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Part 1.
SEA FISHERIES. :
: ; . 1 » 49
That the results of our sea fishermen’s operations during 1943
were satisfactory will be evident from perusal of the figures 1n

the following table, showing the cuantity and value of the
landings, exclusive of shellfish, :

Year Cwt. _ e

1943 o e 510,970
1942° .. 252703 433,650
1941 PO B o) 499,904
1940 SRR 267,482
1939 S 710498 196,199

The value of shellfish for 1943 was £99 6 against £70,608
or 1943 was £99,687 (ag hellfish: for

for 1942) and the combined value of wef fish and S 3
1943 was £610,657, the highest fieure recorded during the last
twenty-five years. - :

Under the provisions of the Rish (Regulation of tmports) (No.
2) Order, 1938, a few licences were issued authorising the ML
ing of fish from vessels of extern nationality which had o
into distress close to some of our ports. Such Jandings were
relatively insignificant and did not exceed £2,000 in value:

DEMERSAL FISHERY .—Th ! demersal f_ish
landed in 1043 was 15,654 cwl, valygd at £ai, 18k SHOWINg
some decrease in quantity but a slight increase in valueé s GO
pared with the returns for 1942 which were 132,493 Wt valued
al £331,511. To the landings for 1943 (he sraall fleet Of deep sea
trawlers based on Dublin contributeq ?252?39 ewt. (77 fishing
1PS) a5 against L1503 cwl. (@8 ripey o peg,. e quantilative
ljeclgc.honﬁisﬁ therefore, related tq IS8,
inshore fishermen, “whose S .
weather conditions. Moreofe?“{;f;;s? E(‘i‘l'e gover g_gdoffSet by the
increased catches of herring ang maclf }ul:hon }W prices obtained
for cod, hake, plaice and whitipe Wel‘eei)e i Tt}]ﬁm those for 1942
and the other varieties were mapketeq 1 ;:lr‘vanttage- ThePRiE

-
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cipal landing points were Clogher Head, Loughshinny, Howth,
Dublin and Arklow on the east coast; Ballinagoul (Co. Waler-
ford), Baltimore, Schull, Bantry and Dingle on lhe south coast;
Galway on the west coasl: and Killybegs on the north-west
coasl. 3 '

PELAGIC FISHERY.—Herrings.—The subjoined table shows
the quantily and value of the herrings landed in each of the
ten years ended 1943 : —

Year Cwt. ' £ J Average Value
R { per cwt,
L i ALY, ! |

i 5. d.
1943 © 76,698 | 90,908 23 8
1942 38,992 | 41,110 | 21 1
1941 78,5806 f=n 82,349 | 21 0
1940 71,081 { 56,154 ' 15 10
1939 50,660 | 24°989 \ 9 7
1938 56,8929 : 19,988 , 6.9
1937 64,318 | 23,676 | 74
1936 62,273 23,895 ; fit e
1935 ik 64,799 25,997 L 8 0
1934 | 37,994 17.431 |6 9 2

{ | s
| |
1 1

With the sole exception of 1941 the quantity of herrings landed
in 1943 was the greatest since 1929, and the value excecded that
for any year since 1927. The produce of the summer and winter
fishings were, respectively, 26,087 cwt. and 44,211 ewt. There
was a considerable measure of revival in the .Howth summer
fishing for 1943 when during the month of July some 9,000 cwt.
of herring value for about £11,000 was landed. Kinsale had a
successful spell during the month of May and again in Novem-
ber when the landings were, respectively, 3,000 cwt. and 6,000
cwt. approximately.

Move detailed figures for both the summer and winter herring
fishings will be found at Appendices No. 5 and No. 6.

Mackerel.—The landings of mackerel during each of the ten.
yvears to 1943 were as follows:—

Year . Cwt, £ , . Average Price. -
per cwt.
l
i s. d.
1943 [ 84.105 78,125 i 18 7
1949 [ 76,618 59.418 15 6
1941 | 99,479 167,311 ! 33 8
1940 I 60,820 30,086 9 11
1939 ' 46.091 16,516 7. 9
1938 35,639 12,844 T
1087 43,808 16,352 6 8
1936 44,179 13,674 6 9
1935 34,471 10,592 (3
1934 17,243 - 1229 8 5
!

