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Courr House, KINSALE,
Tuesday, 3rd October, 1905,

On this date Mr. Wituias SproTswoop GREEN, Chief
Inspector of the Fisheries Branch of the Department of Agri-
enlture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, and Mr. D, H.
LaxE, Inspector of Fisheries in the same Branch of the
Department, held a public inquiry at Kinsale, in the Court
House, at 12 o'clock, in accordance with the following
notice :—

FISHERIES.

62 and 63 Vic., ¢. 50; 32 and 33 Vic.,, ¢. 92; 5 and 6 Vie., c. 106, and
any Acts incorporated therewith.

HERRING FISHERY.

OFr Coast or THE Couxty oF CoRxg.

NOTICE.

1t having been represented that the fishing for herrings by nets off
the coast of the County of Cork so early in the season ag is the custom
at present, is injurious to the mackerel fisheries. The Department
hereby give notice that a

PUBLIC INQUIRY

will be held into the subjeet, and into the necessity for making by-laws
in connection therewith, or for the more effectugxl government, manage-
ment, protection, and impravement of the fisheries of the district,

At the Courthouse, Kinsale,
On Tuesday, the 3rd day of October, 1805,

at the hour of 12 o'clock, noon,

By Order of the Department,

M. P. Dowrivg,
(Fisheries Brauch).

Dated at the Department of Agriculture and Technical
Instruction for Ireland,
Dublin, this 1st day of Scptember, 1905.

Mr. E. W. L. Hour, Scientific Adviser to the Fisheries
Branch, was also present at the Inquiry to render any assist-
ance, or give any information that might be required by the
fospectors in the course of the inquiry.
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The Cnier INSPECTOR, in opening the proecedings, said :—
Well, gentlemen, the cause of our coming here to-day is not
one memorial, but also a considerable amount of correspond-
ence, and I think the first thing that moved us to hold an
inquiry here now, considering that we hekl an inquiry twelve
years ago intc the same subject, was that meetings have
been held in Kinsale, and certain resolutions passed at
them. We thought that the matter having cropped up
again with renewed vigour, it would be better to come and
hold this inquiry in the interests of all concerned, though we
seemed fo have gone into the matter very exhaustively the last
time we .were dealing with it. T will read for you a resolution
which was passed 2t a public meeting held in Kinsale, and
which seems to be sufficiently important to bring us here.
‘This meeting was held in June last. Mr. O’Sullivan proposed
the following resolution :—

ResoLven.—* That having vead the report of the Inspectors of Irish
Fisheries, dated the 20th of April, 1833, and their recommendations
therein contained that a close season for herrings should be established
off the Coast of the County of Cork from Poor Head to Mizen Head, from
the Ist April ta the 16th May in each year, and having regard to the fact
that the Scotch fishermen, fishing for herrings off this coast begin their
fishing on the 1st May, we hereby ecarnestly urge the Department of
Agriculture and other industries to enforce the recommendations above-
meuntioned, and prevent fishing for herrings off the Irish Coast before, at
least, the 16tk May, as it was proved at the Inquiry held in 1892, as is
evidenced by the recommendation of the Inspector that sume is extremely
detrimental to the interests of the Irish Mackerel Fishery, which is one

of the chicf industries of the country.”

His reason was the passing of a recent Aet of Parliament
empowering the Department to enforce the close season for
herring. There was considerable discussion over that:
and then we received several letters from My, OQ'Sullivan,
practically expressing a desire on the part of the fishermen
that an ingquiry should be held into the matter. That is why
we are here to-day. Who supports the application?

Mr. I, O’ Sullivan, Solicitor, Kinsale.—1I do, sir. I was the
mover of the resolution you have just read. T was honorary
secretary to @ committee which was appointed in Kinsale with
a view to investigating this matter of the effect of the herring
fishery by Scotch boats on the Kinsale spring mackerel fishery.
I am here now representing the Kinsale fishermen.

Crier InsPEcTOR.—DBefore you enter into any evidence 1
wish to know are there any other representatives—any who
represent the other side?

Rev. Wm. Ogg.—1 will hand in 2 minute passed at a meet-
ing of the Cockenzie fishermen, near Leith, at which T was
appointed to represent thelr interests in this matter.

Crier InspecTOR.—Very well,

Rev. Wm. Oyg.—I wiil also hand in a minute giving an
account of the proceedings at a recent meeting held [ast
Baturduy at Cockenzie—a meeting of the fishermen there.

Crigr InsprcTOR.—Those are the gentlemen you represent?
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Rev. Wm. Ogg.—Yes; but there is a nuber of themsclves
here as well,

Cuier INSPECTOR.—Anyone else representing any others
interested ¥

Mr. Hugh Flinn, Fish Merchant, Kinsale.—I think the
Inquiry was called for the purpose of enabling any person who
wished to give evidence. 1 don’t know whether 1t is necessary
for anybody to represent any body or not, but I would like to
know whether Mr, Sullivan represents the fishermen of Kin-
sale—I would like to know whether he is representing them
in his individual capacity ov whether he is representing them
professionally ?

Mr. O’ Suliivan, Solicitor.—1 think, sir, that is a question 1
am not bound to answer, I have bad correspondence with the
Department in conneclion with this Inquiry, and you knosw
my status here. I acted as honorary secretary to the——

Crier INspECTOR.—You are a solicitor?

Mr. O’Scnnivay,—I am a solicitor—a practising solicitor in
Kinsale.

Cisr InsrEcToR.—Well, we have accepted this clergyman
as coming here and representing the Scotch fishermen, and we
cannot draw a line too sharply between a man who comes here
professionally and a man who does not, or we might have no
one coming forward at all.

Mr. Hugh Flinn.—I don’t wish to do anything of the sort.
I”on!y wish to know does Mr. Sullivan come here profession-
ally—

Mr. O'Suliican.—O’Sullivan is my name, sir.

Nr. Hugh Flinn.—Well, Sullivan or O'Sullivan ; it dees not
make much difference,

Mr, O'Sullivan.—1f you were an Ivishman you would know
it did.

Mr. Hugh Flinn.—T don’t want to prevent Mr. Sullivan—
O’Sullivan 1 should say—from appearing professionally. The
people knew the public inquiry was to be held, and people catne
here to give evidence which 1 covsider to be voluntary evidence.
I think 1t is only fair to know whether the partics representing
people here, are representing them professionally, for which
they have been paid, or whether they are representing them
voluntarily?

Rev, Wm. Ogg.—Perhaps there is a formal mmute appont-
ing Mr. O'Sullivan, as there was in my case?

Mr. O'Sullican.—7J am here representing the fishermen of
Kinsale.

Mr. Hugh Flinn.—Professionally ?
~ Mr. James O'Neill, M.C.C., Kinsale.—The question raised
is entirely outside the inquiry. You have come here, gentle-
men, to obtain all the inlormation possible on that matter.
I don’t represent anybody outside my representative position
as County Councillor for the division, but I claili—and 1 am
sure you will permit me—to make remarks in evidence hecause
of my representative poscition: and Tanay add, =i, that 1 know,
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and evervbody in the town of Kins;xle }mows just as well, that
Ar. O'Sullivan represents the fishing industry here.

CHIET TxSPECTOR.—Quite s0; but we want to limit the num-
ber of people who may intend to ask questions of one sort or
apother. otherwise the inquiry would be unduly prelonged.

Mr James O'Neill.—You are seeking information?

Chilce INSPECTOR.—YES but at the same time we want to
get the jnquiry into some shape, s0 28 oot to have cverybody
jumping up and asking questions and interrupting the pre-
ceedings. ) _ _

Alr. James O Neill.—Your procedure can be simplified by
having Mr. O'Sullivan proceed.

CHIEF INSPECTOR.—1 am satisfied.

Mr. James O Neill.—What is the necessity for interrupting
the procecdings? .

Alr, Hugh Flinn.—1 have heard the remarks of Mr. O'Neilt,
and the matter may appear to him to be satisfactory, but there
is a great deal in 1t 1 represent the fish merchants, and for

that reason I simply wanted to know this :—I am not a legal

cntleman. I have not served my time to the profession, and

!Iz can only bring things before you as best I can. Now, I
think we ate at a great disadvantage when there is a solicitor
against us in the matter, and all T want to kngw is, does Mr.
O Sullivan come lere voluntarily or professionally. 1f he
comes voluntarily I have got no objection whatever,

AL, O Sullivan.—Well, 1f you really are so anxious to know
I may tell you I appear here voluntarily for the fishermen &f
Kinsale.

Alr. Hugh Flinn.—That 1s all ¥ want to know,

CHIEF 1NSPECTOR.—-Now, Mr. Q'Sullivan.

A[y. O'Sulliran.—Well, sir, you arc here to investigate into
the manner in which the fishery industries are pl‘osecll?e(l here
and how far the herring fishery interferes with and is iniurious;
to the Linsale spring mackere! fishery, and I trust, as Nr.
Flinn's fear is set aside, we can now enter into the inquiry
without any further ridiculous or irrelevant interruptions. I
think all you will hear in evidence here to<lay, in regard to
the wav the fishery industry is prosecuted, will convince you
that things are not as they should be, and yon will, I am
ccrtain. think that the lot of the fishermen mn Ninsale is the
most wretched in the whole United Kingdom.  You will find
that the fishermen here are ringed around by a double ring of
gtecl. On the one side they are ringed by a powcri'ful
monopoly of [ish merchants, who command and munage the
entire trade for their own purposes. Sir, you will also find
that the fish trade in Kinsale is conducted in a manner in
which no trade in the entire world is conducted—in a way most
injurious to the best interests of the lishermen.  What is the
system? The system is. as you will find, I think, one Whicl(;
strikes directly at the fishermen, and prevents them at any
time in any scasan from obta i_ning in the open market the p(rici
he onght to be able ta obtain as the resnlt of his time ]
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labour. The fish merchant gives to the fishermen a docket
for the quantity of fish purchased, but in that docket there is
10 mention whatever of the price which the merchant will pay
for the fish, and, in fact, sir, it is only after the fish merchant
has disposed of the fish that he comes to the poor fisherman
and gives him a price for his arduous time and labour. It may
be a week after the docket has been given for the fish, and the
fisherman has to be satisfied with whatever sum he receives.
That is a serious grievance for the poor fisherman, who has to
submit because he can see no remedy, and I venture to submit
that you will not find, even in China or Patagonia, where, prob-
ably, business dealings are not always square; or, indeed, I
will go further, and say in the most remote realm of the world,
such an unsatisfactory way of carrying out a purcly business
matter. ‘Lhis system, sir, 1s absolutely ruinous to both the
spring and the fall fishing in Kinsale. I would aiso point out,
sir, that the two fishings are prosecuted at the same time—
fishing for herring and fishing for mackerel, and that, also, 1s
a system which does not obtain in any other part of the United
Iingdom at least. The poor fisherman wants protection
against this practice, and the evidence I shall put before you
will go to show how very injurious the system I have just
mentioned 1s.  The lot of the poor fisherman is, indeed, a hard
one, but we feel we can look to the new Department with great
hope. We are aware that the new Department has got large
sums to administer, and we confidently trust that as the result
of your finding on the cvidence here to-day at this inquiry.
you will see your way to take speedy and effective remedies to
ameliorate the hard lot of the lishing population of this town
of nearly 5,000 inhabitants, who look to the fishing industry to
maintain its prosperity and to obtain a subsistence, and who
fecl and know that if a remedy is not applied the day may come
when the fishing industry may almost be regarded as a thing
of the past.

Cuier 1nsrEcTor.—Have you got any witnesses?

Ar. O'Swdlivan.—Yes, siv. T shall now call Mr. Richard A
Hegarty, Secretary to the Harbour Commissioners.

Mr. RicHarD A. HEgaRTY, sworn, and examined by Mr. O’Sullivan.
1. You are Secretary to the Kinsale Harbour Commissioners 2—
Yes.

2. Have you got figures which show the dues paid by fishing boats
for a number of years 2—VYes.

3. Are the statistics taken from the books of the Harbour Commission-
ers 2—Yes,

4. And they bring the record down to ?—1900, when Sir Horace
Plunkett, head of the Department, came down.

5. And are those figures correct 2—1 believe they are.

6. Camer INsreEcTOR.—Where are these figures contained ?—In the
year 1900 there was a memorial to the Department in connection with
the allocation of the sum of £10,000 to be applied for the purposes of

the sca fisheries and dependent industries. The figures are contained
in o printed memorandun.
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7. Nr. O'Sullivan—In the return of the dues then made out on
fishing is there a continual decrease both in boats and dues 2—The
sums vary in the return.

8. Cuier InspEcTorR.—Has he got the figures there ¥—

9. Mr. O'Sullivan.—Yes. Read the first two paragraphs, Mr.
Hegarty 1—* The following figures will show the former prosperity
of the fishing and the steady decline during recent seasons. Starting
frem the year 1881, it appears that in the season of that year ex-
tending say, from the middle of March to the end of June, a sum of about
£500 was lodged to the credit of thc Harbour Commissioners being
for dues collected for said period ; in 1882, about £510 was lodged for
the dues for that season ; in 1883, about £540; in 1884, about £630 ;
in 1885, about £320; in 1885, about £360; in 1887, about £350; in
1888, about £260 ; in 1889, about £210. These figures will be sufficient
to show the gradual disimprovement which will be further proved
by the total collections of dnes for the entire twelve months of cach
year as follows :—In 1881, £649 ; in 1882, £725; in 1883, £760; in 1884,
£837: in 1885, £700: in 1886, £622; in 1887, £530; in 1888, £441;
i 1889, £400; in 1890, £467; in 1893, £561; in 1900, £614. The
?ncrease in revenue in later years is apparent, not real. The apparent
increase is due to the fact that under the provisions of a Provisional
Order obtained by the Harbour Commissioners the said Harbour
Commissioners were empowered to levy tolls on certain merchandise
not previously subject to Iarbour Rates. The decline in the revenue
from the fishing industry continued through those years and still con-
tinuce. A corresponding decrease is noticeable in the number of fishing
smacks participating in the fishing as will readily be seen from the
following statement of facts commencing at the year 1883, beyond
which the tecords of the Harbour do not date, but from information
in our possession we believe the numbers in the preceding years were
much greater. However. in that year there were 760 such boats :
in 1886, 371; in 1888, 259; in 1889, 272; and in 1890, 91 : in 1895'
136; in 1898, 46; in 1899, 656; in 1900, 44. ’

10. Have you got the figures for the year 1900 {—Ves.

11. How much is that ?—1;01‘ 190%—1 1t s £603.

12. And the total revenue for the Harbour coming dow L
gent time has considerably modified *—VYes, they hgve b&;%ﬁgigg
The conditions have altered. ’

13. Have you got a return of the boats from 1900-1 to the present 1—
Na; I have not got that.

14. What was the revenue in 1804 ¥—In 1904-5 the revenue was
£745 Bs. 4d.

15. You have not got the boats #—No.

16. Is the Harbour Master here ?—I could not say.

17. Is that all the information you can give on the matter 2—Thgt
is all the information I have. The notice I received was short];} befotl
the inquiry, and I had not time to prepare a statement. ¥

18. Very well. T ask no more questions. I shall call ot i

0. 2 fugh TlimneMay T bo allowed to ash 3 o ionesses.

920. Crier INsPECTOR.—Since he is finished, yes. L

Mr. R. A. HEuarty, cross-examined by Mr. Fiinn.

21 TFor the last five years has thete been an increase or a derrease
in the revenue of the Harbour 2—A gradual increase. i
22. That 18 all the rquestions I as:.
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23. Mr. (#Swllivan.—] wish to ask you this, Mr. Hegarty. Is there
a decrease or an increase on the revenue from the fishing trade ?2—I
could nat go into figures now owing to the very short notice I got about
the inquiry.

24. You could not say 2—1I have not got the figures now.

25. Could you get the figures for the Commissioners 2—VYes.

26. Mr. Hugh Flinn.—In that statement you gave, the whole of the
revenues of the Harbour are given 2—That is the total.

27. Mr. O’Sullivan.—He will get the Commissioners a return of the
dues received from the fishing trade.

28. CmieF InsPECTOR.—What are the Harbour dues that each hoat
pays on entering the harbour, and taking up a position there ?—Ten
shillings.

29. Each boat *—VYes.

30. And what is paid on the fish landed ?—Three pence per ton.

31. In addition to the ten shillings #—Yes.

32. And that is the return asked for now as regards the boats 2—Ves.

33. Mr. Hugh Flinn.—The fishermen don’t pay that. It is paid by
the merchants.

3!. Crier Insrecror.—That is the return we want.

38. Mr. Hegarty—1 know, sir, but a recciver was appointed over
the harbour, and 1 have not the same facility to the books as I would
have in the ordinary course. 1f I had had time I would have got the
particulars, but I only got notice of the inquiry on Saturday. The
bonk is not in my possession, and I could not get it in time.

