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Value of f i s h  and she l l f i sh  laidings i n to  
the leading I r i s h  ports  from 1362 t o  1971. 

Landings of seaf ish a re  recorded under three broad headings, namely, 

demersal f i s h ,  pelagic f i s h  and shel l f ish .  The term demersal is  applied 

t o  f i s h  which l i ve  the grea te r  par t  of t h e i r  l i ve s  a t  or  re la t ive ly  near the 

sea bed, Demersal f i s h  include roundfish such a s  whiting, cod, haddock, 

pollock and hake; f l a t f i s h  such a s  plaice,  sole ,  dabs, flounder, and 

also co~mercial ly  valuable shark type f i s h  such as skate and ray. The 

term pelagic i s  applied to  f i s h  which l i ve  the grea te r  par t  of t h e i r  l i ve s  

i n  the  upper layers  of water and includes herrings, spra t s ,  pilchards and 

mackerel. Shellf ish include crawfish, lobsters ,  Nephrops ( ~ u b l i n  Bay 

prawns), crabs, shrimps and prawns a l l  of which a r e  known col lect ively a s  

cruatacea; and escallops,  mussels, oysters, periwinkl.&3' and various clams, 

which a re  kxmm ~ o l l e c t i v e l y  a s  molluscs. 

The annual s t a t i s t i c s  published by the Fisheries Division of the 

Department of Agriculture and Fisheries give landings (by value) of 

approximately the leading 36 ports  around the I r i s h  coast. O f  these, 

from 1962 to  1971, the leading 10 ports  have included the following: - 
Killybegs, Dunmore East, XowCb, Castletownbere, ~ a l w a ~ / ~ r a n  Islands,  Dingle, 

Burtonport, Kilmore Quay, Skerries, Dun Laoghaixe, Cahirciveen, Cobh, Greencastle 

and Mornington, From 1964 t o  1979 , Ilillybegs has been the top I r i s h  port  f o r  

value of f i s h  landed ( ~ ~ ~ e n d i x  I ). Castletownbere, top port i n  1962 and 

1963, has s tead i ly  f a l l e n  since then, being 5th port  from 1969 t o  1971 

(.Appendix 1 ), 3unmore East, has s tead i ly  improved i t ~  posit ion since 1965 

and remained 2nd port  on the coast from 1966 t o  1967 and from 1969 t o  1971. 

( ~ p ~ e n d i x  1 ). Throughout the period 1962 t o  1971, Hcwth pres e i ther  2nd or 

3rd port  on the coast, A s  can be seen from Appendix 1,  the other ports 

i n  the top 10 have changed t h e i r  posi t ional  ra t ings  considerably, but 

a t tent ion i s  drawn t o  the i~provement of Kilmore 2ta.y f r o 3  No. 8 i n  1969, 

t o  No, 4 i n  1971, and a l so  the appearance of Xorniyi~ton i n  9th posit ion i n  

1970 and f971, which is a t t r ibu ted  t o  the operations of the fishmeal factory 

there. 

It would be impracticable, f o r  the purpose of t h i s  Leaflet ,  t o  attempt 

t o  analyse the value of fish and she l l f i sh  landed into  a l l  the leading I r i s h  



ports  and therefore the ports have been grouped according to  the maritime 

counties within which they are  located, the following representing t h e i r  coastal 

dis t r ibut ion:  

Cowtx . - Representative ports  

Co, ~ o u t h / ~ e a t h  Clogherhead, pIornington. 

Co. Dublin Balbriggan, Skerries,  Howth, D u n  Laoghsire. 

Co. Wicklow Arklow, IJicklow. 

Co, Wexford $!exford, R o s ~ l a r e ,  Kilraore 2uay, Duncannon. 

Co. Waterf ord Passage East, Dunmore Bast, Helvick, 

Co, Cork Rallycotton, Cobh, Kinsale, Baltimore 

Union Hall, Castletownbere, Schull, Crookhaven. 