Save for the quile exceptional figures relating to 1941, a year
of abnormal conditions for this fi:'-‘,l'}E‘[“\'| the landings of Iﬂﬂl‘.l\'(‘l’(‘]
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in 1943 were the highest for fifteen years and figure of value was
the best since 1927.. The greatest quantities for hoth the spring
and autumn fishings were again landed at Valentia Harbour at
which the returns for April, May and November were 10,500
cwt., 5,800 cwt. and 5,300 cwt. of mackerel respectively. Nexl
in importance came Ballinagall and Dunquin.on the Dingle
Peninsula where in September and October landings of 5,500
cwt. and” 4200 cwt were made. Particulars of mackerel
landings generally around the coas{ are set out in Appendices
Nos. 7 and 8. ) g

-

SHELLFISH.—The aggregate value of shellfish for 1943 al
£99,687 represented an increase of over 40% on the figure of
£70,608 for 1942. The main increase was in respect of lobsters,
the caplure of which is practised over virtually the entire coast
line: the cateh for 1943 was sold by the fishermen for £35,752
against £20,236 realised for the 1942 catch. The escallop fishing.
which is peculiar to the Bantry Bay and some of the larger
Connemara inlets, produced for the catehers during 1943 an
increase of 84% on their earnings for 1942, the figures DelnE
£13973 and £7,592 respectively. The short open season for the
oyster beds ‘al Clarinbridge, Co. Galwdy, which runs' for the
first  forlnight of December,’ proved \'L-rv successful for “.“'
aatherers as the value of the catch increased from £5,917 11
1942 10 £8.494 in 1943. In the mussel industry there was als0 @
general improvement in quantity and value as compared with
1942: and while .the quantity of periwinkles eathered fell SOIeE-
what short of the figure for 1942 the value shc?weri,m\ incredse.

. PERSONNEL: AND VESSELS.—Despite increasing difficulty
in the matter of-gear and fuel supplies the number oof persons
engaging in the sea fishing industry, either in a wholetime ©F
part-time capacity, continues to rise. In 1943 1.977 persons
_ Were solely engaged at fishing while 7 g6 ﬂ[h.f‘l"i‘fnlll'ﬂ'] part-
fame occupation in the industry, a -(ota] of 9,646 as compare

with 9.359 returned for 1942 (1,882 solely a'r;r] 7;}77 partiﬂl B

engaged . ~Throughout 1943 the difficulties of procuring marine
molor engines resulted in ; :

. Lo practically no new power boats DeIE
added to the fishing fleet. An increasing nun?]f:;;-(of the VQSS.Q‘S
which had gone out of commission during {he -”m-emunera“.ve.
period prior to 1940 are heing re—e{;uippe?] for wopktand 1a50S
vesult the tolal of all craft, ranging from the c. mbal'ﬂti‘r“l'V
large motor hoat down to the 3-man (:n'- ot {] (.Od in fishing
during 1943, was 3,387—against 3 9 rag L’E_‘-n?»az‘ie- A7 ars of
the regional distribution arlj"ld r:,las"%liq‘iH t_m '19"!'3-. 1_a1‘lu1i I
he found at Appendix No. 4. o onof fishing ieler,

CASUALTY.—On 9l Aprily 10450 o & ey
fishing hon’_lt proceeding Py S(’}fl:;ﬂd mgm};m-{ of the cre’tfshmg
grounds fell overboard and wag '"-11'0“;11911' ork, to the

SCIENTIFIC  AND TECHNICAT,

T S.T T
’]‘hrnughﬂut l..q,l::; Sﬂlﬂi’]]_es of -hF,"l']‘ ]N\FES"I ]GATION

ings were systematically €

~
1o}

lected during each of the seasonal fishings at vavious puoints for
continuation of the routine biological examination of the fish as
lo age and condition. A general account of the herring fisheries
in the period 1921 to 1941 (including a comparative study of age
and rate of growth) based®on the data recorded from these
examinations of samples made during that period was recently
completed and will, it is hoped, be published soon.

