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Explorers Education Programme ™ i
Date Class Subject
Fifth and Sixth Class Geography
Strand Strand Unit
Environmental awareness and care Environmental awareness, Caring for the
environment
Title
Explorers Caring for our Ocean Action Board
Objectives

The aim of the lesson is for children to form a greater understanding of the ocean’s
influence on them and their influence on the ocean. The lesson aims to guide children with
creating a strategy to help care for the marine environment as an individual as well as
collectively at a local, national and global level.

Skills Required

The children will need to communicate effectively amongst their groups so to share their
opinions. The children will be expected to co-operate with each other and respect others
ideas and opinions.

Learning Objectives: Learning Activities

This lesson plan may need to be carried out | Talk and Discussion
over several periods as a project. The teacher will elicit from the children

reasons as to why the ocean is important to
The child should be enabled to:

humans (e.g. it provides over half the oxygen
1. Recognise aspects of human activities

we breathe, it affects our climate, we use

which may have positive or an adverse
y P the ocean to transport goods around the

effect on the ocean. world - trade, it provides us with food,

2. Explore the inter-relationships of human energy and jobs, leisure such as going to the

life and the ocean. . .
seashore, swimming and water sports).

3. Identify and discuss the solutions to the

local, national and global environmental The children will then think/pair/share on

issues that affect the ocean. " .
how the ocean has an influence on me and

4. Come to appreciate the individual . ”
Ome to appreciate the Individual, how | have an influence on the ocean”. The

community and national responsibility teacher will invite pairs to share their

for caring for the ocean. )
suggestions.

See below of images of the action board The teacher will begin a discussion with the

can be used as part of the class activity. children based on the topics listed below.
The children can be given the opportunity to

think/pair/share on the following topics:

e What are some awesome facts about
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the ocean?

e How does plastic affect the ocean
and the animals that live in it?

e Can | prevent plastic from entering
the ocean?

e How does burning fuels for energy
affect the ocean?

e Can | protect the ocean by reducing
my carbon footprint?

e Who looks after our local seashore?

e How can | prevent litter from
entering the ocean and keep my local
beach clean?

e What is sustainable fishing?

e How can | support sustainable fishing
and marine industries?

Brainstorming

The teacher will write ‘How can we care for
the ocean’? on the board. The children will
think/pair/share. The teacher will invite pairs
to share their suggestions. The teacher will
write their suggestions on the board.

Once the teacher can see that the children
understand how their actions influence the
ocean environment, the teacher will then
discuss with the students what actions can
be taken to create change such as helping
care for the ocean. The children will make
the suggestions while the teacher writes
them on the board.

The teacher and students should discuss
what can be done straight away:
e What will | do today?
e What can be done over the next
week?
e What will | do next week?
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e What can be done over the next
month
Suggestions will be written on the board.

The children will partake in a class discussion
on whether the ideas suggested will help the
ocean.

The class should collectively vote on what
actions the class will complete together to
create change and a caring ethic for the
ocean.

Encourage the students to come up with
their own ideas of sharing their message of
the importance of environmental care.

Additional class activities may include:

e introducing reduce, reused or
recycling approach in the classroom;

e create a postcard campaign sending a
message to industries, companies, to
reduce the use of plastics

e support sustainable fishing and
marine industries;

e adopt a beach and complete a beach
clean.

Caring for Our Marine Environment Action
Board

The “EXPLORERS CARING FOR OUR OCEAN
ACTION BOARD” can be displayed to the
class. The students are to examine the board
to see if there are any areas that they can
care for the ocean that they did not think of.

This poster may be downloaded from
www.explorers.ie. Alternatively, get the
students to design their own Marine
Environment Action Board.
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The children will then be given stickers or
can tick the areas of the actions on the
board they are going to take part in.

Talk and Discussion

Once every child has placed a sticker or mark
beside the actions they will take, the teacher
will invite them to explain to the person
beside them how they are going to achieve
this action. Pairs can then share what they
have been discussing.

The children can then fill in the box provided
on the action poster of additional actions
they can take to care for the ocean.

Resources

“EXPLORERS CARING FOR OUR OCEAN
ACTION BOARD” (Pdf available on
www.explorers.ie)

e Stickers

e Paper and markers

e Also complete a web search on plastic
tide, micro plastics, and ocean rescue for
more information relating to campaigns
to protect our marine environment.

