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REPORT

OF THE
MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES
ON THE
SEA AND INLAND FISHERIES
FOR THE YEAR

1969.

s

PART L.

SEA FISHERIES

The total value of sea-fish in 1969 was £2,995,550. This was once
again a record figure which exceeded that for the previous year by
£591,769. While all sectors of the sea-fishing industry shared in the
increase, the most noteworthy increase was recorded in landings of
pelagic fish, the value of which rose from £557,004 to £851,117.
Shellfish gained £155,518 to reach £890,548 and the catch of demersal
fish rose by £142,138 to reach £1,253,885,

The weights and values of annual landings of sea-fish (excluding
shellfish) since 1960 are set out in the following table:

TABLE 1.

Year Cwt. £

1969 ... 1,074,922 2,105,002
1968 836,156 1,668,751
1967 s 833,649 1,636,149
1966 626,316 1,454,175
1965 . 562,677 1,269,111
1964 s 487.871 1,084,442
1963 . 399,280 1,059,827
1962 441,149 1,169,201
1961 516,207 1,079,556
1960 . 688,421 1,271,980

Details of quantities and values of the several varieties of sea-fish
and shellfish landed in 1968 and 1969 are given in Appendix No. 1.
The average price per cwt. obtained for each variety of sea-fish
gother than shellfish) from 1962 onwards is shown in Appendix No.
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Small imports of white fish, mainly plaice, were, as in previous
years, permitted when supplies [rom home landings fell short of home
market demand.

The leading fishing ports in 1969 in order ol valuc of fish landed
were: Killybegs, Dunmore East, Howth, Cobh, Castletownbere, Dun
Laoghaire and Skerries. As compared with the corresponding order
ol importance in 1968 Dunmore and Howth once again exchanged
places. Cobh which in recent years has become an important landing
place lor herring took fourth position from Castletownberc and with
Skerries replaced Dingle and Greencastle.

DEMERSAL FISHERY.—While there was only a marginal increase
(1,229 cwt.) in total landings, the landings of haddock at 41.134 cwt.
was about double the 1968 catch of that species. Significant increases
were also recorded in the catches of ray/skate and pollack. Plaicc
dropped, however, from the record catch of 42,720 cwt. in 1968 1o
38,286 cwt. but was still higher than in any other previous year. The
whiting catch also dropped somewhat but still continued to be the
variely caught in greatest quantity and was followed by cod, haddock,
plaice and ray/skate.

The total value of the demersal catch increased from £1,111,747 in
1968 to £1,253,885 in 1969 or by 13%. Increases in ave;age’ prices
of virtually all varieties were achieved, the exceptions being turbot
haddock and pollack. Despite the large increase in haddock landings,
the fall in price at first sale was only marginal. Plaice was again ﬁ%s{
in terms of cash earnings followed by cod, whiting and ﬁaddock
These four varieties contributed 71% of the total value of thé
de;nersal catch. Ray/skate, soles and pollack were next in order of
value.

The weights, total value and average value of demers
the past ten years are shown in the following table. 2l fish over

TasLE 2.

Year | Quantity Value Average Value

‘ per cwt.
1969 314470 1253 % <

| . ;253,885

1968 o 313,241 1,111,747 -7,? 3
1967 313,438 1,079,794 68 11
1966 272,491 995,703 73 0
1965 e 282,192 959,362 68 0
1964 . 267,155 876,310 65 17
1963 | 210,318 829.367 i 78 10
1962 e | 230,110 f 866,547 75 4
1961 . 212,703 ! 820,911 , 77 2
1960 , 233,785 ] 818,828 ‘ 70 1
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PELAGIC FISHERY.—The pelagic catch at 7_60,452 cwt. was
237,537 cwt. or 45% greater than in 1968. The main increase was in
the herring catch but sprats also contributed to the increase. At the
same time the value of the catch at £851,117 represented an increase
of 53%. This in effect means that despite the_largg increase in land-
ings, demand continued to be buoyant and unit prices increased.

