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J-;yTRODUCTION 

The establishment of the Department of the 
Marine was one of the first actions of the newly 
elected Government in March 1987. It was more 
than a symbolic gesture to acknowledge the 
importance of the sea to an island people. For 
the first time in the history of the State, the 
administration of all the major sectors of marine
related industry were brought under a single 
head: the fishing industry (marine and inland) 
merchant shipping, marine safety and marine 
recreation. 

It gives me great pleasure to present this 
Report which is a digest of the achievements of 
the new Department in the first nine months of 
its operations. A major component of the work 
was the complete restructur ing of the 
administration to ensure maximum efficiency. 
The activities of sections of four existing 
Departments were amalgamated. This gave an 
opportunity to bring together disparate groups 

I ·eronica 

which, for a long time, had been working on 
different aspects of the same problem. It will 
greatly enhance the efficiency and thus the value 
to the public of the marine administration. 

Details of the new structure are given in the 
Appendix to this report, together with the 
names of the heads of sections and the 
addresses of the twenty-five local offices of the 
Department. It is hoped in this way that the 
annual Report will become known as a 
convenient directory of services as well as a 
record of achievements. 

The Report describes the work of the 
Department under twelve main headings: 

Sea Fisheries 

The value of the catch has continued to increase 
steadily and the year saw the arrival of the 
Veronica, one of the most advanced fishing 
vessels in the world as well as the biggest ever 
based in Ireland. 

Aquaculture 

The Government's Aquaculture Development 
Programme, introduced in 1987, is a five-year 
plan to increase the value of production to £75 
million and to achieve a threefold increase in 
fulltime employment. The Programme will 
attract substantial EC grants. The main thrust 
will be in the expansion of salmon- and mussel
farming. The administrative input is large, since 
the expansion of the industry requires careful 
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control of the quality of the sea water and 
protection of the interests of all users of coastal 
waters. 

Common Fisheries Policy 

Virtually all aspects of the management of our 
marine fisheries must be examined in relation 
to this policy of the European Community. 
Community funds totalling £3.6 million were 
given to the Irish fishing industry during the year. 

Inland Fisheries 

The development of our inland fisheries was 
identified in the Government's economic 
programme as a significant source of additional 
employment and as a major tourist asset. 
Salmon fishing is central to any development 
strategy for inland fisheries and a first step was 
the completion of a major review of the whole 
salmon industry. 
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The protection and development of inland 
fisheries, including salmon, is supported by a 
grant of £4.8 million to the Central and Regional 
Fisheries Boards. Proper development demands 
a substantially increased income for the Boards 
and, accordingly, licence fees for all forms of 
inland fishing not already covered were 
introduced at the end of the year. 

The Environment 

The Department sees the protection of both the 
marine and freshwater environment as one of its 
highest priorities. The fishing industry, to say 
nothing of the well-being of the human 
population, depends on maintaining c!ean water. 
Public attention was attracted early m the year 
by the wreck and oil leak.age from the MV
Kowloon Bridge and, subsequently, by the 
almost daily occurrence of fish kills throughout 
the summer. Measures have been taken in these 
and other cases and considerable improvements 
achieved. 

Fisheries Research Centre 

The basic data used in developing fisheries 
management schemes is provided by scientists 
working in the Depar tment's research 
laboratories. Work in progress is concerned with 
fish stock assessment, monitoring of water 
quality and providing a pathology service for the 
aquaculture industry. Quotas under EC 
regulations are based on stock assessment data 
from the FRC and other national laboratories. 

Shipping 

The Government took a number of important 
measures in 1987 to encourage the climate for 
investment in the expansion and rejuvenation of 
the merchant fleet. The enactment of the 
Shipping Investment Grants Act provided a sum 
of £7.5 million to assist in the purchase of ships. 
In addition, fiscal incentives for shipping 
development were introduced in the Finance Act 
of 1987. 

Maritime Safety 

Safety at sea is a major Departmental 
preoccupation. Marine VHF radio is essential to 
effective safety operations and major steps were 
taken in extending the chain. The Department 
administers marine search and rescue services. 

Marine Survey Office 

The Office is responsible for developing and 
enforcing many of the regulations for safety of 
seamen, passengers and vessels. It carries out 
a continuous programme of inspecting vessels. 
In 1987 it paid particular attention to the safety 
of Ro-Ro ferries, following the Herald of Free
Enterprise disaster early in the year. Sixty 
vessels were surveyed for first time registration 
under the Irish flag. Sixteen casualties were 
investigated. 

Harbours 

A total of £7.6 million was granted for
development of commercial harbours and £1.7
million for fishery harbours. Major works
supported included the dcepwater quay at
ffingaskiddy and the extension of the fishing 
harbour at Killybegs. 

Legislation 

Three Acts were prepared and passed by the 
Oireachtas, two on Fisheries and one on 
Shipping Investment. A total of 56 Orders, Bye
laws and Regulations under existing legislation 
were prepared. 

Brendan Daly T. D. 
Minister for the Marine 

THE DEPARTMENT OF THE MARINE 

The Department of the Marine was established 
in March, 1987, as an essential step in the 
Government's policy of developing all marine
related industries. The new arrangement has 
brought together sections of four separate 
Departments to form a cohesive unit. 

The Fisheries sections have been moved from 
the Department of Tourism, Fisheries and 
Forestry. This transfer has included the inland 
fisheries administration. Marine and shipbuilding 
sections of the Department of Communications 
and the Department of Industry and Commerce 
have been transferred. These deal with all 

aspects of marine safety, with shipping and 
boatbuilding policy, with harbours and with 
conservation of the foreshore and of the marine 
environment. The general control of Arramara 
Teo has been moved from Roinn an Gaeltachta. 

This transfer of duties allowed major 
administrative streamlining, detailed in the 
Appendix. The new structure has been planned 
to maximise efficiency and provide an improved 
service for the public by eliminating delays in 
operation caused by undue compartmentalisa
tion. 
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sEA FISHERIES 

The development of the Irish fishing industry is 
governed by the Common Fisheries Policy 
(CFP), agreed in January, 1983. This established 
a common Community policy on fishery 
resources, conservation and technical measures, 
structural policy, a common market organisation 
and agreements with Third Countries. The 
policy is valid for twenty years, with a provision 
for a review in 1992. The Department, in close 
consultation with all sections of the Fishing 
Industry, implements the provisions of the CFP 
and also monitors its effect on the Irish fishing 
industry. 

Statistics for 1987 indicate that total landings 
by Irish vessels at home ports, in 1987, were 
238,232 tonnes valued at £78.9 million. In the 
5 year period 1983 to 1987 total fish landings by 
the Irish fleet have risen by approximately 20% 
with a consequent increase of 52% in the 
earnings realised. 
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While quantities have slowly increased in line 
with general technological improvements in the 
Irish fleet, values have risen more sharply, 
showing the increased value of the fishing 
industry to the Irish economy. In terms of 
quantity, the pelagic fish constitute the most 
important species group, while for monetary gain 
the demersal catches are the highest in terms 
of cash earnings. 

The year 1987 saw the arrival of the most 
modern and advanced fishing vessel, 
"Veronica", at an overall length of 91 .3 metres 
and with a gross registered tonnage (grt) of 3,950 
tonnes. This vessel is the largest fishing vessel 

ever to have entered the fleet and with its on

board freezing facility represents a major step 
forward for the Irish fishing industry. 

PELAGIC FISH 

Herring 
The herring fishery in the Celtic Sea and along 

the south and southwest coasts was restricted 
by Orders to conser ve the spawning stock. No 
fishing was allowed between 1 April and 11 
October, between 7 and 31 November and from 
24 December to 4 January, 1988. Fishing early 
in 1987 effectively ceased for the most part by 
mid February, with a few catches made into 
March. 

The main demand is for herring roe for export 
to Japan and therefore there is little interest in 
fishing outside the spawning season. Within the 
breeding season, closures are enforced to 
ensure that sufficient spawn is produced. A 
Management Committee is seeking to impose 
regulations which will distribute the total catch 
evenly amongst the boats and guarantee 
continuity of supply. 
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HERRJNG (C/upea harengus) Scadtin 

Herring fishing on the west and northwest 
coasts, open all the year, was successful, but the 
demand for herring fillets was relatively low. The 
fall in demand was caused in part by a negative 
reaction by consumers in Germany to nematode 
worms in fillets imported from other countries. 
This problem can be dealt with satisfactorily by 
proper processing and the Department has set 
up a scheme for certifying Irish exports as fit 
for consumption. 

The Irish Sea herring fishery is small, with 
1 ,031 tonnes caught by four pairs of boats in 
August fishing under licence. 

The catch in the Celtic Sea and Area V II has 
for some years been composed of very young 
fish, following good spawning and early 
development from 1981 to 1983. Herring 3, 4 and 
5 years old account for 84% of the catch. The 
future of this valuable fishery is still uncertain 
and depends on careful conservation of young 
fish and potential breeding stock. For this 
reason, a more active conservation policy will 
be pursued in 1988. 

Herring larval surveys in the northwest in 1986 
and 1987 indicate that stocks have increased 
significantly. 

Mackerel 

The main feature of the mackerel fishery has 
been the continuing dramatic change in the 
distribution of shoals which are migrating norU1-
eastwards to an unprecedented degree. This 
migration brings the shoals east of Longitude 

4°w and therefore into the North Sea and 
Norwegian Sea where Irish boats have no 
mackerel fishing rights. In late autumn the shoals 
move southwards and fishing takes place in 

December and January to the north of Ireland, 
from January to February off the northwest and 
in March off the southwest over the spawning 
grounds. 

MACKEREL (Scomber scombnts) Ronnach 

The fishery was closed by Order from mid 
March, reopening in October. The aim of the 
closure was to spread the quota over the whole 
year. The fishery is regulated by a Management 
Committee and catches per boat are allocated 
according to size. 

Spawning in 1984 was highly successful and 
the progeny of the 1984 year class accounted for 
75% by weight of the 1987 catch. The 1984 

mackerel spawned for the first time in 1987 and 
the precise location of the spawning will be of 
vital importance for the future of the whole 
fishery. Mackerel egg surveys, formerly confined 
to the traditional spawning grounds to the south 
and southwest of Ireland, have been extended 
to the northwest with financial assistance from 
the industry. 

Scad 

The scad or horse mackerel, once an 
insignificant species in Irish fisheries, has 
become one of the most important. The catch 
in 1987 amounted to 30,000 tonnes. Fishing takes 
place from August to October by boats from 
Donegal, providing a major source of income 
during the close season for mackerel. Most of 
the scad in the fishery were spawned in 1982 
and it appears that breeding has been poor since 
then. 

The demand for scad is mainly for export 
whole frozen to Japan. The market requires very 
high standards. The fish must be landed and 
processed within six hours of capture. Quality 
control is strictly supervised. 

