was 
for some time disposed to take a different view of the case, but, upon conferring with my brethren, they have 
shaken the opinion I was so disposed to form so much that I would not feel myself justified in differing from 
then). The decision of the Commissioners must be reversed

‘ Mr Justice O’Brien.—I shall adopt what 1 have already thrown out in the course of the arguments, and very 
shortly state why I think that this weir should be sustained and the order below reversed. I think that Mr. 
Longfield, in his very able argument, most properly admitted that, in 1857, when the new lease was made to John 
Griffin, this weir was le«'al; and what are the present state of facts 1 The lease so made is still subsisting ; John 
Griffin is still in possession of the land adjoining, and has fished the weir ever since. Although he did not take 
out the original licence to fish, it appears most distinctly that, by some arrangement or partnership as it was 
called, he is the person who has always fished the weir. The man who has thus used this weir from 1857 is the 
person we find in occupation of the adjoining land under a lease ; and without further going into the general case, 
1 feel that that very short and simple view of it enables us to sustain the legal right of this party. We arc fully 
authorize!, , t *ink5 in maintaining the weir ordered by the majority of the Commissioners to be abated upon 
John Grtftns appeal aadwewil! make an order accordingly.

Judge 1was much taken with the able argument of Mr. Longfield, and for some time inclined to go
°pipon !•!-» considering the way in which the ease has been 

appeal in this case must be allowed and the dp •* ”’ • cntlrd-v concur 111 the V1CW l‘ut l»» ward by him, that the
far as John Griffin is concerned, must be reversed*011 the Colllin loners, or rather of the majoidx o them, so

B
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“ Judge Fitzgerald.—I am most happy to be able to agree with the other members of the Court, and to take the 
view adopted by the learned third Commissioner, who differed from his brother Commissioners. I think that this 
weir was legally erected and used in 18G2, and should therefore be maintained. I confess that I would have 
been struck by Mr. Longfield’s very able argument if it had not been so ably answered. This weir must be 
upheld.

“ The Chief Justice.—The able argument of Mr. Longfield pressed my mind so strongly and powerfully, that, 
I confess, until I conferred with my learned brethren, I was rather disposed to concur with the order of the Com
missioners, but where the opinion of the Fishery Commissioners was a divided one, and the majority of the Court 
had no hesitation in concurring with the opinion of the dissenting Commissioner (Mr. W. O’Connor Morris), I felt 
that I could not refuse to uphold this view.”

One point in this case illustrates a difficulty under which we have laboured. We 
have not been represented before the Superior Court; counsel of the highest ability and 
standing have appeared in support of our decisions on behalf of the respondents named 
in the cases, but no one has taken part in the proceedings on behalf of the Crown, and we 
have therefore had no opportunity of bringing before the Court the views we had taken 
and the reasons which had influenced our decisions. Points, in our opinion material, have 
in consequence been abandoned without argument. Thus in this case counsel appear to 
have admitted that when the new lease of 1857 was made the weir was legal. Ihis is 
entirely opposed to our view. We held that the moment Patrick Griffin ceased to occupy 
the adjoining land, his right to use the weir ceased also. He had, it is true, the consent of 
the landlord, but the landlord has no power under the Act to give that consent to any but 
an occupier of the land for a term of at least fourteen years. Patrick Griffin’s title to this 
weir therefore failed ; and supposing John Griffin to have been the person who in law used 
the weir after 1857 (though it is difficult thus to regard him after the decision of the 
Court that a weir is an incorporeal hereditament), he had no consent in writing, as required 
by the Act, and could not therefore legally use a weir.

We cannot but think that if we had been represented before the Court, their judgment 
might in* other cases have been different. As for instance, in the cases already given, 
where we found, acting as a jury, that the weir was injurious to the public right of 
fishing—a term used by us as identical with that of “ a common nuisance.’’ So, too, in 
the Mount-Trenchard case, Mr. Justice Fitzgerald stated when Mr. Justice O’Brien had 
given the judgment of the Court, “ that if the Fishery Commissioners had decided that 
Lord Monteagle was not in possession (? occupation) of that strip of land he would have 
been very slow to interfere in reversing their decision when he recollected that they had such 
superior means of judging. He did not think they did decide or intended to decide that, 
and what they decided really was that Lord Monteagle was not in the occupation of the 
arable or pasture land.” We did decide that Lord Monteagle was not in occupation of the 
arable land ; but our statement of case also stated that “ the evidence did not prove that the 
appellant was in occupation of the said space.” In another case our decision was reversed 
without argument on the supposition that it was ruled by the decisions referred to 
respecting the meaning of the word “ land,” and the incorporeal nature of a stake net. 
Both these points were raised in the case; but there was yet another on which we decided 
it. The net in question was erected in fact by a Billingsgate fish factor, who held the net 
without a lease, and proved his occupation of the strip of shore adjoining, for the purpose 
of his fishing. By the ruling of the Court in the previous cases, the person who 
in law erected, the weir was the chief landlord ; by their ruling also the strip was land, 
but this strip was in the occupation of the fish factor and was declared to be so in the 
statement of case. Being land it could be disposed of, parted with by the landlord, 
without a lease; it had been so parted with, and therefore the landlord, the erector in law 
of the net, was not in occupation of one inch of land of any kind, and his title was bad.

Erroneous, however, in these respects as the Court of Queen’s Bench have decided 
our reading of the Acts quoted to be, the reversal of those decisions has but little affected 
the result of our labours. We have more than once expressed our surprise at the reck
less disregard of the law exhibited by the vast majority of the weir-owners. As we stated 
in our Report of last year, our inquiries have shown that the Act of 1842 has been 
universally abused; “nor have we commonly found a net offending against it in one 
particular only. Under its sanction, assumed by the weir-owners and unquestioned by the 
authorities, nets were illegally erected wherever they could be successfully fished, and its 
provisions were observed or disregarded as the circumstances peculiar to each net rendered 
expedient.” We gave an instance of a net fished without title that was also injurious te 
navigation, that interfered with the public right of fishing and projected beyond low 
water mark—four distinct offences under the Fishery Acts. We give another now, where 
our decisions, appealed against, were in part affirmed, in part reversed, as illustrating 
the different views held by the Commission as constituted at the time of the inquiry, and 
the result of the ruling of the Superior Court.

A proprietor of land adjoining Clonderalaw bay erected four stake weirs. He fished them
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himself, and abandoning one as illegal, he claimed before us aright to the three others under 
both the 18th and 19th sections of the Act of 1842. The evidence on the question of 
title it is unnecessary to state, for the case in this respect turns on the “ land ” point 
already described. As regards No. 1 weir it was further proved that it projected from a 
small neck of land forming one side of a harbour in daily use by the turf-boats, that this 
harbour was resorted to as a harbour of refuge by these boats, and that they had been con
stantly obstructed in passing in and out of it by the weir.

With respect to weirs Nos. 2 and 3, it was proved that the whole of the fishing portion 
of the one projected beyond low water mark, and that an undefined portion of the other 
did so also.

The Commission was divided in opinion. The majority decided that there was no title 
under either the 18th or 19th section, that No. 1 weir was injurious to' navigation and 
must be removed; that No. 2 must be removed for its projection beyond low water mark ; 
and reserved their decision as to the projection beyond low water mark of No. 3 for 
further evidence as to the extent of the excess, in case the Court above should decide that 
the title to it was good, and that such evidence was required.

The Commissioner in the minority held that there was a good title under the 19th 
section—that No. 1 weir was injurious to navigation, and that a passage ol 60 feet should 
be opened in it; and that the projection beyond low water mark'did not require the 
abatement of either No. 2 or 3.

The Court above ruled* in favour of the title under the 19th section, holding the sea
shore to be land adjoining the sea-shore, as in previous cases. They upheld the order for 
the removal of No. 1, as injurious to navigation, and of No. 2, as projecting to the extent 
described beyond low water mark; and they declared so much of No. 3 to be legal as did 
not project beyond low water mark. Thus, of three weirs, two arc ordered to be removed, 
and the third will suffer a curtailment, on the amount of which depends its existence as 
a fishing engine.

We have dealt at length with the inquiry we have instituted into the legality of fixed 
engines in tidal waters. Forming, as it does, the more special part of the duties assigned 
to us, it seems to require from us detailed and particular notice. The importance also of 
the subject, the difficult as well as onerous nature of the task, we have performed, the 
different opinions on some points of law entertained by the members of the Commission as 
at one time constituted, the sustainment of many of our decisions, the reversal of some 
others—all seem to demand from us a full account not only of the proceedings of the 
Commission, but of the views under which we have acted. We have therefore set out 
those views in every case where the Court above has quashed our orders, and we have 
further as succinctly, but as clearly as we could, stated the evidence, the arguments, and 
the decisions of the Court, without which it would have been useless to refer to the cases. 
There remains for us to give the final result. In 1863, before the Act was passed, 426 
fixed engines were fished in Ireland—some of these were abandoned on the passing of the 
Act without any defence ; but we tried 282 cases ; we found only 26 legal nets; from our 
decisions there were 66 cases of appeal; of these 8 were withdrawn; 20 have been upheld, 
and 6 have been referred back to us for further inquiry. By the reversal of our judg
ments on the points we have described, 11 more nets have become legal, and 21 appeals 
remain undecided.

Stone Weirs.
We described in our last report the state of the law with respect to stone weirs. It is 

our duty to institute an inquiry into the legality of each of these engines. The greater 
part of this task has been completed, but has left us nothing of much importance to refer 
to. The fixed engines in fresh waters, unlike those in the tideway, are of ancient title 
and construction. The erection of a new weir would have so immediately intercepted the 
fish from the one next above it that the owner of the ancient and legal structure would 
probably have at once required its removal ; and perhaps a still stronger reason for 
the observance of the law regulating fixed engines in the fresh waters is to be found in the 
absence of temptation to break it. When the opening of distant markets and the conse
quent rise in the price of fish stimulated fishermen to make new efforts for their capture, 
the engines invented for the purpose were erected in the estuaries and on the sea-coast. 
The fish were thus taken before they entered the rivers, and the falling off in the value 
of the existing stone weirs was sufficient to prevent the erection of new ones.

So far, therefore, as our inquiries have yet extended, we have found no instance of a 
wholly illegal stone weir. But the owners of the weirs at Limerick, W aterville, Ballin a, 
and Galway had alone complied with the law in all respects. The provisions with regard 
to Queen’s gaps and spur walls have been rarely observed; but the titles are good.

* The order of the Court, though made, has not, in this case, been officially issued, in consequence of a motion 
standing on the books respecting it. We quote from the order as made.

B 2
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5 it 6 Vic. c. 
I 06, s, 41.
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page 15.

I ide post 
jag.- 20.

The case of the great Lax weir of Limerick has alone excited any considerable public 
interest. The value of the property, and the notoriety gained by the numerous suits of 
law respecting it were, perhaps, the causes of this interest, rather than the difficulties or 
the doubts involved in the facts or points of law raised before us.

The right to maintain the weir was contested in every possible manner, but it seemed to 
us to be legal in each particular. As a matter of course, owing to the value of the pro
perty at stake our decision was made the subject of an appeal, and as this is still pendino- 
we shall now say no more on the subject.

The duty prescribed to us of determining the position and dimensions of the gap to be 
made in each stone weir has been nearly completed. Simple, apparently, as are the pro
visions of the Acts respecting Queen’s gaps, the minuteness of detail in those provisions 
and the great variety in the physical features presented by the weirs has rendered our 
task one of no ordinary difficulty. Much local interest has been shown on the subject 
and we have endeavoured to satisfy it by holding in all cases public meetings. Most of 
the gaps are now constructed, and if the regulations respecting them are observed, the 
stone weirs of Ireland will never again prove injurious to the fisheries.

Mouths of Rivers ancl Estuary Definitions.
We have also completed our definitions of the mouthsand estuaries of the salmon rivers 

of Ireland. The result, has in one respect not been satisfactory. Provisions of the Acts 
prohibit draft net fishing “for salmon or trout within half a mile seawards, or inwards of 
the mouth as defined by us, of any river less than a quarter of a mile broad, except by 
the owner of a several fishery within the limits thereof” rlhe object of this 2’cstriction is 
to protect the fish at the entrance of narrow rivers, where, in dry seasons especially, they 
are greatly exposed. The regulation is provident, but it is much abused. By recourse to 
the restriction, the public are often ousted from a long-used fishing-ground, and by the plea 
of the exemption, a “several fishery” is carved out for some neighbouring proprietor of 
land. Any man fishing on his common law right within the prescribed limits is at onc<‘ 
fined ; but the proprietor claims a several fishery, denies the right of the magistrates to 
try the question of title, and no single person has sufficient individual interest in the 
matter to incur the expense of an appeal to a superior court- We refer elsewhere to a 
case in point at Kenmare, where the public actually fished without hindrance within the 
prohibited limits up to the publication of our definition.

Complaints of a similar abuse of the law have been made to us from the Bundrowes, the 
Carragh, the Cashen, and other rivers- Whether these are as well-founded as the case at 
Kenmare would appear to be we cannot say ; but we have been strongly pressed to ask 
for authority to make an inquiry into these claims similar to that we have so near] " 
completed into the titles of fixed engines. Such a task at the present moment would he 
an easy one ; but in a few years hence we have little doubt that so many claims of this 
nature will be preferred that the fisheries will suffer seriously, and the question will 
present a very difficult aspect.

It would be well at. the same time to ascertain the number of exemptions that can b * 
legally claimed from the restriction imposed on fishing at night in fresh water by owner- 
of the several fishery next above the tidal flow-

Local Management.

I I & 12 Vic.
C. 92.
13 £ 14 Vic.
c. 88.

We referred last year to the local management of the Salmon and Inland Fisheries. W > 
described how a fund was raised by the imposition of a licence-duty on each engine used for 
the capture of fish—how the persons who paid such duty possessed, in proportion to th 
amount they paid, votes for the election of conservators, and how the elected con
servators formed, with certain magistrates having a specified interest, a local Board 
authorized to apply the fund collected within their district to the expenses of the manage
ment and protection of the fisheries therein.

We pointed out such defects in this system as had fallen under our notice, detailed son 
abuses of which we were cognizant, and called attention to the state of the Limerick 
district, as being at once the most important in Ireland, and the most conspicuous f()p 
its mismanagement.

The experience of the past year has shown not only that we were justified in actino- on 
the information we had received respecting the affairs of this district, but that the com
plaints made to us fell short of the abuses existing. We believed that the Acts constituting 
the Boards and conferring on them authority, had been evaded ; we found that they had 
been disregarded by the very persons whose duty it was to uphold them. We doubted 
the efficiency and fairness of the administration. It was proved by its own confession to 
be unable to check the most open illegal fishing, and. active in places from whence it derived 
no support, we found it permitting the most glaring infringements of the law to continue 
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unchecked in the parts of the river fished by the persons who returned the working 
majority of the Board. Our report of last year called forth a protest from the Clerk of 
the Board, containing an allegation that we had been misled by incorrect information, 
and a demand addressed to the Chief Secretary for further inquiry. By the orders of the 
Chief Secretary we held that inquiry; we were occupied for two days in taking evidence 
on oath, and closed it only when the conservators present and the solicitors representing 
the Clerk and complainants had exhausted the evidence they had to tender and the obser
vations they had to make. The results have been stated at length in a special report, Vide post 
which is given in the Appendix. We shall therefore only now refer to such points as page 50. 
bear on the changes in the law we believe to be necessary, and presently recommend. It 
was proved at this inquiry that the Fishery Acts had been disregarded in the following 
particulars :—

1. The Act of 11 and 12 Vic., c. 92, declares by whom licences shall be distributed, and 
requires security to be taken from such persons.

The Clerk acted as distributor of licences without authority, and did not give the 
security required.

2. The same Act declares that before an engine is used it must be duly licensed.
Fixed nets commence fishing on February 12, but the Board resolved that the licences 

for them need not be taken out until May of each year ; and in 1863 the issue of these 
licences was delayed by the Clerk until some time unascertained, after May 29, an election 
of Conservators taking place, and being hotly contested in the beginning of the following 
July.

3. The same Act requires that accounts of the sales of licences containing information 
on certain points shall be furnished to the Commissioners annually, or as often as they 
require.

Such accounts were not kept, and the information they should have given could not 
be obtained.

4. The same Act requires that the licences shall be issued in a form prescribed by the 
Commissioners.

The form prescribed gave, on the counterpart of each licence, the heads of information 
required in the accounts ; the licences were so issued, but the counterparts were destroyed.

5. The Act endeavours to provide for the representation of each interest by dividing 
the district into electoral divisions, assigning votes in each division to the owners of engines 
on the licences taken out within it.

By the system of issuing licences adopted this intention was defeated. The licences 
for engines situated in a division where the dominant interest was all-powerful, were taken 
out in another where the same interest was less strong. By the votes so transferred the 
legitimate majority of the latter division was outnumbered, and Conservators favourable 
to the stronger interest were returned for both divisions. The licence-books proper to 
one division were even sent into another to be used there by the distributor, and the 
conservators of the river Fergus were returned by the eel-weir licences of the Shannon.

6. The Acts impose minimum penalties on offenders in certain cases.
The Board in some instances remitted the penalties; in others the Clerk, acting for them, 

did not enforce them on payment of half, or a part, or none, as agreed on between himself 
and the persons convicted.

For the explanation of these matters given by the Clerk, for a description of the provi- Vile post 
sion of the Acts, and the consequences of these abuses we refer to the report in the I’51©1'* o0‘f 
Appendix. It is sufficient to add here that the provisions we have enumerated as disre
garded or evaded, with the exception of the last imposing minimum penalties, form part 
of the scheme for the election of conservators, and that their disregard or evasion would 
enable the Clerk improperly, and without risk of detection, to influence the elections. The 
extent to which his interference was carried, or whether he did interfere, could not be 
determined, for the Clerk could remember nothing that could throw light on the subject, 
and the documentary evidence which an observance of the Acts would have afforded us had 
been destroyed with his consent, given after he had asked for inquiry. But it was proved 
that the conservators chosen by the fishermen from a short distance above Limerick, 
down to and including the fixed net district, returned the working majority of the Board, 
front whom the Clerk derives his appointment, and that fishing, illegal in its character, 
notorious in its conduct, and scandalous in its amount, was suffered to prevail for the 
last two years in that portion of the river. It was also shown that the Board had prac
tically entrusted the protection of the fisheries to the Clerk, and that the force employed 
and means taken by him to check this poaching were inadequate, and of a character that 

could not but be , that the exertions of the Coast-guard and of the bailiffs cm-
It is gratifying to kl'O'v ulllv
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ployed by two bodies independent of the Board, have done much to stop this scandal; 
but it is almost a sufficient comment on the administration of the Clerk to state that 
whilst,durmg the tv o seasons in which illegal bag-net fishing has been carried on, his bailiffs 
have seized eight bag-nets, twenty-five have been taken by the other forces we have men
tioned, and that whilst the Board and its servants have not obtained a single conviction 
for offences committed in the fresh water fished by the snap-net men immediately above 
Limerick, the bailiffs of some proprietors of fisheries, who have formed a Protection Society, 
successfully instituted thirteen prosecutions against those men, and that amongst these 
convictions two were obtained against one of the two bailiffs appointed by the Clerk to 
watch that part of the river.

There can be no doubt that such abuses as these could not have occurred if the Board 
had kept the management of the fisheries in their own hands. Our report on the state 
of the Limerick District would not have been filled with an account of the conduct of the 
Clerk, nor would il the temptations to do wrong,” which that officer declared to us persons 
in his position were exposed to, have existed, if the public fund, held in trust by the 
Board, had been administered by the Board as a whole, and not by their Clerk acting 
under the authority of a portion of it. It is easy to understand the Clerk’s complaint— 
that a man in his position, dependent for the retention of his office on the persons whom 
it is his duty to detail bailiffs to watch, and to prosecute when detected, has no easy 
task to perform, and its full difficulty, in the present case, will be seen when we add 
that some of the members of this Board, who were regular in attendance at it, have been 
convicted again and again for breaches of the fishery laws; and that the Board and their 
clerk have even subsequently exercised your Excellency’s prerogative, and, as we shall 
proceed to show, have in several cases remitted the penalties so imposed.

For much of this the extent, and if we may so call it, the geographical difficulty of 
the Shannon District, has to answer. The business of the Board is transacted at Limerick. 
The Shannon runs north and south, the railways east and west. The communication, 
between all parts from Killaloe downwards, into Limerick is easy and regular; from 
Killaloe upwards it is most difficult, tedious, and expensive. The result is that a large 
portion of the river is practically unrepresented, and that many conservators have been 
ignorant of, and unable to check a state of things they would not for a moment willingly 
have permitted to continue. In theory the Act for the formation and direction of Boards 
(11 and 12 Vic., c. 92) was excellent. By the subdivision of the district, the repre
sentation of each interest in it was provided for ; and rod men and net men of all 
classes could meet and determine on the steps to be taken for the general preservation 
of the river. But in practice one interest became all powerful, and its power was secured 
and continued by a system of action contrary both to the spirit and to the letter of the Act.

The remedy proposed by a deputation to us of the Conservators and by the Clerk of the 
Limerick Board, as well as by other district clerks, was, that the officers of the Boards should 
be made independent of them, and subject only to some higher authority. We are much 
opposed to any unnecessary interference with the local Boards ; but if the public funds 
intrusted to them are not properly administered; if the conservators, regardin« their 
office as absolving them from the primary duty of obedience to the law, refuse to enforce 
it, and do not hesitate to break it; if their servants complain that they cannot discharge 
their duty and retain their place, and others keep their office notwithstanding or perhaps 
by reason of their disregard of the Act, it is time for Parliament to interfere. We have 

Videpost shown in the report given in the Appendix, that the non-observance, in the Limerick 
pages 50-55. District, of certain provisions of the Act, have rendered it impossible for us to perform 

the duty imposed on us of seeing that the funds have been properly collected ; in another 
district no account of the expenditure has been kept for years, and the remonstrances 
we made last year has produced no change for this; in another we called the attention 
of the Board in vain to their re-appointment of their head bailiff, who had been convicted 
of selling licences without authority, and of embezzling the money he received.

Again, in Limerick we have found the funds seriously diminished by an illegal and 
most improper arrangement made between the Clerk of the Board and the fixed net 
owners prosecuted by him. To take one instance; on a single occasion twenty-one 
convictions were obtained against fixed net owners for non-observance of the weekly close 
season. The Act requires “ that the netting of the leader of each fly or other fixed net 
shall, during such time, be raised and kept out of the water.” The minimum penalty 
imposed for a breach of this provision is £10. The penalties are the property of the Board 
and the prosecutor; but the Clerk acting, as he states, on the advice of the solicitor, o 
the Board, did not enforce them; here, at once, was a sum of £210 belonging o ie 
Board, for they were also the prosecutors, remitted to fixed net owners. 1 he exp a nation 
given by the Clerk is that he wished to obtain a decision as to how much of t Lac ei 
must be removed under the provision we have quoted. In another similar case a diftercn
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excuse is given for the non-enforcement of the penalty. The real point at issue is alleged 
to have been the character of the nets in question. The Act imposed a different duty on 
stake and on fly nets. It also requires a different method of observance of the -weekly 
close season by these two kinds of nets. The Clerk states that the amount of licence duty 
to be paid was the point in dispute, and to determine this he prosecuted for a breach of the 
weekly close season—seeking not a penalty, but a precedent on a doubtful point of law. 
It is difficult to understand why it should be sought to enforce one provision of the law 
by a prosecution instituted on another, when the evidence for and the defence in each 
case must be directed to the same point, viz., the character of the net. But the process 
of reasoning which concludes that because an Act is broken in two respects, the penalty 
attached to each offence should not be enforced in either, is not intelligible at all.

The Act of Parliament imposes a minimum penalty of £10 on any person committing 
an offence against the weekly close season. In twenty-one cases on the one day referred 
to, and in eleven cases on the other, convictions were obtained, and the non-enforcement 
of those penalties was a repeal by the Clerk, at the cost of £320 to the funds of the district, 
of the minimum penalty imposed by the Act.

We regret to say that the minute books of the Board show a number of similar cases, 
and that this disregard of the law has been invariably in favour of the dominant interest 
on the Board, whilst they also prove that the explanation of the Clerk in either case, 
absurd as it is on the face of it, is not valid in fact. He sought, he states, as to the first 
case, to obtain “ a precedent for the further guidance of the weir owners,’’ and “ his object 
having been fully attained, no further steps were taken.” Yet, in spite of the precedent, 
we find another prosecution within three months for the same offence, followed in the 
same way by a conviction and the non-enforcement of the penalty, and the same excuse 
is again given almost word for word. Further on it appears that one of the persons who 
was fined on the first occasion we have referred to, was, being a conservator, fined again 
seven times on the second, the offence, as we have said, being the same, although a some
what different excuse is offered for the remission to him of penalties to the amount of 
£70. Another person, convicted in 1861, “ as a precedent,” is again convicted four times 
in 1863, and the £40 penalty is again remitted. In all we find that a decision on this 
alleged' difficult point of law has been obtained at Petty Sessions at a cost of T'420 to the 
Board.

Elsewhere we have found the public fund and the powers of the Board made use of in 
such a manner as to enforce private claims as against public rights; we have seen con
servators personally breaking the law ; authorizing by resolutions practices prohibited by 
law, and diminishing in their own favour the amount of licence duty fixed by Act of 
Parliament. Thus at Kenmare we heard of prosecutions by the Board of the common ante 
fishermen for fishing within the prohibited limits fixed by our definition of the mouths of page 12. 
rivers, whilst members of that Board worked their nets unchecked within the same limits, 
under the claim that they are entitled to a several fishery in a part of the tideway that had 
been fished without hindrance by the public up to the time when the definitions we have 
mentioned were issued. When we were at Bantry a conservator of the district preferred 
a complaint against the lessee of a small fresh-water river, for killing salmon and trout 
with a net having an illegal mesh. We recommended the conservator to perform his duty 
and prosecute the offender; this person appeared immediately afterwards and accused the 
conservator of fixing a draught net across the tidal mouth of the river, not without 
foundation, for we found the net fixed as described. In the same district the conser
vators resolved that only one-half of the licence duty in force should be levied on the rods 
and nets used in the fresh waters, and they returned half the duty imposed by the late Act 
on bag-nets to the proprietor of a bag-net for whom the Chairman of the Board acts as 
agent.