36. Cruer Insprcror.—We have a return to a certain point, and now
we want the boats.

37. Mr. James O’Neill, m.c.c—If you wanted to get an accurate
return you should get the returns under different headings. You
should apply to the receiver, and you could get the returns in merchand-
ise and fish for the last five years. )

38. Mr. Lang, Inspector—1 don’t think it would be much assist-
znee.

39. Crmier InsrecTor.—Iave you any question to ask, Mr. Ogg.

40-41.—Rev. Mr. Ogg.—No, sir. )

42. Mr. O’Sullivan.—I1 shall now call some Kinsale fishermen to give
evidence.

Joux GosLixg, Fisherman, Kinsale, sworn, and examined by
Mr. O'Sullivan.

43. Mr. Gosling—]1 belicve you are the master of a fisking boat T-~
[ea, sir. -
¥ 44. Have you been long fishing oft the port of Kinsale ?—About
twenty years, sir.

15. When do the Scotch fishermen come here to fish for herrings
every year —About the 1st of May, sir. Sometimes before that,
much carlier. .

46. When do they usually come ?-—-About the 1st May.

47. How long do they continue the fishing 2—They fish up to the
20th or 21st of June.

48. Would you deseribe to the Inspectors what you know to your
own knowledge to he the effect of the herring fishing on the mackerel
fishing ?—They destroy the small fish.

49, That is mackerel 7~—Yes ; and other fish.
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50. What happens ?—They are destroyed, and the mackerel fishing
is injured.

51. Crier InspecTor.—How are they destroyed 2—They strike the
nets, and they also get into the mesh and are smothered and drop to
the bottom, and poison the bottom. They destroy as much big fish
as 2 mackerel flect would, and no one is ever a bit the better of it.

52. Mr. O’ Sullivan.—They are most destructive of the small fish 7—
Yes, sir.

' 53. Have you seen the Scotch boats with small fish on board ¢—VYes,
BiT.

54. Have you also seen the Scotch fishermen do anything with the
small fish 2-~Yes, sir; I have seen them dump 1t over the side.

55. In large quantities ?*—Yes, sir; thousands of them.

56. Do they sometimes bring in the small fish to the pier *—Yes, sir,

57. What do they do with 1t 2—Try to secll it.

58. What price do they get for it ?—Jrom three pence to a shilling
a hundred.

59. This is done by the Scotchmen ?*—Yes.

60. What amount of fish have you scen thrown over board ?—
Thousands, sir.

61. What sort of fish 2—1I have seen them throw overboard mackerel,
herring, and small hake.

62. What price do you get for your mackerel at the beginning of
the season 2—About £2 per 120 fish at the beginning of the season,
and then it goes down.

63. What day does the spring mackerel fishing begin 2—About the
ist of April, sir.

64. What price does the mackerel drop to ?—Oh! its different at
different times. It goes down sometimes to £1 and ten shillings per
120 fish.

65. When the Scotchmen come is there a drop in the price of mackere) ?
—Oh ! yes, sir, it goes down.

66. You can get £2 2t the beginning of the season for your mackerel,
what does it drop to when the Scotchmen come fishing for herrings 2—
It often goes down to ten shillings, and eight shillings, and six shillings.

67. For 120 fish *—VYes, sir.

68. That is a very sudden drop in the price—what do you atiribute
that to 2—I attribute it to the Scotch men bringing in the small fish.

69. You attribute it to their destroying the small fish 2—Yes, sir.

70. Now, I ask you this; have you any objection to Scotchruen as
Scotchmen ?—No, sir. If they fished with the spring nets we fish with,
there would be no disagreement. They destroy fish that nobody ever
Bees.

7l. And, except as regards the destruction of the fish, you have
nothing to say against them ?—No ; nothing, sir. ~

72. You object to them fishing in May, and the use of a mesh which
destroys the small fish #—VYes, sir.

78. Mr. fTugh Flinn.—Of course they use a herring mesh.

74. Mr. O’Sullivan (to witness).—And they are very destructive of
small fish 2—VYes, sir; they are clearing the coast by degrees.

75. 1 ask you this—do you know of any port in Ireland or elsewhere,
where there are two fishing at the same time 2—No, SiT.

76. Have you ever been stopped from going out fishing for mackerel ¢
—Oh! yes, siI.

77. And have the Scotchmen been permitted to fish while the mackerel
fishers were stopped 2—VYes, sir.
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78. You don’t consider that fair 2—No, sir.

79. How often have the mackerel fishermen been stopped in this
way ?—We were stopped two nights.

80. While the Scotch boats went fishing 2—Yes, sir.

81. Curpr InspecroR.—What do you mean by being stopped ?—
We were stopped from fishing, sir.

82. Mr. O’Sullivan (to witness).—You follow the instructions as
regards the fish buyers 2—Yes, sir.

83. Do the mackerel sometimes come close to the shore—within
four or five miles 2—Yes, sir.

84. Have you scen the Scotch boats go into these places ?—7VYes, sir.

85. And your boats had to go outside of them ?—Yes, sir.

86. And sometimes, when there is a calm, the mackerel boats cannot
go outside of them ?—No, sir.

87. And your boats are then compelled to remain inside of them ?—
Yes, sir.

88. And you lose the fishing 2—Yes, sir.

89. You say the Scotch boats take up a position of from five miles
from the land !—From fifteen miles to five miles and two miles.

90. Have you secn them as close as two miles from the shore ?*—VYes,
Bir.

91. Often 2—Sometimes. We often went for mackerel, and never
saw them there.

99. CHIEF INSPECTOR.—It is important to know whether the Scotch
boats fish for herrings inside or outside the territorial waters. T mean
whether they fish oftener inside a distance of three miles from the
shore, or outside that distance.

93. Mr. O'Sullivan (to witness)—You heard the question of the
Inspector : do the Scotch boats fish oftener outside the three miles
limit, or inside of it 2—Cfte rer outside the three wmiles limit.

g4 That is very fair. Have you often scen them inside the three
miles limit 2—Yes, sir.

95. You have scen them do so from your boat *—Yes; but I would
not be very close sometimes.

96. Cn1er Ixspector.—They fish for herrings —Yes; they go
fishing for herring, but they fish for mackerel when they go out 15 miles.

97. Mr. Hugh Flinn—May I ask him some questions —

98. CHIEF INSPECTOR.—Yes.

Joun GosLING, cross-examined by Mr. Hugh Flinn.

99. You say these Scotch boats kill numbers of fish, both small and
large, X think you said, and no one ever sces them !—Yes, SIT.

100. The nets of these Scotchmen, are they deep, or do they float on
the water 2—They can put them down a couple of fathoms, or float
them on the surface of the water.

10). So they fish deep, or on the top of the water ?—1 have seen them,
and the ncts were on the top of the water.

_102. In that case you would be able to see all these big fish you men-
tion all go to the bottoin 2—1I have scen the nets on the top of the water,
and I have seen the fish drop out of the nets.

103. You saw the fish come against the nets. I want to know have
you ever, in ell your expericnce, seen fish come and strike the net and

go down *—The fish came against the net and kill themselves going
down.
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104. Imagination is all very well. You ure sworn. I want to know
have you ever scen mackerel come egainst the net, kill themselves,
and go down #—You want to make me a fish, I think, sir.

103. I won’t ask you any more questions. =)

108. Mr. O’Sulliven (to witness).——Mr. Gosling—when you bring in
your fish what way is the purchase made 2—There is no price named at
ell, sir.

107. When you have it ready what do the fish merchants do ?—
When we come in they ask us  what luck,” and we tell them, and we
get a docket, but no price is named. ]

108. And you have to wait for payment ?—VYes, sir. .

109. The merchant gets his price, and then you get their price from
them ?—Yes, sir. )

110. Do you approve of that way of dealing *—No, sir.

Joun GosLiNG, cross-examined by Rev. Wam. Ogg-

111. You say the Scotch fleet continue fishing into June ¥—Yes, air.

112. A very large proportion of them ?—Yes.

113. They think it would pay them to stop ?—I suppose so.

114. How many of them continue fishing into June ?—I counted
thirty-three of them one day.

115. Out of the total number 2—Yes, sir.

116. And how many would be the total number ?—Sixty sail.

117. So that more than half of them continue fishing in June 2—VYes,
SIT.
118. Most of them don’t go away about the end of May ?—XNo, sir.
119. You mentioned that the price of mackerel took g sudden drop
when the Scotch boats came jor the fishing ?—VYes, sir.

120. Did you ever know a season when the price of maclkerel dropped
before the Scotchmen came 2—Not so quick, sir.

121. Not so quick ?*—No, sir.

122. Did the price ever drop in late years before the Scotch boats
came ?—Yes, sir; but not so quick. The price falls when the Scotch
boats come.

Josepr CartHY, Kinszle, Fisherman, sworn, and examined by
Mr. O'Sultivan.

123. You are a fisherman, Carthy 2—Yes, sir.

124.. How long have you been fishing 2 —Since I wus a child.

125. Have you seen the Scotch boats fishing for herring 2—VYes, sir.

126. Have you seen them with mackerel on boird 2—Yes, sir.

127. And any other fish *—Yes, sir, gurnets, halke, sole and small
mackerel, and lots of small fish I don’t know the names of.

128. Lots of small fish you don’t know the names of 2—Yes, air.

129. Have you secn them throw them overboard ?—Yes, sir; every
year since I saw them come here. .

130. CHIEF INspEcTOR.—Last season I—Yes, sir; last fishing season.

131. Mr. O'Sullivan.—You were down the harbour last season ?—[
was, Sil. o

132. Did you observe a Scotch herring boat anchor there #—1I did. sir.

133. Kindly tell the Commissioners what they did *-—I heard splashes
in the water, and I turned round, and 1 saw them tossing and shovelling
baskets of fish overboard. They were small fish, small hake, and
mackerel, and gurnet, and I saw them floating past i the water.
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134. How long did that continue ?—They were two solid houra
emptying the fish into the sea.

135. Two solid hours ?—Yes, sir.

136. Well 2—1I think they got fagged out from the labour in the end.

137. Do you remember any incident you saw about three years ago ¢—
Yes, sir.

138. Tell the Commissioners what you saw ?2—I saw them capsizing
a lot of herrings overboard.

139. Was this in the outer harbour 2—VYes, sir.

140. And wag there afterwards a bad smell from them ?—I could
not make out how the men fishing could stand it.

JosepH CarTuy, examined by Rev. Mr. Ogg.

141.—Youdon't know the number of that Scotch boat you mention 2
—No, sir.

142. You don’t think it an extraordinary thing that you did not
get the name ?—I was not ncar enough.

143. Did you make any complaint 2—No; what was the use of
making a complaint ?

144¢. Why did they throw them overboard 2—The fish buyers would
not buy them, I suppose.

145. You are sure 1t was o Scotch boat 2—I am, sir.

146. But you don’t know the name or number 2—No, sir.
hat it was near Mr. Flinn’s hulk, and I can tell you this—

147. Cuer InspectorR—Don’t make speeches at all.

I know

JosEPn Cartuy, cross-examined by Mr. Hugh Flinn.

148. You have fished for mackerel many a time 2—Yes; since I
understood what it waa.

149. You have had large fish in your boats 2—VYes.

150. And you have had, I suppose, broken mackerel you could not
dispose of 2—Yes; many a time.

151. What did you do with them ?—Brought them ashore and sold
them.

1562. What did you get for them ?—They were not supposed to ba
badly broken, and we didn’t get so much for them as we would for
whole ones. Sometimes we got as much for them as we would for
whole ones.

153. You would not think that the fish you say you saw thrown
overboard might have been broken mackerel or herrings after a big
shot of fish #—No ; they were not. )

154. You saw them shovelling the fish overboard for two solid hours ?
—Yes; I did.

155. Eight men shovelling at them ?—They might not be all ehovel-
mg &t them. i 1

156. Suppose they were all shovelling ?——I did not see any shovels.

157. You said they were shovelled ?—Yes; for two hours.

158. How many fish would two men shovel over in that time ?—1
could not tell you. ) .

159. If you put three men shovelling herrings over in that way, or
mackerel, how many would they shovel over in two hours. I don't
know.  All the time the baskets were going over board.

160. You said they were shovelling fish for two hours. Suppose two
men I your boat, two good men, were shovelling fish overboard for
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two hours, how much mackerel do you think they would shovel out of
your boat 2—Thirty or forty thousand.

161. Mr. O’Sullivan.—That is an answer now.

162. BMr. Flinn.—1 don’t ask any more questions.

Wit Arnorp, Kinsale, sworn, and examined by Mx. O’Sullivan.

163. You were cmployed by the Kinsale Customs as an assistant
boatman 2-—Yes.

164. Do you remember in May of this year sceing o Scotch boat at
the pier head ?—VYes ; alongside the hulk.

165. Had they small mackerel on board ?—Ves.

166. How many ?—I asked * what luck,” and the skipper said about
30,000 or.40,000.

167. What did they do with them ?*—He asked me to go ashore for
someone to take them. I sent one man out.

168. How did they really dispose of them ?—I sent the one man off,
and he got 1,000, and they dumped the rest overboard.

169. What was the number of that boat —* L. H., 1107, Confidence.”

Wi, ArNorp, cross-sxamined by Mr. Hugh Flinn.

170. What day was that 2—I didn’t know there would be an inquiry
or else I would have taken more stock.

171. Did you not come to a meeting in this courthouse, called by
the urban council, and makes speeches and you must have known for
the last month or two at least about this inquiry —VYes.

172. Have you had notice of this inquiry *—I got notice of it.

173. I was sitting in the chair—where the chairman is now—and you
got up and spoke, and you gave the date, and the number, and the
quantity of the mackerel 2—I did not give the date.

174. You mentioned the date, allow me to say so, and I wounld have
allowed you to go on, but a gentleman asked me to say you were out of
order, and you were ruled out of order 2—I gave no date.

175. I ask no more guestions.

176. Mr. O'Sullivan.—No question arises out of such a volume of
reminiscences. I can’t follow him at all.

177. Mr. Hugh Flinn.—1 am not a professional man.

178. Mr. O’Sullivan (to witness).—Yousaw “ L. H. 1107, Confidence ”
getting rid of this quantity of fish ?—I did.

Wt ArvopP, cross-examined by Rev. Wm. Ogg.

179. 15 there any way you could discover the date on which you
saw what you describe 2—1 could discover the boat, but I did not put
down the date.

180. Is it connected with any other matter by which you could still
find out the date ?—No.

181. You don’t know the date by any means !~No; I don’t know
the date.

182. And there were only a thousand sold ?—Yes. '

183. And you say the other fish was dumped over the side 1—Yes;
I was there for three hours. ¥

184. Were the mackeret unfit for use 2—They were small, and wou
not sell at any price.
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185. Mr. Lawr, Inspector.—\Whose hulk was this boat alongside

01 7—Mr. O’Leary’s.
B 186. Mr. O’Neifl, s.c.c.—What month was it 2—The latter end of
May.
187, Cuisr Inseicror.—Was it last May, or May twelve months 2—
Last May, after the last inspection.

188. Cuier Inspecror—I think it is a point on which all are agreed
that a certain quantity of mackerel get into the herring nets, and we
don’t want any proofs on that point.

189. Rev. Wm. Ogg.—I am not prepared to deny that. It does not
form anv part of my case.

190. CnieF Ixspecror.—]Jt will save a great deal of time. We will
take it for granted that a lot of small mackerel are so caught.

19F. Mr. O'Sulfivan.—And cause a great volume of destruction.

192. Caier Insrecror.—We have had this point before. The
Scotel fishermen are eonvinced that a certain amount of small mackerel
must be caught whenever a shot is made for herrings. The nets come
in contact with the small mackerel, and when thev are caught then,
if Mr. Flinn or someonc else does not like to buy them, there is nothing
else to do but to throw them overboard. ’

193. Rev. Wm. Ogy.—If it is any help to Mr. O'Sullivan, part of my
case is that the quantity of wmackerel caught is not injurious to the
mackerel fishing ndustry.

194. Cater INspECTOR—We expect a large quantity are caught
occasionally when shots have been made for herrings.

195, Mr. O'Sullivan—I think you wiil find it is a constant thing.

196. Crrer InspecTor.—It goes on every year. If it occurred
constantly, that large quantities of small mackerel were caught and had
to be thrown overboard, then it is pretty clear the Scotch fishermen
would go away from the coast. They would not stop except they got
herrings most nights. )

197. Mr. O’ Sullivan.—My instructions are that it is not an occasional
oceurrence.

108. Carter Insprcror.—That it is habitual 7—

199. Mr. (FSullivan.—Yes.

Jomx C. REARDEN, Scilly, sworn, and examined by Mr. O’ Sullizan.

200. Where do you live, Mr. Rearden ?—At Scilly.

901. And vou have lived there for a number of years 2—Ves.

502, And how long do you know Kinsale ¢—Forty years.