Herrings:—While the 1968/69 herring season off the §outh-east coast
was disappointing up to the end of 1968 due mainly to adverse
weather and the absence of shoals from inshore waters, landings of
herrings increased substantially and fishing during January and
February 1969 was exceptionally heavy. During these months land-
ings from the fishery amounted to 185,000 cwt. compared with 120,000
cwt. in the corresponding period of 1968. As a result the t.otal
landings for the 1968/69 season were the greatest on record. Fifty-
nine boats took part in the fishery and the majority of the catch was
taken by paired mid-water trawls and bottom trawls. The 1969/70
season opened in mid-November. The weather prior to Christmas,
1969 was very favourable to fishing and good catches were made
particularly in December. Landings up to the end of the year
amounted to 154,000 cwt. compared with 62,300 cwt. and 106,000
cwt. in the corresponding periods of 1968 and 1967 respectively.
Catches were again made over a wide area, but almost all the landings
were made at Dunmore East and Cobh. Total landings of herrings
for the fishery for the year 1969 amounted to 339,000 cwt. as
compared with 182,000 cwt. in 1968 and 184,000 cwt. in 1967.

The 1968/69 winter herring fishery off the Donegal, North Mayo
and Sligo coasts concluded at the end of January, 1969. Landings of
herrings continued, however, to be made at Killybegs during the
Spring and Summer months. The 1969/70 winter season began in
October but, due mainly to unfavourable weather conditions in the
Stags of Broadhaven area, landings in the October to December
period were lower than in the previous year. Catches were made over
a wide area with landings at Killybegs, Sligo and Burtonport. The
total landings of herrings from this fishery in 1969 amounted to
234,000 cwt. as compared with 264,000 cwt. in 1968 and 241,000 cwt.
in 1967.

Good catches of herring were also made in the Trish Sea. particu-
larly during November, and landings totalling 72,000 cwt. were made
at Mornington for conversion to fishmeal and fish oil.

The small .Autum'n fishery off the south-west coast continued in
1969 but‘ as I previous years was hampered by weather conditions
and landings at 10,700 cwt. were comparatively small.

As most of the herring catch is exported in fresh or processed form.,
the increased landings in 1969 were reflected in an increased volume
of exports. Exporis of fresh, chilled or frozen herring amounted to
181,636 cwt. valued at £292,822 as compared with 152,257 cwt.
valued a( £228,071 in 1968. Exports in cured and marinated form
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also increased very substantially—from 193,275 cwt. valued at
£348,648 in 1968 to 312,208 cwt. valued at £582,599 in 1969.

The following table shows the quantity, total value and unit value
of herrings landed in each of the past ten years.

TABLE 3.
Year Quantity Value ' Average Value

per cwt.

cwt. £ s. d.

1969 ... 682,238 783,973 23 0
1968 ... . 452,160 496,753 22 0
1967 ... - 465,606 499,280 21 §
1966 ... e 293,300 399,312 27 3
1965 ... 210,555 251,521 23 11
1964 ... 160,929 155,440 19 4
1963 ... 165,696 193,068 23 4
1962 ... .. 187,534 260,463 27 9
1961 ... e 250,078 209,710 16 9
1960 ... 417,414 394,945 18 11

Sprats:—Sprat landings have been of little consequence up to recent
years because of lack of outlets. With the gradual build-up of outlets
by way of mink and trout farms and fishmeal factories, landings are
now expanding and reached 46,413 cwt. (£21,792) in 1969 as com-
pared with 28,117 cwt. (£11,694) in 1968 and 9,728 cwt. (£5,619) in
1967. The bulk of the 1969 catch was landed at Mornington.

Mackerel:—Landings of mackerel again declined—31,801 cwt. in
1969 as against 42,590 cwt. in 1968 and 44,196 cwt. in 1967—but
apart from 1965 were higher than in any other year between 1961
and 1966. The average prices of 28/6d. per cwt. showed an increase
of 5/9d. per cwt. on 1968. Much of the catch is disposed of for
reduction to fishmeal, which accounts for the relatively low average
price. The chief landing centres were Castletownbere, Killybegs,
Dingle, Howth, Valentia/Cahirciveen and Union Hall.