Co, Kerry Portnagee, Bal l inskel l igs ,  Valcntia, 

Cahirciveen, Dingle, Cromane, Fenit. 

Co, Galwag ~ a l e a ~ r f ~ r a n  Is., Carna, L e t t e r ~ u l l e n ,  

c 1 i f   den/^ leggan. 

Co. Mayo Achill , Blacksod, ~ossmore/~loscahil l .  

Co. Sligo Sligo. 

Co. Donegal Inver, Teelin, Killybegs, Burtonport, 

Greencastle, 

The breakdown of the landed values of demersal, pelagic,  she l l f i sh  

and t h e i r  t o t a l  value, by maritixe county is made f o r  each year from 1962 

t o  1971 i n  Appendix 2. T'nis 10-year period can be fur ther  broken down to  two 

!%year periods from I962 t o  1966 and fron 1967 t o  1971 , (see Ap~endix 3 md 

F i g  1 ) Throughout the  period ( 7  962 t o  1971 ), the leading ports have 

accounted f o r  7577 or more of the t o t e l  value of the I r i s h  sea f i s h  and 

she l l f i sh  landings. Fig. 1 and Appendix 3, show t h a t  the value of f i s h  and 

s h e l l f i s h  landed i n t o  these ports by maritirne c o ~ ~ n t y ,  was i n  the following 

order of importance:- 



- - I  

Demersal Pelagic She l l f i sh  Total landings 

Posit ion 1962/66 1967/71 4 962/66 1967/71 1962/66 1967/71 1962/66 1967/71 

1 

1 Dublin Dublin Waterf ord Watsrf ord' Kerry Galway Donegal Donegal 

2 1Donegal Donegal 'Donegal Donegal j Galway Dublin Dublin Dublin 

3 Cork Cctrk Cork ' Cork / Cork k'erry Cork Cork 
I I 

4 Ksrry Vexford Kerry j Louth Dublin Cork Kerry Waterford ~ 
I 

5 Galway Kerry ~Louth Sligo i Mayo Mayo I Waterford Kerry i 
I 

6 ~Wexford Galway 'Mayo : Kerry ! 8exf ord Wexf ord Galway Galway I 
7 Louth aterfdrd Wezford Wexford 1 

I 

8 ' Tdicklow Louth 'Dublin ; Dublin , Louth onegal Louth Lauth ~ , 
I I 

9 Vaterf ord. Waterf ord Wexf ord {rrjexf ord Donegal Kayo Beeyo 

10 I Nay0 Mayo ~Wic!rlow Wicklow i , Vicklow Wicklow Wicklow 

I 1  I 

! 
' Sligo ?iiayo ' Sligo Sligo 

Thus, throughout the decade, Donegal, Dublin and Cork remained t h ~  f i r s t  three I 
cowlties, i n  tha t  order  and a t  t h e i r  chief posts over 5C$ of the value of the 

t o t a l  I r i s h  catch w s s  landed, 

Dublin, Donegal and Cork were the top denersal f i s h  counties, accounting 

f o r  an average 685% of the t o t a l  landed value, 

Waterford, by v i r tue  of the Dunmore East herring f i shery  remained the 

top pelagic fish county, and with Donegal and Cork accounted f o r  855 of a l l  ! 
pelagic landings by the end o f  the decade. 

Kerry, Galway, Dublin and Cork, were the top she l l f i sh  co~mt ies ,  

contributing 76% of the value of the catch. Bowever, she l l f i sh  a re  a lso 

landed a t  a large number of minor ports an2 landing places along the en t i re  

coastline. Plany of these small landing places do not appear i n  the published 

list of por ts  =and therefore she l l f i sh  landed i n t o  the named ports f o m  a smaller 

percentage of the coastal  landings than e i the r  deriersal or  pelagic fishes. 