903. You are conversant with the manner i which the fishing trade
is econducted here 2—Yes.

9204. You Jnow what is alleged by the mackerel fishermen, that
the small mackerel caught in the herring nets are an injury to the mack-

erel fishery 2—Yes.
205. What have you yourself seen 2—I have seen them thrown over

the side.
206. Have you seen any this year ¥—Yes; I have bought some.
207. Could you show any of them 2—Yes ; here is one of them, salted,
and here is another, fresh, to show the size (producing two mackercl).
208. Have you bought small mackerel ?—~Yes. 1 thought it a shame
they should be_ thrown away.
12111':?-25\\711“ did you pay for them ?—I bought a thousand for two
shilhngs.
210. Those the Scotch fishing nets destroyed ?—Yes.

L 3
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911. What kind of a fall fishing season have we had ?—The worst
that has ever been owing to the small mackerel being destroyed.

212. You attribute it to that ?—Certainly; and to nothing else.
The fish they catch arc quite uscless for market. When the big fish
are scarce they buy the small ones, and the small ones make a bad
market.

913. The fall fishing scason is a very Important factor in the welfare
of Kinsale !—Yes.

214. Why ?—Because of the number of men employed every week,
and bad seasons mean no employment for many.

215. Generally speaking, what is the condition of the fishermen
who live over in Scilly ?—In a terribly bad stute at present. I have
known men not carn two shillings in six months.

216. Cuier Inspector.—How does it compare with last year 2—The
fall fishing did not average £50 a week in wages, and this means a
great loss to the town. I could not tell the date of a heavy fall fishing.
It's gone down very much.

217. When does 1t begin 2—In August, or Scptember, and they fish
a litile earlier than that.

Jonx C. REARDEN, cross-examined by Mr. Hugh Flinn.

218. Is that fresh mackerel 2—Fresh and salted (handing them
over).

219. I don’t want them. Were they caught by Scoteh boats ?—No ;
they were caught on lines by my sons, and I have brought them here
for the benefit of the public. I brought them as a sample of what they
do catch.

220. You bought some small mackerel in the spring season, and you
cat at them at home ?—I1 hought them for my own usc.

221. That 1s what you hought them for 2—Yes.

222. You bought them for your own use, and you consider them to
be good food 2—Certainly not. I would not like to cat them too often.

223. You bought them, at any rate, for your own use, and cured them
for your own use, and eat them, and by that I can gather they are good
food 2—1 use a little of that sort of fresh fish, but they arc better than
herrings salted anyway.

224. You have been in the fish trade for a number of years, and you
have seen the Scotchmen coming to the coast 2—Yes.

225. And catching small mackerel every year 2—VYes.

226. Large quantities and small quantities every year ?—Yes.

227. Then you have said that the autumn fishing this year is ruined
by these Scotch herring boats coming last spring *—I nced not tell
you that—you know it well enough.

228. You have already said that the autumn fishing has been de-
stroyed by the quantities of small mackerel caught by the Scotch fisher-
men last season ?—Yes ; every season. That is my opinion.

229. You remember last fall geason #—Yes.

230. We had a good fall fishing last year ?¥—1 don’t take the same
view of it as you do.

231. You don’t remember ?—It may be good in your opinion, buf
not in mine. )

932. Do you think we had a good fall fishing last year —Well—T
should say we hLad.
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_233. Then if the small mackerel that was caught last spring fishing
ruined the autumn fishing this year, how can you aceount for all tli;:
vears the Scotchmen have been coming here fishing for small maclkerel,
and yet not ruining the autumn fishings 2—That 18 so; but it ruined
the spring fishing. Last year the spring fishing was a bad season

234. How can you account for the fish the Scotchmen caught last
year ruining the fishing, when the small mackerel caught has nu’tD ruined‘
the autumn fishing *—Genevally the spring scason has been a bad
one. I have often heard the buyers complain about it themselvés

235, That is your answer. I don’t ask any more questions. -

Jonx C. REARDEN, cross-examined by Rev. Wan. Ogg.

936. There has been a considerable decline in the fishing at Scilly ¢—
In all the harbour. ’

937. And this is not the first time tliere has been a decrease in the
fishing ?—No.

238. Is there a decrease in the spring fishing always 2—Yes.

2139. There is a general decline *—7The {all fishing is not what it used
to be.

240. But some seasons are better than others t—They are not what
they were.

941. Do you attribute the poverty of the fishermen not so much to
the quantities as to decrease in prices ¢—No; I don’t.

242. We all regret {o hoar of the poverty of the Kinsale fishermea.
Now do you attribute the decline in the fishing to the berring fishers,
or a decline in the price of mackerel 2—T attribute it to the fish destroyed.
The amount of small fish caught in the spring scason has destroyed the
antumn fishing.

945. But still the fishing in the autumn varies, and there are good and
bad scasons 2—That is so.

244. And next year yon hope the autumn fishing will be a good one 2—
The spring fishing gets worse from year to year.

a4h. I am speaking of the autumn fishing.  You expect the next
autumn fishing will be a good onc 2—It is destroyed by the spring
Gshing for herrings.

916, CHIEF InspECcTOR.—What you say is that in consequence of
the small mackerel caught at the spring fishing you have a bad fali
fishing t—Yes, sir. .

241 Rav. Wi Ogg (m.wmness)-—-DO you hope that next fall there
may be rather better fishing 2—I hope so.

948. Liven since the Scotchmen began to fish there have been fairly
good sutumn seasons 2—There may be o few.

949. You would not atfribute the decline altogether to the Scotch-
men i—No-

950. And Isay there may have heen fanly good, or good, scasons since
thev came 2—Yes.

951. Seasons that have heen fairly good !—Ves.

952, Blr. (/Sullivan. {to witness).—You don’'t consider that the
spring fishing by the S otchmen and the catehing the small mackeret
improves the autumn fishing ?—No ; certainly not.

233- And the autumn fishing is generally bad ?—It is.

254. What [ understand is that you attribute that continual decrease
year aitet year to the spring herring fishing by the 8 otchmen | —Yea.

n
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955. Rev. Wi Ogg (1o witness).—But in spile of the spring fishing
on the part of the Scotchmen there are fairly good fall seasons }-—1
don’t know about that.

236. You have told me so 2—{No anewer).

257, Cuicr IxspEcTOR.—How long have the Scotch fishermen been
fiching here !—About thirteen years.

258. Mr. Hugh Flinn—1I regret to ocecupy your time so much, but
there are so many cross-questions, I just want to ask one question.

259. Cuier IxspEcTOR.—Certainly.

260. Mr. Hugh Flinn (to witness).—Do you know, or do you not know,
whether we had a fairly good spring fshing last year *—I could not
tell that.

261. CeIEF INSPECTOR.—Do you mean last spring ?

262. Nr. Hugh Flinn—Yes, sir. (To witness)—You don’t know
whether we had a fairly good apring fishing for mackerel last spring 2—
1 could not tell that. I know Scotch boats are not allowed to fish any-
where else as they are here, and that is the reason they came here to
pass the time away.

963. Mr. O’Nedi, M.c.c. {to witness).—Do you know that fisherren
are obliged to give away their fish without being told the price ?-—Yes.

964, And in a general way, can you name any other port in which
{Le business is conducted in the same way —No.

$65. CeieF InspECTOR.—You are referring to the prico obtained
f2¢m the merchants ?

266. Mr. O'Neill.—Yes. They are obliged to give away their fish
_mthout being told the price for it, and that is a practice that enters
into destroying the industry in Kinsale.

2§7._t1-lfumss.-’l"hey are boycotted here. I often say they are fools
to do it. ..'

2€8. Rev. Wm. Ogg.—This may be a very important matter as between
the Kingale fishermen and the buyers, but I think it is a matter with
which this inquiry is not concerned. ]

269. Cer Inspecror.—No. The inquiry is not concerned with it.

270. Wiiness.—We have the fish buyers ruining the fishermen.

271, My, Vel .¢.¢.—X consider, sir, it is a very important matter
in regard to this industry, and if allowed to continue will stlll.more
seriously injure the mackerel, and 1 think you will find that the fhisher-
men of dificrent nationalities who come to our port will state that the
practice is a serious injury to the fishing. I would ask you, therefore,
to take the point into your consideration, and report to your Board
on it.

972. CB1erF Inspecror-—] am afraid it is outside the scope of this
inquiry. _ _

273, Rev. Wm. Ogg.—1t is not connected with the inquiry.

974. Mr. O’Sullivan.—It was a point which was set out in one of the
most important tesolutions forwarded to the Department, and, as Mr.
{7 Neill states, the way the business is conducted is & most important
fuctor in injuring the fishing industry in Kinsale. I. too, would urge
you to take the matter into your consideration, and report to your
Department.

(uicr InspecTOR.—To what purpose.

Mr. O’ Sulliran.—To inguire into the systema of buying.

Carer JNSPECTOR.—You see we can't compel the merchants to adopt
o different procedure.

Mr. ¢ Sulliven.—Ne, sir; but you can report to your Department
what you consider its effeet s on the fishing industry.
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Crier InspeEcToR.—We have got nothing to say to that —certsinly
not.

R:v. Wm. Ogg.—I think the Bill limits the inquiry to one particular
point.

BMr. O’Sullivan.—Oh! no.

R v. Wim. Ogg—1I think so.

Mr. O'Sullivan.—Your inquiry, gir, includes the consideration of the
** more cflectual government, management, protection, and improve-
ment of the fisheries of the district,” and, I respectfully submit that
the matter of the way in which the fish merchants arrange the prices
with the fishermen would come within the scope of the taquiry.

Cuier IxspECcTOR.—We can’t deal with the question.

Mr. O'Sullivan.—Very well, sir. 1 can put before you the evidence
of at least twelve or fiftecen more fishermen, but it would be in the same
direction as that you have already heard, and I don’t want to occupy
your time if you think the evidence I have given you is sufficient. 1
understand also that there are fishermen from Glandore who are willing
to come Jorward and give evidence.

Curer IxspecTor.—There are one or two things on which yon may
be able to give additional evidence before you stop calling witnesses.
We want to know something about the amount and the irequency of
the occurrence in regard to the destruction of small fish. How often
and in what quantities, have these Scotch fishermen destroyed small
fish. How often have these great quantilies of small mackerel been
thrown into the sea ?

Mr. D. H. Lang, Inspector—And if they are landed any particular
time of the year, and the amount each time, I should also like to know.

CuicF InspECTOR.—Whether small mackerel are more likely to be
caught in one particular part of the scason than at another ?

Mr. D. H. Laxg, Inspector.—And the name of the particular ground
on which they are caught ?

Mr. O'Sullivan.—Very well, sir. T shall re-call Mr. John Gosling.

Mr. JorN GosLing, re-called, and examined by Mr. O’Sulliven.

275. The Inspectors would like Lo know whether the catches of small
mackerel by the Scotch fishermen occur through the season, or only
at certain times 2—It occurs through the season.

276. Is it greater ot onc period than at another !—1It is larger about
the beginning of the season than at the end. It is large about the
middle of the scason.

977. And the scason is from sometime in May until sometime in June !
—Ye¢s, BiT.

978. A large quantity of small mackerel would be caught about the
middle of May ?—About the third week in May.

279. Cuier InspecTOR.—Thirty or forty Scotch boats would come
ia after a night’s fishing—have you ever known half of them to he fuil
of small mackerel, or what is the proportion for each ?

280. Mr. O’Swullivan.—I will get him to answer that, sit.  {T'o witness)
How many Scotch boats fish for herring off the harbour 2—Sometines
forty suil.

281. And of those how many would have mackerel ?—Ten or twelve.

282. Mr. D. H. LAxE, Imspector.—ls that the greatest number '—
That 15 the greatest I saw, sir.

283. Cuier Insrector.—Can you tell me whether the small mackere
was struck inshore or off shore 2—T could not tell that. sir.

B2
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Mr. O'Sullivan.—He has no information about that.

Jorn GosLiNg, cross-examined by Rev. Wm. Ogg-

284. Do you ever fish for small mackerel yourself from Kinsale —
No, sit.

285. Do you know that at Kinsale it may bave occurred that at the
middle or the end of May the Kinsale fishcrmen went out in small boats
and caught thosc small mackerel themselves ¢—No, sir.

266. That never happened 2—No, sir. They fish with & different
mesh. It is a two three-quarter mesh we use, and that would not
catch those small mackerel. What we use are fall nets.

987. Are they the same as you use in the middle of May ?—We use
& three three-quarter mesh for the spring nets, from April till June for
large mackerel, and we could not take the small mackerel. Our mesh
is too large.

288. And you fish from the beginning of May ?—VYes.

289. And you use the small nets —Some of the boats take out the
small nets about the first of July or the end of June.

250. And catch the same kind of fish as the Scotchmen !—No ; they
catch some spring fish that are after spawning.

291. And do they differ from the small mackerel caught by the
Scotchmen ?—They are a diflcrent fish altogether.

292. My. O Suilivan.—The smallest Kinsale mesh is two and three-
quarter inches *—Yes.

293. Mr. Hugh Fiinn (to witness).—Lct me understand you. You
have said that the nets used for the spring fishing are three and three-
quarter inches #—Yes.

294. And the smallest mesh is two and three-quarter inches 2—VYes.

2¢5. Is it not a fact that yon mix your train of nets—the two three-
quarter inch, and the three and three-quarter inch 2—No ; I never did.

296. You don’t know if the other fishermen do so 2—I have never
seen it done.

297. You have never had any of your fall nets in your spring train —
There was one season when we were getting new nets, twelve new fall
rets, and I took them out fishing.

298. And the fall nets were used in the spring train 2—Yes.

25{9. How many nets does your spring train contain 2—Torty-five
vards.

W Arnopr, re-called, and examined by Mr. O Sullivan.

200. You have heard the Inspector ask whether all the Scotch boats,
or only o certain porticn of them take the small mackerel—what pro-
portion of the Scotch boats do you say take the small mackerel I—
Between twenty and thirly.

301. Qut of what number of sail 2—Out of forty sail.

302. Cuier InspEcTOR.—And how many of them would have shot
that night 2—The whole lot.

303. Mr. O'Sullivan—And you say more than half of them would
have fish 2—Yes.

504. Right through the week 7—Yes.

305. Mr. Lang, Inspector.—Sixteen or twenty boats would have
mackere] 7—Yes. \

306. What woull be the highest quantity !—Between forty and
hity theusand.
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307. CrIEF INsrEcTOR.—DBetween the lot 2—No, sir; in one boat.

308, Mr. O’Sullivan.—What part of the season was that *—It was
about the sceond weelk in May.

309. Mr. O'Sullivan.—I can get similar evidence from other fisher-
men, but I do not wish to occupy your time by repeating the same
evidence. There are a couple of Glandore fishermen here you may
wish to hear.

Cmer IxsrecTor.—You base your case on the supposed damage
done to mackerel fishing by the catching of these small mackerel 2

Mr. O'Sullivan.—1 do; because the mackerel fishing is a large in-
dustry here. There is no hercing fishery at all by the local fishermen,
who complain, and you have heard their evidence, that they are greatly
injured. They complain that the Scoteh fishers inflict o consistent
and continuous injury.

Mr. O’Netll—Aund it will rwuin the fishing industry here.

Mr. Laxg, Inspector.—And whether the herrings are landed in May
or later docs not matter to you for the purposes of your case ?

Mr. O'Sulliven.—No. We complain of a coutinuous injury.

Captain Townsend, (landore.—I came here, sir, with & number of
Glandore fisherinen, who agree with the views expressed by Mr.
O"Sullivan. A meeting was held at Glandore, and we were deputed
to come here.

Cuier InspEcToR.—That is not evidence.

Capraiy TowwnsexDp, examined by Mr. O’ Swllivan.
Y

310. Were the men with you ot a meeting at Glandore over which
you presided 2—Yes. ’

311. Fishermen, shopkeepers, and mackerel curers were at the meet-
ing 2—VYes ; they were. _

312, Do they hold that the Scotch fishermen are an injury to their
fishing 2—Yes ; they do.

313. And you made a statement to that ecfiect 2—Yes.

314. Do the Scoteh boats resort to Glandore harbour ?—1I have never
seen them there. )

Cuier INsprcTOR.—If we are going into thesc details, he should be
8WOTIL. i

Mr. LaNE, Inspector.—There certainly ought to be evidence that way.

Cuicr INspECTOR {to Captain Townsend)—DBetter take the book.

Caprain TowNSEND, was then sworn, and examined by Mr. O’ Suflivan.

315. You presided at a meeting held at Glandore to consider the
questions of the fishing ¢—Yes. !

316. That meeting was attended by a number of skippers of mackerel
fishing boats 2—Ves.

317. And also mackerel curers ¥—Yes.

318. Engaped in the trade, aund cxporting the mackerel to America
—Yes.
. 819, Was that meeting held to protest about this herring fishery
in the Spring 2—VYes. .