Sprat and Blue Whiting 

Sprat stocks in Ireland are subject to enormous 
variation and 1987 was a very poor year. Landings 

of blue whiting increased, due mainly to the work 
of the large boats. Catches were landed in 
Scotland in addition to Killybegs and Rossaveal. 

BLUE WHITING (Micromesistius poulassou) Faoilin gonn 

Demersal Fish 

The total catch of demersal fish increased by 
24% to an estimated 45,270 tonnes in 1987, with 
a value of £38 million. This was a marked 
improvement on the poor catches of 1986. 
Although not a record, the catch was well above 
the average for the previous five years. 

WHITING (Merlangius mer/angus) Faoiti11 

Seine fishing increased off the south coast, 
with four boats catching mainly hake, cod, 
whiting and megrim. The number of beam 
trawlers in the Irish Sea has also increased. Due 
to legal restrictions, the number of long-liners 
fishing for hake and ling off the west coast has 
declined. 

HAKE (Merluccius merluccius) Colm6ir 

The trend in recent years has been for Irish 
boats to move on to grounds which had not been 
fished traditionally. There was reasonable fishing 
for haddock at Rockall, but the squid catches 
declined compared with exceptional catches 
made in 1986. 

Young fish surveys in recent years have shown 
that breeding of plaice in the Irish Sea has been 
successful and the stock has increased each year 

since 1983, and is now above the long-term 
average level. Irish Sea sole on the other hand 
have shown a decline in stock size since 1979. 
This was halted in 1986 by the appearance of two 
strong year classes (1982 and 1983). However. 
fishing effort is high and the stocks remain 
threatened. 
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Sole, plaice, cod and whiting in the Celtic Sea 
and hake, monk and megrim off the northwest, 
west and south coasts are not in a critical 
condition at present. The main problem with 
these stocks and especially for hake is over
exploitation internationally of juvenile fish, 
principally in the Bay of Biscay. 

HADDOCK (Melanogranmius aeglefinus) Cad6g 

The cod stock off the northwest coast is at 
an historically low level and exploitation is 
probably too high. Haddock and whitefish stocks 
off the northwest coast are less intensively 
.exploited and are estimated to be close to 
average levels. The saithe stock in this area has 
been declining but appears now to be recovering 
with recent good year classes. 

The Rockall haddock stock is extremely 
variable, depending on the success of spawning. 
Recent recruitments appear strong. These 
boosted the fishery in 1987 and should do so 
again in 1988. 

The most valuable market in the demersal 
area is for fresh fish. There is an increasing trend 
of exporting to the lucrative Spanish market. 
Hake, monkfish, megrim and sole are the 
principal species. The main importing countries 
besides Spain are France, the Netherlands and 
the United Kingdom. Cod, haddock, whiting, 
plaice and the bulk of the spur dog catch go to 
the United Kingdom, sole and plaice to the 
Netherlands and hake and monkfish to France. 
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Shellfish 

Shellfish landings by the Irish fleet show an 
increased awareness of export potential. 
Quantities caught have increased 81 % in the five 
years 1983 to 1987. While fishing activity levelled 
off in the three years 1984 - 1986 catches 
increased again in 1987, by 19% over the previous 

COCKLE (Cardizmz edule) Ruacan 

OYSTER (Ostrea edulis) Oisre 

year. The value of shellfish catches has increased 
steadily with the greater increase occurring from 
1985 through to 1987; an average 33% in all. The 
major developments in the shellfish industry have 
taken place in the field of aquaculture, with 
mussel and Pacific oyster making an outstanding 
contribution. These species are covered in the 
next section. 

CR/\13 (Cancer pagunis) Pnrtdn 

AQUACULTURE 

The Government in 1 987 adopted an 
Aquaculture Development Programme to 
increase income generation and employment in 
coastal and island communities, principally 
through the expansion of salmon, trout, mussel 
and oyster farrning. 

The targets of the programme are: 

D to raise annual output from 12,800 tonnes 
worth £7.84 million in 1 986 to 40,300 tonnes 
worth £75.25 million by the end of the five
year period to 1 9 91; 

D to bring about an increase in fulltime direct 
employment from 330 to 1,100 together with 
an increase in part-time direct employment 
from 1,040 to 1,670. 

ANNUAL OUTPUT 

1986 ' 12,800 tonnes 

1991 

1986 □ IR£7.84 million

1991 

farming activities in Kilkieran Bay, Bertraghboy 
Bay, Clifden Bay, Mannin Bay and Ballinakill 
Harbour. In addition, ground-based surveys 
were carried out of installations in Bantry Bay, 
Kilmakilloge, Ardgroom, Ventry Harbour, 
Killary Harbour and Carlingford Lough. 

Licensing and designation 

The Department regulates the aquaculture 
industry and ensures that firms within it are 
placed on a sound legal footing. This involves 
first the designation of areas suitable for 
aquaculture and then the licensing of projects 
within these areas. This process involves a 
great deal of public consultation to ensure that 
the needs of different categories of water user 

40,300 tonnes

Iii IR£75.25 million

1986 

FULL-TIME DIRECT EMPLOYMENT

' 330

1991 
.._ ___________ .. 111 

1,100 

PART-TIME DIRECT EMPLOYMENT 

1986 ' 1,040 

1991 
.._ __________________ 111 1,67

0 

The programme requires an additional 
investment of £48 million, of which £17 million 
is to be funded by EC grants and £8 million by 
the State. 

In 1987 the Department of the Marine set up 
a unit combining the activities of the vmious 
sections which examine licence applications. 
The streamlining of the process is a major step 
in the development of the industry. 

An aerial survey was made of marine fish 

are reconciled and that aquaculture projects 
proceed in harmony with the marine 
environment and, indeed, with each other. 
During 1987, the following areas were 
designated by Ministerial Order 

Kenmare River, Co. Kerry 
lnver/McSwyne' s Bay, Co. Donegal 
Clare Island, Co. Mayo 
Smerwick Harbour. Co. Kerry (subject to 
a High Court appeal). 
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Work is continuing on the licensing of projects 
within the designated areas: because of the 
phenomenal growth in the aquaculture industry, 
there has been a backlog in this sector. A 
programme of new designations was agreed 
during 1987 to cover areas in Counties Donegal, 
Cork and Wexford. 

Salmon 
Sea cage farming of salmon takes place on the 
north, west and southwest coasts, from Lough 
Swilly to Bantry Bay. Rainbow trout ponds are 
situated on rivers, mainly in the east and south 
of the country. The trend generally has been 
for salmon to take over from previous rainbow 
trout installations in the sea. The majority of 
salmon smolt producers are in the west and 
north. 

The overall effect of salmon farming on the 
water quality in a number of bays and estuaries 
has been assessed to enable an acceptable limit 
for salmon production to be determined. 
Applications for salmon farming licences are 
examined to ensure that installations may be set 
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up where they will cause minimal interference 
with fishing and boating activities and that 
existing farms are not damaged by deterioration 
of water quality. 

Mussels 
The majority of mussel farms are situated on 
the west and southwest coasts, where rope 
culture is favoured. Relaying and dredging takes 
place on a large scale in Castlemaine Harbour, 
Co. Kerry and, in the southeast, in Wexford 
Harbour. 

Oysters 
The native flat oysters are produced in several 
bays on the west coast and in Cork Harbour, 
but the development of the industry depends 
largely on the Pacific oyster which grows more 
rapidly than the native and is not subject to the 
Bonamia disease which has severely damaged 
native stocks. Pacific oysters are cultured 
extensively on the west and southwest coasts 
and also in Carlingford Lough and in Cork 
Harbour. 

COM MON FISHERIES POLICY (CFP) 

During 1987 important decisions were taken 
by the Council of Fisheries Ministers in relation 
to a range of issues affecting the CFP. Fisheries 
Councils were held on 5 May, 29 September and 
14/16 December. 

May Council 
(a) Allocation of catch possibilities in Spitzbergen

and N AFO (international waters that bound
on Canada)

Agreement was reached on the allocation 
between the Member States of the fishing 
possibilities for cod in these areas during 1987. 

(b) Community financial assistance for the
development of fisheries control facilities

Decision was taken on improving and 
modernising certain control facilities in the 
Member States by a Community financial 
contribution to specific projects on, for example, 
the recording of catch data and the transmission 
of such data to the European Commission. 

(c) Financial participation by the Community in
monitoring and supervision operations in
Portuguese waters

This facilitates the modernisation and 
improvement of facilities in use by the 
Portuguese authorities by a Community financial 
contribution. 

September Council 

(a) Research Policy in the Fisheries Sector

Agreement was reached on proposals for the 
co-ordination and promotion of research in the 
fisheries sector with financial assistance 
provided by the Community. 

(b) Technical measures for conservation

Increases were agreed on the minimum mesh 
sizes applicable when fishing in the English 
Channel and on a derogation for eel fishing the 
German Bight. 

(c) Autonomous scheme of control in the NAFO
area

An interim scheme of control was agreed in 
respect of Community vessels operating in the 
regulatory area of the North-West Atlantic. 

(d) Increase in the Total Allowable Catch (TAC)
for cod in ICES sub-area VII, except Vlla.

It was agreed to increase the TAC whereby 
Ireland secured an increase of 300 tonnes in its 
1987 cod quota. 

December Council 

(a) TACs and Quotas

Agreement was reached on the TACs and 
quotas applicable in 1988 for certain stocks and 
the conditions under which they may be fished. 
Ireland secured an undertaking for a review of 
the TAC for herring in the Celtic Sea provided 
additional conservation measures were taken. 
The Council took note of problems caused by 
changes in the migrating pattern of certain 
stocks, including Western Stock mackerel, and 
undertook to consider possible solutions by 31 
May, 1988. This included a commitment to re
examine the TAC for mackerel in the light of up
to-date scientific advice. 

(b) Prices for 1988

Agreement was reached on the guide prices 
to apply for certain fishery products in 1988. 

(c) Fisheries Agreements with Third Countries 

Agreement was reached on fishing 
possibilities for Community vessels in the 
waters of Norway, Sweden, Greenland, Faroe 
Islands, NAFO, French Guyana and Mauritania. 

Structural Funds 

In 1987, funds totalling £3.6m approximately 
were awarded to the Irish fishing industry from 
community funds as follows: 

1987 TOTAL FUNDING £3.6m 

Vessel Modernisation £0.92 m ...___ 

-
Aquaculture £ 1. 141 m 

- Processing £2.2m 
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FtsH QUALITY 

(i) Training

The Department began a comprehensive 
training programme - both theoretical and 
practical - for Sea Fishery and Fish Quality 
Officers aimed at bringing them up to date with 
technological developments and hygiene 
practices in the fishing industry. Some courses 
were conducted by Trinity College, Dublin and 
the Dublin College of Catering. These courses 
will be continued in 1988. The Department has 
invested in new equipment which was 
distributed and used locally by the Officers. One 
of the instruments now employed - a Torry 
meter - has proved very useful in measuring 
the freshness of fish. 