Statistics of mackerel landings over the past ten years are given in
the following table: —

TABLE 4.
Year Quantity Value Average Value

per cwt.

cwt. £ s. d.
1969 ... .. 31.801 45,352 28 6
1968 ... 42,590 48,526 22 9
1967 ... 44,196 51,163 23 2
1966 ... . 29.645 46,389 31 4
1965 ... 40.213 45,853 22 10
1964 ... 26,308 38,891 29 7
1963 ... . 14,980 33,753 45 1
1962 ... ... 16475 39.297 47 8
1961 ... 24,007 38.238 31 10

1960 . ..l 37125 58,144 31 _4_

{
[
‘
1

7

SHELLFISH.—At £890,548 the value of the shellfish catch exceeded
the record figure of 1968 by £155,518. Generally prices exceeded or
were up to the levels reached in 1968. Spectacular increases were
recorded in the numbers (1,191,571) and value (£38,531) of crabs,
as a result of the development of new processing outlets in recent
years. Landings of lobsters, oysters and mussels also increased but
on the other hand the catches of crawfish, escallops and Dublin Bay
prawns showed a slight reduction as compared with 1968. Despite
this, however, fishermen’s earnings from all these varieties, with the

exception of escallops, continued to increase because of the higher
price levels.

Values of shellfish landings over the past ten years were:—

TABLE 5.
£
1969 e 890,548
1968 735,030
1967 516,623
1966 579,161
1965 e 431,262
1964 e 420,114
1963 353,863
1962 329,794
1961 e 277,686
1960 .. 339,625

EXPORTS.—At £3,557,527 exports of fish and fishery products.
including both sea-fish products and freshwater fish products (see
Part IT of this Report) again established a record value, being £880,004
(33+,) greater than in 1968. Exports of sea-fish products were valued
at £2,299,637 which was over £4 million up on 1968. This substantial
increase was attributable mainly to the increase in the landings of
herring and also to the increased value of the shellfish catch. Details
of the exports are given in Appendix No. 4.

PERSONNEL AND VESSELS.—The gradual increase in recent
years in the numbers ol men engaged in sea-fishing continued in 1969.
The total number of men engaged full-time increased from 1,687 in
1968 to 1.821 in 1969. Simultaneously the part-time fishermen’s
numbers increased from 3,756 to 3,810.

The increase in employment is reflected in the number of boats in
operation, the total number involved being 1911 in 1969 as compared
with 1,820 in 1968. The build-up in the fleet of motor fishing vessels
over 25 tons gross, which take much the greater part of the wet-fish
catch, was maintained. The number of boats in this class at the end
of the year was 210 as compared with 192 in the previous year. The
fleet of motor vessels of 25 tons gross and under also continued to
expand —from 569 in 1968 to 645 in 1969.

Further details are given in Appendix No. 7.
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TRAINING OF FISHERMEN.—The scheme for training boys as
fishermen was revised in 1969. The period of training was increased
to twelve months comprising seven months on board selected fishing
vessels during which the trainee acquires practical fishing experience
and five months attending a residential shore course at _Movnlle, Co.
Donegal, during which instruction is given in such subjects as sea-
manship, navigation, net-mending and cookery. A group of 25 boys
commenced training under the scheme on 1st February, 1969, and at
the end of the year were completing the practical side of the course
aboard selected fishing vessels. A second group of 20 boys com-
menced their training at Moville on st September, 1969 and the
course was still in progress at the end of the year.

Seven fishermen were selected to participate in the shore course
provided in co-operation with the Galway Vocational Education
Committee towards equipping experienced fishermen to qualify as
skippers and all the fishermen concerned were subsequently successful
in obtaining Certificates of Competency under the Merchant Shipping
Acts. Since its inception in 1958 the scheme has assisted 87 fishermen
in obtaining such certificates. For fishermen who do not find the
Galway course convenient, An Bord Iascaigh Mhara continued in
1969 to provide port courses at selected centres and as a result
Certificates of Competency under the Merchant Shipping Acts were
awarded to a further 11 fishermen.

AN BORD IASCAIGH MHARA.—The Board received from the
Fisheries Vote, 1968/69, a grant of £467.000 in aid of current and
capital development and administration. Repayable advances totalling
£346,000 were also made to the Board from the Central Fund mainly
for the provision of boats and gear.

