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ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE

Introduction and 
Organisational Structure
The Marine Institute is the national agency for marine research, 
technology, development and innovation. We seek to assess 
and realise the economic potential of Ireland’s marine resource, 
promote sustainable development of marine industry through 
strategic funding programmes and essential scientific services, 
as well as safeguard Ireland’s natural marine resource through 
research and environmental monitoring.

Ireland has a marine resource of approx 880,000 km2 under 
the sea, which is over ten times its land area. The Marine 
Institute promotes the sustainable development of this vast 
marine resource through research, the application of new 
technologies and by providing management advice to industry, 
the Government and the EU.

The Institute provides essential marine research 
services including:

•	 National research and development funding 		   
programmes

•	 Fish stock assessment and management advice
•	 Fish  health services
•	 Marine food safety monitoring
•	 Environmental monitoring
•	 Research vessel operations
•	 Seabed mapping
•	 Data management
•	 Maritime development services

The Marine Institute has five service areas and the Office of 
the CEO. The service areas include:

•	 Corporate Services
•	 Ocean Science and Information Services
•	 Marine Environment and Food Safety Services
•	 Fisheries Ecosystems Advisory Services
•	 Irish Maritime Development Office

The organisation is supported by a strong focus on corporate 
governance with an emphasis on prudent financial management, 
which was an important contributor to the success of the 
Institute during the challenging economic period during 2014. 
This report highlights the key deliverables and progress made 
towards our vision during 2014.
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Prof Patricia Barker is a Fellow of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants in Ireland, having qualified 
in 1973. Prof Barker completed an MPhil in Gender 
Studies in Trinity College. Her PhD developed a 
paradigm of disclosure of financial information to 
employees in organisations. She served her articles 
with Stokes Bros. and Pim in Dublin and worked in 
Peat, Marwick Mitchell in Manchester. Prof Barker 
then became a partner in an accounting practice in 
Manchester for six years and worked in Manchester 
University as a principal lecturer. 

Prof Barker was appointed lecturer in Dublin City 
University (DCU) in 1980 and progressed through 
senior lecturer, Associate Dean (Business School) 
and University Vice-President (Academic) of DCU. 
She has worked as a visiting professor in universities 
in New York, Boston, Angers, Malawi, Dares Salaam, 
Sydney and Cape Town and has been an external 
examiner for universities and professional bodies. 
She served as Chairman of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountant’s Accounting Committee for eight years 
and on the Council of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants for four years in the 1990’s. She is 
currently a member of the Council. She represented 

Ireland on the Accounting Standards Board in 
London for nine years. She chaired the expert group 
reporting to the European Union on the role, structure 
and functions of the European Court of Auditors. She 
had several tours of duty as Election Supervisor for 
the OSCE in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Republica Serpska, 
South Africa, Kosovo, Kazakhstan and Belarus. 

Prof Barker worked as a Human Rights Monitor in 
Israel and Palestine. She has been a member of the 
boards including: Women’s Aid, Sonas Housing 
Association, the National Chamber Choir and the 
Higher Education Authority (chairing the Audit 
Committee). She was also the Chairman of the Irish 
Blood Transfusion Service for three years. 

Prof Barker is currently a Director of Dublin Bus Ltd. 
and Veritas Ltd (chairing the Audit Committees in 
both). She is currently a voluntary counsellor and 
trainer for the Dublin Rape Crisis Centre. She has 
written books on Group Accounting, Flexible Working 
in the Profession and more recently on women who 
have succeeded in the Accountancy profession and 
on Corporate Governance and Professional Ethics.   

Dr John Killeen is an engineer and a native of 
County Roscommon who became an Honorary 
Freeman of Galway City in 2012. His career spans 
working with Local Government with a multi-
national construction company (which built the 
Grand Canal tunnel in Dublin in 1973) and seven 
years with Shell International subsidiary. Dr Killeen 
was President of Engineers Ireland 1995-1996 and 
founding President of the Academy of Engineering 
in Ireland in 1996-1998. He is a retired CEO of Colas 
Group in Ireland and a retired managing director 
of Cold Chon Galway Ltd. Dr Killeen was appointed 

to the West Northwest Hospital Group Board in 
2013 and is currently acting as the Interim Chair. 
In 2009 he was chairman of the Volvo Ocean Race 
event in Galway and in 2012 was president of the 
Volvo Ocean Race finale and festival. It broke all 
attendance records for a sporting event in Ireland 
and was worth about €80m in tourism and 
business income to the city. Dr Killeen is President 
of the Timoney Leadership Institute - a charity 
which promotes International leadership training 
for Irish CEO’s.

Dr John Killeen (2014 – 2019)

Prof Patricia Barker (2013 – 2018)

Mr David Owens (F.C.A) is currently Senior Vice 
President, of Finance and Operations for SolarWinds 
(NYSE: SWI). Prior to joining SolarWinds, Mr 
Owens worked for Red Hat, Inc., an enterprise 
software company, for over seven years, where 

he served initially as Director of Global Logistics 
and Production and then as Senior Director of 
Finance - EMEA. Mr Owens qualified as a chartered 
accountant with Ernst and Young and is a member of 
the Institute of Chartered Accountants in Ireland.

Mr David Owens (2012 - 2017)

Board Members
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BOARD MEMBERS  

Mr Francis Coyle had a long career with Donegal 
County Council serving in various posts from 1974 
to 2010. From 2001 he was Director of Services for 
Planning and Economic Development. He worked 
with Letterkenny Town Council and was also 
Manager of Ballyshannon Town Council from 2005 
to 2010. He was the Council’s European Liaison 
Officer with the Conference of Peripheral Maritime 
Regions for 16 years. 

During the period 1995 to 1999 he managed 
the Council’s multi million pound Peace and 

Reconciliation funding and was Secretary to the 
Donegal Task Force for Peace and Reconciliation. 
Mr Coyle has also worked closely with the 
International Fund for Ireland and other funding 
mechanisms such as the EU Inter-Regional 
Cooperation Programme (INTERREG), and Peace lll 
to develop multi-faceted community and recreation 
regeneration projects designed to enhance towns 
and villages, both in Donegal and on a cross border 
basis. He is a past Director of Donegal Airport 
Company Ltd and is currently engaged in project 
management and coordination.

Mr Francis Coyle (2010 – 2015)

Mr Paul Hyde (BSc Arch, MA, MPlan, MRIAI, RIBA) 
is the managing partner in the Hyde Partnership 
Architects and Town Planners, a multi-disciplinary 
design and planning practice. He holds degrees in 
both Architecture and Planning and Sustainable 
Development and is a member of the Royal Institute 
of Architects of Ireland (RIAI), the Royal Institute 
of British Architects (RIBA) and  the Irish Planning 
Institute (IPI).  

Mr Hyde has over 16 years of professional 
experience relating to the building environment 
including both terrestrial and coastal development 
and spatial planning.  In addition to his role in the 
Hyde Partnership he holds a number of committee 
memberships including: The Irish Planning 
Institute, Southern Branch; The Royal Institute of 
Architects in Ireland, Southern Branch; and the 
Cork Chamber of Commerce.

Mr Paul Hyde (2012 – April 2014)

Mr Lorcán Ó Cinnéide (BA) is a former Chief 
Executive of the Irish Fish Producers Organisation, 
a leading fishing industry representative body. Mr 
Ó Cinnéide is a graduate in Economics and Politics 
from Trinity College Dublin.  He is also a former 
fishing vessel owner. 

Mr Ó Cinnéide was an active member of the EU 
Northwestern Waters Regional Advisory Council 
and a wide range of other fisheries management 

and advisory bodies in Ireland and at EU level. 
He has been an expert advisor to the EU on the 
evaluation of marine research programmes and has 
been involved in fishing industry development and 
representation for the past 20 years. 

Mr Ó Cinnéide is currently a member of the 
Aquaculture Licences Appeals Board, Chairman of 
Comhairle Raidió na Gaeltachta and Secretary of 
the Blasket Island Foundation. 

Mr Lorcán Ó Cinnéide (2010 - February 2015)

Mr Donal Kelly is Managing Director of Fast Fish Ltd, 
a successful fish sales and oil supply business based 
in Castletownbere. Mr Kelly served on the Celtic Sea 
Herring Management Committee for 10 years and 
on the West Pelagic Committee for three years. Mr 
Kelly has served on a number of Boards both in the 

private and voluntary sector.  He has been a Cork 
County Community and voluntary fora, Cork County 
Development Board and has acted as Chairman 
of Castletownbere GAA, Management Committee 
of Berehaven Golf Club and Castletownbere 
Community Development Association.

Mr Donal Kelly (2013 – 2018)
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The Board of the Marine Institute maintained 
a strong focus on corporate governance 
throughout 2014 and had good engagement 
with the executive management team in 
the annual review of the Strategic Business 
Plan, to be revised and updated by the end of 
Quarter 1 2015. 

We were pleased to welcome John Evans back 
to the management team to join the Office of 
the CEO following a period of leave. 

We saw progress on the implementation 
of the Galway Statement signed here at 
the marine Institute, 24th May 2013, with 
the successful Marine Institute BG14 
project submission, which was awarded in 
November, subject to contract.  The Institute 
also supported a European Commission 
Workshop on Atlantic Seabed Mapping, held 
at Dublin Castle 2nd December 2014, another 
important step towards implementing the 
Galway Statement.  

The Institute provided key support for the 
work of the Marine Coordination Group, 

participating in the group’s Bureau activities, 
including the preparation of the Annual 
Report on progress of Harnessing Our 
Ocean Wealth. The Institute also played a 
central role in organising the first Annual 
Harnessing Our Ocean Wealth Conference 
which took place in Dublin Castle 18th June 
2014 attended by over 400 delegates. The 
team at the Institute also provided significant 
support to help drive the Development Task 
Force, co-chaired by Dr Peter Heffernan. 

The Marine Institute was active and 
influential across a range of international 
fora and research bodies relevant to our 
national remit, for example, the International 
Council for the Exploration of the Seas 
(ICES), OSPAR, The Joint Programming 
Initiative Healthy and Productive Seas and 
Oceans (JPI Oceans), and the European 
Marine Board.

The 12th edition of the benchmark Irish 
Maritime Transport Economist, published 
by our Irish Maritime Development Office, 
found evidence to support the growing 

Chairman’s Statement

Simon Coveney, T.D., Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Peter Heffernan, CEO Marine Institute, Taoiseach, Enda Kenny, 
Miguel Marques, PricewaterhouseCoopers and John Killeen, Chairman, Marine Institute at the Our Ocean Wealth Conference held at 
the Printworks, Dublin Castle, June 2014.
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CHAIRMAN’S STATEMENT 

optimism about the recovery of the Irish economy. We 
made significant progress in deepening the strategic 
partnership with the IDA and our embassies in key target 
markets for shipping services, e.g. Germany, China, and 
Singapore, throughout 2014. The IMDO also played a key 
role in the engine room provided by the Marine Institute 
to support the work of the Marine Coordination Group’s 
Development Task Force.  

We re-launched our website www.marine.ie in December 
2014 to enhance the delivery of online information and 
services to our customers.

Our internal audit committee and the executive carried 
out an intensive range of internal audits which reported 
maximum levels of assurance on a broad range of controls 
to the Marine Institute Board.

The CEO and I engaged with senior management at the 
Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine on critical 
workforce planning issues, examining reduced staffing 
levels against the backdrop of substantially increased 
service demands.

The Institute achieved Excellence Through People (ETP) 
Accreditation under the NSAI Standard - ETP 1000:2012, 
for the 10th consecutive year since 2005, showing our 
commitment to staff development.

Such achievements are possible because of the 
commitment of the Chief Executive, management and 
staff of the Institute, who maintain an admirable focus and 
commitment to the shared vision of “a thriving maritime 
economy in harmony with the ecosystem and supported 
by the delivery of excellence in our services.” 

On behalf of the Marine Institute Board, I look forward to 
sharing that focus and working alongside the executive 
management team to ensure that we have an ‘eye on the 
ball’ at all times.

John Killeen
Chairman, Marine Institute

Chairman’s Statement

Craig McClean, NOAA, Peter Heffernan, CEO Marine Institute, Stephen Locke, Geological Survey of Canada, John Bell, Director 
Bioeconomy, DG Research and Innovation at the Atlantic Seabed Mapping Workshop, December 2014.

http://www.marine.ie


6 MARINE INSTITUTE // ANNUAL REPORT 2014

We worked hard this year to build on the 2013 
Irish Presidency achievements of the ‘Galway 
Statement’ and reform of the Central Fisheries 
Policy (CFP), and played a central role in their 
implementation. We joined colleagues in 
Europe, Canada and the USA to assist with 
developing work programmes to implement 
the Galway Statement and submitted a 
successful proposal for Horizon 2020 (BG14) 
funding with a project called the Atlantic 
Ocean Research Alliance Coordination and 
Support Action (AORAC-SA). The project aims 
to provide scientific, technical and logistical 
support to the European Commission in 
developing and implementing trans-Atlantic 
Marine Research Cooperation between the 
European Union, the United States of America 
and Canada. As project co-ordinator we look 
forward to playing a central role once contracts 
are in place in 2015.

We worked with the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine (DAFM) to support CFP 
reform on key areas such as the introduction of 
the ban on discards and the preparation of the 
new European and Maritime Fisheries Fund 
(EMFF).

Ireland’s marine researchers won €5.5m 
in Horizon 2020 competitive funding in 
the areas of Blue Growth and Sustainable 
Food and Security in 2014 showing the high 
standard of marine science  being carried out 
across the State, third-level and SME sectors. 
Our own Marine Research Programme 
invested €4.4m in competitive research 
funding in 2014. 

Marine Environment and Food Safety 
Services continued to deliver a critical suite of 
monitoring, advisory & technical support and 
research services to Government departments 
including DAFM, DEC&LG, DAH&G, and 
DCENR. These services are essential for 
the operation of national licensing schemes 
(Aquaculture and Fisheries; Foreshore) and 
compliance with a range of EU Directives such 
as MSFD and the Habitats Directive.

Our researchers secured competitive food 
research funding through DAFM’s FIRM 
programme to carry out three significant 
research projects that address the needs of 
the aquaculture and seafood industry in the 
areas of shellfish health and seafood safety, 

Chief Executive’s Report

Randy Gillespie, Director, Centre for Applied Ocean Technology, Memorial University Newfoundland, Alan Stevenson, Marine Geology 
Team Leader, British Geological Survey, Dr Peter Heffernan, CEO Marine Institute, Pål Buhl-Mortensen, Senior Research Scientist, 
Institute of Marine Research, Norway, Andy Armstrong, Co-Director, Joint Hydrographic Centre, University of New Hampshire, USA and 
Professor Phil Weaver, Seascape Consultant, EMODNET UK at the Atlantic Seabed Mapping Workshop, Dublin Castle, December 2014.
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT 

collaborating with research partners in the National 
University of Ireland, Galway, University College Cork, and 
University College Dublin. 

Fisheries Ecosystem and Advisory Services provided 
critical scientific advisory services to the Department of 
Agriculture Food and the Marine in implementing CFP 
and delivering Ireland‘s scientific obligations under the 
Data Collection Framework, as well as Natura 2000 and 
the Marine Strategy Framework Directive.  We produced 
the Annual Stock Book 2014 which provides key scientific 
data for the EU Council of Ministers fisheries negotiations 
in December. Our FEAS team also secured significant 
funding for the period to 2020 under the new European 
Maritime and Fisheries fund for fisheries data collection, 
as well as carrying out a major programme of fisheries 
surveys and research projects.

In 2014 the RV Celtic Voyager was fitted with a new 
multibeam system for seabed mapping and we saw 
another excellent performance by our research vessels 
across a range of multi-purpose scientific surveys.

Our programme of trans-Atlantic surveys continued in 
partnership with Memorial University, Newfoundland and 
Irish research colleagues. 

Our seabed mapping team played a key role in INFOMAR, 
the flagship national seabed mapping programme 
carried out in partnership with the Geological Survey of 
Ireland. Oceanographic Services provided modelling and 
forecasting services as well as contributing to research 
with our scientific service teams and operating ocean 
energy test site services and the national weather buoy 
network.

We welcomed a number of visitors to the Marine Institute 
throughout the year including the newly appointed US 
Ambassador to Ireland, Kevin O’Malley on 14th November 
2014.  Also in November we opened our doors to more 

than 300 transition year students for demonstrations in 
fisheries and seafood safety, as well as an exhibition on 
marine careers and training opportunities including our 
annual bursar programme for third-level students.
We hosted a Central Bank of Ireland launch, 1st September, 
of a coin to commemorate Irish born inventor of the 
modern submarine, John Philip Holland [1841 -1914]. With 
our own unmanned submarine, the ROV Holland I as a 
backdrop, the event highlighted Ireland’s long tradition of 
marine innovation.  

I sincerely thank the staff of the Marine Institute for their 
commitment and consistent high standard of service 
delivery and the Board for their dedication and diligence 
in maintaining the highest standards in corporate 
governance. 

Peter Heffernan
Chief Executive

Chief Executive’s Report

Orange Brisingids were one of the many species sampled by 
scientists aboard the Research Vessel Celtic Explorer. The ROV 
Holland 1 provided a way of sampling deep-sea animals without 
impacting the ecosystem.

Adrian Ahearn, Central Bank, Peter Heffernan, CEO Marine Institute and 
Paul Molumby, Director of Currencies at the Central Bank, at the launch 
of the limited edition Silver Proof Collector coin in commemoration of 
John Philip Holland at the Marine Institute, Oranmore.
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The gradual improvement of the economic 
environment together with some limited 
recruitment moved the outlook in 2014 to 
one of growth and optimism with a focus on 
maximising value for money to stakeholders 
through the provision of a highly responsive, 
customer driven service and a continued 
emphasis on strong corporate governance 
and providing value for money.

Highlights of 2014 included:
The retention of Excellence Through 
People (ETP) Accreditation under the NSAI 
Standard - ETP 1000:2012. ETP is Ireland’s 
only national human resource management 
scheme dedicated to the role of people and 
their impact on business. The Marine Institute 
has held this prestigious award continually 
since 2005, which reflects the Institute’s 
investment in our staff who play a key role 
in maximizing the efficiency of our business 
and building up organisational capabilities.

Compliance with the Code of Practice for the 
Governance of State Bodies including regular 
internal audits reported maximum levels of 
assurance and best practice procurement. 

The investment of €4.4m under the Marine 
Research Programme including €3m for 
ship-time on-board the national research 
vessels the RV Celtic Explorer and the RV 
Celtic Voyager together with €1.4m on 
research projects and infrastructure.

Quarterly risk management reporting to 
the Internal Audit Committee coupled 
with a review of risk policy and a monthly 
review of the Risk Register by the Risk 
Officer. Understanding the risks we face and 
managing them appropriately enhances the 
Institute’s ability to make better decisions, 
deliver on objectives and subsequently 
improve performance. 

The redevelopment and launch of a modern 
and innovative new website 
www.marine.ie which had over 250,000 
visits in 2014. With a huge range of on-line 
services and the ability to be accessed from 
mobile devices, the website will improve 
the way we interact with customers and  the 
service we provide to them. 

Energy saving initiatives got underway 
with modest but important savings already 
accruing by the end of 2014, with a detailed 
programme identified for implementation in 
2015. 

Ms Caroline Bocquel
Director Corporate Services

Director’s Statement

Corporate Services
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CORPORATE SERVICES 

Human Resources
2014 was a year that focused on adding value to the 
services and supports that the Institute delivers under our 
Corporate Strategy while ensuring engagement with and 
the development of our staff. 

The Marine Institute was involved with a number of 
European and international research projects that saw the 
recruitment of five project funded temporary personnel to 
support delivery of research in the areas of oceanography, 
fisheries and  ecosystems, shellfish safety and data 
development. Two new members of staff joined the Irish 
Maritime Development Office. We continued to support 
initiatives for the development of graduates and those on 
the live register with placements for 11 recently qualified 
graduates (stagiaires) on 50 week work experience 
programmes and 20 job bridge internships. These 
placements were across a range of scientific, technical and 
administration disciplines with 65 percent of stagiaires 
securing employment and 17 percent returning for further 
study and 81 percent of Interns securing employment 
with other organisations or returning to full time study for 
either a Masters or PhD. 

Our Excellence Through People Accreditation under the 
NSAI Standard - ETP 1000:2012 was retained in 2014. 
This reflected our ethos and values as an organisation, 
focused on effective communications and investing in 
the lifelong learning and development of staff.  Our 2014 
Learning and Development programme concentrated 
on personal and management development, strategic 
management  and planning and health  and safety. The 
programme included the provision of essential training 
and development, investment in third level programmes, 
coaching programmes and personal development to 
ensure delivery of Work Programme Priorities and the 
Corporate Strategy resulted in an investment of over 
€350,000 (3.85 percent of payroll).

Eight meetings were held by the Marine Institute’s 
health and safety committee with representatives 
from all locations delivering an ETP Quality Accredited 

Programme. Throughout the year over 21 risk 
assessments took place with 13 minor incidents being 
reported in 2014. The annual health, safety and employee 
wellbeing week took place in December 2014, which 
included workshops on mindfulness, mental wellbeing as 
well as first aid and fire safety. 

Finance
The Marine Institute continues to comply with the 
code of practice for the governance of State bodies. An 
independent review of the Institute’s compliance with 
the code and of the internal controls system in place in 
the Institute was undertaken in 2014, which found that 
the Institute has comprehensive policies and procedures 
covering the key areas of governance and internal control 
with corporate governance given high priority within the 
organisation. 

Under the stewardship of the internal audit committee, 
the Marine Institute continued to undertake internal 
audits in 2014. All four audits affirmed the Institute’s high 
standards of governance and ensuring that an effective 
system of internal control is maintained and operated. 
Audits included the code of practice, review of the system 
of internal financial controls, contract management and IT 
policies, with any internal audit recommendations arising 
actioned and reported to the internal audit committee 
and to the board of the Marine Institute. The internal 
audit plan for the period 2015 – 2016 was developed 
during 2014 and reflects the risks identified in the Marine 
Institute risk register, the requirements of the Comptroller 
and Auditor General and the internal audit committee. 

The Marine Institute’s financial procedures and policies 
were updated during 2014 and there continues to be a 
strong public procurement ethos and focus throughout 
the Marine Institute.   In 2014, 43 tenders were issued of 
which six were published on the Official Journal of the 
European Communities. Centralised purchasing and the 
use of the Office of Government Procurement as proven 
to be an efficient and effective means of reducing costs 
and generating savings and will continue into 2015. 

Transition year students attended the Marine 
Institute’s Transition year open day during 
the Galway Science and Technology Festival, 
November 2014.

The SMART Operational Oceanography post 
graduate training programme aboard the RV 
Celtic Voyager provides integrated advanced 
training in operational oceanography, June 2014.

The Marine Institute launched 
a new website, based on 
responsive design, in December 
2014.
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It is the policy of the Marine Institute to ensure that 
all invoices are paid promptly within the terms of the 
Prompt Payment of Accounts Act, 1997 and the European 
Communities (Late Payment in Commercial Transactions) 
Regulations 2012. Systems and procedures are in place 
enabling invoices to be tracked and to ensure that 
payments are made in a timely and efficient manner. 

Facilities
The Facilities team is primarily based in the headquarters 
in Oranmore and comprises of staff working in reception, 
stores, maintenance, administration and procurement. 
The main functions of the team are the provision of safe 
working environments, providing procurement services 
and offering excellent customer support throughout all 
Institute facilities, whilst maintaining these facilities to a 
high standard in a cost efficient manner.

One of the core objectives for the team for 2014 was to 
achieve cost efficiencies through centralised purchasing 
together with the promotion and use of Office of 
Government Procurement (OGP) frameworks and 
contracts. Members of the team are now providing advice 
and assistance to the organisation for procurement 
in respect of OGP frameworks. A large number of 
laboratory consumables are now purchased through a 
framework, resulting in significant financial savings to 
the Institute.

The centralised reception in Oranmore responded to 
11,500 incoming telephone queries throughout 2014.  
Maintenance dealt with 404 non scheduled maintenance 
issues that were raised and closed out during the 
year. The key objective for the specialist and general 
maintenance engineers is to ensure smooth operations 
throughout the facilities and maintain the buildings, plant 
and equipment to a very high operating standard. The 
planned preventative maintenance covers 35 specialist 
building services, and involves a total of 59 site visits.

Library Services
The Marine Institute’s Open Access Repository (OAR) 
(http://oar.marine.ie/), managed and maintained by the 
library, is an online full text collection of all the Marine 
Institute and staff publications. At the end of 2014, OAR 
held 927 publications and received 17,644 visits, an 
increase in visits of almost 10 percent on 2013, which 
could be attributed to OARs integration into RIAN late 
2013. RIAN is the national portal that enables searches 
across all Irish research publications. Horizon 2020 
mandates that all funding proposals outline how they will 
make their research output open access. OAR provides 
this function for the Marine Institute, ensuring that all 
funding proposals are fully compliant. 

