


Fa$, EIBsi:X, 

m1 inzs  - l e a f l e t  ad5s t o  the inforilztion given i n  Fishery Ler:flet No, I 1  

(Gibson, I 959) concernini; !,,obster & ~ B . ~ ? S  k US$ aromd the iris!! ccests  i n  1968. 

The cetch f i e ~ x e s  sup-plied t a  the Fisher ies  Dilvision b:r irsrious colLectors 

have been correl&el  n i th  the lobs'ter v gear used .by bor;ts fishing off $ 2  wa;-;t-be 

cowt ies .  The p u r p s e  of these con t inu i~g  recor6s i s  t o  pio?i:.?le a? amu.a:. 

measure of the e f fec t s  nS f i sb ing  upon lobtiter s k c k s  izd  there5j? t o  mdy'se  

There s r s  l i t . t l e  ch;nge i n  $969 i n  the type :ad po2ul i r i ty  rri' the  designs I 
l.- 

oi' f i sh ing  trz.ps used, xhich were:- 
i 
f 
J 

a. French cr~i. if ish @$rr2&s, 
- - .. 

b, Scot t ish  1-obster tr9-7s i-ii r 

6,. E,S, psl iour  trap?,, 

e ,  Norwegisn (wire) t r q s  mil 

- 7  f .  iloae-aesigi~ec? t r sps  not fi-$,tine i n t o  el i j r  of 
ebove citegori.es, 

tkt or6.er of usege. 
I 

once a.g~&n four t ~ p e s  of' bes t  ?:ere &esign:lcte& namely, --khose i:,ktb autSo&L-ii I 

g k e s ;  those up t o  30' i n  leng*, :vith 5aI~oar.i engines; khosa of 31' - lt5' 

-- 
total. n3mbers of dl types of t reps  usM .. ..and , t h e  ay;er.-.ge cz.tch per t rap i n  

+I 

-c-* .d 
63 1969 are  gi- en. 

  he total nmber basts of ;..>I kinzs e p ~ s g e j  in ;o'srter f ishing was 671 

f" &].e 3 f ,  compar;.i. i:ii;ir. 626 5n 1953, represen tkg  e n  -v~?ent  - - 3.izcrez.se of 4.5 

.ts. Fop Cle K e r q  ;iren onXy 211 b o i t s  w i t h  out boar;^ engines xere recordei. in 

8, but f igure  vrould not sppe&r t o  he un6ersts,tei? es  the 1969 census show.'. 

boats of thks class,  so tha t  the rea l  increase i n  the overall  nunyaer of boe~ts 
1 

1969 .-p -i?@ was probably of the order of 20, o r  l e s s  than 4;%. The t o t a l  

e r  of p m t s ,  most of them equipped ~ i t h  ouYooerd engines, use$ in $969 was 

6, o r  $69 more t h a  the f igure  given f o r  1968. 

,: 
j : .  
6 .  
8 



The number of motor veszels o l  u," t o  301 j;l length was 175 i n  1969, o r  92 femer I 

ti?= in 1968, r h i l s t  bo&s Prom 31' - 5 i~ l e w t h  numbere2 us i n  1968 azd 139 

in 1959, an, app.;rent increilse of 65 in 6.3.l. 3.rom these f i e r e s  it beoomes 

c lear  t he t  in 1966, the first year  i n  which t h i s  census took place, some c o m s i o n  I 

may lhme resul ted from the choice of length c lms i f ioa t ion  of boets. It seems 

lilce?_y t h a t  the  1969 censtis, b e i q  tile second o r  i ts kin3, m o w  sccwetel_v 1, 
I 

f e f l e c t s  the t rue  position. The ciistribution of the  various length csitegories I 
I 

I 
of bosts i s  &so shmm i n  Table 1. The greates t  nli~'3er of bo2 . t~  enghged k 

lobs te r  f ishing operated off the Go, EaI-my coast the fewest off Co. Lou%. I 
The number of b o ~ t s  f ishins  l o r  lobsters  off each maritime county i s  related 1 

t o  the length of -the r e l e v a t  county ooestl ine i n  Te'ble 3. In eight c o w t i e s  1 

the r a t i o  of boats rjer ~ i l e  w a s  1 : 3 o,r l ess ,  but o.Pf counties Lou*, :TioEow, 
.:f 

Clape end :fayo, it nas over 1 : 3. &I the ce:se of Lou31 ad 3i'icl.2om, the mount 

of l obs t e r  grounci a v d l z b l e  i s  rzvher sr1i and isola'e~5, t h i s  lirrits the 

r n ~ b e r  of So&s 5vhi& cw 02fi_& them. OD&- Counties Ga1L.way and Donegd have 

re2;ohe2 a: density of fishing of 1 l obs t e r  bo l t  per  mile of coastline. 11' it 

a r e a  vr i tnb  b2f a mile of the she:-e i n  --.bl *; __L-h G loijster  f i sh ing  c m  t a b  p 3 . ~ e ,  then 

there are  about 4.16,000 acres of ic'ss.ter g ~ o m d  aromd the I r i s h  comts.  Various 

estimates of t h e  numbezs 002 lobs te rs  of &1!. s izes  w-2 eges per  acre :=re been made 

by &eeric?i?, Cixatzian ?~ld No=egia morkers, it seems probable the. .ttizere 

not l e s s  Cnzn I 6  lobs te rs  of s i x  inches 5x1 length an6 over per ecre o l  fishiry: 

growd. This suggests thc t  the t o t ~ l  stock of lobsters ,  both ado3escent 
V . . 