Differentiation

Teacher Questioning — The teacher will ask the children higher and lower order questions
depending on their abilities.

Group-work — The teacher will place the children in groups depending on their abilities.

Assessment

Teacher observation — The teacher will observe and listen to the children as they are
discussing in their pairs so to see if they understand the influence the ocean has on them
and their influence on the ocean.

Teacher questioning — The teacher will ask questions throughout the lesson so to assess
their understanding of the topic.

Linkage and Integration

Science — Environmental awareness and care; Caring for the environment

English Oral Language — The children will be explaining to the class and to their pair how
they can help care for the ocean.

Art — The children can create their own action posters, postcard campaigns, sculptures, etc.



http://www.explorers.ie/

BB o

Explorers Education Programme ™ S

using paint and colour, fabric and fibre, construction (e.g. recycled items, etc.)

Irish — Children can use the Irish action board to complete this lesson plan.

SPHE — Children can learn about “myself, others and the wider world” looking at activities
relating to their school community, environmental care, world issues.




Sample of the English action board “Explorers Caring for Our Ocean Action Board”
available to download from teachers resources: www.explorers.ie.

ENPLORERS P
RING FOR OUR OCEAN  “==*
ACTION BOARD

I'WILL LET MY FRIENDS AND FAMILY KR0W SOML AWESOMI FACTS ABOUT THE OOLAN
& The cépas cowers Fo%h ol the plaset & Them is mom velcasss activity under Ihe oeean than on laed & The bigges) anisal cn
Tick the boxes to show Earh is callid the bl whal s nd seasums Up b 16 metres leng « Caly 5% of te aosan has been explored = Crer one thoused
whal m and 'b*‘"" class marine specias are baing discovenad by manne scigalists esch yoar

will do for the ocean.

WHAT MY CLASS WILL DO TODA'

| AM GOING TO LEARN HO'W THE DCEAN AFFECTS MUE AND HOW | AFFECT THE DCEAN
# {heer half the axpgen we breath comes from a microscopic plant called phytoplankion that lives i the cosan  The acean affects
odir climade and raisfall which infloences our weather & The ocean provides us with fiesh water thiough the water cpcle = Sadly,
over & billion tens of phistic s dumped is the come arcund the waorld eveny year which affects the rasine kabitats and animals
# The ocean absarks carbon from the atmosphess cawsing climae change and ooean acidification

| WILL PREVEMT PLASTIC FROM ENTERIWG THE O:OEAM BY REDUCING, RELSIRG AND RECYOLING PLASTIC
# Use a reusable waker bottle and lunch contalner # Use reusakbile shopping bags ® Reducs bm.llng peoducis that use phstc
packaging = Check the kels and avold using products that use micre-phstics (beads) In them, such as some soaps,
shampoos and toothpaste ® Place plastic litter in a recycling bin

| WILL HELP T PROTECT THE OCEAN BY RED LCING MY CAREON FOOTPRINT
& e sy gleciricity, such as baming off Fghts, pluggisg out the phose charper, TV and the compubes whes not i use
& Use ess carbon Rl Tor heating and gul an a jumper and socks when 8 get cold @ Usa e caban Riels fer Eransgan by
walking, cyeling, carpocling or use pullic (mnspen

I'WILL HELP PREVENT LITTER FRCOM ENTERIKG THE (XOEAN AND KEEP MY LOCAL BEACH CLEAN
* Take all of mw beleagings and nabibich with me altar visiting the seoshars + Veluntest 1o taka pam in & kecal Bsach 2leas
» DHganiss B POk eBMPATIES 1o peevant liltering » Ensourage sy scheal b ‘adept a banck fo halp cars for cur kacal envimnment

WHAT MY CLASS WILL DO
IN THE HEXT MONTH

IWILL SUPPORT THE SUSTAIMABLE FISHING AND MA&RINE INDUSTRIES
* Ear fish and bury marine products from sustainable Ashedes « Buy marise souvenis thal don’t esplicit endangened species,
such &5 corals and some shells

What else can my class do to care for the ocean?

www.explorers.ie B ExplorersMarineEducation
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Sample of the Irish action board “Explorers Curam Dar n-aigéan Clar gnimh” available to
download from teachers resources: www.explorers.ie.

