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Date Class 

Fifth and Sixth Class 
 

Subject 
Geography 

 Strand 
Environmental awareness and care 

Strand Unit 
Environmental awareness, Caring for the 
environment 

Title  
Explorers Caring for our Ocean Action Board 
Objectives 
The aim of the lesson is for children to form a greater understanding of the ocean’s 
influence on them and their influence on the ocean.  The lesson aims to guide children with 
creating a strategy to help care for the marine environment as an individual as well as 
collectively at a local, national and global level.  
Skills Required 
The children will need to communicate effectively amongst their groups so to share their 
opinions. The children will be expected to co-operate with each other and respect others 
ideas and opinions. 
Learning Objectives: 

This lesson plan may need to be carried out 
over several periods as a project. 

The child should be enabled to: 
1. Recognise aspects of human activities 

which may have positive or an adverse 
effect on the ocean. 

2. Explore the inter-relationships of human 
life and the ocean. 

3. Identify and discuss the solutions to the 
local, national and global environmental 
issues that affect the ocean. 

4. Come to appreciate the individual, 
community and national responsibility 
for caring for the ocean. 
 
See below of images of the action board 
can be used as part of the class activity. 
 
 

 

Learning Activities 

Talk and Discussion 
The teacher will elicit from the children 
reasons as to why the ocean is important to 
humans (e.g. it provides over half the oxygen 
we breathe, it affects our climate, we use 
the ocean to transport goods around the 
world - trade, it provides us with food, 
energy and jobs, leisure such as going to the 
seashore, swimming and water sports).  
 
The children will then think/pair/share on 
“how the ocean has an influence on me and 
how I have an influence on the ocean”. The 
teacher will invite pairs to share their 
suggestions. 
 
The teacher will begin a discussion with the 
children based on the topics listed below. 
The children can be given the opportunity to 
think/pair/share on the following topics: 
 

• What are some awesome facts about 
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 the ocean?  

• How does plastic affect the ocean 
and the animals that live in it?  

• Can I prevent plastic from entering 
the ocean?   

• How does burning fuels for energy 
affect the ocean?  

• Can I protect the ocean by reducing 
my carbon footprint?  

• Who looks after our local seashore? 
• How can I prevent litter from 

entering the ocean and keep my local 
beach clean? 

• What is sustainable fishing?  
• How can I support sustainable fishing 

and marine industries?   

Brainstorming 
The teacher will write ‘How can we care for 
the ocean’? on the board. The children will 
think/pair/share. The teacher will invite pairs 
to share their suggestions. The teacher will 
write their suggestions on the board.  
 
Once the teacher can see that the children 
understand how their actions influence the 
ocean environment, the teacher will then 
discuss with the students what actions can 
be taken to create change such as helping 
care for the ocean. The children will make 
the suggestions while the teacher writes 
them on the board.  
 
The teacher and students should discuss 
what can be done straight away: 

• What will I do today? 
• What can be done over the next 

week? 
• What will I do next week? 
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• What can be done over the next 

month  
Suggestions will be written on the board. 
 
The children will partake in a class discussion 
on whether the ideas suggested will help the 
ocean.  
 
The class should collectively vote on what 
actions the class will complete together to 
create change and a caring ethic for the 
ocean. 
 
Encourage the students to come up with 
their own ideas of sharing their message of 
the importance of environmental care.   
 
Additional class activities may include: 

• introducing reduce, reused or 
recycling approach in the classroom; 

• create a postcard campaign sending a 
message to industries, companies,  to 
reduce the use of plastics 

• support sustainable fishing and 
marine industries;   

• adopt a beach and complete a beach 
clean. 

 
Caring for Our Marine Environment Action 
Board 
The “EXPLORERS CARING FOR OUR OCEAN 
ACTION BOARD” can be displayed to the 
class. The students are to examine the board 
to see if there are any areas that they can 
care for the ocean that they did not think of. 
 
This poster may be downloaded from 
www.explorers.ie.  Alternatively, get the 
students to design their own Marine 
Environment Action Board. 
 

http://www.explorers.ie/
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The children will then be given stickers or 
can tick the areas of the actions on the 
board they are going to take part in.  
 
Talk and Discussion 
Once every child has placed a sticker or mark 
beside the actions they will take, the teacher 
will invite them to explain to the person 
beside them how they are going to achieve 
this action. Pairs can then share what they 
have been discussing. 
 
The children can then fill in the box provided 
on the action poster of additional actions 
they can take to care for the ocean. 
 
Resources 
• “EXPLORERS CARING FOR OUR OCEAN 

ACTION BOARD” (Pdf available on 
www.explorers.ie) 

• Stickers 
• Paper and markers 
• Also complete a web search on plastic 

tide, micro plastics, and ocean rescue for 
more information relating to campaigns 
to protect our marine environment. 

Differentiation 
Teacher Questioning – The teacher will ask the children higher and lower order questions 
depending on their abilities. 
Group-work – The teacher will place the children in groups depending on their abilities. 

Assessment 
Teacher observation – The teacher will observe and listen to the children as they are 
discussing in their pairs so to see if they understand the influence the ocean has on them 
and their influence on the ocean. 
Teacher questioning – The teacher will ask questions throughout the lesson so to assess 
their understanding of the topic.  

Linkage and Integration 
Science – Environmental awareness and care; Caring for the environment 
English Oral Language – The children will be explaining to the class and to their pair how 
they can help care for the ocean. 
Art – The children can create their own action posters, postcard campaigns, sculptures, etc. 

http://www.explorers.ie/
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using paint and colour, fabric and fibre, construction (e.g. recycled items, etc.) 
Irish – Children can use the Irish action board to complete this lesson plan. 
SPHE – Children can learn about “myself, others and the wider world” looking at activities 
relating to their school community, environmental care, world issues. 



Sample of the English action board “Explorers Caring for Our Ocean Action Board”  
available to download from teachers resources: www.explorers.ie.                                                             

http://www.explorers.ie/


Sample of the Irish action board “Explorers Cúram Dár n-aigéan Clár gnímh” available to 
download from teachers resources: www.explorers.ie.                                                             

 

http://www.explorers.ie/