We have given so many instance of the abuse of their powers by the Boards, by their 
members, or servants, that we need scarcely dwell on such minor evils as their want 
of energy and neglect; and yet it should be remembered that the fund intrusted to 
them is a public one, raised by a tax on all fishermen, and an ad valorem rate on 
fishery property, and that the public who pay that tax have a right to demand, and 
have the strongest interest in requiring its proper application. When we consider 
for a moment the state of the fisheries, it seems wonderful that neglect should anywhere 
be shown in their management. Persistent care brings such an enormous return. 
Everywhere the increase is so commensurate with the expenditure of money and 
trouble, that the strongest possible stimulus to exertion is on all sides held out. The 
Waterford district, for example, comprises three rivers of almost equal extent and equal 
merit, and there was a time before any care was taken of the fisheries, when the three 
were almost equally valueless. Since then the Suir has been protected, the Nore and 
Barrow neglected. From the Suir we hear that notwithstanding the drought of last 
summer so many fish had not been seen in it for years, whilst their absence from the
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5 A' 6 Viet., 
cap. I 06, 
see. 63.

other two rivers has for long been a source of general complaint.* The largely increased 
value of the Moy and of the Galway rivers, since their proprietors exercised a wise liberality 
in their cultivation, are matters of notoriety. From Waterville we are glad to be able to 
report a similar success as attending similar measures. The proprietor of the stone weir 
on it, although only fishing four days a week, has never had a better season ; and this 
gentleman assigns as the cause for the improvement in a year of general scarcity, that 
he employed a number of bailiffs in the winter to protect the breeding fish. And yet 
in the face of such examples and of numbers of others that we have not space to quote we 
find a district like Cork, possessed of such a river as the Lee, yielding less and less fish 
because the most evident and necessary precautions for their production are neo-lected’ 
Three years ago the Corporation ’ of Cork erected, under the powers conferred on them 
by Acts of Parliament, works for the supply of the city with water from the Lee. For 
an average of eight months in the year these works consume the whole volume of the 
river. It is scarcely necessary to say that every fish that enters the Lee durino- that time 
must be killed, and that no river can stand such a drain on its resources- But it is our 
duty to add that ordinary care on the part of the conservators or their officers would 
have prevented the serious loss already experienced, and nearly the whole of the outlay 
now become indispensable. *

lhe Act of 1842 requires that in all dams subsequently constructed, passaoes should be 
kept open for the free ascent and descent of the fish. If the attention of the5 Corporation 
had been called to this provision at the proper time, we have no doubt that thev would 
have constructed an effective pass when the weir was repaired ; indeed, under the terms 
of the Act, they would probably have been required to do so. We have now represented 
the urgent necessity for such a pass to the conservators and the Corporation we have 
prepared the necessary plans, and trust that no delay may be permitted in their execu
tion. If they are carried out we have no doubt of the result; if they are not the lee 
fisheries will be shortly extinct. In the same district a weir was rebuilt some few years since 
on the Carrigaline, a good breeding river, and was raised so much in height as almost com
pletely to bar the ascent of the fish. The then Commissioners called on the miller to provide 
a passage, and sent, as the Act requires, a plan of the pass to be constructed. A pass was 
built at variance with the plan, and it is entirely useless. The miller has been convicted 
at Petty Sessions and on appeal, of noncompliance with the Act. The same miller has 
refused to erect the gratings required by the late Act to be placed before turbines 
We have again and again been applied to by the Clerk for advice on these cases ami 
as often we have strongly urged that the Board should enforce the law. Counsel’s 
opinion, taken as to the pass, recommends the same course, and shows how easily 
it can be followed ; but the pass remains unaltered up to the present time, and' the 
gratings have never yet been erected. We have even small hope that thus calling public 
attention to the Board will wake its members into life : for although they have recognise d 
the declining state of the fisheries of their district, and by repeated resolutions shown that 
they justly attribute that decline to the impassable barriers on their rivers, they have limited 
their exertions to incessant appeals for assistance, and have done absolutely nothing to helo 
themselves. Scarce a week passes without our receiving applications for Byedaws • 
copies of resolutions calling on us “to exert ourselves to procure changes in the law-” 
but existing provisions of the Acts of vital importance remain a dead letter. c ’

This Board, however, is not singular in its neglect of the interests confided to it 
found, at Toome, this year, on the Bann, several eel-weirs close to the house of the Inspector 
of the district, which have no gap, as required by the Act, whatever. So, too, we have a 
complaint from the Ballyshannon District that the gap we prescribed in a fishing weir 
on the Bundrowes has never been made, and that the conservators do not interfere.^ The 
complainant, himself a fishery proprietor, a conservator, and thoroughly acquainted with 
the working of the Fishery Acts, states that the Boards are too often interested in the 
maintenance of the abuses which it is their duty to reform, and that the law can never 
be" enforced unless they are subject to control. In the present case, he adds, that he 
cannot o’et even a bailiff of the district to examine the weir or to interfere ; that the 
run of the fish is almost completely stopped, and that a draft net is used at the mouth of 
the river immediately below, although, as we are given to understand, there is not even 
a prima facie case to support the claim to a several fishery, necessary to sanction such a 
mode of fishing- ,

Even where no improper motive has existed, erroneous notions of the object with 
which the funds have been raised have led to a most unwise distribution of them. Thus 
at Waterford, a district remarkable for the excellence of its .management, we found that the 
°reat proportion of its funds had been hitherto expended in the lower waters in the beli >f 
apparently that each subdivision had the first right to the expenditure within it of the am0U111

* We have just beard, however, from the Barrow, on which a Protection Society was formed in the autu 
1863, that the spawning beds were this winter “alive with fish.” So speedily do the results of protection appear 
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contributed by it to the general fund, and that its interests would be best secured by such a 
system of allocation. It should be needless to point out that the lower waters are 
indebted to the upper rivers for their supply of fish, and that the better the management 
the greater is the comparative amount expended on the protection of the breeding beds. 
It may be necessary to incur at times an unusual expenditure in putting a stop to notorious 
poaching in the lower waters, such as we have described as existing in the Shannon, but 
such an allotment of the fundsofa district as was here made in 1863, apportioning £476 
to the lower, and £280 to the upper waters, offends against the first principles of salmon 
preservation. We pointed this out to the Board, and are glad to add that the mistake 
has been already corrected, and that the admirable example of energy and good manage
ment long shown on the Suir by individual Conservators, who, with others having an 
interest in the river, have formed a Preservation Society, seems about to be followed on 
the Barrow.

It is necessary to refer to one other subject of great importance to, and closely connected 
with the the good management of the fisheries. We allude to the class of water bailiffs 
generally appointed by the Boards. The work intrusted to these men is hard, and it 
exposes them to much temptation. They must be out in all weathers, and at all hours ; 
they must have the tact to detect and the courage to seize the poachers, the honesty to 
refuse money, and the power to resist whisky. Strength then, both moral and physical, 
courage, acuteness, and honesty are needed; but as the price offered for these 
qualities is of the most miserable description, it is not surprising that the bailiffs— 
although, no doubt, some good men are employed—are seldom remarkable for their 
merits. Some of the Boards, the Wexford, Limerick, and Waterford for example, have 
raised their wages, and give as much as a shilling per diem, and in some instances even 
more; but in Connemara the payment made is 50s. or £3 per annum ; in Skibbereen it is Vide App. 
2-s. 6<7. per week ; in Letterkenny two of the bailiffs receive £2, and one 10s. a-year, and ^°-B*? PP- 
in the Bann we met a bailiff who had received wages for seventeen years, at the rate of £5 4~“4°- 
per annum. The bailiffs, unable to live on such a pittance, are compelled to have recourse 
to some other means of subsistence ; and it follows that as the wages are scarcely worth 
the keeping, very little effort is made to keep them. We have had complaints from 
the Bush and the Bann that the bailiffs act as servants to the rod fishermen, and thus 
assist rather than restrain them from committing offences. On one occasion we found 
a bailiff acting as a scout, and he ran before us to warn a person of our approach, who 
was snatching salmon under a fall we had gone to visit. At times, too, the men are 
appointed as bailiffs on a portion of the river where they fish themselves. Thus in the 
fresh water above the junction of the tide on the Shannon, one of the only two bailiffs 
appointed to stop the illegal fishing at night shared with the persons committing the 
offence the profits arising from it.

It is not often that so gross a case as this occurs, but that it is possible, and is defended, 
shows the necessity of some power of compelling the Board to regard and their servants to 
respect the interests intrusted to their charge.

In this case great complaints were made to us, and through us to the Board, for two 
seasons, of the open and notorious illegal fishing that was carried on night after night. 
The circumstances of the case are fully set forth in our report on the state of the Limerick Vide post 
District. The part of it material to our present subject is, that the guardianship of the PaSe 50- 
portion of the river in which this poaching was alleged to be carried on, was intrusted to 
two men only. Of one we have little knowledge, as, though summoned, he did not 
appear. The other had a share in the fish caught in the place in question. In con
sequence of the numerous complaints made, he resigned his appointment as water- 
bailiff, and has since been twice convicted of offences committed within the part of the 
river included in his beat. As stated elsewhere, thirteen convictions have been obtained 
by the Shannon Preservation Society, a body acting independently of the Board, for 
illegal fishimi of the description complained of, but not one by the Board. The appoint
ment of this man to act as bailiff in the place in question was justified at a public 
meeting we held, by the Clerk, on the ground, that some three years ago his appointment 
as a bailiff was recommended by a then member of the Board, who is now a member of 
the Preservation Society.

There may be instances where notorious poachers have made excellent bailiffs; and it 
may be often expedient to appoint men who fish habitually in one part of a river to protect 
the fisheries in another; but it showsan excessive amount of confidence in human nature, 
and is perhaps, an unwise expenditure of money to pay a man to look after himself.

The Boards would, we believe, find but little difficulty in effecting a reform in this 
respect. Wages are only too low in Ireland, especially in winter, when the bailiffs are 
most required ; and a very small addition to the weekly sum given to a labourer would 
enable the Board to command the services of the most honest, sober, and active men in 



18 REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS

Vide ante 
page 13.

Vide ante 
page 13, and 
•App. p. 51.

the neighbourhood- One good bailiff is worth several inefficient, half-starved, half-clothed, 
half-paid men, careless of an office not worth retaining, whose sympathy lies with the 
poachers, ready to go up the river, or down, or away from it altogether, as the one road 
or the other offers the best chance of a few pence or of a glass of whisky. Let the bailiffs 
be fairly paid in proportion to the work expected of them ; let the permanent bailiffs 
be chosen from amongst those who have done the best service during the winter, and not 
only might men for the office be picked from the class from whence they are chosen, but 
each man would be anxious to retain a post which gave him fair pay and offered a 
prospect of constant employment, and he would perform his duty, because it was his 
interest to do so.

Recommendations for Amendment Bill.

The description we have given of the working of the present system of Boards of 
Conservators, and the instances we have referred to of abuse and neglect, will have 
sufficiently shown the necessity for a change in the law. As already stated, we are in 
favour of local as opposed to central management. But experience would seem to prove 
that the funds of the districts can neither be fairly nor effectively administered by local 
Boards formed on the present scheme. The members of those Boards are almost 
invariably too little or too much interested in the fisheries under their charge. Examples 
of that vice of the day which so often prompts men to accept an office without making 
any effort to fulfil its duties, are commonly found on Fishery Local Boards. The 
management thus too often falls exclusively into the hands of the persons who commit 
offences against the Acts, and are interested in the maintenance of abuses. The expense, 
too, of the present system is large. For instance, the salary of the clerk, travelling, 
and issue of licence expenses in the Limerick district alone, amount to £252, or about 
20 per cent, on the gross receipts ; and we have little doubt that Local Inspectors 
appointed and controlled by Government, paid partly or entirely by the district, would 
administer the public funds raised by the licence duties and valuation rate with far greater 
economy and efficiency than is now obtained.

If Ireland was divided into a few districts in the place of the twenty-one now existing, 
and a Local Inspector was appointed for each, the sum now distributed in small salaries 
among a number of clerks, much of whose time is given up to other business, would be 
sufficient to obtain the exclusive services of able men. The per-centage on the licences 
issued now allowed to the Distributors, with the salaries paid to the Clerks, irrespective 
of travelling expenses, amounts to upwards of £1,300, and would amply defray the cost 
of such a scheme. If these appointments were made by Government, the persons holding 
them would be beyond the reach of the local influence and control which now so con
stantly steps between them and their duty. We have already referred to the opinion 
expressed by Conservators and the clerks of different Boards on this subject, and will only 
add that we feel with them that it is absolutely necessary to render the persons whose 
duty it is to enforce the law independent of those against whom the law should be enforced.

Whether this object should be attained by such a radical change as wo have suggested, 
or by amendments applied to the existing system, we leave for the consideration of your 
Excellency and of Parliament. We fulfil our duty by pointing out the evils we find 
existing, and indicating such remedies as appear to us to be applicable to the case. If a 
thorough reform in the management of the fisheries be thought desirable, we are satisfied 
that it can be effected without difficulty and with immense advantage; and we shall be 
ready to give any information required of us. If the present Boards of Conservators are 
retained, we beg to recommend that the following amendments should be made in the 
existing law. . . .

1. It is absolutely necessary that the practice carried to such an extent in the Limerick 
District of polling in one electoral division, the votes derived from engines fished in 
another, should be prohibited. By an unscrupulous recourse to it the legitimate voters of 
any particular division may be and have been entirely unrepresented, and the unfairness 
of the practice and the injury arising from it is confessed by the persons who have the most 
facilitated its adoption. For this purpose the votes allotted to each engine by the Act, 
should be valid only in the division in which the engine is used.

2. No licence should confer a vote unless taken out at least two months previous to the 
day of the election.

In the absence of this restriction a large number of licences have been taken out on 
the day of an election, in order to secure the return of some particular person as a 
Conservator.

3-. No licence should be sold by any persons other than those authorized by the existing 
Acts.
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4. No servant of the Board or any one deriving any emolument under it, should be 
allowed to interfere directly or indirectly with the elections.

5. In the event of a complaint as to the validity of any election, or of an improper 
return, or of the acceptance of invalid votes, there should be added to the power of inquiry 
now vested in our Commission, that of directing a new election to be held, of amending 
the return, or of deciding any other point in dispute, respecting an election. At the present 
moment the abuse may be proved ; but there is no remedy. We have power to make 
regulations for the conduct ofclections, but none to enforce them when made.

Secondly, as regards the Boards when formed :
6. The Boards as now, should appoint their own officers, under, if thought fit, similar 

provisions to those relating to the appointment of Poor Law officials; but disregard of the 
Acts of Parliament, embezzlement of the public funds, insufficient accounts, or gross neglect 
of duty, should subject them to dismissal, and such dismissal should disqualify any officer 
for re-appointment by the same Board. The Acts require that the Clerks of the respective 
Boards shall furnish to the Commissioners annually, or as often as they require, accounts 
of all moneys received and disbursed within the district. But t his provision is not practically 
observed in any case, such accounts as are rendered being of the most general character. 
From Dublin, indeed, no account of the disbursements has been furnished for years ; and 
when complaints from Limerick and Letterkenny gave us occasion to ask for the accounts 
of those districts they could not be supplied.

7. The conviction under the Fishery Acts of any conservator, should render him liable 
to be disqualified. We would not recommend that a conviction should absolutely disqualify 
him, because the offence might be a very venial one, or it might even be committed by his 
servant, for the purpose of the disqualification that it would entail.

8. The power, after due inquiry, of cither dismissing such offending officer, or member 
of the Board, should be given to the Commissioners, subject to the approval of your 
Excellency.

9. The Commissioners should have power to direct prosecutions in certain cases, the 
expense to be borne by the funds of the Board.

We will mention a case showing the necessity for this provision. At Dublin, in the 
earlv spring of last year, large quantities of unclean salmon were publicly sold. We 
requested the Conservators to prosecute the offenders, but they would not act. The 
reason probably was that the fish had not been taken in the Dublin district, and they would 
not expend the district funds in prosecuting an offence, the injury arising from which was 
felt only in another river. Such policy is most short-sighted, and in the present case it 
was unfair as well as unwise, for no small portion of the funds collected within the Dublin 
district is obtained from the sale of licences on rods used outside its limits.

It will be convenient that we should here enumerate such other amendments in the 
present law as appear to us to be absolutely required.

10. Rod licences should not be transferable. By the wording of the Act it has been 
held that the rod is licensed, not the person using it. Thus one licence is sometimes made 
use of by three or four persons.

11. A rod-licence taken out in a district where any amount less than the maximum is 
paid for it should not be valid in a district where a larger sum is exacted.

We explained last year that the amount levied on licences varies in different districts, 
and that as a rod-licence, wherever taken out, is valid all over Ireland, many persons 
living in a maximum or £1 district were so short-sighted as to deprive their own district 
of this small contribution to its funds, and sent for their licence to a 10s. district.

We have no power to alter the rate of the licence duty except on the application of the 
District Board. We have received such an application from very many of the Boards 
who have understood that an increase of their funds was absolutely indispensable 
to the increase of fish. We believe that we should have brought about a general increase, 
but for the opposition of the Dublin Board. This Board issues rod-licences for 10s. They 
advertise that such licences are valid on every river in Ireland, and by the help of these 
advertisements, local position, and a low charge, they most unfairly swell their own receipts 
at the expense of other districts. At one time they even established agencies for the sale of 
their licences in another district, allowing the Distributor 50 per cent, on the price charged. 
The Cork Board also sent for sale last year Cork rod licences fixed at 10s. into the Limerick 
district, where the price was £1. The terms of the Act, however, enabled us to check 
this abuse. But the Limerick Board were driven, in order to protect their revenue, to 
the expedient of selling their £1 licences for 10s., with a loss to their funds, as already 
shown, of £218 10s. The matter has excited much attention, and we have strongly 
recommended the proprietors of fisheries in the £1 districts, to be less liberal in the 
permission to fish, so generally and generously accorded to strangers in Ireland ; and 
we are glad to say that in very many rivers that permission is now accompanied by the
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very fair requirement, that the person to whom it is given should take out a licence in 

^ThiXtion on the part of the proprietors does not, however, meet the difficulty, and 
asl i a serious one, we, for the reasons stated in our last report, respectfully press for the 

in\e2P°Theonl o^Xg’that fish purporting to be killed by the rod after the season for 
netting is closed are so killed, shodd lie on the person in whose possession the hsh is 
found° and the sale of salmon in Ireland should be prohibited altogct ici iilien the

As an instance -
taken of the law as it stands, we may f^J'us that salmon taken by the net
ting close season of 1864 complaints "cy ’• jjilucrick. We called the attention 
men at Coonatrh were openly sold m large quantiticof the Clerk of the Conservators to the matter, and were told by him in icplj that the sale 

was perfectly legal. f rods> undel. the same
regulations that the Act directs us to observe in altering the close season xed foi the 
far more valuable nets. The necessity for this
pressed on us both in the last and present, year, and our reasons foi iccommendmg it 
are given at length in our last report, to which we beg to ic ci.

14. One-third of the penalty levied on any person convicted of a breach of the fishery
law should be paid to the person who is the means of bringing the offender to justice, and 
the other two-thirds to the Board. . . . . . , . .

The law on this point is in doubt, contrary decisions having been gi\ on jy Assistant-

15. Power should be given us to ascertain the validity of the clam^ to s<p-eral fisheries 
set up at the mouths of rivers and in the fresh water, with the effect of c efeating the 
provisions of the 13 and 14 Viet, s. 44, and 26 and 27 Viet., s. 24.

Our reasons for this recommendation are already given. .
16 It should be declared that water bailiffs, or other authorized persons, have power 

to search for illegal engines and to seize the same, under a Justices wail ant he are 
informed that already, in some districts, the increase of fish in the uppei watcis has led to 
a corresponding increase in poaching, most difficult to deal with, as there is no power to 
seize the nets made use of. , . ,By a provision in the English Act of 1861, similar to that which we now recommend, 
£700 worth of illegal nets and other instruments were seized under Justices warrants, 
by the County Constabulary, in Cumberland and Westmoreland.

17. Lastly, we beg to submit a very important subject for your Exco lency s considera
tion The ascent of rivers in Ireland is in many places stopped, m others impeded by 
dams or weirs. The only limit to the productive power of a salmon river is the quantity 
of spawning ground it possesses, and in almost all cases 
in the greatest quantity and of the best quality high up a iiyci, > »
By these weirs access to the spawning grounds is constantly denied the s ; e a held 
capable of vast production consequently lies fallow. If it were possible to give a correct 
estimate of the loss of food and employment thus occasioned to the countiy its amount 
would be most startling. Nor does the evil stop here ; each dam affords facilities for 
poaching, only too readily made use of. The fish, unable to surmount the obstruction, are 
collected beneath it at all times of the year, but especially as the breei mg season com
mences and in low water they are caught with the greatest ease, Iwo remedies are 
required. First, that proper and effective passes should be constructed in all dams, old 
and new ; 2ndly, that no fishing of any kind should be permitted within ty ee o a 
fish-pass, with the exception of the boxes in a fishing mill-dam.

Pish Passes.

As far as the power to construct passes is concerned, thanks to some prosecutions 
successfully undertaken a few years since by the Board of Works, the law on the subject, 

5 & 6 Vic though not clear, is generally sufficient. The constructors of all dams milt or raised in
<•. 106,s. 63. height since the Act of 1842 are obliged to build passes, the proprietors of dams then exist-

ino- to permit passes to be built. In cither case we are directed to approve o e p an or
the nass and in the latter case to contract for its erection if the cost of the . ucture is
placed in our hands. But herein lies the difficulty, The funds of the loca >oai< s are in 
no case sufficient for the payment of bailiffs; and permanent improvemen >, such as fish
passes, are beyond their reach. The dislike of millowners to anything which may, however 
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remotely, affect their water-power is well known, and the proprietors of private fisheries 
seldom care to expend money on improvements from which the public in the tidal-waters 
must obtain by far the larger benefit. We are pressed strongly from many quarters 
to ask for a sum of money for the execution of these works. Public money has, it is 
urged, been spent in the construction of piers and small harbours for fishing-boats that 
never could produce so good a return as the erection of fish-passes would yield. The 
amount required would be small—the value of the fisheries consequent on such expendi
ture would be certain and great ; and the public, both in food and in employment, 
would reap much advantage "from it. We believe this work to be very necessary. We 
see no means of obtaining the necessary funds; and therefore, as in duty bound, we submit 
the matter to your Excellency’s consideration.

We should, perhaps, add, as showing both the necessity of these works and the small 
prospect of their execution, that we have at the request of different persons prepared 
thirty-three plans of passes. The plans have been approved by the applicants, but only 
eight passes have been erected, three of which were constructed from plans previously 
drawn. No funds have been forthcoming in the remaining cases.

As instances of passes that have been successfully constructed since our last report, we 
may mention the pass at Ferrnoy, and that at Skibbereen. The first was attached to 
a new weir on the Blackwater- The last has been placed at Lurrega milldam, on the Hen. 
A pass was attached to this weir some years ago of the square chamber form now so 
well known in exhibitions, but faults in its construction rendered it perfectly useless. 
Doubting the universal applicability of the square chamber pass, we suggested the erection 
of one of less regular form, of a ruder character, and cheaper construction, and we are 
informed that it is a perfect success.

Whilst on this subject we must refer to the passes on the Shannon- As we stated last 
year, two passes have been constructed by the Board of Works—the one at Athlone, the 
other at Tarmonbarry—on plans designed by that Board, and approved by us. Many 
complaints have reached us that both passes are failures. Mre have endeavoured to 
ascertain whether the complaints were well founded, and have reason to believe 
them. Visiting the passes, we found that they were not constructed in all respects in 
accordance with the plans we had approved; but subsequent examination has shown that 
though they do differ from the plans, the Athlone pass at all events does so in no material 
degree. The main reason of their failure is, that their gradient is too steep, having 
regard to the form of which they are constructed. We objected at the time to the gra
dient proposed. The Athlone weir did not permit of an easier incline, without in the 
opinion of the Board very considerable expense, and, perhaps, risk to the weir itself. 
The Tarmonbarry pass was changed to meet our views, and has a gradient of 1 in 5 as 
far as it extends, but its total length inside is 21 feet 6, and the fall at the weir is 7 feet, 
less 6 inches of depression in the weir at the upper end of the pass. The Board are willing, 
we believe we may say anxious, to improve these passes in any way, and we hope that they 
may be made efficient. Passes will be attached this next summer to the remaining navi
gation weirs on the Shannon. That they have not already been constructed has been owing 
to an unwillingness on our part to sanction plans drawn on the Athlone model, but we hope 
to agree with the Board of Works on a form of pass that can not only be built without dif
ficulty, but which will be useful when made. We must add on this subject that these cases 
and the examination of other passes during the past year has confirmed us in our opinion, 
that a square chamber pass with a steep gradient is a perfectly useless structure. The 
nearer a fish pass approaches in design to a natural rapid or fall, the easier will be its 
ascent; but if such an imitation is impossible, and recourse must be had to the pass 
with chambers, the gradient must be easy to insure success. If the incline be easy, and 
the chamber of fair size, as in the first erected of this form at Deanston, in Perthshire, 
the pass invariably answers. If the incline be less than 1 in 5, and the chamber less than 
5 feet square, the pass, unless under peculiar circumstances, such as a very short ascent, 
will as invariably fail.

M hen, however, the most efficient pass has been constructed, it is necessary that the 
fish should be protected in their approach to it- At the present moment fishing with a 
rod and line is permitted up to the very entrance. Men whose object it too often is to 
hinder the ascent of the fish, abuse this licence in such away as to render the pass useless. 
Complaints have constantly reached us that the fish collected under weirs have been 
“snatched by poachers pretending to fish with rod and line ; and we have felt constrained to 
pass several by-laws this year, in order to check the practice. We have even heard that 
a pass on the Spiddal has been filled with stones, in order to facilitate this kind of 
poaching, and we think that the evil would be more properly met by a general provision 
declaring all fishing illegal within say 50 feet of a fish pass.

Vide post 
page *23 i By- 
Laws).
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Pollution.
As, shown in our report of last year, the only material cause of pollution in Ii eland is 

the discharge into the rivers of the water in which flax is steeped. lino 0
add on this subject to our last year’s remarks, and we only now recui to 1 01 10 PU1 Pose 
of again pointing out that injury to the fisheries is in this case e octet a inoie inn 
ordinary cost to the offender. Magistrates, in adjudicating on t ie cases o poisoning 
rivers by flax-water, seem at times to be influenced by the very mistaken belief that the 
interests of the flax growers and the fishery proprietors are antagonistic, an la } c ea ino 
leniently with the farmers they will encourage the growth of flax but m truth the 
provisions of the law passed for the protection of the fisheries aic to ie u as necessaiy 
to the welldoing of the land. ' Flax, if the crop be cut and came aw a}, ias a inos 
exhausting effect; but if the vegetable matter separated froui tae Jie in ic piocess 
of steeping and that of bleaching be returned to the field wheie ie C1OP 1S 
another may be sown without injury in the ordinary course o ms anciy, ant we 
observe, probably owing to the neglect of this necessary rule, that oui icpoi s .. iov . la 
less flax was grown in 1865 in the districts from whence the greater number o complaints 
against the flax growers for poisoning the rivers proceeded m 1864. In the Appendix we 
insert a circular we have published on this subject, explaining more fully the points we 
have now touched upon.

Eels.

In another instance the leniency exhibited by magistrates to a certain class of offenders 
has been the subject of much complaint, and as the non-enforcement of the law in the 
cases referred to entails a great loss of food and acts most unjustly upon those interested 
in the fisheries in question, we think that it is our duty to notice it. Eels descend to 
the sea to breed in autumn, and their fry ascend the rivers in spring, their habits beiim 
exactly contrary to those of salmon.

The eel fisheries of the Shannon and some other rivers are very valuable. They are 
the subject of various provisions of the Acts of Parliament. For instance, the protection 
of a close season is extended to them, and a penalty is imposed of not more than £1Q on 
any person taking eel fry. The engines also used in their capture are subject to a licence 
duty, and the licence paid on them in the Shannon in 1865 was £180; but the Acts are 
not enforced, and proprietors of eel fisheries get no protection for their money. la 
spring the fry may be seen for weeks making their way up the Shannon in a thin but 
continuous black line, close to the edge of the bank. At Limerick they are taken in 
enormous quantities. The police constantly prosecute, and the Board docs so frequently; 
but the magistrates impose penalties of Is. or Id.

By-Laws.

Vide post 
page 40. 
Close 
Season.
Vide App. 4, 
page 36.

Sec. 91 of 5 & 6 Vic. c. 106, empowers us to make by-laws for the management 
protection, and improvement of the fisheries. We have been repeatedly requested to 
exercise these powers, and a list of the applications we have received is given in the 
Appendix.

Reference, it will be seen, is frequently made to the dates fixed for the commencement 
and termination of the close seasons. The knowledge we have acquired of the state of 
the Irish fisheries induces us to think that this question requires a very full investigation. 
There is at present a great variation in the netting seasons fixed for the different rivers. 
Whilst considering how closely the season in force in one district affects the management 
of others, it is evidently expedient that the difference in the close seasons fixed, not only 
for Ireland, but for the rivers of the United Kingdom should be brought within the 
narrowest possible limits. The Severn fisheries, for example, have been much affected by 
the extended fishing season in Ireland. The intimate relation, therefore, between the 
different districts of Ireland has rendered us unwilling to disturb the existing seasons at 
all, until we had time to enter thoroughly into the question, and we purpose to do so 
during the present year. At the same time the subject can scarcely be satisfactorily dealt 
with in the present state of the law. Rod fishing is permitted from February 1 to 
November 1; and although such a season is in Ireland unpopular and excessive, in the 
opinion of the great majority of rod fishermen, we have not the power to alter it. The 
provision was taken from the English Act of 1861 ; but in England the sale of fish, 
taken by the rod after the net season has closed is forbidden ; in Ireland it is permitted. 
The market is thus kept open from February 1 to November 1, and at any time between 
those dates the poacher can readily dispose of his illegally netted salmon.

Vide ante
page 19.

5 & 6 Vic. c. 
106, ss. 31, 
37, 40, 73, 
77, 79.
7&8Vic. c. 
108, ss. 2,
3, 4.
11 & 12 Vic. 
c. 92, ss. 8, 
10, 13, 21, 
22.

Vide Report 
for 1864, 
page 17.

Vide post 
page 56.
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The other applications refer to a number of different subjects. Feeling that the powers 
conferred on us by the section we have quoted are of a very arbitrary nature, we have 
exercised them only in cases where the necessity for a remedy was absolute, and where a 
great concurrence of opinion was expressed by the persons whose property would be 
affected. Several local by-laws have been thus passed, with the view of checking the 
very objectionable practice of snatching salmon. Great numbers of fish are now killed Snatching, 
under weirs, or in such a shallow channel as leads the fish from the tideway through 
Galway to Lough Corrib, by persons pretending to fish with a bait or a fly. The hook 
on a leaded line, covered perhaps with a prawn, locally termed a shrimp, is thrown across 
the stream, and by a snatch is driven into the side or such other part of the fish as it 
happens to strike.

At Galway the water is extremely clear, and the salmon maybe seen in rows covering 
the bottom from side to side of the narrow channel we have described. Snatching there 
is a common practice; and injurious, illegal, and unsportsmanlike as it is, we regret 
to say that it is carried on in the most open and unblushing manner. We have passed 
a by-law to prevent it, and it is to be hoped that the bailiffs will receive stringent orders 
to prosecute every offender. Great privileges have been given by the late Act to the 
rod fishermen, and if such an abuse as this is continued, it will be necessary for us to 
have further recourse to the powers we are intrusted with, and, possibly, to pass a by
law7 at Galway similar to those we have issued for the Shannon, by wdiich all fishing is 
prohibited within the space under the weirs of Athlone and Tarmonbarry, where 
snatching was carried on.

