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Date 
 

Class level 
First Class and Second Class 

Subject 
Visual Arts  

Strand   
Paint and Colour  

Strand Unit   
Painting, Looking and Responding.  

Title 
Observe and Creating Paintings of Rough and Calm Seas. 

Objective(s):  
The aim of the lesson plan is for children to be enabled to mix primary colours and 
use newly created colours expressively to interpret contrast in the natural world of 
the sea and ocean. 

Skills Required: Colour mixing by using the colour wheel.  

 Learning objectives  

The child should be enabled to: 

Use the primary colours and mix these 

colours to create new colours which can 

be used to represent rough seas and calm 

seas in contrast.   

  

 

Learning Activities 
 
Talk and Discussion: 
Discuss the following images of 
contrasting painting: 

 Katsushika Hokusai: “The Wave”; 

 Gustave Le Gray: “The Great Wave”, 

 Horace Vernet: “Stormy Coast Scene 
after a Shipwreck”,  

 Conor Murphy: “Birdseye View”, 

 Deborah O’ Keeffe:  “Maharees 
View”,  

 Conor Murphy:  “Cliffs of Moher”. 
 
Describing what is happening in the 
painting;  the colours and tones chosen; 
the lines, shapes, textures and pattern 
created; how colour was used and how 
effects were created. 
 
Hands on Approach: 
Get the students to complete individual 
painting of waves, cliffs, rocks.  They 
should also included the horizon line and 
perspective in the seascape. Explore 
ways of including fine detail and texture.  
Explore colour using the colour wheel.  
 
Looking and responding: 
Looking at and responding to his/her own 
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work and the work of others. What 
he/she likes best about the painting, 
what he/she was trying to express.  
 

Resources:  
 
Internet Access to show a variety of 
examples of seascapes by various artists 
both Irish and international as a source 
of inspiration. Examples outlined in the 
learning activity above.  
 
A colour wheel. 
 
A selection of paints to include the 
primary colours. 
 
A selection of brushes. 
Paper. 
 
Water and mixing trays. 
 

Differentiation:  
Higher and Lower order questioning. Differentiate group activities and roles to 
account of individual needs, by support, task. Mixed ability pairing. 

Assessment:  
Teacher observation, pupil work samples, Oral feedback.  

Linkage and Integration:  
English: Discrete Oral language –Vocabulary of the Sea- tides, marine, high tide etc. 
Gaeilge: Téama: Ócáidí Speisialta ‘Lá Cois Farraige’. 
ICT: Searching for stimulus pictures suggested above using the internet. 

 