Market investigations and consequent export development generally
carried out by the Board contributed to a growing diversification of
outlets for an increasing catch of fish and were reflected in a substan-
tial increase in total seafish exports. During 1969 the value of the
fishery exports for the first time ever exceeded the £3 million mark.
An Export Market Information Bulletin service was introduced for
exporters providing up-to-date practical information on prices and
trends in foreign markets, together with details of any Tariffs and
Quota restrictions operating.

Two new ice plants, at Castletownbere and Howth, were provided
during the year to meet the increased demand for ice arising out of
the Ministerial Regulations for the handling and distribution of fresh
demersal fish. Ice plants have now been provided at all the major
fishing ports.

During the year ended 31st March, 1969 the Board assisted Irish
fishermen in acquiring 50 new and 21 second-hand boats. Advisers
on fishing techniques were engaged during the year and visits by
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demonstrator vessels from more advanced European fishing nations
were organised in a selected number of ports to help skippers in their
choice of vessels.

SEA FISHERIES PROTECTION.—Protection of the exclusive
fishery limits involving regular patrols by vessels of the Naval Service
of the Department of Defence was maintained in 1969. Prosecutions
were instituted against the skippers of three foreign vessels who had
been arrested for fishing inside the limits and convictions were secured
in all cases resulting in fines and forfeitures of fish and gear. An
appeal by one of the skippers against his conviction was still pending
at the end of the year. The skipper of one other foreign vessel was
arrested for unlawfully entering within the exclusive fishery limits.
Following prosecution a conviction was secured and a fine imposed.
In the conduct of these cases and in the enforcement of fishery pro-

tection measures generally the co-operation of the Garda Siochana
was readily available.

EXPLORATORY VESSELS.—During the year exploratory vessels,
Cii Feasa and Cii na Mara, continued to assist in a variety of fishery
research  projects, including experimental fishing for nephrops,
escallops and industrial species. The Cii Feasa was also engaged in
assisting fishermen to locate shoals of herring off the south-east and
south coasts.

MARINE WORKS.—During the year development work was con-
tinued at the major fishery harbours schemes at Killybegs, Castle-
townbere and Dunmore East.

On 5th November, the Minister made an Order under the Fishery
Harbour Centres Act, 1968 declaring and defining the area of the
Killybegs Fishery Harbour Centre. The Order, which came into force
on 10th November, 1969 transferred to the Minister the management
control and operation of Killybegs Harbour, Co. Donegal and all the
property of the existing managing authority in the fishery harbour
centre and all the rights and liabilities of that authority in or relating
to the centre.

In August, 1969 notice of the Minister’s proposal to make a similar
Order in regard to Castletownbere Fishery Harbour Centre was pub-
lished in Iris Oifigitil, and in national and other newspapers.

Improvement works were completed during the year at Ballyoonan
Quay, Co. Louth; Garnish, Co. Cork; Brandon Bay, Dooaghs (Dooks)
and Cuanna, Co. Kerry; Portach, Co. Galway; Saleen and Portacloy,
Co. Mayo; and at Burtonport, Bunaninver, Lehardan, Inch Fort, An
Uaig (Malin Beg) and Portmore, Co. Donegal.

Substantial harbour improvement schemes were in progress during
the year at Skerries, Co. Dublin: Kilmore Quay, Co. Wexford: Reen,
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Co. Cork: and at Killala, Co. Mayo. Arrangements were being made
at the end of the year to have improvement works carried out at
Rossaveel, Co. Galway; Darby’s Point, Co. Mayo and at Dingle, Co.
Kerry. Other marine improvement works were also in progress at
Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin; Fenit and Cromane, Co. Kerry; Kilkieran,
Kilronan (Aran Islands) and Barrett’s Quay, Co. Galway; and at
Magheraroarty and Rannagh, Co. Donegal. Work was also in hand
on the erection of beacons at Tullaghan Bay and navigation lights

at Achill Sound, Co. Mayo.

The survey teams set up to make an appraisal of the landing
facilities required to meet the present and expected needs of the fishing
industry on the Donegal and Sligo coasts completed their task.
Arrangements to have a similar survey made of the Clare coast were
in hand at the end of the year.

SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATIONS.—Fuller details of these investiga-
tions made in 1969 are given in the Sea Fisheries Bulletin (No. 7)
1969, already published. Two issues of Irish Fisheries Investigations
Series B (Marine) and nine Fishery Leaflets on marine topiés were
publishd during the year (see page 59).