320. Is it very injutious to the mackere! trade 2-=Yes; 1t is.

321. The mackerel trade is the only one around there I—VYes; ab
solutely the ouly one, and the fish are pickled and exported to Awierica,
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322. CuieF InsPEcTOR.—Before going into the other side, I think
1t would be well if you could make any suggestion as to what you think
your people want us to do.

Mr. O'Sullivan—1 will tell you, sir. At one time the mackerel
fishermen, and I believe the Scotchmen, and the fish buyers—I may
not be quite correct—entered into an agreement that the herring fishing
should not be prosecuted until after a certain date, I think the 16th of
May, and I think that date was later than the 16th of May, I think it
approached nearer to June. That agreement was broken, ¥ don’t know
for what cause, and now our objeet is to try and have the herring fishery
put back so as to afford the mackercl fishermen a chance to realize
something like good seasons, and prevent the bad seasons and the drop
in prices that are going on at present.

Crer InsrecTorR.—Your proposal would be to put back the opening
of the herring fishery until the 16th May ?

Mr. O Swlliven.—Or even later. The 16th May was the recommen-
dation of the former inspectors, but I am instructed conditions have
changed, and it should be put back to the 1st June.

Crier IvsrEcTOR.—That would be too far. At the former tnquiry
the arrangement arrived at between the Scotch fishermen and the local
fishermen was that the herring fishery should not begin until the 12th
May.

Mr. O'Nen.L, s.c.c.—I had the honour of being at the last inquiry
and the Inspectors recommended the 1Gth May, but the conditions
then would not and could not apply now. If there was an agrecment,
then about the 12th May, it should be the Ist June now.

Mr. O'Sullivan.—It appears from a communication I received from
the Scotch Fishery Board that a voluntary agreement exists amongat
the Scotch fishermen that there shall be no herring fishing except ior
bait purposes from the 1st April to the 10th May.

Rev. Wm. Ogg.—Where ?

Mr. O'Sullivan.—At Stornaway, Barra, Serabaster, and Stromness.

BarTROLEMEW DoxovaN, sworn ; examined by Mr. O’Sullivan.

322a. You reside at Kinsale 2—Yes.

323. Do you cansider the Scotch fishermen inflict an injury on the
Kinsale mackerel fishery 7—1I do.

324. In what way ?—By catching the small fish.

325. What do they do with them —From the time they take in their
nets i the morning until they arrive in the harbour they are throwing
small mackerel overboard.

326. Are you a fisherman 21 am in a sense.

327. Mr. O'Sullivan.—How long have you been acquainted with the
fishing 2—Twenty or ihirty years.

328. Bailing in and out with them ?—Yes; in a Kinsale boat.

329. Ard what bave you scen them do —1J saw them throw plenty of
fish overboard that was not saleable.

330. What else ~~They never bring alongside the pier head what
they cannot sell.

331. Cuier IxspecTor.—Do you know whether when a shot for
mackerel is made they get herrings too ?—I dare say they do.

332. In large quantities 2—Yes. I have seen the mackerel boats
fishing alongside the herring hoats. 1 have seen the herring boats kil
mackerel, and tlie mackeral fall to the hottom becanse the mesh is too
small 10 catch them.
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333. And that is an injury to the mackerel fishing 2—0f course it is,
sir.

33+, Curer InspEcTorR.—And the herring boats catch mackerel
constantly ?—Yes, sir. )

335. Crter InspEcToR.—You have some evidence, Mr. Ogg ?

336. Rev. Wm. Ogg.—Yes, sir. )

CuIer InspECTOR.—We will adjourn now till half past two o'clock.

[On resuming,)

Crirr IysPecToR suid —Before evidence is given 1 shounld like to
gay there is one thing I would like should bLe considered. Sipposing
that we fix upon a date, whatever that date may be, when the herring
fishery is to commence, we want to see how it is proposed to be carried
into effect ?

Mr. O'Sullivan.—That is the difficulty. 1 see that. At the formor
inquiry the Inspectors were not possessed of the necessary powers to
make a close season order, but they submitted to the Lord Licutenant that
be should advise some legal means by which effest could be given to their
recommendation that fishing for herrings should not commznce till the
16th May off the Irish coast. "That enactment was not secured, but
we have a new Department now, and we look confidently to somsthing
practical being done.

Cuer Inspecror.—There is a case on the coast of Donegal, where,
as you are aware, a herring fishery goes on. We were asked by the
fishermen on the coast there to fix a close time during which the herring
fishery should not talee place, and we made a by-law, which I t_hm!(_[
have got here. Thisis it :—** And we do hereby make and ordain this
By-Law, by which it is prohibited, and it is hereby prohibited, to have
drift nets for the capture of herring, fastened together, so a3 to form
a train ready for fishing, on board any fishing vessel during the month
of April cach year, within three geographical miles of any part of the
coasts of the counties of Antrim, Londonderry, and Donegal, between
Ramore Iead in the county of Antrim, and Malinmore or Teelin Head
in the county of Donegal.” This works very well on the coast of
Donegal. The first time we had a by-law meking it prohibitory to
have any drift net for the capture of herrings on board during the
montl of April in each year, withm three miles of any part of the
coast which extends from the Bloody Foreland to Malin Icad, Loth in
Donegal, but this was [vund to be a hardship, because the boats coulld
not start from their home po.ts except whea weallier suited, and it
would be a great hardship to prevent them having their nets with them,
even if they arrived before the opening day. It was suggested by the
Scotchmen, and by the Coast Guards, and others, that the case would
be met if we prohibited them from having the nets ready for fishing.
Now they don’t begin to put the nets together until they arrive, and
if they sct otherwise they will break the by-law which T have just
read. ~ As far as corrying out any by-law now to be made that is the
only way we could make it workable. .

Nr. O'Sullivan.—VY ou may bave power to prevent the landing of
fisk on the hulk or the quay. ]

Cnier InspEcToR.—If we prohibited that, it wouki be only neces-

sary to tranship off the harhour here.
Mr. Sullivan.  That is sa.
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Caer INsPECTOR.—We have given it careful consideration. Some
difficulties cropped up also in regard to the berring fishery in Donegal.
Tt was there we arrived at that resolution, and it is only in that direc-
tion we could arrive at a means of enforcing anything of the sort here.

Mr. O Sullivan.—1i effectual in Donegal it would be eflectual here.

Cmier INspEcTOR—After we have heard the Scotch witnesses, we
will consider the matter again.

Ir. O’Sullivan—1 wish to point out that the resolution we for-
warded to the Department asks you to prohibit the herring fishery here
up to a certain date. We don’t want to have the fishery prohibited
all over Ireland, but over a sufficient area only so as to protect the
maclerel {'shing in the south.

Cpier IxsprcTOR.—1What we suggested in the former inquiry was
to fix such an area {from T’oor Iead to Mizen Head.

Mr. O'Sullivan.—T1 am afraid that would hardly be sufficient, because
the herring fishery goes up to Dunmore. s

CmEer IxspEcTOR.—There is no mackerel fishing at Dunmore. We
don’t want {0 interfere with anything going on to the east of Ballycotton,
because we thought that anything that goes ou there has no econnection
with this place.

Mr. O Sulltvan.—Wonld Mizen Head be far enongh west ?

Cmier InsrEcTOR.—We could nat possibly make the regulation
further west than Mizen Head. They fish for herring in Bantry Bay,
but that could not possibly effect the fishing off Kinsale.

Mr. LaxE. Inspeetor.—A: Dungarvan they are totally opposed to this.

Mr. O Suilivan.—They have a herring fishery there.

Crier IxsPECTOR.—We held an inquiry last summer at Dunmore
and Dungarvan with the idea of making a close time for the herring,
and the local fishermen at Dungarvan were utterly and eutirely opposed
to any restriction of the sort. ~When we thought of an area from Poor

Head to Mizen Head we folt convinced we were going a long way to
meet the case here. -

Mr. O’Sullivan.—You are certainly

Ciser InspEcTOR. —There is another pomt. Frenchmen come to
this coast, but no Frenchmen come to the coast of Donegal, and of
course if any restriction were made here it would not apply to them,
except o far as entering the harbours, and they, no doubt, kill o great
many small mackerel too. Most of them fish Tor mackerel, but a few
fish {or herring. I have seen French boats here. '

Mr. O’Suilivan.—Of late years they have not been here at all.  As
regards the area, the fishermen say the boats can run into liere and go
to Dunmore in three or four hours.

Curer IxspEcTor.—We could not extend the area further.
now hear the evidence of the Scotch fishermen.

Rev. Wm. Ogg, d.a., Cockenzie, N.B., then said :—As is explained
in the minute now handed in 1 am here in support of the Cockenzie
men. A Jarge number of these men come to Kinsale cvery year to
cateh herrings, and as their intcerests are a good deal aficcted by this
inquiry, they have asked and received permission to be present and
to give evidence. My own cobnection with the matter may be bricfly
stated. I happen {o be a minister of the parish {rom which these men
come, and om, naturally, concerned with whatever concerns them.
I have also been for a time the Honorary Sceretary of the Scottish
East Coast Fisheries Association—a combination of fishermen extending
from Aberdeen to Berwick, and have had in that capacity opportunities
of knowing the fecling entertained on this subject by the fishermen

We will
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along the east coast. Many other places besides Cockenzie are inter-
ested in this inquiry, and will be aflected by its findings. If Ishould be
asked why those other places arc not represented here, my amswer
would be twofold. In the first place, this is the time when the im-
portant herring fishing on the English coast is beginning. ITundreds
of erews jrom Scotland have alveady sailed for these fishings, and it
1s consequently almost impossible to find men able to spare time to
make a long journey to Kinsale. In the next place it may be said
that the Coclenzic witnesses who will be introduced to-day are known
and trusted by their fellow workers along the Scottish coast. Hence
their cvidence may be regarded as fairly representative. At the same
time, I would respectfully urge on the Comrmissioners, who are con-
ducting this inquiry, that before putting into shape any recorumen-
dations that would alter the present position of aflairs they should
endeavour to visit Scotland as was done on a former occasion, and
should reccive evidence from a larger number of men than can spare
the time or money to come here to-day. 1 should like to add that we
come here with no ill intent towards the Irish fishermen. We are
sorry to learn from the evidence led to-day that such bad conditions
at present prevail in the mackerel fishing carried on in Kinsale.
Scottish fishermen have themselves felt many a time the pinch of bad
tinies, and are able to svmpathise with other fishermen who are sufier-
ing. No men more readily sympathise and rally to the help of their
fellows than do fishermen, and with this sentiment and action nation-
ality has nothing whatever to do.

Mr. (PSullivan.—Hear, hear.

Rev. Win. Ogg.—We trust that the evidence which we have prepared
now to give will at least point to some remedy for local gricvances
besides the one on which the local fishermen scem to be insisting, and
that the mackerel fishing shall be improved in some other way than by
depriving the Scottish fishermen of the opportunity of carrying oa their
hewring fishing at Kinsale. 1 will now call George Thompson.

Georers TuoMrsow, Scotch Fisherman, sworn, and examined by the
Rev. Wae Ogg.

' 837 You are the owner and skipper of a Scotch fishing vessel #—Yes,
8IT,

lI.338. And you are in the habit of coming fishing to Kinsale 2—Yes,
a1y . .
339 You were here during the last season ?—Yes, sir.

310. And the previous scason 2—Yes, sir.

34). Tlow long is it since you began to come to Kinsale 2—Twenty-
threy years, sir. ) )

342 At what period of the year do you reckon to begin fishing at
Kinsale 2—Ifirst of May, sir. -

343. What date did you begin last scason ?—The 5th May, st

344. You would have preferred to begin on the 1st *—Ves. )

345. But you happened to be short, and could not come ?—Yes, sir.

346. In 1904 when did yon begin 2_—About the 1st May, sir.

347. And when you come to Kiusale do you find the mackerel fishing
going on 7—Yes.

t341?. Are your boats close to them ?—1I never tried to get aside them
at ail.

7-3‘19' Mr. Laxe, Inspector.—When he says the 1st May he came to
Kinsale, does that mean the first day he caught fish!
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350. Rev. Wm. Ogg.—Yes, sir. (To witness) When you are fishing
for herring, and the mackere} boats are fishing for mackerel, what dis-
tance lics between the boats I—We alwoys try to keep a clear berth
of from two to three miles.

351. From the maclkerel boats 2—Yes.

352. And are the mackerel boats outside of yours ?—VYes, sir.

353. CHIEF INSPECTOR.—Are you generally outside the mackerel
koats 2—No, sir; they are generally outside of us.

354. Rev. Wm. Ogg.—How far from the shore would your herring
bozts be ?—Beyond Bullman’s Buoy. I reckon three and a half miles
{rom the shore, and as far as fifteen miles.

355. From the shore *—Yes, sir ; according to where the fish arc.

356. Did you hear the statement by the Irish fishermen that the
Scotch boats were sometimes found about two miles off the coast 2—
Yes, sir.

357. What do you say to that 2—We were never two miles off.

358. You were always more ?—Yes.

359. Have you ever known Scotch fishermen to fish that distance
from the shore 2—No, sir.

360. What would be the nearest distance ?—About three and a half
miles.

361. You get mackerel in your nets at times 2—7Yes, sir.

362. In large quantities ?—About fifteen or twenty mease.

363. Are you accustomed to throwing away the small mackerel you
catch 2—We don’t throw any away.

364. Have you ever known & Scotch boat to do so 2—XNot that I
know of.

Mr. Bat. Donoven, Kinsale.—I worked in those boats with him, and
I say be did.

365. Rev. Wm. Ogg (to witness).—Did you hear the statement with
regard to the * Confidence ** ?—Yes, sir.

366. Do you happen to know the skipper of the * Confidence ™ 72—
Yes, sir.

367. A pretty long time ?—Yes, 8ir.

368. Did vou ever hear him allude to that cxtraordinary event you
heard described ?—Never.

Br. O'Sullivan.—That 18 not evidence. He is asking the witness
to give evidence about a statement made about another person.

Cuier InspecToR.—Ile must speak from his own experience, Mr. Ogg.

369. Rev. Wm. Ogg—Very well, sir. (To witness)—There was a
meeting at Cockenzie at which you were present when the fishermen
were asked the state of things, and did you hear

Mr. 0’ Swllivan.—That is not evidence.

Rev. Wm. Ogg.—There was a meeting at Cockenzie at which the fisher-
men coming to Ireland were present, and the question was put to them—
““ tell us the state of things whatever they are, of your relations with
the Kinsale Mackerel fishermen,” and I—

Mr. O'Sullivan.—1 agein object, sir. This is not evidence.

Cuier InspecTor.—I think you had better stick to Mr. Thompson,
Mr. Ogg.

370. Rev. Wm. Ogg.—Very well, sir. {To witness}—Do the mackerel
and the herring swim at the seme level 2—No, sir.

371. How do you get the mackerel; do you get them on the top of
the water 2—They generally swim to the surface.

372. And you let the nets down to catch the herring !—Yes If
the buoy rapes were lengthened the muckerel wonld swim over.




o
=Y}

374. Do you cateh mackerel in old nety 2—No, sir.

374. It is only in new nets you catch mackerel ¢¥—YVYes, sir. Some-
times the new nets are in a proportion of 50 to 60.

375. Do the new nets catch much !—Not much the first scason.

376. What amount of herrings would bring the new nets down ?—
About 100.

377. Are they taken down directly 2—Yes; and then the mackerel
are cought.

378. Besides Kinsale, do you catch small mackerel at other places 2—
Yes, siT.

379. You know the Ilowth fishing 2—Yes.

380. Have you caught small mackerel at Howth ?—Yes, sir.

381. And had a ready sale for them ?—Ves, sir.

382. Do you consider them fit for food 2—VYes, sir.

$83. Do you think the amount of small mackerel you catch would
make any appreciable difference in the catch of the large mackerel 72—
Wherever the herrings are the small mackerel are too, sir.

384. Did you fish in 1901 ¢—Yes, sir.

385. Was there a large quantity of mackere! cought that year 1—Yes,
sir.

386. Is there anything in your memory about the 1901 year in con-
nection with a large quantity of mackerel 2—No.

387. Do you remember any incident ?—Yes; I was kept ashore
because the mackerel fishing was so abundant.

388. And for at least ten years you had been fishing and catching
mackerel as before 2—VYes, sir.

389. 8o that ag far as the year 1901 was concerned the number of
mackerel was not lessened ?—No, sir.

390. You are a practical fisherman, and you sail along various parts
of the coast, and ju your visits to Kinsale at times have you ever seen
large guantities of mackerel 2—Ves.

501. And no one to catch them ?—No, sir.

392. In your work at Kinsale have you been on good terms with the
1rish fishermen ?—VYes, sir-

393. Always ?—VYes, always; 50 far as T know.

264. You never heard a complaint made by them ?—Never.

395. The terms are quite good and cordial ?—Yes. I never heard
any complaints made by them. -

396 . Was it a surprise to you that this inquiry should be held #-~Yes,
blrb;;IEF InspECTOR.—It cannot have been very much of a surprise,
because we had & similar inquiry before.

