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* The ‘Gold Standard’ for detection of VHSV is virus isolation in cell culture followed by immunological and/or
molecular detection.

* Histopathologically, the disease is characterised by extensive focal necrosis of the kidney, spleen and liver.
Very mild changes may be observed in the pancreas.

* Molecular diagnostics have identified four genotypes of the VHS virus: genotype | consists of freshwater European
isolates pathogenic to rainbow trout. Genotypes Il and lll consist of European marine isolates and Genotype IV
contains North American and Japanese isolates.

* There is no treatment available for VHS and vaccination is not permitted in areas of the EU which have been declared
disease free.

* The VHS virus is quickly inactivated by a range of disinfectants such as chlorine and iodophor based compounds, heat

and UV irradiation.

* Animal health surveillance schemes and the use of ‘specific-pathogen free’ stock are important control measures.

* The Marine Institute must be notified in the event of unexplained mortality or the suspicion of a notifiable disease.

* Strict biosecurity measures should be implemented at and around the infected site, in collaboration with the Marine
Institute and the retained veterinary practitioner.

AquaPlan (Grant-Aid Agreement No. PBA/AF/08/003(01]] is carried out under the Sea Change strategy with the support of the Marine Institute and the Marine Research
Sub-Programme of the National Development Plan 2007-2013, co-financed under the European Regional Development Fund.
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