mature, itl I r i sh  waters cou2.d be of the  order og &&GO,BCO. Of these about heAf 
. +  li 

be of comerci.al size. If ,  t ,krefore,  t o t &  deaths of shlt iobs te rs  by 

f i s h h g  and natural  causes were 5~$, the catch shaul8 'be of' the  or3er of 1 sOOG,OCO 

per mnum. However, since l o j s t e r s  eye very local. i n  t h e i r  hzb i te t  znd show 

no s ignif icant  migrstions, ove r f i sh ing  of p e r t i c d a r  par t s  of +he sea be?. i s  

qui te  possible. I n  or?ter t o  ge t  the m n a ~ ~  jriel6 of Lobsters it i s  essential  

t h z t  f i sh ing  be on e rotationaJ. bas i s  t a z t  electronic aids  $e used t o  seek 

out and map lobster-bearing pounds which are not v i s ib l e  Sy iny other me-2s. 

Furthemlore, di.sregzr6 f o r  the s ize  limit w l l i  hcve a disestrous e f f ec t  on the 

&unGance of l6bsters. 



The distrYoution of the various types of triip %I use in 1969 i s  sho~?.% Ln i 
I 

Table 4 by ne.x7itime cow-tr, i r respeci ive of boat class. The t o t a l  nmUICi)er of I 

t rcps  of di A 1;- ...mas - use& 37,701, o r  about 56 per boat, ~ d ~ i c h  i s  slight?* greater  

t h a  i n  1968, %hen it rcis 50 per  bokt. Toe tot22 r i s e  Ln ?he number of t r q s  uaed 

i s  probably not as  graat  as  it api=pears 
i 

t o  be, because the boat underestimate i n  the 

1368 figures,  z>recVk5y rentionea, wouli! aocou,-,t Por over 355 of .t:ile apoarent incresse : 
of 4212 tress w e d  3.n 1969. Once egain the l e a s t  number of t r z ~ s  were used off 

&. Wicklow ( l e s  thm 17:) a13 the greatest; m:?er. nere Cished ofY G d ~ s ~ a y  

(almost 3%). There xere sn&l.l. x-ehotions in the numbem cf t raps  fisheci off 

c u n t i e s  Louth, Du'nlin, Cork an3 Dc~lnegnl i n  1969com::ersd with 1968 f T&le 2). 

Tne nwnber of t r ~ g s  f ished off Gsl~iay rose 'ujr c ;hos t  207; on kke '1958 figure.  

T&le 2 sho3~s t h a t  the counties where t:ve lo3s te r  I'ish5ng gear was preferred t o  

~ r , % ~ i s h  gezis were Loutb, WbLi;l;Fi@low, Yeexford, Waterford, (Slare, Sligo mid 

Donegel. The most bimportsnt aspect of Table 2 is  tEie compi-rison whidi it sffor-cis 

ol" the avere,ge catch of lobs te rs  per t r a p  $n 1968 b7.d 1969. Gatohes were up on 

&o?,jn off ~ e s - t e m  & not-thern counties. There were mamy reports  f r o m  western 

areas of prol.ongea periods of h e a q  ground swe1.l dur-bg 1969, which was claiinea to  

have reduced trap efficiency. The t o t a i  catch of lobs te rs  per  count$ (see Table 

5) ~re:~l 'up ;in 1969 off cornt ies  Louth, Dublin, %*or&, Wate.rfol-3, Cork and 

Clare. It vies oonsi&rably loner  or'? counties Gdp:ay ,  Siigo 2nri Dcllegd.. 

Genepdly spe?king, ?&ere ef'f-rt a d  catch increase si,Wtaneouslj. (see v!eXfy"o?d 

;%na Takerfor&, Tab1.e 2 ) ,  the stook ?ishe& i s  i n  a. heaitkf s ta te .  This i s  also 

i-?. a case where e f for t  i s  re3ucea Q+: catch'incre?.ses (se- Lcuth =d Cbrk, 
<i 

Table 2). Peen catch an3 e f fo r t  botn =l &ul tmeo~s l j i  (see Donegz-1, Teble 21, 

tais being the con-rersz of' s ~ ~ u l t s n e o u s  increase, i?o lnfoma.tion i s  provi&ed about 

stocl-;. However, where e f fo r t  increases m d  catch goes ?lorn, a bngercus s i tuz t ion  

nay be arising. In the cc.ses of Clare, Galway, ?Jr=.xo and Sligo the e f f o r t  

increased, but the cr;tch 3ecLine2 i n  1959. I n  the case of Czere, -?ihich in 1958 

ui;s show t o  hzve a catch or" 28 lobs te rs  i;er t rap ,  the f e l l  t o  23 lobsters  iT. 1969 

i s  nearin,- the exgecteteii n a t i o n d  36eld of 20 lobs te rs  per  &ap j e r  semen; in 

A ,,he case of SLigo, ho??ever, the cctch go iw  &own by over half  could be serioua. 