The library coordinated a book drive and collected 15 
boxes of books donated by Marine Institute staff. These 
were donated to Better World Books with all proceeds of 
the sale going to Irish National Adult Literacy Awareness.
In 2014, library services were put to tender and a four year 

contract was awarded for continued library services in the 
Marine Institute.

Communications
In 2014 we redeveloped and launched our new website 
www.marine.ie based on responsive design to meet the 
changing needs of our website visitors. Our website 
can now easily be viewed from a range of devices. The 
website received 252,361 visits with 155,622 returning 
visitors during 2014. 

We continued to develop social media engagement on 
platforms such as Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter and 
our scientists@sea blog where scientists blog about their 
surveys aboard the RV Celtic Explorer and RV Celtic 
Voyager.

Our Explorers Education Programme grew to reach 100 
primary schools in the West of Ireland in 2014. A pilot 
module-based programme trialled in Galway during 
2013–14 was rolled out in Clare, Mayo and Sligo, in 
association with Galway Atlantaquaria and the County 
Education Centres during the 2014–15 school year. 
The programme continued successfully in the East and 
South with 12 primary schools participating in Dublin/
Wicklow with Blackrock Education Centre and Bray Sea 
Life and 19 primary schools participating at the Lifetime 
Lab, Cork. In July, we ran a week long Explorers teacher 
training course together with Galway Atlantaquaria 
and the Galway Education Centre. Up to 50 new lesson 
plans, using marine themes, were developed for the 
Explorers Education Programme that supports the Irish 
NCCA Primary School Curriculum.  The lesson plans are 
available in English and Irish on www.explorers.ie.  This 
project was funded by Science Foundation Ireland and 
coordinated by Galway Atlantaquaria, with the support 
of the Marine Institute. In late 2014 we commenced an  
external evaluation of the Explorers programme with 
the aim of developing the programme further to meet 
the objectives of Harnessing our Ocean Wealth - An 
Integrated Marine Plan for Ireland which highlights the 
development of the programme as a key action.

In November we welcomed 300 transition year students 
to the Oranmore headquarters in association with the 
Galway Science and Technology Festival and the EU Sea 
for Society project.  The students enjoyed presentations 
and demonstrations by staff of their work as well as a tour 
of the labs.

We supported a number of events throughout the 
year including the first annual ‘Our Ocean Wealth’ 
Conference in Dublin Castle in June, and a European 
Commission workshop in Dublin Castle in December on 
the implementation of the ‘Galway Statement’ (Appendix 
9) focusing on Atlantic seabed mapping.  This event was 
attended by EU, US and Canadian participants to establish 
key priorities and approaches for targeted seabed 
mapping to support ocean observation and forecasting 
capabilities.  



MARINE INSTITUTE // ANNUAL REPORT 2014  11

CORPORATE SERVICES 

We hosted the launch of the John Philip Holland 
commemorative coin by the Central Bank at our 
headquarters in Oranmore, September 1st in honour of the 
Irish born inventor of the modern submarine. 

During 2014 we featured in several television productions 
including the Eco Eye series with interviews at the Marine 
Institute labs and onboard the RV Celtic Explorer on 
ocean impacts and climate change and a feature on the 
Institute’s porbeagle shark tagging programme in Ireland’s 
Ocean.  A number of marine related stories promoted 
by the Marine Institute gained national media coverage 
during the year including a survey where scientists from 
NUI-Galway were exploring the Whittard Canyon deep-
sea submarine canyon system in the North East Atlantic 
onboard the Marine Institute’s RV Celtic Explorer. New 
discoveries relating to the geology and biological habitats 
of the South-Eastern slope of Rockall Bank were made by 
scientists led by University College Cork was also covered 
in the national press, as well as research by the Marine 
Institute and the University of Southampton on deepwater 
fish storing carbon dioxide. We published 53 news stories 
and press releases on our website www.marine.ie during 
2014.

Research Office
In 2014 €4.4m was invested under the Marine Research 
Programme including €3m for ship-time on-board the 
national research vessels and €1.4m on research projects 
and infrastructure. Two-thirds of the 2014 investment 
was awarded to support research (156 days) for under-
graduate and post-graduate training programmes (62 
days) on-board the national research vessels the RV 
Celtic Explorer and the RV Celtic Voyager.  The research 
undertaken focused on the areas of marine environment, 
oceanography and climate change, marine geology, marine 
technology and marine biodiversity. Training programmes 
were provided to students from six Higher Education 
Institutes, either through structured, accredited specific 
modules or generic multi-disciplinary courses that were 
coordinated by the SMART Sea School at Galway-Mayo 
Institute of Technology.  

In 2014, two final project reports were published and made 
available on the Marine Institute Open Access Repository. 
These reports provide important evidence based research 
findings that will assist future policy decision-making 
for shellfish aquaculture in relation to the shellfish toxin 
Azaspiracids, as well as water quality assessment for Irish 
marine waters. 
 
An investment of just under €1m was made in 
infrastructure that will develop new ocean observation 
technologies adapted to the specific sea conditions in the 
Atlantic, facilitate the deployment of in-situ observations 
and remote sensed marine data and also allow the 
extension of the subsea cable that will provide power and 
data connectivity to the Galway Bay ocean energy test site.

The Cullen Fellowship Programme was established 
by the Marine Institute which aims to provide further 

development opportunities for the next generation of 
marine scientists and researchers at Masters and PhD 
level. After a successful pilot call in 2014, it is anticipated 
that this programme will become well established and 
highly regarded over the coming years.

Horizon 2020 opened in 2014 and the Research Office 
provided support to Marine Institute staff in submitting 
their proposals. To date Marine Institute researchers 
have been awarded five projects under Horizon 2020, 
with grant-aid of €2m being awarded.  The largest award 
being the Atlantic Ocean Research Alliance Coordination 
and Support Action (AORAC-SA), which is designed to 
provide scientific, technical and logistical support to the 
European Commission in developing and implementing 
trans-Atlantic Marine Research Cooperation between the 
European Union, the United States of America and Canada. 
Grant-aid to the Marine Institute is €1.2m for the AORAC-
SA project, which has an overall project value of €4.2m of 
which €3.5m is funded by the EU Commission.

The Research Office also provided support to Marine 
Institute colleagues in all service areas during 2014 in the 
financial management and administration of EU-funded 
research projects.  Support is currently provided for 21 
projects (including the new Horizon 2020 projects), valued 
in excess of €4.4m in grant-aid to the Marine Institute. 

Accessibility
The Institute was fully compliant with the Disability Act 
during 2014.

Primary school teachers at Grattan Beach, Galway during 
the Explorers Teacher Training Programme in conjunction 
with Galway Atlanaquaria, July 2014.
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The Irish Maritime Development Office 
(IMDO) was established by statute in 1999 
and is responsible for the development of the 
maritime economy, including shipping, ports 
and maritime commerce.  In pursuit of its 
mandate and in support of national economic 
policy, the IMDO was active throughout 2014 
in: 

•	 encouraging investment in the maritime 
sector

•	 offering policy advice on the development 
of our ports and shipping infrastructure 

•	 promoting higher standards in maritime 
education 

•	 increasing general awareness of the sector, 
in terms of career opportunities and the 
contribution that it makes to the national 
economy  

•	 conducting economic analysis.

The economic analysis undertaken by 
the IMDO in the year under review, which 
culminated in the publication of the 12th 
edition of the Irish Maritime Transport 
Economist, found evidence that supports a 
growing optimism in the recovery of the Irish 
economy.  This publication has become a 
reference document for all those interested 
in the development of the maritime sector.  
It monitors the performance of our ports 
and shipping companies and in doing so, 
recognises their strategic importance in 
driving national competitiveness, facilitating 
growth in trade and creating employment, 
both within the maritime sector and across 
the broader economy.  The Irish Maritime 
Transport Economist relies heavily on 
the cooperation of the ports and shipping 
industry to create an invaluable database 
that monitors past performance, but more 
importantly, provides empirical data that 
informs future development.  We value the 
relationship that we enjoy with industry 
and are grateful to all industry stakeholders 
who have supported our work in creating 
robust, timely and accurate economic 

analysis through the Irish Maritime Transport 
Economist.   

The IMDO worked closely with other 
development agencies in 2014, in the national 
effort to restore Ireland’s economic fortunes.  
We continue to collaborate with such agencies, 
particularly through the Government’s 
Harnessing Our Ocean Wealth - An Integrated 
Marine Plan for Ireland.  The implementation 
of this plan requires coordination between the 
development agencies, as exemplified by the 
very constructive engagement that the IMDO 
has enjoyed with the Industrial Development 
Authority, Enterprise Ireland, Fáilte Ireland and 
the National Maritime College of Ireland.  This 
engagement has driven progress in the sector 
and we are grateful to colleagues within the 
development community for their fulsome 
support of our efforts.  

I would also like to acknowledge the work of 
the team in responding so positively to the 
exciting challenge of developing the maritime 
industry.  In August 2014, the team was 
strengthened by the appointment of Rebecca 
Wardell as Business Development Manager.  
Rebecca’s appointment brought drive and 
focus to the many business development 
opportunities that are arising in the sector 
as the economy continues to rebound from 
the period of contraction and faces into a 
challenging future of expansion and growth.    

Liam Lacey
Director: Irish Maritime Development Office 
Economic Analysis

Irish Maritime 
Development Office 

Director’s Statement
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IRISH MARITIME DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 

The IMDO provides regular economic commentary on the 
Irish maritime sector.  In 2014, quarterly bulletins were 
issued to the market, in addition to bespoke reports that 
addressed emerging areas of interest or topics of concern 
to industry.  

Our analysis showed that the Irish maritime sector 
continued to grow in 2014, closely tracking the growth 
of the Irish economy.  Port volumes increased by two 
percent during the period, as measured on the iShip 
index, a composite index that combines five traffic types 
in a single indicator of total port throughput.  Although 
this measure shows that total port volumes recovered 
to 914 points on the scale, they remain 12 percent 
below the high water mark of 1042 points achieved in 
2007.  Nonetheless, the return of growth to the sector 
has bolstered confidence and resulted in a number of 
Irish ports advancing ambitious plans to add capacity.  
Consistent with National Ports Policy, the team has been 
supportive of these development efforts, which have seen 
our Tier One ports lead the response to providing the 
additional capacity that will be required to meet the needs 
of our growing economy.

At a macro-economic level, growth in the global economy 
remained sluggish at 2.6 percent in 2014 and was lower 
than expected.  Within the EU, growth was constrained 
by low domestic spending, most notably in France and 
Italy.  The relatively strong economic performance of 
two of Ireland’s main trading partners, the United States 
and the United Kingdom resulted in imports and exports 
increasing by 7.1 percent and 2.4 percent respectively.  
Shipping and transport costs for importers and exporters 
were alleviated by significant reductions in fuel costs, 
particularly toward the end of the year, and ship charter 
costs that have not yet recovered to levels that give 
owners an economic return. 

By monitoring these trends nationally and internationally, 
the IMDO provides a valuable service to industry and a 
sound economic foundation on which to base investment 
decisions in the maritime sector.  

Business Development
The IMDO’s mandate requires it to develop the industry 
through job creation and increased investment in the 
sector.  Our business development strategy fulfils this 
remit and addresses the opportunities that exist to attract 
new inward investment, in addition to supporting our 
indigenous maritime industry base and existing FDI.   

In order to advance our business development agenda, 
considerable time has been spent building a broader 
and deeper relationship with the IDA, culminating in 
presentations to their financial services team and their 
emerging sectors team and a clearer understanding about 
the development potential of the sector.  Following these 
presentations, contact was established with IDA personnel 
in China, the United States, Singapore and Germany, in 
order to maximise the impact of business development 
missions that are being planned to these countries.  
In the same vein, work has been done with our embassies, 
particularly in the United Kingdom, Greece, Germany 
and Singapore, with the intention of further broadening 
these relationships as we begin to exploit the business 
opportunities that exist in these regions. 
In addition, there has been extensive engagement with 
professional services providers in Ireland in order to 
develop a shared understanding of how best to market 
Ireland’s maritime industry internationally.  Professional 
advisors are influential in the decision making 
process of firms seeking to locate in Ireland and their 
willingness to work collaboratively in this endeavour 
has been encouraging and fruitful.  By developing these 
relationships, the IMDO presented at the Irish Maritime 
Law Association, to an audience of 50 legal professionals, 
all with an interest in the development of Ireland’s 
maritime economy. 

With similar intent, there has been extensive engagement 
with port companies.  Ports are enablers of economic 
growth and have been unequivocal in their support for the 
development ambitions of the IMDO.  The IMDO presented 
at the Irish Ports Association Annual Conference (now 
the Irish Maritime Forum).  This event was a collaborative 
endeavour between the Irish Ports Association, the 
Institute of Master Mariners, the Port of Cork, the Institute 
of Chartered Shipbrokers, and the Irish Chamber of 
Shipping.  The conference provided an opportunity 
to engage with the ports industry, to support and 
articulate National Ports Policy and encourage business 
development and investment in the sector.

In order to encourage foreign shipping companies to 
locate in Ireland a Tonnage Tax Report, prepared by 
PwC, was commissioned and launched in September 
2014.  Ireland’s favourable tonnage tax regime is a key 
selling point for our maritime industry.  The report 
found the regime fit for purpose and superior on many 
dimensions to the tonnage tax regimes operating in other 
jurisdictions. 

The IMDO remains closely involved with the Irish Shipping 
Services Centre project, which seeks to establish Ireland 
as an international shipping hub.  The centre will result in 

Irish container shipping volumes rose by nine percent by 
the third quarter in 2014.
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the creation of high quality jobs in Ireland and will catalyse 
investment in the maritime industry.  The potential of the 
project was recognised by the Development Task Force 
under the Harnessing Our Ocean Wealth - An Integrated 
Marine Plan for Ireland initiative.  

Policy Support and Development
The IMDO offers policy support and advice to the Minister 
and the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport. 
These responsibilities take the form of regular market 
briefings, facilitating engagement between industry and 
the Department, as well as the production of reports on 
specific issues that arise from time to time.  

The IMDO participated in the Expert Group that produced 
A Study of the Current and Future Skills Requirements of 
the Marine / Maritime Economy to 2020.  The project was 
led by officials from the Department of Jobs, Enterprise 
and Innovation and provides clear guidance and 
recommendations on how the future skills requirements 
of the industry will be met.
  
The IMDO has supported the development of Irish Ports 
in a way that is consistent with National Ports Policy and 
has articulated its views on port development at an oral 
planning hearing of An Bord Pleanála and at industry 
events and conferences.

Addressing the need for research in the area of port 
performance metrics, as outlined in National Ports Policy, 
the IMDO appointed a research fellow, under the Marine 
Institute’s Cullen Fellowship Scheme to conduct research 
that was called for by the  Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport and by the Competition Authority.  The 
research project will run for three years and influence 
policy in the area of future port capacity.

In addition, the IMDO will, at the instigation of the 
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, commence 
the development of a training programme for port 
directors.  It is intended that these courses will run 
every three months and be available to new and existing 
directors of state ports and to public servants involved in 
the corporate governance of such companies.

The IMDO promotes the development and implementation 
of EU policy by providing a liaison service between 
industry and European funding programs, such as 
Horizon 2020 (Waterborne), the Ten-T program, and the 
Interreg program.

Education and Outreach
The IMDO’s remit includes an obligation to support 
education within the maritime sector and to heighten 
awareness of maritime issues.  In pursuit of this 
objective, the IMDO: 
•	 Occupies a seat on the advisory board of the National 

Maritime College of Ireland
•	 Manages the Irish Seafarers Education Assistance 

Scheme (ISEAS) programme which supports the 
training of cadets from the National Maritime College 

of Ireland.  In 2014, more that €200K was paid out 
under this scheme 

•	 Participated in the ‘Expert Group on Future Skills 
Needs’ coordinated by the Department of Jobs, 
Enterprise and Innovation

•	 Runs the “Follow the Fleet” outreach program to 
engage primary school children in maritime issues 
by following the movement of participating vessels 
through Irish and international waters.  This program 
was used by more than 800 schools in 2014 and 
reached more than 25,000 primary school children

•	 Continues to support and promote the activities of the 
Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers, which trains the 
professionals who will drive progress in the maritime 
industry in the future. 

An additional work programme is in preparation that will 
increase awareness among transition year students of 
the very diverse range of careers that are available in the 
maritime sector, from master mariner to maritime lawyer.  
This program will also be promoted by the National 
Maritime College of Ireland.

By engaging in initiatives such as those listed above, the 
IMDO encourages positive change and fulfils its mandate 
to support the development of the Irish maritime industry. 
Throughout 2014, the IMDO laid particular emphasis 
on initiatives and policies that offer the potential for 
economic renewal and job creation.  In formulating its 
views, the IMDO engaged with industry, representative 
groups and professional advisors, taking part in more 
than 300 business development meetings and presenting 
on more than 50 occasions to industry groups.  

Through its European network of industry contacts, 
including permanent representatives of Irish agencies 
in Brussels, the IMDO is kept appraised of significant 
developments at EU level.  At a global level, the IMDO 
tracks industry developments through direct contact 
with the shipping and ports community, engagement 
with representative groups and through attendance at 
international conferences, attending eight national and 
international conferences in the year under review.

In 2014, the IMDO advanced the interests of the Irish 
maritime industry by participating fully in policy 
development and implementation.  The IMDO has a 
significant role to play in the future development of 
the sector, particularly at this important juncture in its 
evolution, when the underperformance of the industry 
has been recognised and its future potential captured 
in an ambitious Government initiative (Harnessing Our 
Ocean Wealth - An Integrated Marine Plan for Ireland) 
that can transform the contribution the industry makes to 
the national economy.  
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT AND FOOD SAFETY SERVICES 

The work of Marine Environment and Food 
Safety Services focuses on ensuring consumer 
protection through seafood safety monitoring 
and testing services; providing monitoring 
services in support of protection of marine 
environmental legislation and obligations; as 
well as providing advisory services in support of 
sustainable development and management of 
the marine environment.  This work is delivered 
via three core functions: monitoring, advice and 
technical support, and research.

Ongoing monitoring programmes in 2014 
included:
•	 National shellfish biotoxin monitoring 

programme
•	 National residues control programme 

(seafood component)
•	 Inspections and monitoring of movements of 

fish and shellfish stocks as required under the 
EU Fish Health Directive

•	 National sea lice monitoring programme
•	 Water Framework Directive monitoring 

programme (transitional and coastal waters 
elements).

In support of these programmes, the Marine 
Institute is the national reference laboratory for 
diseases in shellfish, finfish and crustaceans; 
shellfish biotoxins; microbiological contaminants 
in shellfish; and certain chemical substances in 
aquaculture products.

In 2014, our Fish Health Competent Authority 
office was awarded ISO 9001 certification 
and our Irish National Accreditation Board  
accredited laboratory quality system (ISO 
17025), which underpins the delivery of our 
environmental and food safety laboratory 
services, was further expanded; from 40 to 43 
accredited test methods.

Advisory and technical services provided in 
2014 supported:
•	 Aquaculture licensing by the Department of 

Agriculture, Food and the Marine
•	 Appropriate assessments of fisheries and 

aquaculture activity in Special Areas of 
Conservation  and Special Protection Areas..

•	 Aquaculture Single Bay Management 
•	 Delivery of key Marine Strategy Framework 

Directive (MFSD) milestones to the 
Department of Environment, Community and 
Local Government

•	 Foreshore lease/licensing decisions by the 
Department of Environment, Community and 
Local Government

•	 Dumping at sea advice to the Environmental 
Protection Agency

•	 Implementation of the Offshore Renewable 
Energy Development Plan.

Participation in research programmes and 
projects that support our core environmental 
and seafood safety monitoring and advisory 
roles played a key part in our 2014 work 
programme.  Of particular note was our success 
in the  Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine competitive research programme, 
in which we achieved success in leading and 
partnering on three projects amounting to a 
total grant-aid of €1.23m.  This work, addressing 
issues for the oyster and seaweed industries, will 
provide just over €0.8m for Marine Environment 
and Food Safety Services to employ three 
researchers over three years. 

We carried out all of the above work on 
a collaborative basis with Government 
departments and agencies—including 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine; 
the Department of Environment, Community 
and Local Government; Department of Arts, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht; Department 
of Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources; Food Safety Authority of Ireland; 
Sea Fisheries Protection Authority; and the 
Environmental Protection Agency. We also 
play an active role in international fora: e.g. 
International Council for the Exploration of the 
Seas (ICES) and the Oslo and Paris Convention 
1992 (OSPAR).

Aengus Parsons
Director: Marine Environment and Food Safety 
Services

Marine Environment and 
Food Safety Services 
Director’s Statement
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Monitoring

Shellfish Safety
Naturally occurring biotoxins in shellfish are monitored  
as part of national official controls on seafood.  We carry 
this out in cooperation with the Sea Fisheries Protection 
Authority and Food Safety Authority of Ireland.  In 2014, 
an extensive and protracted series of biotoxin events led 
to the closure of many shellfish production areas from 
early summer through to year-end: particularly in the 
south-west rope-grown mussel areas. The monitoring 
of these toxins was carried out using state-of-the-art 
biotoxin chemistry analysis. This was supported by 
phytoplankton monitoring, molecular biological assays 
and immuno-assays to detect the presence of both the 
toxin and causative organisms. Some 3,140 samples of 
shellfish were analysed in 2014, with 520 of these being 
positive for toxin content above regulatory levels.

Although biotoxin events are natural, and lengthy 
closures have been observed previously, the impact 
on the industry was particularly significant in 2014.  
Continuous support, scheduled and additional monitoring, 
was provided to measure the levels of toxicity in all 
samples submitted and to issue advice, along with the Sea 
Fisheries Protection Authority, on the re-opening of areas 
once safe to do so.

2014 saw the introduction of mandatory phytoplankton 
sampling from all shellfish production areas. The  areas 
that failed to submit samples were placed on a closed 
status.  This led to a marked improvement in compliance 
and a consequential increase in sample numbers 
analysed. As a result, improved risk management of toxin 
sampling frequency and improved forecasting of toxic 
events were achieved.  Of 3,400 phytoplankton samples 
submitted, 277 contained toxic phytoplankton species; 
indicating potential problems and requiring follow-up 
advice or further sampling. 

Stemming from a European Commission funded project 
(ASIMUTH) completed in 2013, a weekly summary 
report giving a synopsis of toxin and harmful algal 
bloom occurrence, and a short-term forecast of the 
likelihood of changes in the status has been incorporated 
into the advisory products available on our website. 
This report combines monitoring data, satellite and 
modelled information and has been very well received 
by both regulatory authorities and aquaculture industry 
stakeholders.

Monthly monitoring of E. coli levels in shellfish was 
conducted in all production areas and the annual review of 
the data was carried out with the  Sea Fisheries Protection 
Authority to assign appropriate classification to each area. 
In addition, target areas have been tested for the presence 
of Norovirus to build up information on the presence and 
risk associated with this pathogen in Irish shellfish. 

Residues and Contaminants Monitoring
The chemistry team carried out the aquaculture 

component of the 2014 National Residues Monitoring 
Programme to ensure compliance with European 
Commission legislation and ensure farmed fish are fit for 
human consumption. The results of 2014 testing will be 
reported in 2015. The 2013 results, for in excess of 651 
tests and 1,494 measurements, were published in 2014 
and show full compliance with the European standards. 
Monitoring of levels of environmental contaminants in 
shellfish and wild fish was also undertaken on behalf of 
the  Food Safety Authority of Ireland and the Sea Fisheries 
Protection Authority.

Finfish Farm Monitoring
The National Sea Lice Monitoring Programme carried out 
a total of 242 sea lice inspections on 23 active salmonid 
(Atlantic salmon and rainbow trout) rearing sites during 
2014.  Over 84 percent of Atlantic salmon samples and 
90 percent of rainbow trout samples were below the 
Treatment Trigger Levels as outlined in the Monitoring 
Protocol No.3 for Offshore Finfish Farms – Sea Lice 
Monitoring and Control (Department of Marine and 
Natural Resources, 2000). Of 125 inspections carried out 
on salmon smolts, 94 percent were below the Treatment 
Trigger Level.   Of the 105 inspections carried out on one-
sea-winter salmon 71 percent were below the Treatment 
Trigger Level. There were no two-sea-winter salmon 
stocked in 2014. Monthly reports on the monitoring results 
were circulated to interested parties and all the 2014 data 
will be published in an annual report (O’Donohoe et al., 
2015).

Fish Health
In 2014, over 2,500 finfish—primarily Atlantic salmon, but 
also rainbow trout, wrasse and coarse fish—were tested for 
pathogens.  This was done either under health surveillance 
programmes following the submission of diagnostic 
samples to the laboratory, or as a result of screening tests 
carried out for the aquaculture industry.  Ireland remains 
free of listed finfish diseases.  Over 1,800 shellfish samples 
were tested for the presence of pathogens. Screening 
of Pacific oysters for the presence of the ostreid herpes 
virus-1 (OsHV-1 µvar) and the bacterial pathogen Vibrio 
aestuarianus represented a considerable proportion of 
the testing in 2014. Both pathogens were detected in 
association with mortality from several oyster producing 
areas.  The entire country, with the exception of eight 
bays, is considered free from Bonamia ostreae and the 
entire country remains free from Marteilia refringens. The 
Fish Health Unit also contributes to the all-island Animal 
Disease Surveillance Report, a joint publication by state 
veterinary laboratories in both jurisdictions.