EBUORES g
(RAMDARN-RIGEAN 2
CLAR GHIMH

TABHARFAIDH ME DOLAS FIOR-SPEISA0IL DO MO CHAIRDE AGLS D0 MO GHADLTA MAID IR LEKS &4 AGEAN

Cuir tic sna bosca le Lalspedint * T4 ro%t den phldinkad san aigisan = T nios mé gricmhaiccht bhclcinach Faoin aigéan i mar abi ar thalamh = Tugiar an
cad a dhéanfaidh to féin T-ainm sl M gomm aran ainmbahe = w0 ar Damhen agus & oeas ke e mbadar i B S Nil s olalaihe s2h £% ded piphas
agus ‘b rANg ar mh‘"'h- & T4 ealaithe saes ag thionnadh 67 nias ml nb mis s peioeas s gach BRain

leis an aigéan.

CAD A BHEIDH AR S10L &G W0 RANG INNIU

GHEOEHAIDH ME AMACH CIM TIOMCHAR ATA 5 AR MGLAN ORM3A AGUS CLN TIONCHAR ATA AGAMSA AR AN AIGLAN
= Tagsrn o= lonn leath den st=algin o ogaisid steach § phlanda micreascipach a chimalann san alpian « Bionn Hont har &g
& alpian ar & reaerdid agus s thikion biistl agus biann Honchar aipe sin ar an aimeir & Bhionn againm = Tugann an &gl yiscs
O diinn tid s timthriall uisce = Dumgdilie s os clonn B billidn fonna plaisieach san alp&an arfud an domibain gack bllsin ud 8
chuifednm istesch ar ghnishdgs agus a7 ainmhithe na mara = Sdnn an 1-aipien isteach carkdn fn aimaisiiar nod is cdis e kathad
aerfikhe apus |8 haiplad | an aigiin

STOPFAIDH ME PLAISTEACH O DIUL ISTEATH SAN AIGEAR TRl PHLAISTEACH A LAGHDU, A ATHOSAID AGUS & ATHCHORSEIL
& b5 fiidin T Bugichball disce aguis Bonda 16n & athisdid & B i lam mdlai siopaddirsachia & atbsasiid @ N6 ceannaigh an aimad
14irgl a dsdideann pacdisii plaksbeach = Saicadil sa lipdid agus nd kiEdid 18igl isa n-gs3id ear miceeg phistaach (zloichini,
coa il b= rodnnt gallinach, searmgd apus taos fiscla ® Cuir Buscar plaisteach | mbesca athcbirdia

CADHROIDH ME CHUN AN T-A1GLAN & CHOSAINT TR MO LORG CARBOIN & LAGHD D
= WA Riishid a8 ciread leictresthais, mich soilss, larming amack an luchigie i, an wilils agus an iemhaine nuair nach
mizionn sizd in dsiid = Mé hdsdld an oieead beeoslal carkéin | gromhairteasa ages culr geansal apes stocal o féin suaka
dirfcan an aesir fuar & KA hissid an oiraad breoslal carbiin | geomhain iomoas agus Wigh ag sl g rethasacht,
ralnn car e daine aile sé bain (=85 as lompar poibli

CARHRENDH ME CHUN COSC & CHUR &% BHRLISCAR ATA AG DUL ISTEACH SAN AIGEAH AGLS CHUM MO THRA AMOIL &
CHOSMMEAIL GLAM
* Tabharfaidk mé meo chuid rudal’ apes mo Bhruuscar liom ® Beidh =8sta orm chun pdin a sglackidh i nglanadh suas i@
= Eagrdidh mil fegchias pastagir chun cosc a chur ar chaithsamh beuscair« Spesagfaidh ma an scoil chus o a fhail arakmma
thum aire a thabhairt ddr dtimpealiacht &itidil

CAD A BHEIDH AR AG MO RANG
AS SEQ GO CEANN Mlosa

TACOIDH ME LEZS MA TIONSCARL ASCAIREACHTA AGUS MUIRT INBHLANAITHE
# kasfaldh mé lasc apus ceannbldh mé tdigl mulkd & [ascalgh inbhearaithe # Ceanndldh mé zarad ozlmhbneachiin rach
ndéanann dishaothnd ar spelcls atd | mbaed, cosdll e ol agus rolnnt sllogén

Cad eile is feidir le mo rang a dhéanamh chun aire a thabhairt don aigéan?

weplorers.ie B ExplorersMarin
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