Investigations into the herring stocks on the south, south-west and
north-west coasts were carried on during the year. Reports on the
herring stocks on the south and north-west coasts were circulated to
interested persons in the trade. One of the Assistant Inspectors of
Fisheries presented two papers to the Pelagic Fish (Northern) Com-
mittee of the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea at
its annual meeting. The fat content of herrings from selected areas
was determined from time to time and the results were made avail-
able to interested parties.

A survey of plaice eggs and larvae in the Irish Sea wa

. p s undertaken
in the spring of 1969 and at the close of the period under review a
start was made on the preparation of a report on the plaice work
done in the previous four years.

Catch and effort data from the lobster fishery, provided by fisher-
men, were analysed during the year and a census of the boats and
types of gear was undertaken. The results of these studies were
published in the Fishery Leaflet series. The number of fishermen who
furnished details of their catch and effort was disappointingly small
It is hoped that fishermen will realise that it is in their own long term
interest to collaborate in the scheme which is aimed at the proper
management of the lobster fishery. Large numbers of lobsters were
measured with the aid of students at Dunmore East, Co. Waterford
and Waterville, Co. Kerry. Advice was given to members of the
public who were interested in setting up lobster ponds in Ireland.
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Work on the Dublin Bay prawn (Nephrops norvegicus) intensified
during the year. Apart from sampling of the commercial catch, trawl
and townet surveys were undertaken during the year and a laboratory
study on the rearing of larvae was started in the spring. Research
vessel (rawl surveys were aimed at mapping the stock density and
length range of Nephrops in the areas which had been indicated
previously as areas of greatest density.

Work aimed at improving the oyster beds in Tralee Bay was
continued during the year. About 100 tons of mussel shell were put
on the beds and due to good weather and high temperatures an excep-
tional heavy spatfall was experienced. Experiments were continued
with the use of plastic sheets for spat settlement and these gave
encouraging results. Routine observations on settlement, growth and
survival of oyster spat in various parts of Tralee Bay were continued.

_ The mussel beds in Castlemaine Harbour were kept under observa-
tion durgng {hc year. The heavy spatfall of the previous year had
been mainly in an area unsuitable for mussel culture and 4,000 tons
of seed were transported by a power dredger to more suitable areas.
Similarly, at We;ford, seed mussels were transported to better fattening
grounds. Experimental raft culture of mussels was again undertaken
with success in Kinsale Harbour but with no success in Wexford or
Cork Harbour.

*

During the year work was continued on escallops and samples of
the commercial catch from the Dunmanus, Bantry and Castletownbere
Haven areas were examined for growth, maturity and meat yield.
Surveys were also carried out on the east coast and one small stock
of escallops was discovered, sufficient to support a moderate com-
mercial fishery. A survey of Bantry Bay and Castletownbere Haven
areas was made in November, 1969 using the Department’s research
vessel, the Cu na Mara.

The American hard shell clam (Mercenaria mer. ] i

. 2 cena -
duced into a numbe}' of localities during the year. T;l:)sm%i]?xtsr;l
was second generation disease free clams from the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Hatchery, at Conway, North V&Zzles

The growth and development of th
observation during the year. ¢ planted clams were kept under

Two officers made studies during the year of marine pollution

problems, one in relation to the mussel beds j
s in W
and the other on methods to disperse oil at sea. exford Harbour

During the year samples of fish landed for industrial purposes on
the‘ east coast were examined to determine the amount of young fish
of “protected” species present in the catches.
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A number of rare or interesting fishes were recorded from Irish
waters in 1969 as follows: —
Mako shark (Isurus oxyrinchus)
Undulate ray (Raia undulata)
Painted ray (Raia microocellata)
White skate (Raia alba)
Sandy ray (Raia circularis)

-0 a8 e o P

Great silver smelt (Argentina silus)

Straight-nose pipe fish (Nerophis ophidion)

5w

Greater fork-beard (Phycis blennoides)

[
h

Deal fish (Trachipterus articus)

Boar fish (Capros aper)

—
.

k. Ray’s bream (Brama brama)

- Red-band or red-snake fish (Cepola rubescens)
. Spotted dragonet (Callionymus maculatus)
Bluemouth (Helicolenus dactylopterus)

Piper (Trigla lyra)

. Streaked gurnard (Trigloporus lastoriza)

. File or trigger fish (Balistes carolinensis)

me v o 5 B

Puffer fish (Lagocephelus lagocephelus)

In addition to these species, the first specimen ever recorded of the
comber (Serranus cabrilla) was landed at Ballycotton in August.