Rev. Wm. Ogg.—I want to bring out that so far as the local fishermen
are concerned there has never been a conflict.

Mr. James O'Neill.—We consider there never has been.  They didn’t
knock any of them down you know.

307. Rev. Wm. Ogg (to wltness)-—.Suppose the close season were
fixed during the month of May, would it pay you as a Scotch fisherman
to come here at all Z—No; it would not pay at all.

398. What is the laotest date it would pay the Scotch fishermen to
come here 2—The first of May, sir. .

399. Curer Inspzcror.—Were you at the lust inquiry at Cockenzie
when we sat there 2—No.

400. Do you ever remember, or do you remermber, there having been

an arrangement by which the Scotch hoats would not fish until the 12th
Mav I—Yes, sir; the 11th Mav.
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£01. The 11th May; do you think that would he suitable for the
Scoteh boats ?—1I would go in for the 1st May.

402. But for the sake of meeting all these difficulties would you be
satisfied to agree about the date in May ?*—It would make a difference.
1 would prefer the 1st May.

403. Have you been fishing the Donegal coast at all 2—No, sir.

GrorGE THOMPSON, cross-examined by Mr. O’ Sullvan.

404. Mr. Thompson, what is the name of your boat 2—* The Boy’s
Own.”

405. What number ?— L. H. 295.”

406. You were fishing here last season —1 was, sir.

407. And for how many years before 2-—Tiwenty-three, sir.

408. What is the shortest distance from the shore you land the fish ?
—Three and a half miles. _

409. Ts that off Bullman ?—Yes, 8Ir.

410. Have you ever been inside that 2—No, sir.

411. You have shot your nets there :—V¥es, sir.

412. What is the largest quantity of small mackerel you say you
caught in 2 night 2—Tiiteen or twenty mecase.

413. During the season how often does that occur *—Not very ofteu.

414. Not very oiten ?—No, sir.

415. How often would you catch ten mease during the season 2—
Well, some day we would get that—ten mease, but not very often.

416. It varies from twenty to ten and fifteen mease ?*—Yes, sip

417. And sometimes you get more 7—Yes; and sometimes no&e. .

418. Taking the scason altogether would you bave a great number
of mackerel in your nets oftener than not *-I don’t understand.

419. 1 thought the question was quite plain. You say that some-
times you get fifteen mease 2—Yes.

420. And sometimes twenty mcase —Yes ; not often.

421. Aud somctimes ten mcase ?—Yes.
aohgnct i pos mets mmore than ball that Aoy n Jopve emall
time I get them. 973018 hot, Qvlcy

3213' Curer IINISI’E%T;)“;E"“Y{ night you would go out would you
catch some maclerel “—Yes; a lew, and so 17 .
mackerel and no herring- me nights I would get no

Mr. O Sullivan.—Docs he get mackerel ev i i :
season—that s the point ? ¢ ery night during the herring

Mr. Laxg, Inspector—I think he says he gets them always.

424, Cazcr INSPECTOR (to witness).—There is always a sprinklin
of mackerel through the herrings *—Yes; generally a sprinklin ng
mackerel through the herring. s

425. Mr. O’Sullivan {to witness).—Give the average quantity 2—
About two mease a week. )

426. When a Kinsele fisherman of experience says that a Scoteh
boat threw 30,000 or 40,000 over board, is he merely romancing 2—
That has never happened.

427. That is what you say ?—VYes.

428, It never happened ?—Never.

429. I supposc you think the fisherman who said that was drawing
on his Irish rmagination ?—Yes.

N430_. I see. 1 think you draw on your imagination a little too I—
0, 8it. ’
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43J. You don’t #—No, sir-

432. Do you say you never heard a complaint about the small
mackerel being caught until this inquiry —No, sir.

433. Think *—No, sir.

434. Tell me—have you ever heard about an inquiry ?—No.

4335. Really, listen to me; did you hear nothing about an inquiry at
Cockenzie in 1893 2—Yes.

436. An inquiry at which John Brown, and William Dickson, Joshua
Porter, and others were examined ?—Yes, sir.

437. And was not the inqu_iry the result of complaints made about
small maclierel being caught in herring nets 2—I think sa.

438. There was an inquiry at Coclkenzic on the subject, another at
Anstrather, and elsewhere —1 don’t know anything about them.

439, You don’t know John Wm. Smith ?—No, sir.

440. Or Wim. Lindsay ?—No, sir.

411. Well, at all cvents we have it on record that the Commissioners,
as the result of complaints made of fishing for herrings off the south
coast of Ireland before the 1st June in each year, held an inquiry, and

on tell me you never heard any of the complaints 2—No, sir.

Mr. Hugh Flinn—Was it & complaint by local fishermen ?

442. Mr. O Sullivan—The inquiries were the results of complaints
by local fisheymen. (To witness)—What price do you get for this small
mackerel vou catch off the coast here 2—Diflerent prices.

443, What price 2—A shilling a hundred, or five shillings a mease
and ten shillings o mease.

444. And two shillings & mease ?1 can only speak for myself, and
I never saw it as low as two shillings a mease.

445. Or two and six 2—No ; five shillings a mease.

446. You never saw any of the small fish thrown overboard ?—No ;
nor never saw anyone heaving them overboard either.

447. More of the Irish imagination 2—Yes.

448. In 1901 you say the quantities of mackerel were so abundant
you were not allowed out to fish #—The Scotch boats never went out
of the harbour then. .

449. You said the quantity of mackerel in 1901 was so enormous
you were kept ashore 2—Ycs.

450. Was that the yeal the Scotch fishermen stunk the ha.rbqur
with the quantities of herrings they threw overboard *—We never did.

451. Or in 1902 7--No i never. '

452. Do you remember two or three years ago a large quantity of
fish was thrown overboard by the Scot?lm fishermen in the outer har-
bour, and there arose & smell that was like the seven plagues of Egypt ?

_25?3 . i:ILz:\‘; you never heard any complaints made about the fish

rorhonrd 1—No, Never. .

th;ogzn \?g{?;{;u fishing Jast year for herring near the same spot ?—No.
455. 1 think you will never go there again. You are aware that
] ard your herring fishing as injurious —No.

the Kinsale fishermen rcg; )  his
436. In all your experienct coming here you never heard that 2—
Never; and I will tell you why, because we cannot go two nights out

for the same fish- "
457. Is that the reasov —Yes. Ii we could get all the fish in one

night at one place, we necd not go out the next night. ‘
458. Cumier Insprcror—Ii you get a shot of fish the same mght,
ou need not go out the next night 2—Ne.
459. And if you did you would take a different course *—Yes.
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460. 1f you got a shet of mackerel one night in one place you would
not be likely to get it the next night —We never steer for mackerel
we always steer for herring.

461. Mr. O’Sulliven.—The Kinsale fishermen belicve, Mr. Thompson,
that your fishing for mackerel is injurious to their trade !—1 don't
believe that.

462. Do you believe they are honest in their expression of opinton 2—-
How can we help what they believe.?

Crier INSPECTOR.—At the last inquiry we had very much the same
evidence us to the enormous amount of small mackerel killed, and yet
gince 1902 there have been extremely good years fishing at Kinsale.

br. O'Sullivan.—1 would 2sk you to read the records that will be
furnished to you, and I think you will find there has been o great dimi-
nution in the mackerel trade in this port.

Mr. Laxe, Inspector.—The catch per boat is quite & different thing.

Mr. O’Sullivan.—Take it even that way. I am here ten years, and
during that time I can plainly sce it for myself.

Cuier InspEcToR.—Kinsale topped the list at all events, two or
threc times, and was ahead of all other stations on the coast during
the last twelve years.

463. Mr. O’Sulliven (to witness).—Would you not think it fair to
fish the entire waters for a week or s fortnight, and give the Kinsgle
men o chance of earning a living in their own home ?—There would
be no uge in our coming here if that was not the case. We fish right
around to Scotland. We must follow the fish. g

464. About how much per boat in money do you take out of Kinsale ?
—We took £40 last year. i

465. What is your average earnings over several years 2—£100

466. Do you know that some boats took as much ns £3007 Vo
and some £5(:1. N i 33

467. And during the same years the Kinsale fishermen e
—I don’t know. In money and drink the Scotch toolk £308§(:1:;‘11%'mn1
within the last five years. Badle

468. What is the highest that you took out of it ¢_g£950

469, Within the f1:19.!'. five years 2—VYes. -

470, Ts £250 8 fair average ?—No: that is tle hi

471. Rev. Wm. Ogg. (to witness).—You get macker};lgilrllet?)bygzitﬁets 2
do you find the English fishermen generally object to your etting
mackere} 2—No ; there is no objention. ’ Retting

472. You never heard of it 2—Never, sir.

GreoreE TuoMPsON, examined by Mr. Hugh Flinn.

478. You say you have been year after year fishin '—Ves si

474. And all the years you have come });(mr P“rpo%ahiszg' to‘ﬁ?ﬁ Sﬁ)rr
herrings, and all the years you have been fishing for herring vou have
always got more or less of these mackerel 2—Ves, gir. 63 o

475. It bas been sworn by one of the witncsses’ that a Scotch bnat
threw over 30,000 or 40,000 small mackerel at o {ine '3—-{/%

476. You heard that ?—Yes, sir. ’ ’

477. You were hizreblast year —VYes, air.

478. As regards the boat *“ Confidence,” it is sw
ance threw o%erboard 30,000 to 40,000 ?-—Yes, gisr‘,mm ke 6 ISt

479. Did you see that boat ~ Confidence ™ in Kingale last venr ¢ —Yeas.
SIE.
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480. Do you, of your own knowledge, think that boat took anything
like 30,000 or 40,000 mackerel at one time 2—Never.

_481. A few thousands are not much to people who are exaggerating ;
did you sce the boat ** Confidence,” or any other boat, that is a Scotch
boat, or any boat, in fact, throw any mackerel over into Kinsale har-
bour Jast year ?—No.

482. Or in any other year #—No, never (interruption).

483. 1 should not be interrupted. You have said that when going
to get a shot of fish, if you get one to-night, at a certain place, you would
not go the next night, but you would shift elsewhere —VYes, sir.

484. The impression you gave was—I don’t know if you gave it to
the Commissioners—that when you went one night for a shot of fish
you did not mean a shot of mackercl Z—No; a shot of herring.

485. What is the price of these mackerel you have been selling all
the years you have been coming to Kinsale ?—The price has varied
from year to year.

486, What was it 2—1I sold them at two shillings a hundred to seven
shillings a hundred.

» 487. And you have sold them as low as one shilling & hundred 2—Yes.

488, Do you think, as a practical fisherman, that if these fish were
pot fit for human food that any experienced buyer, 2 man who has got
to male his living by them, would buy them ?—Ne; they would not
buy them for food.

489. Mr. O'Suilivan (to witness).—You heard the Custom House
Officer state that the boat * Confidence ” threw 30,000 or 40,000 small
maclkerel overboard ?—Yes.

490. Wbhat do you say to it *—I don’t believe it happened.

491. Mr. LaNE, Inspector (to witness).—I want to know the price
you are getting for herring in May—the first weel in May—ior the last
few years #—TFrom twelve shillings to fifteen shillings & mease.

492. Does the fish then begin to improve in quality and price 2—Yes.

493. When the fish are plentiful there iz less money, and there is
more money when they are scarce ¢—Yes, &ir.

494. Have you ever bad occasion to throw herrings overboard because
you could not get a good price for them ?—I never did it.

495. You never knew it to be done? Never. 1 speak for myself.

496. Is the price better in the first half of May, or the second hali ?—
It all depends on the fish. More fish less morey, and less fish more

Hey:
mc;é?? What mesh net do the Scotch fishermen work with *—Some
wath thirty-one mesh to the yard, and others with thirty-three mesh

to the yard. i , .
498, "Cuipr InsprcToR.— Do vou have one train for the year’s fishing?

—Some sengons.

CHARLES BrownE, sworn, and examined by Rev. Wm. Ogg.

499. You arc the owner and skipper of a fishing vessel 2—Yes, sir.

500. How long have you been coming to Kinsale #—Twenty-four
years.

?01, Were you here last year 2—VYes, sir.

a2 %Ou were not here the previous season 2—No, sir. '

G03. You always come to fish for herring in those sears ?—Yes, sir

504, What day do you reckon to begin on ?—From the 1st Mav s
aiways & safe day te begin on
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£05. And what day did you begin the last scason 2—The 8th May
was the first shot.

£06. Do you find it profitable to begin as carly in May as that, or
on the 1st of May 2—To begin early is most profitable.

5OT. At the first shot did you get a good catch 2—Ten mease the fixst
shot, and twenty-three the second.

508, CHIEF INSPECTOR.—When they speak of beginning fishing on
the first of May, does it mean they arrived that day ?

509. Rev. Wm. Ogg—It means they arrive the previous day,

510. Cmies InspEcToR.—Ie said the first shot was on the 8th May.

511. Rev. Wa. Ogg.—Then he arrived the previous day. (To witncsis)
__¥ou reckon to begin on the 1st May ?—VYecs, sir.

512. Sometimes & vessel may be prevented from arriving by the
weather 2—Yes ; sometimes for fourtcen days, and sometimes less.

513. And how does the fishing go ?2—Sometimes we malke as much
in the first balf as in the second half, but generally more in the first half.

514. Have you caught smell mackerel in your nets —Sometimes.

515. Do you come over for the purpose of catching mackerel 2—No,
8ir.

516. Herring ¢—Yes, sir.

517. And you can’t avoid catching those small mackerel 2—Cer-
tainly not.

b.;xl& And are the small mackerel quite saleable %—Yes; quite sale-
able.
519. No difficulty in disposing of them ?—No, sir.
520. You always get a price *—Yes; I can speak for myself.

521. In your fishing have you ever come in conflict with
fishermen *—DNo, sir. w#1th the maclcrel

522. On sea *—No, sir.

523. On land %—No, sir.

524. How far ig the mackerel fleet outside
Our distance is from four miles to sixteen Iritljt:r h%t;.is c%??eagli’lg“
in th_e distance sometimes, and sometimes not at all. e

1523. Do you always try to keep clear of the maclkerel fieet 2—Ves
always. )

596. T want to put this question to you; wh . i
the difference in the level at which the mg.ckorel u?lzl c‘iﬁe}l?e‘lirisspgﬁe 1:25
—1In general, we think, as fishermen, that the mackerel is a surﬁwe ﬁm‘l .
and the herring is not always a surface fish; we find weat,h;r }SL
the herrings won't rise at all unless a good breeze rises them R

£27. What ig the length of the buoy rope ?*—Two fathoms en:p.n

£28. You get mackerel at other places besides Kinsale ':_gyem }r
got them st Lowestoft—fiteen mease. ) S

£99. The same kind of mackerel as at Kinsale 2—Yes.

530. In Lowesgoh‘i; oln tllacﬁ llj‘lnglish coast, you have never had any
disagreement with the local fishermen in conse e
macl%erel there 2—Never. HECHECIORIa DR e el?

531. And you can always dispese of them there too 2—Ves, sir

532. And you can always dispose of them elsewhere too ?-—‘fe; éir

533. Vou heard the statement about the * Confidence " that there
were between 30,000 and 40,000 small mackerel thrown overboard from
her 2— Yes, 8iT. '

534. You know the * Confidence” I—Yes. The
could not hold 40,000 small mackerel.

535. How many could she hold —Well, the “ Confidence ' is one of
the smaller boats.

“ Confidenee ™’



336. And you think she could not hold 10,000 2—No, sir.

537. Even if they filled her with mackerel how many do you say she
could hold 2—She would be very well filled up with 60 mease.

538. And that would be 2—Thirty thousand, sir.

539. And you consider that is an extraordinary statement you have
heard here to-day 2—I do, sir.

Mr. O'Swlfivan.—Hearsay is not evidence.

540. Rev. 1m. Ogg (to wituess).—I would like to ask this question.
Do you think it would be sworth while for the Scotch fishermen to come
to Kinsale supposing the close season would be up to the middle of
May ?—No, sir.

541, What is the earliest date at which the Scotch fishermen should
come {—7The ecarliest date ?

542, Yes ?—The 1st May.

Cras. Browy, cxamived by Mr. llugh Flinn.

043. Did you go to other places the last fishing season or only to
Kinsale 2—All over the United Kingdom.

514. You fished for herring all over the United Kingdom ?—Yes, sit.

843. Did you get any small mackerel in the nets at different places 7—
Yes ; more or less.

046. When you are fishing for herrings you cau't help catching some
small mackerel 2—No, sir.

547, Have you seen the large mackerel the Kinsale fishermen catch
here 2—Yes.

548. Have you seen between Iinsale and Ardglass any mackerel
of the same size as the Kinsale men get in the spring fish time 2—VYes.