Another by-law7 has been issued to prohibit a practice of a most destructive character. Removal of 
In the Bangor district it had become the habit to mend the roads with the gravel forming Spawning 
the spawning beds of the rivers. The injury thus occasioned w7as so great, that the Beds- 
Grand Jury of the county, in w7hom is placed the guardianship of the roads, addressed a 
memorial to us, asking for a by-law’ to prohibit the practice. Other similar applications 
have been made, one of wdiich, in the case of the Liffey, we refused to act upon, as it was 
not proved that any serious injury had resulted from the removal of the gravel from the 
particular place in question. But we passed a by-law7 for this river, which has been 
already attended with good results. The tidal fisheries are w’orked by draft nets ; they 
were of the immense length of GOO and 700 yards. The. space suited for their use is very 
limited, the men interfered with each other, and were also enabled from the peculiar 
formation of the river bed, to take at certain tides almost every fish. We restricted the 
length of the net to 350 yards. The by-law came into operation at the commencement 
of the past fishing season. Seven nets only had been used in 1864, twelve w7ere used in 
1865; and so good was the season, that w7e have been already asked by one of the 
principal fishermen, who appeared in opposition to the application, to impose further 
restrictions on the fishing now permitted.

In the Appendix will be found detailed information on the following subjects :—

1. Result of inquiries held into the legality or illegality of Fixed Nets.
2. Result of inquiries held into Fishing Weirs.
3. List of rivers, the mouths of wdiich have been defined.
4. Table showing the close seasons for salmon and trout in the different districts in

Ireland, as fixed by Statute Law, or the order of the Commissioners.
5. Amount of licence duty received in each district, for the different fishing engines, 

for the year 1865.
6. Schedule of licence duties payable in each district on engines used for fishing for 

salmon.
7. Schedule of licence duties received by the Boards of Conservators for the years 

1864 and 1865.
8. Applications for by-laws, rules, &c., received.
9. List of fishing weirs and fishing mill dams surveyed.
10. List of fish passes built, and of mill weirs, obstructions, &c., surveyed for fish 

passes.
11. By-law'S, orders, &c., made.
12. Abstract of statements from Clerks of Boards of Conservators as to the state of the

Salmon and Inland Fisheries.
13. Certificates granted for Fixed Nets.
14. Regulations for the elections of Conservators of Fisheries.
15. Quantity of salmon conveyed by the different railways for the year ending 31st

December, 1865, and rates of carriage of salmon.
16. Abstract of by-laws, orders, &c., in force, relating to the Salmon Fisheries.
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17. List of stone weirs used for salmon fishing, with their breadth, and the size of the 
Queen’s gap or share maintained therein respectively.

18. List of Rivers—the tidal and fresh water boundaries of which have been defined.
19. Copy of report to Chief Secretary for Ireland on state of Limerick Fisheries, dated 

7th September, 1865.
20. Circular issued calling attention to the injury caused by, and illegality of, flax 

steeping.

In conclusion we have to express our best thanks to the officers and men of the Coast
guard and Police, from whom the fishery interest have received much assistance of a 
most valuable character; and we cannot refrain from adding our personal acknowledg
ment for the information we have obtained, and the services that have been rendered us, 
by the Coast-guards on the Shannon, Blackwater, and at Waterford Harbour.

We have the honour to be,

Your Excellency’s obedient Servants,

FRED. EDEN.

WALLACE HOUSTOUN.
R. J. LANE.

Dated at the Office of the
Special Commissioners for Irish Fisheries, 

Dublin, 3rd February, 1866.

As I was not Commissioner when the trials of Fixed Engines, referred to in Division 2, 
took place, my signature does not apply to that division.

R. J. LANE.
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1. —Result of Inquiries held by the Special Commissioners for Irish Fisheries up to the 1st day of JanuarvI860, into the Legality or Illegality of Fixed Nets, ?

2. —Result of Inquiries hold by the Special Commissioners for Irish Fisheries up to the 1st day of January
1866, into wishing Weirs, ....

3. —Mouths of Rivers defined by the Special Commissioners, January, 1866,
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6. —Schedule of Licence Duties payable in each District on Engines used for Fishing for Salmon, January
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S.—Applications for By-Laws, Rules, &c., received by Commissioners,

9.—List of Fishing Weirs and Fishing Mill Dams surveyed by directions of the Commissioners,

10. —List of Fish Passes built, and of Mill Weirs, Obstructions, &c., surveyed for Fish Passes, ,

11. —By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners,

12. —Abstract of Statements from Clerks of Boards of Conservators as to the State of the Salmon and Inland
Fisheries, . . . . .

13. —Certificates for Fixed Nets granted by the Commissioners,

14. —Regulations for the Elections of Conservators of Fisheries,

15. Quantity oi Salmon conveyed by the Different Railways for the year ending 31st December, 1865, and
Kates of Carriage of Salmon, .

16. —Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., in force relating to the Salmon Fisheries, .

17. —List of Stone Weirs used for Salmon Fishing, with their Breadth, and the size of the Queen’s Gap or
bhare maintained therein respectively, . . r

18. —Rivers—the Tidal and Fresh Water Boundaries of which have been defined, ....

19. —Copy of Report to Chief Secretary for Ireland on state of Limerick Fisheries, dated 7th September, 1865,

20. —Circular relative to Injury and Illegality of Flax Steeping,
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Appendix, 
No. 1.

Appendix,

Result of Inquiries held by the Special Commissioners for Irish Fisheries up to the 1st day of January,

No. Where Fixed Net situated.
Description 

of 
Fixed Net.

Name of Person 
maintaining and using 

Fixed Net.

Name of Owner 
of Fixed Net, 

or of Land to which 
Net attached.

Name of 
Townland to which 

Net attached.
Parish.

1 Barrow, otherwise Ross, other- Head Weir, . Thomas Murphy, John H. Glascott, Dunganstown, . Whitechurch, .
wise Nore and Barrow Rivers
conjoined.

2 Barrow River, , Ditto, . Arthur Kavanagh, Arthur Kavanagh, Drummin, St. Mullin’s, .

3 Barrow, otherwise Ross River, 
otherwise Nore and Barrow

Ditto, . Joseph Hunt, . W. M. Glascott, Mountanago, Whiteclrurcb,.

Rivers conjoined.
4 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Walter Sweetman, . Walter Sweetman, . Annaghs, . Shanbogli,
5 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Michael and D. Cody, — Carrickloney, . Kilmakevoge,
6 Ditto, .... Ditto, . James Doody, . —. Great Island, . Kilmokea,
7 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Samuel Bennett, — Ditto,

Shanbogli, Upper,
Ditto, .

8 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Richard Cashen, — Shanbcgh,
9 Ditto, .... Ditto, . John Sherlock,. — Great Island, . Kilmokea,

10 Ditto, .... Ditto, . P. Shanahan, . __ Ditto, Ditto, . .
11 Ditto, .... Ditto, . George Kent, . — Ditto, Ditto, . .

12 Suir, ..... Ditto, . John Lynch, N. Power, Faithlegg Faithlegg, .

13 Ditto, . Ditto, . Hugh Treacey, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .
14 Ditto, .... Ditto, . John Walsh, — Checkpoint, Ditto, .

15 Snir, Nore, and Barrow Rivers 
conjoined.

Ditto, . John Lynch, — Coolbunnia, Faithlegg,

16 Ditto, .... Stake Weir, . Michael Dobbyn, Marquess of Waterford, Crooke, . Crooke, .
17. Ditto, .... Ditto, . Eliza Coghlan, . J. J. D. Coghlan, Dromina, Ditto, . .

18 Nore, .' . . . Head Weir, . W. F. F. Tighe, . W. F. F. Tighe, . Innistioge, Innistioge,

19 Barrow, otherwise Ross River, Ditto, . Patrick Byrne, E. W. Nunn, . Camlip, . Old Ross,
otherwise Nore and Barrow
conjoined.

20 Barrow, .... Ditto, .
Ditto, •

W. F. F. Tighe, . W. F. F. Tighe, Kilconnelly, The Rower, .
21 Ditto, John Eligot, D. Burtchell, . Coolrainy, Ditto, .

22 Barrow, otherwise Ross River, Head Weir, . John Forrestal, — Carrickloney, . Kilmakevoge,
otherwise Nore and Barrow
conjoined.

John Hunt,23 Nore River, .... Ditto, . Mrs. and Miss Vicars, Brownsford, Dysertmoon, .
24 ’ Suir River, .... Ditto, . Paul Anderson, N. A. Power, . Gorte ens, Rathpatrick, .
25 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Cath. and P, Moroney, N. Power, Drumdowney, Upper, Ditto, .

26 Barrow, otherwise Ross River, Ditto, . Michael Irish, . Dr. J. Mackesy, Ballyvernecn, . Ballygurrim, .otherwise Nore and Barrow
conjoined.

Thomas Murphy, Col. Chas. Kearney,.27 Ditto, ... j Ditto, . Kearney’s Bay, Kilcolomb,
28 Dittb, .... Ditto, . Joseph Hunt, . Peter Strange, . Rochestown, Ditto, .
29 Ditto, .... Ditto, . P. Hannebury, Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto, .
30 Ditto, .... Dittp, . J. Doyle,

J. Bolger, .
J. Devereux, . Ringyille,

Ditto,
Ditto, .

31 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, .

32 Ditto, .... Ditto, .
Ditto, .

W. Walsh, 
J. Sullivan,

Mrs. Bolton, Drumdowney, Upper, Rathpatrick, J
33 Ditto, . . • ' . P. Hannebury,. Ballinlaw, Kilco’lumb, ' , 

Rathpatrick, .34 Ditto, .... Ditto, . John Brien, N. Power, Drumdowney, Upper,

35 Suir River, .... Ditto, . David'Bennett, Ditto, . Ditto, , Ditto, . j

36 Barrow, otherwise fRoss River, 
otherwise Nore and Barrow’

Ditto, . •James Butler, . Samuel King, Fisherstown, . Kilmokea, f

37
conjoined.

Ditto, .... Ditto, . Pierce Cox, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .
38 Ditto, . , . . Ditto, . James Kavanagh, — Ditto, Ditto, .

39 Suir, Nore, and Barrow con- .Scotch or Stake A. Ryan, or Hayes, . Lord Templemore, . Duncannon, St..James and
joined, otherwise Waterford W eir. Dunbrody.

40
Harbour.

Ditto, .... Ditto, . M. Doyle, Ditto, , Clonsharragh, . Ditto, . J
41 Ditto, .... Ditto, . A. Stephens, . Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .

42 Suir, ..... Head Weir, . N. A. Power, , N. A. Power, . Gorteens, . Rathpatrick, J

43 Shannon River, . . Fly-Net, Randle Borough, Randle Borough, Querrin, .
i

Moyarta,

Ditto, .
44 Ditto, .... Stake-Net, S. M'Auliffe, . Ditto, Shangannngh, .

45
46

Ditto, ....
Ditto, ....

Ditto, .
Ditto, ,

William Kennedy, .
D. M'Auliffe, .

John Cox,
Francis Keane,

Clarefield, .
Scattery Island,

Ditto,
Clarefield,
Carrowncalla S.,

Ditto, .
Kilrusb, 

Ditto
47
48
49

Ditto, ....
Ditto, ....
Ditto, ....

Fly-Net, 
Stake-Net, .

Ditto, .

Francis Connell,
S. M'Auliffe, .
J. Connell and D.

Ditto,
Benjamin Cox, 
Colonel Vandeleur, .

Moyarta, ,
Kilrush,

50 Ditto, .... Ditto, .
M'Auliffe,

Francis Connell, Francis Keane, Scattery Island, Ditto, .
Ditto, .
Ditto, .
Ditto, . .

51 Ditto, ....
Ditto, ....

Fly-Net, 
Ditto, .

Ditto,
John Commins,

Ditto,
Colonel Vandeleur, .

Ditto,
Inishbig or Ilog Island, 
Ballynote, West, 
Ballymacrinan, 
Lakyle, South,

Ditto, •Mount Shannon, West,

Ditto, .... Ditto, . James Connell, Ditto, Killimor,
54 Ditto, .... Ditto, . John Slattery, . Ditto, Kilofin,
55 Ditto, .... Ditto, . S. M'Auliffe, . Ditto, Ditto, ,
66
57

Ditto, ....
Ditto, ....

Ditto, .
Ditto. ,

Ditto,
S. M'Auliffe and T.

Ditto,
Ditto,

Ditto, ,

I 53 Ditto, , , • . Stake-Net, .
M'Namara.

Marcus She: hy, Ditto,
Mount Shannon Wood, Ditto, .
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No. 1.
ISGGj into the Legality or Illegality of Fixed Nets erected or used for catching Salmon in Ireland.

Appendix, 
No. I.

No. Barony. County. J udgment of Commissioners.
Date 
of 

Judgment.

Whether Judgment of 
Commissioners Appealed 

against.

Judgment of Court 
of 

Queen's Bench.

1 Shelburne, . Wexford, . To be abated, as being injurious to naviga
tion, and erected without the title required by 
the 5th and 6th Vic., c. 106.

17 Oct. 1863, Appeal, , , Appeal withdrawn.

2 St.Mullin's,!. Carlow, To be abated, not having been legally erected 
in 1862.

Ditto, No appeal. —

3 Shelburne, . Wexford, . To be abated, as being injurious to navigation, 
and erected without the title required by the 
5th and 6th Vic., c. 106.

Ditto, Appeal, . » Judgment affirmed.

4 Ida, . Kilkenny, . Ditto, ....... 19 Oct. 1863. Appeal, . , • . Ditto.
Ida,’ . Kilkenny, . Ditto,......................................................... Ditto,

Ditto,
No appeal. —

6 Shelburne, . Wexford, . Ditto, ~. ..... . Ditto. —
7 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto,................................................ Ditto, Ditto. —
8 Ida, . Kilkenny, . To be abated, not having been legally erected in 1SG2, Ditto, Ditto. —
9 Shelburne, . Wexford, . To be abated, as being injurious to navigation, 

and erected without the title required by the 
5th and 6th.Vic., c. 106.

Ditto, Ditto. —

10 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated, not having been legally erected in 1862, Ditto, Ditto. _
11 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated, as being injurious to navigation, 20 Oct. 1863, Appeal, . J udgment affirmed.

12 Gualtiere, . Waterford,. Ditto, and erected without the title required 
by the 5th and 6th Vic., c. 106.

21 Oct. 1863, No appeal. —

13 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto,
Ditto,

Ditto. —
14 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .......................................................... Ditto. —

15 Gualtiere, . Waterford,. Ditto, .»•«... Ditto, Ditto. —

16 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... 22 Oct. 1863, Appeal, , Judgment affirmed.
17 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ......................................................... 24 Oct. 1863, Ditto, o Ditto.

18 Gowran, Kilkenny, . To be abated„as injurious to navigation, 26 Oct. 1863, Ditto, Ditto.

19 Bantry, Wexford, . Ditto, and erected without the title required 
by the 5th aud 6th Vic., c. 106.

Ditto, Ditto, Ditto.

20 Ido, . Kilkenny,' . Ditto, a ..... . Ditto,
Ditto,

No appeal. >
21 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto. ’ —

22 Ida, . Kilkenny, . Ditto, ....... 26 Oct. 1863, Ditto. —

23 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... 27 Oct. 1863, Ditto. —

24 Ditto, Ditto,
Ditto,

Ditto, ....... 29 Oct. 1863, Ditto. _
25 Ditto, Ditto,......................................................... 10 Dec. 1863, Ditto. —

26 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, . • • . ... 10 Dec. 1863, Appeal, . , Appeal withdrawn.

27 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... 11 Dec. 1863, Ditto, Ditto.
28 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto, • , •, Ditto.
2!) Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, No appeal. —
30 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .......

Ditto,.........................................................
Ditto, Ditto. —

31 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Appeal, . . •* . Special case stated— 
not yet heard.

32 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto. No appeal.
33 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... 12 Dec. 1863, Ditto. —
34 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —

35 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —

36 Shelburne, . Wexford, . Ditto, ......................................................... Ditto, Appeal, . , Appeal withdrawn.

37 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, . ................................................ Ditto, No appeal. _
38 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —

39 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated, as being injurious to navigation, . 16 Dee. 1863, Appeal, . . Judgment affirmed.

40 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated, as being erected in narrow channel. 4 April, 1865,
23 Dec. 1863,

No appeal.
41 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated, as being injurious to navigation, 

and being illegally erected—extending beyond 
low-water mark.

Appeal, . , Judgment affirmed.

42 Ida, . Kilkenny, . To be abated, as injurious to navigation, and 
erected without the title required by the 5th 
and 6th Vie., c. 106.

Ditto, No appeal. —

43 Moyarta, Clare, To be abated.as erected without thetitle required 
by the 5th and 6th Vic., c. 106.

1 Jan.1864, Ditto. —
44 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated, as erected without the title required 

by the 5th and 6th Vic., cap. 106.
1 Jan. 1864, Ditto. —

45 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto,...............................................  . Ditto, Ditto. —
46 Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto.
47 Ditto, Ditto,

Ditto,
Ditto, Ditto, Ditto.

48 Ditto, Ditto, ....... 2 Jan. 1864. Ditto.
49 Ditto, • Ditto, Ditto,......................................................... Ditto, Appeal, . Judgment affirmed.

50 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ..... Ditto, No appeal.
51 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto. _
52 Ditto. Ditto, Ditto, .......

Ditto,
1 lit to, Ditto. _

53 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, App al, . Judgment affirmed.
54 C'landei?.iw, Ditt->, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto, Ditto.
55 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto,................................................ 1 Jan. 1814. No appeal. 

Ditto.56 Ditto. Ditto, 
Ditto.

Ditto,................................................ Ditto.
57 Ditto, Ditto,......................................................... Ditto, Ditto.

58 Ditto, Ditto. Ditto, ......................................................... Ditto, Appeal, . , Ju lament reversed.

D 2
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Result of Inquiries held by the Special Commissioners for Irish Fisheries up to the 1st day of January,

No. Where Fixed Net situated/
Description 

of 
Fixed Net.

Name of Person 
maintaining and using 

Fixed Not.

Name of Owner 
of Fixed Net, 

or of Land to which 
Net attached.

Name of 
Townland to which 

Not attached.
Parish.

59 Shannon River, • • Fly-Net, • Denis M'Auliffc, Colonel Vandeleur, Clookerry, West, Kilofin, .

60 Ditto, Stake-Net, S. M'Auliffe, . Lord Leconfield, Erribul, . Kilfidanc,
61 Ditto, Ditto, . S. Cunningham, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .
62 Ditto, Ditto, . James O'Neill, William Ashe, . Shannakeabeg, Ditto, .
63 Ditto, Ditto, . John Griffin, . James Kelly, Cahiracon, Kildysort,

64 Ditto (Clonderalaw Bay), Ditto, . Daniel Molony, Lord Annaly, . Kilkerrin, Kilofin,

65 Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .
66 Ditto, Ditto, . James Browne, Ditto, Lakyle, North, 

Ballina, .
Ditto, .

67 Ditto, Ditto, . D. Molony, Ditto, Ditto, .
68 Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Kilkerrin,

Ballyartney,
Ditto, .

69 Ditto, . Fly-Net, Thomas M'Mahou, . Richard Barclay, Ditto, .

70 River Barrow, otherwise Nore Head Weir, Richard Hewitson, . M. W. Knox, . Kilmannock, Kilmokea,
and Barrow conjoined.

71 River Suir, Ditto, . G. Giles, G. Giles, Kilmurry, Ratlipatrick, .
72 Rivers Suir, aS ore, and Barrow Stake Weir, Janies Ryan, Lord Elv, Duncannon, St. James and

conjoined, otherwise "Water
ford Harbour.

Dunbrody.
73 Slade Bay, Bag-Net, W. Breen, Ditto, Slade, Hook
74 Suir, Nore, and Barrow con- Head Weir, J. Hanlon and others, Lord Templemore, Nook, St. James and
75

joined.
Ditto, . Ditto, . Anthony Wallis, Ditto, Ballyhack,

Dunbrody.
Ditto, .

76 Ditto, . Stake-Net, Arthur N. O’Neill, . Lord Carew, Woodstown, Lower,. Crooke, .
77 Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto, . . Ditto, «. Knockaveelish, Killea, .
78 Suir, King’s Channel, z . Ditto, . Mary O’Neill, . Mary O’Neill, . Knockboy, , 

Ditto,79 Ditto, * Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .
80 Suir, Nore, and Barrow con- Head Weir, John Hanlon & others, Lord Templemore, Saltmills, St. Janies an J
81

joined.
Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Ballyhack,

Dunbrody.
Ditto, .82 Shannon, • Stake-Net, Stephen Cunningham, Bryan O’Loghlcn, Ailroebeg,

83 Ditto, Fly-Net, R. IV. C. Beeves, R. W. C. Reeves, Poulnadaree,84 Ditto, • Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Burrane, Lower, Ditto, .

85 Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .
Ditto, .86 Ditto, • Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Ditto,

87 Ditto, Stake-Net, Michael Colpoys, Colonel Hickman, Knock, Kilmurry,

88 Ditto, • Ditto, . S. M'Cauliffe & John 
Brooks.

Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto, .
89 Ditto, • Ditto, . Eliza Hodnett, Ditto, Kilmore, Ditto, .

90 Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .
91 Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto,. Ditto, Ditto, .

Ditto, .92 Ditto, - Ditto, . John Houlelian, Ditto, Carrowbane, . ’

93
94

Ditto,
Ditto,

• Ditto, .
Ditto, .
Ditto, .

S. Pegum,
Ditto, . .

Rev. T. Butter,
Ditto,

Poulnadaree, . 
Ditto, 

Portdrine,
Kiilimor,

Ditto, . 
Kiltintinan, .95 Ditto, Henry S. O’Brien, . Henry >S. O’Brien,

96 Ditto, Ditto, . S. M'Auliffe, . T. R. Henn, Slievedooley, Kilofin, .
97 Ditto, • Ditto, . T. Naughton A: others, E. T. Massey, . Ballycanauna, . Ballysteen, .
98 Ditto, Ditto, . M. Shaughnessy and 

others.
Lord Guillamore, Courtbrown, Askeaton,

99
100
101

Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,

Ditto, .
Ditto, .
Ditto, .

S. M'Cauliffe, .
J. Browne, 

Ditto,

Colonel Hickman,
Lord Monteagle,

Ditto,

Knock,
Leahys,
Durnish,

Kilmurry, 
Robertstown, . 
Shanagolden, .

102 Ditto, • Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, b oynes Island, Robertstown, .

103 Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .
104 Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Mount Trenchard, 

Ditto,
Loghill, 

Ditto, .
Robertstown, .

105 Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto,
106 Ditto, • Ditto, . P. Sheean, Lord Clare, Ballynash (Clare), .

107 Ditto, Ditto, . M. M'Namarra, R. Bateson, Loghill, . Loghill,
108 Ditto, Ditto, . John Griffin, . Thomas Royse. Carrowbanebeg, Ditto, .

109 Ditto, Ditto, . M. M'Namarra, Earl of Clare, . Ditto,
Kiliacolla,

Ditto, .
no Ditto, Ditto, . J. Browne, .C. Minchin, Kilfergi>s>
in Ditto, Ditto, . Margaret Putlandand .Knight of Glin, Caheragb, Ditto, .

others.
Glin Demesne,112 Ditto, Ditto, ’. Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .

113 Ditto, • Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, 1'arranmiller, . Ditto, .

J14 Ditto, Ditto, . J. Browne,
W. B. Barrington, .

Elizabeth Standish, Kiliacolla (Barker), . Ditto, •
115 Ditto, « Fly-. Net, \V . B. Barrington, Ballyhoolaban, . Logbill>

Kilfcrtf119’116 D.tto, • Ditto, . J. Browne, Rev. K. Fitzgerald, Ballydonohoe, ,

117 Ditto, • Stake-Net, P. J. Mayne, . P. J. Mayne, . East Astee, 4havailin,

118 Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, ^cst Astee, Ditto, .
Ditto, .119 Ditto, Ditto, . J. Pirn, . W. C. Hickey, ioonaman,
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I860, into the Legality or Illegality of Fixed Nets erected or used for catching Salmon in Ireland—continued.

No. Barony. County. Judgment of Commissioners.
Data 
of 

Judgment.

Whether Judgment of 
Commissioners Appealed 

against.

Judgment of Court 
of 

Queen’s Bench.

59 Clonderalaw, Clare, To be abated, as erected without the title re
quired by the 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106.

Ditto, .......

4 Jan. 1864, No appeal. * —

GO Ditto, Ditto, Ditto,
Ditto,

Ditto. —
61 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto. —
62 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —
63 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —

64 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... 7 Jan. 1864, Appeal. Special case stated—
not yet heard.

65 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. Ditto.
66 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. Ditto.
67 Ditto,

Ditto,
Ditto, Ditto, and not having been legally erected in 18G2, 5 Jan. 1864, No appeal. —

68 Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. ——

69 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... 7 Jau.1864, Ditto. —

70 Shelburne, . Wexford, . To be abated, as injurious to navigation, and as 10 Mar. 1864, Appeal, . . ■ . Special case stated—
erected without the title required by 5 & 6 
Vic., c. 106.

not yet heard.

71 Ida, . Kilkenny, . Ditto, .... 14 Mar. 1864, No appeal. __
72 Shelburne, . Wexford, . To be abated, as erected without the title re

quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106.
15 Mar. 1864, Appeal, . Withdrawn.

73 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, No appeal. _
74 Ditto, Ditto, Legally erected. ...... 16 Mar. 1864, — —

75 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated, as injurious to navigation, Ditto, Appeal, . ‘ . Withdrawn.

76 Gaultiere, . Waterford, . To be abated, as erected without tbe title re- 17 Mar. 1864, Ditto, . * . Sent hack for new
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106. e. • trial.

77 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto,...............................................  . Ditto, Ditto, • , Ditto.

78 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ..... 18 Mar. 1864. Ditto, - . ’ Ditto.
79 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto,......................................................... Ditto, Ditto, Ditto.

80 Shelburne, Wexford, . To be abated, Lord Templemore consenting, . Ditto, No appeal. —

81 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .......
Legally erected, .....

Ditto, Ditto. _
82 Clonderalaw, Clare, 26 Mar. 1864. _ < _
83 Ditto,

Ditto,
Ditto, Po be abated ; not erected in 1862, 28 Mar. 1864, No appeal. _

84 Ditto, I’o be abated, as erected without the title re- 29 Mar. 1864, Appeal. . Judgment reversed.
quired by 5 & 6 \ ic., c. 106 ; aud extending 
beyond lowAvater mark. * •

85 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto, Judgment affirmed.
86 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated, as erected without the title required bv Ditto, Ditto, Ditto.5 & G V ic.,o. 106, and as being injurious tonavigation,
87 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated ; not erected in 1862, 30 Mar. 1864, Ditto, Special case stated aud

Ditto, Ditto..............................................

* ’ -heard — Judgment 
not yet delivered.

83 Ditto, Ditto, No appeal. •*

89 Ditto, Ditto,

Ditto,

To be abated,as inj urious to navigation,and as erect
ed without the title required by 5 & 6Vic. c. 106.

To be abated,as erected without the title required

31 Mar. 1864, Appeal . Special case stated and 
heard — Judgment 
not yet delivered.

Ditto.
9 o

£0 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto,
bv 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106.

91 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated ; not erected in 1862, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto.
92 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated, as injurious to navigation, and as 

erected without the title required by 5&6 Vic.
Ditto, Ditto, Ditto.

Ditto,
c. 106.

93 Ditto, To be abated by consent of Mr. Butler, . 2 Apr. 1864, No appeal. —
94 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .......

To be abated, as being injurious to navigation,
Ditto, Ditto. ‘ —

95 Bunratty,! Ditto, 4 Apr. 1864, Appeal, . Conviction quashed on
and to the public right of fishing. form; new trial granted 

and held, vide No. 250.
96 Clonderaia Ditto, To be abated, as erected without the title re- Ditto, No appeal. _

Limerick,
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106.

97 Kenry, To be abated, as erected without the title re- Ditto, Ditto. _

Ditto,
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106.

98 Lower Co Ditto, Ditto, Ditto. _
nello.

99 Clonderaia Clare, Ditto, .... Ditto. Ditto.
100 Shanid, Limerick, To be abated, as injurious to navigation, 5 Apr. 1864, Ditto. _
101 Ditto, Ditto, f o be abated, as erected without the title required by 5 

& 6 Vie.,c. 10G, and injurious to public right oftishing.
6 Apr. 1864, Appeal, . Judgment reversed.

102 Ditto, Ditto, i’o be abated, as erected without the title re- Ditto, Ditto, Ditto.
Ditto,

quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106.
103 Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto.
104 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ..... Ditto, Ditto, Ditto.
105 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated by consent; not erected in 1862, Ditto, No appeal. _
106 Ditto, Ditto,

Ditto,
Po be abated, as erected without the title re

quired byo&G Vic., c. 106.
7 Apr. 1864, Ditto. —

107 Ditto, Ditto, . ................................................
To be abated, as erected without the title re

quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106.