(ii) Fish Processing Premises

In 1987, a comprehensive survey of hygiene 
standards in approximately 80% of fish 
processing premises was completed. In each 
case the processor was advised on the remedial 
works needed to improve the levels of 
operational and structural hygiene. In many 
cases a large proportion of required 
improvements and alterations have been 
completed. The Sea Fishery and Fish Quality 
Officers continue to monitor the progress being 

made and report to the Department. 

The Dublin Fish Market was also inspected 
and a comprehensive report with photographic 
supplement was forwarded to Dublin 
Corporation which, in 1987, began improvement 
work. 

Auction halls around the coast were also 
inspected in 1987. 

(iii) Sampling Programme for
Exports

The structure of a comprehensive sampling 
programme for exports of fish and fish products 
was completed and circulated to the industry 
and other agencies involved. This programme 
should commence early in 1988. 

(iv) Vessels

Approximately 50% of fishing vessels were 
inspected during 1987. Remedial works and 
changes in hygiene practices were specified. By 
the end of 1987 the proposed changes had begun 
on a number of vessels. 
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(v) Ice Plants

Most of the ice plants in the country were 
assessed to ensure that the ice was free from 
microbiological contamination. A follow-up 
programme will continue in 1988. 

(vi) Shellfish Sanitation Programme

This programme, begun in September, 1985, 
was expanded in 1987. Samples of water and 
shellfish are now taken from over 50 sampling 
points and analysed for microbiological 
parameters every two weeks. Samples are 
taken from: 

Carlingford 
Glengarriff 
Kinvara 
Ballagan 
Ventry 
Mweeloon 
Kilmakilloge 

c::::..---New Harbour 
Youghal 
Cromane 
Killary 
• Cork Harbour
Tralee Bay
Bantry Bay
Clarinbridge
Mulroy Bay
Lough Foyle

The objectives of the programme are to 
classify shellfish producing waters and to 
establish a comprehensive procedure to monitor 
and control the bacterial quality of shellfish and 
shellfish-producing waters. This programme, in 
common with those in other European 
countries, is modelled on the American National 
Shellfish Sanitation Programme and allows for 
great flexibility without any diminution in safety 
and quality standards. 

(vii) Purification Plants

A number of purification plants were inspected 
and assessed. Where necessary remedial works 
were specified. 

INLAND FISHERIES

The major hazards to inland fisheries are 
deterioration of the habitat and damage to the 
stocks of fish. (The problems of the habitat are 
described in the next section under the 
Environment heading.) The general restriction 
of freshwater fishing to the use of rod and line 
is sufficient in nearly all cases to ensure the 
survival of adequate breeding stocks. However, 
a very substantial proportion of the cost of 
fisheries management is spent in maintaining 
patrols to prevent illegal netting and close
season fishing. In addition to the widespread and 
very damaging poaching of salmon, a number 
of instances of netting for coarse fish have been 
detected. 

Natural breeding generally provides adequate 
stocks of all species of fish. However, there is 
always great pressure on the part of fishing 
interests to increase stocks by artificial 
propagation. The Fisheries Boards therefore 
operate many hatcheries and rearing stations. 
In most cases, these are used to service regions 
where, for a variety of reasons, the wild stocks 
are unable to perpetuate themselves to the 
required degree. In other cases, hatcheries are 
operated at considerable expense and have no 
effect on the stocks. A major part of the 
scientific work in inland fisheries, including 
tagging schemes and stock assessment, is 
directed towards measuring the efficiency of 
rearing stations so that the best possible use 
may be made of scarce financial resources. 

Salmon 

The reported catch of salmon was 1,285 
tonnes, somewhat smaller than the 1986 catch 
but better than the average for the previous ten 
years. The drift nets took 83% of the catch, 
other commercial gear 13% and rods 4%. The 
season for draft nets and fixed traps was 
extended for pe1iods between one and two 
weeks in the autumn to compensate for poor 
results earlier in the season. 

Nine hundred thousand reared juvenile salmon 
were released into the wild. Survival to home 
waters in the Burrishoole was approximately 
10%, a decrease compared with 1986. Survival 
of salmon from the Erne, at 9.2% was similar. 
The fall in the Burrishoole survival rate together 
with the results of extensive micro-tagging, 
gives grounds for believing that the drop in the 
total salmon catch for the year could be 
explained by reduced survival in the sea. 

The Donegal fishery improved over 1986 and 
the northwest coast was the major region for 
landings. This is the normal pattern but had 
shown a change the previous year when the bulk 
of the catch came from farther south. 

A spectacular increase, from 2,000 to 4,000 
in the numbers of salmon ascending the Shannon 
by the fish pass at Ardnacrusha was ascribed 
to major developments in protection work in the 
Shannon Estuary. The Moy fishery, acquired by 
the State in March 1987, was one of the few 
showing an improvement over the good returns 
from 1986. The other major State fishery, the 
Corrib, was up to standard. 

Salmon Review Group 

A group of nine experts in fisheries 
management and three observers with 
expertise in law enforcement was set up in 
September 1986. Under the chairmanship of 
Fionan O Muircheartaigh, Secretary of the 
Department, the group completed a major 
review of the Irish salmon industry and 
presented it to the Minister in November 1987. 

The report was the first step in a scheme for 
the radical reform of the control of salmon 
fisheries. All parties in the salmon industry are 
agreed that more effective management of this 
resource is now essential. It is important to 
decide on a way forward which will not 
adversely affect the welfare of the smaller 
fishermen who derive part of their income from 
the fishery, while enabling local recreational and 
tourist angling to be developed. 

The Report sets out for the first time the 
objectives of the fishery as a whole, seen from 
an overall national perspective. It makes 
recommendations for improvements in 
management involving the return of the main 
salmon fishing activity from the high seas to the 
inshore waters, estuaries and rivers. Other 
recommendations include the development of a 
system of tagging to control fishing effort 
together with measures for pollution control. 
law enforcement and the future structures for 
the management of inland fisheries in general. 

Freshwater fisheries 

The stocks of all the important species of 
freshwater fish are generally in a healthy state 
throughout the country. This is true particularly 
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of the brown trout, so much so that Orders 
were made to extend the length of the open 
season in a number of the major fisheries. This 
follows the discovery that fishing mortality, at 
4%, is low and the stocks can sustain a greater 
fishing effort. 

The spread of roach, which has taken place 
in the course of the past twenty years has 
resulted in some positive development in the 
direction of coarse angling but at the cost of 
reduction in the productivity of certain trout 
waters, particularly in relation to nursery 
streams. The transfer of any freshwater fish 
between watercourses is forbidden by law and 
strenuous efforts are being made to keep lakes 
such as Mask and Carra free from roach. 

Indications that stoc,ks of large pike are 
declining has led to bag limit restrictions being 
introduced. This is the first time that it has been 
found necessary to restrict fishing for non
salmonids in Ireland. 

Eel fisheries in the State yield an annual catch 
of 150 tonnes with a value to fishermen of 
£500,000. The catch in Northern Ireland, based 
largely on the Lough Neagl-i co-operative 
fishery, is worth at least five times this amount. 
Problems in developing the national catch arise 
in part from a supposed conflict of interests 
between eel fishing and angling development. 
Extensive research by the Department has 
shown that such a conflict exists only in a very 
small number of cases and that there is 
considerable scope for increasing the intensity 
of the eel fishery without detriment to other 
forms of fishing. 

Research in recent years has been directed 
largely to comparing the stock situation between 
Lough Neagh and the lakes of the Shannon 
system. This has shown that, as a result of a 
long-established operation of transferring elvers 
from tidal water to the lakes of the Shannon 
system, the Shannon eel stocks are now much 
greater than those of Lough Neagh. This 
development has been brought to the attention 
of the Electricity Supply Board who, as owners 
of all fishing rights on the Shannon, have been 
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responsible for this highly satisfactory 
achievement. The current situation is that a new 
eel management policy for the Shannon could 
result in a spectacular increase in yield. Eels 
caught in Ireland are exported live or frozen, 
but usually without further treatment. One eel 
smoking plant currently operates, but is faced 
with great problems of supply. Development of 
the Shannon eel fishery could make a major 
contribution to solving this. 

Other eel fisheries are relatively small and 
prospects for major development limited. 
However, work is in hand towards improving 
stocks by the overland transfer of elvers. This 
operation, which greatly enhances the survival 
of eels from elver to market or breeding size, 
is of increasing importance in view of the low 
level of recruitment which has been prevalent 
throughout Europe in the course of the past 
eight years. 

Moy Fishery 

The Moy Fishery, at Ballina, Co. Mayo was 
purchased by the State in March 1987 in the 
interests of ensuring its proper management and 
development and to provide much needed 
research data on salmon stocks. This valuable 
fishery is being managed by the Department of 
the Marine and comprises a commercial salmon 
fishery, an excellent salmon rod fishery (the 
intem;itionally renowned Ridge Pool) and an eel 
fishery. 

The fishery generated a gross income of 
£111,350 (through sales of salmon & eels and 
income from permits) in the nine month period 
from March to December 1987. Expenditure on 
the fishery in the same period amounted to 
£108,654, which included improvement works 
to upgrade the handling and selling facilities for 
fish. 

The rod catch on the Ridge Pool totalled 680 
salmon. 10,202 salmon were caught in the 
commercial fishery and realised £98,198. The 
largest salmon of the season was taken in a draft 
net on 24 June and weighed 11.2kg (24 3/4lbs). 
Over 660 kg of eels were taken in the autumn. 

Tt1E ENVIRONMENT 

The Department of the Marine, since its 
inception, has given priority to measures to 
combat pollution. This was one of the areas in 
which the greatest progress was made due to 
the pulling together of various functions. This 
progress was reflected in legislative measures, 
anti pollution operations and formulation of a 
strategy to improve monitoring and protection 
of both marine and inland environments. 

Organotin 

The Minister ordered an immediate review of 
the effects of organotin compounds on marine 
life and as a result a ban was imposed on their 
use in one of the first regulations made by the 
new Department. 

Incontrovertible evidence showed that anti 
fouling compounds containing organotin 
damaged shellfish in certain parts of the country. 
The compounds were very effective in their 
purpose of preventing the fouling by marine 
organisms of the hulls of boats and various 
submerged structures. The unacceptable side
effect was that they were equally effective in 
killing all forms of shellfish, including the edible 
species, in the region where the antifoulants 
were used. The Minister introduced on 8 April, 
1987 the Restriction on Use of Organotin 
Antifouling Compounds Bye-Law No. 657, 
1987. 