Environmental Monitoring
An extensive environmental monitoring programme 
was implemented on behalf of Environmental Protection 
Agency and the Department of the Environment, 
Community and Local Government in transitional and 
coastal waters for physico-chemical parameters, priority 
substances and other pollutants, phytoplankton and 
benthic fauna; so as to fulfil the requirements of the Water 
Framework and Shellfish Waters Directives. 
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The team undertook a winter environmental survey in 
January 2014, on board the RV Celtic Voyager, sampling 
at 284 stations from the Irish Sea and along the north 
and west coasts for testing of nutrients, carbon and other 
water quality parameters. Samples for analysis of the 
benthic fauna were also collected.

Advice and Technical Support
During 2014, Marine Environment and Food Safety 
services provided advice to the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine in support of 
aquaculture licensing, which included:
•	 Completion of six appropriate assessments  for marine 

Special Areas of Conservations and Special Protection 
Areas including: Dungarvan Harbour, Clew Bay, 
Valentia Harbour/Portmagee Channel, Galway Bay, 
Kenmare River and Ballycotton Bay.  This allowed for 
progress on approximately 280 licensing decisions. 

•	 Environmental Impact Assessment screening for 
non-salmonid licence applications and appropriate 
assessments  screening for licence applications in non-
Natura sites.

•	 Advice on 20 aquaculture licences in non-Natura sites.

The Single Bay Management  process was completed 
for all active finfish farming bays in 2014.  Single Bay 
Management documents, including active fallow plans, 
were updated for all finfish aquaculture operators along 
the coast. The Single Bay Management process is 
designed to coordinate fish husbandry in such a way that 
best practice is followed and that stocking, fallowing and 
treatment regimes on individual farms are compatible 
with the arrangements on neighbouring farms. It has 
proven very effective in enhancing the efficacy of sea lice 
control and in reducing the overall incidence of disease in 
the stocks. Single Bay Management plans are subject to 
revision for each production cycle.

The Shellfish Safety team provided advice on the 
food safety of shellfish to the Sea Fisheries Protection 
Authority and the Food Safety Authority of Ireland 

for ongoing official controls under the monitoring 
programmes for shellfish biotoxins and microbiological 
classification. 

During 2014, the team assisted the competent authority 
during an aquaculture  fact-finding mission by the 
European Commission’s Food and Veterinary Office.

Following on from the submission to the European 
Commission, in 2013, of Ireland’s Initial Assessment 
under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive , during 
2014 the team provided scientific and technical inputs 
into the formulation of the subsequent draft national 
monitoring programme required under the Directive.  
This work is managed by the Marine Institute on behalf 
of the Department of the Environment, Community 
and Local Government, the competent authority for the 
implementation of the Directive.  Our scientists also 
participated in many aspects of the work of the OSPAR 
Convention for the Protection of the North-East Atlantic, a 
key platform for regional delivery of the  Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive.

Other areas in which we provided advice during 2014 
included:
•	 Disposal of dredge spoil at sea - by way of participation 

on the  Environmental Protection Agency Dumping at 
Sea Advisory Committee

•	 Applications for foreshore leases/licences - by way of 
participation on the Department of the Environment, 
Community and Local Government Marine Licence 
Vetting Committee 

•	 Certain environmental aspects of offshore hydrocarbon 
exploration and production - advice to department of 
Communications, Energy and Natural Resources  and 
the  Environmental Protection Agency

•	 Support and advice to Department of Communications, 
Energy and Natural Resources  on the implementation 
of the Offshore Renewable Energy Development Plan 
and the Strategic Environmental Assessment of the oil 
and gas sector.

The Marine Institute’s phytoplankton monitoring programme is 
essential for monitoring harmful species and managing water quality 
which is a key component of the Water Framework Directive.

The introduction of mandatory phytoplankton sampling 
from all shellfish production areas in 2014 has since seen a 
reduction in the numbers of toxic events.
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Competent Authority for Fish Health
In addition to the fish health laboratory services 
provided, the fish health unit at the Marine Institute is the 
Competent Authority in relation to the implementation 
of the ‘Fish Health Directive’ (Council Directive 2006 
/88/EC). The Competent Authority section directs the 
work of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine veterinary inspectors who work in the aquaculture 
field. In 2014, 248 inspections were completed under 
the legislation; 1,685 movements (imports, exports 
and internal movements) of live aquatic animals were 
authorised; and 14 new Fish Health Authorisations 
were issued, bringing the total number of authorised 
aquaculture production businesses in the country to 462.  

During 2014, the Competent Authority office was awarded 
ISO 9001 certification for its quality management system, 
ensuring a continued high standard of service delivery.

Research
Our team continued their involvement in European 
and nationally funded research programmes, carrying 
out applied research in support of the delivery of our 
monitoring programmes and advisory services.  Some 
2014 highlights include:

•	 Marine Environment and Food Safety Services 
researchers were awarded just over €0.8m to lead/
partner three research projects via the DAFM 
competitive research programme:
•	 Arsenic in Seaweed and Implications for 

Commercial Uses (AsMARA) - This project will 
study the environmental factors that influence 
naturally-occurring arsenic concentrations in 
commercially relevant species of seaweed, and 
investigate the effect of processing and storage on 
arsenic speciation.  This information will support 
industry in developing strategies to minimise 

arsenic concentrations in products and assist 
policy makers in risk management and developing 
practical regulation for consumer protection.  

•	 Pathogens and Disease in the Irish Oyster Industry 
– Researchers will investigate the pathogens 
present (oyster herpes virus OsHV-1  Var and 
Vibrio aesturianus) and the environmental factors 
contributing to mortality events in Pacific Oysters, 
in order to assess methods of control (e.g. antiviral 
compounds) and strategies to ameliorate events 
and reduce industry losses. 

•	 Risk Assessment Framework for Norovirus 
(NoV) in Irish Oyster Production Areas - This 
project will develop a risk assessment model to 
estimate the risk of NoV related illness (caused 
by sewage contamination) following oyster 
consumption—allowing risk managers to introduce 
control measures based on acceptable limits 
for NoV in oysters and producers to assess the 
impact of potential treatment options to target 
risk management intervention in a cost-effective 
manner.

•	 A Research Fellowship on gill disease in farmed 
salmon has led to the development of a new 
molecular-based diagnostic assay for the detection of 
the marine amoeba causing amoebic gill disease.  This 
disease has caused issues for salmon farms over the 
last number of years. Further studies utilising non-
lethal sampling will aim to define a protocol for early 
warning of amoeba infections thus allowing farms to 
implement management measures prior to the onset 
of disease.

•	 Biological Effects and Chemical Measurements in 
Irish Marine Waters - The final report of this project 
piloting combined effects and chemical assessment 
was published and the outputs contributed to the 
development of the Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive methodology.
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FISHERIES ECOSYSTEM ADVISORY SERVICES 

The primary objective of Fisheries Ecosystem 
Advisory Services is to provide scientific 
advice that supports  the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine  in the 
implementation of the Common Fisheries 
Policy and other environmental directives (e.g. 
NATURA 2000, Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive).  

The majority of our work in 2014 was focused 
on delivering Ireland’s obligations under the 
EU Data Collection Framework, supporting 
the development of fisheries management 
plans, servicing national and international 
fora on the landings obligations (discard ban), 
and undertaking research that advances 
our capacity to give the advice decision-
makers need.  International cooperation is a 
cornerstone of our work and this is carried out 
at the International Council for the Exploration 
of the Seas (ICES); the Scientific, Technical and 
Economic Committee for Fisheries (STECF), 
the North Atlantic Salmon Commission 
(NASCO) and the International Commission for 
the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT).   

A considerable effort went into supporting 
the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine with the development of the new 
Seafood Operational Programme for the 
period 2014 to 2020. 

During 2014, the strong focus on linking the 
Marine Institute corporate plan with Fisheries 
Ecosystem Advisory Services programmes 
continued through the Institute’s Performance 
Management Development System.  Internal 
staff communications is critical to ensuring 
efficient and effective service delivery and 
this was achieved through regular staff and 
management meetings. 

Dr Paul Connolly
Director, Fisheries Ecosystems Advisory 
Services.    
     

Fisheries Ecosystem 
Advisory Services 
Director’s Statement
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Highlights of the year 2014
Fisheries Ecosystem Advisory Services carried out the 
Data Collection Framework National Programme for 2014, 
provided its Annual Report for 2013 and delivered the 
annual cost statement for 2013 to the EU Commission.  
The Marine Institute secured funding of €32.6 million for 
the new Data Collection Framework over the period 2014 
- 2020 from the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund.   

A key service delivery to the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine is the production annual Stock Book 
which contains the latest scientific advice on those stocks 
exploited by the Irish fleet.  This was delivered to the 
Minister in November and was a key component of his 
sustainability assessment presented to the Oireachtas 
Committee on Agriculture and Fisheries.  It was also at the 
heart of the negotiations at the EU Council of Ministers in 
December, which set fishing opportunities for 2015.   

The team worked closely with Inland Fisheries Ireland 
on the Standing Scientific Committee for salmon and 
for eel and through the group, provided the scientific 
advice for these important stocks.  The team supported 
the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources  at the annual NASCO meeting.  

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
established a new Regional and National Inshore Fisheries 
Framework and we provided scientific support to these 
new stakeholder groups.  

In relation to the Marine Strategy Framework Directive, 
the team worked closely with our colleagues in Marine 
Environment and Food Safety Services.  We completed 
fisheries monitoring programmes that support the 
implementation of the Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive. A key element of this work was to add value 
to existing fisheries programmes by treating fish stock 
assessment data in a different way, so that they can be 
used in the  Directive.   

Research vessel surveys are a critical component of our 
work.  In 2014, 13 surveys were conducted, resulting in 184 

sea days and a total of 1,061 scientific days at sea.  These 
surveys represent a considerable resource commitment 
by the Marine Institute and a vital part of our monitoring 
work.  Fisheries Ecosystems Advisory Services are 
recognised as international experts in the field of 
underwater TV  surveys for Nephrops.  France chartered 
the RV Celtic Voyager and the team’s expertise to conduct 
underwater TV surveys on their Bay of Biscay stocks.     

We carried out a range of research projects using both 
national and international funding sources.  The outputs 
from these projects will improve our advisory products to 
government. Significant progress was made on evolving 
fisheries surveys in the Celtic Sea as “ecosystem surveys” 
with the close cooperation of UK and French scientists.

Working with stakeholders was a key element of our work 
in 2014.  The quarterly Irish Fisheries Science Research 
Partnership  meetings continued and we also engaged 
with the environmental Non Government Organisation’s 
on a range of issues. 

Data Collection Framework
The Marine Institute secured funding of €32.6 million 
under the European Maritime Fisheries Fund to 
implement Ireland’s obligations under the Data Collection 
Framework over the period 2014 - 2020.  This framework 
supports the science needed to conduct the Common 
Fisheries Policy and is a central part of our work 
programmes.  The Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine has given the Marine Institute responsibility 
to conduct the various data collection, data management 
and production of scientific advice required to meet our 
Data Collection Framework obligations.  We submitted 
the new Data Collection Framework National Programme 
for Ireland (2014 - 2015), the Data Collection Framework 
Annual Report for 2013 and a detailed 2013 Cost 
Statement to the Commission.  The 2014 Data Collection 
Framework work programme included a comprehensive 
research vessel survey programme, port sampling of 
landings, sea sampling of discards, age profiles of the 
main stocks, analyses of EU logbook data and mapping 
fishing vessel activity from Vessel Monitoring Systems.   

Fisheries Ecosystem Advisory Services undertook underwater TV 
surveys for Nephrops abroad the RV Celtic Voyager on the Bay of 
Biscay Stocks in the Porcupine Bank, November 2014.

The Mill Race Trap, at the Marine Institute, Newport 
monitors  fish moving upstream and downstream enabling 
a full census to be carried out on wild salmon, released 
reared salmon, sea trout and eels.
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A total of 143 sea sampling observer trips were carried 
out on Irish fishing vessels resulting in 540 scientist sea 
days.  These trips provide the team with invaluable “on 
the ground” contact with the fishing industry.   A total 
of 549,380 fish were measured and 54,912 fish were 
aged to provide data for the models used in international 
stock assessments at ICES. The STOCKMAN and 
DISCARD databases are the cornerstones of our inputs 
to international stock assessment and delivered efficient 
and effective data queries and outputs. We worked closely 
with the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority and the Irish 
Naval Service in securing  Vessel Monitoring System and 
Logbook data for stock assessment purposes. The Marine 
Institute worked very closely with Bord Iascaigh Mhara 
(BIM) who are charged with delivering the economic 
components of the  Data Collection Framework.  

Research Vessel Surveys
We conduct a broad range of surveys carried on the 
RV Celtic Explorer, RV Celtic Voyager and chartered 
commercial fishing vessels.  These are an important 
element of our annual work programmes.  In 2014, a 
total of 13 surveys were conducted in the waters around 
Ireland, with a total of 184 sea days and 1,061 scientist 
days.  The acoustic survey programmes focused 
on assessing the blue whiting, boarfish and herring 
resources. Prawns are a vital resource for the Irish fishing 
industry and the underwater TV survey programme was 
a key input to the assessment of this resource, worth over 
€80 million to the Irish industry.  The Irish groundfish 
survey was carried out over a 42 day period in November 
-December and surveyed fish stocks in the Celtic Seas 
and off the west and north-west of Ireland. This survey 
is linked into surveys carried out by the UK, France 
and Spain in order to get a broad picture of north east 
Atlantic fish stocks.  A special industry funded mackerel 
egg survey was carried out in 2014 to assess the start 
of mackerel spawning.  These results will inform the 
international mackerel egg surveys in 2016.  All research 
surveys were coordinated through the International 
Council for the Exploration of the Seas (ICES) who also 
ensure that the protocols and methodologies used by 
each survey are standardised.  The data from all the 
surveys were used in international stock assessments 
that informed scientific advice on fishing opportunities for 
2015. 

Stakeholder Interactions
Regular meetings with the fishing industry were held 
through the forum of the Irish Fisheries Science Research 
Partnership  and the Regional Advisory Councils , 
particularly the North Western waters Regional Advisory 
Council and the Pelagic Regional Advisory Council. The 
key issues addressed at the quarterly Irish Fisheries 
Science Research Partnership meeting included funding 
mechanisms for surveys, the  Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive, NATURA, Sea Bass, implementation of the 
landings obligation, discard sampling, state of stocks, 
assessment methods, Maximum Sustainable Yield as a 
target, economic issues, BIM gear trial results, Marine 
Protected Areas , ICES advice and management plans. 

Our scientists also provided key input to the Celtic Seas 
Herring Management Committee.   Quarterly meetings 
were also held with the environmental Non Government 
Organisation’s and issues addressed included, Maximum 
Sustainable Yield, Common Fisheries Policy reform, state 
of stocks, as well as scientific advice for 2015.  

Scientific Advice
Our scientists participated in over 110 international 
expert group meetings of the EU, ICES and the Scientific 
Technical and Economic Committee for Fisheries.  Many 
of these meetings were funded under the  Data Collection 
Framework.   These meetings dealt with the core business 
of stock assessment and advice, but other scientific 
issues and challenges related to the implementation 
of the Common Fisheries Policy, NATURA 2000 and 
the Marine Strategy Framework Directive  were also 
addressed at these meetings.  These meetings dealt 
with  topics such as calibration of acoustic instruments 
in fisheries science, indicators for the Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive, Maximum Sustainable Yield 
reference points for fish stocks, mackerel coastal states, 
horse mackerel management plans, stock assessment 
and advice drafting, implementation of the Data Collection 
Regulation, EU discard plan and the ecosystem effects of 
fishing. The team also provided scientific advice on the 
status of inshore stocks and the Shellfish Stock Book. 
The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
established a new Regional and National Inshore Fisheries 
Forum and we provided scientific support to these 
new stakeholder groups.  Salmon and eel advice was 
developed in cooperation with Inland Fisheries Ireland 
and the Standing Scientific Committees for Salmon 
(SSCS) and Eel (SSCE).  The team were at the centre of 
developing new elasmobranch (ray and skate) advice for 
the Celtic Sea and on developing scientific techniques 
to look at the proportion of Irish and Scottish fish in the 
west of Scotland and Ireland herring.   We carried out 
risk assessments for the Irish Sea and Celtic Sea areas in 
order to develop management plans for inshore fisheries 
conducted in Special Areas of Conservation.  We worked 
closely with Marine Environment and Food Safety 
Services on meeting Ireland’s obligations under NATURA 
2000. New management plans were developed for the 
razor clam fishery in the Irish sea and scientific advice 
was provided to the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine on new lobster regulations.

Newport Facility
The census work programmes on salmon, sea trout and 
eel continued from the fish traps on the Burrishoole 
ecosystem.  In 2014 there was a very poor marine 
survival of wild salmon smolt leading to one of the lowest 
recorded returns of wild grilse.  A total of 294 salmon 
were recorded from upstream traps with 8,150 recorded 
from the downstream traps). The team continued their 
work on the maintenance and development of long term 
physical, chemical and biological datasets characterising 
the freshwater component of the Newport catchment 
ecosystem.  These data are available on the Burrishoole 
dashboard which went online in 2013. 
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The fish rearing unit continued its work, with 62,000 
eyed ova retained for the ranching programme.  A total 
of 40,000 ranched salmon smolts were released in 
May 2014 as part of the salmon stock assessment and 
experimental research programmes.  The PhD work 
on the factors that affect salmon at sea continued in 
cooperation with Norway and the Loughs Agency in 
Northern Ireland.  

Work continued on the acoustic tagging programme 
on Lough Feeagh which examined behavioural and 
environmental preferences of wild and ranched adult 
salmon.  A PhD thesis (Estimating Carbon Pools and 
Processing in a Humic Lake) based on work carried out 
in Newport, was completed in August 2014.  The strong 
collaboration with the GLEON (Global Lake Ecological 
Observations Network) continued. The University College 
Cork Beaufort Genetics project continued its work at 
Newport and produced many peer reviewed publications 
in international scientific journals. The PhD on sea bass 
continued and acoustic tracking arrays were deployed 
on the south coast.  The project will also involve the 
application of new technologies in satellite tagging to 
identify site fidelity and the migration patterns of sea bass 
in the Celtic and Irish Seas.  

Applied Research 
Fisheries Ecosystem Advisory Services carried out 
a range of research projects using both national and 
international funding sources.  National funding was 
used to run the “challenge” programme which looked 
at fishermen’s behaviour in relation to the landings 
obligation and its implementation (simulation of what 
happens on the deck at sea with various forms of the 
landings obligation).  The sea bass work continued 

in the Celtic Sea with various acoustic arrays set up 
and fish tagged to monitor movements. The Beaufort 
Ecosystem project carried out modelling work with 
Queen’s University Belfast and the results demonstrated 
that biodiversity loss from fisheries did not necessarily 
lead to a decline in biological ecosystem function.  This 
work was published in Nature. Real progress was made on 
evolving fisheries surveys in the Celtic Sea as “ecosystem 
surveys” with the close cooperation of UK and French 
scientists.  The surveys used benthic sampling devices 
to compliment fisheries work. Further work was also 
completed on resource completion between seals and 
fisheries in the Celtic sea area.  

The team participated in a wide range of EU funded 
projects including the Atlantic Crab Resource Network 
(ACRU-NET), developing mixed fisheries management 
plan for the Celtic Seas (GEPETO and DAMARA), 
Fisheries, aquaculture and seafood processing network 
(COFASP), benthic ecosystem fisheries impact studies 
(BENTHIS), shark satellite tagging,  Maximum Sustainable 
Yield (MYFISH), analysis on key food webs (EUROBASIN), 
development of models for estimating salmon returns 
(ECOKNOWS), evolving surveys to collect more data that 
can support the Marine Strategy Framework Directive.   
These projects have secured EU funding of € 683,000 
and involve close cooperation with Irish third level 
including NUI-Galway, University College Cork, Galway-
Mayo Institute of Technology and Queen’s University 
Belfast.  
 

Simon Coveney, T.D., Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine launched the Atlas of Commercial Fisheries around Ireland with 
Dr. Colm Lordan, Marine Institute, co-author of the report, March 2014.
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OCEAN SCIENCE INFORMATION SERVICES 

Ocean Science and Information Services provide 
end-to-end solutions to a wide range of clients 
- both nationally and internationally - and 
underpins much of the activity of the Marine 
Institute.  2014 was a busy year where  significant 
work took place in our areas including oceanographic 
services, advanced  mapping, research vessel 
operations, information services and development, 
ocean energy and advanced marine technology.

The teams participated in a wide range 
of national, European and international 
programmes and were particularly active 
across a range of EU funded programmes, 
which improve our capacity to provide support 
services tailored to the needs of integrated 
science programmes which inform cross-
sectoral policy advice. We were particularly 
active in participating in the generation of new 
EU project proposals.

Ocean Science and Information Services also 
contributed to strategic thinking at national 
and international level contributing to a range 
of initiatives including Harnessing Our Ocean 
Wealth - An Integrated Marine Plan for Ireland, 
supporting workshops related to the Galway 
Statement on Atlantic Ocean Cooperation and 
the EU strategy on the Atlantic. 

We  also further evolved the concept of 
Integrated Digital Ocean  through development 
of a range of new tools and projects described 
below. Integrated Digital Ocean is envisaged as 
an operational collaborative digital platform 
allowing marine data to be leveraged for 
research, for commercial development, and 
for government service delivery. It will be 
designed to support the flow of data from 
capture through to information delivery to end 
users (collect once – use often), providing an 
integrated view of all marine data sources. 
This environment will support all levels of 
the marine data value chain from acquisition, 
integration, analytics, and innovation to 
decision support.  This will ultimately lead to a 
data environment that can support enterprise, 
research and innovation and the development 
of public services.

Mr. Michael Gillooly
Director: Ocean Science and Information 
Services

Ocean Science 
Information Services 
Director’s Statement
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Research Vessel Operations 
The research vessel operations team aim to coordinate 
and manage the operation of the Marine Institute’s two 
research vessels, the RV Celtic Voyager, the RV Celtic 
Explorer and the deepwater ROV Holland I and to provide 
support services to the users of the vessels, including 
instrumentation and engineering support services. 

Highlights for the year 2014
The vessels had an intensive year of operations in 
2014 with the RV Celtic Explorer once again working 
in Canadian waters  and as far east as the Baltic and 
Norwegian waters as well as a busy schedule in Irish 
waters. 

The RV Celtic Explorer completed a total of 19 surveys 
comprising of 302 days of operations. The RV Celtic 
Voyager completed 25 surveys totalling 239 days of 
operations. 

RV Celtic Voyager:
The RV Celtic Voyager’s capability increased greatly when 
a new Kongsberg EM2040 multibeam was installed in 
March. This installation was carried out by Mooney Boats 
in Killybegs and P & O Maritime Services Ltd. The system 
was successfully trialled in March and was utilised for the 
full survey season for INFOMAR surveys.  The vessels dry 
lab was also refitted to create more room for personnel 
and to improve the ergonomics of the space. 

The RV Celtic Voyager was chartered to undertake a 
deployment of high and low frequency acoustic cetacean 
monitoring devices in May 2014.  This successfully 
acquired data is a first for Irish waters and will prove 
important for the study of cetaceans in the region. 

The RV Celtic Voyager completed a very successful 
hydrographic survey season with 79 days surveying 
completed on the west and south coasts in support 
of Sustainable Energy Authority Ireland wave energy 
development and for the INFOMAR programme.

The RV Celtic Voyager completed three successful 
Underwater TV surveys in Irish waters to assess 
Nephrops stocks including one survey operating to depths 
of over 500 metres on the Porcupine Bank.  Following 
these surveys, the vessel was chartered by the French 
fishing industry in September 2014 and manned by 
Marine Institute and IFREMER scientists to undertake the 
first TV surveys for Nephrops in the French waters of the 
Bay of Biscay. 

The RV Celtic Voyager undertook a wide range of surveys 
funded under the NDP shiptime program including a 
study of acoustic noise from seismic surveys led by NUI 
Galway (CE14014) and the DINO 14 surveys also led by 
NUI Galway which examined the origin of harmful algal 
blooms. Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology led a week 
long survey on  micro-plastics and trophic interaction in 
the Celtic Sea.  

The CV14012 survey saw the RV Celtic Voyager operating 
a box corer at depths down to 1,500m to successfully 
acquire a baseline data set intended for use in Before-
After-Control-Impact Design Monitoring programmes in 
support of future petroleum exploration and exploitation 
activities.

The RV Celtic Voyager was made available for 55 days 
training for third level students largely through the 
SMART program operating out of Cork Harbour and a 
total of 329 students were trained totalling 475 student 
days. 

RV Celtic Explorer:
The RV Celtic Explorer began the year with a short survey 
in the Irish Sea (CE14001) which was led by University 
College Cork and this survey used an innovative deep 
cone penetrometer system developed by the Centre 
for Marine and Environmental Sciences (MARUM) to 
investigate the deep sediment layers in the Irish Sea.