Ditto, Ditto.
108 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Appeal, . Judgment reversed.

109 Ditto, Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,

I’o be abated, not having been erected iu 1862, Ditto, No appeal. _ -
110 Ditto, Legally erected, ..... Ditto, Appeal, . Judgment affirmed.
111 Ditto, To be abated, as erected without the title re- Ditto, Ditto, Sent back for new
112
113

Ditto,
Ditto,

Ditto,
Ditto,

quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106.
Po be abated ; injurious to navigation,
1° be abated, as erected without the title re-

Ditto,
Ditto,

No appeal. 
Ditto.

trial.

114 Ditto, Ditto, Timed by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106.
Ditto, . . . . 8 April. 1864 Appeal, . a 

No appeal.

[heard.
Case stated-nut yet

115 ] litto, Ditto, Legally erected,............................................... Ditto, _ _
116 Ditto, j Ditto, 1 o be abated, as erected without the title required Ditto, Ditto.

r Kerry,
by 5 iV 6 \ ic., c. 106, alu[ not erected iu 1862

117 Ir.ghticonno lo be abated; not legally erected in 186-’, aud 11 April, 186- : Appeal, . > Judgment affirmed.
( Ditto, injurious to the public right of fishiiur.

118 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto.
119 Ditto,

1

1 Ditto, Po be abated, as erected without the title rc- 
1 quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106.

Ditto, Ditto, Judgment reversed.
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No. Where Fixed Net situated.
Description 

of 
Fixed Net.

Name of Person 
maintaining and using 

Fixed Net.

Name of Owner 
of Fixed Net, 

or of Land to which 
Net attached.

Name of 
Townland to which 

Net attached.
Parish.

120 River Shannon, Stake-Net, C. Sandes, C. Sandes, Carrig Island, . Ahavallin,
Kilnaughten, .121 Ditto, .... Ditto, . J. Pim, . 

Alicia Wren, .
R. Leslie, KilcoTgan, Lower,

Coreas and Sand Hil122 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Lord Listowel, Kilconnelly, .

123 Ditto, .... Fly-Net, Ditto,
Ditto,

Ditto, Castlequarter, . Ditto, .
124 Ditto, .... Stake-Net, Leslie Wren, . Kylatallen, Ditto, .
125 Ditto, .... Ditto, . W. Sandes, T. Sandes, Carhoonakinueely,

Carrigane,
Kilnaughten, .

126 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Alicia Wren, . Leslie Wren, . Ahavallin,

127 Sea off Coast of County Cork, Bag-Net, C. Desmond, . Samuel Hodder, Ringabclla, Tracton,

128 Ditto, .... Fly-Net, W. Atkinson, . Lord Ponsonby, Redbarn, . Clonpriest,

129 Ditto, .... Ditto. . N. T. Foley, . Alurdock Green, Summerfield, . Youghal,
130 Ditto, .... Stake-Net, J. Ronavne, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .
131 Ditto, .... Fly-Net, N. T. Foley, . D. L. Lewis, . Claycastlo, Ditto, .
132 Ditto, .... Bag-Net, John Walsh, Roger Davis, . Knockadoon, , Ditto, .

133 Ditto, .... Ditto, . D. Sullivan, Al. Longficld, . Ballycotton, Kilmahon,
134 Ballycotton Bay, County Cork, Ditto, . J. Litton, J. Litton, Ditto, Ditto, .

135 River Blackwater, . Stake-Net, R. Power, Trustees of Airs. Os
borne.

Pillpark, . Clashmore,

136 Ditto, .... Ditto, . I'1. Kennedyand others
H. T. Dennehy,

Lord Stuart de Decies, Timknock, . Ditto, .
137 Ditto, ....

Ditto, ....
Ditto, . Ditto, Ardsallagh, . Ditto, .

138 Ditto, . J. Ronayne, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .
139 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto,

M. B. Ronayne,
Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto, .

140 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, .
141 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ct. Crotty, Ditto, Coolbagh, . Ditto, .142 Ditto, .... Head Weir, . G. Dalton, Ditto, Dromana, Affane, .
143 Ditto, .... Stake-Net, M. G. Adams, . Hon. C. W.AI. Smythe, Rincrew, . Tcmplemichael,
144 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Hon. C. W. AL Smythe 1 Ditto, . Ballynatray, Ditto, .145 Ditto, .... Ditto, . E. APSweeney,

S. Allen &N.T. Foley,
— TcmplemichaeL Ditto, .146 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Samuel Allen, . D’Loughtane, . Kinsalebeg,

147 Ditto, .... Ditto, . P. Sliney & J.Harley, — Newport, East, Tcmplemichael,
148 Ditto, .... Ditto, . P. Doolan, Lord Huntingdon, Ballynaclash, . Clashmore,
149 Ditto, .... Ditto, . M. Ronayne, . Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, .

Kilcockan,150 Ditto, .... Ditto, . P. Mansfield, . J. Kiely, . Newport, East,
151 Ditto, „ 0 , Ditto, . AI.White& W. Murphy, — Strancally, Ditto, .152 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Al. White,

E. Cotter,
— Carnglass, Di tto,153 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Lord Stuart de Decies, Tinnascart, Aglish, .

154 Ditto, .... Ditto, . E. M‘Sweeney, — Stael, , , Tcmplemichael,
155 Ditto, .... Ditto, . John Neil and W.

Hennessey.
Rev. G. Gumbleton, Scart, Kilcockan,

156 Ditto, .... Ditto, . R. Browne and Michl. 
ATCarthy.

C. Alusgrave, . Glenassy, or Clooneen, Aglish, .
157 Ditto, .... Ditto, . J. Fitzgerald, . U. O'Alahony, . Ballyphillip, East, . Kilcockan,
158 Ditto, .... Ditto, . E. Healy, J. Hargrave, Dromore, Aglish, .
159 Ditto, , Ditto, . William Collins, Ditto,

Ditto,
Ditto, Ditto, .

Ditto, .
Lismore,

160 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Alaurice Hickey, Ditto,
161 Ditto, .... Head Weir, . C. Ussher, . C. Ussher, Camphire,
162 Ditto, ... Ditto, . J. Rice, . — Killabaly, East, Ditto, .

Ditto, ,163 Ditto, . , Ditto, . Sir R. Alusgrave, Sir R. Alusgrave, Turin Demesne,
164 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, N orrisland, Ditto, .
165 Bride,..................................... Ditto, . AL Whelan, . C. Ussher, Camphire, Ditto, .166 Ditto, .... Ditto, . J. Magrath, Ditto, O’Kyle, . Ditto
167 Ditto, .... Ditto, . P. Walsh, C. Smith, Snugborough, . Kilwatermoy,. 

Lismore,168 Ditto, .... Ditto, . J. Connell, Duke of Devonshire, Bridane, Lower,
169 Ditto, .... Ditto, . R. P. Alaxwell, R. P. Alaxwell, Killanthony. Kilwatermoy,. 

Lismore,170 Ditto, .... Ditto, . E. Evans,
T. Hannigan, .

R. Oliver,
Duke of Devonshire,

Ballynaraha,
171 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Kilnacarriga. Ditto, .
172 Ditto, . . , Ditto, . J. Barry, Ditto, , Ballinvella Ditto, .
173 Ditto, .... Ditto, . R. P. Alaxwell, R. P. Alaxwell, Sapperton, North, Kilwatermoy,.
174 Ditto, .... Ditto, . J. Alangan, Duke of Devonshire, Ballinvella, Lismore,
175 Ditto, .... Ditto, . J. Leahy, , Ditto, Alonatrim, Ditto, .

176 Ardmore Bay, . . Bag-Net, T. Geary, , E. O’Dell, Duffcarrick, Ardmore, •

177 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Dysert, . Ditto, .
178 Castlemainc Harbour, Stake-Net, II. W. Dodd & others, The Al'Gillycuddy, . Killenagh, Ballinvogher,.
179 Ditto, .... Ditto, . F. Ashe, . Reps. Lord Ventry, . Lack, Ditto, .
180 Ditto, .... Ditto, . H. W. Dodd & others, E. Alahony, Dooaghs, . . . Killorglin,
181 Ditto, ... * Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Illaunstook, Ditto, .
182 Ditto, .... Ditto, . E. De Moleyns, Reps. Lord Ventry, . Cromane, Lower, Ditto, •
183 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Sir R. Blennerhassett, Sir R. Blennerhassett, Douglas, . Ditto, •

184 Ballinskclligs Bay, . Bag-Net, W. Hector, E. Reeves, Oungengan, ’rior, .

185 Kenmare River, Ditto, , AL O’Sullivan,. E. B. Hartopp, Rath, . JCilcrohane, •

186 Sea off Coast of co. Louth, Ditto, . T. A. Newcomen, . Smith Barry, . ilaspistol, . . ( 'logher,

187 Ditto, » , , . Ditto, . Arthur and Jane New
comen.

Arthur Newcomen, . Dailystown, Ditto, .

188 Ditto, .... Ditto, . T. Kirk, . A, Gudloy, . . 'logher. , Ditto, .
189 Ditto, .... Ditto, , Jane S. Newcomen,. Arthur Newcomen, . Jallystown. Ditto- .
190 Ditto, .... Ditto, , Ditto, Ditto. Ditto, Ditto, . ,
191 Ditto, .... Ditto, . E. Jones, . . Sir A. Bellingham, • Junany, . • * hniany,
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of 
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Whether Judgment of
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against.
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I of
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120 Iraghticonnoi Kerry, Tobe abated; not erected in 1862, 11 April,186 1 No appeal. _
121 Ditto,

Ditto,
Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. ■ —

122 Ditto, To he abated, as erected without the title re
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106.

Ditto, Ditto. —

123 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —
124 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, and not erected in 1862, 12 April, 186- Appeal, . , Judgment reversed.
12.5 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Judgment affirmed.
126 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated, as injurious to public rights of 

fishing.
Ditto, Ditto, . Judgment reversed.

127 Kinalea, Cork, To be abated, as being within three miles of Car- 
rigalino river mouth.

4 Aug. 1864 Ditto, . Special case stated— 
not yet heard.

128 Imokilly, . Ditto, To be abated, as erected without the title re
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106.

8 Aug. 1864 No appeal. —

129 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .... ... Ditto, Ditto. —
130 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —
131 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated, as injurious to navigation, Ditto, Ditto. —
]32 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated, being within three miles of mouth 

of Womanagh River.
Ditto, Ditto. —

133 Ditto,
Ditto,

Ditto, Postponed, . ................................................ —. — —
134 Ditto, Legally erected, ...... 29 June, 1865 No appeal. —

135 Docies-with- 
in-Drum.

Waterford,. To be abated, as injurious to navigation, 12 Aug. 1864 No appeal. —

136 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, by consent, ..... Ditto, Ditto.
137 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ditto, ..... Ditto, Ditto. —
138 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ditto,....................................... Ditto, Ditto. —
139 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ditto,....................................... Ditto, Ditto. _
140 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ditto,....................................... Ditto, Ditto. —
141 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ditto, ..... Ditto, Ditto.
142 Decies-with- 

out-Drum.
Ditto, Ditto,.......................................................... Ditto, Ditto. —

143 Cosh more &
Coshbride.

Ditto, To be abated, as injurious to navigation, by con
sent.

13 Aug. 1864, Ditto.

144 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated as injurious to navigation, . 15 Aug. 1864, Ditto. —
14.5 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... 16 Aug. 1864. Ditto.
146 Decies-with- 

in-Drum.
Ditto, To be abated, as erected without the title re

quired by 5 & 6 Vie., c. 106.
To be abated, as injurious to navigation, .

Ditto, Ditto.

147 Coshmore & 
Coshbride.

Ditto, Ditto, ( Ditto. —

148 Decies-with- 
in-Drum.

Ditto, To be abated by consent of Lord Huntingdon, . Ditto, Ditto.

149 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto,......................................................... Ditto, Ditto. —
150 Coshmore & 

Coshbride.
Ditto, To be abated as injurious to navigation, Ditto, Ditto. • —

151 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —
152 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated by consent, .... Ditto, Ditto. —
153 Decies-with- 

in-Drum.
Ditto, To be abated, as injurious to navigation, 17 Aug. 1864 Ditto. —

154 Ditto, Ditto, To he abated, as erected without the title re
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106.

Ditto, Appeal, . , Case stated—.not yet 
heard.

15.5 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated so far as it extends beyond low 
water-mark; legally erected as regards the rest.

Ditto, Ditto, Judgment affirmed.

156 Decies-with- 
in Drum.

Ditto, To be abated, as erected without the title re
quired by 5 & 6 Vic. c. 106.

Ditto, No appeal. —

157 Coshmore & 
Coshbride.

Ditto, Ditto,.......................................................... Ditto, Ditto.
1

158 Decies-with- 
in-Drum.

Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto.
[heard.

159 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Appeal, . Case stated—not yet
160 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .......

To be abated, not erected in 1862, . .
Ditto, No appeal. —

161 Coshmore &
Coshbride.

Ditto, Ditto, Ditto. —

162 Ditto, Ditto, To he abated, as injurious to navigation, Ditto,
Ditto,

Ditto. —
163 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ... ... Ditto. —
164 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —

165 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. __
166 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —
167 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —
168 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —
169 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto,..........................................................

Ditto, ... ...
Ditto, Ditto.

170 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto. —
171 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto,.......................................................... Ditto, Ditto. —
172 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —
173 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —
174 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —
175 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —

176 Decies-with- 
in-Drum.

Ditto, To he abated, as erected without the title re- 
auired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106.

Ditto, Ditto. —

177 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —
178 Corkstguiuy. Kerry, Ditto, ....... 22 Aug. 1864, Ditto.
179 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —
180 Iveragh, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —
181 Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. 1 1'
182 Ditto,

Ditto,
Ditto, Ditto,......................................................... 23 Aug. 1864, Appeal, . o . Appeal withdrawn.

183 Ditto, , To he abated; not erected in 1862, Ditto, No appeal. —

184 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated ; within 3 miles of mouth of limy 
River.

Ditto, Ditto. --

185 Dunkerron S. Ditto, Legally erected, ..-••• Ditto, Ditto. —

186 Ferrard, Louth, To be abated, as erected without the title re
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106.

26 Aug. 1864, Ditto. —

187 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —

188 Ditto, Ditto, • Ditto, ' . ................................................ Ditto, Ditto. —
189 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —
190 Ditto, Ditto, » . Ditto. ....... Ditto, Ditto. •—
191 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, . Ditto. —
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Result of Inquiries held by the Special Commissioners for Irish Fisheries up to the 1st day of January,

Note.—In addition to the foregoing there were 22 other cases called on, but it was shown that they comprised weirs, com
monly called Sprat weirs, which were not used for the capture of salmon, and were therefore not within the jurisdic
tion of the Commis loners,........................................................    . • “

And Bag-Nets ordeie I to be removed as b ing within estuaries of rivers, . ........

Total number of Trials, » • ♦ •

No. Where Fixed Net situated.
Description 

of 
Fixed Net.

Name of Person 
maintaining and using 

Fixed Net.

Name of Owner 
of Fixed Net, 

or of Land to which 
Net attached.

Name of 
Townland to which 

Nel attached.
Parish.

192 Sea off Coast of co. Louth, Bag-Net, John Jones, Sir A. Bellingham, . Drahanstown, . Dunany,
193 Ditto, .... Ditto, . T. Kirk, . A. Godley, Clogher, . Clogher,

194 Ditto, .... Head Weir, J. M‘Keon, Sir A. Bellingham, . Castlebcllingham, Gernonstown,

195 Sea off Coast of co. Antrim, . Bag-Net, Charles Black, . Lord Antrim, . Portrush, . Dunluce,
196 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .
197 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .
198 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .
199 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .
200 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .
201 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .
202 Ditto, .... Ditto, . John Reaney, . Ditto. Torr, Culleightrin, .
203 Ditto, .... Ditto, . N. D. Crommellin, . Ditto, Ballyteerirn, Ditto, .

204 Ditto, .... Ditto, . A. M‘Keegan, . 
Lord Antrim, .

Ditto, Glebe, Layd,
205 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto, Carnlougli, Ardclinis,
206 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Townparks, Glenarm, Tickmacrevan,

207 Ditto, .... Ditto, . J. M'Intosh, H. II. M‘Nelle, Rcdbay, . Layd,

208 Ditto, .... Ditto, . A. M'Keegan, . Charles Black, Monevvert, Ditto, .
209 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Thomas Tait, . A. Boyd, Ballycastle, Ramoan,
210 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, . . . Ditto, .
211 Ditto, .... Ditto, . J. M'Gildowney, J. M'Gildowney, Clarepark, Ditto, .
212 Ditto, .... Ditto, . A. M'Quilkin, . J. K. Tenant, . Cregganboy, Ditto, .
213 Ditto, .... Ditto, .

Ditto, .
S. Woodside, . Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .

214 Ditto, .... H. Dickson, G. E. Fullerton, Carrick-a-rede Island, Ballintoy, 
Ditto, .215 Ditto, .... Ditto, . H. Kelly, Ditto, Larry banc,

216 Ditto, .... Ditto, . R. Stewart, Sir E. M'Naghten, . Portbraddeu, Ditto, .
217 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto, J. E. Leslie, Templastragh, . Ditto, .

218 Ditto, .... Ditto, . J. M’Alister, . E. M'Neile, . Carrysherkin, . Ditto, .
219 Ditto.................................... Ditto, . F. Alills, . J. C. Anderson, Portmoon - Feigh Dunseverick, .

Ditto, . Mountain.
220 Ditto, ...» Ditto, Ditto, Ditto,

Ardihannon,
Ditto, .

Billy, .‘221 Ditto, .... Ditto, . W. Gregg, , Sir E. M'Naghten, .

222 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Bushfoot, Dunluce,
223 Sea off Coast of co. Londonderry, Ditto, . IL O’Neill, . A. Shuldham and East Ballygeelagh, . Ballyaghran, .
224 Ditto, . J. M‘ Keenan, .

Hon. M rs. Campbell.
Ditto, .... Sir II. 11. Bruce, Frech.dl, . Dunbogh,

225 Sea off Coast of co. Donegal, . Ditto, . C. M'Kinney, . Rev. S. Montgomery, Glenagiveney, . Lower Moville,
226 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto, J. S. Nicholson, Mossy Glen,
227
228
ooq
230
231
232

Ditto, . . . •
Ditto, ....
Ditto, ....
Ditto, . . .

Sea off Coast of co. Londonderry
Ditto, . . . •

Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, .

Ditto,
Ditto,

B. Sheffry,
A. Maddison,
R. Stewart,

Ditto, , ’

Anne Kean,
E. M'Clelland,
J. S. Nicholson, 
R. C. Stewart,
Sir II. H. Bruce,

Ditto,

Ballynagaragh, 
Ballycharry, 
Tirmacronagh, . 
Horn Head, 
Ballymaclary, . 
Doaghs, . .

Ditto, .
Ditto, .

Cuhlaff, . 
Clondahorky . 
Magilligan, .

Ditto, .
233
234

Lough Foyle, . . •
Ditto, ....

Stake-Net, 
Ditto, .

R. Allen,
Ditto,

Irish Society, . 
Ditto,

Granslia, .
Ditto,

Glendermott, . 
Ditto, 
Ditto235 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Ditto,

236
237

Ditto, ....
Ditto, ....

Ditto, .
Ditto, .

Ditto,
Ditto,

Ditto,
Ditto,

Ballynasballoge,
Ditto,

Templemore, .
238 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Culmore, Ditto,239 Ditto, .... Ditto, .

Ditto, .
Ditto, Ditto, Culmore Level, Ditto,

240 Ditto, .... Ditto, Ditto, Lower C'ampsey, Faughanvale, .241 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Coolkeeragh, . Glendermott. .242 Ditto, ....
Ditto, ....

Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto,
243 Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Culmore, . . Culmore,

244 River Erne, .... Ditto, . Alicia Sheil, Thomas Connolly, Fenner, . . Innismacsaint,

245 Sea off Coast of co. Sligo, Bag-Net, illiam Petrie, Ormsby Jones,
R. Orme,

Streedagh, Abamlish,
246 Ditto, . . . • Ditto, . William Little, Carrowhubback, Kilglass,

247 Sea off Coast of co. Mayo, Ditto, . M. Flynn, Castletown or Lackan, Lackan,
248 Ditto, .... Ditto, . William Little, Rev. J. M'Naughten, Ballinlena, Kilcummin, .

219 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto, Rev. C. L. Thomas, Ballygarry, Ditto, .
250 Shannon River, . . Stake-Net, 11. S. O’Brien, H. S. O'Brien, Portdrinc, . Kilfintinan,

251 Bantry Bav, Glengariffe liar., Bag Net, Lord Bantry, Lord Bantry, . Moonteensuddcr, Kilcaskin, 
Ditto, .

252 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .
253 Ditto, .... Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, .
254 Bantry Bav, Adrigole Harbour, Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Adrigole, . 

Achillbog, • Achill, , ’
255 Sea off co. Mayo, . . Ditto,. Alexander Hector, . William Pike, .

256
‘^7
258

Ditto, . . . •
Sea off Achill Island, ,

Ditto, ....

Ditto,.
Ditto, .
Ditto, .

Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,

Ditto, 
M. M. Blacker, 
C. Baycott,

Ditto, 
Keem Net, 
Gupresheen,

Ditto, .
Ditto, .
Ditto, .

259 Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto, • . Ditto, West Net, Ditto, .
260 Ditto, . . . . Ditto, . Ditto, TrusteesAchillMission, Keel, Ditto, .
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18GG, into the Legality or Illegality of Fixed Nets erected or used for catching Salmon in Ireland.

No. Birony. County. Judgment of Commissioners.
Date 

of 
Judgment.

Whether Judgment of 
Commissioners Appealer 

against.
Judgment of Court 

I of
Queen's Bench.

192
193

Ferrard, . 
Ditto,

Louth,
Ditto,

Legally erected, ...... 
To be abated, as erected without the title re-

26 Aug. 1864 No appeal. __
2/ Aug. 1864 Ditto. —

quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106.
194 Ditto, Ditto, Legally erected, ...... Ditto, Ditto. —

195 Lr. Dunluce , Antrim, Ditto, ....... 29 Aug. 1864 Ditto. —
196 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —
197 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ..... Ditto, Ditto. —
191! Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ...... Ditto, Ditto. —
199 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ...... Ditto, Ditto. —
200 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ..... Ditto, Ditto. —
201 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated ; injurious to navigation, Ditto, Ditto. —
202 Ca:ev, Ditto, Legally erected, .... 30 Aug. 1864, Ditto. —
203 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated within 3 miles of mouth of Cushen Ditto, Ditto. —

dun River.
204 Lr (> leuarm , Ditto, Ditto, ditto, Ditto, Ditto. — [heard.
205
206

Ditto,
Ditto,

Ditto,
Ditto,

Ditto, ditto, Glenarm River,
Ditto, in Estuary of Glenarm River, as de

fined.

Ditto, Appeal, . Case stated—not yet
Ditto, Ditto, Ditto.

207 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, within 3 miles of mouths of Cushen- Ditto, No appeal. —
dall and Glenarriffe Rivers, as defined.

208 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —
209 Carey, , Ditto, Ditto, within 3 miles of Ballycastle River, Ditto, Ditto. —
210 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto,......................................................... Ditto, Ditto. —
211 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ......................................................... Ditto, Ditto. —
212 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —
213 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto. . • • • ... Ditto, Ditto. —
214 Ditto, Ditto, Legally erected, ...... Ditto, Ditto. —
215 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —
216 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. —
217 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated, as erected without the title re- Ditto, Ditto. —

quired by 5 & 6 Vie., c. 106.
Ditto,218 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto. —

219 Ditto, Ditto, Legally erected,................................................ Ditto, Ditto. —

220 Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. _
221 Ditto’ Ditto, To bo abated within Estuary of Bush River as 

defined.
Ditto, Appeal, . Case stated—not yet 

heard.
222 Lr. Dunluce, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto, Ditto.

223 Coleraine, . Londonderry, Legally erected,................................................ 31 Aug. 1834, No appeal. —

224 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated; within three miles of mouth of Ditto, Ditto. —
Batin River.

225 Innishowen, Donegal, To be abated, as erected without the title re- 3 Sept. 1864, Ditto.
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106.

226 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto. _
227 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto,......................................................... Ditto, Ditto. —

' 228 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ......................................................... Ditto, Ditto. —
229 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto,......................................................... Ditto. r Ditto. —
230 Kilmacrenai , Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto. —
231 Keenaght, Londonderry, Ditto, . ’ • 5 Sept. 1864, Appeal, . Sent back fornewtrial
232 Ditto, Ditto, To be abated; within Estuary of Foyle River, . Ditto, No appeal. —

233 Tirkeeran, Ditto, Legally erected, ...... Ditto. —
234 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ...•••• - 1 >itto. —
235 D tto. Ditto, Ditto, . • • . • .— Ditto. —
236 Citj^l.ibertie . Ditto, To be abated, injurious to navigation, -- 1)itto. —
237 1>itto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... — Ditto. —
238 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... — Ditto. —
239
240

1 )itto, Ditto,
Ditto,

Ditto, .......
Ditto,...............................................  •

— Ditto. —
— Ditto. —

241 1 ‘itto, Ditto, Ditto,......................................................... - - Ditto. —
242 Ditto’ Ditto, Ditto, ......................................................... — Ditto. —
243 1>iito, Ditto, Ditto, ...•••• — Ditto. —

214 Tyrbugh, Donegal, Legally erected, ...... 8 Sept. 1864, Ditto. —

245
246

Carbury,
Tireragh,

Sligo,
Sligo,

Postponed, . . • . • •
To be abated, as erected without the title re

quired by 5 & 6 \ic., c. 106.

_ _ —
10 Sept. 1864, Appeal, . Case stated—not yet 

heard.
247 Tvrawlev, Mayo, Ditto, ....... 12 Sept. 1864, No appeal. —
248 Ditto," Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Appeal, . . Case stated—not yet 

heard.
249 1 Ktto, Ditto, Ditto, ....... Ditto, Ditto, Ditto.
250 Lr. Bunratt ’ Clare, To be abated, as injurious to navigation and 17 Sept. 1864, Ditto. Judgment affirmed.

251 Bore, Cork. .

public rights of fishing, and as erected on the 
site of a weir previously condemned. I'it/e 
sec. 17 of 13 & 14 Vic., c. 88.

Postponed on application from Lord Bantry, 30 June, 1865. — —
252 1 ^tto, Ditto. Ditto, ....... Ditto, —. 1253 Ditto, ■ Ditto, Ditto, ......................................................... Ditto, __ —
254 Ditto, Abandoned ; no title, ..... Ditto. — —
255 Burrishoole, Mayo, To be abated, as erected without the title re- 12 July, 1865, No appeal.

quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106.
25(> Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, ......................................................... Ditto, Ditto. —
257
258 Ditto,

Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto, Postponed, . • • •

To be abated as erected without the title re-
Ditto, . Ditto. —
Ditto, . Ditto. —

quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106.259 Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, . ..... Ditto, Ditto. —
260 Ditto, Ditto, Legally erected,............................................... Ditto, Ditto. —
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SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS FOR IRISH FISHERIES. 35

Appendix, No. 3. Appendix
’ No. 3.

List of Rivers, the Mouths of which have been defined by the Special Commissioners,
one hundred and twelve in number.

Section 22 of 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, enacts “That where the breadth of the mouth or entrance into the sea of any river, the inland 
“ portion of which is frequented by Salmon, is less than half a mile, statute measure, at low water of spring.tides, it shall 
“ not be lawful for any person whatsoever (save and except the proprietor of a several fishery within the limits thereof) to 
“ place or erect any stake weir or fixed net within one statute mile, seaward, coastwards, or inwards, from or on either 
“ side of the mouth or entrance of any such river into the sea.”

Section 44 of 13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, enacts “That it shall not be lawful for any person, save and except the owner of a several
“ fishery within the limits thereof, at any tune to shoot, draw, or use any net for taking Salmon at the mouth of any river, 
“where the breadth of such mouth between the banks thereof shall not exceed a quarter of a mile statute measure; and 
“ that it shall not be lawful for any person, save such owner as aforesaid, within such limits as aforesaid, to shoot, draw, 
“ or use any net for talcing Salmon within half a mile seaward, or half a mile inwards, or along the coast from the mouth 
“ of any river.”

Section 3 of 26 & 27 Vic., c. 114, enacts “ That no bag net shall be placed or allowed to continue in any river, or the estuary 
“of any river, as such river or estuary has been defined by the Commissioners of Fisheries, or shall be defined by the 
“ Commissioners under this Act, or within a distance of less than three statute miles from the mouth of any river, as 
“ defined.”

District. Name of River. District. Name of River.

Dublin, Liffey. 
Dodder.
Bray.

Ballinakill, Dawros.
Derrychorraun. 
Ballinaboy.

Wexford, . Slaney.
Owenavarragh or Courtown. 
Inch.

Bangor, Glenamoy.
Owenmore.
Owenduff.

Waterford, Suir, Nore, and Barrow. 
Bannow.

