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Date Class Level 
Fifth and Sixth 

Subject 
Drama 

Strand 
Drama to explore feelings, knowledge 
and ideas, leading to understanding 

Strand Unit 
Exploring and making drama 
Co-operate and communicating in 
making drama 

Title  
A Whale’s Tale – Adventures of living in the Ocean 
Objectives 
The aim of the lesson plan if for the children to extend role playing in 
character and develop their ability to accept and maintain a brief that has been 
decided on by the teacher, as well as develop the ability to co-operate and to 
communicate with others in helping to shape the drama.  The students will 
become familiar with the marine habitat and marine species.  The lesson can also 
be used to learn about the human impacts affecting animals that live in the ocean 
and developing solutions to create change.  (Note that this lesson plan is an 
extension of the Explorers Lesson Plan: A Whale’s Tale – Science - Living things). 
Skills Required 
Communicating, Co-operating, Questioning and Recording 
Learning Objectives: 
 
The child will be enabled to: 
 
Work in groups so to effectively 
communicate information, within their 
short drama, about the marine animal 
assigned to them. 

 
Effectively describe the appearance, 
habitat and diet of the marine animal 
their group has researched through the 
performance of a short drama. 
 
Develop an increasing awareness of 
marine species from wider 
environments. 

 
Share their awareness about human 
activity affecting animals in the ocean – 
and coming up with solutions to create 
change. 

 

Learning activities: 
 
Teacher directed approach 
Children will get into the same groups 
that they were in for the science lesson 
– A Whale’s Tale – Living Things, 
where they researched and collected 
information about marine animals 
around the world. 
 
The teacher will ask the children 
questions based on the marine animal 
their group had researched.  

 
The teacher will tell the class an 
anecdote about a whale who was about 
to embark on a journey around the 
world. The teacher will explain that 
while on his/her journey he/she will 
meet the marine animals that they had 
researched. 

 
Preparation for the Drama 
The teacher will remind the children to 
remember where in the ocean their 
marine animal is found (Country, depth, 
habitat etc.). The class will be 
encouraged to remember the location of 
their marine animal when writing their 
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script/poem/story/news report/song etc. 
(teachers can choose the genre of 
writing that is currently being studied 
with the class) for the drama. 
In their groups, the class will write their 
script/poem/story/news report/song etc. 
outlining what they are planning to say 
and do when the Whale(s) comes to 
visit them.  
 
Every child in the group must say 
something. Children will be encouraged 
to make sure that the location, 
appearance, habitat and diet of their 
marine animal are portrayed within their 
drama. They may need to refer to the 
worksheet that was completed prior to 
this lesson. 

 
The class can be given time to practice 
their drama. They can add movements 
so to portray who their animal character 
is. The children can use props that are 
associated with their marine animal. 

 
Preforming the drama 
The teacher or a group of children can 
adopt the role of the Blue Whale(s). If 
students are to become the whale, then 
they must research blue whales 
beforehand and write a 
script/song/poem/news report/story etc. 
of what they might say and do when 
they visit the other marine animals. 
They can use props to help portray the 
drama.  
 
The teacher/children will visit every 
group so that they all get to perform 
their short drama that depicts their 
marine animal. 

 
If the Atlantic Salmon is performed by 
one of the groups, Irish can be spoken 
as the Salmon could be found off the 
coast of Ireland.  
If the Atlantic Cod has been researched 
by a group, the students should be 
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encouraged to outline the Irish 
connection between Ireland and 
Newfoundland, Canada as Cod can be 
found there. This can be done by 
speaking Irish or talking about the 
history between Ireland and 
Newfoundland. 
 
As the whale travels around the ocean 
(e.g. Atlantic, Pacific etc) the animals 
should talk about the pollution being 
created by humans and how it affects 
their lives.   
 
A character should be introduced that 
can help the humans and animals 
create a solution to the pollution in the 
ocean. 
 
Talk and Discussion 
The children will discuss what they 
have learnt about each marine animal 
the Whale(s) encountered.  
 
Through questioning, the teacher 
should encourage the children to 
compare and contrast the marine 
animals to each other. 
 
Through discussion, the children will 
share their awareness about human 
activity affecting animals in the ocean – 
and come up with solutions and a 
message for the audience to create 
change. 
 
Resources 
• A Whale’s Tale – Science - living 

things lesson plan  
• A Whale’s Tale worksheet – part of 

the  A Whale’s Tale – Science - 
living things lesson plan  

• Pictures of marine animals from 
different parts of the world including: 
Atlantic salmon, Atlantic cod, Turtle, 
Giant squid, Narwhal and Great 
white shark, Seagull etc. 

• Props (such as hats, shells, buckets, 
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fans, umbrella, feathers, fairy wings) 
• Paper 

Differentiation: 
Teacher questioning – The teacher will ask the children higher and lower order 
questions depending on their abilities.  
Mixed-ability groupings - The teacher will ensure that the groups are created so 
that they account for the individual needs of all children in the classroom. 
Assessment: 
Teacher questioning – By asking questions throughout the lesson, the teacher will 
be able to assess what knowledge the class has gained. 
Teacher observation – The teacher will constantly observe the class while they 
are working so to assess if the class have grasped what is expected of them when 
they are performing their drama lesson. 
Teacher designed task – From the scripts that the class has written the teacher 
will be able to see what knowledge they have gained. 
Performance of the drama – From the performance of the drama, the teacher will 
be able to see what knowledge the class has gained about marine animals. 
Linkage and Integration: 
Science – Linked to a science lesson based on the researching of marine animals. 
Geography – Children are developing a sense of place through the exploration of 
marine species from all over the world. 
English – Children will improve their written and oral English skills through the 
drafting of a script and through the performance of the drama. 
Gaeilge – Groups that are assigned Atlantic cod or salmon can speak Irish to the 
Whale when he comes to the visit. 