I French cra,dish creels  (5$f md Scottish lobs te r  creels  (2%) together 

1 oompfised aver 75% of the i raps  used i n  1969, as they did i n  $968. Xilrnore 

Quay ad. U.S. t racs  increased s l igh t ly  in popopar.lty, Nomegian t r q s  almost 

t rebled in number, but sorneiiihat fewer home-designed t rap were operated. A s  

hss been pointed out before, the crawfish t rap  i s  designed ta f i s h  f o r  crawfish 

but not f o r  lobsters. This t r a p  was "ke commonest one in use off counties Cork, 

Kerry, Galway tin& Haye. T r q s  designed specif ical ly  t o  catch lobs te rs  were 

most popular used off counties Louti-i, Dublin, Ticklow, WaterPod, G l e ~ e ,  Siigo 

md Doneg~~l, There uuas no indication in 1969 tha t  &the F&nch c r d i s h  oreel 

continued t o  lose popularity; it' anything it wzs s l i g h t l y  more used i n  1959 

than i n  the p rev iop  year. 

The c&ch of lobsters  fo r  a l l  types of t r a ~  per county i s  indicated i n  
. ;f 

Table 5 in terms of catoh per trap. '  Tihe average nationa1yieI.d per trap w a s  

17 lobsters ,  almost e r ~ c t l y  the same as i n  1963, while Lhe weight per t r a p  

rerminea the s~ame st 21 ib. in $969. These a r e  not stri lr ing figures, and the 

trend in succeeding years Nil1 reveal t h e i r  s i g n i f i ~ ~ c e .  The oatoh per t r a p  

percouney, a s  given i n  Table 5 ,  shows tha t ,  i n  those arees where lobster  f i sh ing  

geers doffiin&%s, i.e. comt ie s  South, k b l i n ,  VicEow, Wexford, Glare, Sligo isind 

Ibnegal, the number of lobsters  per t r s p  fishec? i s  higher thm in comities Cork, 

Kerry, Galway an3 Hap, where the majority of the t raps  used a re  of the French 

crawf'ish design (see also Table 4). I n  Xerry, Galway and MaYo the aver- 

number of 3.obstei-s per t r ap  was 10.5, 10.0, respective'iy. 

If a l l  tre-ps used in 1969 hed been designed fo r  lobs te r  f ishing they could 

have prohced about 755,000 lo3sters. Thm-mould have been ea increase of about 
+I  

45 
220,000 lobsters ,  valued a t  approjdmately &%,000. The f a c t  t ha t  the catch 

of c r d i s h  w a s  valued a'i M33,000 is, presumably, the main reemon why fishermen 

do not choose t o  use lobs te r  f ishing gear only, but instead, in some counties, 

use the crawfish gear which i s  some~hhat du& purpose. 



Conclusions: 

1. A total. of 671 boats, rangizg from row boats t c  vesseZs over 4.5' i n  l e w t h ,  

took pc.rk iri the 1969 lobs te r  fiS?exy. 

2. The t o t a l  cil.:ch of lobs te rs  was 527,3@ 1969, up by sene 19,@?0 lobsters  

on 1968, 5~ 32,330 lobs te rs  on 1967. 

3. L t o t &  of 37,701 t r s p s  vere usar?, of r;hi& app-oxb,te$r j5@ were aesigned 

fo r  crzvrfish f i sh i rg  a id  45$ f o r  lobs te r  fish&-g. 

4. The n%tic:~.il average j&el i  of Zebstars pe r  t r e ~ p  Fas :7, or  about 21 ib,, 

a s  
i n  1969, which was a ~ o s t  ex&ctly the scne 2.n  1966. 

.< 

GLbeon, 3.B- (19hy'). Lojs ter  t rap  census, 2962 F i ~ h e ~  -.... .J--l-I;. Le,f!.et -.. 

Ha, 11. Departsent cf Agrie-dl- Fisherias,  jhiC2.h. 



'n 9 q x  - ' 

iiLi t. Dis t r ibq t ion  of t h e  n m b e r s  of boats  by s i z e  czkegory by oomty,  

comparing 1968 with 1969. 

OB3 = Sma31:boats equippe3 wi th  outboa.rd engines. 

T>;Sa 2. Nw3er of t r , ~ p s  per  c o m t y  2nd Lvernge c&ch p e r  tr&z c o q i s e d  f o r  
1968 End 1969. 



TABLE 3. Apprcxbate efpective mileage off eeoh county f o r  1.0bster fi,&ing, 
together with the number of boi6ts per coast, and the r e t i o  of 
boats t o  mileage. 

- 
Effective epbsta l  I Ratio of boats t o  

mileage coestal m i l e ,  

Weterf'crd 

Cork 
I 

Kerq? 

Clam 

Fayo 54 I 220 

Sligo 2& 68 

k n e g a l  $15 1 20 

W L  4. DisCributicn of the types of t r a p  use& i n  tq69, by county 
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