The CE14003 and CE14004 surveys which were led by 
NUI Maynooth and University College Cork respectively 

Dendrophyllia at the base of a wall in the Whittard Canyon captured 
by an international research team, led by scientists from the 
National University of Ireland, Galway.

A 3D image of the seabed at Teelin Knoll, Donegal taken 
with the new multibeam on the Research Vessel,  Celtic 
Voyager, April 2014 .
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saw the RV Celtic Explorer deploy the vessel’s new six 
meter Gravity Coring System as well as the GSI Vibrocorer 
in studies of sediment and shallow geology off the west 
coast and in the Celtic Sea. 

The RV Celtic Explorer completed an extended transit 
survey led by NUI Galway in partnership with Memorial 
University of Newfoundland scientists focusing on the 
biology and oceanography of mesoscale eddies and 
fronts while en route to Canada to complete the acoustic 
fisheries survey on behalf of Memorial University. 

After completion of the survey on behalf of Memorial 
University the RV Celtic Explorer mobilised for the annual 
climate change survey in St John’s Newfoundland and 
began the survey on the “Ovide” line in the region of the 
mid-Atlantic ridge which saved a lot of vessel fuel and 
time. 

The vessel completed two ROV surveys in 2014 totalling 
31 days.  The first (CE14009) was a survey of the 
ecosystem functioning and biodiversity at Whittard 
Canyon to the south of Ireland in depths of 1000-3000m. 
This was followed by a successful expedition to the 
Rockall Bank in a survey led by University College Dublin 
which studied slope collapses on the Rockall Bank.

The vessel completed two surveys (CE14012/CE14017) 
on behalf of The Bundesamt für Seeschifffahrt und 
Hydrographie (Federal Maritime and Hydrographic 
Agency) (BSH) Germany which was a vital contribution to 
the vessels operating budget. 

Before commencing the groundfishing season the vessel 
completed a five day summer school for post graduates  
(CE14013) focusing on the study of cold water coral 
regions.  This program was organised by the SMART 
program in collaboration with the Alfred Wegener 
Institute. 

The vessel completed a very successful season of 
fisheries surveys on behalf of the Fisheries Ecosystem 
Advisory Services with 63 day’s acoustic surveying for 
Herring and Blue Whiting followed by the annual 47 day 
ground fishing survey which saw the vessel achieve 170 
valid fishing tows in the course of the survey.

Following completion of the survey season on the 17th 
December the vessel began a maintenance program in 
advance of a planned refit. The vessel sailed to commence 
the refit in A & P Falmouth on the 27th December and 
entered the dry dock to commence work on the 29th 
December 2014.

The tendering process for the upgrade of the vessel 
hydrographic and geophysical equipment was completed 
and Kongsberg Maritime was selected as the supplier of 
the vessel’s new deep-water and high resolution multi-
beams and positioning system. IXSEA Blue was the 
successful bidder for the deep-water sub-bottom profiler.  
All this equipment will be fitted during the dry dock 
period in January 2015.

Vessel Distance 
Sailed 

Fuel 
consumption 

EEOI  
(Efficiency 
measurement 
Metric Tonnes 
fuel/Nautical 
Mile)

Celtic 
Explorer

41,625 
Nm

1,686,960 
Litres

0.040844973 
M3/NM

Celtic 
Voyager

23,414 
Nm

319,300 
Litres

0.013932177 
M3/NM

Foreign Vessel Observer Scheme 2014

A total of 22 foreign vessels conducted marine research 
surveys in Irish waters in 2014.  There were 12 UK ships, 
and the rest were French (2), Norwegian (2), Spanish (1), 
Dutch (1), Russian (1), German (1) and Lithuanian (1) and 
USA (1), all of which conducted a training or research 
survey while in Irish waters.  Eight Irish observers 
participated in some of these surveys throughout the year 
with a total of 187 days at sea between them.

ROV Holland I being launched from the RV Celtic Explorer 
during expedition at Rockall Bank, July 2014.  The new 
gravity corer is in the foreground. The CE14011 research 
survey was supported by the Marine Institute, and is 
funded under the Marine Research Sub-Programme by 
the Irish Government with a contribution from the ERC 
CODEMAP project.
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Advanced Mapping Services
During 2014, Advanced Mapping Services  continued 
to support shallow water and coastal seabed survey 
activity as the key operational part of the INFOMAR 
Programme (INtegrated mapping FOr the sustainable 
development of Ireland’s MArine Resource). The team 
also supported the research vessel operations team  with 
the significant survey infrastructural upgrades which 
took place on board the RV Celtic Voyager and planned 
for the  RV Celtic Explorer to facilitate delivery of 
phase two of INFOMAR, and underpin mapping related 
research activities and opportunities. 

Programme 1 - Data Acquisition, Management  and 
Interpretation:
Survey targets have been broadly met for 2014, with 
some deviations due to prioritisation reviews of 
stakeholders, and some technical issues that arose.
Nearshore and Coastal survey targets for 2014 were 
outlined in the “2014 Operational Programme”:
 
•	 Nearshore: Lough Swilly, outer Mulroy Bay, 

Sheephaven  and Gola Island, Donegal, Blacksod, 
Broadhaven Bays, West Clare SEAI site, Tralee Bay

•	 SEAI nearshore West Clare survey postponed – 
SEAI reviewing requirementsGola Island survey 
postponed – BIM reviewing priorities 

•	 V. shallow survey not undertaken in Swilly, Mulroy, 
Donegal

•	 Gaps filled in Killary Approaches relating to 
extended bay boundaries 

•	 Coastal: West Clare SEAI site, SW Coast, Outer 
Tralee, Outer Galway Bay, SW Coast

•	 Areas completed, weather downtime used 
to resurvey some areas with old generation 
multibeam data

Programme 2 - Data Integration and Exchange: 
One of the key bottlenecks identified in delivery of an 
integrated data and product suite, is the time lag between 
acquisition of inshore survey data, and delivery of 
processed survey leg data. The latter cleaned and levelled 
hydrographic data is required to merge with historical 
data, before final chart production can be undertaken. 
To streamline this process, outsourced personnel 
were trained up in hydrographic data processing, 
the outstanding processing and charting effort were 
estimated, and two year work plans were implemented.

To improve access to seabed mapping data and 
associated products and information, the INFOMAR 
website was given a preliminary update, with a new front 
page developed to direct users more clearly towards 
relevant material and data resources. Web map services 
have been developed and maintained, to ensure systems 
are compliant with current data exchange standards. 
This also ensures they are accessible through stable and 
current platforms and technology. 

Programme 3 - Value Added Exploitation
Significant activity has been ongoing under the Value 
Added Programme, in line with recommendations from the 
2013 PwC INFOMAR Programme Review. 

The focus of this sub-programme during 2014 has been 
on:
•	 Development and delivery of some specific long term 

high impact projects supported by the Dublin Business 
Innovation Centre.

•	 Raising public awareness of INFOMAR through use of 
social media, higher level engagement in national marine 
related conferences and events (tourism to heritage to 
policy), and more active outreach during field operations.

•	 Engagement in more strategic large scale research 
collaborations and initiatives.

•	 Focus on capacity build across the skill set shortage 
areas related to seabed mapping required to underpin 
commercial and research opportunities

Some highlights include: 
•	 Launch of the INFOMAR Dive App, INFOMAR Story 

Maps, and the INFOMAR Education  and Outreach 
Development Programme. The latter is currently 
targeted at transition year students, enabling them to 
create their own maps and mapping website, and record 
coastal and environmental data, thus engaging students 
in coding, scientific observation and mapping.

•	 Partnered on EC Coast  and Checkpoint proposals, and  
European Space Agency Thematic Exploitation Proposal, 
all awaiting funding decisions.

•	 Partnered on a Science Foundation Ireland Clusters call, 
which while unsuccessful was deemed a strong proposal, 
which with the appropriate Remote Sensing Academic 
lead, may prove successful on the next Clusters call 
round.

With a view to building on INFOMAR related research 
capacity, research proposals were drafted for PhD’s in 
Seaweed Resource Assessment, Biotope Mapping,  and 
Fisheries Multibeam Acoustics, the latter of which has 
commenced.

Oceanographic Services
The Oceanographic Services team serviced over 130 
requests for oceanographic data and products during 2014. 
They continued to provide dedicated field and model data 
and analysis to support advisory services provided by our 
Marine Environment and Food Safety services and Fisheries 
teams at the Marine Institute.

The Oceanographic Services team delivered all elements of 
the significant work programme of the SEAI Ocean Energy 
Service Level Agreement on time and within budget. The 
design and procurement of the acoustic noise monitoring 
array was advanced throughout 2014 with a view to 
interfacing this array with the Galway Bay Cable Project. 
Operational services were provided at both the Galway 
Bay and Belmullet ocean energy test sites. Oceanographic 
Services continue to manage the test and demonstration 
facilities at the quarter scale ocean energy test site in 
Galway Bay, jointly with SmartBay.
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A project team from the Marine Institute, SmartBay, 
University College Cork and Sustainable Energy Authority 
of Ireland in addition to engineering advisors was 
assembled to advance the project management of test 
and demonstration facilities at the quarter scale ocean 
energy test site in Galway Bay.  Significant procurement 
was undertaken and regulatory licences sought as part of 
the works. Considerable design and procurement activity 
was undertaken to assemble the components of the cable 
infrastructure which will be deployed in Galway Bay in 
2015 as part of the Ocean Energy Test Bed infrastructure.

The National Weather Buoy Network was supported and 
maintained on behalf of the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport. 2014 proved to be a challenging year 
for the network due to several system failures and vessel 
strikes. Due to the concerted efforts of the technical 
team an availability rate of 80 percent was maintained 
throughout 2014, in line with metrics specified in the 
Memorandum of Understanding with Department of 
Transport, Tourism and Sport. Building on the newly 
developed ocean models for oil spill and biogeochemical 
applications, a high resolution (localised fine scale) shelf 
model was developed. The team worked with the RNLI 
to provide a high resolution tidal atlas for Galway Bay. 
This is now in use among four crews in the wider Galway 
Bay area. A fine scale model is being developed for Inner 
Galway Bay to aid search and rescue operations in the bay. 
Oceanographic Services is working with the information 
services and development team to make oceanographic 
data available and customisable through a new data 
dashboard and portal environment. A steady level of 

activity, primarily routine maintenance and calibration 
was rolled out for the National Tide Gauge Network.
 
Key elements of the EU funded projects JERICO, 
MyOcean2 and MyOcean follow on were successfully 
delivered and several new oceanographic projects were 
submitted for Horizon 2020 funding. The team will play 
a significant role in the AtlantOS Blue Growth 8 project 
which received funding approval in 2014.

Oceanographic services team remains active on both 
the International Council for the Exploration of the Seas 
(ICES) WGOH and European Global Ocean Observation 
System (EuroGOOS) and on the Marine Observations and 
Data Expert Group of DG Mare. The team conducted a 
coordinated ocean climate cruise from Newfoundland to 
Galway collecting ocean carbon, salinity, temperature and 
oxygen data coordinated with a French expedition that 
ran concurrently between Lisbon and Greenland.

The team continued to provide input to the 
implementation planning and legal work required for 
the development of a European Research Infrastructure 
Consortium (ERIC) for a long term partnership on the 
European Multidisciplinary Seafloor Observatory (EMSO) 
project. We also participated in the COOPEUS (linking 
European/US major environmental research projects), 
and FixO3 (linking EU activities on fixed point marine 
observatories) projects and a wide range of EU and 
international infrastructure projects.

Sheena Fennell from the National University of Ireland, Galway with Dr. George Rose from the Fisheries and Marine Institute of 
Memorial University, Newfoundland, worked alongside fifteen scientists and students from NUIG, GMIT and UCC while crossing the 
Atlantic as part of the ongoing transatlantic research from Galway to St. Johns, Newfoundland, April 2014.
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Information Services and Development
The Information Services and Development  team 
continues to provide ICT and data support and 
development services across the Marine Institute to 
provide a robust operational ICT and data platform, 
develop new technical capabilities and support 
improvements in service delivery.
 
Operational Support:
In 2014 Information Services and Development serviced 
over 3,282 support requests covering technical, 
applications and data management queries, and carried 
out internal training for 54 personnel.

The team coordinated the servicing of 228 data requests 
from external parties. The number of external data 
requests has decreased by approximately 10 percent 
since 2013, probably explained by the increased use of 
online data services such as the Marine Data Online data 
portal which now averages approximately 400 sessions 
per month. In addition to Irish users in 2014 international 
access was recorded from 80 countries worldwide. 
As more datasets are added to the service and data is 
highlighted by Institute-developed services such as the 
Irish Spatial Data Exchange, Ireland’s Marine Atlas and 
Ireland’s Marine Renewable Energy Portal these numbers 
are expected to grow.

The data management team also supported the Data 
Collection Framework, INFOMAR and Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive programmes, and the Aquaculture 
Foreshore Licensing team. Of particular note is the work 
done to support the management of inshore fisheries data 
for NATURA risk assessment which is supporting the 
assessment and reporting process. 

The application development team has supported 
the integration of new data sources from the ocean 
energy test sites and Burrishoole catchment, and for 
improvements in access to fisheries data.

Project Activity:
Information Services and Development were involved 
in over 70 projects during 2014 covering operational 
maintenance, service improvement and strategic 
capability development. Key activities including the 
completion of the redevelopment work for the Institute’s 
new website, the development as part of the Sustainable 
Energy Authority of Ireland of Ireland’s Renewable 
Energy Portal (www.oceanenergyireland.com) which was 
shortlisted for an eGovernment award, the integration 
of the Irish Spatial Data Exchange (www.isde.ie) into 
the Government national Open Data portal (http://data.
gov.ie), and a major redevelopment of the harmful algal 
blooms data system which will greatly modernise the 
system improving data entry, reporting and the public 
online interfaces. 

The IT operations team also carried out a significant 
upgrade of the ICT server environment on the research 
vessels, upgraded the Institute’s WiFi network, and 
have started a necessary upgrade to the data storage 

infrastructure to ensure that organisational files and 
data can be securely stored for the next 2-3 years. Also 
in progress is the early stage definition of how data from 
the Galway Bay cabled observatory will be processed and 
managed.

In 2014 the information services and development team 
has been closely involved in the definition of the Irish 
Digital Ocean (IDO) concept, a strategic project which aims 
to joined-up access to marine data from multiple national 
sources. The team was awarded an Azure4Research grant 
from Microsoft Research to support this activity, with the 
Microsoft Azure cloud platform used to prototype several 
new data services. They also developed a new Innovation 
focus which is helping to bridge the gap between scientific 
data acquisition and end-user information e.g. the real-
time dashboards. The IDO concept and new Innovation 
function will be developed further in conjunction with the 
development of the Institute’s data strategy in 2015.

Advanced Technology Programme
Through the course of 2014, the advanced marine 
technology programme team continued to work in 
mobilising the research and innovation community 
to create a critical mass multi-disciplinary industry-
oriented marine grouping in the area of advanced sensing, 
communications and informatics.

The programme facilitated capacity build initiatives 
through engagement with national and international 
programmes of research and development. In particular, 
the Marine Institute worked with its research partners to 
mobilise the marine research and enterprise community 
in response to a Science Foundation Ireland Centres 
call in Earth and Ocean Observation. A consortium of 
five universities (NUI Galway, NUI Maynooth, Dublin 
City University, University College Cork and University 
Limerick) and government agencies including the Marine 
Institute and Teagasc, led by NUI Galway, submitted a 
proposal for an Atlantic Centre for Earth Observation 
(ACEObs) which reached the final round of the review 
process. The proposal attracted 50 industry partners of 
which 15 were mobilised by the Marine Institute. 

The programme has also been looking at emerging 
opportunities for the sector through the European Space 
Agency.  Work has also being taking place at a strategic 
level in association with Enterprise Ireland to assess the 
need for the marine community for real-time access to 
data from the new fleet of Sentinel satellites as part of the  
European Space Agency Copernicus Programme.

The Programme has also been working with the Marine 
technology community to disseminate information and 
mobilise interest in relation to the first round of calls in 
Horizon 2020 for the 2014-2015 work programme. Irish 
marine researchers were particularly successful in the last 
cross-thematic call under the FP7 Ocean of Tomorrow 
with Irish participation in four projects (LEANWIND, 
COMMON SENSE, SENSE OCEAN, MariaBOX) and UCC 
coordinating the LEANWIND project.

http://www.oceanenergyireland.com
http://www.isde.ie
http://data.gov.ie
http://data.gov.ie
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The promotion of the SmartOcean cluster internationally 
is a key element of the programme and this year it was 
facilitated through the Marine Institute supporting a 
SmartOcean Ireland stand at Oceanology International 
and also participated in a wide number of other 
international events to create visibility of the cluster.

The INTERREG STAMAR project also kicked off this year 
and work has been on-going to deliver work packages 
1 and 2 led by the Marine Institute. The first activity is 
to coordinate a transnational technology assessment 
to identify ICT-intensive technologies that could be of 
interest to maritime SMEs. The second will lead to the 
creation of a portfolio of best available technologies‟ that 
are beneficial to maritime SMEs. The technologies will 
support sustainable business development that will lead 
to the protection of the marine environment.

The advanced marine technology programme has 
also been working with national infrastructure such 
as SmartBay to support the development of research 

projects. In particular, SmartBay began a number of 
its National Infrastructure Access Programme (NIAP) 
activity II large-scale projects. The awards totalling €86k 
are funded through Dublin City University and fit under 
the objectives of the SmartBay Ireland Programme 
for Research in Third-Level Institutions (PRTLI) Cycle 
5 programme.   A Principle Investigator and industry 
workshop was also held in November this year where 
a Memorandum of Understanding was signed with 
SmartBay, Newfoundland and Labrador to support shared 
access to facilities and expertise and the creation of joint 
research and enterprise initiatives and projects. Work 
has also continued on developing strategic alliances with 
other agencies for use of platforms that can support 
research and development. In particular, a number of 
initiatives took place with the Irish Air Corps including 
an exploratory exercise where three researchers went 
on board a routine maritime patrol to explore how the 
Casa aircraft may also support the marine research and 
innovation agenda.

Industry is a key focus point for the advanced technology 
programme and a number of initiatives took place in 
order to strengthen ties and catalyse activity. In particular 
the first Marine ICT accelerator programme was held 
with IBM. Through the work of the development task 
force established by the marine coordination group 
in the context of Harnessing our Ocean Wealth - An 
Integrated Marine Plan for Ireland, the programme has 
been inputting information to help provide context for the 
requirements for the future development of the sector. 
Cathx Ocean represent an example of the development 
of the sector this year with the announcement of 50 
jobs in Naas, County Kildare and were presented by 
the programme at the inaugural Harnessing Our Ocean 
Wealth Conference in June. 

The SmartOcean programme in its current format is 
currently due for revision. This is being carried out 
through the work of the Development Task Force (DTF) 
and the Marine Institute in its role in developing the new 
marine Research and Innovation Strategy (2014-2020) 
and the programme has been contributing to each of 
these initiatives in the context of Harnessing our Ocean 
Wealth - An Integrated Marine Plan for Ireland.

Michael Roper of P & O Maritime provided technical support to 
the M6 weather buoy network which is located 300 miles west 
of Galway. Pictured here with sub sea floats which keep the 
weather buoy in position in extreme weather conditions. 
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The Audit Committee at 30th March 2015 comprises 
the following non-executive members of the Board:  
Patricia Barker, Francis Coyle and David Owens.  Lorcan 
O Cinneide retired as a member of the Committee in 
February 2015. 

The main duties of the Audit  Committee are to oversee 
the relationship with the external auditor, the Comptroller 
and Auditor General.  During the year under review, the 
Audit Committee did not discuss with the external auditor 
the nature and scope of the audit to be undertaken, 
but did meet with the external auditor to review his 
findings and the outcome of the audit, along with his 
recommendations contained in the Management Letter.  
The Committee also monitors the integrity of the financial 
statements prepared by the Company and the monthly 
management accounts prepared by management. During 
the year ended 31st December 2014, the Committee kept 
under review the effectiveness of the Company’s internal 
controls and risk management systems. In particular, we:

•	 monitored the Risk Management System and the 
movement of risks on the register;

•	 engaged with the internal auditor to discuss the work 
programme and the outcomes of the internal audits and 
to assess our reliance on the conclusions of the internal 
auditor;

•	 monitored the adoption and implementation of the 
recommendations of internal and external auditors;

•	 engaged with the CFO and CEO to assure ourselves as 
to the accounting judgements applied to the financial 
statements;

•	 Prepared data to support the Chairman’s letter of 
assurance to the Minister;

•	 conducted an internal review of our performance during 
the year under review. 

The Terms of Reference of the Audit, Finance & Risk 
Committee have been approved by the Board and are 
reviewed on an annual basis and amended as appropriate.  
The Committee met four times in 2014 (4 in 2013).  
There were no material services provided by the internal 
auditors during the year under review.  Therefore the 
Audit Committee, having considered all relationships 
between the Institute and the internal audit firm, does 
not consider that those relationships impair the auditor’s 
judgement or independence.

Liaison
The programme of the Marine Institute covers a 
wide range of activities that require close liaison and 
cooperation with many individuals and organisations. 
These include the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine, the Department of Finance, Department 
of Environment, Community and Local Government, 
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, as well 
as other government departments and state agencies, 
private enterprise and the higher education sector. 
The Institute acknowledges the continued support and 
cooperation of all concerned.

Health and Safety
In accordance with the Health and Safety and Welfare Act 
(1989), the Marine Institute has up-dated all Health and 
Safety Statements. The Institute continues to implement 
appropriate measures to protect the safety and health of 
all employees and visitors to its premises.

Ethics and Public Office Act
All persons holding a designated position within the 
Marine Institute provide a statement of interests to the 
Public Office Commission in accordance with sections 18 
and 20 of the Ethics in Public Office Act, 1995.

Employment Equality
The Marine Institute is committed to a policy of equal 
opportunity and adopts a proactive approach to equality. 
The Institute operates a number of schemes that provide 
staff with options in relation to meeting their career and 
personal needs, such as job sharing, study leave and 
educational programmes.

Code of Practice (Reporting)
The Marine Institute adheres to the statutory Codes of 
Practice for Governance of State Bodies as laid down by 
the Department of Finance. The Institute can confirm that 
Directors and employees have adopted and are trained on:

•	 Formal code of conduct on conflict of interest and 
customer charter

•	 Properly constituted Audit Committees
•	 Procurement procedures
•	 Sensitive Issues

General Administration

Audit Committee
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GENERAL ADMININISTRATION

Energy Efficiency Reporting by Public Sector 
Bodies (S.I. 542 of 2009)
The predominant energy users in the Marine Institute is the 
headquarter office and laboratory facility and the research 
vessels RV Celtic Explorer and RV Celtic Voyager. Within 
the headquarters laboratories in Oranmore, laboratory 
mechanical and electrical services account for approximately 
20 percent of the overall electrical energy consumption of 
the facility. Lighting, general office equipment and laboratory 
equipment account for the majority of the remaining electrical 
consumption. 

Overview of Energy Usage in 2014

In 2014 the Marine Institute consumed:

•	 2,700,764 kWh of electricity 
•	 12,202 litres of Kerosene 
•	 347,074 litres of bulk propane gas for heating 
•	 5,222 litres of road diesel 
•	 1,444,440 litres of Marine gasoil for Marine Institute 

funded research surveys 

The figures show reductions in all energy types with the 
exception of bulk propane gas which remained the same:

•	 3 percent reduction in electricity – 64,150kWh units 
•	 10 percent reduction in Kerosene – 1,350 litres
•	 25 percent reduction in road diesel (this was due to a 

vehicle being decommissioned)

Actions Undertaken in 2014 
2014 saw the introduction of further energy saving lighting 
measures by installing timing sensors to key light controls 
in commonly used areas. Archive rooms, coffee docks and 
cleaners stores are now fitted with sensors to ensure lights are 
switched off within 5 minutes of being activated. 

A trial has been undertaken in Oranmore to assess the potential 
savings that could be made through the installation of LED light 
fittings, with indications that a 50 percent reduction in energy 
consumption would be possible. A full review will be carried out 
in 2015 to assess the cost savings benefit and potential roll out 
throughout the Oranmore facility.

Actions Planned for 2015
A review of laboratory energy consumption was completed 
and measures will be implemented in 2015 that will continue 
to ensure safe working practices are met whilst reducing 
laboratory energy consumption.

Scéim Gaeilge 2014 Update
The Grúpa Gaeilge was established to prepare the Marine 
Institute’s Irish Language Scheme/Scéim Foras na Mara 
under Section 11 of the Official Languages Act 2003.  
The first period of the scheme Gaeilge expired in 2012 
and preparation and development of the second phase 
of the scheme was overseen by the Grúpa Gaeilge in 
2012 and 2013.  This was lodged with the Irish Language 
Commissioners office in November 2013. The updated 
scheme was confirmed by the Minister and will remain 
in force for a three year period from 6th October 2014. 
The second period of the scheme builds on the extensive 
efforts to implement the requirements under the Act 
which were brought about under the first period following 
identification of areas for enhancement of Irish language 
services provided by the Institute.  