During the year officers of the Department identified specimens of
fish in relation to claims for “specimen” status for the Irish Specimen
Fish Committee.

INTERNATIONAL AND OTHER CONFERENCES.

(1) INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE EXPLORATION OF THE SEA.—

This Council, founded in 1902 to coordinate fisheries research in the
North Atlantic and its adjacent seas, held its annual meeting in
Dublin from 29th September to 8th October under the Presidency of
the Department’s Inspector and Scientific Adviser, who completed his
three-year term of office as President of the Council on 31st October,
1969. This country’s delegates were the Inspectors of Fisheries on
both the marine and freshwater sides of the Department. Papers were
contributed to the Pelagic Fish (Northern) and Shellfish and Benthos
Committees of the Council by members of the Department’s staff.
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The Department’s Inspector on the sea ﬁsperies side was elected
chairman of the Shellfish and Benthos Committee for a term of three

years.

Prior (o the main meeting, the Council, in conjunction with other
international organisations, organised a symposium on "Pl_1y51cal
Variability in the North Atlantic” in University College, Dublin z_md
another in Trinity College, Dublin on “Biochemical and Serological
Identification of Fish Stocks”.

During the year onc of the Assistant Inspectors of Fi§heries attended
a special course on acoustical methods for identifying fish species
organised by the Council in conjunction with F.A.O. and another
Assistant Inspector of Fisheries took part in a Working Party con-
cerned with stock densities in herrings off, inter alia, the Irish coasts.

In his capacity as President. the Department’s Inspector and Scien-
lific Adviser represented the Council at meetings of 1.0.C. (Inter-
Governmental Oceanographic Commission) in Paris in June and
September and attended the Jubilee celebrations of the Intemationgll
Council for the Exploration of the Mediterranean held in Madrid in
October.

(2) NorRTH-EAasT ATLANTIC FisHERIES CommissioN.—This Cogn-
mission, established under the terms of the International Fishengs
Convention of London of 1959, held its seventh annual meeting in
London in May, 1969. Ireland was represented, as usual, by the
Assistant Secretary in charge of Fisheries and the Department’s
Inspector and Scientific Adviser who is Vice-Chairman of the Com-
mission’s Regional Committee 2 and the Standing Committee on
Infractions. Plans were formulated for a number of conservation
measures, including a ban on high seas fishing for salmon and for a
scheme of international control.

(3) CHALLENGER Society.—This Society was founded early in this
century to promote the study of oceanography and to provide a forum
for a discussion of problems related to the seas. The Department’s
Inspector and Scientific Adviser attended the annual meeting of the
Society in London and presented a paper on The Irish basking shark
fishery.

(4) MEETING IN LONDON TO Discuss RESEARCH IN THE IRISH SEA.—
The Department’s Inspector and Scientific Adviser attended a meeting
in January organised by the Royal Society of London at its head-
quarters to discuss research problems in the marine field in the Irish
Sea and took part in the discussions on a number of problems of
direct interest to this country.

(5) MARINE SCIENCE ASSOCIATION OF IRELAND.—For a number of
years past an 1pfor_mal meeting of persons engaged in marine biological
problems of Irish interest have been held in different centres. In April,
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1969 the fourth meeting of the Group was held in the Science Build-
ings of University College, Dublin, at Belfield, under the chairmanship
of Prof. C. F. Humphries. The meeting was attended by members of
the scientific staff of the Department.

(6) FourTH EUROPEAN SYMPOSIUM ON MARINE BioLogy.—One of
the Assistant Inspectors of Fisheries attended at this symposium which
was held in Bangor, North Wales in September. A number of the
topics discussed were of interest as they impinged on the rescarch
work being done by the Department.

(7) Copex ALIMENTARIUS COMMITTEE ON FisH AND FISHERY
Propucts.—The Inspector and Engineer atlended as a delegale the
meeting of the Committee on Fish and Fishery Products of the Codex
Alimentarius Commission at Bergen, Norway, in October, 1969 in
connection with the preparation of draflt standards for various fishery
products.