The experiment in oyster breeding undertaken at the mussel
cleansing station at Cromane, Co. Kerry, was continued during
1943. Owing to the incidence of certain structural alterations
in the layout of the station if was not possible to expand (his
experimental work to the exfent contemplated. The young
oysters bred in 1942 were kept under observation and showed
excellent growth during the summer months.

The periodic hydrographic cruises of the Department’s cruiser
“ Muirchu ©' were of necessify still suspended in 1943, but
routine daily recordings of sea temperatures continued lo he
made at the Coningbeg Lightship.

ASSISTANCE 70 FISHERMEN.—The maintenance of Lh_e
fishing fleet as to hulls and engines and the provision of fuel t_ui
and essential fishing gear constituted a very serious problem in
1943 both for this Department and the Irish Sea Fisheries Asso-
ciation. New power units were unobtainable buf an arrange-
ment was reached whereby the import of a limited quantity of
spare parts for marine motor engines from Great Britain was
assuved. Pishing gear, new or secondhand, had to be purchased
whenever and wherever it was on offer. 1t was, of course,
impossible to meet all demands but the Association (whose funds
are in the main advanced from the Fisheries Vote) was in 1943
able to provide facilities for our sea fishermen to the value of
almost £16,000, During that year the Association marketed on
hehalf of its members almost 450,000 stones of fish—an increase
of more than. 300% on the figure for 1939—and .disbursed to the
menibers from proceeds of sales a sum 'of £137,000. In dealing
with the problems of fuel and lubricating oils for the fishing
fleet, this Department and the Association were greatly assisted
by the distribution arrangements made for these commodities
by the Department of Supplies. .

SEA FISHERY PROTECTION.—The officers of the Depart-
ment of Defence, acting in consultation -with those of this Depart-
ment,- continued to discharge this service.

MARINE WORKS.—This Department, during the year under
veview, continued to collaborate with the Office of Public Works,
{he Special Employment Schemes Office, and various Local
Authorities regarding the brovision of additional landing facil
ities (or the improvement of existing ones) for our fishing coml-
munities generally.  OWINg, ‘however o {he continuance ©°
emergency conditions no great advance in construction work
{his connection can be recorded for 1943 .



Part 11,

INLAND FISHERIES.

Complete returns of the quantity and value of salmon, trouf
and eels' taken by licensed anglers and netsmen during 1943 are
not yel available, but will be published later. From a pre-
liminary survey of the particulars which are to hand il can be
- said that the yield of salmon, while somewhat less than Lhal
i either of the two preceding vears, exceeded that for any of
the seasons 1937 to 1940. The actual runs of fish were not so
large as in 1942, and the impaired efficiency of the netsmern =
gear resulting-from the shortage of materials for the renewal

and repair of nets also militated against heavy catches during

1943. It is anticipated that the final figures will show the mt;}l
value of salmon and sea trout captured in 1943 to be slightly Lest
than the aggregate value for 1942.

The shortage of large spring salmon, noticed in each of .““?
previous Six years, was not so marked in 'some rivers during
1943, but in general the runs of this age group were appreciab Ly
smaller than_those observed in the decade before 1937. A strik-
ing feature of the fish movements in 1943 was that in “lmosf
every important river the runs of grilse occurred about 0N
month later than usual, the peak being in July. This DBG““"“‘”,‘.\
Was specially noticeable in respect of the. eatch by drift nets.

whose yield for July was almost double that for June, the ¢00-

verse being the normal experience in this form of. fishing-
naturally affected adversely the seasonal calch in a number ©
fisheries where netting is forbidden after July.

The drift netting for salmon in the sea off our north and north-
west coasts showed disappointing results, the catch beinsg m.e
smallest recorded since 1939. The explan’ation common L0 e
and other forms of salmon netting throughout’i%S was pRcily
the poor runs of fish experienced and partly the lack of rely
efficient gear. Sea drifting for salmon is concerned mainly v
the grilse which nérmally run in June, and the failure of eS¢
grilse to appear at the usual perio ’

: ; figures 17 hig fishery
m’t-he‘) past four years:-—19s3, 15‘;2;")};;}]16 arer'lr?h?rt; thé.g cwi
lgaRie i oS T R e

ing 1,300 CRIABAIIEISRa Hanticn oy o oo Ry

Angling was not favoured much by we A ians Pres

in; 'ing 104 ; ather condition ;

vailing during 9.3, and was fupihep }handicapped by t;-anspm[
restrictions and other difficultjes, ’
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The migration of smolts to the sea appears to have been about
average, and spawning, although somewhat lighter than usual,
was on the whole fairly satisfactory. !