The second period will maintain the commitment to 
assess, on an ongoing basis, the level of demand for 
services through Irish and to ensure that the Marine 
Institute continues to meet this demand in a planned, 
coherent and accessible way.  The Marine Institute 
continues to gauge the level of demand for its services in 
the Irish language by carrying out regular audits through 
a system of counting/measuring the level of queries/
requests for services through Irish in a given period. 
However, in order to generate requests for services, the 
Marine Institute documents and promotes awareness 
amongst staff and clients as to which services the 
Institute provides in Irish.
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APPENDIX 1:  
MARINE RESEARCH PROGRAMME 2014 - 2020 

SHIP-TIME  PROGRAMME AWARDS 2014

Research Measure Research Programme Project Type Project 
Reference

Project Title Grantee / Lead Total 
Grant-Aid

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Dedicated
Training

CE14013 SMART AWI Summer School 
2014

Galway-Mayo
Institute of
Technology

€90,000

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Dedicated
Training

CV14002 Multidisciplinary Survey 
Planning - 
A Peer Assisted Learning 
Exercise 
Led by Postgraduate and Final
Year Degree Students

Galway-Mayo
Institute of
Technology

 €40,000

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Dedicated
Training

CV14003/
CV14017
  

SMART Accredited Common
Learning Module (Spring and
Winter 2014)

Galway-Mayo
Institute of
Technology

€156,000

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Dedicated
Training

CV14004 SMART Ocean Energy 2014 Galway-Mayo
Institute of
Technology

€16,000

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Dedicated
Training

CV14005 SMART Science at Sea:
Multidisciplinary Ship-Based
Training for Students of Marine-
Related Sciences

Galway-Mayo
Institute of
Technology

€48,000

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Dedicated
Training

CV14010 SMART Operational 
Oceanography 2014

Galway-Mayo
Institute of
Technology

€40,000

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Dedicated
Training

CV14016 SMART Offshore Geological 
Exploration and MSc Marine 
Biology - Cork Harbour

Galway-Mayo
Institute of
Technology

€56,000

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Dedicated
Training

CV14018 SMART AIT Common Learning
Module 2014

Galway-Mayo
Institute of
Technology

€16,000

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Dedicated
Training

CV14019 SMART Observer Programme:
Applied Marine Biological 
Sampling and Data Collection 

Galway-Mayo
Institute of
Technology

€32,000

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Dedicated
Training

CV14024 Undergraduate Shipboard 
Training in Methods of 
Oceanographic,
Benthic, Megafauna and 
Fisheries Research

Galway-Mayo
Institute of
Technology

€56,000

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Integrated
Research
Survey

CE14002 Cetaceans on the Frontier 5 Galway-Mayo
Institute of
Technology

€324,000

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Integrated
Research
Survey

CE14003 GATEWAYS 2 National
University
of Ireland,
Maynooth

€216,000
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Research Measure Research Programme Project Type Project 
Reference

Project Title Grantee / Lead Total 
Grant-Aid

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Integrated
Research
Survey

CE14004 WICPro (West of Ireland Coring
    Programme)

University
College Cork

€234,000

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Integrated
Research
Survey

CE14006 Transatlantic Added Value
     

National
University
of Ireland,
Galway

€216,000

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Policy
Support
Survey

CE14008 Climate Change Oceanography,
Biogeochemistry  and Geology 
Sections

Marine
Institute

€144,000

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Integrated
Research
Survey

CE14009 Canyon Ecosystems
     

National
University
of Ireland,
Galway

€423,000

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Integrated
Research
Survey

CE14011 SORBEH (Slope collapses On 
Rockall Bank and Escarpment
Habitats)

University
College 
Dublin

€351,000

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Integrated
Research
Survey

CE14020 Cetaceans on the Frontier 6 Galway-Mayo
Institute of
Technology

€90,000

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Policy
Support
Survey

CV14001 Winter Environmental Survey 
2014 Programme

Marine
Institute

 €104,000

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Integrated
Research
Survey

CV14007 The collapse of the Irish ice sheet
in the Celtic Sea sector and its
Marine habitat legacy

University 
of Ulster

 €96,000

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Integrated
Research
Survey

CV14012 DINO14 (Dinophysis Harmful
Algal Bloom)

National
University
of Ireland,
Galway

€56,000

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Integrated
Research
Survey

CV14021 Collaborative Research on the
Porcupine Bank

National
University
of Ireland,
Galway

€88,000

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Integrated
Research
Survey

CV14023 South Coast Plastics Galway-Mayo
Institute of
Technology

         
€64,000

Infrastructure
Supporting

Research Vessel
Ship-Time

Integrated
Research
Survey

CE14014 Acoustic monitoring in
Irish waters

National
University
of Ireland,
Galway

€44,000

TOTAL €3,000,000
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 APPENDIX 1: (continued) 
MARINE RESEARCH PROGRAMME 2014 - 2020 

FUNDED RESEARCH PROJECTS 2014

MARINE RESEARCH PROGRAMME 2014-2020 - FUNDED RESEARCH PROJECTS 2014

Research Measure Research Programme Project Type Project 
Reference

Project Title Grantee / Lead Total Grant-
Aid

Industry Shipping and
Maritime Transport
     

Postgraduate
Fellowship
funded

CF/14/01
    

Cullen Fellowship:
Port Performance Metrics

National
University
of Ireland,
Galway

€66,000

Discovery Marine
Technology

Postgraduate
Fellowship
funded

CF/14/02
    

Cullen Fellowship:
Remote Sensing

University
College Cork

€66,000

Policy
Support

Marine
Environment

Postgraduate
Fellowship
funded

CF/14/05
    

Cullen Fellowship:
Ocean Climate

National
University
of Ireland,
Galway

€66,000

Discovery Marine
Technology

Postgraduate
Fellowship

CF/14/07
    

Cullen Fellowship:
Ocean Observation 
Technologies

University
of Limerick

€66,000

Innovation
Supporting

Innovation Networking
Travel
Grants

NT/14/01 to
NT/14/70

Attendance at or Hosting 
of Marine Conferences, 
Workshops and
Events

Various  €32,776

Discovery Marine
Functional Foods/
Food Safety

Capacity
Building
(Ireland/USA
Programme)

N/A
    

Marine Institute Fulbright 
Fellowship

N/A_  €22,000

Discovery Marine
Technology

Infrastructure Tenders Ocean Data  and Modelling 
Capacity

Various €310,613

Policy
Support

Knowledge and
Information
Management

Contract
for Services

Tender Ocean Data Access
Development Applications

Compass
Informatics
Ltd

€129,150

Discovery Renewable
Ocean Energy

Infrastructure N/A Ocean Energy Test Bed 
(Galway Bay Cable)

Dublin City 
University/
Marine Institute

*€650,000

TOTAL  €1,408,539

* This represents the Marine Institute contribution to the project, which is jointly funded with Science Foundation Ireland, the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland and SmartBay Ireland Ltd.
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APPENDIX 2:  
IRISH PARTICIPATION IN EU HORIZON 2020 BLUE 
GROWTH AND RELATED CALLS

Ireland performed strongly in the most recent round of call results announced in relation to Societal Challenge 2 “Food Security, 
Sustainable Agriculture and Forestry, Marine, Maritime and Inland Water Research, and the Bioeconomy”. These included 
topics under the Blue Growth and Sustainable Food Security areas. 

The Marine Institute, in addition to its catalytic role for marine research in Ireland, also performed well in its own right as a 
research performer. The Institute is a coordinator in the retained project “Atlantic Ocean Research Alliance Support Action”, 
and a partner in two further projects: AtlantOS and DiscardLess.  These are in addition to the Institute’s participation in the 
previously retained projects MyOcean and JERICO-NEXT.

The scale of Ireland’s participation in the context of the total budget available under the relevant topics is summarised below.

Retained Budget IE € IE % MI € MI%

BLUE GROWTH CALL

Single Stage 18,987,405 3,408,137 17.9% 1,265,000 6.7%

Second Stage 77,065,787 1,370,884 1.8% 328,375 0.4%

Blue Growth Subtotal 96,053,192 4,779,021 5.0% 1,593,375 1.7%

SUSTAINABLE FOOD SECURITY

"Marine" 3 Topics 21,693,845 808,990 3.7% 275,000 1.3%

TOTAL "MARINE" 117,747,037 5,588,011 4.7% 1,868,375 1.6%

In addition to the success rate in participation in retained projects, the quality of proposals in which Irish partners participated 
has been positive. Irish partners participated in 24 proposals, of which eight (33%) were retained; while a further 10 (42%) were 
placed on the reserve list.

The successful projects with Irish partners are listed on the following pages.
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Atlantic Ocean Research Alliance Support 
Action (AUROC-SA)

Marine Institute (Coordinator) 
Project Value:  €4,235,138
Value to Irish Partner: €1,581,250 
Projected number of researchers: 2
Main Contact: peter.heffernan@marine.ie, 091 387200

The Atlantic Ocean Research Alliance Coordination and 
Support Action (AORAC-SA) is designed to provide 
scientific, technical and logistical support to the 
European Commission in developing and implementing 
trans-Atlantic Marine Research Cooperation between 
the European Union, the United States of America 
and Canada. The Coordination and Support Action  is 
carried out within the framework of the Atlantic Ocean 
Research Alliance as outlined in the Galway Statement 
on Atlantic Ocean Cooperation (May 2013). Recognising 
the evolving nature of the Atlantic Ocean Research 
Alliance, the hallmark of this proposal is that it is flexible, 
responsive, inclusive, efficient, innovative, value-adding 
and supportive.

Ecosystems Approach to making Space for 
Aquaculture (AquaSpace) 

Water Insight BV (Coordinator) 
University College Cork (Irish Partner) 
Value to Irish Partner: €200,000
Projected number of researchers: 1
Main Contact: Jeremy Gault j.gault@ucc.ie  021 4703108
Sonia Monteiro s.monteiro@ucc.ie  021 4903054

The AquaSpace project has the goal of providing increased 
space for aquaculture to allow increased production. 
Following the call, we will achieve this by identifying the 
key constraints experienced by aquaculture development 
in a wide range of contexts and aquaculture types, 
taking into account all relevant factors and advised by a 
Reference User Group. We will then map these constraints 
against a wide variety of tools/methods that have already 
been developed in national and EU projects for spatial 
planning purposes, including some that have been 
designed specifically for aquaculture. In the freshwater 
sector only, we will also consider ecosystem services 
provided by aquaculture that are relevant to integrated 
catchment planning and management. 

At 16 case study sites having a variety of scales, 
aquaculture at different trophic levels with different 
environmental interactions and most importantly with a 
range of key space-related development constraints as 
defined by local stakeholders, we will assess appropriate 
tools using a common process so as to facilitate synthesis 
and comparison. 

This case study approach will generate a large amount of 

information and is allocated about a third of the project’s 
resources. The project will develop the outcomes leading 
to a set of evaluated tools for facilitating the aquaculture 
planning process by overcoming present constraints. This 
information will be presented on an interactive web-based 
platform with tailored entry points for specific user types 
(e.g. planners, farmers, public) to enable them to navigate 
to the tools most appropriate to their application. The 
knowledge and information gained during this process 
will be developed into an on-line module at Masters Level 
which will also be developed into a short continuous 
professional development course aimed at aquaculture 
planning professionals. The public will be engaged by 
an innovative school video competition and a vehicle to 
ensure project legacy will be established.

Optimizing and Enhancing the Integrated 
Atlantic Ocean Observing System (AtlantOS) 

Helmholtz Zentrum fur Ozeanforschung Kiel (Coordinator) 
Marine Institute (Irish Partner) 
Value to Irish Partner: €328,375
Projected number of researchers: 1

Daithi O’Murchu Marine Research Station Ltd 
(Irish Partner) 
Value to Irish Partner: €50,000
Projected number of researchers: 5

T.E. Laboratories (Irish Partner) 
Value to Irish Partner: €303,750
Projected number of researchers: 1

The overarching objective of AtlantOS is to achieve a 
transition from a loosely-coordinated set of existing ocean 
observing activities to a sustainable, efficient, and fit-
for-purpose Integrated Atlantic Ocean Observing System 
(IAOOS), by defining requirements and systems design, 
improving the readiness of observing networks and data 
systems, and engaging stakeholders around the Atlantic; 
and leaving a legacy and strengthened contribution to the 
Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS) and the Global 
Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS). AtlantOS 
will fill existing in-situ observing system gaps and will 
ensure that data are readily accessible and useable. 
AtlantOS will demonstrate the utility of integrating in-
situ and Earth observing satellite based observations 
towards informing a wide range of sectors using the 
Copernicus Marine Monitoring Services and the European 
Marine Observation and Data Network, and connect them 
with similar activities around the Atlantic. AtlantOS will 
support activities to share, integrate and standardize 
in-situ observations, reduce the cost by network 
optimization and deployment of new technologies, and 
increase the competitiveness of European industries, and 
particularly of the small and medium enterprises of the 
marine sector.

mailto:peter.heffernan@marine.ie
mailto:j.gault@ucc.ie
mailto:s.monteiro@ucc.ie
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Monitoring, Managing and Transferring 
Marine and Maritime Knowledge for 
Sustainable Blue Growth (COLUMBUS) 

AquaTT (Coordinator) 
Aqua TT (Irish Partner) 
Value to Irish Partner: €552,313
Projected number of researchers: 5

SmartBay Ireland Limited (Irish Partner) 
Value to Irish Partner: €63,994
Projected number of researchers: 5

BIM (Irish Partner) 
Value to Irish Partner: €47,750
Projected number of researchers: 5

The overarching objective of the COLUMBUS project is 
to ensure that applicable knowledge generated through 
EC-funded science and technology research can be 
transferred effectively to advance the governance of 
the marine and maritime sectors. By incorporating a 
validated Knowledge Transfer methodology previously 
developed through EC funding, the COLUMBUS project 
aims to improve the competitiveness of European 
companies and unlock the potential of the oceans to 
create future jobs and economic growth in Europe (Blue 
Growth). COLUMBUS will also carry out strategic actions 
to enhance the visibility and impact of research to 
stakeholders and European Citizens. Furthermore working 
with funding agencies and stakeholders, COLUMBUS 
will examine the feasibility of improved systems and 
processes to ensure measurable value creation from 
research.

The COLUMBUS Consortium is made up of 26 Partners 
across 14 countries and is a balanced, multidisciplinary 
partnership, containing Pan European organisations 
which represent a broad constituency of stakeholders in 
the Marine and Maritime areas.

Strategies for the gradual elimination of 
discards in European fisheries (DiscardLess) 

Danmarks Tekniske Universitet (Coordinator) 

Marine Institute (Irish Partner) 
Value to Irish Partner: €275,000
Projected number of researchers: 1

Irish Observer Network Limited (Irish Partner) 
Value to Irish Partner: €194,990
Projected number of researchers: 1

The European Union has committed to the gradual 
elimination of discarding. DiscardLess will help provide 
the knowledge, tools and technologies as well as the 
involvement of the stakeholders to achieve this. These 

will be integrated into Discard Mitigation Strategies (DMS) 
proposing cost-effective solutions at all stages of the 
seafood supply chain. The first focus is on preventing 
the unwanted catches from ever being caught. This will 
promote changes in gear using existing and innovative 
selectivity technology, and changes in fishing tactics 
based on fishers’ and scientists’ knowledge. The second 
focus is on making best use of the unavoidable unwanted 
catch. We will detail technical and marketing innovations 
from the deck, through the supply chain to the final 
market, including monitoring, traceability and valorisation 
components. DiscardLess will evaluate the impacts of 
discarding on the marine environment, on the economy, 
and across the wider society.

Industrial Applications of Marine Enzymes 
(INMARE) 

Bangor University (Coordinator) 
University College Cork (Irish Partner) 
Value to Irish Partner: €330,000
Projected number of researchers: 1

INMARE is a collaborative Innovation Action to streamline 
the pathways of discovery and industrial applications 
of new marine enzymes and bioactives for targeted 
production of fine chemicals, drugs and in environmental 
clean-up applications. The INMARE consortium will unify 
the multidisciplinary expertise and facilities of academic 
and industry partners. This will include integrating the 
following core activities: advanced technologies to access 
and sample unique marine biodiversity hot-spots; state-
of-the art technologies for construction of metagenomic 
libraries; innovative enzyme screening assays and 
platforms; cutting-edge sequence annotation pipelines 
and bioinformatics resources; high-end activity screening 
technology; bioanalytical and bioprocess engineering 
facilities and expertise, nanoparticle-biocatalysts; high-
quality protein crystallization and structural analysis 
facilities and experts in IP management for biotechnology. 

The companies involved in the project are market 
leaders in enzyme production and biocatalysis processes 
designed to efficiently deliver safer (pharmaceuticals) 
cheaper (agriculture) and biobased (biopolymers) 
products. They also have an impressive track record in 
environmental clean-up technologies and are committed 
to promoting public understanding, awareness and 
dissemination of scientific research. The main emphasis 
will be focused on streamlining and shortening the 
pipelines for enzyme and ‘bioactive compound’ discovery 
towards industrial applications through the establishing 
of marine enzyme collections with a high proportion of 
enzymes -“all rounder’s”. The project will also prioritize 
the identification of novel lead products and the delivery 
of improved prototypes for new biocatalytic processes.
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Marine Investment for the Blue Economy 
(MARIBE) 

University College Cork (Coordinator) 
University College Cork (Irish Partner) 
Value to Irish Partner: €586,813	
Projected number of researchers: 4 (including 1 project 
manager)

The primary objective of this MARIBE BG5 project is to 
identify the most promising business models in the Blue 
Growth economy (in particular multi-purpose platforms). 
Plans will be developed to overcome their challenges, 
propose how these models can be advanced to large scale 
pilot stage, and test the feasibility of the recommended 
business models. The pilots will be enabled by securing 
support from the investment community and liaising 
with European Commission to implement the outcomes 
of the project and continue funding support via Horizon 
2020. The final aim of this project is to unlock the 
sustainable growth and jobs potential of Blue Growth. A 
new consortium has been created with connections to H2-
Ocean, TROPOS and MERMAID having with the desired 
degree of independence, impartiality to ensure neutral 
business model assessment. 

The partnership comprises the full spectrum of academic 
and SME partners, including expertise from all relevant 
Blue Growth sectors, as well as the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation as a key global partner to secure Trans-
Atlantic pilot, and Business Models Inc. as the business 
model expert. Business models will first be mapped 
according to best practice methodology, cognisant of their 
value chains. The technical and non-technical challenges 
of the business will be measured based on their life cycle 
stage and proposals made for their mitigation. 

Key stakeholders from all sectors of Blue Economy to 
Blue Growth will be engaged, as well as key investors. 
Following these reviews and engagements, four Think 
Tank workshops will be organised to envision innovative 
new business models, in particular considering multi-
purpose platforms. The final workshop will then define 
implementation plans for best business model for 
each of the four basins. Outcome from the project will 
include toolkits and guidelines for stakeholders and 
investment community with regards to the Blue Growth 
socio-economic trends and technical and non-technical 
challenges as well as reports on best business models for 
Blue Growth.  

Novel Marine Biomolecules against 
Biofilm. Application to Medical Devices 
(NOMORFILM) 

Fundacio Centre De Recerca en Salut International de 
Barcelona (Coordinator) 
Trinity College Dublin (Irish Partner) 

Value to Irish Partner: €358,759 
Projected number of researchers: 1

The presented project is focused on finding bioactive 
compounds from microalgae. These compounds will have 
medical applicability in both, treatment and prophylaxis, 
of infections related to implanted prosthetic devices 
(orthopaedic implants and catheters). These infections 
are a serious health problem in the EU and overseas, with 
increasing mortality rates. These antibiofilm compounds 
will be screened in the largest European microalgae 
collection, with over 4,000 strains. This huge biodiversity 
will be deeply screened in order to valorise this marine 
resource by means of new pharma compounds with 
potential to be used in EU healthcare systems.

The NOMORFILM project specific objectives are:  
•	 Screening of 4,000 microalgae (from largest EU 

collection), to search for antibacterial and antibiofilm 
bioactives

•	 Isolation and structural determination of the molecules 
responsible for those antibacterial and antibiofilm 
bioactivities showed by microalgae extracts

•	 Determination of mechanism of action for most 
bioactive compounds and cellular target in the biofilm 
pathogen

•	 Determination of toxicity levels by using the C. elegans 
model with the selected bioactive compounds

•	 Measurement of in vivo antibiofilm activity (implants 
and catheters) by using a rabbit model

•	 Generation of novel antibiofilm nanoparticles and 
determination of their in vivo toxicity and antibiofilm 
bioactivity once incorporated into real prosthetic 
devices

•	 Development of an exploitation plan for the new 
antibiofilm compounds used for manufacturing 
prosthetic devices and catheters

Advanced Tools and Research Strategies for 
Parasite Control in European Farmed Fish 
(ParaFishControl) 

Agencia Estatal Consejo Superior de Investigaciones 
Cientifica (Coordinator) 
AquaTT (Irish Partner) 
Value to Irish Partner: €139,000 
Projected number of researchers: 2

The overarching goal of ParaFishControl is to increase 
the sustainability and competitiveness of the European 
Aquaculture industry by improving our understanding of 
fish-parasite interactions and by developing innovative 
solutions and tools for the prevention, control and 
mitigation of the major parasitic pathogens affecting 
the main European farmed fish species: Atlantic salmon, 
rainbow trout, common carp, turbot, European sea bass  
and gilthead sea bream . The project addresses the most 
harmful parasitic species affecting either one or more 
of these six fish hosts.  These parasites belong to nine 
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different groups: crustaceans, monogeneans, myxozoans, 
microsporidians, cilliates, dinoflagellates, amoebae, 
oomycetes, and zoonotic helminths.

The ParaFishControl partnership is made up of 30 
partners across 13 countries and has been designed to 
tackle the challenge posed by the necessity to gather all 
competences required to achieve the ambitious objectives 
of the project. The consortium encompasses partners who 
are leaders in the domains they are involved in within the 
project and have multidisciplinary and complementary 
expertise and much collaboration is established between 
partners, expertise and parasites

Sea Change (SeaChange)  

Marine Biological Association of the United Kingdom 
(Coordinator) 

AquaTT (Irish Partner) 
Value to Irish Partner: €283,688 
Projected number of researchers: 2

National University of Ireland Galway (Irish Partner) 
Value to Irish Partner: €299,454
Projected number of researchers: 1 + 1 research assistant 
at various junctions

The overarching goals of the SeaChange project are 
to bring about a fundamental “Sea Change” in the way 
European citizens view their relationship with the sea, by 
empowering them – as ‘Ocean Literate’ citizens - to take 
direct and sustainable action towards healthy seas and 
ocean, healthy communities and ultimately - a healthy 
planet. 

Key objectives of Sea Change are to: 	
•	 Compile an in-depth review of the links between Seas 

and Ocean and Human health based on latest research 
knowledge outputs

•	 Build upon the latest social research on citizen and 
stakeholder attitudes, perceptions and values to 
help design and implement successful mobilisation 
activities focused on education, community, 
governance actors and directly targeted at citizens	

•	 Build upon significant work to date, adopting best 
practice and embedding Ocean Literacy across 
established strategic initiatives and networks in order 
to help maximise impact and ensure sustainability

•	 Ensure that efforts to sustain an Ocean Literate society 
in Europe continue beyond the life of Sea Change 
through codes of good practice, public campaigns and 
other ongoing community activities.

•	 Ensure that all activities of Sea Change are carefully 
monitored and evaluated to ensure maximum 
sustainability, effectiveness and efficiency 

•	 Ensure Knowledge exchange with transatlantic 
partners to bring about a global approach to protecting 
the planet’s shared seas and ocean. The objectives will 

be achieved by a closely interlinked programme. Sea 
Change includes a mobilisation phase engaging with 
citizens, formal education and policy actors. Crucially 
the legacy of Sea Change, including continuing 
knowledge sharing with North America, is embedded 
within the project.
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APPENDIX 5:  
CENSUS DATA FOR THE BURRISHOOLE SYSTEM, 2014

Fish Census
The Burrishoole fish (salmon, trout, eel) census programme, which includes the upstream and downstream trap census and 
the juvenile stock monitoring in the streams and lakes using electrofishing and beach seine, forms the basis for much of the 
stock assessment and provision of stock and catch advice.  Research includes stock-recruitment and linking S-R with juvenile 
abundances, run timing, fish production analysis, fecundity and fish behaviour.  Special emphasis is now also being placed on 
evaluation of marine survival and growth.