Owengarve. 
Burrishoole.

Lismore, . Blackwater. !
Womanagh.

Newport.
Owenwee or Belclare.

Cork, Tramore or Douglas.
Ballina,

Bunowen or Louisburgh.
Lee.
Owenacurra or Middleton. 
Owenbeg or Carrigaline.

Easky.
Moy.
Cloonaghmore or Palmerstown.

Argidcen.
Sligo,

Ballingten or Ballycastle.
Bandon. Drumcliff.

Skibberecn, Roury.
Hen.
Lcamawaddra.

Sligo. 
Ballisodare. 
Dunmoran.

Bantry, Glengariffe. Bally shannon, Glen or Teelin.
Coomhola or Snave. 
Ouvane or Ballylickey.
Mealagli or Duunemark.

Ballyhadoo or Kilcar.
Eany-water or Inver. 
Eske.

Kenmare, . Rough ty.
Sheen.
Finnehy.

Erne.
Drowes or Bundrowes.
Duff or Bunduff.

Blackwater. 
Cloonee.
Owensliagh. 
Crowanshagh. 
Sneem.

Letterkenny, Crann or Buncrana.
Mill.
Leauan or Rathmelton
Swilly.
Owenmarve.

Killarney,. Currane.
Inny.
Carragh.
Launo.
Maine.
Ferta or Valencia.
Rosbehy.

Gweebarra.
Owenea. 
Owentocker. 
Brackv.
Lackagh.
Ray.
Tul laghobegly.

Limerick, . Shannon.
Cashen.
Deel or Askcaton.

Glenna.
Clady. 
Gweedore.

Fergus.
Maigue.
Bun ratty.

Londonderry, Foyle.
Roe. 
Culdaff.

Galway, • Corrib. Coleraine, . Baun.
Furbogh.
Spiddle.
Screeb.
Ballinahinch.
Cashla.
Invermore.

Ballycastle, Glenarm.
Glenariffe (Red Bay). 
Dall or Cushendall.
Glendun or Cushendun 
Margy or Ballycastle. 
Bush or Bushmills.

Ballinakill,
Owengowla. Drogheda, . Boyne.
Carrownisky. 
Bundorragha. 
Err iff. 
Culiin.

Glyde and Dee, or Annagassen. 
Fane.
Castletown or Dundalk.
Piedmont.

In addition to the foregoing, the mouth of the following river has been heretofore defined by the 
Commissioners of Public Works and the Inspecting Commissioners of Fisheries ; and until snob, 
definition is altered by the Special Commissioners, it remains in full force.

Name of River. Where Mouth Defined.

Adrigole, . By a straight line drawn from the southern 
side of the church in Townland of Adrigole, 
to southern side of chapel in Townland of 
Drumgarvan.
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Appendix, No. 4._ Table showing the Close Seasons for Salmon and Trout in the different Districts in Ireland, as fixed by Statute Law, or the Older of the Commissioners,
1st January, 186’6; compiled from the Schedule of Close Seasons, published by the Commissioners ol 1 ublic Woiks and Fis iciies, and the 21st sec. of 26 & 27 Vic., c. 114, 
which requires there shall not be fewer than 168 days Close Season in each Fishery.________________________________________________________________________ _

■ AII rivers flowing into the sea between Kerry Head and Hags Head, save Feale, G< ale, and Cashen, L*ith Sept, ami 3rd March ; Feale, Geale, and Cashen. ami tributaries. 15t i Oct. and 1st May ; and all rivers between Kerry Head and Dunmore Head. 15th Oct. to 2nd April, 
t Close Season for Fixed Engines for tho capture of Eels, between the 10th January and 1st July, save in the River Shannon, which is between the 21st January and 1st July.
J Pollen Fishing by Trammel Nets in Lough Neagh, 29th September and 1st March.
Note.—By the 35th section of the 5th & 6th Vic., c. 106, tho Close Season for any District cannot bo changed until after tho expiration of three years from tho commencement of last change. ... , _. ..
Note.— The 21st section of the 26th & 27 th Vic., c. Ill, requires there shall not be fewer than 168 days Close Season in each Fishery; and section 23 of same Act fixes i ho Open Season for angling with Single Rod and Lino from 1st February to 1st not ember.
Weeklv Close Season.—By tho 20th section of the 26th & 27th Vic., c. 114, no Salmon or Trout shall be fished for or taken in any way,except by Single Rod and Line, between six of tho clock on Saturday morning and six of tho clock on tho succeeding Monday morning.

No. and Name of 
District. Boundary of District. Tidal. Frosh Water. Angling with Cross Lincs.

Angling 
with Single 

Rod and Line.
Date of last change.

1. Dublin, Skerries to Wicklpw.
From Howth to Dalkey Island, between 31st July and 16th’ 

January.
For remainder of District, between the 31st Aug. and 16th l1eb-_

f In all Rivers flowing into the Sea between Howth
< and I Jalkey Island, between 31 st July and 1 stFeb. 15th October and 2nd April. ■

-1 Oth Dec. 1861.
( For remainder of Dist.between 31st Aug.&lstMar. 28th September and 16th March.

r Between Cahore Point and Kiln Bay, between loth Sept, and 1st 
April; but fixed nets between 31st Aug. and 1st April, and for (Between Kiln Bayand CahorePoint,between 15th' 

; September and 1st April.
'I And for remainder of District, between 28th Sep- 
l, tember and 16th March.

28th September and 1st April.
■ 28th Feb. 1862.2. Wexford, . Wicklow to Bagcnbon Head. remainder of District,

Between 28th September and 16th March, (but ted Nets 
between 15th September and 3rd March.)

28th September and 16th March.

3. Waterford, Bagenbon to Helvick Head. -< „ 15th September and' 3rd March ; but for Electoral Di
vision A, between 31st August and 16th February, J

„ 15th September and 3rd March. 28th September and 16th March. 6th Doc. 1860.

4. Lismore,
• t-

Holvick Head to Ballycotton.
r

„ 1.5th September and 3rd March.
15th Sept, and 3rd March, for Electoral Division A' 

(between Ballycotton and Barry’s Head, East of

„ 15th September and 3rd March.
Between 15th Sept, and 1st April, for Electoral Di

vision C.

9th October and 27th March.

9th October and 27th March.

30th Dec. 1858.

22nd June, 1859.

5. Cork, Ballycotton to Galley Head. ■(
i

Oyster Haven). _ J
„ 31st August and 1st March, for Electoral Division B'

(between Barry’s Head, East of Oyster Haven, 
and Galley Head).

loth September and 1st April.

Between 31st August and 1st April, for Electoral 15th October and 2nd April. 22nd June, 1859.

6>. Skibborecn, Galiev Head to Mizen Head. Between 15th September and 1st April. 15th October and 2nd April. 
Do. do.
Do. do.

7th Feb. 1856.
<>-. Bantry, Mizeu Head to Crow Head. „ Do. do. ,, Do. do.
63. Kenmare, . Crow Head to Lamb Head. „ Do. do. ,, Do. do.

Between 31st July and 18th January, save Rivers' 
Maine and Tributaries, and Innv, and save also„ 31st July and 16th January, save Rivers Maine and< 15th September and 3rd March.

Inny, and 1 ributaries. | Currano Lake, down to old bridge at Waterville., %

7. Killarnoy, . Lamb Head to Dunmore Head, 
including the Blaskets. ] For River Maine, to its mouth, and Tributaries, and River

r For River Maine and its Tributaries, and River 
Inny, above Ferry House, between 15th Scptcm- 28th September and 1st May.

J ■16th Sept. 1862.

Innv, above Ferrv House, between 15th September and 1st 4 her and 1st Mav. J
May. Currane Lake and Tributaries, down to old bridge 15th September and 1st April. "tn

at Waterville, 31st July and 1st April. r—<

Between 20th July and 12th February; but fixed engines be- Between •’’Oth Julv and 12th February; but for) O

Electoral Divisions C and D. 12th August and 1st
See below for Limerick.*

r u 1 
otween 6th July and 12th February; but between Kerry< 

Head and Dunmore Head, 15th September and 1st April, 
save Rivers Cashen, Feale, and Geale, and their Tributaries.8. Limerick, . Dunmore to Hags Head. more Head, 15th Sept, and 1st April.save Rivers 

Cashen, Feale, ami Geale, and their Tributaries. _

E
P 

o

► 27th Mar. 1862.

For Rivers Cashen, Feale and Geale and their Tributaries, ’ l For Rivers Feale, Geale, and Cashen, 12th August Limerick, see below.*

9. Galway,
10'. Ballinakill,

Hags Head to Slyne Head. 
Slyne Head to Emlagh Point.

between 12th August and 1st May. 
Between 31st August and 16th February.

Do. do.

and 1st May.f
Between 31st August and 1st March. 

„ Do. do.
28th September and 16th March.

Do. do.
Do. do.

19th August and 4th February for

30

14th July, 1849.
14th July, 1819.102. Bangor, Emlagh Point to Benwee Head. „ Do. do. „ Do. do.

11. Ballina, Benwee to Coonamore. „ 19th August and 4th February. „ 19th August and 4 th February. •< Salmon; 28th September and 16th 
March for Trout.

28th September and 1 Gth March; and 2nd Sept. 1857.
12. Sligo, Coonamore to Mullaghmore. „ Do. do. „ Do. do.

„ Do. do.

for Drumclitfe River and Glencar 
Lake, 15th October and 2nd April.

Between 19th Aug. and 3rd March for Sal
mon ; but between 28th Sept, and 16th 
March for Trout; and for River Inver, 
between 28th Sept, and 16th March ; and

23rd Aug. 1861.

27th Aug. 1858.

■ 17th Apr., 1860.13. Bally shannon, Mullaghmore to Rossan. „ Do. do. ail rivers running into the sea between
Rossan Point and Muckross Point, be
tween 28th Sept, and 16th March ; and 
for River Bundrowcs and Lough Melvin,

24th Nov. 1860.
between 15th Sept, and 3rd March.

2nd Sept. 1857.14. Letterkennv, Rossan to Malin Head. „ 19th August and 4th Feb., and one mile above Tideway, „ 19th August and 1st March. 28th September and 16th March.
15'. Londonderry, Malin to Downhill Boundary. „ 31st August and 15th April. ,, 31st August and 15th April. 28th September and 15th April. 2 /th Jan. Joo J.
15-. Coleraine, Downhill Boundary to Portrush. „ 19th August and 4th February. ,, 19th August and 1st March. 28th September and 16th March.* J 5th Dec. J Hob.

16. Ballycastle, Portrush to Donaghadee.
r

,, Do. do. „ Do. do. 28th September and 16th March. 15th Dec. 1856.
,, 19th August and 12th February, from Skerries to' Between 19th August and 12th Feb. from Skerries

28th September and 16th March. 15th Dec. 1856.17. Drogheda, Donaghadee to Skerries. ' Cranfield Point; but between 28th September and to Cranfield Point: between 28th Sept and 16th 
March, from Cranfield Point to Donaghadee. .I 16th March, from Cranfield Point to Donaghadee..

I

_______



Appendix, No. 5.—Amount of Licence Duty received for the different Fishing Engines for the Year 18G5, in each District.

03

District. Single 
Bods.

Cross 
Lines. Snap Nets. Draft Nets- Drift Nets.

Trammel
Nets, or 

Draft Nets 
for Pollen.

Pole Nets. Bag Nets. Fly Nets. Stake Nets. Head
Weirs.

Box, Crib, 
&c.

Gap, Eye, 
&c. Sweepers. Coglulls. Loop Nets.

£ s. d. £ s. (1. £ S. (1- £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ S. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.

Dublin, 159 10 0 2 0 0 - 69 0 0 - - - - — - - - - - - -

Wexford, 46 10 0 - - 114 0 0 - 0 15 0 - - - - - - - - - —

Waterford, 134 0 0 40 0 0 561 0 0 90 0 0 279 0 0 - - - - - 6 0 0 40 0 0 11 6 8 — — —

Lismore, 172 10 0 86 0 0 63 0 0 57 0 0 - 4 10 0 - - - 30 0 0 — - — — —

Cork, 227 10 0 14 0 0 - 156 0 0 6 0 0 - - - — — — — — —

Skibbereen, 14 10 0 - - 18 0 0 - - - - - — — — — — —

Bantry, 6 0 0 - - 15 0 0 7 10 0 - - 5 0 0 - — - — — — —

Kenmare, 21 10 0 - - 13 10 0 - - - 20 0 0 - - - - 2 0 0 12 0 0 — —

Killarney, 68 10 0 16 0 0 1 0 0 219 0 0 - - - - - - — 20 0 0 — — _

Limerick, 218 10 0 86 0 0 48 0 0 402 0 0 105 0 0 31 10 0 26 0 0 - - 120 0 0 6 0 0 90 0 0 180 0 0 - —

Galway, 116 0 0 16 0 0 - 33 0 0 - 4 10 0 - - - - - 40 0 0 14 0 0 — — —

Bally nakill, 53 0 0 - - 42 0 0 - - 4 0 0 - - — — — — — —

Bangor, 28 0 0 - - 69 0 0 - - - - — — — — — —

Ballina, 58 0 0 - - 36 0 0 12 0 0 - - - - - - 70 0 0 7 0 0 — — —

Sligo, 27 10 0 - - 66 0 0 - - - - - - — — 3 0 0 — — —

Ballyshannon, 75 0 0 16 0 0 - 93 0 0 - - 4 0 0 - - 30 0 0 — 30 0 0 - — 28 0 0 —

Letterkenny, . 33 15 0 - - 33 0 0 - - - - - — - 25 0 0 - — — 9 0 0
Londonderry, 54 0 0 12 0 0 102 0 0 - - 6 0 0 - - 90 0 0 — — - — — —

Coleraine, 74 0 0 2 0 0 1 10 0 336 0 0 - 34 0 0 - 20 0 0 - - - 40 0 0 40 0 0 - 31 0 0 —

Ballycastle, 2] 0 0 - - .36 0 0 - - - 130 0 0 — — — — _

Drogheda, 63 10 0 11 0 0 4 10 0 112 10 0 - - - 10 0 0 - - 6 0 0 40 0 0 42 10 0 - - —
Total, 1,672 15 0 301 0 0 679 0 0 2,112 0 0 409 10 0 75 5 0 40 0 0 185 0 0 - 270 0 0 18 0 0 395 0 0 299 16 8 12 0 0 59 0 0 9 0 0
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Appendix.
Nos. 6 & 7.

Appendix,

Schedule of Licence Duties payable in each District

District. 1. Salmon 
Rods.

2. Cross 
Lincs.

3. Snap 
Nets.

4. Draft 
Nets.

5. Drift 
Nets.

G. Trammel 
Nets 

or Draft 
Nets 

for Pollen.

7. Polo 
Nets.

1. Dublin, . . . • •
2. Wexford, .....
3. Waterford, ....
4. Lismore, .....
5. Cork, .....
61. Skibbereen, ....
62. Bantry, .....
63. Kenmare, ....
7. Killarney, ....
8. Limerick, ....
9. Galway, ..... 

lO’.Ballynakill, .... 
102. Bangor, .....
11. Ballina, .....
12. Sligo,........................................
13. Bailyshannon, ....
14. Letterkenny, ....
151. Londonderry, . . . .
152. Coleraine, ....
16. Ballycastle.......................................
17. Drogheda, ....

£ s. d.

0 10 0
0 10 0
1 0 0
1 0 0
0 10 0
0 10 0
1 0 0
0 10 0
0 10 0
1 0 0
1 0 0
10 0
10 0
10 0
1 0 0
1 0 0
0 10 0
0 10 0
1 0 0
0 10 0
0 10 0

£ 8. d.

2 0 0
10 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
10 0
10 0
1 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
10 0

£ 8. d.

1 10 0
0 15 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
0 15 0
0 15 0
0 15 0
1 0 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
0 15 0
1 10 0
0 15 0

£ 8. d.

3 0 0
2 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
1 10 0
3 0 0
1 10 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
1 10 0

£ s. d.

3 0 0
1 10 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
3 0 0
1 10 0
3 0 0
1 10 0

£ 8. d.

1 10 0
0 15 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
0 15 0
0 15 0
0 15 0
0 15 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
1 10 0
0 10 0
1 10 0
0 15 0

.£ s. d.

2 0 0
1 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
1 0 0
1 0 0
10 0
1 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
1 0 0

Appendix,
Schedule of Licence Duties received by the Boards of

The estimate * of thc avern«e number

District.

Number and Description of Licences sold in 1864.

1864.
Amount 

of
Licence 
Duty.

1864.
Percentage 

on 
Poor Law 
Valuation.

1864.
Total

Amount 
received 

for Licence 
Duties.

1864.

Ave
rage 
No. 
em

ployed.
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 D
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Z
o oi—i 
o
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o
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£ 8. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.
1. Dublin, 223 - 15 - - - 2 - - - - - - - - 176 10 0 — 176 10 0 321

2. Wexford, 102 - - 56 - 1 - - - - - - 1 - - - 136 5 0 — 136 5 0 442

3. Waterford, . 310 36 317 21 90 - - 1 - 1 0 4 20 - - - 847 6 8 — 817 6 8 2,278

4. Lismore, 235 37 18 4 - - - 2 1 15 11 - - - - - 796 10 0 40 0 0 83G 10 0 488

5. Cork, . 453 0 — 53 - - - 1 - - - - - - - - 407 10 0 — 407 10 0 787

0*. Skibbereen, . 50 - - 11 - - - - - - - - - - - - 41 10 0 — 41 10 0 116

62. Bantry, 8 - - 5 6 - - - - - - - - - - - 29 10 0 — 29 10 0 68

66 10 0 _ 66 10 0 14163. Kenmare, 53 — — 8 — — — 1 —

7. Killarney, 172 8 1 02 - - - 1 - 2 - •1 - - - - 395 0 0 — 395 0 0 578

8. Limerick, 412 59 30 131 10 - 36 4 - 8 - 12 188 - - - 1,153 13 4 — 1,153 13 4 2,052

9. Galway, 121 11 - 10 - 4 - - - - - 5 20 - - - 169 0 0 40 10 0 200 10 0 253

101. Ballynakill, . 62 - - 12 - - 2 - - - - - - - - - 71 0 0 — 71 0 0 119

102. Bangor, 30 - - 22 - - - - - - - 1 - - - - 104 0 0 —“ 101 0 0 163

11. Ballina, 80 - - 11 3 - - 7 - - - 11 7 - - - 309 0 0 — 309 0 0 207

12. Sligo, . 54 I - 16 - - - - - - - - 9 - - - 86 0 0 — 86 0 0 170

13. Bailyshannon, 06 9 - 24 - - 3 • - ] - 6 - - 27 - 279 0 0 80 0 0 359 0 0 270

14. Letterkenny,. 48 - - 10 - - - - - - - 5 - - - 3 94 0 0 — 94 0 0 113

101. London deny, 52 16 - 19 - 3 9 - 11 - - - - - - 511 0 0 — 011 0 0 287

152.Coleraine, 28 1 — 82 — 70 — 3 - - - 5 78 - 40 - 509 0 0 — 509 0 0 872

16. Ballycastle, . 73 — — - - 3 — 25 - - •— 3 - - - - 311 0 0 — 311 0 0 181

17. Drogheda, 110 10 4 62 - - - 7 - - 1 4 82 - - - 318 0 0 — 318 0 0 713

Total, . • | 2772 194 370 634 109 78 44 03 1 38 14 60 405 6 67 3 6,841 5 0 160 10 0 7,001 15 0 10,649

Salmon Rods
Cross Linos, ’ 
Snap Nets,

1 man.
2 men.
4 do.

Draft Nets,
Drift Nets, 
Trammel Nets,

6 mon,
5 do.
2 do.

Pole Nets, 
Hug Nets, 
ply Nets,

• 3 men. 
. 4 do.
. 4 do.

♦ This estimate, as regards Fixed Nets, is
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on Engines used for Fishing for Salmon, January, 1866.

8. Bag Nets, 9. Fly Nets. 10. Stako Nets. 11. Head 
Weirs.

12. Box, Crib, 
&c.

13. Gap, Eye, 
Ac. 14. Sweepers. 15. Coghills. 16. Loop Nets.

£ s. d. £ s. rf. F s. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ 8. d. £ 8. d. £ 8. d.

I r 1 0 0 __ — __
0 10 0 — — —
0 13 4 — __ _
1 0 0 — — __
1 0 0 — __ —
0 10 0 — —
0 10 0 — — —
0 10 0 3 0 0 1 10 0
0 10 0 — — —
10 0 ■ .—

Ho 0 0 30 0 0 30 0 0 COO 10 0 0^ 10 0 — __ —
1 0 0 — —- ——
10 0 — — —
10 0 — — —
1 0 0 — — —
10 0 — — __
0 10 0 — — 1 0 0
10 0 — — ——
1 0 0 — —
10 0 —

: • 0 10 0 — — —

No. 7.
Conservators for the Years 1864 and 1865.

men employed is made up as follows: —
Stake Nets, . , 4 men. 
Head weirs, . . Iman. 
Box.cnb.&c.fevery 5) 2 men.

Gap,Eye, &c. .
Sweepers, .

• 2 men.
• 6 do. Coghills, • ■ -1 man.

Loop or Frame Nets, . 1 do.

not adopted in body of Report—sec page 4.

Number and Description of Licences sold in 1865.

18G5.

Amount 
of 

Licence 
Duty.

1805.

Per 
centage on 
Poor Law 

Valuation.

1865.

Total
Amount 
received 

for Licence 
Duties.

1865.

Ave
rage 
No. 
em

ployed.

Increase or Decrease between 
1864 and 1865.
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Increase 
iu 

Amount.

Decrease 
in 

Amount.
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.

D
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e i
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N
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m
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319 1 - 23 - - - - - - - - - - - -
P

230
s.

10
d.
o

£ «. d. P
230

s.
10

d.
0 459

P
54

s.
0

d.
0

P s. d.
138

93 - - 57 - 1 - - - - - - - - - - 101 5 0 — 101 5 0 437 25 0 0 — - 5

131 20 374 30 93 - - - - - 1 1 17 - - - 1,101 6 8 — 1,161 6 8 2,352 314 0 0 — 71 -

315 43 42 19 - 3 - - - 1 - - - - - - 413 0 0 40 0 0 453 0 0 723 — 383 10 0 235

455 7 - 52 2 - - - - - - - - - - - 403 10 0 — 403 10 0 791 — 4 0 0 4 -

29 - - 12 - - - - - - - - - - - - 32 10 0 — 32 10 0 101 —. 9 0 0 - 15

12 - - 10 - 1 - 33 10 0 — 33 10 0 101 4 0 0 — 33 -

43 - - 9 - - - 0 - - - - 4 4 - - 09 0 0 — 69 0 0 137 2 10 0 — - 4
137 8 1 73 10 0 — 324 10 0 596 — 70 10 0 18 -
437 43 32 131 35 21 13 - - 1 1 9 180 - - - 1,313 0 0 — 1,313 0 0 2,092 159 0 8 — 40 -
116 8 - 11 - 3 - - - - - 1 14 - - - 223 10 0 24 10 0 248 0 0 234 38 10 0 — - 19
53 - - 11 - - 2 - - - - - - - - - 99 0 0 99 0 0 143 28 0 0 - 6
28 - - 23 - - - - - - - - - - - - 97 0 0 — 97 0 0 166 — 7 0 0 3 -
58 - - 12 1 - - - - - - 7 7 - - - 183 0 0 — 183 0 0 167 — 126 0 0 - 40
27 - - 22 - - - - - - - - 3 - - - 90 10 0 — 96 10 0 105 10 10 0 — 5
75 8 - 31 - 0 - - 1 - 3 - - 28 - 276 0 0 80 0 0 356 0 0 317 — 3 0 0 47 -
45 - - 11 - - - - - - - 5 - - - 9 100 15 0 100 15 0 122 6 15 0 — » -

108 6 - 34 - - 3 - - 3 - - - - - - 264 0 0 — 264 0 0 345 — 277 0 0 58 -
74 1 2 112 - 68 - 2 - - - 4 40 - 31 - 578 10 0 41 0 0 619 10 0 1,013 110 10 0 — 141 -
21 - - 12 - - - 13 - - - - - - - - 187 0 0 — 187 0 0 u. — 124 0 0 36

127 11 6 75 - - - 1 1 1 85 - - - 290 0 0 — 290 0 0 800 — 28 0 0 87 -

2736 156 457 776 139 96 20 19 - 9 3 42 350 4 59 9 6,537 6 8 185 10 0 6,722 16 8 11,406 753 1 8 1032 0 0 887
_____

130
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Appendix,
No. 8.

Appendix, No. 8.
Applications for By-Laws, Rules, &c., received by Commissioners.

District or Place. Nature of Application. Observations.

Letterkenny District, 
Coleraine District, 
Sligo District, 
Galway District, .
Lismore District, 
Waterford District, 
Coleraine District, 
Cork District,
Limerick District, 
Waterford District, 
Wexford District,

Galway District, . 
Derryinver River, 
Londonderry District, 
Coleraine District, 
Shimna River, co. Down, 
Limerick District,

Cork District,

Dublin District, .

Kenmare District,
Sligo District, 
Waterford District, 
Skibbereen District, 
Londonderry District, 
Bangor District, .

Ditto,

Ditto, 
Galway District, . 
Waterford District, 
Ballina District, . 
Ballyshannon District, . 
Limerick District, 
Fergus River, 
Shannon River, . 
Drogheda District, 
Waterford District,

Bantry District, . 
Ballinakill District, 
Bangor District. .
Ballyshannon District, . 

Ditto,
Ballina District, .
Wexford District,
Cork District,

Ditto,
Ditto,

Dublin District, .
Limerick District,
Kenmare District, 
Killarney District, 
Lismore District,.
Limerick District,

Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,

Wexford District,

Waterford District, 
Skibbereen District,

Waterford District,

Lismore District,
Dublin District,

To alter the close season, p
To alter the close season for pollen, . . . .
To alter close season, ......

Ditto, .......
Ditto, .......
Ditto, .......

To prohibit the use of draft-nets for pollen in Lough Neagh,
To prohibit net-fishing in certain portions of the Bandon River, . 
To prohibit net-fishing near mouth of River Cashen,
To prohibit snatching, ......
To prohibit all net-fishing during salmon close season between 

new bridge of Wexford and bridge of Enniscorthy.
To prohibit snatching, ......
To remove obstructions, ...... 
To inspect obstructions on Mournc River. .... 
To remove obstructions at mouth of Cutts,
To define mouth, .......
To define boundaries between tidal and freshwaters of Rivers 

Feale, Geale, and Cashen.
To form Argideen River into a separate district, .

To prevent deleterious matter being allowed to flow into River 
LifFey. .

To inquire into the fishing near the mouths of rivers,
To have new fish-pass on Sligo Weir, ....
To build fish-passes on Weirs, ....
To design new fish-pass for Lurrega Mill Weir,
To alter size of meshes of nets, .....

Ditto, .....

To prohibit the removal of gravel from spawning-beds,

To curtail the open season for angling, ....
Ditto, ....
Ditto, ....
Ditto, ....
Ditto, ....
Ditto, ...

To prohibit all kinds of fishing within twenty yards of Ennis Weir, 
Ditto , of Tarmonbarry Weir,

To survey White Mills Weir, River Dee, for fish-pass,
To permit the use of small meshed nets in rivers running through 

Bessborough Demesne.
To reduce the licence on nets, .....
To alter boundaries of district, .....

Ditto, .......
To permit the use of small meshed nets in Loughhead River,
To define mouths of Oily and Loughhead Rivers, .
To define boundaries between tidal and fresh waters, River Moy, 
To alter close season, ......
To define boundaries between tidal and fresh waters, River Bandon, 
To survey weirs on rivers for fish-passes, .... 
To prohibit snatching in district, ..... 
To alter close season, ......
To define mouth of Clohane River, Co. Kerry,
To alter close season, ......
To alter close season, ......
To alter close season, ......
To remove obstructions in Dunbeg River, .... 
To prohibit net fishing near Killaloe, ....
To alter fish-pass at Ennis, ...... 
To permit the use of small meshed nets in Lough Derravarragh, 

Co. Westmeath.
To permit the use of small meshed nets in rivers running through 

Lord Fitzwilliam’s property.
To prohibit net fishing in fresh waters of River Nore,
To prohibit net fishing within certain distance of Lurrega Mill 

Weir, River Hen.
To cause fish-pass to be built by the owner on St. Mullins’ Mill 

Weir.
To build fish-pass on Fermoy Weir, ....
To prohibit removal of gravel in Liffey, ....

Consideration postponed.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.

Under consideration.
Consideration postponed. 
By-law in course of publication. 
Consideration postponed.

By-law in course of publication. 
Under consideration.
Inquiry to be held.
Inquiry held; decision postponed. 
Inquiry to be held.
Under consideration.

Requirements of Act not com
plied with by applicants.

Inquiry held.

Inquiry held.
Under consideration.
Survey made.
Pass built.
Inquiry to be held.
By-law granted for portion of 

district.
By-law granted for River Owen- 

inore.
Under consideration.

Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.

By-law made.
Ditto.