The yield and value of the eel fisheries for 1943 remained at
approximately the same level as-in the preceding year.

SALMON EXPORTS TO BRITAIN—-The a]-rangenlent which
obtained from 9th March to 3ist December, 1942, whereby the
Ministry of Food, London, became the sole purchaser of all
salmon exported from this country to the English market, was
renewed for the whole of 1943. The number of export licences
available to senders was limited, as in 1942, to a total of thirly-
five, and the procedure enabling those senders to whom licences
were not issued to forward their consignments through one or
other of the licensed exporters was continued. The necessary -
control was exercised under the Emergency Powers Order made
for thal purpose in 1942,

ARTIFICIAL PROPAGATION OF SALMON AND TROUT.—
Most of the hatcheries operated in the 1943/44 season functioned
satisfactorily, although ova collections wepe in the aggregate
below average. At one of the larger State-controlled hatcheries
(that at Lismore) conditions were very unfavourable for the
gathering of salmon ova; as severe freshets had rendered the
traps ineffective for the capture of parent fish during a consider-
able portion of the time in which the spawning runs occurred.
At two other large hatcheries (those at Glenties and Mallow)
flood conditions rendered difficult the capture of salmon for
stripping and resulted in both hatcheries being operated much
below capacity. = For the first time in many years no sea troul
ova were collected at Glenties Hatchery owing to the collapse
(following undermining by floods) of part of the walls or banks
of the holding pond and the consequent escape of the impounded
fish. Thirty-seven hatcheries, including one newly established,
were operated; twenty-six of them were stocked with eyed ova
supplied from one or other of the Department’s hatcheries and
the remainder mainly with ova obtained from fish stripped
locally. Ova from salmon were collected at, eight hatcheries and
from brown trout at three. The output of each station is given
in Appendix No. 15. ! :

For the second year in succession, the weather during the
winter was very mild, causing rapid development of the ova
and necessitating a correspondingly earlier distribution of the
iry. No frouble was experienced with disease, but in two
localities there were losses of hatchir
the likely presumption thal the emerging aleyins had been
devoured by rats or mice. Emergency difficulties rendered
impracticable the operation of some of the. smaller stations Where
it had been the practice to rear to the fry stage eyed ova received
from the Department’s main f_latc-heries, but this was more than
offset by a resumption of activity at a feyy other hatcheries which

ing ova accounted for on
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had suspended operations in the preceding season or two. An-
other outcome of the worsened conditions of transport was a
tendency to allocate fry for release «in waters avithin an area
much closer to the halchery than had formerly been necessary.

A record collection of brown trout ova for the Department’s
hatchery al Lough Owel, amounting lo 586,000, was macle in
the 1943/44 season. Out of that total, 419.000 ova when “"ff-_’e.d
were distributed among ofher stations, and the remaining 167,000
were- deposited in the Lough at the fry stage. The output :.JI
the brown frout hatchery at Oughterard, operated by the Lough
Corrih Anglers’ Association, was maintained al much the same
level as in the precéding yeur. i

BOARDS OF CONSERVATORS.—The total receipts by Boards

of Conservators in 1943 (as compared wilh 1942) were 43 fOLIOWS:
| 1943 1942
£ 5113
Licence Duty e 10,460 10,89
Fishery Rates 16,817 14,870
Fines, Sales of forfeiled G §5
engines, efc. 1,353 ) v"gfs
Subseriptions N 523 2,0 (3
Exchequer Grants 1,660 1,789
TOTALS: 30,813 31,979
The expenditure by these Boards was: -
Salaries, &o. 5,144 *’h"*‘jf,'
Travelling, &c. 5. 641 6,103
Protection of Rivers 18,301 17,31%
Law Costs 1‘591‘ 1,104
TOTALS: 30,610 28,083
inished