The Bye Law prohibits the use of TBT based 
anti fouling paints on any part of a pier, jetty, 
building or other structure which is on or in the 
sea or on or in freshwater. The Bye Law also 
prohibits the use of such paints on boats under 
25 metres in length except where such boats 
are used solely on the sea and whose hulls are 
made of aluminium alloy. 

Oil Pollution Bill 

The year 1987 saw the first major legislation in 
ten years to protect the marine environment 
when the Oil Pollution of the Sea Bill was 
introduced. The Bill makes owners of ships 
causing oil pollution civilly liable for any damage 
caused, requires tankers carrying oil in bulk to 
be covered by minimum levels of insurance to 
cover this liability and requires oil importers to 
contribute to a compensation fund out of which 
damage claims not covered by individual 
vessel's insurance or liability can be met. 

The Kowloon Bridge 

Another early initiative was attending to the 
wreck of the MV Kowloon Bn"dge which had 
been leaking since November 1986. Carrying a 
cargo of iron ore, she had run aground on the 
Stags Rocks off the coast of County Cork. She 
sank in 35 metres of water, causing substantial 
damage to west Cork beaches by the incidental 
spillage of some 1,000 tonnes of bunker oil. 
Quantities of oil were known to be still on board, 
along with barrels of ship's paint, some of which 
was said to be potentially hazardous to shellfish. 
In April the new Department was given the task 
of removing both the oil and the paint. 

Kowloon Bridge - part of the hull visible at low water 

Kowloon Bridge - oil removal operation 

A major operation was organised. This 
involved firstly the carrying out of a detailed 
survey of the wreck in April/May by a team of 
nine divers to establish the quantity of oil on 
board. Despite bad weather during the diving 
survey, the Department was in a position to 
commission the removal of the oil and paint by 
6th May. The more difficult part of the work 
- the removal of the oil - was completed by
24th May and the overall task was completed 
by 9th June. 

The Department of the Environment 
organised the clean-up of the beaches necessary 
as a result of oil emanating from the stricken 
vessel before its final removal from the tanks. 

The Department of the Marine has lodged 
with the insurers the State's compensation claim 
of approximately £1. 75 million in respect of the 
expenses incurred in dealing with the pollution 
threat from this marine casualty. At the end of 
1987 this claim was being actively pursued. I 
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Fish Kills 

In order to combat fish kills, the Government 
set up a Committee to co-ordinate the offensive 
against pollution. The Committee is made up of 
the Ministers for the Environment (Chairman), 
Marine, Tourism and Transport and Agriculture 
and Food, and the Attorney General. The 
Government, having considered the report of 
the Ministerial Committee, decided to adapt a 
comprehensive and integrated programme of 
measures to combat water pollution. The 
programme is designed;-
- to strengthen existing legislation in the area

of pollution prevention;
- to achieve more effective enforcement of the

existing law with the object of ensuring that
the polluter pays for the consequences of 
his actions; 

- to identify facilities and operations which are
potential sources of water pollution and 
ensure that appropriate remedial measures 
are taken; 

- to promote awareness of and concern for the
environment and to bring home to all
sections of the community the need for 
responsible action on their part; 

- to achieve better co-ordination at local level
between agencies involved in water
pollution control and the pooling of 
resources and information, where 
necessary. 

The Minister instructed the Regional 
Fisheries Boards around the country to make 
all efforts possible to combat the threat to fish 
life due to pollution. Proposals by the Minister 
to introduce legislation providing substantially 
increased penalties for pollution offences under 
the Fisheries Acts were adopted by the 
Government and put in train. 

The Regional Fisheries Boards reported a 
total of 122 fish kills around the country. This 
was a significant increase in the number, 59, 
reported in 1986. The vast bulk of the fish kills 
were caused by agricultural pollution and the 
increase in the number of incidents was mainly 
due to farmers switching from hay to silage 
production after the wet summers in 1985 and 
1986. 

Water Quality 

The Department continued to exercise an 
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advisory role in regard to the issue by Local 
Authorities of licences to discharge effluent 
under the Local Government (Water Pollution) 
Act, 1977. During the year 218 applications in 
relation to issue/review of licences under that 
Act were processed by the Department's 
Freshwater and Marine Licence Vetting 
Committees. 

The Marine Licence Vetting Committee also 
furnished advice to the Department of 
Communications on applications for permits to 
dump industrial waste, sewage sludge and 
dredge spoil at sea and on applications for 
foreshore licences. The Department of the 
Marine has now assumed responsibility for the 
issue of dumping permits and foreshore 
licences. 

Control of dumping at sea 

The Department took over responsibility from 
the Department of Communications for 
administering the Dumping at Sea legislation 
and, with it, the issue of licences provided under 
the Act. The Minister initiated a process to 
increase scrutiny and proposes to have more 
extensive surveying and monitoring in 1988. 

All applications for dumping at sea permits 
were carefully considered from a marine 
environmental viewpoint by the Department's 
Technical Officers and in consultation with the 
Departments of Environment, Industry and 
Commerce and Energy. Permits were issued 
only _where the applications complied with the 
requirements of the Oslo Convention for the 
Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping 
from Ships and Aircraft. Applicants for permits 
were required to investigate alternative means 
of disposal of th_e waste for dumping at sea and 
perrruts were issued where this option was 
considered environmentally acceptable and the 
only practical solution available for disposing of 
the material involved. Strict criteria for 
minimising impact on the marine environment 
were stipulated and enforced. 

The Department was represented at inter
national meetings of the Oslo Commission which 
oversees the implementation of the Oslo 
Convention for the Prevention of Marine 
Pollution by Dumping from Ships and Aircraft 
and at the North Sea Ministers Conference. It 
was agreed at the Conference _ at Ireland's 
?eheSt � �hat the cessation of dumping/
mcmeration m the North Sea should not lead to 

an increase in pollution of sea areas beyond the 
North Sea due to transfer of wastes to other 
marine areas or to their disposal in a manner 
which would be hazardous to the environment. 

The following quantities of waste were 
dumped in 1987 in accordance with dumping 
permits issued by the Department: 
Waste Dumped 
Dredge Spoil 
Industrial Waste 
Sewage sludge 

Quanfrty Dumped 
229,989 tonnes 
638,730 tonnes 
229,989 tonnes 

The Department issued a total of 7 permits 
for dumping at sea: three for dredge spoil, two 
for industrial waste and one each for sewage 
sludge and waste fish. 

Dredge S?oil 3 

Industrial waste 2 

Sewage sludge 1 

Waste fish 1 

Arterial Drainage 

With the co-operation of the Regional Fisheries 
Boards, rehabilitation works continued in three 
drainage catchments: Maigue, Corrib/Mask and 
Bonet. Agreement with the Office of Public 
Works was reached on final rehabilitation 
programmes for these catchments, the work to 
be completed over the next three to four years. 
The work includes bank revegetation, 
construction of weirs and replacement of gravel. 

In the Boyne catchment, a rehabilitation 
programme was drawn up for the Moynalty 
River. The work was carried out by the Office 
of Public Works under the supervision of the 
Department of the Marine. Works included 
placement of spawning gravel, weir building and 
construction of deflectors. 
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RsHERJES RESEARCH CENTRE 

The major part of the fisheries administration 
is based on scientific data concerning the size 
and health of the wild fish stocks, of farmed fish 
and on the state of the environment. All are 
changing constantly and can only be quantified 
by a continuous research effort by scientific 
officers who travel to all parts of the State. 
Analysis of the results takes place at their 
headquarters, the Fisheries Research Centre 
at Abbotstown, Co. Dublin. In addition to 
providing expert advice to the Administration, 
the staff at Abbotstown offer a technical 
information service to all members of the public 
and present their work in published form. 

The work of the Centre takes place under five 
main headings: 

Sea fish 

The aim of fisheries management is to maximise 
the catch, while ensuring that adequate 
resources remain for future seasons. An 
unmanaged fishery is subject to collapse from 
time to time. An effective strategy for 
management of the sea fisheries depends on 
knowledge of the stocks of fish, those that 
remain in the sea, as well as on the total catch 
landed by the fishermen. 

Stock assessments are made partly by 
determining the ages and other measurements 
of fish in samples from the commercial fishery 
and partly by special research cruises to study 
the distribution of eggs or young of the principal 
species. Herring, mackerel, cod, spur dog and 
several species of white fish and flatfish are 
assessed annually. The results are pooled by 
scientists from all the countries which share the 
fishery and are used in determining national 
quotas under EC regulations. 

Migratory fish 

Salmon, sea trout and eel migrate between fresh 
and salt water and are also the subject of stock 
assessment studies. The problem is made more 
complex by the fact that the salmon in any sea 
area have grown up from young hatched and 
reared in many different rivers. Eels, on the 
other hand, breed at one point in the ocean but 
grow in inland waters and are the basis of a 
freshwater rather than marine fishery. The eel 
is the basis of a lucrative export market. Stock 
assessments have shown that its potential has 
not been fully realised. 
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Salmon stocks in most parts of the country 
are sufficient for breeding purposes: the species 
itself is not seen to be endangered. However, 
the state of the stocks in particular rivers gives 
cause for concern. Therefore, while there may 
be enough salmon to maintain the drift net 
fishery at sea, inshore fishermen and sport 
fishermen complain of a shortage of salmon in 
some places. In terms of the national economy, 
salmon in freshwater which attract large 
numbers of foreign tourists, are much more 
valuable than salmon caught in the sea. At the 
same time, the drift-net salmon are of great 
importance to small coastal fishing communiites. 
Stock studies inform conservation policy and 
enable conflicting aims to be accomodated as far 
as possible. 

Aquaculture 

The spectacular development of aquaculture in 
recent years owes much to pioneering studies 
by the technical and scientific workers of the 
Fisheries section. The maintenance of existing 
installations and the expansion of the industry 
depend to a large extent on backup from the 
Department's scientists at the Fisheries 
Research Centre. 

Four fields in particular receive attention: 

Pathology Fish and shellfish in intensive 
culture are susceptible to a variety of diseases. 
The pathology service provides advice and, 
where necessary, diagnosis for fish farmers. It 
maintains records of all disease outbreaks 
notified and provides certificates of health for 
exported fish where these are required by 
importing countries. 

Water monitoring A supply of water of very 
high quality is essential for all aquacultural 
projects. The effluent from fish farms causes 
deterioration of the water and chemical 
monitoring is in progress to determine what 
quantity of fish may safely be reared within a 
given area. 