Upstream census data for the Burrishoole system, 2014 (data for 2014 is provisional)

Species Salmon Leap
Upstream
2014

Mill Race
Upstream
2014

Totals
Upstream
2014

Totals
Upstream
2013

Totals
Upstream
2012

Totals
Upstream
2011

Wild Grilse 257 14 271 710 671 520

Wild Spring Salmon 22 4 23 23 18 51

Reared Grilse 1114 51 1165 1301 2288 866

Wild Sea Trout 23 2 25 20 30 13

Wild Finnock 97 8 105 50 85 35

Wild Brown Trout   45 33 78 101 77 115

Downstream census data for the Burrishoole system, 2014

Species
Salmon Leap
Downstream
2014

Mill Race
Downstream
2014

Totals Downstream
2014

Totals  
Downstream
2013

Totals Downstream
2012

Totals
Downstream
2011

Wild Salmon Smolt 6947 1203 8150 6357 7717 6627

Wild Sea Trout Smolt 398 33 43 485 632 620

Silver Eel 2664 453 3117 3633 3335 1969

APPENDICES 



50 MARINE INSTITUTE // ANNUAL REPORT 2014

APPENDIX 6: 
RESEARCH VESSEL PROGRAMME 2014

Operational  Days from 01/01/2014 - 31/12/2014 Days Surveys Scientist Days Student Days

Celtic Voyager 239 25 1210 475

Celtic Explorer 302 19 3212 0

Total 541 44 4422 475

RV Celtic Voyager Activity 2014

Survey Code Survey Name Survey  
Days

No. of  
Scientists

Scientist  
Days

No. of 
Students

Student  
Days

Student and 
Scientist Days

CV14001 Winter Monitoring Survey 13 7 91 0 0 91

CV14002 Multidisciplinary Survey 
Planning - A Peer Assisted 
Learning exercise lead by 
postgraduates and final 
year degree students

5 3 15 47 47 62

CV14003 SMART Common Module 
Spring 2014

9 7 63 38 76 139

CV14005 SMART Science@Sea 2014 6 4 24 36 72 96

CV14004 SMART HMRC Ocean 
Energy 2014

2 4 8 12 24 32

CV14006 SEAI Renewable Energy 
Survey

18 4 72 0 0 72

CV14007 The collapse of the Irish 
Ice Sheet in the Celtic 
Sea sector and its marine 
habitat legacy

12 7 84 0 0 84

CV14020 Integrated Cetaceans 
Offshore Study

5 7 35 0 0 35

CV14008 INFOMAR Seabed 
Mapping Survey

14 6 84 0 0 84

CV14009 Aran/Porcupine UWTV 
survey

10 6 60 0 0 60

CV14010 SMART Operational 
Oceanography 2014

5 3 15 3 15 30

CV14011 Celtic Sea UWTV Survey 
Leg 1

10 6 60 0 0 60

CV14012 DINO14 7 6 42 0 0 42

CE14014 Monitoring of Acoustic 
Noise from Seismic 
Surveys

11 6 66 0 0 66
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Survey Code Survey Name Survey  
Days

No. of  
Scientists

Scientist  
Days

No. of 
Students

Student  
Days

Student and 
Scientist Days

CV14013 INFOMAR Seabed 
Mapping Survey

26 4 104 0 0 104

CV14014 Celtic Sea UWTV Leg 2 10 6 60 0 0 60

CV14015 INFOMAR Seabed 
Mapping Survey

21 5 105 0 0 105

CV14022 Langolf-TV 10 7 70 0 0 70

CV14019 SMART GMIT AMBS 2014 4 4 16 8 16 32

CV14021 Collaborative research on 
the Porcupine Bank

10 6 60 0 0 60

CV14023 Microplastics and trophic 
interactions in the 
southern Irish coastal 
marine environment

7 2 14 5 35 49

CV14024 Undergraduate shipboard 
training in methods of 
oceanographic, benthic, 
megafauna and fisheries 
research

6 4 24 60 60 84

CV14016 SMART UCC Exploration 
Geology 2014

6 5 30 60 60 90

CV14018 SMART Common Module 
AIT Winter 2014

2 5 10 10 20 30

CV14017 SMART Common Module 
Winter 2014

10 5 50 50 50 100

 Total   239   1210 329 475 1685
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RV Celtic Explorer Activity 2014

Survey Code Survey Name Survey Days No. of Scientists Scientist Days

CE14001 Developing Geotechno Stratigraphies 8 12 96

CE14002 Cetaceans on the Frontier 5 12 20 240

CE14019 Trial of Coring Equipment 5 6 30

CE14003 GATEWAYS II 12 14 168

CE14004 West of Ireland Coring Programme 13 12 156

CE14005 Blue Whiting Acoustic Survey 21 12 252

CE14006 Transatlantic Added Value Survey 13 14 182

CE14007 CE2014 Fisheries Acoustic Survey Newfoundland 29 14 406

CE14008 Ocean climate sections and geology: Porcupine, Rockall, Hatton area 9 10 90

CE14009 Ecosystem Functioning and Biodiversity at Whittard Canyon 17 13 221

CE14010 Northwest Herring Acoustic Survey 21 9 189

CE14011 Slope collapses On Rockall Bank and Escarpment Habitats (SORBEH) 14 13 182

CE14012 BSH Summer Survey 39 12 468

CE14013 SMART AWI Summer School 2014 5 20 100

CE14020 Cetaceans on the Frontier 6 7 18 126

CE14015 Irish Groundfish Survey 2014 Leg 1 12 14 168

CE14016 Celtic Sea Herring Acoustic Survey 21 14 294

CE14017 BSH November Survey 9 10 90

CE14018 Irish Groundfish Survey Legs 2, 3 and 4 35 16 560

 Total   302 253 3212

RV Celtic Voyager Cruise Details 2014

Survey Code Survey Name Chief Scientist Organisation Start Date End Date Survey 
Days

CV14001 Winter Monitoring 
Survey

Dr. Evin McGovern Marine Institute 20/01/2014 01/02/2014 13

CV14002 Multidisciplinary 
Survey Planning

Dr. Ian O'Connor Galway Mayo Institute of Technology 04/02/2014 08/02/2014 5

CV14003 SMART Common 
Module Spring 
2014

Dr. Pauhla McGrane Galway Mayo Institute of Technology 02/03/2014 10/03/2014 9

CV14005 SMART Science@
Sea 2014

Dr. Pauhla McGrane Galway Mayo Institute of Technology 04/04/2014 09/04/2014 6

CV14004 SMART HMRC 
Ocean Energy 2014

Dr. Pauhla McGrane Galway Mayo Institute of Technology 10/04/2014 11/04/2014 2

CV14006 SEAI Surveys Mr. Kevin Sheehan Marine Institute 16/04/2014 03/05/2014 18

CV14007 The collapse of the 
Irish Ice Sheet in 
the Celtic Sea

Dr. Sara Benetti University of Ulster 05/05/2014 16/05/2014 12
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Survey Code Survey Name Chief Scientist Organisation Start Date End Date Survey 
Days

CV14020 Integrated 
Cetaceans Offshore 
Study

Dr. Simon Berrow Galway Mayo Institute of Technology 17/05/2014 21/05/2014 5

CV14008 INFOMAR Mr. Kevin Sheehan Marine Institute 25/05/2014 07/06/2014 14

CV14009 Aran/Porcupine 
Under Water TV 
survey

Ms. Jennifer Doyle Marine Institute 08/06/2014 17/06/2014 10

CV14010 SMART 
Operational 
Oceanography 
2014

Prof Peter Croot National University of Ireland Galway 18/06/2014 22/06/2014 5

CV14011 Celtic Sea Under 
Water TV Survey 
Leg 1

Ms. Imelda Hehir Marine Institute 25/06/2014 04/07/2014 10

CV14012 DINO14 Dr. Robin Raine National University of Ireland Galway 05/07/2014 11/07/2014 7

CE14014 Monitoring of 
acoustic noise from 
seismic surveys

Dr. Martin White National University of Ireland Galway 12/07/2014 22/07/2014 11

CV14013 INFOMAR Mr. Kevin Sheehan Marine Institute 23/07/2014 17/08/2014 26

CV14014 Celtic Sea Under 
Water TV Leg 2

Dr. Colm Lordan Marine Institute 18/08/2014 27/08/2014 10

CV14015 INFOMAR Mr. Kevin Sheehan Marine Institute 28/08/2014 17/09/2014 21

CV14022 Langolf-tv 
Nephrops Survey

Dr. Michele Salaun Ifremer 20/09/2014 29/09/2014 10

CV14019 SMART GMIT 
AMBS 2014

Mr. John Boyd Galway Mayo Institute of Technology 02/10/2014 05/10/2014 4

CV14021 Collaborative 
research on the 
Porcupine Bank

Dr. Adrian Patterson National University of Ireland Galway 07/10/2014 16/10/2014 10

CV14023 Microplastics and 
trophic interactions

Miss Amy Lusher Galway Mayo Institute of Technology 18/10/2014 24/10/2014 7

CV14024 Undergraduate 
shipboard training

Dr. Ian O'Connor Galway Mayo Institute of Technology 27/10/2014 01/11/2014 6

CV14016 SMART UCC 
Exploration 
Geology 2014

Dr. Pauhla McGrane Galway Mayo Institute of Technology 04/11/2014 09/11/2014 6

CV14018 SMART Common 
Module AIT Winter 
2014

Mr. John Boyd Galway Mayo Institute of Technology 10/11/2014 11/11/2014 2

CV14017 SMART Common 
Module Winter 
2014

Mr. John Boyd Galway Mayo Institute of Technology 19/11/2014 28/11/2014 10
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RV Celtic Explorer Cruise Details 2014

Survey
Code

Survey Name Chief Scientist Organisation Start
Date

End Date Survey
Days

CE14001 Developing Geo-techno 
Stratigraphies

Professor Andrew 
Wheeler

University College Cork 10/01/2014 17/01/2014 8

CE14002 Cetaceans on the Frontier 5 Dr. Joanne O'Brien Galway Mayo Institute of 
Technology

20/01/2014 31/01/2014 12

CE14019 Trial of Coring Equipment Mr. Jared Peters University of Ulster 13/02/2014 17/02/2014 5

CE14003 GATEWAYS II Dr. Stephen 
McCarron

National University of Ireland 
Maynooth

22/02/2014 05/03/2014 12

CE14004 West of Ireland Coring 
Programme (WICPro)

Professor Andrew 
Wheeler

University College Cork 06/03/2014 18/03/2014 13

CE14005 Blue Whiting Acoustic Survey Mr. Ciaran O'Donnell Marine Institute 22/03/2014 11/04/2014 21

CE14006 Transatlantic added value Dr. George Rose Newfoundland - Fisheries and 
Marine Institute of Memorial 
University

12/04/2014 24/04/2014 13

CE14007 CE2014 Fisheries Acoustic 
Survey Newfoundland

Dr. George Rose Newfoundland - Fisheries and 
Marine Institute of Memorial 
University

25/04/2014 23/05/2014 29

CE14008 Ocean climate sections and 
geology: Porcupine, Rockall, 
Hatton area

Dr. Glenn Nolan Marine Institute 27/05/2014 04/06/2014 9

CE14009 Ecosystem functioning and 
biodiversity at Whittard 
Canyon

Dr. Martin White National University of Ireland 
Galway

05/06/2014 21/06/2014 17

CE14010 Northwest herring acoustic 
survey

Dr. Cormac Nolan Marine Institute 22/06/2014 12/07/2014 21

CE14011 Slope collapses On Rockall 
Bank and Escarpment 
Habitats (SORBEH)

Dr. Aggeliki 
Georgiopoulou

University College Dublin 14/07/2014 27/07/2014 14

CE14012 BSH Summer Survey Mr. Holger Klein BSH 01/08/2014 08/09/2014 39

CE14013 SMART AWI Summer School 
2014

Dr. Pauhla McGrane Galway Mayo Institute of 
Technology

12/09/2014 16/09/2014 5

CE14020 Cetaceans on the Frontier 6 Dr. Joanne O'Brien Galway Mayo Institute of 
Technology

17/09/2014 23/09/2014 7

CE14015 IGFS 2014 Leg 1 Mr. Hans Gerritsen Marine Institute 24/09/2014 05/10/2014 12

CE14016 Celtic Sea Herring Acoustic 
Survey

Dr. Cormac Nolan Marine Institute 06/10/2014 26/10/2014 21

CE14017 BSH November Survey Mr. Achim Schulz BSH 31/10/2014 08/11/2014 9

CE14018 Irish Groundfish Survey 2014 
Leg 2, 3 and 4

Mr. Brendan O' Hea Marine Institute 13/11/2014 17/12/2014 35
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APPENDIX 7: 
FOREIGN MARINE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH (MSR) 
ACTIVITIES IN IRISH WATERS IN 2014

Foreign Vessel Activity 2014

Scientist Days Ireland Scientist Days Foreign

4897 2974

Vessel Name Country No. of Days No. of Scientists Scientist Days

Endeavour * Britain 16 8 128

Scotia * Britain 6 7 42

Tridens * Netherlands 12 6 72

Discovery * Britain 16 28 448

Fridtjof Nansen Russia 11 17 187

G. O. Sars Norway 5 7 35

Inger Hildur * Norway 14 5 70

Discovery Britain 15 10 150

RRS James Cook * Britain 20 6 120

Corwith Cramer USA 8 4 32

Meteor Germany 6 20 120

RRS James Cook * Britain 24 6 144

Scotia Britain 8 12 96

Vizconde de Eza * Spain 28 14 392

Endeavour Britain 5 6 30

RHM Tenace France 9 4 36

Thalassa France 13 25 325

Discovery Britain 6 15 90

Scotia Britain 6 12 72

Discovery Britain 5 23 115

Nida Lithuania 15 2 30

Corystes Britain 40 6 240

TOTAL 288 315 2974

* Irish Observer onboard (8 total)
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APPENDIX 8: 
MARINE INSTITUTE STRATEGIC PLAN – 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Executive Summary
This Plan has been written with the active engagement of the staff and Board of the Marine Institute to provide clarity on our 
operating framework and the strategic approach that will be taken on key decisions that need to be embraced in the period 
2013–2016.

The document sets out the key foundations for the current operations and roles of the Marine Institute through the first two 
sections.

In Section 3 we state our five key high-level Goals—Service Provider; Research Performer; Research Catalyst and Funder; 
Infrastructure Provider; and the operation of an Efficient and Effective Organisation. These Goals support our Vision of A 
Thriving Maritime Economy in Harmony with the Ecosystem and Supported by the Delivery of Excellence in Our Services 
(Figure 1). Each Goal is accompanied by Key Objectives and Priority Actions that inform our detailed Service Area Operational 
Plans and our Performance Management Development Systems (PMDS).  Table 1 provides an overview of the Institute’s five 
Goals and associated key Objectives. 

GOAL 5
EFFICIENT AND

EFFECTIVE
ORGANISATION

Implement organisational best
practice to ensure that we support 

our staff and deliver maximum 
return on our programmes and 
activities and achieve value for 

money against the 
investment provided.

GOAL 4
INFRASTRUCTURE

PROVIDER
Maintain and enhance critical

infrastructure, data and
information services to underpin
the delivery of Marine Institute

services and national and
international research 

programmes.

GOAL 3
RESEARCH 

CATALYST AND FUNDER
Stimulate, fund and coordinate
marine research, development 

and coordinate innovation 
programmes.

GOAL 2 
RESEARCH 

PERFORMER
Undertake research projects/

programmes that inform and add
value to the core services 

provided by the Marine Institute, 
as well as meet the evolving 
needs of the marine sector 

and our customers.
VISION

A thriving maritime
economy in harmony
with the ecosystem

and supported by the
delivery of excellence 

in our services.

GOAL 1 
 SERVICE PROVIDER

Provide high quality services
that support the implementation

of national and international
legislative requirements;

underpin sectoral development
in a sustainable manner; and

protect and conserve the 
marine environment 

and resources.

Figure 1: Marine Institute Vision and Goals
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Table 1: Marine Institute Goals and associated Key Objectives

Key Objectives

Goal 1:  
Service Provider

Carry out a suite of statutory environmental, fisheries and aquaculture data collection surveys and 
monitoring programmes assigned to the Marine Institute by Government, to allow Ireland to meet its 
national and international legal obligations.

Deliver scientific, technical and economic data services that inform policy and provide advice to 
Government, underpinning sectoral development and protecting the marine environment.

Maintain international excellence in marine science and research in order to gain a better 
understanding of the health and functioning of marine ecosystems and provide scientific advice to 
meet the needs of decision-makers in the rapidly changing area of ocean governance.

Continue to partner and collaborate with the Higher Education sector and other research performers.

Provide services, data, and publications online, in line with the eGovernment Strategy, to improve 
customer services; including access through mobile devices and the use of social media.

Goal 2: 
Research Performer

Maintain our track record as a research performer in targeted areas and seek further opportunities to 
participate in competitive national and international research projects and programmes.

Engage with key stakeholders to maximise Marine Institute research participation and opportunities 
to add value to existing research programmes.

Goal 3: 
Research Catalyst and Funder

Develop and take the lead role in the implementation of national marine research agenda(s) through 
cross-departmental/agency and Higher Education Institute collaboration.

Drive the further development of national programmes in Advanced Marine Technology and Marine 
Biotechnology.

Maximise Irish participation in, and benefit from, international marine Research, Technology, 
Development and Innovation programmes.

Goal 4: 
Infrastructure Provider

Maintain and, where possible, enhance key Marine Institute facilities and assets.

Maintain and explore opportunities to enhance key national marine infrastructures.

Ensure the necessary data infrastructure, guidance and supports are in place to allow delivery of 
efficient and effective day-to-day ICT operations; support best practice management of Marine 
Institute data; and promote access to national marine datasets.

Goal 5:  
Efficient  and Effective Organisation

Deliver a solution-driven, best practice human resource service with a focus firmly on the needs of all 
individual staff and service teams, using management information systems and effective operational 
practices.

Adhere to the highest levels of corporate governance, while delivering a very high level of value-for-
money customer-driven services.

Maintain and enhance the Marine Institute’s reputation and ability to deliver high standards of analysis 
and services through appropriate quality systems and efficient organisation.

Ensure that external communications are effective, comprehensive and relevant and help promote an 
awareness of Ireland’s marine resource.

Section 4 describes our approach to achieving our goals, within the context of the current operating environment.  Teamwork is 
key to this approach. We will build on our open and inclusive planning processes to address challenges and opportunities that 
may arise in the course of the next three years.  

We will continue to identify ways in which we can implement our adaptive and cost efficiency measures to minimise the impact 
of further budget cuts on the delivery of front-line services.  We will also explore new and innovative solutions to our service 
delivery model and examine the scope for new partnerships with the Higher Education Institutes, other government agencies 
and the private sector.  Furthermore, we will strive to expand on our excellent earnings record as a research performer, through 
externally funded programmes. 

The Institute has identified a number of tools which we can use to address the gaps which have been identified. These are 
innovative and show the flexibility, responsiveness and dedication to public service that is required of a modern, efficient 
public body. One highly cost-effective means to deliver new services is through the leveraging of EU funding and international 
partnerships. The Institute has built up a very strong track record of forming successful partnerships with other European 
agencies and institutions and a protocol agreed in early 2013 for the recruitment of staff under other public, private and EU 
funding programmes is most welcome and a crucial tool to enable the Institute to achieve its objectives.  
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Should we reach a limit on the scope of these measures to absorb the impact of further budget cuts on front-line services, 
we will plan adaptive measures to achieve alignment between budget/capacity and service delivery.  This approach would 
involve dialogue with key clients to clarify service demand prioritisation, in order to identify the most balanced outcome 
achievable, thus enabling us to protect our priority front-line services to the maximum extent practicable. 

Finally, this Plan sets out how we will identify and prepare plans to benefit from new opportunities.  There are clear signals 
of an increase in the demand for services from the Marine Institute, in light of economic development opportunities identified 
in Harnessing our Ocean Wealth - An Integrated Marine Plan for Ireland and Government/EU resource management and 
monitoring requirements.  Furthermore, the prospects for an increase in the priority and support for marine research 
and innovation at an EU level are encouraging.
  
This strategic approach, with its balance of reactive and proactive measures, together with the vision, values and 
commitment of the Marine Institute staff, will help guide the Marine Institute through the challenges and opportunities over 
the period 2013–2016.



MARINE INSTITUTE // ANNUAL REPORT 2014  59

APPENDIX 9: 
GALWAY STATEMENT ON ATLANTIC OCEAN COOPERATION 
– LAUNCHING A EUROPEAN UNION – CANADA – UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA RESEARCH ALLIANCE
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GLOSSARY

ACA	 Association of chartered 

	 accountants

ACEObs	 Atlantic Centre for Earth 		

	 Observation

ACRU-NET	 Atlantic Crab Resource Network

AORAC-SA	 Atlantic Ocean Research Alliance 

	 Coordination and Support Action

ASIMUTH	 Applied Simulations and 

	 Integrated Modelling for the 

	 Understanding of Toxic and 

	 Harmful Algal Blooms.

AsMARA	 Arsenic in marine macroalgae 

	 and implications for commercial 

	 uses

ASTOX	 Azaspiracids Toxicological 

	 Evaluation, Test Methods and 

	 Identification of the Source 

	 Organism

BA 	 Bachelor of the Arts

BENTHIS	 Benthic Ecosystems Fisheries 

	 Impact Study

BIM	 Bord Iascaigh Mhara

BSc 	 Bachelor of Science

BSc Arch	 Bachelor of Science - 

	 Architecture

BSH	 Bundesamt für Seeschifffahrt 

	 und Hydrographie – German 

	 Federal Maritime and 

	 Hydrographic Agency

CEO 	 Chief Executive Officer

CFO	 Chief Financial Officer

CFP 	 Common Fisheries Policy

CITES	 Convention of International Trade

	 in Endangered Species

CoFASP	 Fisheries aquaculture and 

	 seafood processing network

CoOPEUS 	 Cooperation between the 

	 European Union and United 

	 States

DAFM 	 Department of Agriculture, Food 

	 and Marine

DAH&G	 Department of Arts, Heritage and 

	 Gaeltacht

DAMARA	 Demersal Mixed fishery Analysis 

	 tool for Regional Advice

DCENR 	 Department of Communications 

	 and Environment and Natural 

	 Resources

DEC&LG	 Department of the Environment, 

	 Community and Local 

	 Government

DCF	 Data Collection Framework

DCU	 Dublin City University

DG Mare 	 Directorate General for Maritime 

	 Affairs and Fisheries

DTF	 Development Task Force

ECOKNOWS	 Effective Use of Ecosystem and 

	 Biological Knowledge in Fisheries

EMEA	 Europe Middle East and Africa

EMFF	 European and Maritime 

	 Fisheries Fund

EMSO	 European Multidisciplinary 

	 Seafloor Observatory

EPA 	 Environmental Protection 

	 Agency

ERIC	 European Research 

	 Infrastructure Consortium

ETP	 Excellence Through People 

	 Accreditation

EU 	 European Union

EUROBASIN	 Integrated Project on Basin – 

	 Scale Analysis

EuroGOOS	 European Global Ocean 

	 Observing System

F.C.A.	 Financial Conduct Authority

FDI	 Foreign Direct Investment

FEAS 	 Fisheries Ecosystem Advisory 

	 Services (of the Marine Institute)

FIRM 	 Food Industry Research Measure

FP7 	 Seventh Framework Programme

GAA	 Gaelic Athletic Association

GEOSS	 Global Earth Observation System 

	 of Systems

GEPETO	 Gestion de las Pesquerias y 

	 Transnational Objectivos

Glossary of Abbreviations
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GLEON	 Global Lake Ecological 

	 Observations Network

GMIT 	 Galway-Mayo Institute of 

	 Technology

GOOS	 Global Ocean Observing System

GSI 	 Geological Survey of Ireland

H2-Ocean	 Development of a wind-wave 

	 open-sea platform equipped for 

	 hydrogen generation with 

	 support for multiple users of 

	 energy

HEA 	 Higher Education Authority

IAOOS	 Integrated Atlantic Ocean 

	 Observing System

IBM	 International Business Machines

ICCAT	 International Commission for the 

	 Conservation of Atlantic Tunas

ICES 	 International Council for the 

	 Exploration of the Seas

ICT 	 Information Communications 

	 Technology

IDA	 Industrial Development 

	 Authority

IDO	 Irish Digital Ocean

IFREMER	 l’Institut Francais de Recherché 

	 Pour l’Exploitation de La Mer

IMDO 	 Irish Maritime Development 

	 Office (of the Marine Institute)

INFOMAR 	 Integrated Mapping for the 

	 Sustainable Development of 

	 Ireland’s Marine Resources

INTERREG 	 Inter-Regional Co-operation 

	 Programme

ISEAS 	 Irish Seafarers Educational 

	 Assistance Scheme

ISO	 International Organisation for 

	 Standardisation	

JERICO	 Towards a joint European 

	 research infrastructure network 

	 for coastal observatories

JPI Oceans	 Joint Programming Initiative 

	 Healthy and Productive Seas and 

	 Oceans

kWh	 Kilowatt hour

LEANWIND	 Logistic Efficiencies And 

	 Naval architecture for Wind 

	 Installations with Novel 

	 Developments

LED	 Light Emitting Diode

MA	 Master of Arts

MariaBOX	 Marine environmental in situ 

	 Assessment and monitoring 

	 tool Box

MARUM	 Centre for Marine Environmental 

	 Sciences

MEFS 	 Marine Environment and Food 

	 Safety Services (of the Marine 

	 Institute)

MPlan	 Masters in Planning and 

	 Sustainable Development

MSc  	 Master of Science

MSFD	 Marine Strategy Framework 

	 Directive

MRIAI	 Member of the Royal Institute of 

	 the Architects of Ireland

MYFISH	 Maximising Yield of Fisheries 		

	 while Balancing Ecosystem, 

	 Economic and Social Concerns

NASCO	 North Atlantic Salmon 

	 Commission

NATURA	 NATURA 2000 sites are 

	 protected for flora and fauna of 

	 European importance

NCCA	 National Council for Curriculum 

	 and Assessment

NDP 	 National Development 

	 Programme

NIAP	 National Infrastucture Access 

	 Programme

NOAA	 National Oceanic and 

	 Atmospheric Administration

NSAI	 National Standards Authority of 

	 Ireland

NUIG 	 National University of Ireland, 

	 Galway

NYSE:SWI	 SolarWinds Inc 

OAR	 Open Access Repository

OGP	 Office of the Government 

	 Procurement

OSCE	 Organisation for Security and 

	 Co-operation in Europe

OsHV-1 μvar	 Herpes Virus

OSPAR 	 Oslo and Paris Convention (1992)

PhD 	 Doctor of Philosophy

PMDS 	 Performance Management 

	 Development Systems
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PRTLI	 Programme for Research in 

	 Third-Level Institutions

PwC	 Price Waterhouse Coopers

RIAN	 National Open Access portal for 

	 Irish Research Publications

RIBA	 Royal Institute of British 

	 Architects 

RNLI	 Royal National Lifeboat 

	 Instituttion

ROV 	 Remotely Operated Vehicle

RV 	 Research Vessel

RVops	 Research Vessel Operations

SEAI  	 Sustainable Energy Authority of 

	 Ireland

SMART	 Strategic Marine Alliance for 

	 Research and Training

SME 	 Small to Medium Sized 

	 Enterprise

SSCE	 Standing Scientific Committees 

	 for Eel

SSCS	 Standing Scientific Committees 

	 for Salmon

STAMAR	 Showcasing Technology 

	 Applicable to Maritimes SMEs

STECF 	 Scientific, Technical and 

	 Economic Committee on 

	 Fisheries

TD	 Teachta Dála	

UCC	 University College Cork

UK 	 United Kingdom

US 	 United States

USA 	 United States of America

UWTV	 University of Washington 

	 Television

WGOH	 Working Group on Oceanic 

	 Hydrography
 

GLOSSARY
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Marine Institute
I have audited the financial statements of the Marine 
Institute for the year ended 31 December 2014 under 
the Marine Institute Act 1991. The financial statements, 
which have been prepared under the accounting policies 
set out therein, comprise the accounting policies, the 
income and expenditure account, the statement of total 
recognised gains and losses, the balance sheet, the cash 
flow statement and the related notes. 