(8) F.A.O. TEcHNICAL CONFERENCE ON FISH INSPECTION AND QUALITY
ContrOL.—The Inspector and Engineer attended the Conference on
this subject held in Halifax, Canada, in July 1969 in the course of
which he was invited to act on an Ad Hoc Working Group on
Inspection Programme Development which was set up in respon[;e to
a request by participants from developing countries for assistance in
establishing training programmes and fish inspection services.

(9) CoMMiTTEE OF FISHERIES oF F.A.Q. (COF1).—Th i
Secr.etary in charge of fisheries attended as an obsefver af ttﬁsi‘gﬁm
session of the Committee on Fisheries held in Rome in June 1969
Anﬁong the matters discussed were international co-operation, marine
pollution, safety of fishermen and fishing vessels and ] i
and traiming. fishery education

(10) OrcanisaTION FOR EcoNoMIC CO-OPERATION
-—The Department continued to participate in
Fisheries Committee of this Organisation and w
meetings held in Paris in May and November, 1969
Committee includes an annual review of fisheries in

AND DEVELOPMENT.
the work of the
as represented at
. The work of the
member countries.

ENGINEERING.

Fishing Ports and Landing Places:—The Commi .

examine and make recommendations on ﬁs}l:i]x:tgte;:fttsup In 1968 to
places in County Donegal completed the assignment a ?ind langlmg
the Report to the Minister. A similar team was set nc submitte

undertake a like assignment for County Sligo and :‘ﬁ) in 1969 to
completed and the Report was submitted to the Minjstls task was
these Teams acted under the Chairmanship of My S g' Both of
Conspltant to the Department. Membership of (he :Teé Meallé}n,
consisted of a representative from each of the follg ms other\.ms'e
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries, Office of pwlbnlg bodies :
Roinn na Gaeltachta, the County Council of the colmltl tc Works,
and An Bord Iascaigh Mhara. y concerned
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Bye-Laws, Licences, Orders and Definitions:—Maps were prepared
in connection with various bye-laws, orders, licences and other

statutory instruments.

TECHNOLOGY.

Fish Quality Regulations:—The Fish Quality Officers gecrmted in
1968 1o ensure compliance with the Demersal'Fnst.x (Hand!mg, Storage
and Transport) Regulations, 1967, were active In carrying out this
task. In general, the approach adopted was one of encouraging t_he
fishermen and fish trade to comply with the Regulations but in nine
cases it was found necessary to institute legal proceedings. Convic-
tions were secured in five of these cases, the remaining four not having
been heard by the end of the year. There has been a very marked
improvement in the quality of the fish both delivered at the market
and exhibited for sale in the retail shops. In particular, the require-
ment of icing of the fish is being well complied with.

Work on the construction of a prototype of an instrument for using
electricity to improve Nephrops trawling was comp}eted and by the
end of the year the instrument was ready for sea trials.

Development work was commenced on an instrument for obtaining
a deep sample of the sea bottom in which Nephrops burrow. Such
samples are required for investigation purposes 1n order to fill in a
gap in the scientific knowledge of the behaviour of the species.

Marine Pollution:—Proposals for a number of major industrial projects
involving the discharge of large quantities of effluent into tidal
estuaries were investigated in the interest of the preservation of fish
life and requirements were specified to ensure this.

LEGISLATION.—Particulars of Statutory I::nstrument§ relating to sea
fisheries made during the year are included in appendix No. 22.
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PART 1L
INLAND FISHERIES