Note:—The increased income from fishery rates and dim
aggregate for subscriptions ! :
15 explained by the fact tha
its valuation revised in 1942
subscripliun instead of asse

e : ; e other
as between one year and Lot had

b an important fishery had
and the proprietors paid a Y
ssed rates for that year.

oluntary

Details of the finances ; b jendix
No. 12. : inances of each Board are contained in AP

.\Iuml.v)_(a*s (tjlr }hl‘ Ldrda Siochana continued (¢ maintain ol;)l‘;:
contact \-\1.1] he Bua_m_ls, Many of which paid tribute 6]
keenness of the Gaydai in SeCuring due observance of the
laws. ] § S
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EMPLOYMENT IN THE INDUSTRY.—In seasonal netting for
salmon under Common Law Right in 1943 it is estimated that
3,700 fishermen were engaged, while about 550 Persons were
employed in the working of privately owned commercial salmon
fisheries. The number of professional anglers and ghillies was
approximately 730.  Boards of Conservators employed about
1,150 waler keepers; in addition some 90 others secured similar
employment in the service of owners of private fisheries.

INSTRUMENTS OF CAPTURE.—Fishing licences of all kinds
issued by Boards of Conservators in 1943 totalled 3,981, the com-
parative figures for 1942 and 1941 being 4,013 and 3,559 respec-
lively. There was a considerable reduction in the numbers of
draft, drift and snap net licences, which fell respegtively from
728, 315 and 206 in 1942 to 677, 257 and 164 in 1943. This is
largely accounted for by the fact that, while the market for
salmon continued relatively good, the supply position as to fish-
ing wear bedame more acute. There were thirty-nine special
local licences for draft nels under the Fisheries (Tidal Waters)
Aels in 1943, being the same tolal as for 1942. The number of
whole season salmon rod licences was 1,784, showing a slight
increase on the previous year's figure. There were 218 “endorse-
ment’’ exlensions to distriets other than those in which the
original licences had been taken out and 279 fourteen-day
licences. Twelve Boards of Conservators issued between them
296 special £1 licences available from the 1st July onwards.

Instruments licensed in 1943 for the capture of eels numbered
181 as compared with 190 in 1942,

Appendix No. 13 shows the numbers of the various classes of
licences issued in each fishery district. The rates of licence
duty are given in Appendix No. 14,

ENGINEERING ACTIVITIES IN RELATION TO FISH
PASSES AND OTHER WORKS —During 1943 numerous sur-
veys of milldams and of natural obstructions in rivers were
carried out by this Department’s Engineer, by whom designs
were prepared for improved facilities in the ascent of fish over
such obstacles.  This involved the  construction of new fish
passes and the modiﬁ.cahon of o}hers which were not functioning
satisfactorily. A design for a simple type of pass prepared after

survey at Palmerstown mill on the Palmerstown river (Co. Mayo).

was incorporated in the reconstruction of the old milldam. A
fish pass of the pool type designed to meet special conditions
arising at a measuring wew set up by the Electricity Supply
Board on the Cummeragh river (Co, Kerry) was duly constructed
by that Board. 1t was found that while in the previous season
salmon were hindered in their ascent, they ‘were by reason Of
lhe new pass enabled to ascenq freely.  The Department's
lingineer designed a pool-tybe pass to gy special conditions at
Bal_lincollig milldam on the Rivey Lee (Co. COPk) and work upon
it began during the summer of 1943 A high fAow of water set in
hefore construetion could be completed, ang the finishing of this
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pass had to remain over until low water conditions in 1944

The reports received indicate that salmon were freely ascending

through this new pass, even though unfinished, during the
autumn of 1943, Preliminary plans for fish passes at certain
proposed hydro-electric stations were discussed with the Elec-
tricity Supply Board and a.close measure of collaboration gener-
ally is being maintained with the Board's engineering staff on
all aspects of the matter.