Algal blooms A development of great concern 
in recent years has been the occurrence of 
abnormal marine algal blooms. These have a 
serious effect on maricultural activities: some 
blooms can decimate stocks in salmon cage 
farms, others can release toxins which are taken 
up by shellfish, making them hazardous to eat. 
The Fisheries Research Centre every year 
mounts a major programme to search for and 

record such algal blooms. When blooms occur, 
the causative organisms are identified. If 
neccessary, shellfish from the affected regions 
are sampled and advice is given on appropriate 
public health measures. 

Shellfish sanitation In addition to problems 
arising from algal blooms, shellfish such as 
mussels and oysters can accumulate bacteria in 
contaminated waters. The Centre monitors the 
state of shellfish in the interests of public health. 

Environment 

Water quality The Biochemical Section of the 
Fisheries Research Centre is engaged in 
monitoring the levels of a number of potentially 
hazardous chemicals, among them heavy 

metals, nutrients and organic pesticides in the 
marine environment, with particular emphasis 
on levels in shellfish. The Section also deals 
periodically with specific fishery-based problems 
in inland waters. 

Water abstraction and land drainage 
Extensive land drainage operations have a 
profound effect on the nature of the ecosystem 
and can make parts of watercourses unsuitable 
for the most valuable fish species such as salmon 
and trout. Water abstraction, usually for 
domestic or industrial water supply, and water 
diversion for hydro-electricty can also seriously 
affect the habitat of fish. Environmental impact 
studies of proposed developments are therefore 
carried out and recommendations made on how 
to avoid unneccessary damage. 
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SHIPPING 

State policy has been to promote full commercial 
freedom of shipping, with the ships of all nations 
free to trade without restriction to and from 
Irish ports. Protectionist measures such as 
reservation of trade are not applied and Irish flag 
ships compete on equal terms with foreign 
competitors. The policy of freedom of shipping 
is based on the premise that, given the 
importance of seaborne trade to the Irish 
economy, the balance of national advantage lies 
in securing the most efficient and competitive 
sea transport services. The total share of Irish 
trade carried in Irish ships is estimated to be 
of the order of 20% (95% of the country's trade 
being seaborne). 

During 1987 the Department of the Marine 
introduced a major package of incentives 
designed to encourage the climate of investment 
in the expansion and rejuvenation of the 
merchant fleet. To secure this, a major package 
of incentives designed to increase the size of 
the Irish merchant fleet and to enhance market 
share by stimulating investment in additional 
tonnage was introduced during the year. 

Among the successes of the policy in 1987 
was the retention of the Irish Continental Line 
in Irish ownership. 

The principal elements of the shipping 
package are: 

Shipping investment grants and 
fiscal incentives 

The Shipping Investment Grants Act which 
came into force on 11 December, 1987, 
empowers the Minister for the Marine to make 
grants of up to 25% available towards the capital 
expenditure incurred in the purchase of new or 
second-hand ships for use in the applicant's 
business. To qualify for grant-aid ships must be: 

(i) registered in the State;

(ii) at least 1,000 tons deadweight;

(iii) self-propelled;

(iv) not more than seven years old at date
of purchase.

Fishing vessels, tugs, dredgers and vessels 
servicing the offshore industry are excluded. 

While there is no time limit on the duration 
of the scheme, there is a ceiling of £7. 5 million 
on the total amount that may be paid. During 
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1987 one new bulk cargo vessel of 1750 
deadweight tonnage was grant-aided to the sum 
of £515,000. 

Fiscal incentives were introduced under the 
Finance Act, 1987: 

(a) Corporation Tax payable by shipping
companies was reduced from 50% to 10%.

(b) Shipping companies were given access to
the investment potential of the Business
Expansion Scheme (BES).

Furthermore, the National Development 
Corporation may now invest in shipping projects 
provided they are likely to yield a satisfactory 
return and the Industrial Development Authority 
may assist shipping-related services under their 
international services programme for export
based management services. 

Proposed Shipping Advisory 
Committee 

The Minister for the Marine has decided to 
establish an Advisory Committee on Shipping. 
The terms of reference of the Committee will 
include consideration of the following matters: 

(i) development of Irish participation in national
and international seaborne trade;

(ii) the efficient utilisation of existing deep-sea
terminal/port facilities having regard to
current trading patterns;

(iii) deep-sea strategic shipping requirements.

Fleet Development - Major Trends 

The tonnage of merchant vessels on the Irish 
Register of Ships increased by 5 per cent to 
148,592 deadweight tons (DWT) during 1987. 
The number of vessels, however. decreased 
from 68 to 65. The fleet is engaged almost 
exclusively in the short-sea, that is the coastal, 
cross-Channel and near Continental (European) 
trades. 

TYPE 

Passenger/ 
Car Ferry 

Passenger/ 
Car Ferry 

Island Ferries 

Container Ship 

Dry Cargo 
(mini bulk 
carriers) 

Tankers 

Offshore 

MAIN OWNER 

B&I Line 
Passenger capacity 2078 

Irish Ferries 
Passenger Capacity 3500 

CIE/Galway Ferries 
Passenger Capacity 378 

James Fisher & Sons 
Bell Lines 
B & I Line 

Arklow 
Union Transport 
Others 

Dublin Shipping 
Alzona Enterprises 
Celtic Coaster 

Seahorse/James Scott 

TOTAL 

Dead weight tons (DWT): the basic unit for 
expressing the weight of cargo that a vessel is 
permitted to carry. A ship's DWT indicates the 
maximum weight of cargo, stores, fuel and 
domestic water that may be loaded before her 
loadline (unless otherwise stated, summer 
loadline) is submerged. 

Passenger Ferry Services: The Department 
of Tourism and Transport has responsibility 
for administration of passenger ferry services. 

EC Shipping Policy 

Ireland• s commitment to full freedom of shipping 
services accords with the shipping policy of the 
European Community and is supportive of 
Community action to deal with unfair practices 
which affects Community fleets. 

Four regulations adopted by the Council of the 
EEC in December, 1986 form the basis for 
concerted action in this area. These regulations 
cover: 

(a) The freedom to provide international
shipping services to, from and between
Member States;

(b) the establishment of a Community

31/12/86 31/12/87 

Vessels DWT Vessels DWT 

2 2,100 2 2,100 

2 3,400 2 3,400 

2 158 2 158 

7 16,620 7 16,620 
1 3,342 1 3,342 
2 5,709 2 5,709 

15 33,059 16 37,844 
15 25,796 12 22,766 
14 28,663 12 19,474 

4 19,306 5 33,343 
1 688 1 688 
2 2,455 2 2,455 

1 630 1 630 

68 141,926 65 148,529 

competition regime by laying down detailed 
rules for the application of Articles 85 and 
86 of the Treaty of Rome to maritime 
transport; 

(c) powers to take concerted Community
action to combat protectionism from third
countries;

(d) powers to counter unfair pricing practices.

The Community is now endeavouring to 
formulate the second phase of its shipping policy 
which is aimed at enhancing the competitiveness 
of the Community fleet on the world market. 

Irish Shipowners 

The general principle underlying policy towards 
Irish shipowners has been one of freedom from 
regulation except in matters of safety and crew 
welfare, where the highest practicable 
internationally agreed standards are enforced. 
A ship may be registered under the Irish flag 
if it is wholly owned by an Irish citizen, an Irish 
body corporate (a company having its registered 
office and its principal place of business in 
Ireland), or a citizen or body corporate of a State 
which has exchanged registry rights with Ireland 
i.e. the United Kingdom and certain
Commonwealth countiies.
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International Conventions 
A lot of work needs to be done to update 
shipping and marine legislation and to give effect 
to national law to international conventions in 
these areas. A number of priorities have been 
identified. 

Following the introduction of the Oil Pollution 
of the Sea (Civil Liability and Compensation) Bill 
to give effect to a number of international 
conventions (and protocols thereto) relating to 
oil pollution damage and to the establishment of 
an international fund for compensation for such 
damage attention is now being given to the Sea 
Pollution Bill to give effect to MARPOL, the 
International Convention for the Prevention of 
Pollution from Ships. 
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The Department will then advance work as 
quickly as possible on three further Conventions 
which set out the responsibilities and liabilities 
of shipowners and the rights and immunities to 
which they are entitled. The Conventions cover 
the carriage of freight, passengers and their 
luggage by sea and comprise: 

(i) the Convention on Limitation of Liability for
Maritime Claims, 1976;

(ii) the Hague-Visby Rules relating to Bills of
Lading, 1968;

(iii) the Athens Convention relating to the
Carriage of Passengers and their Luggage
by Sea, 1974.

MARITIME SAFETY 

One of the prime functions of the Department 
of the Marine is the maintenance of shipping 
safety through the administration of the 
Merchant Shipping Acts and the administration 
of Marine Search and Rescue Services. 

Marine radio communications 
A start was made in 1979 in the establishment 
of a chain of remote controlled marine VHF radio 
stations but after four stations were built the 
programme was halted for financial reasons. 

In 1987, the Department drew up a major 
investment programme to develop and instal a 
comprehensive VHF radio communications 
network. The Minister believes that such a 
network is fundamental to the organisation of 
effective Search and Rescue. The maps show 
the extent of coverage at the end of 1987 and 
the new system which is due to be completed 
early in 1989. VHF Radio is widely used for 
maritime communications. VHF installations are 
practically universal on fishing vessels and are 
compulsory on merchant vessels of any 
significant size. The system provides a ready 
and easy means of emergency communication. 

The Government considers that the provision 
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of a 24 hour listening watch on VHF distress and 
emergency channels in all coastal areas is the 
single most effective contribution it can make 
to the safety of life at sea. 

A start had been made in 1979 on the 
establishment of a chain of remote controlled 
VHF radio stations but after four stations were 
built the programme was halted for financial 
reasons. 

The programme was reviewed again in 1987 
and the Department went to tender for the 
supply of equipment for two more stations to 
be located at Glencolmkille, County Donegal and 
at Cork Airport. 

The range of cover from Glencolmkille is 
expected to overlap to the North with existing 
cover from Malin Head Radio and extend 
beyond Eagle Island, County Mayo. This 
service will be particularly useful to the 
Killybegs Fishing Fleet. 

The range of cover from the Cork Airport 
Station will span a fifty mile radius from Cork 
providing overlap with existing coverage from 
Valentia on the West side extending eastward 
to Helvick Head. 

MARITIME VHF RADIO 
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As a further development for securing safety 
at sea a start was made on the replacement of 
obsolete medium frequency equipment at the 
two manned Coast Radio Stations at Malin Head 
and Valentia. 

Two new medium frequency radio telephony 
transmitters for Valentia Station were ordered 
and a medium frequency wireless telegraphy 
transmitter was relocated to Valentia. 