549. Did you ever see any in your nets from this to the Isle of Man ?—
Yes, some.

550. What do you say—*some ™ ?—A few.

551. How many ?—DMight be scores, or a hundred.

852. Out of what quantity 2—1Is it of herring ? )

553. No; it is mackerel I am talking about. If you were fishing
herring and you got mackerel in your nets, would you see any mackerel
of the same size caught in the spring fishing here ?—You would see
the same. )

554. In fishing at Yarmouth and Lowestoft for herring would you get
as many as thirty mease of small mackerel —Ycs. _

555. About the same size and quality as you get when herring fishing
at Kinsale 2—Yes. '

556. You have been going to Yarmouth for thirty years I—Yes.

557. While going to Yarmouth snd Lowestoft, do you know as a
fact that the mackerel boats aud the herring boats fish et the same

time ?—Certainly they do.
Crarues Brows, cross-examined by Mr. O'Swllivan.

558. What is the name of your boat !— The Glad Tidings.”

539. When she leavos Kinsale she bears glad tidings 2—She was only
once in Kinsale. )

560. She took glad tidings home on that occasion, I hope. Do
you know a pi;lcc ealled Stornoway ?—-Certzlinly, 1 do. sir. .

561. What do “10“,‘ fish for there from the st A]ll‘ll ! w’l‘h\‘.}’ hiah for
liercings.

962 What do they fish for tn July I~ Horrings.
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563. Sometimes 2—Yes, sir.

564. Do you know Stromness {—Yes, SIT.

565. What do they fish for the:re 2—Herrings.

566. No mackerel fishing —No, sir.

567. Is there any Scotch fishing station at which there is a herring
and o mackerel fishery going on at the same time ?—Not in Scotland,
but in England.

568. Do you know of any arrangement with the Stornoway people
in regard to the fishing ?—No, sir.

569. You never heard of any ?—No, sir.

570. There might be a close season over there, but you would not
favour any close season over here 2—I would like to begin fishing on
the 1st of May.

571. Did you ever hear the saying you can’t take the breeks off
a highlander 2—There are none on him.

572. Well, that is the way you are leaving the Kinsale fishermen.

CHARLES BrowN, examined by Mr. Hugh Flinn.

573. Is there a winter herring fishery in Stornoway ?—Yes, sir.

574. What time does it commence 2—About January.

5715- And they fish in Stornoway frem January until when 7—Till
April.

p576. And is not the main reason why they don’t fish from April til}
May that they have been fishing the whole time from Christmas, and
they want to give the place a rest from May until July %—That is the
meaning of ilt. "

577. You have told me just now that they have a 1 i
Stornoway from the Ist J :inuary until the 1);15 April ?%fl*}‘g;g :iirshery m
578. And the summer fishing commences on the 2nd Mavy Q;Yes

Mr. O'Sullivan.—I don’t like objecting, because I have i '
fessional man opposed to me, but I must now object.
made Is ]I)ut; into the 'ﬁ\outh of the witness. ’

Cmier IxspeEcToR.—They are rather leading i

Mr. Hugh Flinn.—I don’t know. 1 am Crﬂisq(:l\(:i::l?::]g him, and I
want to get at the trut‘h, the whole trutl, and nothing but the truth

Crier INsPECTOR.—Stornoway does not compare with this place. .

Mr. Hugh Flinn.—I do not want to compare Stornoway with this
place. Mr. O’Sullivan has asked questions about Stornoway. and I
have got a right to cross-examine on the questions. 4

Mr. O’Swllivan.—Yours are leading questions.

579. Mr. fugh Flinn (to witness).—I want to know 1 1
fishing in Stornoway ?—Yes, sir. ) 18 there wintor

580. When does it commence ?—About the 1st January.

581. %nd it eiadls 7.h—On the (115‘{) May.

582. Very well, I shall try and be legal with Mr. O'Sullivan i
Why don't they fish in April 2—They gvn.nt to give the f!!sll:la;:;; lérznf::llé
a rest.

583. That is their reason ?—Yes, sir.

A84. Mr. O’Suilivan (to witness).—You don’t believe in giving Kin-
sale a rest =—It is always getting a rest. &

) hfIr. O’ Swllivan.—That iy what you say, but I am afraid it is not true
in fact.

Rev. Wm Ogg.—] will now examine Mr. John Brown.

Mr. Jokn Brown.—Here I am, the same old John Brown. I re-
member you at Cockenzie before, sir.

got no pro-
Lvery statement
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Jonn Broww, sworn, and examined by Rev. W, Ogy.

585. You know the Irish herring fisheries for a rood many years {—
Yes, siy, 1 do. ° 5 ?

586. How long is it since you began to come to Kinsale ?—Twenty-
four years.

287. Aund, although you have not been here the last season, you are
8till interested in the fishing 2—Always interested.

988. You agree, generally speaking, with the statements made by
the previous witnesses with regard to the amounts of mackerel caught.
the amounts of maclerel thrown away, the nets, and that the quantity
of mackerel caught has been not generally injurious to the fishery ; you
agree with that 2—I can’t follow you there.

689. Is the mackercl hove overboard as has been stated ?—Certainly
not. I deny that.

590. Do you agree generally with the statements made by the pre-
Vious witnesses ¢—I agree as regards the taking of the mackerel by
the herring boats. I say that, and I'll say nothing but what's the truth.

991. You were selected to give cvidence at the inquiry held at Cock-
enzie in 1893 by the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries ?—1I was.

592, Your {ellow villagers selected you to represent the men 2—Yes,
B1Tr.

593. Did you come back to Kinsale after the inquiry 2—Next season.

094. And did you resume irtendly relations with the fishermen ?—
I never found any differences. Sometimes they get cross, and some-
times I get cross. If they were cross, I was cross with them. )

595. When you hear the mackerel fishing varying does that surprise
you ?—No, sir. Herring and mackerel fishing varies. There are good
scasons and bad seasons. We try and make one season pay another.
We always find if it doesn’t pay this year it will pay the next.

596. There have been times when the herring fishing was at a low ebb ?
—Yes ; sometimes it is. It was bad last year, and if it had been the
same this year Cockenzie would have been bankrupt as a fishing village.

597. You are not surprised then to hear that the mackerel varies ?-—
No : ifs just the same as the herring fishing, good one year, and bad
anothor . . .

598. You don’t attribute the decline in the mackerel to the quantity
of mackerel caught by the herring boats ?—No, sir; that’s perfect
nopsense for any man to think that. )

599. Have the movements of the herring and the mackerel ever been
fully understood #—Not to my knowledge. You must follow the fish

600. Is there not some arrangement about a close time at Stornoway
—you know where that is 2—Yes, sir. :

601. Well, is there not a close time at Stornoway !—No; there 19
2 mutual agreement with the fishermen themselves. )

602. No such thing as a close time on the English coast 2—No, sir.

603. Or on the Scotch coast ?—No, sir. ]

60+. In Stornoway what time does the fishing begin #—They ccm-
mence about the middle of May, but I have been at Stornoway in the
season, and I have scen boats irom Stromness, Barta, Seraboster, and
other places. I was there on the 8th May. I had to go out next day
and throw herrings overboard. No fisherman would let me put any
hermng ashore.  We went out ou the 9¢h and prosccuted our fishing,
and fished all round the coast, and it was going on continually uatil we
SLGPIlCd 1n the_« nmiddle of Septenaber.

t05. There is no close season ?.--No. sir.
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£06. What is the mutua! agrecment for 2—Tn give the grounds a rest
for the time being, that the neighbouring fishermen might be able tn
prosecute the fishing for the next four or five months.

607. Is it in any way the result of complaints being made of the
mackerel being caught in large quantities 2—No, sir.

608. A close time in Stornoway would be in no way a close time
Ireland, and you can’t compare one with the other %—No, sir.

€09. And you have fished all around the coasts *—I have gonce from
Yarmouth to Lowestolt, and T have caught mackerel there. You
can’t help catching them, because whenever the mackerel are close
by there the herrings are.

610. You can’t go into any of the quantities of the mackerel that
was purchased from you ?—I am speaking personally, and I can say I
have caught mackerel all around the coast when herring fishing.

611. You have caught certain quantitics of mackerel 2—Yes, sir.

612. And found a ready sale for them ?—Yes, sir.

613. Always ?—Ves, sir.  We could not get enough of them some-
times.

614. Why do you come to Kinsale on the Ist May—is it because of
any special love you have for the Irish People 2—We come to Kinsale
on the 1st May because we find the Irish herring is better in quality
and we can get a better market than in Scotland. L

615. How do you account for that 2—Becausc it is better than
we can get in Scotland at the same season of the year.

616. Generally the herring is afiected by the season of the year 2—
Yes; and we fish the twelve months through.

617. Perhaps you might give the Commissioners a statement with
regard to the herring fishery ?

$18. Caier InsrEcTor.—In July where do you fish 2—The Shet.-
land Islands, Peterhead, and the north of Scotland, and then right oft
to Yarmouth.

619. Rev. Wm. Ogg (to witness).—You catech mackerel at Kinsalo
as well as herring ?—7They come into the nets. 1

620. Do you think the capture of immature sized mackerel is more
injurious to the mackerel than the mackerel itself 2—>Mackerel ten
inches long is better for food than mackerel that are neatr spaw
If you take these you take {he smelts away. )

621. Taking the mackerel spawning is » intne n
the immaturf middle sized maI;kerel '.‘%3-—It ;;?I:irl'njlumus v teking

622. Would it be any use to Scotch herring fishers i : i
put. back fo the 16th May 1~No, sir & o It the fishing wg

623. Would it pay thc Scotchmen to come here then 1—No. s

624. And what date suits you bhest ~—The lsgt May: s
means they don’t want ug to come here at all.

ning.

1t Simplv

625. Is it your opinion that when some people in Kinsale want the
opening of the hernng fishing put back to the 1st of June—is it your
opinion they are courteously keeping the Scotchmen from coming here
at all 7-——As to being courteous, some people put courteousness in their
pockets.

626. Your are of opinion that it would be of no use for the Scoteh
fishermen to come here in June !—It would be no use. It would mean
a loss to us.  We might get £100 worth of herrings at one time, and not

£:0 another. and with the fishing heginning in June we would be at a Joss.
It should begin in May.



027, It would not pay the Scoteh Bshermen !—It simply means we
could not do it. 1t would be uo use asking the tishermen to come here
on the 1st June. .

Crier Insezcror.—I don’t think there is any yuestion of its beinz
1\>1ut until June. I think the date for consideration is the 10th or 12th
sy

Rev. Win. Ogg.—Mr. O'Sullivan has mentioned the lst of June.

628. Cuipr InspecTOR (to witness).—When we were at Cockenzie
You said that the fishing should begin on the 1st of May, but for peacs
and quietness you would be satisfied to begin on the 10th or 11th May ?
—But why did they break through the rules, and when they did, why
shouldn t we beyin on the 1st May.

629. What do you mean by breaking through the rules 2—I can’t go
mto it. My memory is not a ready reckoner, but I know for a cer-
tainty they broke through the rules.

630. What was the rule—was it that the fishing should begin on the
12th May 2—The 10th May, or the 11th May. We stopped ot that,
and they broke through the rules.

631. Mr. Lawg, Inspector.—Did you see them break them ?—I amn
not a ready reckoner, but I know they broke through the rules.

632. Curer InsprcTor.—Do you go to Dunmore from Kinsale 2-—
Sometimes we do shoot at Dunmore, and, i the time is still there, we
might go on to the Shetland Islands, and if the wind was favourable we
follow up the fish everywhere. ]

Mr. James O’Nedl, s.c.e.—I1 wish to remove any misunderst_andt_ng
with regard to the date the fishing commences. When an inquiry
was held before, the middle of May was decided on, but counditions
have altered entirely since. The mackerel fishing then commenced in the
middle of March, and now it is commenced in April. Now the middle
of May would not be far enough back to open the herring fishing.
Twelve years ago the middle of May for the herring fishing would be
substantially the same now as the Ist June for the opening of the herring
fishing—the date we want fixed.

Cmer INsPECcTOR.—It is a long time since yon had mackerel on St.

Patrick’s® Day. .
Mr. O'Nedl.—It i3 not so long ago since we had them on the Ist April.
Mr. John Brown.—If you will allow me to go into it I think you will

find that in Cockenzie last year it was not the mackerel was bothering

the people there. [t was the small hake that the Szotchmen were

destroving.
Joux Browy, cross-examined by Mr. O'Swllioan.

633, Had vou a mutual agreement cutered into with your Svotch

fishermen that the lerring fishing should cease from the lst April to

10th May ?—XNo. :
634. Was there an arvangement with the Stotnoway people 2—Yes.

635. Was there an arrangement l)ot\\_'cen ihe Scotchmen not to fish
on the northern coast from the st Aprd till the 10th May ¢—Ob, yes, with
the men. )

636. That is a legitimate thing for _thc Scotehmen te do ?—1 doun't
say it is. They could do it if they liked. — .

637. It is a good thing for them to do for themselves !—They make
the agreement anvway. =

638 And they think it is a gond thing for themselves ! Xo, for the:
tried to go through it last vear. bnt a few individuals stopped ar.
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639. Then they made the by-law to injure themselves 2—XNo, 1t
i6 an sgreement.

640. Made by themselves 2—Yes.

641. And don’t you think other people would want to protect them-
selves too -1 don’t know.

642. The first of May you want, and they want the 10th or 11th of
May, or later. so good Christian as you are, they must be perfect Christ-
jans. You will want to be a good Clristian ta be as good as them 2—
Christianity ! Don’t tall about Clristianity ! Mind what you are about
now !

643. Listen now, Mr. John Brown, and we will go marchmg on;
if the Scotehmen enter into an agreement which they think is for their
good, are not they perfectly justified in doing it #—Yes ; according to
what they want to do.

644 If they do a thing like this they are trying to <o good for them-
selves 2—That is still according to the way they arce taking it.

645. Confine yourself to the question 2—That is the question you are
at present on. Leave me answer the question. I don't want to go
right on about nething at all. )

Cmcr IxsrreTor.—TFry and answer the questton.

G46. Mr. O’Sullivan {to witness).—Be as merciful to me as you can 2—
You are not the sort of man to be talking about

Crinr [NsPreToR (to witness).—Don’t make those remarks, becaunse
you are wasting time.
©g47. Mr. O'Sullivan.—Ic is a Scotch lumourist—a species I have
never met before. (To witness)—I am asking you a very simple ques-
tion ; if the Scoteh fishermen agree to protect themselves by estab-
fishing a mutual agreement in not fishing for herring during the month
of April they are doing it in their own interests, is ot that so ¢—They
can’t help themselves, my dear man. ‘

648. § put it to you this way, Mr. John Brown : if I ask you to enter
into such an agreement with the Kinsale fishermen, and you stop away
from the herring grounds here for a certain time, what do you say to it 2
—1I say the Kinsale men are getting a rest {or the greater part of Juue,
und until the st May again as regards the lerving fishers.

649. That is what vou say 2—"That is so.

650. But the Kinsale fishermen ecan’t get a living out of the waters,
and they want the Scotch fishermen to enter into a mutual agreement
sucl; as exists at Stornoway *—The grounds are getting 2 rest at Kinsale.

631. You would not agree to that “~llow can they get a living
when they always stop in the one place.

652. (nier IxspecTor.—If you were to stop at Cockenzie vou wonld
be starving #—We would be worse than starving, because there is no
fishing there.

G53. Mr. O Sullivan (to witness).—You find you can get better herr'ng
at Kinsale 2—Yes; and more money-

654, And less money for the Kinsale men ?—They have o different
fishing altogether.

655. But don’t vou kuow that as the result of your fishing the price
of mackere]l has {allen ?-—1 Lknow better.

656. Will you swear now that when your herring fishing commences
the price of mackerel does not fall 2—It {alls before that.

$57. Do they fall much more, and are they much less marketable
after your lerring fishing commences —That is a question [ am not
going to answer.  That is a question for the market. I have got nothing
to do with the sale of herring.
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658. I am talking of the sale : - 1 rthi
tomsary, to. at g 1e sale of mackerel 2—TI have not got anything

669 And you don’t think there should be a mutual agreement which
would give the Kinsale grounds a rest 2—1I tell you they are getting a rest.

Joux Browx, examined by Mr. Hugh Flina.

060. You talked so much I don’t mind saying something to you; Mr.
O'Sullivan has asked you about the Stornoway fishing ?—Yes.

661. T also want a simple answer to a simple question; will you
tell me is there a winter fishing at Stornoway !—7VYes.

662. What time does it commence ?—It commences on the lst of
January always, what we term the New Year.

663. They fish up to when 2—They fish up to the latter part of March.

661, Then in April 2—Yes to the 1st.

665. And they agree not to fish any more until the 10th May ?—VYes.

G66. Why don’t they fish from the lst April to the 10th May ?—DBe-
cause the herrings are not good enough before that. The herrings keep
the spawn, and they don’t get such a ready sale for those herrings.