The financial statements have been prepared in the form 
prescribed under Section 12 of the Act, and in accordance 
with generally accepted accounting practice in Ireland.

Responsibilities of the Members of the Board
The Board is responsible for the preparation of the 
financial statements, for ensuring that they give a true 
and fair view of the state of the Institute’s affairs and of its 
income and expenditure, and for ensuring the regularity 
of transactions.

Responsibilities of the Comptroller and 
Auditor General
My responsibility is to audit the financial statements and 
report on them in accordance with applicable law. 

My audit is conducted by reference to the special 
considerations which attach to State bodies in relation to 
their management and operation.

My audit is carried out in accordance with the 
International Standards on Auditing (UK and Ireland) and 
in compliance with the Auditing Practices Board’s Ethical 
Standards for Auditors.

Scope of Audit of the Financial Statements
An audit involves obtaining evidence about the amounts 
and disclosures in the financial statements, sufficient to 
give reasonable assurance that the financial statements 
are free from material misstatement, whether caused by 
fraud or error. This includes an assessment of 
•	 whether the accounting policies are appropriate to the 

Institute’s circumstances, and have been consistently 
applied and adequately disclosed 

•	 the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates 
made in the preparation of the financial statements, and

•	 the overall presentation of the financial statements.

I also seek to obtain evidence about the regularity of 
financial transactions in the course of audit.

In addition, I read the Institute’s annual report to identify 
material consistencies with the audited financial 
statements. If I become aware of any apparent material 
misstatements or inconsistencies, I consider the 
implications for my report.

Opinion on the Financial Statements
In my opinion, the financial statements, which have been 
properly prepared in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting practice in Ireland, give a true and fair view of 
the state of the Institute’s affairs at 31 December 2014 and 
of its income and expenditure for the year 2014.

In my opinion, proper books of account have been kept by 
the Institute. The financial statements are in agreement 
with the books of account.

Matters on which I report by exception
I report by exception if
•	 I have not received all the information and explanations I 

required for my audit, or
•	 my audit noted any material instance where money has 

not been applied for the purposes intended or where 
the transactions did not conform to the authorities 
governing them, or

•	 the information given in the Institute’s annual report is 
not consistent with the financial statements, or

•	 the statement on internal financial control does not 
reflect the Institute’s compliance with the Code of 
Practice for the Governance of State Bodies, or

•	 I find there are other material matters relating to the 
manner in which public business has been conducted.

I have nothing to report in regard to those matters upon 
which reporting is by exception.

Seamus McCarthy 
Comptroller and Auditor General
30th June 2015

Comptroller and 
Auditor General
Report for presentation to the Houses of the Oireachtas
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Section 12 of the Marine Institute Act, 1991, requires the 
Institute to prepare financial statements in such a form 
as may be  approved by the Minister for Agriculture, Food 
and the  Marine. In preparing those financial statements, 
the Board of the Institute is required to :

•	 Select suitable accounting policies and apply them 
consistently;

•	 Make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and 
prudent;

•	 State whether applicable accounting standards have 
been followed, subject to any material departures 
disclosed and explained in the financial statements;

•	 Prepare the financial statements on a going concern 
basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the 
Institute will continue in operation.

The Institute is responsible for keeping proper books 
of account which disclose with reasonable accuracy 
at any time the financial position of the Institute and 
which enable it to ensure that the financial statements 
comply with Section 12(1) of the Act. The Institute is also 
responsible for safeguarding its assets and for taking 
reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of
fraud and other irregularities. 

Statement of 
Responsibilities of the Board

Dr John Killeen						    
Board Member
Date: 24th June 2015					   
							     
						    
	

Prof Patricia Barker	
Board Member 
Date: 24th June 2015
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On behalf of the Board of the Marine Institute I 
acknowledge our responsibility for ensuring that an 
effective system of internal financial control is maintained 
and operated.
 
The system can only provide reasonable and not absolute 
assurance that assets are safeguarded, transactions 
authorised and properly recorded, and that material errors 
or irregularities are either prevented or would be detected 
in a timely period. 

The Board has taken steps to ensure an appropriate 
control environment is in place by:
•	 Clearly defining management responsibilities and 

powers;
•	 Establishing formal procedures for monitoring 

the activities and safeguarding the assets of the 
organisation;

•	 Developing a culture of accountability across all levels 
of the organisation.

A review of risk management was carried out in 2014 
which included:
•	 An evaluation of the appropriateness and effectiveness 

of the existing policy and procedures in identifying and 
       evaluating business risks;
•	 The identification of the nature, extent and financial 

implication of risks facing the body including the 
extent and categories which it regards as acceptable;

•	 The assessment of the likelihood  and impacts of 
identified risks occurring;

•	 An undertaking that the risk framework addresses 
the requirements of the Code of Practice for the 
Governance of State Bodies (2009).

The system of internal financial control is based on 
a framework of regular management information, 
administration procedures including segregation of 
duties, and a system of delegation and accountability. In 
particular it includes:
•	 A comprehensive budgeting system with an annual 

budget which is reviewed and agreed by the Board;
•	 Regular reviews by the Board of periodic and annual 

financial reports which indicate financial performance 
       against forecasts;
•	 Setting targets to measure financial and other 

performance;
•	 Formal project management disciplines.

The Marine Institute has established an internal audit 
function that operates in accordance with the Framework 
Code of Best Practice set out in the Code of Practice on 
the Governance of State Bodies. The work of internal 
audit is informed by analysis of the risk to which the body 
is exposed, and annual internal audit plans are based on 
this analysis. The analysis of risk and the internal audit 
plan for 2014 was endorsed by the Audit Committee 
and approved by the Board. The Audit Committee has 
received the report of internal audit activity in 2014, and 
this was presented to the Board. The report included 
the Internal Auditor’s opinion on the adequacy and 
effectiveness of the system of internal financial control. 
The Board’s monitoring and review of the effectiveness 
of the system of internal financial control is informed 
by the work of the internal auditor, the audit committee 
which oversees the work of the internal auditor, the 
executive managers within the Marine Institute who have 
responsibility for the development and maintenance of 
the financial control framework, and comments made by 
the Comptroller and Auditor General in his management 
letter. 

The Board reviewed and approved the effectiveness of the 
system of internal financial controls for 2014. 

On behalf of the Board:

Dr John Killeen						    
Board Member
Date: 24th June 2015		

Statement on Internal 
Financial Control
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Accounting Policies
Year Ended 31 December 2014

1. General
The financial statements have been prepared under the 
accruals method of accounting, except as stated below, 
and in accordance with generally accepted accounting 
principles. Financial reporting standards recommended 
by the recognised accounting bodies are adopted as they 
become operative.

2. Income
Income arising from Oireachtas Grant in Aid is 
recognised on a cash receipts basis. 

3. Deferred Income
Income received in relation to EU and other contract 
research projects is recognised on an accruals basis and 
income is recognised in the accounting period in which 
the related expenditure is charged. Income received in 
advance is treated as deferred income and included as 
creditor on the balance sheet. Expenditure incurred where 
the related income has not been received is treated as 
accrued income and shown as a debtor in the balance 
sheet.

4. Fixed Assets and Depreciation
Depreciation is provided for on a straight line basis at 
rates estimated to reduce the assets to their realisable 
value by the end of their expected lives.  The rates in use 
are as follows:

Buildings				    2%
Plant and Equipment			   25%
Fixtures and Fittings			   25%
Computers				    33%
Research Vessel 				    4%
Research Vessel Equipment 		  25%
Research Vessel Refit			   20%
Motor Vehicles				    20%
Land is not depreciated

		
5. Leased Assets

Payments under operating leases (Note17) are charged to 
the income and expenditure account in the year to which 
they relate.                                                                                                 

		
6. Capital Account

The Capital Account represents the unamortised value of 
income applied for capital purposes.

7. Foreign Currencies
Monetary assets and liabilities denominated in foreign 
currencies are translated at the exchange rates ruling 
at the Balance Sheet date. Revenues and costs are 
translated at the exchange rates ruling at the dates of the 
underlying transactions.

8. Marine Research Programme 
The Marine Institute enters into commitments in respect 
of contracts awarded for Marine Research Programme 
projects. Expenditure is charged in the financial 
statements on the basis of initial payments made on 
signing of the project contract, an interim payment may 
be made subject to satisfactory performance and further 
payments are charged on receipt and verification of 
claims in respect of work completed. Costs incurred by 
the Institute in the administration of Marine Research 
Programme projects are funded by the capital vote of the 
Marine Institute and charged to the financial statements 
as they are incurred.

9. Deferred Funding Asset for Pensions
The Marine Institute operates defined benefit pension 
schemes which are funded annually on a pay as you 
go basis from monies available to it, including monies 
provided by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.

Pension costs reflect pension benefits earned by 
employees in the period and are shown net of staff 
pension contributions which are remitted to the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 
An amount corresponding to the pension charge is 
recognised as income to the extent that it is recoverable, 
and offset by grants received in the year to discharge 
pension payments.

Actuarial gains or losses arising on scheme liabilities 
are reflected in the Statement of Recognised Gains and 
Losses and a corresponding adjustment is recognised 
in the amount recoverable from the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

Pension liabilities represent the present value of future 
pension payments earned by staff to date. Deferred 
pension funding represents the corresponding asset to 
be recovered in future periods from the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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Income and Expenditure Account
Year Ended 31 December 2014

														            
						                         	 2014  				                  2013

Note   €’000 €’000 €’000   €’000

Income

Oireachtas Grants 2 24,481   22,916

Other Income
Net Deferred Funding For Pensions

3
16

11,837
2,816

  12,764
  3,038

39,134   38,718

Transfer (to)/from Capital Account 10 (517)        1,364

                                             38,617  40,082

Expenditure
Corporate Services 	

4
  5,330 4,419

Marine Environment and Food Safety Services 5   6,653 6,798

Fisheries Ecosystem Advisory Services 6   5,042 4,786

Ocean Science and Information Services
Irish Maritime Development Office
Marine Research Programme  
Pensions Costs

Total Expenditure

7
8

12
16
  
  

  10,855
  619

  7,130
  2,895

              
  

38,524

     12,524
665

7,750
2,966

    

    
              
39,908

Surplus (Deficit)/ for the year  93      174

Surplus at 1 January 1,955  1,781

Surplus at 31 December 2,048
 

1,955

Statement of Total Recognised Gains and Losses						    
 

Surplus/(Deficit) for the year
Actuarial Gains/(Losses) on Pension Scheme Liabilities
Changes in Assumptions
Adjustment to Deferred Pension Funding		

Total Recognised Gains and Losses for the year

93
816

(816)

93

174
2,339

(2,339)

174

The results for the year relate to continuing operations.
The Statement of Accounting Policies and Notes 1 - 22 form part of these financial statements.

Dr John Killeen						                                          	 Prof Patricia Barker
Board Member								        Board Member	
Date: 24th June 2015							       Date: 24th June 2015
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Balance Sheet
as at 31 December 2014

						                       		  2014				                   2013

Note   €’000   €’000  €’000   €’000

Fixed Assets 11 21,705   21,188

Current Assets

Debtors and Prepayments 14   5,200 3,966

Banks and Cash   1,334 458

  6,534 4,424

Current Liabilities

Creditors and Accruals 15   4,486 2,469

Net Current Assets

Total Assets Less Current Liabilities before Pensions

Deferred Pension Funding
Pension Liabilities

  

  30,200
  (30,200)

  2,048
        

             

	

28,200
(28,200)

  1,955

Total Assets less Current Liabilities   23,753 23,143

Financed By:

Capital Account
Income and Expenditure Account

10   21,705
  2,048

21,188
 1,955

  23,753 23,143

The Statement of Accounting Policies and Notes 1 – 22 form part of these financial statements.

Dr John Killeen						                                          	 Prof Patricia Barker
Board Member								        Board Member	
Date: 24th June 2015							       Date: 24th June 2015
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Cash Flow Statement 
for the Year Ended 31 December 2014

Reconciliation of operating surplus/(deficit) to net cash flow  from operating activities

Note
2014

€’000
2013

€’000

Surplus/(Deficit) per Income and Expenditure Account 93 174

Interest received
Transfer to/(from) Capital Account 10

0
517

0         
(1,364)

Depreciation 11 3,988 3,726
(Increase) /Decrease  in Debtors and Prepayments                14         (1,234) (921)
Increase /(Decrease)  in Creditors and Accruals 15

         
2,017 (6)

Net cash inflow from operating activities 5,381 1,609

Cash Flow Statement

		  2014
€’000

2013
€’000

Net cash inflow from operating activities 5,381 1,609

Returns on investments and servicing of finance
          Interest received 0 0

Net capital expenditure
          Acquisition of fixed assets 11 (4,505) (2,362)
       

Increase / (Decrease) in cash      876        (753)

Reconciliation of net cash flow to movement in net funds

2014
€’000

2013
€’000

Increase / (Decrease)  in cash 876 (753)
Net funds at 1 January 458 1,211

Net funds at 31 December 1,334       458
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1. General

The Marine Institute was established on 30 October, 1992 in accordance with the provisions of the Marine Institute Act, 1991, 

“to undertake, to co-ordinate, to promote and to assist in marine research and development and to provide such services
related to marine research and development, that in the opinion of the Institute will promote economic development
and create employment and protect the marine environment”.

The Financial Statements cover the Year Ended 31 December 2014

2. Grant in Aid
						      	      2014				         2013	

€’000 €’000 €’000 €’000

Current purposes	
Marine Institute - Vote 30,Subhead A.7
Less Superannuation contributions repayable*

Capital purposes
National Seabed Survey - Vote 29, Subhead D.7
Marine Institute - Vote 30, Subhead A.7
Beaufort	  (Note 12) - Vote 30,Subhead A.7
Marine Research Programme (Note 12) 
Vote 30,Subhead A.7

13,479
(404)

1,406
3,387
2,195

4,418

13,075

11,406

24,481

13,920
(433)

1,404
1,650
2,167

4,208

13,487

           
9,429

22,916

*By agreement with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine this amount is refundable in respect of employee pension contributions.

3. Other Income
							              2014				               2013

€’000 €’000 €’000 €’000

EU Contract Research
Data Collection Framework (see note below)        
EMFF Income  Note 14
Other

325
3,030

787      4,142

3,340

800 4,140

Other Income
Research Vessel Charterage
Databuoy – Department of Transport
Marine Strategy Framework Directive (DECLG)
Natura (DAFM and DECLG)
Water Framework Directive funded by EPA
Marine NDP project co-funded by EPA
Marine Research Prog project co-funded by Teagasc
Wave Energy Test Sites Funded  by SEAI
Galway Bay Cable Project – Funded by HEA
Sundry and Other Contract Income

 2,117
419

556        
        330

1,024       
      0

517
995
635

1,102     

     
 

7,695

          2,028
            418

479
          333

                       940
107        

893 
1,085

300         
2,041

       

8,624

TOTAL 11,837 12,764

The Data Collection Framework is a European wide framework for the collection, management and use of data in the fisheries sector and 
support for scientific advice regarding the Common Fisheries Policy. From 2015 onwards funding for the DCF is received as grant aid from 
the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine. The amount of €3.030m is the amount which is accrued for 2014 for expenditure incurred 
on the 2014 DCF/EMFF programme. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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4. Corporate Services

2014
 €’000

2013
€’000

Wages and salaries 1,186 1,232

Administration                                                                                   3,602 2,713

Depreciation  542 474

TOTAL 5,330 4,419

Administration costs include an audit fee of €18,400 in 2014 (2013: €19,270)

5. Marine Environment and Food Safety Services 

2014
€’000

2013
€’000

Wages and Salaries: Core staff
                                 

2,664 2,749

Research & Development Programmes 3,842 3,791

Depreciation 147 258

TOTAL 6,653 6,798

		

6. Fisheries Ecosystems Advisory Services 

2014
€’000

2013
€’000

Wages and Salaries: Core Staff 
	 EU Contract Staff

        
1,798

        1,452
        3,250

        
1,913

        1,412
        3,325

Research & Development Programmes         1,711         1,383

Depreciation 81 78

 TOTAL        5,042          4,786

		

 7. Ocean Science and Information Services

2014
€’000

2013
€’000

Wages and Salaries
           
1,260

            
1,289

Administration & Development Programmes 
Depreciation

6,377
3,218

8,320
2,915

TOTAL          10,855           12,524

The total running costs of the Research Vessels and the ROV (remote operating vehicle) in 2014 was €7.86m (2013: €7.52m). €7.469m 
of this expenditure has been recognised in the Income and Expenditure account. €4.679m is charged to Ocean Science and Information 
Services (note 7) and the remaining €3.0m is charged to the Marine Research Programme (note 12). €0.391m relates to expenditure which 
has been capitalised and is included in fixed assets (note 11). 
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8. Irish Maritime Development Office

2014
€’000

2013
€’000

Wages and Salaries 199 230

Administration & Development Programmes
Depreciation

420
0

435
0

TOTAL 619                         665

9. Salary Costs

2014
€’000

2013
€’000

Wages and Salaries: Core Staff
                                         Pensioners and Pension Costs
                                         Contract Staff and other payroll costs
                                  

131 7,107 134 7,414

17 2,895 15 2,966

44 3,215 43 3,073

192 13,217 192 13,453

Pension related deductions of €0.404m were made from salaries and remitted to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

10. Capital Account
							     
  		     2014	 		                  2013

           €’000 €’000

Balance at 1 January 

Transfer (to) /from Income and Expenditure Account        
Capital funding
Amortisation in line with asset depreciation

    4,505
  (3,988)

   

21,188

517

2,362
  (3,726)

22,552

(1,364)

Balance at 31 December           21,705 21,188

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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11. Fixed Assets
   
 Fixed Assets as stated in the financial statements are made up as follows:

Land & Research Vessel Fixtures & Computers Motor TOTAL
Buildings Vessels Equipment Fittings Vehicles

€’000 €’000 €’000 €’000 €’000 €’000 €’000

Cost or Valuation
Balance at 1 January 2014 
Additions at cost
Disposals at Cost

     3,743
     

32,531              
       123

4,378
            1,649

            21,889
2,311

      

8,455
                  368

   

         354
54

(70)         

71,350
4,505

(70)

Cost at 31 December 2014       3,743 32,654 6,027 24,200 8,823       338 75,785

Depreciation

Balance at 1 January 2014 1,001 16,604 3,952 20,189                8,102         314 50,162

Charge for the year
Disposal at  Cost

75             1,516                657              1,367
           

                  337
             

         36
(70)

 3,988
(70)

Balance at 31 December 2014 1,076 18,120 4,609 21,556                8,439           280 54,080

Net  Book Value

At 31 December 2014 2,667 14,534 1,418 2,644 384           58 21,705

At 31 December 2013 2,742 15,927 426 1,700 353          40 21,188

The Marine Institute main premises are at Rinville, Oranmore, County Galway. This building is owned by the OPW. No rent is paid to the 
OPW for these premises.

12. Beaufort and Marine Research Programme 2014 - 2020 (NDP 2007-2013) 

The total funding and amounts applied in 2014 was as follows:

2014
€,000

Total

2013
€’000

NDP 2007 2013

Oireachtas Income (Note 2)
Expenditure on capital equipment 

Income for Marine Research Programme projects

10,000
(3,387)  

  
6,613

8,025
(1,650)

6,375
Other Income (Note 3)
Total Income for Marine Research Programme projects

Expenditure: 

      517
  7,130

         1,000
      7,375

Amounts paid to third parties
Amounts paid  to the Marine Institute

6,434
524 

6,659
              913

Administration             172 178

Total Programme Expenditure                        7,130 7,750

 (Deficit)/Surplus in year 0 (375)

	
In 2014 expenditure on capital equipment funded under the Marine Research Programme projects included €0.65m for the Galway Bay 
Cable project, €1.47m on vessel equipment and refit, and the balance of €1.18m on IT, Oceanographic equipment and fixtures and fittings.
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Note 12 Cont’d

Marine NDP 2007- 2013
Under the NDP Marine Research Sub-Programme 2007-2013, investment in marine research over the period 2007-2013 is 
targeted at meeting objectives, research activities and outputs of Sea Change, the national marine knowledge, research and 
innovation strategy and Harnessing Our Ocean Wealth – An Integrated Marine Plan for Ireland (July 2012).  Funding is targeted 
at the Research Measures and Programmes of the strategy via a range of mechanisms, including competitive calls for research 
proposals (project-based awards, desk studies, PhDs, Post-Docs etc) and tendering for the provision of infrastructure/services. 
A total of 172 projects have been supported up to the end of 2014 under the Marine Research Sub-Programme of the NDP with 
93 of these projects still ongoing.

The total expenditure under the Marine Research Sub-Programme up to 31 Dec 2014 was €65m. Commitments at 31 Dec 2014 
were €7.6m.

Research Projects awarded are subject to contract which specifies that an initial payment will be made on signing of the 
contract; an interim payment may be made subject to satisfactory performance with final payment made on receipt of and 
verification of claims. Expenditure is charged in the financial statements in accordance with Accounting Policy 8. 

At 31 December 2014 payments were outstanding on amounts charged to the financial statements as follows (note 15).
    

	
2014

€’000
2013

€’000

Amounts Outstanding 156             218
 

At 31st December 2014 commitments entered into but not yet charged to the financial statements in respect of Marine Research 
Programme projects were €7.6m with the following breakdown.							     
	

									         Total		
Commitments as at 01 January 2014   						      €’000					   
Committed in 2014								          12,563
Decommitted in 2014 							         2,538				  
Paid in 2014								                    0					   
Commitments as at 31 December 2014						      (7,467)					   
				            					        7,634

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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13. Expenditure

2014
€’000

  2013
€’000

Payroll Costs
Pension Costs
Board Costs
Annual Audit Fee
Insurance
Rent, Rates and Service Charges
Facility Costs
Telephone and Data Communications
IT Maintenance
Laboratory and Field Costs
Other Admin Costs
Travelling Expenses
Statutory Testing, Research and Surveys projects
Marine Research Programme (NDP (2007-2013)
Marine Institute Shiptime Programme
Vessel Operation Costs
Other Sundry Equipment 
Hire of Equipment and Vessels
Depreciation (Note11)

Total Expenditure Per Income and 
Expenditure Account

10,127
2,895

73
19

191
354

1,699
156

687
810

1,029
865

3,737
4,130

   3,000
4,469

213
152

3,918    

38,524

10,330
2,966

   63
 19

219
328

1,657
170

704
786

           918
867

3,710
    5,250
    2,500

4,679
69

947
     3,726

39,908

The figures in the note excludes capital expenditure of €4.5m
Foreign travel costs included under travelling expenses in 2014 amounted to €388,223.