Marine Search and Rescue 

As a signatory to the Convention on the High 
Seas (1958), and the Convention on Safety of 
Life at Sea (SOLAS) (1974), the State is 
required to provide a maritime search and 

rescue organisation. Under the terms of the 
International Civil Aviation Authority's Chicago 
Convention, Ireland has responsibility for 
aviation search and rescue in the Shannon Flight 
Information Region: the coastal areas along the 
South and East coasts of Ireland and a large area 
extending to approximately 200 miles off the 
West coast. Following a recommendation from 
the International Maritime Organisation our area 
of responsibility for marine search and rescue 
coincides with the Flight Information Region. 

The Marine Rescue Co-ordination Centre 
(MRCC) at Shannon Airport is responsible for 
co-ordinating search and rescue operations. The 
Centre receives and disseminates information 
relating to marine distress situations and co
ordinates the activities of the various rescue 
units and services at its disposal in order to 
ensure that speedy and effective help is 
rendered to people and vessels in distress. The 
rescue services at the disposal of the MRCC 
include the RNLI, the Irish Air Corps, Irish 
Naval Service, the Coast Radio Stations at Malin 
Head and Valentia, the Coast Life Saving 
Service and the Garda Siochana. The MRCC 
also maintains close liaison with UK and 
international search and rescue agencies, such 
as MRCC Swansea, UK coast radio stations, the 
US Coastguard and the Spanish and French 
MRCC's. There is an understanding with the UK 
in SAR matters and the MRCC can ask for 
assistance from the British navy and the RAF 
if the need arises. 

During 1987 the MRCC at Shannon co
ordinated a total of 790 major marine search and 
rescue incidents - an increase of 22 per cent 
on 1986. RNLI lifeboats were launched on 265 
occasions, saving in the process no less than 89 

lives. RAF and Royal Navy aircraft assistance 
was provided on 50 occasions. 

The Irish Marine Search and Rescue 
Committee, which is representative of the 
rescue agencies and the maritime community is 
chaired by the Department of the Marine. It met 
on two occasions during 1987. The general 
function of the Committee is to review and co
ordinate on a continuing basis marine search and 
rescue arrangements by reference to the 
facilities provided by each component 
organisation on the Committee (Air Corps, 
Naval Service, MRCC Shannon, RNLI, Coast 
Life Saving Service, Coast Radio Stations, etc). 

Legislative Provisions 

GENERAL: The Merchant Shipping and 
Mercantile Marine Acts, supplemented by a 
large and comprehensive body of rules and 
regulations, provide a highly detailed code 
governing all aspects of maritime safety, safety 
of life at sea and crew welfare. Specifically, the 
legislation gives effect to the highest 
international standards in relation to ship 
construction, equipment, life-saving and fire
fighting, crew training and qualifications, health 
and working conditions. 

The day-to-day task of applying the laws falls 
principally on the Department's Marine Survey 
Office. The Mercantile Marine Offices, situated 
at 13 ports throughout the country, carry out 
duties connected with the engagement and 
discharge of seamen and with the examination 
of seamen for certificates of competency. A 
substantial body of maritime safety legislation 
is due to be enacted in the near future. 
Commitments which derive largely from our 
membership of the EC, the International 
Maritime Organisation (IMO) and the 
International Labour Office (!LO) will require 
ratification of a number of international maritime 
conventions for which full compliance in 
domestic law is needed. 

Compliance: All vessels registered in the 
State and foreign registered vessels when in an 
Irish port or territorial waters must comply with 
the provisions of the International Maritime 
Organisation's Safety of Life at Sea Convention. 
1974 (SOLAS). /1. set of twenty-one statutory 

instruments was executed in 1983 to give legal 
effect to the Convention while a further set of 
twelve instruments giving effect to the First 

Amendments to the Convention was executed 
in 1985. The Rules concern life-saving 
appliances, navigational facilities, fire protec
tion, construction, surveys, radio installations 
etc. 

Passenger vessels registered in the State are 
subject to an annual survey by marine surveyors 
of the Department of the Marine for the renewal 
of the Passenger and Safety Certificate. Cargo 
and other vessels are subject to an annual radio 
survey and a biannual safety equipment survey. 
These surveys ensure that vessels registered 
in the State are maintained in a seaworthy 
condition. 

Marine surveyors carry out inspections of 
foreign registered vessels in accordance with 
the Memorandum of Understanding on Port 
State Control. This Memorandum is an 
agreement between the maritime authorities of 
fourteen European countries aimed at ensuring 
that ships comply with international safety, 
pollution prevention and other standards. All 
deficiencies, found during inspection, are 
reported to the Port State Control Centre at 
Saint-Malo, France. In addition, the vessel may 

be detained to rectify deficiencies, allowed to 
proceed to the next port where the deficiencies 
must be rectified or given fourteen days to 

rectify the deficiencies, depending on their 
gravity. 

Under the Port State Control Memorandum, 
each Member State undertakes to achieve an 
annual total of inspections corresponding to 25% 
of the estimated number of individual foreign 
merchant ships (as distinct from ship's 
movements) which entered its ports during a 
twelve month period. This results in an 
inspection rate of around 85% of all individual 
ships using ports in the State. During 1987 a 
total of 248 foreign registered vessels were 
inspected while in Irish ports. Fourteen of these 
were detained until deficiencies identified during 
the inspection had been rectified. 

Ferry safety The tragic loss of the United 
Kingdom registered passenger vessel ''Herald 
of Free Enterprise" on 6 March, 1987 with the 
loss of 135 passengers and crew has inevitably 
drawn much attention to passenger ferry safety. 
Ireland has examined in detail the Report of the 
Formal Investigation into the incident to see 
what lessons can be learned which would 
contribute towards the safety of life at sea in 
the future. 

With this in mind the Minister for the Marine 
established the National Ferry Safety 
Committee in November, 1987. The Committee 
will review safety procedures and standards on 
board Irish registered roll-on/roll-off ferries, 
consider measures necessary to improve safety 
and make recommendations to ferry operators 
and to the Minister. The Committee is chaired 
by the Chief Surveyor of the Department of the 
Marine and includes representatives from the 
two largest Irish ferry companies, Irish Ferries 
and the B & I Line. 

Dangers posed by Submarine 
Activity 

Following widespread concern of the dangers 
posed to fishery vessels at sea by submerged 
submarines, the Department brought the matter 
to the attention of the International Maritime 
Organisation, the United Nations specialised 
agency responsible for safety of life at sea. At 
the IMO's Assembly meeting in November 
1987 a draft Resolution on the matter, 
submitted by Ireland was adopted. The 
Resolution recommends that a submerged 
submarine if information on the presence of 
fishing vessels and their gear is available, 
should, as far as possible keep out of the way 
of a fishing vessel and any gear connected to 
it unless the submarine is disabled. 
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MARINE SURVEY OFFICE 

Function of the office is to ensure Safety of 
Life at Sea and the prevention of pollution from 
ships in accordance with the requirements of 
International Conventions and the various 
statutory instruments implementing such 
requirements. This is accomplished by periodic 
survey of ships, examination of candidates for 
certificates of competency, casualty enquiries 
and the promulgation and updating of technical 
requirements. 

New registrations Approximately 60 vessels 
were surveyed for first time registration under 
the Irish Flag. This involved plan approval for 
eight large vessels, including the fishing vessel 
Veronica and the first of Arklow Shipping's new 
vessels. Surveys were carried out in Norway, 
Germany and Holland as well as at home. 

Passenger vessels Annual Surveys were 
carried out on all cross channel ferries as well 
as almost 50 small passenger vessels plying to 
islands and in rivers and estuaries. Passenger 
vessels complying with the Office's 
requirements are now in service to such islands 
as Arranmore, Inishbofin, Inishmore and Cape 
Clear. It is anticipated that the Doolin/Inis Oir 
route will soon have a fully certificated vessel. 
Following the Herald of Free Enterprise disaster 
particular attention has been paid to closing 
appliances on Ro-Ro Ferries and all ships are 
now fitted with door indicator lights and TV 
surveillance systems. 

Cargo vessels Annual safety equipment 
surveys were carried out on all Irish vessels and 
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a number of foreign vessels. Specific Loadline 
and Loadline Exemption Surveys on a number 
of unclassed vessels were also executed. 

Examinations - for Deck and Engineer 
Officers and Fishermen were held during 34 
weeks. This year heralded in the full 
introduction of new examination arrangements 
and considerable extra work was involved in the 
preparation and marking of examination papers. 
Safe Manning Certificates have been issued to 
all ships. 

Port state control - 248 inspections were 
carried out during the year, representing 19% 
of all foreign ships calling at Irish Ports. Full use 
is made of the SIRENAC system whereby 
deficiencies are identified and recorded by direct 
computer link with St. Malo. 
Casualties - 16 separate incidents were 
reported and investigated and oil removal 
operations from Capo Emma, Kowloon Bridge, 
Corne/is Krolijk and Samson were overseen by 
surveyors. 

Representatives of the Department attended 
the following safety meetings: 

International Maritime Organisation 
(Assembly, Maritime Safety Committee and 
Marine Environment Protection Committee). 

Paris Memorandum on Port State Control 
(Committee meetings and seminars). 

Association of Marine Engineering Schools 
and International Association of Navigation 
Schools. 

COMMERCIAL HARBOURS 

Harbour Authorities 

On the setting up of the Department of the 
Marine responsibility for the harbour authorities 
governed by the Harbours Acts, 1946 to 1976 
was transferred to the Minister for the Marine. 
These Acts apply to 25 harbour authorities 
including those for the principal commercial 
ports of Dublin, Cork, Waterford and Limerick 
and other important ports such as Foynes, New 
Ross, Drogheda and Galway. 

The harbour authorities concerned represent 
a more commercial type of local authority and 
the Minister's position in relation to them is 
similar to the relationship of the Minister for the 
Environment to local authorities. The principal 
duty of harbour authorities is to operate, 
maintain and develop their harbours to meet the 
needs of shipping and port users. 

The authorities require the prior approval of 
the Minister for such undertakings as fixing of 
harbour rates, undertaking of harbour works, 
borrowing, disposal and acquisition of property, 

Dublin Port 

pilotage rates, superannuation schemes and 
bye-laws. 

Exchequer assistance for harbour 
works 

A sum of £585,000 was paid to Cork Harbour 
Commissioners in 1987 for construction of a 
deepwater quay at Ringaskiddy which was 
completed in 1986. The quay cost £10.2 million 
and was fully funded by the Exchequer. The 
construction of the Quay completes the Cork 
Harbour major development scheme 
commenced in 1977. The Scheme, which cost 
a total of £28.5m, of which £26.3m. was 
provided by way of Exchequer grant, involved 
the construction of a deepwater harbour with 
roll-on/roll-off facilities and a bulk cargo 
deepwater quay, channel widening and the 
reclamation of a large area of foreshore. 