By-law made.

Not granted.
In course of publication.

Ditto.
Inquiry to be held.

Ditto.
Order made.
Under consideration.
Order made.
Surveys made.
Bj-lav in course of publication.
Under consideration.
Inquiry to be held.
Under consideration.

Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.

Not granted.
Survey made.
Under consideration.

Ditto.

Ditto.
Ditto.

Ditto.

Pass built.
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Appendix,
Nos.9,10,&ii

Appendix. No. 9.
List of Fishing Weirs and Fishing Mill Dams surveyed by directions of the Commissioners.

River. Name of Weir. River. Name of Weir.

Suir, .... Coolnamuck. Moy, .... Foxford.
Nore, .... Innistiogue. Erne, .... Ballyshannon.

«« • • Rock view. Bundrowes, Bundrowes.
> 1 • • • Jerpoint. Eske, .... Donegal.
'1 « • Dysart. Gweebarra, Gweebarra.

Tay, .... Woodhouse. Lackagh, Lackagh.
Blackwater, Lismore. Leenane, Rathmelton.
Lee, .... Duke of Devonshire's. Owenea, Owenea.

J1 • • • • North Fishery. Bnncrana, Buncrana.
«• South Fishery. Finn, .... Finn.

Carr a, .... Carra. Bann, .... Cutts.
Shannon, Lax. Bush, .... Bush.
Corrib, .... Galway. Boyne, Oldbridge.
Spiddal, Spiddal. Rosnaree.
Ballinahinch, . Ballinahinch. . ■ . . . . New Grange.
Moy, .... Ballina.

Appendix, No. 10.
List of Mill Weirs, Obstructions, &c., surveyed for Fish Passes, and of Fish Passes built.

River. Name of Weir or Obstruction. River. Name of Weir or Obstruction.

Shannon, Athlone, 7 p.1<5RP<5 built Blackwater, Fermoy (built).
larinonbarry, J lien, . . . . Lurrega (built).

Nenagli, Clarianna. Lee, .... Ballincollig.
Grange. • • • • • • Gill Abbey.
Riverstown. .. • . . . Water Works.
Tyone. Bride, .... Oven's Mills.
Caherass. , > • • • • Bride Mills.
Ballvartella. ... Burnt Mills.

Mulcaire, Ballyclough. Middleton, Alien’s Mills.
Annacolty, Annacotty. », • • • • Knockgriffin.

Abington. Dec, .... White Mills.
Maigue, Croom. Eske, .... Drimlnght.
Fergus, Ennis (nearly completed). Oily, .... Mi 11 town.
Spiddal, Spiddal Fall. • • • • Mil town Cloth.
Suir, . . • • Cahir. Oily.

Clonmel. Boyne, Navan (built).
Poultrealagh.

Blackwater,
Blackcastle (built).

H • • ’ * Altavilla. Vance’s (built).

Appendix, No. 11.
By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners.

F

District or Place affected by 
By-Law, <Xe. Nature of By-Law, Order, &c. Date.

Moy, .... 
Maine, .... 
Laune. .... 
Dublin District,

Limerick District,

Ditto,

Cork District,

Ditto,

Killarney District,

Galway District,

Waterford District,
Bangor District,

Waterford District,

Inch River.
Blaney River,

Owenavarragh River,

General—every District,

Defining boundaries between tidal and fresh waters,
Ditto, .......
Ditto, .......

Prohibiting the use of draft nets of a greater length than 
350 yards, in that part of the River Liffey situated be
tween the Island Bridge weir and a line drawn due north 
from the Poolbeg Lighthouse.

Prohibiting fishing by any means whatsoever within twenty 
yards of the weir wall of Tarmonbarry, on River Shannon. 

Do. within twenty yards of weir wall at Ennis, on River 
Fergus.

Prohibiting the use of otter, lyster, strokehaul, drew-draw, 
or gaff, &.C., in any tidal waters within district.

Prohibiting snatching, or attempting to snatch salmon with 
any kind of fish-hook, covered in part or in whole with 
any matter or tiling, or uncovered.

Prohibiting the use of the otter, lyster, spear, strokehaul, 
&c., in any tidal waters in district.

Prohibiting snatching, or attempting to snatch salmon in 
any tidal or fresh water in district with any kind of (ish
hook, covered in part or in whole with any matter or 
thing, or uncovered.

Ditto, ....... 
Prohibiting the removal of gravel or sand from any part of 

the bed of the Owenmore River, in the county Mayo, 
where the spawning of salmon or trout may take place.

Permitting the use of nets having meshes of one inch from 
knot to knot for the capture of fish within the waters in, 
and rivers running through the demesne of Bcssborough, 
in rhe county Kilkenny, provided that no net less than 
one and three-quarter inches from knot to knot shall be 
used during April, May, and June.

Defining mouth of river, &c., • • • .
Defining mouth of river and boundaries between tidal and 

fresh waters.
Ditto, . ......

Rules and Regulations to be observed at Elections of Con
servators.

26th July, 1865.
Ditto. 
Ditto.

19th January, 1865.

5th June, 1865.

26th June, 1865.

31st May, 1865.

1st June, 1865.

Sth February, 1865.

3rd March, 1865.

26th August, 1865.
20th May, 1865.

5th June, 1865.

Sec Appendix, No. IS.



42 APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE

Appendix,
Abstract of Statements from Clerks of Boards of Conservators

Number 
and Name of

District.
General state of the Salmon 

and Inland 
Fisheries of Ireland.

Whether tho tako of 
Salmon in 1865 was more 

or less productive than 
in 1S64, and to what is the 

increase or decrease 
attributed.

Average price 
of Salmon obtained 

by tho captors.

Whether Salmon purchased for 
Exportation, and if so, what 

proportion does it bear to that 
purchased for Home Supply, 

and to what Market is it 
principally sent.

Tho amount of Protection 
during Close Season 

of 1865, as compared with 
preceding year of 1864.

1. Dublin, The public fisheries have had a grea 
take of salmon last year, and a fail 
prospect of improvement.

At the public right o 
fisheries there has beei 
a slight increase.

C Is. to Is. 6d. per lb. Home consumption. About the same.

2. Wexford, Good. There is a prospect of further 
improvement.

Less productive; but can
not account for it.

8<l. to Is. per lb. Home consumption. Greater, more water- 
bailiffs being employed.

3. Waterford, The state of the salmon and inlanc 
fisheries of the district, judged o: 
by the extraordinary falling off in 
the capture of salmon during last 
season, cannot be regarded as en
couraging. The disimprovement 
very great as compared to even 
such a season as 1864.

Last year far less produc
tive than 1864. Such a 
failure had seldom 01 
ever been known.

Last year salmon 
reached a price 
hitherto un
known in the 
market, 2s. 8j(Z. 
per lb. having 
been paid by the 
dealers for ex
portation.

Almost entirely for export
ation. More extended in the 

fresh waters.

4. Lismore, . The general state appears good, 
though the take last year fell 

I short of that of previous years.

Less productive; but this 
is attributed to the mode 
of capture being less 
effective since the stake 
nets were abolished, and 
net fishing not being 
more understood in dis
trict.

About Is. per lb. Almost all exported. About the same,

5. Corlf, Not improving, and no sign of im
provement.

Less. About Is. 2(7. per lb. Nearly seven-eighths for 
exportation. Amount grcntcr.

6*. Skibbereen, The general condition good. They 
have improved, and the fish pass 
over. The mill being now finished, 
will enable the salmon to get up 
earlier to spawn.

About the same. 6(7. per lb. About one-third sent to 
Cork market, the re
mainder sold at home.

The same.

6». Bantry, . ' The general condition good. Fish
ings have improved, owing to the 
protection afforded.

More productive. 6(7. per lb. Entirely for exportation. 
To Cork market. Two additional bailiffs 

on rivers.

c* Kenmare, 1 Very fair. Last season was dry, and 
the fish was not able to go on the 
rivers until late. A great improve
ment is expected from the extra 
care of the rivers during the close 
season.

A decrease from previous 
year. Cannot say from 
what reason, unless 
from the summer being 
so dry.

6(7. per lb. general 
average.

Chiefly to Dublin market. Nearly double, as there 
are extra bailiffs on 
each river, and a head 
bailiff to watch the 
bailiffs paid by the pro
prietors.

7- Killarney, . 11Yearly an average. No sign of im
provement.

Less productive. 7(7. to Is. 10(7. per 
lb.

Almost all exported. More.

8- limerick, . V
1

|
f

1 0
t 
t

cry satisfactory. The quantity L 
captured in 1865 less than in 1864;
jut there has been no apparent 1 
liminution in supply of breeding 
ish. The prospect very good. j 
wing to the quantity of fish on v 
he spawning beds and the pro- I 
ection which they have received. 1

d

2SS productive. Cannot 7 
ay to what decrease is 
o be attributed. It 
vas general throughout 
reland. In the fresh 
vaters it may be attri- 
uted to the unusually 

ow state of 1 he water 
uring the fishing sea-

Lbout Is. 6(7. per ( 
lb. for spawning 
fish, 7(7. for peal.

Jhiefly f<Vnd°onfttiMan°
Dublin, London,
Chester, &c-

Number of bailiffs cm- 
nloyed thinu^ close sou- 
son of

Ditto, 1865, 112.
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No. 12.
as to the State of the Salmon and Inland Fisheries.

Whether the 
quantity of 

Breeding Fish 
observed iu tho 
Rivers lias been 

greater or less than 
preceding Year.

Whether Offences 
against tho 

Fishery Laws 
have diminished.

Whether the
Fisheries have 

been more injured, 
by pollution from 
Manufactories or 

otlmrwi.se, in 1865, 
than in 1864.

Suggestions 
from Conservators.

Number of Water 
Bailiffs employed.

For what length of 
time employed.

Rato of Wages paid by 
tho Conservators-

Greater. Fishing for Sal
mon under pre
tence of fishing 
for other fish 
is on the in
crease.

The salmon fish
ing of the river 
at all times of 
drought expos
ed to great 
danger from the 
number of che
mical and gas 
works which 
discharge into 
its tideways. 
However, no 
recent destruc
tion has been 
detected.

That all engines used for fish
ing in waters frequented by 
salmon be subject to licence 
duty.

1 inspector.
1 water bailiff.
2 Ditto.
1 Ditto.
1 Ditto.
1 Ditto.
1 Ditto.
1 Ditto.

All the year.
Ditto. 
Ditto.
Ditto.

For 5| months. 
Ditto.

For 6 months.

At £62 a year.
„ £31 4s. a year.
„ £20 a year.
„ £10 „

Paid £32 6s.
„ £14 8s.
„ £9 15s.
„ £4 16s.

Greater. Diminished. No manufac
tories.

12 water bailiffs.
5 Ditto.

During close season. 
„ open „

Inspector and assist
ant bailiff during 
the year, together 
with 3 other bailiffs 
who received a low 
rate of wages in the 
open season.

7s. Gd. to 8s. per week in close 
season, and 2s. 6<7. and 
3s. Gd. for weekly close sea
son. Inspector 15s. a week 
in close season, and 8s. iu 
open season.

It is said the 
rivers are full 
of breeding fish.

Not greater than 
in former years.

Not more so. 117 water bailiffs. 7 yearly.
13 Ditto.

2 during open 
season.

2 for 3 mouths.
9 Ditto.

65 for close season.
17 Ditto.

2 Ditto.

At £2 a month.

11 11

„ £2
„ £1 10s. a month.
„ £1 10s.
„ £2 a month.
„ £5 each.

Plenty of breed
ing fish in 
every river and 
every mountain 
stream.

Not many of
fences.

No pollutions. Equalizing licences on rods all 
over Ireland.

In close season 
about 60; often 
more, some
times less.

Put on early, about 
1st Nov. to middle 
of Dec.; some to 1st 
February- and later; 
some remain all the 
year round on fish 
passes and tideways.

10s. per week to head bailiffs 
and 6s. to the others.

About the same. Diminished. About the same. Fish passes wanted over Cork 
Waterworks, and other weirs 
in district. A uniform rate 
of licences for rods. Fish 
passes to be paid for out of 
public funds of Board of 
Public Works.

In close season 
about 24. In 
open season 6.

Principally during 
the close time.

Usually 8s. per week.

About the same. Diminished. No manufac
tories.

2 paid entirely 
by Conserva
tors, and 3 
partly by Con
servators and 
partly by Fish
ery Association.

All the year. 2s. Gd. per week.

Greater. Diminished. No pollution 
from manufac
tories.

<5 during past 
year.

2 entire year.
1 Ditto.
1 Ditto.
1 Ditto.

At £11 14s. per annum.
„ £3 from Conservators.
» £2 5s. „
., £2 0s. Gd. „

The difference between these 
sums and £11 14s. having 
been made up by private 
subscriptions.

Greater, and very 
good prospects 
expected.

Nearly doubled. No manufac
tories.

No licence should be issued 
for a rod before 1st April. 
From 6 to 12 spent fish 
killed each day in February, 
which diminishes the spawn
ing fish greatly.

About 16. For the year round. £2 to £6 for the year, and in 
addition they’ receive from 
£1 to £4 from the proprie
tors.

Leas. Diminished. No. 20.
1.
7.
8.

30.

1.

1.
6.
1.
1.

For about 4 months.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto. 

A whole year.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.

For about 3 months.

At £2 10s. each.
» ,1
’> £'’ n
>» £4 „
„ £3 10s. „
„ £’8
1, £4
„ £9
u £3 n
11 £0 ,,
» £2
„ £2 ”

Considerably 
greater than 
1864.

No. of convic
tions in 1864. 
119; in i860, 
123.

No injury. 33 permanently.
40 during the 
open season for 
netting, and 54 
between that 
and commence
ment of spawn
ing season. No. 
at present 112.

Some permanently, 
others during open 
season, and an ad
ditional number 
during close season.

Varies from 5s. to£l Per week.

F 2

otlmrwi.se
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Appendix.
Abstract of Statements from Clerks of Boards of Conservators

Number 
and Name of 

District.

General state of the Salmon 
and Inland 

Fisheries of Ireland.

Whether the take of 
Salmon in 1865 was more 
or less productive than 

in 1864, and to what is the 
increase or decrease 

attributed.

Average price 
of Salmon obtained 

by the captors.

Whether Salmon purchased fo 
Exportation, and if so, what 

proportion docs it bear to that 
purchased for Home Supply, 

and to what Market is it 
principally sent.

r
The amount of Protection 

during Close Season 
of 1865, as compared with 

preceding year of 1864.

9. Galway, Upon the whole, not so satisfactory. 
The quantity of fish captured has 
been less generally, and in some 
parts of district it is feared there 
is a falling off in number of fish on 
spawning beds.

Less productive, which is 
attributed to the un
usual dryness of the last 
two seasons.

About 9<Z. per lb.
|
| Nine-tenthsfor exportatioi 

to England.
Fully equal to any funnel 

year.

101. Ballyna- 
kill.

No improvement. Not so productive. About 6<7. per lb. About one-fourth for Dublin 
market.

Much the same.

102. Bangor, . Depressed and not improving. Less productive, and can
not ascribe a satisfac
tory reason.

— Almost all for exportation. Protection quite as full, 
in consequence of the 
continued employment 
of water-bailiffs by the 
owners of the tidal 
fisheries.

11. Ballina, ; Cannot say improving, last year's 
catch being less than previous year. 
Cannot say there is any prospect 
of further improvement.

Less productive. A small portion purchased 
for exportation; but can
not say the proportion it 
bears to that purchased 
for home supply.

£158 12s. Gd. less than 
1864 by the Conserva
tors.

12. Sligo, Same as usual. No improvement. Less. Gd. per lb. All exported. Good.

13. Bally shan
non.

Improving. There has been less 
poaching this season, from which 
improvement may be expected.

Some increase in the 
larger rivers. The smal
ler ones were too low in 
consequence of the dry 
weather. The coast 
fisheries and number of 
draft-nets very much 
increased.

Gid. per lb. Almost all exported to 
England. A1’*ncrcase*" Protection 

The constabulary give 
more aid.

14. Letter- 
kenny.

In some parts in a satisfactory state. 
Not improved since last return, 
generally, principally owing to the 
unprecedented drought; but im
provement is to be anticipated.

Less productive ; attri
buted to long drought, 
ami rivers being nearly 
dry.

February to May, 
Is. 8<Z. to 2s. per 
lb. ; and till Au
gust, Gd.

Almost all exported to Lon
donderry and Liverpool.

Rather increased, and the 
police continuing to 
afford their efficient aid.

151. London
derry.

In an improved state. The im
provement will depend on the 
efficiency of protection, and if 
means are used to prevent t rawlers 
destroying the breeding salmon as 
they come forward to the mouths 
of the breeding rivers.

About an average; but, 
on account of the dry 
weather, the fish was 
very late.

About (id. per lb. Nearly all sent to the Eng
lish market. The Derry 
market supplied at Id. 
per lb. under Liverpool 
price.

More effectual protec
tion, with an increased 
expenditure of one 
third over previous 
years, and a Head Water Inspector S 
on each river. 11

15*. Coleraine, Verv prosperous. They have im
proved, and every prospect of 
further improvement.

More productive. Sd. to 2s. Gd. per lb. Two-thirds for exportation. Much the same.
1

16. Ballycastle, Little or no change in the general 
state.

Less productive. 8d. to Is. per lb. Almost all exported to 
Liverpool.

Much the same a 
wat,er bailiffs; more 
retidered by lJlc Con
stabulary.

17. Drogheda,

1

mproving. Improvement espet ially 
in the Tidal Fisheries, and good 
prospects of further improvement.

|

More productive in the 
tidal and less in the in
land than preceding 
year.

About Is. per lb.

■
1
j
1

About 3 to 100 used for 
home, nearly all exported, 
Dubhn, Liverpool, &c.

_______________________

Much better, and an in
creased force of water 
bailiffs.
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No. 12.
as to the State of the Salmon and Inland Fisheries.

Whether the 
quantity of 

Breeding Fish 
observed in tlio 
Hirers lias been 

greater or less than 
preceding Year.

Whether Offences 
against the 

Fishery Laws 
have diminished.

Whether tho
Fisheries have 

icon more injured 
by pollution ftom 
Manufactories or 

otherwise, in 1805, 
than in 1864.

Suggestions 
from Conservators.

Number of Water 
Bailiffs employed.

For what length of 
time employed.

Rato of Wages paid by 
the Conservators.

Less in general, Diminished. No pollution. To provide greater facility Last year 20. Although employed , Inspector, £30 a-year.

it is feared. for salmon to get from the 
River of Galway to the

by the year are 
only on actual duty

Head bailiff, £10 „
Bailiffs—4 at £5 a-year each.

upper waters than is pro
vided by the present salmon 
ladder.

during the time the 
fish are on spawn
ing beds or getting 
to them, about 12 
weeks.

„ 6 „ £2 10s. ,,
2 .. £2 „

„ 1 „ 12s. a-week;
and as much more by the 
owners of several fisheries, 
who also employ over 200 
Ono bond bailiff so employed

Not quite so Increased. To extend bounds of district 30 appointed by

is paid over £80 a-year; 
another, £45.

Head bailiff has £10 a-year;
numerous as 
last year.

as applied for. Conservators.
15 by propric-

remainder, 30s. to 40s. for 
close season.

Not injured.
tors of rivers.

Greater. Diminished. To prohibit removal of gravel G6. Water bailiffs from £2 each for the time they are

•

from rivers, ami to permit 
the use of small meshed 
nets, so as to kill, and to 
shorten angling season.

Sept, to end of 
April.

Inspectors continued.

employed.

£5 to £10 per annum.

In some rivers i In the open sea- No injury. To alter the season for ang- 240 la.-t close Generally commenc- Paid 10s. to £5 each.
son increased. ling, as requested by rcsolu- season. 12 last ingin Oct. and ends Paid £3 10s. to £6 each.
In the close sea- tion ot October, 1864. And open senson. as soon as salmon Sum expended last year,
son decreased. great encouragement is held 

out to persons infringing 
the laws, by the frequent 
reduction of penalties by the 
Lord Lieutenant.

fry have gone tosea. £304 5s. This year, the 
funds having fallen oil’, they 
have only been able to allo
cate £102. The proprietors 
of the tidal fisheries have to 
pay large sums for protection. 
Those of the Ballina fishery

Much the same.
Much the same. No injury. Season for Sligo river should 1 head bailiff for By the year.

alone expend over £1,000 a- 
year.

At £10 per annum.
Not many of
fences.

open and close sooner. Ballisodare.
13 other ditto.

1 for Bonet river
2 for Drumclifle
7 other ditto.

Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.

For the close season. 1

At £3 ditto.
At £15 ditto.
At £10 ditto.
At £2 10s. each.

> Diminished. Less, from steep- That the particular attention 132 at present;
ing flax. ot the Coast Guard should but a far great- yearly.;lS last jeni on be directed to the coast fish- er number arean a\eiao • ings to prevent breach of 

weekly close season and fish
ing without licence.

employed by 
the proprietors

Diminished. Not more than A free pass in many mill weirs 61.r.. ...me riveis a
.\i railing off'

preceding year. much required, and. if car
ried out, would tend con
siderably to the increase of

year. 37 at £3 „
6 at £2 10s. a-year.

lltiiec i»
in.’l mill weir 
having been

salmon,at pj-esentprevented 
from free migration.

2 at £2 a-year.
1 at 10s. „

14 varying.

built up-

Greater.
Diminished in 

some districts, 
increased in 
others, he-

The fishings are 
injured by the 
fish being
killed at the

To make it compulsory on 
mill owners t o put on guards 
on sluices to prevent fish 
being killed.

About LsO, in
cluding 8
Scotch keepers.

For 2 months in 
spawning season 
and 6 weeks when

£4 10s. to £5.
Scotch keepers £30 each.

cause they are mill carries fry descending.
now closely andinsufllcient

1 watched and 
detected.

passes.

Much greater.
Diminished. No pollution. to prohibit the capture of 1 inspector.

pollen by draft nets. 2 deputy in- are appointed till
Bailiffs from £5 to £8 each,

spectors.
47 bail ills.

they are suspended 
or dismissed it is 
understood theyare

s.,l as great. Increased, ifany- Less injured. It would be of great benefit 11 yearly.
16 during close 

i season.

in pay of the Board.

11 yearly.
16 during close sea

son.

7s to 8s. per weekthing. to the tidal fisheries of this 
district if the Rann and its 
tributaries were better pro
tected. The Agivey very |
much poached.

...mt the same
Diminished. Very much, by 

flax water and
No. 1 head water- By tho year.

afewmanufuc- bailin'. Ditto.

1

tories. 8 sub ditto.
18 ditto.

During dose season.

1

Paid £1 ditto.
i 2 at £1 10s. per month.

3 at 15s. ditto.
13 at £1 ditto.
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Appendix, 
Nos. 13 & 14.

Appendix, 
Certificates granted by the Special Commissioners for Irish Fisheries, in pursuance of the 

Fixed -Engines for fishing

No. Place. Name of Person to whom 
Certificate granted.

Date of 
Certificate.

District in which 
net situated. Townland. Parish.

1 Sea oil co. Londonderry, Henry O'Neill,
1865.

31 August, . Coleraine, . East Ballygelagh, Ballyaghran,
9 Ditto, Antrim, A. G. Fullerton, 5 September, 1865, Ballycastle, Larrybane, Ballintoy, .
3 Ditto, .... Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, 

Kenmare, .
Carrickaraide, . Ditto,

4 Kenmare River, E. B. Ilartopp, 16 January, 1866, Rath, Kilcroliane,
5 Sea off co. Antrim, Thomas Black, 2 October, 1865, Ballycastle, Portrush, . Dunluce, .
6 Ditto, .... Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto,
7 Ditto, .... Sir E. MacNaghten, Ditto, Ditto, Portbradden, Ballinlog, .
8 Ditto, .... Thomas Black, Ditto, Ditto, Portrush, . Dunluce, .
9 Ditto, .... Earl of Antrim, Ditto, Ditto, Torr, 

Portrush, .
Culfeightrin,

10 Ditto, .... Thomas Black, Ditto, Ditto, Dunluce, .
11 Ditto, .... Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto,
12 Ditto, .... Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto,
13 Ditto,. .... Sir Alan E. Bellingham, . 28 October, . Drogheda,. Dunany, . Dunany, .

14 Ditto, .... J. C. Anderson, Ditto, Ballycastle, Dunseverick, Dunseverick,
15 Ditto, .... Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto,
16 Ballycotton Bay, . John Litton, . 31 October, . Lismore, . Kilmahon, Kilmahon,
17 River Shannon, William B. Barrington, . 7 November, Limerick, . Ballyhoolahan, . Logliill,
18 Sea off co. Louth, . John F. Jones, 16 November, Drogheda, . Drahanstown, . Dunany, .

19 Barrow, otherwise Suir, Nore, Lord Templemore, . 4 December, Waterford, Nook, St. James’s,

20

and Barrow conjoined.

Lough Foyle, The Irish Society, .
1866.

2 January, . Londonderry, . Grandsha, Glendermott, .

21 Ditto.................................... Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto,

22 Ditto, .... Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, Ditto,

23 River Erne, .... Alicia Sheil, . 20 January, . Donegal, . Fenner, Innismacsaint, .
24 River Shannon, S. Cunningham, — Clare, Ailroebeg, Kilfidane, .

Appendix No. 14.
Regulations for the Elections of Conservators of Fisheries.

Salmon Fisheries Acts, Ireland.—Acts 5th and 6th 
Vic., chap. 106 ; 7th and 8th Vic., chap. 108; 8th 
and 9th Vic., chap. 108; 9th and 10th Vic., chap. 
114; 11th and 12th Vic., chap. 92 ; 13th and 14th 
Vic., chap. 88; 26th and 27th Vic., chap. 114.

notice.
Wo, the Special Commissioners for Irish Fisheries, 

hereby call the attention of all whom it may concern 
to the following provisions of the Fishery Acts, and 
Regulations we are empowered to make under those 
Acts, respecting the Elections of Conservators of Fish
eries. Section 28 of the Act 26 and 27 Vic., c. 114, 
enacts—“That on the First Monday in the month of 
October, in the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and 
Sixty-four, all existing Boards of Conservators shall 
cease, and new Boards shall be elected.” And it is 
prescribed by the said Acts, and we do hereby fix and 
direct that the following Forms and Regulations shall 
be observed at the said elections: —

1. The Boards of Conservators shall fix and publish 
notice of the times and places for the meetings of 
electors, in each electoral division, for the election of 
Conservators for the same.

2. Two weeks’ notice thereof shall be given by hand
bills and advertisements in two or more newspapers 
circulating in the district.

3. The meetings for elections shall commence at the 
hour named in the notice to be published by the Boards 
of Conservators, and no votes shall be received after 
four o’clock in the afternoon of the day so fixed.

4. All persons shall be entitled to vote at such meet
ings who shall have paid licence duty for the current 
year, within the electoral division, for which such 
meeting is held.

5. All such persons shall choose a chairman to preside 
at such meeting, who shall receive the votes of the 
electors.

6. No person shall be eligible for the office of con
servator in any electoral division in which he docs not 
reside or possess real property.

7. AU persons shall produce their licences for the 
current year at the time of voting ; and such licence 
shall not be received unless it shall have been taken out 
on or before the day prior to the day of election.

8. All persons entitled as aforesaid to vote at such 
meetings shall be entitled to have a vote or votes thereat, 
according to the following scale (that is to say) if the 
licence duty paid—

Shall not amount to £2, . . . One vote.
Shall amount to . £2, and not amount £~>, Two votes.
Shall amount to . £5, jEIO, Three votes.
Shall exceed . . .£10, . . Four votes.
9. All persons voting by proxy shall endorse upon 

their licence the name of the proxy whom they authorize 
to vote for them ; and the said licence shall be produced 
at the time of voting by the said proxy, such proxy 
being a qualified elector.

10. The chairman of such meetings respectively shall 
declare the persons elected to act as conservators as soon 
as convenient, and shall certify under his hand the 
election of each conservator, and furnish him with a 
certificate, which shall be sufficient authority for him to 
act as such conservator ; and shall also, within four 
days after such election, cause a list of such conservators 
with a statement of the residence and post-town of each, 
to be transmitted to our office, 4 Dawson-street, Dublin. 
And shall also publish the said list in one or more news
papers circulating in the district.

11. If in any district one or more persons shall pos
sess a several or exclusive fishery or fisheries therein 
as owner, lessee, or occupier, valued under the Acts for 
the more effectual relief of the Destitute Poor in Ire
land at one hundred pounds yearly or upwards, he or 
they shall be entitled to sit with the elected conservators 
for such district, and shall be deemed e.c-ojjicio a con
servator or conservators for the same, so Jong as op 
they shall possess such fishery or fisheries, and shall 
have a vote in all matters, and have all the powers 
and privileges under the Act which the elected conser
vators may individually possess : provided always, that 
when a fishery so rated shall be held by several persons
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No. 13.
provisions of the 6th section of the Act 26th and 27th Vic., c. 114, for maintaining and using 
for Salmon or Trout. •

Appendix 
Nos. 13 to L

Barony. County. Description 
of Fixed Net. Particulars of Size, &c. Observations.