The distributing flume (timber) .which carvies the water
supply to this Department’s fish hatchery at Glenties has been 11
service for more than 20 years and is now developing consider-
able leakages. In present conditions its renewal is not O
" ticable; so, as a temporary expedient, some sections of the flume
were lined with roofing felt and this is proving fairly successful.
Considerable erosion occurred during the past few years to the
river bank downstream of Stracashel Weiy (which diverts “..w
flow of water to the fish trap at this hatchery) and the eroded
material was being carried downstream and threatened (O reduce
seriously the * holding  capacity of the loeal angling pools.
Suilable protection work was carried out duprine 1943 under fhe
supervision of the Department’s Engineer. '

In addition to the foregoing, technical advice on the engineer-
ing side was freely given to local Angling Associations “.“d h?
other persons and bodies who were interesting themselves 11 s
setting up or working of small fish hatcheries.

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL INVESTIGATIONS.—The
investigations, in ,progress for some years, into the life hlstm;}.~
of the salmon of our rivers were continued by the Depm'tment ]
staff. Collections of material by w;iy of sets of fish scales,
together with particulars of weights, lengths and dates of capture
of salmon from the Rivers Blackwatey (Kerry), Inny, ;aune,
8ligo and Drumcliffe, were made with the coh-nf)emti.on of the
proprietors of these fisheries.  Similar work was undm'takt‘ll
on sea trout caught in the Rivers Inny and Gowla.

- The investigation into the life history of (he stocks of S.‘llll)“’”
in the Shannon was concluded and lhe results puhlishﬂd (Pro

ceedings of the Royal Irish Academy. y in August,
1943, by Dr. 't my, Vol.19 B. No. 9) |

= 1 |-
fion tc A. E. J. Went, Inspector of Fisheries. A conttiDi
S‘1<m tnymrds_ the cost of publication was made by the Electric
Supply Board as the owners of the fishine Siohtatin: theuPR=,
;\-rx(::-ter?h%f ki Sb“{]]:mm system. It was as?:ertzined that Slgnt]h(:
ant changes in the stocks of « 4 e 1) G MU
completion in 1929 Ta o salmon had occurred 5

of the Shannc : e. I
AT : = 0} "0 wa cohenl
stead of, as in formey days n hydro-electric sch 1mon

: 5 i a3+ : ol v S
being spring fish, the bulk ’otf tllrilelggf? 123101;01 o 01'.11”]]: or peal
FuNNing in the months of May Tunsé m;;a }101“? gn{\sq 4 direct
consequence of this change t, ,latp 1‘11211‘ .-uﬁyi’i t‘]-'l;a
weight has decreased considarah]y ]ur:llr?g. _ Sh: i
condition coRErEa 22 on Menyias qcl’l'le)gt;l'llleg Dri\éqei-lt-‘Sh""n”(m
ﬁsh St]“ FPLFJ.[“ the ﬁ'l’l‘e, f-‘,hﬂ}'_)e W‘h'lch was (‘}}‘]]‘a(‘l‘ﬂ]‘i%[i(‘ O th(‘
former stoeks of this river, b bl L :

Average
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Several problems arose out of the investigation on the sea
trout of the Waterville River mentioned in the Report for 1942.
They were associated with the high average lengih of the sea
frout smolts in the Waterville system. Material collected by the
late P. J. Hamilton, Chief Officer of the Waterville Board of
Conservators, was examined, and at the close of the period
under review a paper on the subject by Dr. Went had heen
accepted for publication by the Royal Dublin Society.

Further progress was made with the collection of data relating
to the history and development of our more important salmon
fisheries. Following on the publication in 1942 of an account
by Dr. Went of the ownership of the Galway Fishery, a second
treatise dealing chiefly with the modes of fishing practised there
was accepted for publication by the Royal Irish Academy. It is
interesting to record that apart from spearing for salmon, which
is now prohibited by Statute, the commercial methods for the
capture of salmon and eels at present in use in the Galway
Fishery have prevailed there for several centuries. While the
materials used in the manufacture of the various commercial
fishing engines may nhave changed with the passage of time, the
methods themselves have remained practically unaltered.