In 1969 the catch of salmon and grilse by all methods amounted to
3,403,849 1b valued at £1,107,788 compared with 2,702,248 1b valued
at £669,428 for the preceding year. This is the highest catch recorded
since the collection of statistics was started in 1927. The total num-
ber of salmon taken by all methods was 484,186 compared with
403,027 fish in 1968. The overall average weight of salmon and
grilse in 1969 was 7.03 1b as against 6.75 Ib for 1968. This increase
in average weight was due in the main to the high average weight
of the grilse during the season. Weather conditions favoured netting
during the main grilse run but angling was adversely affected by the
drought conditions which prevailed throughout a considerable part
of the season. The rod catch in consequence was rather low
amounting to 23,815 fish, weighing 182,248 1b and valued at £60,786
compared with 33,749 fish weighing 251,432 1b and valued at £81.645.
The catch of sea trout amounting to 127,272 1b and valued at £23,864
was slightly up on that for 1968 when the comparable figures were
124,679 1b valued £22,982. Having regard to all the factors the catch
of sea trout must be considered as satisfactory. Full details of the
catches of salmon and sea trout taken in the years 1967 to 1969
inclusive and given in Appendix 11. The catches made in that part
of the Foyle Fisheries Commission area, formerly comprising the
Moville Fishery District, are not included in Appendix 11.

For the second year running many Irish rivers were very low in
the summer period due to prolonged droughts which in some areas
extended for many weeks and even months. As a direct consequence
of this the rod and line catch was low as stated earlier. In a few areas
the presence of Ulcerative Dermal Necrosis (UDN) in salmon was
also responsible for a slight reduction in catches but the incidence of
t}}e disease was much lower than in the preceding years and virtuall
disappeared from most rivers in the summer period. Reports indicatz
that despite the low water conditions earlier in the season s awnir
in most areas was not unsatisfactory. P €

Appendix No. 12 gives the catch of salmon and eri] :
Fishery District for 'the three years 1967, 1968 and glg6s'; 1‘:10cr]u2?\::
The catch of salmon in 1968 (by weight) was distributed as follows : —

Drift nets e 4939,
Draft nets o 3549,
Stake nets and other commercial

methods . 9.9%
Rod and line 5.49,

The proportion of fish taken by drift nets in 1969 was the highest
on r'ecord and showed a considerable increase on that for the (wo
previous years.
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The total number of angling licences for salmon and sea trout was
10,746, a rise of 884 on that of 1968, despite the poor ‘anglmg
conditions. The average catch per licence was 2.2 fish weighing 16.9
Ib and valued at £5.13.0 which was understandably well below tl}ose
of both 1967 and 1968. The rod-caught average at 7.7 Ib was a little
higher than in both 1967 and 1968. The highest average weight of the
rod catch was for the Drogheda Fishery District (12.2 1b) in wh}ch
few grilse are ever taken on rod and line, most of the catch being
made up now of small spring and small summer fish (2 and 2+ sea
winters) which run early in the season. In the West of Ireland, how-
ever, because of the almost total reliance on grilse the average weight
was low.

The sea trout catch of 127,272 1b was distributed as follows:—

Rod and line . 562%
Draft nets e. 368%
Drift nets 6.2%
Other commercial methods ... 0.8%

It is perhaps as well to point out that generally there is little
commercial fishing for sea trout and most sea trout in nets, etc. are
captured as a bye-catch of salmon fishing.

The actual weight of the catch of sea trout or rod and line was
72,017 1b or slightly greater than in 1968 when the catch by this
method was 69,584 Ib. As explained in previous reports the average
catch of sea trout per licence gives a poor indication of }he abundance
of this species in the different fishery district because in many areas
only a few anglers, out of all licensed to fish for salmon and sea
trout, do actually and specifically fish for sea trout. Information for
some of the western Districts does, however, give some idea of the
potentialities. In the Connemara Fishery District, for example, the
average catch was 6.2 fish weighing 6.2 1b a figure well below that

for previous years,

The Corporation of Dublin Wholesale Fish Market in 1969 handled
156.131 salmon and grilse weighing 1,103,368 1b as compared with
130,581 fish weighing 894,979 1b in 1968. In 1969, therefore, this
market handled 38.7% by number and 32.4% by weight of all the
fish taken in the country outside the Foyle area.

Ulcerative Dermal Necrosis (UDN) continued to affect salmon and.
to a lesser extent, brown trout and sea trout during the year. In
general, however, the incidence of disease in 1969 was at a much
lower level than in previous years, although outbreaks were serious.
particularly in the Blackwater, Lee and Bandon Rivers as regards
salmon. Approximately 50% of all the diseased fish reported were
removed from these rivers. Two rivers flowing into Kenmare Bay
and the River Erne were also adversely affected. During the spawning
season brown trout in some of the tributaries of Lough Corrib were