Coleraine,

Carey,

Londonderry, Bag-Net, . Net, 138 yards—first pole from shore, 12 yards; 
last do., 150 yards.

Antrim, . Ditto, Leader, 72 yards; net, 20 yards, Larrybane net.Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, Leader, 50 yards; net, 20 yards, Carnckaraide net.Dunkerron, S., Kerry, Ditto, Leader, 240 feet; net, 5-1 feet.
Lower Dunluce, Antrim, . Ditto, Leader, 600 feet; net, 66 feet, .... Curran net.

Ditto, . Ditto, . Ditto. Leader, 330 feet; net, 66 feet, . Big Duncan net.
Carey, Ditto, Ditto, Leader, 2-16 feet; net, 84 feet, .... Portbradden net.
Lower Dunluce, Ditto, Ditto, Leader, 330 feet; net, 66 feet, . Skerryvan net.
Carey, Ditto, . Ditto, Leader, 150 feet; net, 48 feet, . Torr net.
Lower Dunluce, Ditto, Ditto, Leader, 240 feet; net, 66 feet, .... Little Duncan net.

Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto, Leader, 288 feet; net, 66 feet, .... Portneen net.
Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto, Leader, 330 feet; net, 66 feet, .... Flagstaff net.

Ferrard, . Louth, Head Weir, South side, 627 feet; east side, 204.} feet; Fish

Antrim, .

1 Pass, south side, 3J feet; open at end in river, 
41 feet.

Carey, Bag-Net, . Net. 316 feet; head, 63 feet.
Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto, Ditto, ditto.

Imokilly, . Cork, Ditto, 271 feet.Shanid, . Limerick, Fly-Net, . Weir, lf)0 feet; H.W.M. to in-pole, 90 feet.
Dunany . Louth, Bag-Net, . Leader, 360 feet; bag, 42 feet; first pole, 300 feet

from fixed point on shore.
Shelburne, Wexford, Head Weir, Shore wing, 225 feet; channel wing, 94 feet; space Buttermilk Castle weir.

between shore wing and rock, 45 feet.

Tirkeeran, Londonderry, Stake-Net, In-pole of Shore Leader to outer pole of same, 153 The Crook net.
feet; out-pole of do. to do. of Ebb Leader, 82 feet; 
out-pole of chambers of net channelwards, 17 feet.

Ditto,Ditto, a Ditto, In-pole of Shore Leader to outer pole of same, 196 The Shell Rock net.
feet; out-pole of do. to do. of Flood Leader, 112 
feet; out-pole of chambers of net channelwards,
22 feet.

Ditto, . Ditto, • Ditto, In-pole of Shore Leader to outer pole of same, 262
feet; out-pole of do. to do. of Flood Leader, 152

The Chapel Brook net.

feet.
Tyrbugli, . Donegal, . Ditto, Land arm, 210 yards flood.
Clonderlaw, Clare, Ditto, Wing, 42 yards; ebb wing, 41 yards.

as owners, lessees, or occupiers, one person alone shall 
sit and act as a conservator as aforesaid in respect of 
such fishery.

12. Magistrates paying licence duty, and being owners 
of land abutting on rivers or lakes in any district, may 
act and vote as ex-officio members of any board of con
servators elected for any such district.

13. The persons elected as aforesaid, together with 
the said ex-officio conservators {vide 9 and 10), shall 
conjointly form a board of conservators of fisheries for

such district, and shall continue to hold office for three 
years from the time of their election, when a new board 
shall be elected in like manner, and so in like manner 
at each triennial election.

Given under our hands, and under the common seal 
of the Commissioners, this 1st day of September, 1S64.

{Seal.)
Frederick. Eden. 
Wallace Houstoun. 
R. J. Lane.

Appendix, No. 15.
Quantity of Salmon Conveyed by the different Railways for the year ending 31st December, 1865, 

and Rates of Carriage of Salmon.
Waterford and Limerick Railway.

Tons. cwts. qrs. lbs. £ s- d.
To England via Holyhead, . 31 14 2 22 at average rate of G 15 0 per ton. 
„ do. Milford, . 34 2 1 26 charged at 6 10 0 ' „
„ Dublin, . . . . G8 8 1 3 do. 3 0 0 „

Total, . . . 131 5 1 23

Limerick and Foynes Railway.
Foyncs to Limerick, 10G tons, Rato, 8s. Id. per ton.

Midland Great Western Railway.
Salmon, 116 tons, 18 cwt., 0 qrs., 14 lbs.

By Passenger Trains.

Fine Fish, including 
Salmon, Turbot, Sole, 

and Lobster.

Per Cwt. up 
to Five Cwt.

PerCwt.ovei 
Five Cwt.

To Broadstone from Galway, 1 
„ Oranmorc,

8. d. 5. d.

„ n Castlerea,
» „ Sligo,
« „ Ballysadare, J

2 0 1 6

By Passenger Trains.

Fine Fish, including 
Salmon, Turbot, Sole, 

and Lobster.

Per Cwt. up 
to Five Cwt.

PerCwtover 
Five Cwt.

s. d. ' 8.
To Broadstone from Collooney, | 9. 0 1 6„ „ Atbenry, j

„ » Athlone, 1 9 1 3
„ ,, Castlebar, 2 6 2 0
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No. 16.
Great Southern and Western Bailway.

Salmon, 280 tons.
Rates of Carriage of Salmon per Great Southern and Western Railway.

Rates for Salmon to Dublin.

Dublin and Drogheda Railway.
678 hampers and boxes of Salmon, at 2s. 6d. per cwt., equal to about 24 tons 16 cwt.

Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway.
From Enniscorthy to Dublin, 3 tons 4 cwt. 3 qrs. 14 lbs., forwarded only by Passenger Trains at 2s. per cwt.

Irish North Western Railway.
128 tons 10 cwt. 2 qrs.

Piates of Carriage of Fish—Enniskillen to Dundalk, 18s. per tou ; Derry to Enniskillen, 20s. 9d. per ton ; Derry 
to Dublin, via Enniskillen, 3s. 6d. per cwt. ; Derry to Dublin, via Portadown, 3s. 3cZ. per cwt.

Appendix, No. 16.
Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., in force, relating to the Salmon Fisheries.

Place affected by 
By-Law, 

and Date thereof.
Nature of By-Law.

Place affected by 
By-Law, 

and Date thereof.
Nature of By-Law.

River Liffey,
(19th Jan., 1865.)

River Slaney, Co.
Wexford,

(25th March, 1854, 
and4th March, 1862.)

River Lee, Co. of the
City of Cork, 

(7th January, 1863. J

Argideen River,
(24th Feb., 1860.)

River Shannon, .
(5th Feb., 1856.)

River Shannon, 
(22nd Nov., 1862.) i

•

Prohibiting the catching, or attempting to catch, 
Salmon with any Net of greater length than 
350 yards, in that part of the River Liffey 
which is situated between the Weir known as 
the Island Bridge Weir and a line drawn due 
North from Poolbeg Lighthouse.

Prohibiting, during the Close Season for Salmon, 
the use of Nets of any kind whatsoever, be
tween Ferrycarrig Bridge and the Town of 
Enniscorthy.

Prohibiting, during the Open Season for Salmon, 
the use of Nets with meshes of less size than 
one and three-quarter inches from knot to knot, 
between Ferrycarrig Bridge and the Town of 
Enniscorthy.

Prohibiting, during the Close Season for Salmon, 
the use of Draft Nets, or any other Net or 
Nets used as a Draft Net, having a foot-rope 
and leads or weights affixed thereto, within the 
following limits, viz.:—in that part of the River 
Lee, situate between Patrick’s Bridge, in the 
City of Cork, and a line drawn across the said 
River Lee, from Blackrock Castle, on the 
south, to the Western extremity of the Town
land of Dunkettle, on the North.

Prohibiting the use of Nets of any kind whatso
ever in the tidal part of the river known as the 
Argideen River, in the County of Cork, situa- 
ted between the junction of the Owenkeagh or 
Blind River with the said Argideen River and 
the Bridge of Timoleague, all in the Barony of 
the East Division of East Cai bevy, and County 
of Cork.

Prohibiting Net Fishing in that part of the River 
Shannon0 between Wellesley Bridge and the 
Railway Bridge, between 1st Jone and 12th 
February.

First.—Prohibiting, between the 20th day of 
July and 1st day of November in each year, 
the use of Draft Nets, or any other Net or 
Nets used as a Draft Net, h :ving a foot-rope 
and leads or weights affixed thereto, within the 
following limits, viz.: in that part of the River 
Shannon situate between the Fishing Weir 
known as the Lax Weir, and a line drawn due 
North and South across the said River Shan- 0 
nonatthe Western exiremityof Graigw Island, I 

Second.— Prohibiting Draft Nets for the cap- i 
ture of Fi-h of any kind, of a mesh less than 0 
one and three-quarter inches from knot to knot, J 
to be measured along the side of the square, or I 
seven inches to be measured all round each J

Lough Ree, River 
Shannon,

(27th August, 1858.; 
River Maigue, 
(17th Oct., 1864.)

Cast lemaiue Estuary. 
(27th Oct., 1858.)

Killarney District, 
(8th Feb., 1865.)

Lough Neagh, 
(22nd April, 1846, 

and 24th Feb., 1860.)

Gal way Ri ver, Lough 
Corrib, &c., 

(24th July, 1846.)

Clare and Clare-Gal
way or Turlough- 
rnore Rivers, Co. 
(ialway,

(22nd Dec., 1862.)

Teelin Estuary, 
(24th Feb., I860.)

such mesh, such measurements being taken in 
the clear when the Net is wet, in the tidal 
parts of the River Shannon, or in the tidal 
parts of any of the Rivers flowing into the said 
River Shannon.

Permitting the use of Nets in Lough Ree, having 
a mesh of five inches in the round, measured 
when the Net is wet.

Prohibiting the use of Draft Nets between Ferry 
Drawbridge and the old Bridge of Adare.

Prohibiting, during the Salmon Close Season, 
the use of Draft Nets having a foot-rope and’ 
leads or weights affixed thereto, in the Estuary 
of Castlemaine inside the Bar of Inch.

Prohibiting the catching, or attempting to catch 
Salmon in any tidal water with a Spear’ 
Lyster, Otter, Strokehaul, Drew-draw or 
Gaff, except when the latter instrument ’may 
be used solely as auxiliary to angling with 
rod and line, or for the purpose of removing 
fish from any legal Weir or Box by the owner 
or- occupier thereof.

Permitting Pollen to be taken by Trammel or 
Set Nets composed of Thread or Yarn of a lin(> 
texture, not less than ten hanks to the pound 
weight, doubled and twisted with a mesh of not 
less than one inch from knot to knot, from 
the 1st of March to the 29th September.’

Prohibiting the use of the Instrument, commonly 
called Strokehaul or Snatch, or any other such 
instrument, in River Galway, Loughs Corrib 
or Mask, or their Tributaries.

Prohibiting the use of Nets of any kind whatso- 
ever in any part of the Rivers known as the 
Clare and the Clare-Galway or Turloughnmre 
Rivers. in the County of Galwav. above the 
junction of the said Rivers with Lough Corrib 
in the County of Galway.

Prohibiting the use of Nets for the capture of 
‘ith ol any kind, with meshes of less than one 

inch from knot to knot, (to be measured along 
the side of the square, or four inches to be 
measured all round each such mesh, such mea
surements being taken in lheclearwhcn the N(q 
is wet,) on that part of the coast of the County 
of Donegal inside, or to the North-east and 
North of lines drawn from Rossau Point 
Teelin Head, and from Teelin Head to (’arri 
gan Head, and from Carrigan Head to Muck- 
ross Point, all in the Barony of Bannagb, and 
County of Donegal.

From Limerick Junction :
Packages from 22 to 56 lbs., . Is. Gd. each.

» j, 51 to 84 „ . 2s. Od. „
„ „ 85 to 112 „ . 2s. Gd. „
„ Above 1 cwt., . 2s. Gd. per cwt.

From Limerick :
Packages from 22 to 56 lbs., . 2s. Od. each.

,, „ 5 1 to 84 „ . 2s. Gd. „
,j 85 to 112A X^ ,, . 3s. Od. „

„ Above 1 cwt., . 3s. Od. per cwt.
From Fermoy :

Packages from 29 to 56 lbs., . 2s. Od. each.
„ „ 57 to 84 „ . 2s. Gd. „
„ » 85 to 112 „ . 3s. Od. „
„ Above 1 cwt., 0s. 9rf. for every

| cwt. or part of a | cwt.

From Killarney :
Packages from 22 to 56 lbs., . 2s. Od. each.

„ 57 to 84 „ . 3s. 3d. ,,
„ 85 to

Above
H2 „ . 4s. Od. „

1 cwt., . 4s. Od. per cwt.

From Tralee •
Packages from 22 to 56 lbs., . 3s. 0<7. each.

„ 57 to 84 „ . 3s. 9d. ,,
„ 84 to 112 4s. Gd. „
Above 1 cwt., . 4s. Gd. per cwt.

From Cork ; »
Packages from 22 to 56 lbs., . 2s. Od. each

1} „ 57 to 84 „ . 2s. Gd. „
V „ 85 to 112 „ . 3s. Od. „

Above 1 cwt., . 3s. Od. per cwt.
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Appendix No. 17. Appendix.
Nos. 17 & 18.

List of Stone Weirs in Ireland used for Salmon Fishing, with their Breadth, and the size of the ----
Queen’s Gap or share maintained therein respectively.

Weir.

Name op

Breadth of 
Stream.

Size of 
Queen’s Gap 

previous to 
passing of 

20 & 27 Vic., 
c. 114.

OBSERVATIONS.

Fishery District. River. Weir.

Ballinakill, Bundorragha, . Bundorragha, .
Ft. in.

about GO 0
Ft. in.
10 0 Not now used.

Bangor,
Ass or Errivc, . Ashleagh, „ 60 0 No gap, Ditto.
Owenmore, Goulamore, „ 429 0 No gap. Ditto.
Munhim, . Munhim, . „ 34 0 No gap, Ditto.

Ballina, Moy, Ballina, . 341 8 No gap. Gap opened 34 feet 2 inches.
Ditto, Foxford, . . 295 10 11 0 Gap opened 29 feet 7 inches.

Sligo, Sligo, 432 0 No gap, Not now used.
A fishing mill-dam. Plan of pass prepared.Ballyshanuon, . River Erne, Ballyshanuon, . 284 0

Bundrowes, . Bundrowes, 68 4 No gap, Gap ordered by Special Commissioners to

Inver, about 105 0 No gap, Not now used.

Coleraine, .
Ditto, Eske. . . • . „ 82 0 No gap, Ditto.

Bann, The Cutts of Coleraine, 455 0 18 0 A fishing mill-dam. Pass, 30 ieet in breadth.

Ballycastle, Bush, 230 0 No gap, . Gap opened 1’2 feet 9 inches.
Drogheda,. Boyne, Oldbridge, 240 0 22 6 Gap opened 24 feet.

Ditto, Rosnaree, 300 0 13 and 35 Gap opened 30 feet.
Ditto, Newgrange, 224 0 Postponed for further inquiry.

Letterkenny, Leenane, . Rathmelton, 159 0 No gap, Two Gaps ordered by Spec al Commissioners

Lackagh, . Lackagh,. 211 0 No gap, Gap to be opened 20 feet.
Gweebarra, Gweebarra, 109 0 No gap, Not now used.
Owenea, . Owenea, . 145 0 No gap, Gap ordered to be opened 14J feet.

Londonderry, Finn, Killygordon, about 198 0 No gap, Gap not determined. eir not fished.
Buncrana, Buncrana, 180 0 No gap,

47 0
Gap ordered to be opened lb ieet. 
Gap, 60 feet.Waterford, Note, Innistiogue, 173 0

Ditto, Rockview, 98 0 47 0 Do. 78 feet.
Ditto, Jerpoint, 99 0 49 0 Do. 66 leet.
Ditto, Dysart, 93 0 44 0 Do. 47 feet.

Suir, Coolnamuck, . 176 0 45 0 Do.
Tay, . . . Woodhouse, 55 0 No gap, Do. 6 feet.

Lismore, ... Blackwater, Lismore Weir, . 315 0 No gap, Gap opened 31 feet 6 inches.

Cork, Lee, The North Lee Fish- 408 0 No gap, A fishing mill-dam. Not now fished.

Ditto,

ery Weir or '* Hayes’
Weir.”

The weir above Wei- 780 0 No gap, Ditto.

Ditto,
lington Bridge.

“ The Upper Gill Ab- 378 0 No gap, Ditto.

Ditto,
bey Weir.”

“ The Sugar House 117 0 No gap, Ditto.

Killarney, . Carra,
Weir.”

160 0 No gap, Gap opened 16 feet.
Waterville or Cur- under 40 0 No gap, Extension of weekly close season from noon

Limerick,

raun.

Shannon, . Lax Weir, 840 0 21 0

on 1" riday to noon ou Monday ordered 
instead of gap, stream being under 40 
feet—26 & 27 Vic., c. 114. s. 11.

Gap opened 50 feet.

Galway, . Galwav, . Galway Salmon Weirs, 205 10 16 0 Gap opened 20 feet 7 inches.
Owenmore or Great Ballinahinch Trout 228 0 No gap, Gap ordered by Special Commissioners to

River.
Spiddal, .

and Salmon Weirs. 
Spiddal Salmon Weir, variesgreatly; No gap,

be opened 22 ieet. 
Ditto, 12 feet.

Furbough, . The Furbough Salmon
283 0 to 12 0

14 0 No gap, Ditto, 3 feet.

Appendix, No. 18.
Rivers, the Tidal and Fresh Water Boundaries of which have been defined.

G

River. Boundary. Date.

Suir, .
N ore,
Barrow, . .
Shannon,
Fergus, .
Liffey, .
Maigue,.
Lee, , •
Bandon, • •
Carragh, . .
Laune, . . .
Maine, .

Moy,
Inch,
Slaney, . •

A line drawn across river at and opposite to the most up-stream part of the Coolnamuck M eir, 
The Innistiogue Bridge,........................................................  • • . • / „ :
The lowest Weir or Dam used for navigation purposes, near St. Mullins, m county Carlow, . 
The Weir or Dam known as the Corbaily Mill Weir, . • • • • • .’
The Bridge commonly known as the New Bridge, immediately below the Club House, at hnnis, 
The Weir or Dam on said river known as the Island Bridge Weir, . .
The Bridge across river immediately outside and seaward of the Adare Demesne, .
The Weir or Dam at the Water Works of Cork, known as. the \\ ater Works M eir, .
The Bridge at Iimoshannon, known as the Innoshannon Bridge, . . • •
The Carragh Bridge, being the bridge immediately seaward of the Salmon Weir, .
The shallow at the head of the Pool, commonly called the Cat 1 ool, . . . . •
A straight line drawn across river at right angles with its course at the boundary between the 

townlands of Coolclieve and Ballyfiuuane, • • . ‘ ' ' " * ’
The foot of the falls immediately below the Weirs at Ballina,................................................
Ahare Bridge, ......................................................................................................................................
Enniscorthy Bridge,

16th March, 1864.
16th March, 1864.
16th March, 1864.
9th April, 1864.
9th April, 1864.

12th August, 1864.
12th August, 1864.
12th August, 1864
19th January, 1865.
19th January, 1865.
26th July, 1865.

26th July, 1865.
26th July, 1865.

1st February, 1866.
1st February, 1866.
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Appendix, 
No. 19. Appendix, No. 19.

Copy of Report to Chief Secretary for Ireland on State of Limerick Fisheries, dated 
7th September, 1865.

Sir,—V e have the honour to inform you that 
in accordance with your directions we have held 
an inquiry at Limerick into the working within 
that district of the Acts of Parliament under 
which the Boards of Conservators are appointed, 
and into the management of the Fisheries of the 
Shannon.

The following parties were severally represented 
by solicitors:—

The Board of Conservators.
The Clerk of the Board, and two other officers 

of the Board.
The Shannon Protection Society.
The Shannon Fishing Company, who are the 

proprietors of the Lax weir.
The Limerick Snap-net Fishermen.
Before stating the results of this inquiry, it 

may be well to refer briefly to the circumstances 
under which it was hold.

Complaints were made to us during the last 
autumn that great abuses were prevalent in the 
Limerick district, and our attention was parti
cularly directed to the manner in which the 
elections of Conservators had been conducted, 
and to the scandalous extent of poaching that 
was suffered to exist in the lower parts, tidal and 
fresh, of the Shannon. The apparently authentic 
character of these complaints induced us to refer 
to them in our Annual Report.

The powers of the Board have been, to a con
siderable extent, delegated to their Clerk, and 
he, in a letter addressed to you, Sir, in a report 
to the Limerick Board of Conservators, and in a 
lettei’ printed and publicly circulated, averred 
that we had been “ imposed on by incorrect in
formation, and challenged the fullest inquiry?

The report of the Clerk was followed by re
newed complaints, publicly preferred, as well as 
addressed to us by different persons. Wo fur
nished the Clerk with a precis of the complaints 
we had received, in order to enable him to meet 
or explain them when the inquiry ordered by you 
should be held. That inquiry, twice postponed, 
after -notice of it had been published, in conse
quence of the inability, unavoidable on his part, 
of the Clerk to attend, has been now concluded.

That the relative importance of the facts proved 
may be understood, it will be necessary that we 
should describe the manner in which the Boards 
of Conservators are formed, and the advantage 
that may be taken of defects in the Act under 
which they are constituted, and for that purpose 
we quote from our Report of last year :—

“ Acting under 11 and 12 Vic., c. 92, the then Com
missioners divided Ireland into fishery districts, and 
each district into two or more electoral divisions. A 
Board of Conservators was appointed for each district. 
This Board was composed of ex-olficio and of elected 
members. The ex-officio members consisted of owners, 
lessees, or occupiers of Several fisheries, valued under 
the Poor Law Act at £100 or upwards per annum— 
one person only being entitled to sit on the Board for 
each fishery.

“ The elected Conservators were chosen for each 
electoral division by persons paying licence duty, sec
tion 7 of 11 and 12 Vic., cap. 92, enacting that the 
‘elected Conservators shall be elected annually* by the 
persons who shall have paid licence duty, and been

* The election is made triennial by 13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 2.

licensed within each electoral division in the current 
year.’ Licence-holders were entitled to vote in person 
or by proxy, according to forms and regulations to be 
prescribed by the Commissioners. To each licence
holder was given one or more votes, not exceeding four, 
the number being in proportion to the amount of licence 
duty paid by him, and according to the following scale : 
—Under £2, one vote; under £5, two votes; under 
£10, three votes; over £10, four votes.

“ It was the intention of the Act that each subdivision 
of a fishery district, and consequently each interest in it, 
should be represented on the Board. That the men, for 
instance, who work their nefs in the tidal waters should 
meet the representatives of the rod fishers coining from 
the fresh rivers; and that whilst property should be 
represented to a certain extent in proportion to its 
amount, too great influence should not be vested in tho 
hands of an individual.

“ Grave complaints have been made to us, and the 
experience of the past year has shown, that this inten
tion has been defeated. It requires no great skill to 
calculate the strength of the different interests in the 
respective divisions. When such calculation is made 
it is most easy to defeat the intention of the Act. Not 
only can licences be taken out even after the season has 
closed, but a practice in contravention of the law has 
arisen of permitting men to fish without a licence, on 
the understanding that they would take one out in the 
course of the year. Such a disregard of the Act permits 
persons desiring to influence an election to delay taking 
out the licence until its approach ; and as the Act docs 
not in terms require the licence to be taken out in the 
electoral division where the engine is situated, the 
number of licences proper to any hostile division could 
be outvoted by a judicious transfer to it of the votes 
derived from payment of licence duty on engines used 
in another division fifty miles away.

Again, the licence duty must bo paid on each curine 
but such licence need not be made out in the name of 
the owner or lessee; and when the amount of duty paid 
exceeds the £10, which gives the maximum of four 
votes, the licence duty for the one property can be paid 
m the names of different persons, and the votes multi
plied to the full extent admitted of by the amount paid. 
Dexterous management of this description would place 
the control of the fisheries in the hands of a section of 
the Board; and it is in the power of an active and 
clever man to return the Board from whom he may 
immediately obtain an appointment and authority for 
the exercise of which ho is only responsible to those 
whom he returns.”

To this statement we must add for our present 
purpose—

1. That the Board arc empowered to appoint
and remove their clerk and other officers_ v. sec
19 of 11 and 12 Vic., c. 92.

2. That licences are directed to be sold by 
licensed Stamp Distributors, or by such persons 
as the Board of Conservators may appoint— 
sec. 30.

3. That accounts of sales of licences are to be 
furnished, setting forth the sums received for 
each engine, t^he name and residence of the pur
chaser, and the district and electoral division for 
which such licence has been obtained—sec. 32.

4. That security is required for any officer 
having the care or custody of money; and that 
such officer is further required to enter and keep 
a true account of all the moneys to be received by 
virtue of the Act, and of the application of the 
same—sec. 33.

5. That before any engine is used it must be
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duly licensed, sec. 8, and a penalty for non-ob
servance of this requirement is imposed by sec. 22.

The Limerick district comprises six electoral 
divisions, A and B being tidal, and C, D, E, F 
fresh-water divisions. Of the elected Conservators 
the tidal divisions, respectively, return six, and 
the fresh-water divisions each, three. Prior to 
the Act of the 28th July, 1863, there was but one 
ex-officio Conservator; subsequent to that Act, 
by the admission to the Board of all Magistrates 
paying licence duty, and being owners of land 
abutting on the rivers or lakes in the district, that 
number has been greatly increased.

We stated in our Report that the persons in
terested in the lower portion of the Shannon 
constituted the majority of the Board. As shown 
above, the number of elected Conservators is the 
same in the tidal as in the fresh-water divisions, 
and the number of ex-officio Conservators would 
probably now be greater in the latter than in the 
former; but the district is, to a great extent, 
managed by the Clerk and the Finance Committee; 
that Finance Committee is composed almost ex
clusively of persons residing in or near Limerick; 
and of the elected Conservators who arc members 
of it, eight out of ten represent the tidal divisions. 
It was sought to be shown that "some of these 
Conservators being rod-fishermen, wore more in
terested in the fresh waters than in the tidal; 
but the fact that they wore returned by the netting 
interests sufficiently refutes the assumption. 
Again, a most unwarrantable interference, to 
which wo shall presently recur, in the elections 
for the years 1860 and 1863 in Electoral Division 
D, by a bailiff holding eel-weirs in Division E, 
was justified on the ground of the preponderance 
at the Board of the tidal over the fresh-water 
interest. A reference to the Minute Book of the 
Board fully confirms the estimate formed by the 
bailiff of the strength of the respective parties. 
It shows that, from the appointment of the first 
Board, under the 11th and 12th Vic., c. 92, the 
tidal interest has had the ascendancy. For in
stance, wo find, in 1854, a proposed resolution to 
raise the licence duty on bag and fly nets from 
£2 10s. to £5 successfully met by an amendment, 
that “ the increased amount of duty proposed, 
amounts to a prohibition of the present mode of 
fishing on the Lower Shannon.” The licence on 
the former is now fixed by Act of Parliament at 
£10, and on the latter at £30. We even find 
resolutions passed in favour of the same interest 
which authorize, in some cases, a practice pro
hibited by law, and usurp, in others, the prero
gative of the Crown. In 1855, it was proposed, 
as a resolution, that the Clerk should be directed 
to prosecute every person who should use any 
engine on which the licence duty had not been 
paid; but an amendment -was carried, “that the 
Clerk bo allowed to recover the licences as here
tofore in other words, to allow stake weirs and 
fixed nets to be fished without payment of duty 
until May 1, and such was the rule observed 
until 1863.

The same book records orders given by the 
Board to discontinue prosecutions against stake- 
weir owners, or against the snap-net fishermen 
whose licences are taken out in tidal Division B ; 
and an entry in it shows that on June 16, 1863, 
a letter from the Magistrates at Knock, in’ Clon- 
deralaw Bay', was read, to the effect, that Daniel 
Molony (a Conservator) had been convicted for 
a breach of weekly close time ; and on the ground 
that the offence had been only an excess of about 

fifteen minutes, a resolution was passed, “ that 
the penalties be remitted, and the Clerk be 
directed not to enforce them.”

The Clerk is appointed annually by the Board, 
and his salary is =£150 per annum.

The Distributor of Licences is a separate officer, 
giving the security required and receiving the 
per-centage allowed by the Act. It has become 
however a practice in this district for the Clerk to 
obtain from the Distributor blank licence-books, 
apparently to any amount he might demand, to 
fill up the licences either as he received applica
tions for them, or more commonly at some subse
quent time, and to pay in the money sent him, 
sometimes in round, sometimes in exact sums to 
the Distributor and Treasurer’s Office. These 
books are printed in such a form as to show when 
filled up, to whom the licences have been issued, 
and the licences for each Electoral Division bear 
upon them the letter by which the division is 
known.

It was proved that in 1862 the Clerk had thus 
sent out licences to the amount of £242; in 1863, 
to the amount of £915; and in 1864, to the 
amount of £321.