The investigation into the food and growth of pike in Irish
waters, which was begun in the Autumn of 1942, was continued,
but lits scope was limited by inadequacy of supply of the
requisite materials (sets of scales and stomach contents of pike,
together with measurements of the fish). A number of anglers
have been kind enough to provide such material, and this oppor-
tunity is being taken tc appeal for the co-operation of those pike
fishermen who have not already assisted the member of the
Department's staff (Mr. P. J. Roche, M.Sc.) who has charge
of the investigation.

During the year a beginning was made on a survey of the dis-
tribution in Irish waters of coarse fish, namely, perch, bream,
rudd (roach), dace, gudgeon, minnow, loach, stickleback and
tench. Heretofora the distribution of coarse fish in Irish waters
has been imperfectly known and the results of a survey should
prove to be of interest ])Ot-h! from the biological and tourist points
of view. The Department’s technical staff are anxious to secure
specimens of coarse fish from every locality to make the investi-
zation complete and the co-operation of anglers in forwarding
specimens will be we!comed. : 11:1 August, 1943, a fish was
received from Lough Ramor (Virginia, Co. Cavan) which the
local fishermen had failed to identify as either a rudd (roach)
or a bream. On examination it was found to he a fairly rare
hybrid between these two species, . i

LEGISLATION.—Considerable progress was made with the
compilation of material for a Bill tq consolidate the Fisheries
Code which now comprises S0me twenty six separate Acts. °

Appendix No. 16 contains particulars of po.1. Orders
mad%punder the Fisheries Acts during 1‘92:3 By el
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OFFENCES AGAINST THE FISHERY LAWS.—Tempted, no
Jdoubi, by the high prices obtainable for salmon, more persons
~tend to engage in illegal fishing and to face greater risks of
detection and punishment than was the case up to 1940. ;\lthopgh
conservation was thus rendered more difficult the various river
staffs seem to have performed their duties very well, as 1s
indicated by the number of successful prosecutions of poachers
during the year. '

POLLUTION OF RIVERS.—While but few cases of damage Lo
fisheries by pollution came under notice, some of them Were
such as to cause much concern. The most serious were pmbabl,\'
those arising from the discharge of effluent by sugar beet
factories. When representations were made o {he management
an assurance was received that additional measures would be
adopted to obviate as far as possible (he risk of damage to
fisheries by these {rade effluents. The encouragement Of flax
production under Government auspices naturally brought in 1ts
{rain some fresh conflict of interests but in eeneral the steps
luken seem to have been sufficient lo prevent any undue exten-
sion of complaint about pollution by flax water, [t was arranged
with the owners of = textile factory near Dublin to have the
method of disposal of the effluent from a wool-scouring plant
altered so as to prevent direct discharge into the river: an HiXe
result would seem {o have been satisfactory. A number of
potential sources of pollution, but with 1‘egal'1"cl to which some
attempt has been made to remedy matters. are being kept und(?r
observation with a view to pressing for better safeguards Where
found necessary. i R g

SEAMAS O RIAIN,

, AIRE TALMHAIOCHTA.
20st August, 1944.

13

APPENDICES TO THE REPORT N SEA AND INLAND

FISHERIES FOR THE YEAR 1943.

Appendix SEA FISHERIES.

No.

| Quantity and Value of Sea Fish landed in 1943 ...

2 Comparison of Average Prices of Sea Fish for
vears 193s to 1943

3 Dublin Market Returns

% v Personnel and Fishing Craft engaged in 1943 ...

5 Summer Herring Fishing, 1943

G Winter Herring Fishing, 1943-44

7 Spring Mackerel Fishing, 1943

3 Autumn Mackerel Fishing, 1943-44

9 Trawling, 1943

{0 Loans—>Statement of Account for year ended
31st March, 194%

11 Sea Fisheries Association--Statemenl of Accounl
of Repayable .—\d\f_a.glues made lo lhe Associa-
tion for the provision of hoats and gear for
members and for general development pui-
poses, during the twelve years ended 3lsl
March, 1944

INLAND PFISHERIES.

12 Receipts and. Expenditure of Conservators for
the year 1943

13  Licences issued by Boards of Conservators for
the year 1943

14 Licence Duties payable on Engines of Capture ...

15 Output of Salmon and Tyoyt, Fry, 1943-44
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