State assistance was also provided for minor 
works at Arklow and Fenit. 
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Funding of Harbours 

Harbour authorities are, in principle, expected 
to be operated as commercial undertakings and 
to be financially self supporting with Exchequer 
grant assistance being provided only where 

Exchequer 

(i) Grants
(ii) Local Loans
Fund

Loan 

Non-Exchequer 
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(i) Harbour authority
resources

(ii) Borrowing from
commercial
sources

TOTAL 

1983 1984 

£000 £000 

627 2,846 

850 245 

182 938 

2,857 2,521 

4,516 6,550 

clearly defined criteria are met. Harbour 
revenue comes mainly from rates charged on 
goods and ships. Funding for capital expenditure 
on harbours over the past five years came from 
the following sources: 

1985 1986 1987 Total 

£000 £000 £000 £000 

9,082 6,578 3,745 22,878 

5,005 1,500 7,600 

690 768 1,906 4,484 

1,520 659 1,072 8,629 

16,297 9,505 6,723 43,591 

FtsH/NG HARBOURS

Designated Fishery Harbour Centres 
Work continued on the provision of a boatlift at 
Killybegs. The cost of the project is estimated 
at £2.6m. and it is expected to be completed 
in 1989. The fishery harbour centre area was 
extended to a line from Drumanoo Head to 
Pound Point thus giving the Minister control 
over the anchorages at McSwyne's Bay and 
Richies Bay. Total expenditure on development 
work at Killybegs during the year was £962,200. 

Work was completed on the provision of a net 
and gear storage compound at Castletownbere. 
Expenditure at Castletownbere on development 
work amounted to £60,000 for the year. 

While the major development scheme at 
Howth had been completed, further works were 
carried out at the harbour during the year 
including the provision of a wall around the 
boatyard and a protective railing around the 
syncrolift. Expenditure on development works 
in 1987 amounted to £92,000. 

Other Harbours Fishery harbour 
improvement works grant aided by the 
Department of the Marine were completed 
during the year. Clare (New Castle Quay), 
Courtown Harbour, Co. Wexford, Arklow, Co. 
Wicklow, as well as at Purteen, Ballyglass, 
Darby's Point, Munisk and Belderrig in Co. 

Ii 1/ lyi>,'.L!-' 

Mayo, Portnoo, Co. Donegal and Derryinver 
and Parkmore in Galway. Works were in 
progress at the end of the year at Carrigaholt 
(Old Town Pier) and Kilbaha in Co. Clare and 
at Portnablagh, Co. Donegal. Works continued 
on a major improvement scheme at 
Greencastle, Co. Donegal. 

Gaeltacht Harbours Improvement works in 
the fishery interest which were recommended 
by the Department of the Marine and financed 
by Roinn na Gaeltachta were completed during 
1987 at Burtonport (Arranmore) and Downings, 
Co. Donegal, at Achillbeg and Kildavitt, Co. 
Mayo, at Dingle, Co. Kerry and at Cape Clear, 
Co. Cork. 

Works were in progress at the end of the year 
at Bunbeg and Glassagh, Co. Donegal. 

Funding for Fishery Harbours Expenditure 
from Department of the Marine Vote on fishery 
harbour development works during 1987: 

(a) At Major Fishery Harbours (Killybegs,
Castletownbere, RossaveaJ, Howth and 
Dunmore East) ............ £1,163,000 

(b) At other fishery harbours ..... £541,000 

Total expenditure on fishery harbour 
development works ............ £1,704,000 
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LEGISLATION 

Acts made in 1987 

1. Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1987; No. 14
of 1987; 18th July, 1987. 

Remedies a defect, as disclosed in a Supreme 
Court judgement, in the definition of ''fixed 
engine" in Section 3(1) of the Fisheries 
(Consolidation) Act, 1959. It amends the section 
to include any net which is fixed to the soil or 
secured by one or more anchors or by any other 
means. 

2. Shipping Investment Grants Act, 1987 No.
21 of 1987; 18th November 1987. 

Provides for grants of up to 25% towards the 
purchase of new and secondhand ships by Irish 
shipowners. 

3. Fisheries (Amendment) (No. 2) Act, 1987;
No. 32 of 1987; 26th December 1987. 

Introduces licences for angling for trout and 
coarse fish and amends the provision for salmon 
angling licences. The following licence duties are 
imposed: 

Freshwater ordinary rod licence duties 

Composite Salmon Salmon Trout Trout Coarse Coarse 
fish fish 

annual annual 21 day annual 21 day annual 21 day 

£40 £25 £21 

Orders, Bye-laws and Regulations 

Marine fisheries 

Sea fisheries (Conservation and Rational 
Exploitation) Order, 1987 (SI 2 of 1987). 

Prescribing certain technical measures for 
the conservation of fisheries. 

Sea Fisheries (Conservation and Rational 
Exploitation) (Amendment) order, 1987 (SI 50 
of 1987). 

Prescribing certain technical measures for 
the conservation of fisheries. 

Sea Fisheries (Control of Catches) Order, 1985 
(Amendment) (No. 2) Order, 1987 (SI 246 of 
1987). 

Prescribes and adopts E.E.C. Regulation 
2241/87 re conservation measures. 

Herring 

Herring (Prohibition on fishing in the Irish 
Sea) Order, 1986 (Revocation) Order 1987 
(SI 198 of 1987). 
Permits the taking of herring under licence. 

Herring (Restriction on Fishing in the Irish Sea) 
Order, 1987 (SI 224 of 1987). 

Prohibits herring fishing but allows a 10% 
by-catch. 

Celtic Sea Herring Fishing (Licensing) Order, 
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£15 £10 £10 £5 

1985 (Revocation) Order, 1987 (SI 254 of 1987). 
Permits herring fishing in the Celtic Sea. 

Celtic Sea (Restriction on Herring Fishing) 
Order, 1987 (SI 286 of 1987). 

Restricts herring fishing in the Celtic sea to 
boats less than 50 ft using drift nets. 

Celtic Sea Herring Fishing (Licensing) Order, 
1987 (SI 298 of 1987). 

Prohibits herring fishing except under 
licence. 

Herring (Restriction on Fishing) Order, 1987 (SI 
317 of 1987). 

Restricts herring fishing by Irish Boats in 
North-West area. 

North-Western Herring Fishing (Licensing) 
Order, 1987 (SI 352 of 1987). 

Prohibits herring fishing in North-West area 
except under licence. 

Herring (Restriction on Fishing) Order, 1987 
(Revocation) Order, 1987 (SI 353 of 1987). 

Revokes SI 317 of 1987 which restricts 
herring fishing in North-West area. 

Mackerel 

Mackerel (Prohibition of Fishing) Order, 1987 
(SI 45 of 1987). 

Closure of mackerel fishery. 

Mackerel (Prohibition on Fishing) (Amendment) 
Order, 1987 (SI 87 of 1987). 

Permits the taking of mackerel as a by-catch 
when fishing for horse mackerel. 

Mackerel (Prohibition of Fishing) (No. 2) Order, 
1987 (SI 294 of 1987). 

Closure of mackerel fishery. 

Other marine species 

Hake Fishing (Licensing) Order, 1987 (SI 22 of 
1987). 

Licensing of hake fishing within the exclusive 
fishery limits of the State. 

Oysters (Conservation of Stocks) Order, 1987 
(SI 86 of 1987). 

Prohibits the taking of Oysters. 

Molluscan Shellfish (Conservation of Stocks) 
Order, 1987 (SI 118 of 1987). 

Licensing the taking of Molluscan shellfish. 

Bass (Conservation of Stocks) Order, 1987(SI 
237 of 1987). 

Prohibits bass fishing by Irish Sea fishing 
boats. 

Aquaculture 

Aquaculture (Kenmare River) Order, 1987 (SI 
31 of 1987). 

Permitting aquaculture pursuant to a licence. 

Aquaculture (Clare Island) Order, 1987 (SI 32 
of 1987). 

Permitting aquaculture pursuant to a licence. 

Aquaculture (Inver Bay, McSwynes Bay) 
Order, 1987 (SI 41 of 1987) permitting 
aquaculture pursuant to a licence. 

Aquaculture (Smerwick Harbour) Order, 1987 
(SI 352 of 1987). 

Prohibits aquaculture in Smenvick Harbour 
except under licence. 

Fishing vessels 

Fisheries (Control of Fish Processing Vessels) 
(Amendment) Order, 1987 (SI 66 of 1987). 

Extends licensing system to include vessels 
engaged in fish processing. 

Sea Fisheties (Control of Catches) Order, 1985 
(Amendment) Order. 1987 (SI 102 of 1987). 

Lays down certain control measures for the 
regulation of fishing vessels. 

Sea Fisheries Gnspection of Fishery Vessels) 
Order, 1987 (SI 252 of 1987). 

Prescribes and adopts EC Reg 1382/87 re 
inspection of fishery vessels. 

Sea Fisheries (Marking and Documentation of 
Sea Fishing Boats) Order, 1987 (SI 253 of 
1987). 

Prescribes and adopts EC Reg. 1381/87 
concerning marking and documentation of 
fishing boats. 

SALMON AND INLAND FISHERIES 

Salmon and trout Close Seasons 

Northern Fisheries Region (River Owenea) Bye
Law CS 130, 1987. 

Extends open season for angling 

Northern Fisheries Region (River Erne) Bye
Law 656, 1987. 

Restricts open season for draft netting in the 
tidal water of the Erne and the Abbey River. 

Rivers Owenea, Owentocker and Bracky and 
Loughrosmore and Loughrosbeg Bye-Law CS 
131 , 1 987. 

Extends commercial fishing season from 18 
July to 25 July. 

Salmon and trout conservation Bye-Law 658, 
1987. 

Extends draft net and fixed engine fishing 
season over a wide area with certain named 
exceptions. 

Salmon and Trout Conservation (Rivers Suir, 
Nore and Barrow) Bye-Law 660, 1987 

Extends draft netting season from 8 August 
to 15 August. 

Salmon and Trout Conservation (Rivers Dealagh 
and Inagh) Bye-Law 660, 1987. 

Extends draft netting season from 8 August 
to 15 August. 

Salmon and Trout Conservation (River Slaney) 
Bye-Law 662, 1987. 

Extends draft netting season to 27th August. 

Shannon Fisheries Region (River Feale) Bye
Law 132. 1987 

Extends angling season to 30 September. 

Brittas Ponds (Angling) Bye-Law 661. 1987. 
Imposes '·fly only"' rule. 
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Licences 

Salmon, Eel and Oyster (Miscellaneous 
Commercial Licences) (Alteration of Duties) 
Order, 1987 

Imposes new licence duties for commercial 
fishing and for salmon dealers and exporters. 

Fisheries (Amendment) (No. 2) Act, 1987 
(Commencement) Order, 1987 

Effects the introduction of l i censing 
requirements for trout and coarse angling. 