667. And to give the herring ground a rest 2—VYes.

668. That is the only scason ?—Yes.

669. I have been coming to Kinsale for a good many years, and I
don’t want to depreciate the value of our Kiusale grounds, and T want
you to tell me whether the herrings caught at Kinsale from the 1st May
to the 15th and the 10th May are as good in size and quality, or better
in size and quality, than the herring caught in Stornoway *—They

are a great deal better.

670. They are worth more #—Yecs.

671. Tell me something about the price per mease in Stornoway
from the 1st May to the 16th, I mean what is the value a cran of those
herrings ¢—They don’t get them then, because thiey would not be good
in quality. .

G72. That is the reason you don't go there ¢—Yes.

673. You have been sclling herrings in Kiusale for 2 number of years.
Tell me something about the value of herrings sold at Kinsale from
the 1st to thie 10th May ?—I got £1 and 26s. a mease, and they went
as low as a shilling. I got also 15s., 10s., and 12s. 2 mease. Just as
the market rose or fell we got the price for our herrings.

G74. Another question I want to ask you: we don’t want to de-
ate the value of our Irish coast fisheries, but are any of those her-

preci 3
ay to the 16th May wnlfit for human feod ¢

rmgs you get from the 1st M
—Naone of them, whatever. '

675. And that is not the case with the Stornoway herrings between
the same dates 2—No.

676. They would not be good for food then !—No.

677. Have vou always found a sale for the herrings you caught at
Kmsale 2—Yes.

Cnier Insrmeror.—He spoke of herrings being thrown overboard.

Mr. Hugh Flinn.—Mackerel.

Coiey Insrecror.—Hervings, he said. i

678. Mr. Flinn (to witness).—Have you ever thrown herrings over-
board —Yes ; they were thrown overboard at Stornoway-

679. Ciier INspReTOR (to witness) —Herrings were thrown over-
board at Kinsale 2—At Starnoway.
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6R0. Mr. Flinn.—When we have got all the evidence [ willhave time
to tallk about it. (To witness)—Did you ever hear of mackerel caught
at Kinsale being unfit for human food ?—No.

681. Do you think the fish merchants would buy them if they were
unfit for human food 2—Xo ; they are too stern gentlemen for that.

Mr. O'Sullivan.—Just one question

Crrer InsrEcror—On the cross-examination ?

682, Mr. Q’Sullivan.—No ; on the question of sale. {To witness)—
What 1s the method of sale of your herrings at Kinsale ! —We always
take a sample ashore, and this is put down on the quay, and the salesmen
sell our herrings, and we go and salt them down for their men.

683. A fair open contract of sale ?2—Yes.

684. Very different from the way the mackerel are bought 2—Yes ;
1 have scen the way the mackerel are bought.

Rev. Win. Ogg.—I have got onc or two local friends who are prepared
to wve evidence with tegard to the matter, if I may call them. T ecall
the Rev. Thomas Brown, Bandon.

Rev. TroMas Drowwn, M.A., Baudon, Minister, Presbyteriun Church,
sworn, and examined by the Rev. Wm. Ogg.

685. Are you acquainted with the fishing industry in the south of
Ireland 2—Yes ; I have made a special study of it for twenty vears.
#86. In what capacity have you come in contact with the fishermen
here 2—On behalf of the Irish Preshyterian Church.
687. Tu that capacity you visit the place very frequently when the
fishermen are here, and after the herrmg fishermen arrive {—Ves.
688. Have you noticed the alleged decline in the mackere! at Kinsale ?
—Yes. I know that for a number of years there are not half the Loats
that nsed to be at Kinsale. 1 remember a very large fishing flect twenty
v(ars ago. '
689. Ciurr InspecTorR.—Are you over the Scotch fishing fleet 2—
T am speuking of the mackerel fleets. ’ '
690. Rev. Wm. Ogg {to witness).—1as the herring fishine
port of Kinsale anything to do wit.)h the diminution il{: tl?c!“rl:lchizglle {;h—e
Nothing at all. .
691. How do vou account for it otherwise 7—J am well acquainted
with the fishing grounds from Fenit to Kinsale, and my idea is an.d
it bas been pointed out by fishermen, and fish buvers, that the ’othex'
stations farther to the west are more favourably situated for the cap-
ture of spring mackerel than Kinsale is.  For this reason when they :|ro
away out on the promontories that run out into the sea at Baltimr:re
Crookhaven, Berehaven, and Fenit, it is possible for the mackerel boats.
in a few hours’ sail, to get out to the mackere! fishing grounds Here
in Kinsale there is a very long harbour to go out. and a long diet"lnce to
go. It frequently happens, because 1 liave before been on l;oard a
mackerel boat, when going out fishing to the grounds, and they l11\:e
had to shoot the nets, perhaps twenty miles inside’the limit (M\;
conclusion is, talking to fishermen, and T had a close talk with man
for a weeli i the fishing season—my conclusion is that Kinsale all
the vear round for the last six ycars at least has the best fishing eround
on the coast. Captures have been more even, and there hasg %eon a
higher price paid than at any other part of the coast about six '-'Ae-u“
ago; but notwithstanding this for a period of cight or nine ye‘arg ;Ellz
mackerel fishing of Kinsale has been a comparative failure. That
arase in one way. beeause the Manx men formed a company, and fished



41

from Crookhaven. So far as the take of mackerel 1s concerned, the
past season. T believe, and the statisties will bear me out, will be found
to be above the average ; but so far as the price is concerned, taken all
round, it will be found to be low.

692. How do vou account for the low price 2—The low price for
mackerel has been caused this year by the enormous number of small
mackerel off the coast of England.

693. You mecan the market was glutted by the catches there 2—Yes.

694. Hlave you seen mackerel caught n herring nets ?—VYes; I
have scen small mackerel so canght.

695. Arc they canght in large quantities 2—I never have seen large
quantities. .

69G. Are they mackerel fry or small mackerel 2—My own opinion
about the mackerel caught in herring nets is that they are a different
class of fish—herring fish they might be called. Whercver the herrings
are found they are found, but I don’t believe the same species of mackerel
would ever grow into spring mackerel.

697. What about the relations between the Irish and Scotch fishermen 1
—8o far as the local men and the Scotchmen are concerned it has always
been of a fairly friendly character. The Scotchmen keep to them-
selves, and the Irishmen to themsclves, and the relations are friendly
enoungh.

698. Are vou prepared to suzgest any remedies, or a remedy, for
the grievances of which the Irishmen complain 2—Perhaps I might be
permitted to state, that I mvsell am an Irishman. I love Ireland
more than T love Scotland, and the=efore, I would be anxious if anything
[ could say or do would help Ireland, more anxious to help Ireland
than  to help Scotland, and I know something of the poverty of the
fishing population of Kinsale. I have seen their boats and nets, and
I know the quality of both. So far as my observation goes they are
fine fishermen who lnow their work. Even with inadequate means
that they have in the shape of boats and nets they very often head
the list in point of captures. I think that it is a pity that the local
fleet in Kinsale is not better equipped, because they are not in a position
to compete with the fishermen of other nationalities in the matter
of mackerel fishing. The old and rotten nets won’t catch the same
quantity of mackerel as the boats and nets that are up-to-date. I
sce around me numbers of men whose faces are quite familiar to me,
and [ think

Cmier InspEcTOR.—Better keep to the evidence.

Rev. Mr. Brown.—The point [ wish to make is this: it would be
impossible in Scotland to find a population who are better fishermen,
but who are so badly equipped, and I wish that something could be done
which would improve this state of affairs, and also enable the local
men to make large captures of herrings.

Co1er INsrecror.—That has nothing to say to the inquiry.

Rev. Mr. Brown.—If by way of experiment even half a dozen boats
could be added to the fishing fleet, and let them go around the coast
as the Scotclimen do that would set an example to others, and prosperity
would come to Kinsale in the same way as it has come to Cockenzie.

Rev. THOMAs BRrowN, cross-examined by Mr. O Sullivan.

699. You act in vour spiritual capacity to these Scotch fishermen 2—
Yes.

700. You are interested in them ?2—I appear on their behalf, but. 1
amn more wtevested m the Trish fishermen,
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701. What do you think of the Kinsale fishermen ?—They are fine
fishermen, of course.

702. And know their business 2—Of course. I believe they do.
~703. If they are all unanimous as regards the two fishings at the same
time, and wish for a restriction so that the herring fishing should begin
later in May or begin in June, would you say they are wrong 2__%1‘.
opinion is that the herring fishing does not interfere in the sli.rrhtlzs't
with the spring mackerel fishing, and I have known the ﬁshil?g for

years.
. Mr. R. SavagEk, Kinsale; examined by Rev. Wm. Oyqg.

704. You know that the Scotch herring fishers come here to fish 2—Yeg
Crier InspEcTOR.—What is the potnt ? '
Rev. Wimn. Ogg.—I am going to ask him if 1t would be a regrettable
thing if the Scotch fishermen were obliged to absent themselves from

Kinsale.
Mr. O’Sullivan.—It would for him.
705. Rev. Wm. Ogg (to witness).—Do you think 1t would he an in-

jury to Kinsale if the Scotch fishermen were prevented from coming
here “—It would be an injury to the shoplkeepers.
706. You thinl it would be a distinct loss to the town to prevent

them from coming ¢—Certainly, it would.
Rev. IWm. Ogg—That closes my case; but maybe some gentlemen

present would like to give evidence.

{Mr. Huecn FLINN’S STATEMENT).

oing to call any witnesses with the ex-

Mr. Hugh Flinn.—I am not g
O'Sullivan opened his case at thz in-

ception of myself. When Mr.
quiry

Crirr InspEcToR—If you are going to give evidence we shall hear you.
Mr. Hugh Flinn—If 1 may be allowed to make a statement——
Crrer INsPECTOR.—We are most anxious to hear what you have to

say in the way of evidence.

Mr. Hugh Flinn.—You allowed Mr. O'Sullivan to open his case and
go into a matter which was not concerned with the catching of small
mackerel or herring or the quantity of mackerel, and it 18 not very hard
to find out what Mr. O’'Sullivan is driving at. What he was driving at
was not the fishing. He is no fool. Mr. O’Sulliven knows that al]
this inquiry has been gone over before, and that it 10 80 much rubbish,

Mr. O'Sullivan.—Thanks, very much.

Mr. Hugh Flinn—I say the same evidence was produced at the

1t 15 not the fishermen's

previous inquiry, and the fact of the matter 1s, .
intercet Mr. O'8ullivan is getting at at all, the interest be haa got 1s to

quash one man called Hugh Flinn, and that he will never achieve.
Mr. O’Sullivan.—This is perfectly ridiculous. I protest aganst that.
Cuier InspEcTOR.—We have got nothing to say to that.
Mr. Hugh Flinn.—All I can say is he has gone into a case and talked
abo‘ut the sale of fish
Carer InspEcTor.—We stopped him on that.
zﬁ._ O’ Sullivan.—1 pointed out that a public meeting had been held
i:}l;l that one of the resolutions dealt with the point, and [ submittec
Rat your inquiry covered that.
Chier Insercrox.—We don't hold that they do.
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Mr. Hugh Flinn.—If you stopped him, I don’t mind being stopped,
but I want to go into the merits of the case that should be before you
here about mackerel fishing. You w.]l remember it was alluded to thab
an agreement was made between the Scoteh fishermen and the Kinsale
fishermen, the boat owners and fish merchants, that the herring
fishing should end at o certain time. It was alluded to, but not pro-
perly brought out. It so happens that nobody in this town knows
more about that than I do myself, for the simple reason that it was I
who was instrumental in making the arrangement mentioned. It was
made at a meeting at which the late Mr. Crowley occupied the chair,
and the fishermen were represented, and the buyers were represented,
and the fish merchants, and the arangement was made unanimously
that we should commence fishing on the 11th May, so that the boats
conld deliver them on the 12th day of May. The Scotch fishermen
were not here at the time, and they knew nothing about the arrange-
ment. It was I who communicated the decision of the meeting to them,
and they adopted it, and loyally adhered to it. It went on for & number
of years, how many I don’t know, that the boats would arrive, they
would not go fishing until the 11th May. We did very well, the fisher.
men and the fish merchants. Then an agitation was got up, and Mr.
O'Neill, who was then Chairman of the Urban Council, was in it, and
that led to an inquiry.  There was another in Scotland—several there—
aunother in the JTsle of Man, and you were at them, sir, and heard all
the evidence. 1 presume yon gave them your best attention, and when
you recommended nothing to be done you simply did, as we do here
sometunes, divide the difference.

Mr. O'Swllivan.—There was a recommendation.

Mr. MTugh Flinn.—We had arranged to fish or to commence fishing
on the 11th May, and you simply suggested that the fishing should
commence on the 16th May. 1 am empowered to say, and the Scotch
fishermen say, that the Kinsale people have broken the agreement that
was entered into, and the Seotchmen now say they have a right to

commenee to fish when and where they like—to fish for herrings, and
that is what they have been doing.

Curer InspecTtor.—I don’t like to interrupt, but one of the Scotch

witnesses said the Kinsale fishermen had broken the agreement them-
selves.

My. Hugh Flinn.—That i3 what T want to explain to you, sir. They
did not really break it themselves. What the Scotchmen said was :—
“* Ve are prepared to hold to the bargain, but the Kinsale people never
consulted us about an inquiry to prevent us coming until the end of
June, and now we are free to do as we like.” Were the Kinsale people
consuited ¢ T am perfectly willing to be cross-examined by Mr. O’ Neilt
or Mr. O'Sullivan, but I would first like to say that I am at the presens
time the largest fish merchant in Ireland. I amn a boat owner also,
and I am also an auctioncer. T have spent my life amongst the Irish-
men, and 1f I thought for one moment that tho Scotchmen who came
to this place would interfere or do any harm to the mackerel fishing
from !.hat moment I would say no more, and let the application made
go on; l-gl, on the contrary, 1 say that instead ol being an injury to
Kinsale they are a bonefit to the fishing and the town of Kinsale.

Mr. Beat. Donovan.—XNo, they are not.

Mr. fTugh Fhinn.—1 am driv

en by ches larity. TIn t} 4
plnce I oay (llstmctly iy ¥ cheap popularty n the firs

at the quantity of mackerel caught by these
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herring boats does not interfere one bit with the spring maclkerel tishing,
because in all the years that this fishing has been going on the Scoteh
fishermen have been catching these small mackerel. T meet fish mer-
chants from Galway, and Beliast, and elsewhere, and I find that at every
station where a herring fishery is carried on they catch these small
mackerel. It is no exception to catch small mackerel in herring nets
at Kinsale. There was 2 quantity of small mackerel caught at Kinsale
last year. That everybody knows, and nobody ever attempted to dis-
pute it. Everyone who was examined here to-day, and who understood
the matter said they were sold, with the cxception of the brokeu
mackerel which were thrown overboard, and they said it was untrue to
say that good small mackerel was ever thrown overboard.

Mr. Bat. Donovan.—JI saw it thrown overboard.

Mr. Hugh Flinn.—If the quantity of mackerel the herring boats
caught interfered with the fishing there should be some evidence to
prove it. I say it is not true. I have sold thesc mackerel myself,
These mackerel were cured in my yard, and in the yards of several
other curers, and in due course they were sent to the American markets,
and realized a good price.

Crier InspEcTOR.—How many do they average to the barrel ?

Mr. [Tugh Flinn—We put it, those mackercl average 500 to the barrel.
The fish we catch and cure run from 400 to 450 to the barrel, so that
practically that mackerel is nearly as large as the mackerel we are getting
at present. As a fish merchant T am interested in the fishermen of
Ireland. In the first place I earn my living more or less by them,
and that js the reason it is my business to keep them going, and I keep
them going in other ways, perhaps, that everybody does not know.
As regards Kinsale fishing itself and the question whether it would be
better for the Scotch fishermen to be coming here or not to the herring
fishing, we, as fish merchants, give all the cmployment we can, and we
calculate chartering in steamers, and so forth, that there will be a cer.
tain number of boxes of herrinzs carried by the stecamer as well ag
the mackerel they also carry. We make all provision for the carrying
of those herring and mackerel, and both enable us to have more steamers
and to give the mackerel fishing a better facility than it would otherwise
have. Suppose you had power to do what is asked ? I am not talking
as a fish merchant now, but as 2 man of Kinsale. Suppose you have
got the power to prevent the Scotch fishermen from coming to Kinsale
what will happen then ? ~T here are the steam drifters, and there is m;
going past the fact that if you make a by-law you counld et prevent
these steam vessels fishing here off the coast of Kinsale or anywhere
else. They would soon come and take the fishing, and haul their nets
at four o’clock in the morning, and, instead of coming into Kinsale
and giving them to us at six or seven o’clock, they would go to Bel[ast'
Miliord, and elsewhere with them. They deliver herring there, and the):
can get them onc day sooner than if caught by the Scotch herring
boats. And the end of it all would be we would lose the harbour dues
on sixty or seventy boats that come here for the herring fishing, and we
would lose the labour that would be employed, and we would ,also lose
the profit on these men who come to the town and spend money on
food and drink. I am willing to stand the cross-examination of my
friend, Mr. O’Sullivan, if he will permit me to call him so, and I hopb.
that for the good of the town, for the good of the fishing, and for the
good of all of us, the inquiry will resnlf in something of advantage to
the town. -
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Mr. Huen Frins, examined by the Rev. W, Oyg.

