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Date Class
5th and 6th 

Subject
Visual Arts

Strand
Print

Strand Unit
Making Prints; Looking and Responding

Title
Print your own hydrothermal vent field

Objective(s)
The lesson enables students to respond to scientific footage about hydrothermal vents and 
visually interpret their findings through a two-part printmaking process.  The students will 
experiment with colour, line, shape and mark-making techniques to compose a print.

Skills Required
Awareness of line, shape, colour and texture, motor skills, design, observation, imagination

Learning Objectives 

The students will be able to:

 Experiment with and differentiate 
between two different forms of 
printmaking

 Respond to scientific footage of 
hydrothermal vent fields and visually 
interpret it through mark-making on 
acetate

 Learn to over print with contrasting 
colours and shapes

 Experiment with a variety of materials to 
produce a range of mark making effects

 Develop sensitivity to subtleties in colour
and tone in the visual environment

 Use line expressively and with greater 
sensitivity to materials and tools

 Look at and discuss his/her own work.

 

Learning Activities

Preparation
See the recommended lesson plan schedule that 
supports the module: Build Your Own Unknown.

Prepare tables for printing by placing sheets of 
newspaper on the surfaces. Students may want 
to wear an art apron / old shirt to protect their 
clothing.

Visual Research & Inspiration
Inspire students by watching real footage of the 
Moytirra hydrothermal vent field taken by the 
Remotely Operated Vehicle Holland I during the 
VENTure mission.  

Discuss the colours of the underwater 
environment.  

Examine how the vents puff and billow what looks
like ‘smoke’.  

Mono-print with Acetate (40 Mins)
Students will create their own interpretation of the
underwater environment of a hydrothermal vent 
field.  Paint directly onto the surface of the A4 
acetate sheet using gestures that suggest 
bellowing ‘smoke’.  Work quickly.  Experiment 
with mark making by using a variety of tools to 
scratch or rub back into the paint surface. 

To print, students take an A4 sheet of paper. 
Carefully place the paper on top of the painted 
acetate sheet, ensuring to line up the corners of 
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each sheet.  Press firmly with the flats
of the hands across the sheet of paper.  Taking a 
roller, apply gentle pressure and roll over and 
back across the sheet of paper. After a few 
minutes, carefully peel the sheet of paper away 
from the acetate to reveal a finished monoprint on
paper.  Allow to dry.

Optional: students can wipe the acetate clean and
repeat the process experimenting with different 
colours, marks etc.

Quickfoam Printing (40 Mins)
Students will use quick foam printmaking as a 
process to add vents to their underwater 
monoprint. 

On an A4 quick foam sheet, draw a vent chimney 
using a pencil. Cut out the vent shape from the 
quick foam sheet.  Add additional detail to the 
vent such as surface texture by drawing or 
making marks with the pencil. 

To print:
Apply ink using a roller/brayer, rolling ink over and
back across the quick foam surface.  

Gently place the quick foam vent ink side facing 
down, onto the underwater monoprint.  Using the 
flats of the hands, apply pressure and press firmly
across the back of the foam.  Gently peel away 
the quick foam from the paper to reveal the vent 
print.  

Add multiple vent prints to your scene by 
repeating this process, re-inking the quick foam 
each time.

Resources
Film footage of Moytirra hydrothermal vent field 
collected by the ROV on the VENTure mission: 
https://youtu.be/g0O-KmFwKHc

Materials
Mono-print Materials

 A4 Acetate sheets
 Acrylic paints (assorted colours)
 Paintbrushes, sponges
 A4 Paper for printing onto (white or assorted 
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colours)
 Mark making materials such as cotton buds, 

rag clothes, sponge pieces, toothpick, lollipop 
sticks etc.

 Printing Rollers / Brayers

Quick Foam Printing Materials

 A4 Quick foam sheets
 Block printing ink
 Scissors
 Pencils
 Printing Rollers / Brayers

Differentiation
Mixed ability pairs/ groups. Assign tasks / roles.

Assessment
Teacher observation,  work samples

Linkage and Integration
Drama - storyboarding, set design
Geography - physical features of the Earth
ICT - conducting visual research
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