The infarmation contained i n  Appendix 3 and Fig. 1 can be fu r the r  reduced 

t o  large coastal  areas a s  follows:- 

East Coast = Louth, Dublin, Wicklow 

South aoast  = Wexford, Waterford, Cork 
; 
I 
I 

IJeat doast = Kerry, Calway, IIayo I 

North coast = Sligo, Donegal. I 
The respective percentage value of a l l  types of f i s h  l a d e d  in to  the main por t s  I 

I 

within these areas i s  as  follows:- 



Coastal Demersal Pelagic Shell-  Total Demersal Pelagic Shell- Total 
Area , f i s h  f i s h  

t i 
East coast  1 29.8 2.9 T8,3 , 22.1 36.2 7 0 2 20.6 23.7 

South coast 29.1 , 51,2 p9.6 33,4 19.5 56.3 28.2 35.5 

West coast ' 20,7 , 5.0 $0.7 23.6 12.9 3 17 48.5 18.0 
i 

North coast / 20,4 40,7 2.4 20.9 29.4 32.8 2.7 24.4 

It is worth noting t ha t  the  value of a l l  f i s h  landed i n t o  e a s t  coast ports 

was 22 t o  23$ of the value f o r  the  whole country. Our fishermen share the 

catch from the I r i s h  Sea a rea ,  with the Co, Down fishermen. The l a t t e r  sus ta in  

a heavg. f i shery ,  the  yie ld  from which, i f  added to  those carr ied on by the 

Louth, Dublin and Wicklow fishermen makes the value of the I r i s h  Sea abundantly 

c lear ,  

Conclusions_, During the decade 1962 t o  1971 t he  t o t a l  value of a l l  

types of f i s h  landed a t  the leading I r i s h  f i sh ing  po r t s  was 221 ,157,660, This 

i s  shown i n  Appendix 3 t~ri~ere the  data  a r e  divided i n t o  two 5-year periods. It 

i s  s ign i f ican t  t ha t  the  t o t a l  value during the 1967 t q  1971 period was alolost 

double t h a t  f o r  1962 t o  1966, indicat ing the  prudence of building major f ishing 

po r t s  and providing enhanced landing f a c i l i t i e s .  Demersal f i s h  renain the 

most valuable landings, t h e i r  value being &10,574,207 f o r  the  decade, with 

pelagic  f i s h  running i n  second place a t  £5,983,749, and she l l f i sh  following a 

c lose  t h i rd  a t  24,599,704, 

The leading 5 f i s h i w  por t s  on the  coast a re  given i n  Appendix 4. For 

both demersal and pelagic species  ICillybegs and Castletownbere a re  i n  the 

f i r s t  three  places; the por ts  of Bowth and Dunnore East f i l l i n g  the  other 

place f o r  demersal and pelagic f i s h  respectively.  

Fen i t ,  Carna and Skerries have f igures  consistently i n  the f i r s t  three 

por ts  f o r  the landing of she l l f i sh ;  Bowth was the  No, 1 s h e l l f i s h  por t  i n  

1970; and throughout the  decade, except i n  1966, Skerries was e i t h e r  ? s t ,  

2nd or 3rd she l l f i sh  port ,  



Lead ing  19 CFshi .ng  p o r t s ,  by vc71ce of 13ndinqs 
of all Linds of fish from l o b ?  t n  1971 

1?62 1963 1964 1965 1965 1967 1968 1969 1973 1971 

Clogherherd Co. Louth - - - - 10 - - - .. - 

Slcersies Co, D u b l i n  1G 7 9 8 9 F, 8 ? - 7 

i-iowt h I I 2 '2 - 2 2 ? 2 " 2 3 3 5 

9un L a o g h a i r e  ' 8 - 10 - - 9 5 - 8 - 
., . ,slmore OuayCo. Wexford 7 E3 7 7 7 7 13 8 6 4 

Dunmore E.; st Go. ~derford 

CoSh P Co, .,orlc 

~alway/Aran I, 
Co. Calway  

m Burtonport CO, uonegal 



, ppeniiix 2, 

T o t c l  wlue of deraerszl fish .iE 000 landeii into _sorts 

b-- J n- iaritilile - counties from ~ $ 6 2  to 1971. 