705. I want to ask Mr. Flinn one or two questions ;: has this season’s
meckerel on the whole been as good as in previous ycars ?—1I believe it
has.

706. And was the price the same ?—The price was not so good.

707. How do you account for the fall in the price Z—By competition
from the markets. The price at any time depends on the markets.

708. Ilas the herring fishing anything to do with it 2—I don’t think
BO.

709. From your experience, is it possible to prevent mackerel getting
into the herring nets 2—I don’t think so.

710. And do you think it is possible, with success, that the herring
and the mackerel fishing will go on together 2—Yes, certainly ; it has
gone on for years.

711. And the herring fishing is not an injury to the mackerel fishing ?
—No. It went on for several years when the herring and mackerel
boats went to the one hulk, and were delivering mackerel and herring.
I thought that was not a good arrangement, and I arranged for them
in a separate hulk, with a separate staff for the herring, and a separate
stafl for the mackerel. That has been done, and one does not interfere
with the other one bit.
~ 712. Isuppose, as an Irishman, the interests of Kinsale are uppermost
in your mind ?—I have spent thirty years in Kinsale, and I never had
any other idea in my head than to further the intercsts of the town
of Kinsale. '

713. Other things being equal, you would favour Iieland rather than
Scotland ?—I have said so.

714. And you think that, to the port of Kinsale, the herring fishing
of the Scotchmen is an advantage rather than otherwise }—Yes.

Mr. Huen Frinwn, sworn, and cross-examined by Mr. O’'Sullivan.

715. You reside in Liverpool 2—1 do.

716. During six or nine months of the year 2—No.

717. The greater part of the year 2—Perhaps so.

718. That is your residence 2—I have got two of them.

719. That is one of them ?—VYes.

720. And the other is in Kinsale 2—Yes.

791. You presided in your capacity as Chairman of the Kinsale
Urban Commissioners ot & meeting held to try and help this inquiry.
and at which an important resolution was proposed that the methods
of the sale and purchase of fish at Kinsale are calculated to injure and
ruin the fishing industry, and it also stated that one of the most ob-
jectionable things was the merchants not declaring a price on the pur-
chase of the fish 2—VYes.

722. That resolution was passed at that meeting !*—VYes.

723. It was not proposed by me 2—No.

724. Nor seconded by me ?*—No.

725. Yet you said this agitation would not have arisen but for my
hatred for you ?-—No; I did not say that.

726. What did you say *—I said it would not have arisen only for
the desire to gquash that one man—Hugh Flinn. ’

727. The same thing ?—No.

728. Is every other statement you made as true as that ?—Every
statement I made is true according to the best of my conscience and
belief
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799. And they are 2ll as true as the one you are after making —Yes,
that is my opinion. For things I know are a fact I say so—1I say now
that is my opinion only. .

730. I suppose you read the newspaper controversy over the fishing
question ¥—1 did.

731. You read the statements in my letters that 1 was actuated
from beginning to end in the interests of the Jocal fishermen at Kin-
sale 2—1 did.

732. You don’t helieve that 2-—No, sir.

733. Very well 2—Wait, you have put a question. I read the letter
that appcared under your name, and that lead to this inquiry, and L
have got no hesitation in saying that three parts of it was false.

734. Thank you very much. It is extremely kind of you to say so.

Mr. Laxg, Iaspector—It seems to me this is not pertinent to the
inguiry at all.

Caier InspEcTOR.—We have got nothing to do with these things.

=85 Mr. O'Sullivan {to witness).—Is it you bring these Scotchmen
here every year ?—No.

736. Do you help to bring them here 2—No.

737. You don't write for them ?—No.

738. If th]cly wish to come fhey can come ?—Ves.

739. You have a great personal pecuniary interest i ingi
here 2—No ;hI don’t bringpthem. g 4 ° in bringing them

740. You have & pecuniary interest in their coming here 2—Yes.

_741. And when they come the price_of mackerel dl.‘%ps down. zc_s—NO'
BIT.

742. You swear that ?—T1 do.

743. Will you as a fish buyer, be prepared to produce your books
to the Commissioners to show that the sale and price of mackerel does
not go dowp at the opening of the herring season 2—7The price of mackerel
differs at different times, as you would know, if you knew what you were
talking about.

744. Thank you. I think I do; will you answer my question 2—T
tell you at different times of the year the fish is worth more or less money

and it would have been so if they had never come to Kinsale. '

745. That is your opinion ¥—It would be the same if these fishermen
never came on the 1st May.

746. Why does the price fall 2—Qne of i ;
because thg’ market goI(]:s down. tiel zstsons it RS doxnsis

747. 1 ask you again, from the first capture i . "
boats does not the mackerel drop in I;)ricg ?f_lffgl"%tb’],::en%;ﬂﬁlf
to say to it. .

748. Nothing ?—No.

749. You swearbthit 1—1 do, certainly.

750. And vour books would corroberate that 1— :

751. Theyyare always kept right ?—-Alwayefw MR iy wutld-
752. And there is no sudden fall from the time the herring fishin
beging ?--No. There is a question of fall during any part of the yea,rg

753. How 2—1 have sold mackerel at 50s. s hundred one day and.
2¢ 6d. the next. -

754. And that may oceur in any season, and at any time ?—VYes :
that is what I am saying. '

155. And you assert that when the herring season opens i
mackerel don not. deefine ?—It does not. g pons the price of

756. One season the mackerel is bad in price and good the next 2—
i say l?: varies ; and I Bay the same thil'lg would oceur if there were never
a herring caught here.
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757. Cruer INsPECTOR.—And the same thing does occur when the
herring boats don’t go out at all 2—VYes.

758. And the same thing occurs in other places 2-—Yes ; from Galway
to Belfast.

759. Mr. O’Sullivan (to witness).—To the same extent 2—Yes.

760. Am I right in suggesting you have an interest in the Scotchmen
as an auctioneer *~Yes. I am a fish salcsman.

761. And do you say, may I ask, that the witnesses who came for-
ward and swore they saw the Scotch fishermen throwing mackerel
overboard are swearing perjury —I have not said that.

762. What do you say ?—I have not said that.

763. Well, they are not telling the truth 2—I lave not said that,
but I do say that all the mackerel brought in by these men I can sell.

764. But they may throw them away before coming in *—They don't
throw them away.

765. To your knowledge *—VYes.

766. And your knowledge is confined to what occurs on the pier —
What I don’t say of my own knowledge, I have been told, and they
don' t throw them away.

767. So you say 2—So I am told, and believe.

Rev. I¥m. Ogg.—DMdy case has been clearly stated by the witnesses
1 have brought forward, and also I am glad to say of the cross-exam-
ination through which Mr. O’Sullivan has been kind enough to put my
witnesses. "

Mr. O’Sullivan.—A few people have come forward at this inquiry
and made statements which would not be made by a professional man—
insulting, low-bred, and nasty statements.

Crier INSPECTOR.—I am not aware any have been made.

Rev. IWm. Ogg.—May I ask what he objects to # Do you recognise
anything objectionable in my statement, sir.

Cmier Inspecror.—I heard no objectionable statement.

Rev. Wan. Ogg.—I should be very sorry to make them. I am nota
professional man of the same profession as Mr. O'Sullivan, but I belong
to another profession, and

Curer Inspector.—Better not discuss it at all.

Rev. 1¥m. Ogg.—I1 would not insult Mr. O’Sullivan or anyone clse.

Caier InspECTOR.—Have you anything else to say on the subject

Rev. Wm. Ogg.—I think two things have been clearly brought out
by tie witnesses ; one is that the close time suggested by the other side
say from the st May, would be a close time, which would preveat the
Seotell fishermen from coming here at all, and would not nceessarily
benefit Iinsale fishing. The variations that have been spoken of in
the mackerel fishing have not been proved to have been caused by any
great destruction on the part of the Scotchmen of immature fish. A
second thing is clearly brought out: that there are other remedies
{or ihe bad condition of things in Kinsale which remedies may be in
the bhands of you gentlemen who have come to conduct this inquiry.
It is quite possible you may be able to suggest to the Lord Licutenant
certain other remedies by which the Kinsale fishermen may be the
gainers. For instance, if it were possible for the Kinsale fishermen to
be put into better equipped vessels which would enable them to fish
longer through the year that would be something of benefit, and T truss
you will conaider that point. I have now only this to say, that we come
here with no ill intent in our minds to those Kinsale fishermen, and
hope that nothing that has transpired, and I sce no reason why it
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should, will mar the good relations that exist between the Scoteh and
the Irish fishermen. ) )

Mr. O’Sullivan.—I have got nothing further to say on the subject, sir.

Mr. James O'Neill—1 would like to make a couple of observations.

1t has been insinuated I have been identified with the inquiry, acquiring
popularity, and seeking that popularity. For twenty years I have
been identified with the interests of the fishermen, and my reason
for interesting myself is, perhaps, a selfish one. I am an extensive
merchant in Kinsale, and oue of the largest ratepayers, and so I should
from that point alone feel an interest in the fishing industry. I am
acquainted with the mackerel fishing for close on forty years. I saw
it 1n its initial stages, and saw it develop and grow tfo its highest pros-
perity, and I am sorry to say I have also scen 1ts decay, for it is practi-
cally decayed now. But there ig behind all this, that has come out at
the Inquiry, another factor which is bound to kill the mackerel industry
outright if the Department don’t come forward and try and stop what
is gong on. I say the fishing industry will be lost as a national asset
except something is done besides holding inquiries, and the point I
am now bearing on is the purchase of the fish by the merchants. The
large companies are squeczing out the amaller ones, and when they will
have disappeared the whole thing will become normal and unchanged,
It is not a pood practice. It is an injurious practice. These poor
fishermen don’t know what price they are going to get for their fish.
All they get from the merchants is a docket, and they must wait a week
at least before they can tell what price they are going to get. 1Is that
a manner in which any trade should be conducted. Are those lines
on which any other business is conducted ? I say they are not, sir,
and I ask for some remedy. 1 am forty years engaged in business,
and I know of no other industry conducted on the same lines by one man
getting the goods of another, and at the end of a week giving what he
likes for them.

Cuier InspecTor—1What, Mr. O'Neill, do you think we could do 2

Mr. O'Nedl.—1 say it is in your power, and if nothing is done the pre-
sent mackere! industry can’t be preserved. I understand the Depart-
ment has at its dispesal funds which are to subsidise Irish Fisherics ¢

Crier InspECTOR.—Yes.

Mr. O’Neidl.—1f you want to ensure confidence from the fishermen

and save the mackerel industry 1 would suggest the establishment of a
station at Kinsale, and other great fishing centres, and let purchases be
made on behalf of the Department, and then the fishermen would know
the profits and losses on their transactions. This would ensure that
the fishermen would get justice. You could ascertain, too, whether the
mackerel fishing is conducted in other towns on the same lines as in
the town of Kinsale.
_ CI{IEF InspEcTOR.—In the meantime, subect to the result of the
inquiry, I want to know something moro that might help us to some
conclusion. One question I wish to ask : would it not be better to go
back to the arrangement of the 11th May. '

Mr. O’Nell.—We would prefer the lst June.

Cuier INSPECTOR.—Most certainly we could not do that, because it
appears to us it would meen the benishing of the Scotch fleet from
the place. You should consider whether the game is worth the candlo.
It 18 quite plain to me that the more fishing goes on in the place, of
one descr.pt on or another, the better, and it means that all fishing,
mackerel or berring, must prosper. We would not do anything which
would tend to banish the herring fishing. [t seems to us quite clear
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—1 am not now speaking about price—hut it scems quite clear that
when there is a big fishery it helps to pay for the stcamers, and to make
the fishing generally prosperous, and to crush out, or attempt to crush
out, one part of the industry seems to me a very scrious matter. It
would mean the destruction of the industry generally.

Mr. (P Neill.—We want to protect the smaller interests against the
bigger interests, and let both go on together in the way they should.

Cuier Inspocror.—I think the way tomeet the matter is to go half-
way between the two extremes. As regards prohibiting the herring
fishing up to June that would mecan the banishing of that fishery. I
think we are all agreed about that. We don’t want to do that, and
we would like to get some date that would bring this discussion to an
end in a satisfactory way. I think we cannot consider any suggestion
that would mean the banishment of the herring fishery from Kinsale.
1 dow' t think we would be justified in doing that in the face of the evi-
dence at the last inquicy.

Mr. O'Sullivan.—Our resolution called upon the Department to carry
out the recommendation of the former inquiry, and fix the date for
beginning the herving fishing on the I6th May.

Cuter Insrreror.—The 10th May or the 16th May, that is the only
difference. Suppose we come to take that as a foundation for future
counsideration, how are we going to cuforce this 2 I have read for you
the by-law we made for the Donegal coast.

Mr. O’ Neill.—You could make it prohibitory to take herring before
a certain date.

Crier INspEcTOR.—We have gone into this matter most fully. Wo
have had it at Dungarvan, and Dunmore, and the north coast of Done-

When we went to make a close season for fishing on the Waterford

gal
coast the most strenuous opposition came from the Dungarvan fisher-

men. On the Donegal coast we had to make a by-law elosing the month
of April, and that law is the law of the land there. Itis working satis-
factorily.

Mr. (’Neill —And why not in Kinsale 2
Cuier Insrecron.—There are some diffienlties in the way, and one

of them was alluded to by Mr. Flinn :—Steam drifters may come be-
fore the time the fishing opens and deliver therr fish in Milford.

Mr. O'Nedll.—The same thing applies to Donegal.

Ciier Inspicror.—Anotlier point in conncetion with the south coast
is that Irench boats fish here.  They fish for mackerel, and a few for
herrings.

Mr. O’ Neill.—Deal with the Scoteh fishermen, and we will deal with
the rest of them.

Mr. D. H. Lang.—We can’t do that.
Curer Inspicror.—If the by-law in existence on the Donegal coast was

in force here. It prohibits the fishermen there from having their nets
fastened together so as to form a train ready for fishing, in the month
of April, and that was the only way in which the thing could be cnforced.
_ Mr. O’Nedl—That is the month of April, and they are allowed to
fish in the month of May.

Cimier InseEcror.—Yes. Here the idea is the 10th or 11th of May.
Do you think there is a possibility of some agreement being arrived at ?

Mr. Hugh Flinn.—Every body won't be so agiecable to having a by-
law passed.

Mr. O'Neill.—1 think an agreement may be arrived at.

Mr. Laxe, Inspector.—What about Mr. Flinn.
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Mr. Hugh Flinn—I don’t like to give an opinion. I know if I
were g fisherman mayself 1 should claim, and have a right to fish, when
and where 1 liked, and no law could prevent me irom doing so. Aun
agreement made was broken before.

Crier InspECTOR.—Better let bygones be bygones and start afresh.

Mr. Flinn.—It was not intended to let bygones be bygones. It is
simply intended to make us do it whether we like it or not.

Rev. Wm. Ogg.—From the feeling of the Scoteh fishermen zbout
the question of the day 1 think it would be necessary to hold a second
inquiry in Scotland before making any recommendation.

Cuier InspEcTOR—You have brought your witnesses here. We
would be glad to make a trip to Scotland, but I am afraid we would
not be justified.

Mr. O’'Sullivan.—And the 1893 inquiries were most exhaustive.

Crier InspEcTor.—I snggest that some arrangement shenld be
come to in order to make things more agreeable in the future.

Mr. O’Neill.—1 think you will find all interests most agreeable to
the 16th

Rev. Wa. Ogg.—You won’t find the Scotchmen so agreeable now
as in former inquiries, because the fishing conditions have changed 2
great deal since then.

Mr. O’ Neill. —Having regard to the happy relations between all the
fishermen an agrecment should be come to—say the 16th if we can b
get the Ist June.

CrieF INspECTOR.—You can't get the 1lst June.

Mr. O Neidl.—If not we must be satisfied with the 16th.

Rev. Won. Ogg.—If you make it the 16th it will simply mean few
fishermen coming over here from Scotland. You would then have hap-
pier relations here, becanse the fishery would come to be u solitude
so far as the Scotch fishers are concerned.

Mr. Hugh Flinn.—If the Scotchmen never came, there are the big
steam drifters, and they will come, and fish no matter what by-laws
are made, and no matter what agreement was come to, and you simply
deprive the town of everything that helps it.

Crier InspEcTOR.—We could repeal any by-laws we made at any time-

The inquiry ended.
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