It was proved that in the beginning of July, 
1863, there was an election of Conservators, and 
that the canvass was unusually close, in conse
quence, as stated by the Clerk, of another candi
date for his office seeking to dispossess him.

It was proved by a Parliamentary return pre
pared by the Clerk that in that year he had re
ceived up to May 26, £691 for licences not issued. 
In two cases the licences to considerable amounts 
were not filled up at the request of the persons 
applying for them, and that request was made in 
consequence of the forthcoming election, so as to 
enable the licence-holders to take out the licences 
in whatever Electoral Division would best secure 
the interests of their party. The Clerk stated 
that he would not have delayed the issue of any 
of the licences after receiving the money unless 
he had orders so to do from the parties applying 
or that he had not the information he required to 
fill up the forms. But it was also shown that the 
practice of not issuing the licences on receipt of 
the money for the same was common, and that by 
the sanction of the Board the licences for fixed 
engines were not required to be taken out until 
May 1 of each year.

It was also proved that it was the common 
practice for owners of engines fishing in one Elec
toral Division to take out the licences for those 
engines in another, with the object of influencing 
the elections; but to what extent this practice was 
resorted to in the election for 1863 we were un
able to ascertain.

The Clerk could assign no reason why licences 
to such an unusual amount as £915 passed through 
his hands during that year; ho declared that he 
was unable to remember the Electoral Division 
for which he issued any one of those licences, and 
the blocks of the licence-books, which would 
have furnished the information, were destroyed. 
On this point wre made careful inquiry.

It appeared that it was the custom yearly for 
the Finance Committee of the Board to destroy 
all the blocks when the Distributor's accounts were 
passed, unless, as often happened, the Clerk took 
the blocks away. It was proved that the blocks 
of 1863 wore returned by the Clerk to the Dis
tributor’s Office, and that, departing from the 
usual practice, these blocks were retained until 
Mav, 1865, and were then destroyed in that office.
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The Clerk asserted that they were destroyed by 
the Distributor’s Clerk, against his wishes and in
junction; the Distributor’s Clerk stated that on 
one occasion the Clerk of the Board requested 
him to retain them for the present, and that two 
months afterwards he burnt them, with the Clerk’s 
knowledge and consent; this latter officer then 
declared that he yielded to the importunity of the 
Distributor’s Clerk, who represented the great 
inconvenience that retaining them occasioned; 
and the Distributor’s Clerk being recalled, denied 
the importunity, though he asserted the incon
venience, and the blocks of the books of another 
year of similar numbers being produced, showed 
a bundle of about 12 inches long by 5 in thickness.

It was further proved that a new Board was 
formed under the Act of 1863 ; that the elections 
took place in October, 1864; that in this district 
an active canvass preceded them. In the summer 
of 1864 two owners of fixed nets situated in Divi
sion A wrote to the Clerk for licences. In July 
the Clerk issued the licences, and amongst them 
were some for B Division, sent, as the Clerk stated, 
because he had no more A licences printed; but 
it was also shown that very shortly before this 
election the head water bailiff of the Board, by 
the directions of the Clerk, canvassed the persons 
holding these B licences for a personal friend of 
the Clerk’s, obtained six votes, and sent them to 
the Clerk; that in the same year the watei' bailiffs, 
who are under the immediate control of the Clerk, 
were, with his knowledge, directed by the same 
candidate, when on their beats, to canvass and 
obtain votes for him; and that a water bailiff 
seconded the nomination of the six Conservators 
who were returned for letter B Division. But 
the Clerk solemnly swore that he never interfered 
in any manner in an election; and on being asked 
to reconcile his directions given to the head water 
bailiff with such a statement, said that the two per
sons from whom the bailiff obtained, by his direction, 
the licences for his friend, were his personal ene
mies; that the votes, therefore, were not given on 
his solicitation, but on that of the bailiff; and that 
further, ho only acted in his private capacity, and 
under the direction of a Conservator, which office 
his friend then filled. It was further proved that 
this candidate obtained the information that the 
votes for the engines in A could be polled in B,from 
the Clerk, who stated that he was bound to give 
any information in his power to a Conservator.

To such an extent has the practice prevailed 
of polling in one division the votes derived from 
engines fished in another, that in 1860 and 1863 
the head bailiff of Division E returned, by means 
of the licences for eel weirs he fished in that divi
sion, the three Conservators for the Fergus river, 
situated in Division D, against the protest of the 
legitimate voters, who were thus left entirely un
represented; and at the election of 1864 for 
Electoral Division E, votes were brought from all 
parts of the Shannon. It is right to add, that 
this practice, objectionable as it is, is not in con
travention of the letter of the Act, and that the 
Clerk protested that it prevailed against his 
wishes and desire; although it is difficult to recon
cile such a statement with the fact that he volun
tarily aided persons to resort to it to such an 
extent as we have shown; for it must be remem
bered that it was not his duty to issue licences at 
all, and that in fact he constituted himself a Dis
tributor, a position he had no power or authority 
to assume.

It was further proved that at times licences 
already issued had been cancelled by the Clerk, 
and that others had been given in their place for 
a different division. Such an act is entirely un
authorized, and might lead to very grave abuse; 
but the Clerk stated that he exercised his discre
tion, and would not have cancelled a licence if 
there was any reason to think his doing so would 
be abused. Such an assumption of authority 
seems to us to make the practice even still more 
objectionable. It was also proved that the votes of 
the Lax- weir fishery, which should, if the inten
tion of the Act were complied with, not be more 
than four in number, have been multiplied in the 
manner described in our Report to upwards of 
more than ninety.

Such are the principal facts connected with the 
management of elections and with the issue of 
licences in this district. It might be sufficient to 
state simply that they show a constant disregard 
of the five different requirements already enume
rated of 11 and 12 Vic., cap. 92, but we consider 
it our duty to comment rather more fully upon 
them.

1. The practice which has prevailed in the 
Limerick District of allowing fixed engines to be 
fished before they have been duly licensed is di
rectly contrary to the provisions of the 8 and 22 
secs, of 11 and 12 Vic., cap. 92.

The practice was also objectionable, because 
the district fund lost the interest on the money, 
e.g., in 1862 the amount of licence duty paid on 
fixed engines was £650. That sum was not ex
pected to be paid until May 1, the interest on it 
was therefore lost to the district from such time 
as the engines commenced fishing, and the season 
opens on February 12. But such a loss was 
trifling compared with the abuse in other ways, 
that the practice permitted. It became almost 
impossible for the Conservators and Bailiffs to 
know what engines were or were not licensed. 
This difficulty was felt and brought before the 
Board by some of the members; but the system 
•was continued, whereby two different fixed nets 
were sometimes used under the same licence. In 
one instance the party so using two nets was sum
moned for using one without licence, and the 
Magistrates refused to convict as the prosecutor 
could not swear -which of the two nets was not 
licensed ; and it lias been proved to us that on 
one occasion two distinct nets were so used even 
by a Conservator. It was stated that it would 
have been impossible to collect the licences for 
the fixed engines in any other manner, because 
the stake-weir owners would have put in pauper 
tenants whom it was not worth while to prosecute. 
The answer to such an excuse is, in the first 
place, that the practice is illegal, and therefore 
should not have been adopted by those to whom 
the enforcement of the law was intrusted. But 
beyond this, whether tenanted by a pauper or 
not, there could not have been the smallest diffi
culty in enforcing the penalties imposed upon un
licensed weirs, for those penalties include the 
forfeiture of the engine illegally used, so that even 
if the pauper could not pay, the illegal.engine 
could be seized.

2. The Clerk by practically assuming the office 
of Distributor acted illegally. The 30th section of 
the 11 and 12 Vic., cap. 92, enacts that licences 
shall be sold by persons appointed by the 1 card 
—sufficient security being taken from them. 1 he 
Clerk was not so appointed, and though at one 
time, in 1863, be had as much as £536, derived
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■from licences, in his possession, he had not given 
security for any portion of that sum. The Dis
tributor had, it may be said, given security ; but 
the Act requires that security should be taken 
from any person having the custody of money re
ceived under it.

3. The Clerk, in not issuing the licence on the 
receipt of the money, and keeping such an account 
of the moneys received as the Act directs, acted 
with grave indiscretion and in contravention of 
the Act of Parliament.

The 32nd sec. of 11 and 12 Vic., c. 92, declares 
that the Distributor “shall furnish to the said 
Commissioners or Board of Conservators, as the 
case may be, an account of the sales monthly, or 
so often as they may require, and shall set forth 
in such accounts the sums received for licences 
for each particular engine, net, instrument, or 
device, the names and residences of the persons 
who .shall have purchased such licences, and the 
district and electoral division of such district, for 
which such licences have been obtained.”

In the oflice of the Distributor a book was kept, 
giving such information with respect to the licences 
issued from his office; but the amount so issued 
in 1863 was only £138 35. 4<Z., out of a total 
issued to the value of £1,339. As to the re
mainder no information could be given, and it has 
been shown that the Clerk was accountable for 
the sum of £915 in that year.

Even though a similar book had not been kept 
by the Clerk, if the licences had been sent out by 
him on receipt of the money, the blocks would 
have shown the exact sums received. If an ap
plicant for a licence did not receive his licence by 
return of post, he would have written for the 
licence, which was also his receipt; but the ac
knowledgment of the Clerk to him of the money 
without the licence affords no evidence that the 
licence was ever subsequently issued. If the 
licence were not issued, no evidence whatever 
exists to show the Board that their funds have 
not been appropriated. Nothing short of proving 
that money had been sent by different persons in 
excess of that accounted for would enable the 
Conservators to detect a fraud, and to do this 
would be almost impossible.

Further, the practice enabled different persons 
to exercise an influence over the elections of a 
confessedly most objectionable character, and it 
places a power of returning the Conservators, 
from whom he derives his appointment, in the 
hands of the Clerk, the mere possession of which 
in our opinion, unfits him for his office. We can
not heli) adding the evidence given by the Clerk 
of the Limerick Board in support of our opinion 
on this matter. His last observations, at the in
quiry, were “ that he wished to call our attention 
to the temptation to do wrong which persons in 
his position were exposed to owing to the system 
under which they held office;” and he added that 
it was most difficult for a man m his place to do 
his duty with the prospect of a dismissal from 
year to year by the Board hanging over his head, 
and he desired to represent to us the necessity of 
making the officers of a Board independent of it, 
and subject only to some higher authority.

4. The power assumed by the Clerk of can
celling licences and issuing others in their place, 
is totally unauthorized, and would enable him not 
only to influence but almost to control the elec
tions.

We now pass to the subject of the alleged 
excessive poaching. The 24th sec. of 26 & 27 

Vic., c. 11-1, prohibits the use of any net, except 
a landing net for the capture of salmon or trout, 
in the fresh-water portion of any river between 
8, p.m., and 6, a.m., except so far as the same may 
have been heretofore used within the limits of a 
several fishery next above the tidal flow, and held 
under a grant or charter, or by immemorial usage. 
Acting on the information we had received we 
had reported—1st. That this section of the Act 
was not enforced; that from the tidal boundary 
up to Lough Derg fishing by night was carried 
on in the most open manner, and that no prose
cution was instituted till late in May. That

“ On the 24th of May some men at Killaloc were at 
last fined, but up to the close of the season an exemption 
in favour of ‘ the several fishery next above the tidal 
flow’ was construed to include an extent of fresh water 
just above Limerick, held under separate titles by several 
different persons.”

In reply to this statement, the Clerk asserted 
in his report to the Conservators—First, That 
he took effectual means to suppress netting be
tween the prohibited hours at Killaloe and 
Castleconncll, and in those portions of the river 
between the latter place and the tideway, where 
it was manifest the privilege could not be legally 
exercised; secondly, he quotes the following 
opinion of the then Solicitor-General given to the 
query, which we also insert, in defence of the 
course he adopted :—

“Eighthly—Where the net fishing of each side of the 
river, from the bank to the middle of the stream, is 
claimed by a different person, and the fishery of one 
side extends nearer to the tidal flow than that of the 
other, does the exception in said last-mentioned 24th 
section (assuming that both fisheries are several fisheries) 
apply to both, or only to the side that reaches to the 
tideway; and is the other side closed, as regards netting 
between eight o’clock in the evening and six o’clock in 
the morning?

“ To this query the following reply was given :—
“ I think in the case put the exception would apply 

to both fisheries.”

And thirdly, he quotes a resolution of the Board 
to the following effect:—

“ Having very carefully considered the paragraph, in 
the Chief Commissioner’s letter, relating to fishing with 
nets between the hours of eight o’clock in the evening 
and six o’clock in the morning, we have come to the 
conclusion, as regards the fishery immediately above the 
tidal flow, that so many difficulties stand in the way of 
prosecutions under the 24th section of the last Act, that 
the state of our finances would not warrant us in taking 
action in the matter at present.”

The facts of the case were shown to be as 
follow. On the south side of the Shannon, the 
river to the centre of the stream, from the tidal 
boundary to the Castleconnell water, is claimed 
by a member of the Board of Conservators as a 
several fishery. On the north side, immediately 
above the tidal boundary, is a commonage of half 
to three-quarters of a mile in extent, succeeded 
by a fishery claimed to be a several one by a gen
tleman named Arthur, succeeded by a commonage, 
above which again is a several fishery. These 
different fisheries are fished with nets by the 
Limerick snap-net men—a body of above forty 
in number, who take out their licences in Division 
B, and share the proceeds of each day’s fishing.

The Clerk stated that he gave orders to the 
bailiffs to prevent anyone fishing at night in the 
fisheries above that on the north side, to which a 
claim is made by Mr. Arthur. But no prosecution
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was instituted in 1864, nor indeed until late in 
the season of 1865, although it was proved that 
the whole of these fisheries, “ held under separate 
titles by several different persons,” were openly 
fished night after night. It was further proved 
that the bailiffs who were intrusted with the care 
of this part of the water -were two men, one of 
whom was a snap-net man, and has been this year 
convicted for illegal fishing in this very portion of 
the river, at the instance of the Shannon Pro
tection Association. The other bailiff, though 
summoned, did not appear. It was further proved 
that the prosecution instituted this year by the 
Clerk resulted in a dismissal, in consequence of 
the Magistrates discrediting the evidence pro
duced ; and the Clerk relied on this to show the 
difficulty he would have had in procuring a con
viction.

It will be seen by these facts—firstly, that the 
measures taken to suppress poaching were such 
as could not be otherwise than ineffectual; se
condly, that the opinion of the Solicitor-General 
does not apply to the case in question ; and 
thirdly, that the resolution of the Board, referring 
to the several fishery immediately above the tidal 
flow, was applied in practice by their officer to 
five distinct properties.

We further reported that—
“ In August, and therefore in close season, we were 

informed that the amount of fishing carried on just be
low Limerick by a body of men known as the Coonagh 
fishermen, was so great as seriously to threaten the 
breeding stock of the river. A representation to the 
Board produced an answer from the Clerk* to the effect 
that he had only one boat, with two men, to look after 
some twenty miles of river at this point, and that the 
poachers were very numerous, and so determined and 
skilful that he would require as many bailiffs as there 
were fishermen to check it—to collect such a force was 
impossible,/as he could not hire extra men at 15$. 
a week.”

To this statement the Clerk replied at length. 
His answer is in substance, that he did all in his 
power to check the illegal fishing complained of 
by endeavouring to procure bailiffs, as described, 
and that he obtained the aid of the lax-weir fishery 
proprietors; and he writes, on the 27th Feb
ruary :—“ Is it to be credited that the owner of 
that property, with the ample resources he is 
known to possess, was so unmindful of his rights, 
and so neglectful of his interests, as to permit it 
to be plundered by trespassers to the threatened 
injury of the breeding stock ? I can answer that 
he was not.”

The fact that the illegal fishing was carried on 
in the manner we have described has not been 
denied. The exertions made by the Clerk to 
suppress it amounted to the employment of two 
men, with one boat, to watch a portion of the 
river exceeding twenty miles in length ; and with 
regard to his expressed confidence in the vigilance 
of the bailiffs employed by the lax-weir proprietors, 
we scarcely know what opinion to express, inas
much as he states to us in another letter, that 
having reason to suspect that all was not right 
between some of these (Coonagh) fishermen and 
the lax-weir bailiffs, he directed the bailiffs of the 
Board to watch them, and the result was that 
the lax-weir bailiffs were seen receiving fish from 
the men poaching. In the same letter he also 
asserts that these men were supplied by one of

the lax-weir proprietors, or his men, with boats 
and nets, wherewith to fish in the close season; 
that the lax-weir bailiffs had received directions 
to pass the Coonagh men by when illegally fish
ing ; and he adds, that “ he can truly say that 
■when these facts -were revealed, his astonishment 
was unboundedbut he also shows that he was 
acquainted with them long before his letter of 
February 27th was written.

Lastly, we called attention to the illegal bag- 
net fishing in the Lower Shannon in the following 
words :—

“ Lower down the estuary there is reason to believe 
that bag-nets, which are here altogether illegal, have 
been systematically used throughout the season, with 
the knowledge, as is asserted to us, of some of the 
water-bailiffs, and there is proof that the nets have 
been largely fished during the close season. In June 
the use of some bag-nets had been reported, and one 
was seized by the bailiffs. On the 18th August a report 
was made by the coast-guard that they bad found two 
bag-nets attached to a stake-weir at Kilmore—a weir 
delivered into their custody after condemnation and 
pending appeal. We wrote at once to the coast-guard 
and police authorities to request their assistance and to 
the Board calling their attention to the matter. From 
that time numerous seizures were made. The coast
guard took five nets, the police one, the bailiffs of the 
proprietor of the lax-weir thirteen, and the bailiffs of 
the Board five. In all, no less than twenty-four basnets 
have been seized this year in the Shannon estuary.”

The Clerk’s reply to this paragraph is similar 
in effect and value to that given in the case of 
the Coonagh men, just stated. He asserts,'in his 
report, the difficulties of detection, details the 
efforts made by the Board, and declares that the 
five bailiffs employed by the Board, and the six ' 
by the lax-weir proprietors, wore unremitting in 
their exertions. Then he accuses, in letters to us 
the bailiffs of the lax-weir proprietors of collusion 
with the poachers. He states that they took 
salmon themselves out of the illegal nets and 
declares that in the case of a prosecution instituted 
by him against a stake-weir owner for fishino- in 
the weekly close season, they being “his witnesses 
evinced the utmost anxiety to defeat it, and suc
ceeded in so doing, although he never conducted 
a clearer case.” In his report he submits that the 
seizure of twenty-four bag-nets is conclusive evi
dence that a vigilant supervision was maintained" 
In the Appendix he states that seventeen of them 
were seized by the bailiffs, thirteen nets haviim 
been captured by the very men whom he accuses 
in his letter to you and to us of complicity with 
the poachers.

In a letter written to us on the 21st September 
1864, but printed in the Appendix to his report’ 
published in 1865, and adopted therein, he states 
that the bailiffs and the police vied with each 
other in the seizure of the nets, and to such an 
extent did this rivalry proceed that it led to a 
serious dispute between them on one occasion 
when the police had seized a bag-net. 'This same 
circumstance is given, in his letter to you, Sir, 
written upon the publication of his report, as an 
instance of the complicity of the bailiffs with the 
poachers, and the bailiff is represented as shout
ing “ police, police,” in order to bring the country 
people round him, and as having rescued the net 
from the constabulary.

The facts are, as shown at our inquiry by the 
commander of the coast-guard of the district, that

1 he Board, on receipt of our representation, authorized their Clerk to send a reply, ami further empowered 
him in future to answer, when he deemed necessary, any letter that might be addressed to them by us.
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one bailifi* only of the Board was active in the 
matter, that neither the Board nor their servants 
ever gave any information to, or asked any assist
ance from the coast-guard, who were making every 
exertion in their power to enforce the law; that 
the fishing was carried on to a scandalous extent, 
and continues, unfortunately, up to the present 
hour, though we arc glad to believe that efforts 
are now being made to check it.

We append to this report the complaints that 
■were preferred during the inquiry. The facts we 
have stated will show how far the material aver
ments they contain wore substantiated; whether 
the interference of the Clerk in the elections of 
1863 -was carried to the extent alleged, or to 
what extent there was any interference on his 
part it is difficult to determine, for there is no 
proof. The Clerk could remember nothing which 
would throw any light on the subject, and the 
means of obtaining the information that we needed, 
and the Act required should be afforded us, had 
been destroyed, with his consent, given after he 
had asked for inquiry. As to whether the Board 
have boon as active in the suppression of illegal 
fishing as their means would allow, we will pro
nounce no opinion; but it is not to be wondered 
at that grave suspicion should have been enter
tained and complaints advanced, when it is re
membered that excessive poaching occurred in 
the portion of the river fished by the men who 
returned the working majority of the Board, by 
whom the Clerk is appointed, and that among 
that majority, as shown by the returns furnished 
us in accordance with the 5 and 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 
107, were men who had been convicted over and 
over again for breaches of the fishery laws. As 
stated by that officer, his place is one of peculiar 
temptation; and if he ancl the Board have been 
unjustly accused, they can only blame themselves 
for the carelessness and irregularity with which 
they have administered a public fund intrusted 
to their charge. In some respects the Acts of 
Parliament were infringed, in much their plain 
meaning was neglected, and practices were 
suffered to prevail that were most objectionable 
and even illegal, by means of which the Clerk of 
the- Board might have embezzled the funds with 
scarcely a chance of detection, and would have 
been enabled to exercise such an influence over the 
elections as would insure the return of a majority 
from whom he might be certain of retaining his 
appointment.

It will show at once how false is the position 
in which the Board and their Clerk have been 
placed by their non-observance of the require
ments of the Act passed for their constitution and 
guidance, when we add, that although we have 
not the slightest reason to suppose that the funds 
have been otherwise than honestly expended we 
have not the proofs requisite to enable us to 
state that such is the case. And, in conclusion, 
we repeat the last passage on this head of our 
Annual Report for 1864, and say that—

“ The position is full of anomaly, and open to sus
picion, which is occupied by the oliicer of a Board who 
has the power (even though it be unused) of influencing 
the return of its members, aud whose duty it is to enforce

the law against those from whom he derives his salary 
and authority. However scrupulous and zealous his 
conduct may really be, fishermen, who are often sus
picious and constantly discontented, will not give him 
the credit that may be his due; and we need scarcely 
say that the prevalence or even the existence of a belief 
that the law is enforced with different degrees of severity 
in different portions of a district, acts most injuriously 
upon the fisheries within it.”

We arc, Sir,
Your obedient servants,

Frederick Eden. 
Wallace Houstoun. 
R. J. Lane.

7th September, 1865.

Appendix.
Complaints respecting the Limerick Fishery 

made to the Special Commissioners for Irish 
Fisheries for Investigation at Inquiry held in 
Limerick, 9th and 10th August, 1865.
1. That the Clerk of the Board in 18G3 received 

over <£G00 from the weir owners residing in Letter A, 
for licences which were not issued till a late period of 
the fishing season, until the approach of the election, 
which took place in July.

2. That the greater portion of these licences were 
taken out in Letter B division, and were subsequently 
used at the election.

3. That in 18G0, 18G3, John Enright, water bailiff, 
proceeded to Ennis (Letter D division); that he there 
at the election proposed three persons as Conservators, 
whose return he secured by polling cel-net licences for 
weirs situated on E division, which was done by the 
Clerk’s orders ; and upon both occasions gentlemen 
residing in Ennis indignantly protested against the 
proceedings.

4. That in 18G4 a number of licences for Letter E 
were sold to parties using engines and residing in Letter 
E division, which were subsequently used at the election 
for Letter E.

5. That the Clerk canvassed in person for proxies for 
Mr. Mayne; that ho supplied Mr. Mayne and others 
with the names of persons who had got licences for 
Letter E, residing in other electoral divisions.

G. That forty licences were taken out in Letter B 
division within one fortnight before the election in 
18G4 which licences are believed to have been taken 
out by the Clerk, or for him, and with his knowledge 
and sanction.

7. That in 18G4 Thomas Clancy (water bailiff) was 
employed during the summer in canvassing for and 
getting licences, with Clerk’s knowledge and sanction.

8. That at the election for Letter B division in 18G4, 
Thomas Clancy, water bailiff, seconded the nomination 
of the six Conservators who were returned.

9. That in 18G4 Messrs. Pegum and M'Auliffe, re
siding in Letter A division, and using fishing engines 
therein, wrote to the Clerk for licences, who sent them 
liceuces for Letter B division, which were subsequently 
written for by Mr. W. L. Joynt, and used at the election.

10. That Mr. William Henn Mayne, being an elected 
Conservator ‘for Letter E division, sold aud distributed 
licences for that division in 18G4, contrary to the pro
visions contained in sections 19 & 30 of 11 & 12 Vic., 
c. 92. *

* It is right to say that Mr. Mayne, although he sold licences without the authority required by the Act, did 
not accept any emolument for so doing.
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Appendix No. 20.
Circular as to the Injury caused by and Illegality of Flax Steeping.

Fisheries.
Flax Steeping—Manure.

The practice of allowing flax water to escape 
being contrary to law, highly injurious to the 
fisheries, and a wilful waste of a very valuable 
manure, The Special Commissioners print the 
following extracts from Professor Kane's “ Indus
trial Resources of Ireland” for the information 
of all parties:—

“ When the flax is steeped, the water acquires a 
darker colour, a disagreeable odour, and it is well 
known becomes poisonous to fish. This arises from 
the solution of the glutinous material which had ce
mented together the pure fibres ... It is thus sceu 
that the steep water dissolves out a great quantity of 
nitrogen and of the inorganic materials of the stem ; in 
fact, that it removes from the plant almost everything that 
the plant removes from the soil. . . . The steep-water 
thus dissolves especially the alkaline ingredients and 
the phosphates of the plant, and hence leaves the rotted 
stems in a condition of almost pure ligneous matter. 
. . . Now the agriculturist should steadily bear in mind 
that the fibre which he sells to the flax-spinner has 
taken nothing from the soil; all the crop took out of 
the soil he has still in the steep-water, and in the chaff 
of the scutched flax; and if, after suitable decomposi
tion, these be returned to the land, the fertility of the 
latter will be restored, and thus materials, at present 
utterly neglected, and even a source of inconvenience, 
may be converted into most valuable manure.

“ That the water in which flax has been steeped 
possesses powerful influence as a manure, has been 
observed by various persons; thus, round the edges of 
bog-holes used for steeping, a luxuriant and tender 
herbage often arises in vivid contrast to the surrounding 
barren peat. Various agricultural authorities have 
noticed its beneficial effects when experimentally used ; 
but I shall only quote, in order to show the attention 
it deserves, the following notice by Mr. Wakefield. 
‘ The water in which flax has been immersed, is in 
Ireland, entirely neglected ; but Mr. Billingsby mentions 
it as an excellent manure, and no country in the world, 
perhaps, affords better opportunities of employing it 
than Ireland. I made frequent inquiries about it, but 
could never hear of a single instance of its being used. 
The Author of the Survey of Somersetshire (Mr. Bil
lingsby) says, “ It is observable that land, on which

retted flax is spread to prepare it for hackling, is 
greatly improved thereby ; and if it be spread on a 
coarse sour pasture, the herbage will be totally changed 
and the best sort of grasses will make their appearance. 
Having myself cultivated flax on a large scale, and 
observing the almost instantaneous effect produced by 
the water in which the flax was immersed, I was in
duced, some years ago, to apply it to some pasture land 
by means of watering carts similar to those used near 
London for watering the roads. The effect was aston
ishing, and advanced the land in value 10s. per acre.’”

“ The chaff remaining after the scutching might also 
be formed into manure, and has actually been found of 
as much value as its composition would indicate: it 
appears also fitted to be used as food for cattle. This 
has been fully verified by Mr. Nevin and Mr. Charley 
in the North of Ireland; and thus, in fact, the farmer 
sending to market only the fibre of the flax, which 
derives nothing from the soil, has the opportunity of 
economizing, in other and highly remunerating modes, 
all the residual materials. . . . Its nutritive quality 
cannot be material, but, mixed with the water of the 
flax-steep, it should complete the restoration, to the 
soil, of the constituents of the growing flax.”

An erroneous opinion having existed in some 
places, that running water was preferable for 
steeping, the following extract from the instruc
tions given by the Flax Society may serve to 
remove the prejudice.

Watering of Flax
This should be done in soft water, and to ensure 

this, let the steep holes be filled some weeks 
before required, that the sun and air may soften 
and warm it. They should be dug from six to 
twelve feet, by about twice the width for the 
length, and to be filled from running water, if 
possible; and, after the flax is put in, to carefully 
exclude any addition, except in case of leakage, 
and then to add most cautiously. On the Con
tinent the same pools are used year after year.

Cs* Note.—The 80th Section of the 5th & 6th Vic., 
c. 106, imposes a penalty of Ten Pounds on any person 
allowing any deleterious or poisonous liquid to flow 
into any river or lake; and this law will be strictly 
enforced.

February, 1&64.

Dublin: Printed by Alexander Thom, 87 and 88, Abbey-Street, 
For Her Majesty’s Stationery Office.