Pollution 

Restriction of use of Organotin Antifouling 
Compounds, Bye-Law 657, 1987 

Prohibits, with certain exceptions, the use 
of TBT and other organotin antifoulants. 

Foyle Fisheries Commission 

Foyle Area (Close Seasons for Angling) 
Regulation, 1987 

Extends angling season. 

Foyle Area (Licensing of Fishing Engines) 
(Amendment) Regulations, 1987 

Prescribes increases in licence fees for 1987 

Foyle Area (Licensing of Fishing Engines) 
(Amendment No. 2) Regulations 1987 

Prescribes increases in licence fees for 1988 

Foyle Area (Control of Netting) (Amendment) 
Regul;;.tions, 1987 

Amends Regulations of 1983 on a new 
definition of multifilament yam. 

Foyle Area (Control of Netting) (Amendment 
No. 2) Regulations, 1987 

Delays the imposition of restrictions of 
certain types of nets until the end of the 
fishing season. 

Foyle Area (Angling) (Amendment) 
Regulations, 1987 

34 

Adds Binevenagh Dam in Co. Derry to the 
waters listed in the Regulations of 1983 
where angling methods and bag size are 
limited. 

Merchant Shipping 

Merchant Shipping (Certification of Ships' 
Cooks) Regulations, 1987 (SI 276, 1987). 

Amends manning requirements and gives 
statutory expression to existing training 
practices. 

Shipping Investment Grants Act, 1987 
(Commencement) Order, 1987 (SI 323, 1987) 

Brings the Act into operation 

Merchant Shipping (Light Dues) Order, 1987, 
(SI 333 of 1987) 

Provides for an increase of 14% in light dues 
for vessels calling to ports within the State. 

Merchant Shipping (Fees) Order, 1987 (SI 347 
of 1987) 

Restructures fees payable for services 
provided by the Marine Survey Office and the 
Mercantile Marine Office. 

Commercial Harbours 

Free Ports Act, 1986 (Commencement) Order, 
1987 (SI 124 of 1987) 

Harbour Rates (Dundalk Harbour) Order, 1987 
(SI 219 of 1987) 

Harbour Rates (Foynes Harbour) Order, 1987 
(SI 259 of 1987) 

Harbour Rates (New Ross Harbour) Order, 
1987 (SI 261 of 1987) 

Dublin Harbour Works ( B & I Freight Quay) 
Order, 1987 (SI 302 of 1987) 

Dublin Harbour Works (North Side) 
(Amendment) Order, 1987 (SI 303 of 1987) 

Dublin Harbour (City Dues) (Abolition) Order, 
1987 (SI 304 of 1987) 

Harbour Rates (Galway Harbour) Order, 1987 
(SI 329 of 1987). 

Fishing Harbours 

Fishery Harbour Centre (Ki llybegs) 
(Amendment) Order, 1987 (SI 235 of 1987). 
extends the limits of the Killybegs Fishery 
Harbour Centre. 

1. 
136 

137 

138 

139 

140 

2. 

29 

3. 
29 

30 

4. 

Departmental Publications 

Fishery Leaflets 
Profile of the Caragh, Co. Kerry 
A salmonid producing catchment 

The Avonmore Brown Trout Fishery 
at Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow 

Results of Magenetic Tag Recovery 
Programme in the Mayo area in 1986 

The Eel Stocks of the Shannon System 
and prospects for, the development of the fisheries 

The Sea Trout Year 1986 

Irish Fisheries Investigations Series A (Freshwater) 

The Distribution of the Crayfish 
Austropotamobius pallipes (Lereboullet) in Ireland 

Irish Fisheries Investigations Series B (Marine) 
Temporal and Spatial Distribution of 
Ostrea edulis Larvae in Kilkieran Bay, Co. Galway. 

The Distribution of Mytilus edulis and 
Anomiid Larvae in Kilkieran Bay, Co. Galway. 
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APPENDIX 

SERVICES OF THE NEW DEPARTMENT 

Functions taken over from other Departments 

Department of Tourism, Fisheries and Forestry 

1. The promotion and commercial development of inland and sea fisheries including aquaculture.

2. The conservation, exploitation and development of the country's inland fisheries and sea
angling resources;

3. The development, control and maintenance of Fishery Harbour Centres;

4. The provision of technical and educational services for the fishing industry including quality
control and fish disease control;

5. The promotion and operation of conservation policies covering fish stocks and pollution;

6. The organisation and co-ordination of fishery research and technology;

7. The operation of the Common Fisheries Policy of the EC and international agreements and
conventions affecting fishing matters;

8. The application of general control and guidance to the activities of An Bord Iascaigh Mhara,
and the Central and Regional Fisheries Boards;

9. Fisheries Legislation

Department of Communications 

1. Mercantile Marine Office;

2. Marine Survey Office;

3. Coast Life Saving Service;

4. Shipping Policy;

5. Maritime Safety;

6. Conservation policies covering dumping at sea, the foreshore and installations thereon.

7. Supervision of the activities of the Commercial Harbour Authorities.

Department of Industry and Commerce 

1. Ship and boatbuilding policy;

2. Verolme Company dockyard;

3. Promotion of investment in marine industry;

4. Shipping Finance Corporation.

Roinn na Gaeltachfa 

I. The appl ication of general control and guidance to the activities of Arramara Teo.
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HEADQUARTERS 

The office of the Minister and headquarters of the Department are at: 

Leeson Lane, 
Dublin 2. 

Phone 01-785444 

Minister: Mr Brendan Daly, TD 

Minister of State: Mr Pat the Cope Gallagher, TD 

Sections and Section Heads on 31 December 1987 

Secretary: 

Assistant Secretary: 

Assistant Secretary: 

Chief Surveyor, Marine Survey Office : 

Inspector and Scientific Adviser : 

Inspector and Engineer : 

Planning, Marinas : 

Personnel, Information, Organisation : 

Finance : 

Pollution, Protection, Legislation : 

Sea Fisheries : 

Inland Fisheries, Recreation : 

Aquaculture, Foreshore 

Shipping Policy 

Maritime Safety 

Harbours : 

Regional and Local Offices 

1. Fisheries Research Centre
Abbots town
Dublin 15.
01-210111

Mr F O Muircheartaigh 

Mr P Howard 

Mr P Kerin 

Mr J Flanagan 

Dr FA Gibson 

Mr D Murphy 

Mr P McPhillips 

Mr B Egan 

Mr M Daly 

Mr J Keohane 

Mr B Cahill 

Mr P Lyng 

Mr D Doyle 

Ms D O'Connor 

Mr M O'Ruairc 

Ms M Hackett 

The Fisheries Research Centre, at its laboratory at Abbotstown, Dublin 15, is responsible
for the scientific input on fisheries matters. Biologists, engaged in stock assessment of the
principal species of fish, provide essential data for the management of the fisheries and for
fish quota negotiations. Other biological work is directed towards the development of
mariculture and protection of the marine and freshwater environment. The Pathology Unit
provides a diagnostic service for cultured and wild fish and the Biochemical Unit is engaged
in chemical monitoring of coastal and estuarine waters.
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Marine Survey Offices 
27 Eden Quay 
Dublin 1 
01-744900

Government Buildings 
O'Sullivan's Quay 
Cork 
021-968992

The Marine Survey Offices are responsible for applying the law with regard to the safety 
of navigation and for ensuring that vessels proceeding to sea are seaworthy. 

Mercantile Marine Offices 
27 Eden Quay 
Dublin 1 
01-744693

Government Buildings 
O'Sullivan's Quay 
Cork 
021-968989

The Mercantile Marine Offices carry out duties connected with the engagement and discharge 
of seamen. Mercantile Marine Offices are operated by the Department in Dublin and Cork, 
and, on behalf of the Department by specifically appointed Customs and Excise personnel 
at a number of ports. 

Coast Life Saving Service 
27 Eden Quay 
Dublin 1 
01-788463

Government Buildings 
O'Sullivan's Quay 
Cork 
021-968935

The primary function of the Coast Life Saving Service is to assist ships in distress on or 
near the coast. There are fifty three stations in all, each manned by a company of trained 
volunteers equipped to carry out shore based rescues. During periods of bad weather, 
selected stations maintain a watch at night for vessels in distress. 

Harbour Masters are located at the following centres: 

(i) Fishery Harbour Centre
Killbegs Co. Donegal
073-31032

(ii) Fishery Harbour Centre
Castletownbere
Co. Cork
027-70220

(iii) Fishery Harbour Centre
Rossaveel
Co. Galway
091-72108

The functions of the Harbour Masters are to control and manage the harbours. 

6. 

7. 

Fisheries Engineers are mainly based in Leeson Lane but there are two local offices at 
the following addresses: 

(i) Government Buildings
O'Sullivan's Quay
Cork
021-96231

(ii) Ross House
Merchant's Road
Galway
091-62129

Fisheries engineers are responsible for the application of engineering techniques to the 
conservation, development and exploitation of freshwater and marine fisheries. This includes 
harbour works, specialist advice on promotion and development of aquaculture and 
improvement of the standard harvesting, handling and processing of fish and fishery products. 

Fishery Officers are located at the following addresses: 

(i) Department of the Marine
Leeson Lane
Dublin 2
01-785444

(ii) Ross House
Merchant's Road
Galway
091-62129

(iii) Connolly Hall
Lapps Quay
Cork
021-964366

(iv) Camp
Tralee
Co. Kerry
066-30154

(v) Harbour Master's Office
New Pier
Killybegs
Co. Donegal
073-31264

The Sea Fishery Officers' functions relate to enforcement, collection of information and 
stock �anagement. They enforce the various fish conservation, technical and marketing
regulat10ns of the State and the EC. They collect statistical information on the volume and 
value of landings, on employment in fishing, and on the composition and deployment of the 
fleet. They are also involved in the monitoring of the aquatic environment and the 
management of restricted fisheries. 
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8. Fish Quality Officers are located at the following addresses:
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(i) Department of the Marine,
Leeson Lane
Dublin 2
01-785444

(ii) Tourmore West
Turlough
Castlebar
Co. Mayo
094-31234

(iii) Harbour Master's Office
New Pier
Killybegs
Co. Donegal
073-31264

(iv) The Pier
Dingle
Co. Kerry
066-51267

(v) Crottes
Durrus
Bantry
Co. Cork
027-61108

(vi) Harbour Master's Office
Dunmore East
Co. Waterford
051-83135

(vii) Ross House
Victoria Street
Galway
091-62129

(viii) Connolly Hall
Lapps Quay
Cork
021-964366

The Fish Quality Officers' duties relate primarily to enforcement of regulations relating t_ofish quality and hygiene, and they assist the Sea Fishery Officers in various aspec�s 0� their 
work including statistics collection, import certification and environmental momtonng. 
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