I b) i1;critime county from 1362 to 1971, 



Appendix 2 

County 1962 

Louth 13 

Dublin I J9 

i Wicklow . - 
Wexford 11 

Waterfor LO 

Cork ] 45 

ktal value of s h e l l f i s h  (£000) landed i n t o  main p o r t s  
by maritime county from 1962 t o  1971, 

year  



- .~i;re: ,r te va1u.e~ o f  c~ t cches  la,lded i n t o  
I I I C . ~ ~  P i sh in ;  p o r t s  , g o u ~ 2 e d  by ziari l i ,xe 
cov.n'c:- (1;.62 t o  1966, ~ n c l  1567 t o  1971). 

Co. ic!cloi, 

Co. e:Tiord 

G O ,  ~t€X'f01 

Coo Cork 

Co, ;Cerr;r 

4 Coo ?-2$1? ?LT 

Co, .le,o 

c 0 <;log3&2 1 -- 
Total 

1967 t o  1971 

Co. Louti1 

r 



e__ofdemer-s al ,  p e l c ~ g i c ~  zed 
&te_111"i_sh 1 ---- andec? rr orn l..l,.19-j'.'.0 

P o r t  - _C oun tv 
Deme_rsel - f i s h  

EIorl~-th Co. Dublin 

Dun120 gh i r  e Co. Dublin 

Kilmore Quay Co. lie;cford 

Cas-t le to~inbere Co. Cork 

d i n g l e  Co. Kerry 

~~~lx ;z .y /~ i ran  I s .  Co. G ~ - L ~ I ; E Y  

Burtonport  Co. Donegal 

K i l lyb  e gs Co. Donegal 

Clasher Head Co. Lcuth 

F4orningto n Co. Louth 

Dunmore E a s t  Co. 1.iaterf ord 

Passage E a s t  Co. I'a-teri'ord 

Cobh Co. Cork' 

C ~ s t l e t o i ~ n b e r e  Co, Cork 

I e s t p o r t  Co, l/iayo 

S l igc  Co. S l i g o  

Tee l in  Co. Donegal 

Burtonport  Co. Donegnl 

ICilly"o e gs Co. Donegal 

Year 
7 

1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 
2 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 ?  2 

- - - - - - 3 3 5 4  

- - - - - - - - 3 3  

Co. Dublin 1 1 1 2 - 2 3 3 3 2  

Co, Dublin - - - - - - - - 1 5  
Co, il'exford. - - - - - - - 4 - 3  

Ccstle-to~..nbere Co. Cork 4 4 2 2 4 5 2 -  

Co, Kerrj. 5 - 4 4 5 -  - - 5 -  

Co, Kerrjr - 5 1 3 3 5 1 1  

- 5 -  - 4 4 
CO. Gdi,e,y 2 3 3 3 1 1 1 2 -  - 

- 2 - 5 4 4 2 -  - - 
C 0, 111ayo - 5 -  - - - - - - - 

-- -- - - 



25 
1882-1966. ~wi-. ~ ~ 7 1 .  

TOTAL. CATCi-4. 'TOTAL CATCH. n 

OCMERSAL CATCH. ERSAI. CATGM. 

Frci.?, pc t . c~n t , : i !~  rli'tttiircrlio~t o f  iatiriit 1 r;! t i c n ~ t ~ r ~ ~ a ! ,  
IWD,I!!EC ~ I ~ I C J  shcklfisll  i a  r~:ls?i:ts f ~ l  t h a  pcs i t r t h i  

'1952 lo I!ibfi a n d  1367 l u  14 1 3 ,  