14. Debtors and Prepayments

2014
€’000

2013
€’000

Trade Debtors
Contract Income
EMFF 2014 Income Prepayment
Prepayments

   206
1,423

3,030
   541

359
2,961

0
  646

5,200 3,966

 

15. Creditors and Accruals

  2014
€’000

2013
€’000

Trade Creditors
Deferred Income
Marine Research Programme Accrual(Note 12)
Accruals
Payroll and Revenue Accruals

       1,994
        1,946

156         
        311

79        

      1,017
     856

         218
          292

        86

4,486 2,469
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16. Superannuation Scheme and Spouse & Children’s Contributory Pension Scheme

The Marine Institute is a statutory State agency, established under section 3(1) of the Marine Institute Act, 1991 (No. 2 of 1991). 
Section 9(1) of the Act provides that the Institute shall make schemes for the granting of superannuation benefits to and in respect 
of staff members, subject to Ministerial approval. Two such approved schemes - the Marine Institute Staff Superannuation 
Scheme 1998 and the Marine Institute Spouses’ and Children’s Contributory Pension Scheme 1998  are being operated by the 
Institute. The former scheme provides retirement benefits (lump sum and pension) to staff members, and death gratuity benefits 
in respect of death in service. The latter scheme provides pension benefits for the surviving spouses and dependant children 
of deceased members. Normal retirement age is a member’s 65th birthday. Both schemes are defined benefit superannuation 
schemes. Staff Superannuation contributions are paid over to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

In common with the generality of public service superannuation schemes, no separate fund is maintained, or assets held, to 
finance the payment of pensions and gratuities. 

For the purposes of reporting in accordance with Financial Reporting Standard 17 (revised) – Retirement Benefits, the Institute 
has been advised by a qualified actuary. A valuation has been prepared by the actuary in order to assess the liabilities of the 
superannuation schemes at 31 December 2014.

The major actuarial assumptions are as follows:

					     2014			   2013			   2012
Inflation rate increase (a)			   2% per annum		  2% per annum	      	 2% per annum
Salary rate increase			   4% per annum		  4% per annum	      	 4% per annum
Pension rate increase			   4% per annum		  4% per annum	      	 4% per annum
Scheme liabilities discount rate		  5.5% per annum		  5.5% per annum	    	 5.5% per annum

Average remaining future life expectancy according to the mortality tables used to determine pension liabilities, is as follows:

					     2014			   2013
Male aged 65				    22			   22
Female aged 65				    25			   25

On the basis of these and other assumptions and applying the projected unit method prescribed in FRS 17 (Revised), the 
pension deferred funding asset and pension liability are as follows:
	
					     2014			   2013
Total accrued pension liability		  €30.2m			   €28.2m
					     _______			   ________

As pension increases under the Marine Institute schemes are based on salary increases rather than on price increases, a 
price inflation assumption is not necessary for the purposes of this valuation. However, since FRS 17 requires reference to an 
assumed rate of inflation, the above rate would be appropriate for this purpose.

Analysis of the Total Pension Costs charged to Expenditure 
	

2014
€’000

2013
€’000

€’000 €’000
Current Service Cost 1,800 1,900
Interest on pension scheme liabilities 1,500 1,500
Employee Contributions (405) (434)

2,895 2,966

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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Note 16. Cont’d

Analysis of the amount recognised in a statement of total recognised gains and losses (STRG)                                                                          

									                        2014 		                   2013
									                     €’000              	   €’000

Experience gains and (losses)
 816  2,339

Changes in assumptions underlying the present value of scheme
0 0

Actuarial gain and (loss) recognised in STRGL
816 2,339

Net Deferred Funding for Pensions Recognised in the year
									                         2014 		                   2013
									                       €’000              	   €’000

Current Service and Interest Cost
3,300 3,400

Less benefits paid in the year
(484) (362)
2,816 3,038

The Marine Institute recognises amounts owing from the State as an asset corresponding to the unfunded deferred liability 
for pensions on the basis of the set of assumptions described above and a number of past events. These events include the 
statutory basis for the establishment of the superannuation scheme and the policy and practice in relation to funding public 
service pensions, including contributions from employees and the annual estimates process.The Marine Institute has no 
evidence that this funding policy will not continue to meet such sums in accordance with current practice. The  deferred funding 
asset for pensions as at 31 December 2014 amounted to €30.2million (2013: €28.2million). The quantification of the liability 
is based on the Financial assumptions set out in this note. The assumptions used, which are based on professional actuarial 
advice, are advised to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine but are not formally agreed with the Department.

Analysis of movement in net pension liability during the year

 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009

€’000 €’000 €’000 €’000 €’000 €’000

Deficit at the beginning of the year 28,200 27,501 26,004 25,900 24,700 19,300

Current Service Cost 1,800 1,900 1,900 2,200 2,100 1,900

Interest on Scheme Liabilities 1,500 1,500 1,400 1,400 1,400 1,100

Actuarial (Gain) Loss recognised in the STRGL (816) (2,339) (1,360)  (3,080) (2,075) 2,625

Benefits paid in the year	 (484) (362)   (443)   (416)    (225)    (225)

Deficit at the end of the year	 30,200 28,200 27,501 26,004 25,900 24,700

History of Defined Benefit Obligations

		  2014          2013       2012       2011        2010       2009
	    	 €’000       €’000 €’000 €’000 €’000 €’000

Defined benefit obligations		  30,200     28,200 27,501 26,004 25,900 24,700

Experience Gains/(Losses) on Scheme Liabilities                         816         2,339 1,360 3,080 2,075 (2,625)

Percentage of Scheme Liabilities	 2.7%        8.29% 4.96% 11.8% 8.0% (10.6%)

Assumption Gains/(Losses) on Scheme Liabilities	 0                  0 0 0 0 0

Percentage of Scheme Liabilities	 0%              0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

The cumulative actuarial gain recognised in the statement of total recognised gains and losses amounts to €7,252,000.
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17.  Lease commitments
	
Operating Leases 

The Marine Institute occupies leased premises at the following locations:
Lease 1: 80 Harcourt Street, Dublin 2 commenced in 1993 for a period of 22 years with five yearly rent reviews. There is a rent    	
review every 5 years, with no more lease breaks until the conclusion of the lease in 2015.  
Lease 2: Parkmore Office Park, Galway, commenced in 1999 for a period of 25 years with five yearly rent reviews
Lease 3:  Red Sail Warehouse, Galway Harbour, commenced in 2013 for a period of 11 years with a rent review in 2018

The current annual rental charge of these leases amounts to €375,002 (2013 €375,002) 

2014 2013

Expiring within 1 year 235,735 0

Expiring during the years 2 to 5 0 235,735

Expiring thereafter 139,267 139,267

18. Investment

The Marine Institute had a 1.3% fully diluted shareholding in a company called Wavebob Ltd. This company was established to   
develop a concept in delivering Wave Energy. The total cost of the investment grant by the Marine Institute was €127,000. As 
it was not possible to accurately assess the value of the investment, the shares were not capitalised in the Balance Sheet. The 
company was wound up on the 26th March 2013. There were no further costs incurred by the Marine Institute.

19. Related Party Transactions

Smartbay Ltd, was established as a company limited by guarantee by PRTLI project partners DCU and NUI Galway, during 
February 2012 to manage Ireland’s marine test and demonstration facility at Galway Bay. The company receives funding 
from the HEA which is used to fund a team to cover the company’s operational costs for the period 2012 to 2015. Dublin City 
University is the lead research organisation which provides the HEA funding to Smartbay. The income received from the HEA 
and the expenditure incurred by Smartbay Ltd is accounted for by Dublin City University.

The Institute’s CEO is a Board member and the Head of Corporate Services of the Institute is Company Secretary.  During 2014, 
the Institute advanced funding of €224,170 to Smartbay Ltd (2013 €35,356).  This expenditure is included under Ocean Science 
and Information Services and Corporate Services expenditure in Note 7 in the accounts.

20. Register of interests

The Institute has adopted procedures in accordance with the guidelines issued by the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform in relation to the disclosure of interest by Board members and the Institute has adhered to these procedures. There 
were no transactions in the year in relation to the Institute’s activities in which board members had a beneficial interest. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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21.  Board Fees, Board Attendance and Chief Executive Salary

The Institute has adhered to the updated Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies which was published by the Minister 
for Finance on 15 June 2009. The total remuneration paid to Chief Executive of the Marine Institute for 2014 was €136,496. There 
were no payments made to the Chief Executive under a performance related pay scheme or no other benefits paid as part of the 
remuneration package.  The CEO pension entitlements do not extend beyond those of the model public sector scheme. The total 
expenses for business purposes paid to the CEO for 2014 was €18,471 which includes foreign travel expenses of €5,118.

Payments to the 2014 Marine Institute Board members were as follows.

Board Member Category 3 Gross Fees 2014 Expenses 2014 Total 2014

John Killeen Chairperson 11,753 0 11,753

Lorcan O Cinneide Director 7,695 5,507 13,202

Francis Coyle Director 7,695 5,217 12,912

Paul Hyde Director 2,565 1,299 3,864

David Owens Director 7,695 1,250 8,945

Patricia Barker Director 7,695 1,534 9,229

Donal Kelly Director 7,695 0 7,695

52,793 14,807          67,600

Board Member Category 3 Board Meetings 
2014

Board  Meetings 
Attended 2014

Term Commenced/Ended

John Killeen Chairperson 10 9  

Lorcan O Cinneide Director 10 9

Francis Coyle Director 10 10

Paul Hyde Director 10 4 Resigned April 2014

David Owens Director 10 10

Patricia Barker Director 10 9  

Donal Kelly Director 10 7  

22. Board Approval

The financial statements were approved by the Board on the 30/06/2015.
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An Eolaíocht agus an Mhuir a Fhónamh
Chuig an Aire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara

De réir cheanglais an Achta um Fhoras na Mara, 1991, is mór an onóir dom Tuarascáil Bhliantúil 
agus Ráiteas Airgeadais Fhoras na Mara don bhliain dar críoch an 31 Nollaig 2014 a chur ar fáil.

An tUas. John Killeen, Cathaoirleach 

Is é Foras na Mara an ghníomhaireacht náisiúnta ag a bhfuil na feidhmeanna seo a leanas:

‘chun taighde agus forbairt mhuirí a ghabháil de láimh, a chomhordú, a chur chun cinn agus chun 
cur leo agus na seirbhísí sin a bhaineann le taighde agus forbairt mhuirí a chur ar fáil ar bhealach, 
i dtuairim Fhoras na Mara, a chuirfidh forbairt eacnamaíoch chun cinn agus a chruthóidh 

fostaíocht agus a thabharfaidh cosaint don timpeallacht mhuirí.’

An tAcht um Fhoras na Mara, 1991	

Ár bhFís:

Geilleagar mara a mbeidh borradh faoi gan dochar 
don éiceachóras agus a mbeidh ár gcuid sársheirbhísí 
mar thaca aige.

Tá na grianghraif ar fud an fhoilseacháin seo faoi chóipcheart Fhoras na Mara agus na 
ngrianghrafadóirí a leanas:

Andrew Downes Photography
Jason Clarke Photography
Jonathon White Photography
Glenn Nolan
Cushla Dromgool-Regan (Foras na Mara)

Chomh maith leis sin, sholáthair na daoine a leanas grianghraif bhreise: 

David Branigan
Andrea Woods
Ger Rogan
Gníomhaireacht Spáis na hEorpa



An Clár Ábhar
Réamhrá agus Struchtúr Eagrúcháin	 1

Comhaltaí an Bhoird	 2  

Ráiteas an Chathaoirligh	 4

Tuarascáil an Phríomhfheidhmeannaigh	 6  

Seirbhísí Corparáideacha	 8

Oifig Forbartha Muirí na hÉireann (IMDO)	 12

Seirbhísí Muirthimpeallachta agus Sábháilteachta Bia	 15

Seirbhísí Comhairleacha um Éiceachórais Iascaigh	 19

Seirbhísí Aigéaneolaíochta agus Faisnéise	 25                                

Riarachán Ginearálta	 30

	

AGUISÍNÍ
Aguisín 1 - Cláir Taighde Mara an NDP	 32

Aguisín 2 - Rannpháirtíocht na hÉireann i nGairmeacha 

Fhás Gorm Horizon 2020 an Aontais Eorpaigh	 35

Aguisín 3 -  Foilseacháin Fhoras na Mara	 40

Aguisín 4  Foilseacháin agus Páipéir Eolaíochta 	 42

Aguisín 5 - Sonraí Áirimh do Chóras Bhuiríos Umhaill 2014	 49

Aguisín 6 – Clár Árthaí Taighde 2014	 50

Aguisín 7 – Gníomhaíochtaí Taighde Eolaíochta Muirí (MSR) 

Eachtrannach in Uiscí na hÉireann in 2014	 55

Aguisín 8 – Plean Straitéiseach Fhoras na Mara - Achoimre Feidhmiúcháin	 56

Aguisín 9 – Ráiteas na Gaillimhe ar Chomhar an Aigéin Atlantaigh ag 

Seoladh Chomhaontas Taighde an AE-Cheanada-SAM	 59

GLUAIS NA NGIORRÚCHÁN	 61

RÁITIS AIRGEADAIS 	 65

Is féidir leagan Gaeilge nó Béarla de Thuarascáil Bhliantúil Fhoras na Mara a 
íoslódáil ó www.marine.ie



Struchtúr Eagrúcháin 
Fhoras na Mara 2014

BORD 
FHORAS 

NA MARA

PRÍOMHOIFIGEACH 
FEIDHMIÚCHÁIN 

PETER HEFFERNAN

SEIRBHÍSÍ 
CORPARÁIDEACHA

CAROLINE BOCQUEL 
STIÚRTHÓIR

AIRGEADAIS

ACMHAINNÍ 
DAONNA

CUMARSÁID

SAORÁIDÍ

CONARTHAÍ 
AGUS RIARACHÁN 
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ARDSEIRBHÍSÍ 
LÉARSCÁILITHE

SEIRBHÍSÍ FAISNÉISE 
AGUS FORBARTHA
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STRUCHTÚR EAGRÚCHÁIN

Réamhrá agus Struchtúr 
Eagrúcháin
Is é Foras na Mara an ghníomhaireacht náisiúnta um thaighde, 
teicneolaíocht, forbairt agus nuálaíocht mhara.  Tá sé de chuspóir 
againn cumas geilleagrach acmhainní mara na hÉireann a mheas 
agus a bhaint amach; forbairt inbhuanaithe an tionscail mara 
a chur chun cinn trí chláir straitéiseacha mhaoinithe agus trí 
sheirbhísí eolaíochta bunriachtanacha; agus acmhainní nádúrtha 
mara na hÉireann a chosaint trí thaighde agus trí mhonatóireacht 
a dhéanamh ar an gcomhshaol.

Tá acmhainn mhara suas le 220 milliún acra (thart ar 880,000 
km2) ag Éirinn amach faoin bhfarraige mhór, atá níos mó ná 
deich n-oiread a hachair thalún.  Cuireann Foras na Mara forbairt 
inbhuanaithe na hacmhainne ollmhóire mara sin chun cinn trí 
thaighde, trí theicneolaíochtaí nua a chur i bhfeidhm, agus trí 
chomhairle bhainistíochta a sholáthar don tionscal, don Rialtas 
agus don Aontas Eorpach (AE).

Soláthraíonn an Foras seirbhísí bunriachtanacha um 
thaighde mara, lena n-áirítear:

•	 Cláir náisiúnta chistithe do thaighde agus d’fhorbairt
•	 Measúnú na stoc éisc agus comhairle bainistíochta
•	 Seirbhísí sláinte éisc
•	 Monatóireacht ar shábháilteacht bhia mara
•	 Monatóireacht chomhshaoil
•	 Oibríochtaí árthaí taighde
•	 Léarscáiliú ghrinneall na farraige
•	 Bainistíocht sonraí
•	 Seirbhísí forbartha muirí

Cuimsíonn Foras na Mara cúig réimse seirbhíse agus Oifig 
an Phríomhoifigigh Feidhmiúcháin.  Áirítear ar na réimsí 
seirbhíse:

•	 Seirbhísí Corparáideacha
•	 Seirbhísí Aigéaneolaíochta agus Faisnéise
•	 Seirbhísí Muirthimpeallachta agus Sábháilteachta Bia
•	 Seirbhísí Comhairleacha um Éiceachórais Iascaigh
•	 Oifig Forbartha Muirí na hÉireann

Neartaítear an eagraíocht trí bhéim láidir a leagan ar 
rialachas corparáideach agus trí bhéim a leagan ar 
bhainistíocht stuama airgeadais, rud a bhí tábhachtach 
maidir le rath an Fhorais le linn tréimhse a bhí dúshlánach 
ó thaobh an gheilleagair de le linn 2014. Leagtar béim sa 
tuarascáil seo ar na bunspriocanna inghnóthaithe agus ar 
an dul chun cinn a rinneadh i leith ár bhfíse i rith na bliana 
2014.

STRUCHTÚR EAGRÚCHÁIN
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Tá an tOll. Patricia Barker ina Comhalta d’Institiúid 
Chuntasóirí Cairte na hÉireann, agus bhain sí a cáilíocht 
amach i 1973. Rinne an tOll. Barker MPhil i Staidéar 
Inscní i gColáiste na Tríonóide. D’fhorbair a PhD paraidím 
nochta faisnéis airgeadais d’fhostaithe eagraíochtaí.  
Chuir sí isteach a hairteagail le Stokes Bros. agus Pim 
i mBaile Átha Cliath agus d’oibrigh sí in Peat, Marwick 
Mitchell i Manchain. Bhí an tOll. Barker ina comhpháirtí 
ansin i gcleachtas cuntasaíochta i Manchain ar feadh 
sé bliana agus d’oibrigh sí in Ollscoil Mhanchain mar 
phríomhléachtóir. 

Ceapadh an tOll. Barker mar léachtóir in Ollscoil Chathair 
Bhaile Átha Cliath (DCU) i 1980 agus bhí sí ina léachtóir 
sinsearach, ina Déan Comhlach (Scoil Ghnó) agus ina 
Leas-Uachtarán Ollscoile (Acadúil) in DCU. D’oibrigh 
sí mar ollamh ar cuairt in ollscoileanna i Nua Eabhrac, 
i mBostún, in Angers, sa Mhaláiv, i nDárasalám, in 
Sydney agus in Cape Town agus bhí sí ina scrúdaitheoir 
seachtrach ar ollscoileanna agus ar chomhlachtaí 
gairmiúla. D’fhóin sí mar Chathaoirleach ar Choiste 
Cuntasaíochta Institiúid Chuntasóirí Cairte na hÉireann 
ar feadh ocht mbliana agus ar Chomhairle Institiúid na 
gCuntasóirí Cairte ar feadh ceithre bliana sna 1990idí. Is 
ball den Chomhairle í faoi láthair. Rinne sí ionadaíocht 
d’Éirinn ar Bhord na gCaighdeán Cuntasaíochta i Londain 

ar feadh naoi mbliana.  Bhí sí mar chathaoirleach ar an 
sainghrúpa a bhí ag tuairisciú don Aontas Eorpach maidir 
le ról, le struchtúr agus le feidhmeanna Chúirt Iniúchóirí 
na hEorpa. Bhí sealanna dualgais aici mar Mhaoirseoir 
Toghcháin le haghaidh na hEagraíochta um Shlándáil 
agus Comhar san Eoraip (OSCE) i mBoisnia agus an 
Heirseagaivéin, i bPoblacht Serpska, san Afraic Theas, sa 
Chosaiv, sa Chasacstáin agus sa Bhealarúis.  

D’oibrigh an tOll. Barker mar Fhairí ar Chearta Daonna 
in Iosrael agus sa Phalaistín.  Bhí sí mar bhall de na 
Boird do Chúnamh do Mhná, do Chumann Tithíochta 
Sonas, don Chór Aireagail Náisiúnta agus don Údarás 
um Ard-Oideachas (ina cathaoirleach ar an gCoiste 
Iniúchóireachta), agus bhí sí mar Chathaoirleach ar 
Sheirbhís Fuilaistriúcháin na hÉireann ar feadh trí bliana.  

Tá an tOll. Barker ina Stiúrthóir ar Bhus Átha Cliath 
Teo. faoi láthair agus ar Veritas Ltd (mar chathaoirleach 
ar Choistí Iniúchóireachta an dá eagraíocht sin). Is 
comhairleoir deonach agus oiliúnóir í faoi láthair d’Ionad 
Éigeandála um Éigniú Bhaile Átha Cliath.  Scríobh sí 
leabhair maidir le Cuntasaíocht Grúpa, Obair Sholúbtha 
sa Ghairm agus níos déanaí anuas scríobh sí faoi mhná 
ar éirigh leo sa ghairm Chuntasaíochta agus maidir le 
Rialachas Corparáideach agus Eitic Ghairmiúil.  

Innealtóir agus dúchasach de Chontae Ros Comáin 
é an Dr John Killeen, a ndearnadh Saorfhear Oinigh 
de Chathair na Gaillimhe de in 2012. I gcaitheamh 
a ghairme, d’oibrigh sé leis an Rialtas Áitiúil le 
cuideachta ilnáisiúnta thógála (a thóg tollán na Canála 
Móire i mBaile Átha Cliath i 1973) agus chaith sé seacht 
mbliana leis an bhfochuideachta Shell International. 
Bhí an Dr Killeen ina Uachtarán ar Innealtóirí Éireann 
ó 1995 go 1996 agus ba é Uachtarán bunaidh an 
Acadaimh Innealtóireachta in Éirinn (‘The Academy 
of Engineering in Ireland’) i 1996-1998. POF ar scor 
é de chuid Colas Group in Éirinn agus is stiúrthóir 
bainistíochta ar scor é de chuid Cold Chon Galway 

Ltd. Ceapadh an Dr Killeen le Bord Ghrúpa Ospidéil 
an Iarthair/an Iarthuaiscirt in 2013 agus tá sé ag 
gníomhú faoi láthair mar Chathaoirleach Eatramhach. 
In 2009, ba é cathaoirleach imeacht Rás Aigéin Volvo 
i nGaillimh agus ba é uachtarán finale agus fhéile Rás 
Aigéin Volvo.  Sháraigh an Rás Aigéin gach taifead 
freastail le haghaidh imeacht spóirt in Éirinn agus 
b’fhiú thart ar €80 milliún an t-imeacht i dtaobh 
ioncam turasóireachta agus gnó sa chathair.  Tá an Dr 
Killeen ina Uachtarán ar Institiúid Cheannaireachta 
Timoney – carthanas a chuireann oiliúint Idirnáisiúnta 
cheannaireachta chun cinn le haghaidh POFanna 
Éireannacha.

An Dr John Killeen (2014-2019)

An tOllamh Patricia Barker (2013-2018)

Tá an tUas. David Owens (ACA) ina Leas-Uachtarán, 
Airgeadas agus Oibríochtaí le SolarWinds (NYSE: SWI) 
i láthair na huaire. Sular thosaigh sé le SolarWinds, 
chaith an tUas. Owens breis is seacht mbliana ag obair 
leis an eagraíocht bogearraí fiontraíochta Red Hat, Inc., 

áit ar oibrigh sé ar dtús mar Stiúrthóir ar Lóistíocht 
agus Táirgeadh Domhanda agus ansin mar Stiúrthóir 
Sinsearach Airgeadais - EMEA.  Tá an tUas. Owens 
cáilithe mar chuntasóir cairte le Ernst & Young agus is 
ball é d’Institiúid Chuntasóirí Cairte na hÉireann.

An tUasal David Owens (2012-2017)

Comhaltaí an Bhoird
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D’oibrigh an tUas. Francis Coyle le Comhairle Contae 
Dhún na nGall i bpoist éagsúla ó 1974 go 2010. Ó 2001, 
bhí sé ina Stiúrthóir Seirbhísí maidir le Pleanáil agus 
Forbairt Eacnamaíochta.  D’oibrigh an tUas. Coyle 
le Comhairle Baile Leitir Ceanainn agus bhí sé ina 
Bhainisteoir ar Chomhairle Baile Bhéal Átha Seanaidh 
ó 2005 go 2010 freisin. Bhí an tUas. Coyle ina Oifigeach 
Idirchaidrimh Eorpaigh ar an gComhairle le Comhdháil 
na Réigiún Muirí Forimeallach (CPMR) ar feadh sé bliana 
déag.  

Sa tréimhse idir 1995 agus 1999, rinne sé bainistiú ar 
chistiú ilmhilliúin Síochána agus Athmhuintearais na 

Comhairle agus bhí sé ina Rúnaí ar Thascfhórsa Dhún na 
nGall um Shíocháin agus Athmhuintearas.   D’oibrigh an 
tUas. Coyle go dlúth leis an gCiste Idirnáisiúnta d’Éirinn 
freisin agus le meicníochtaí maoiniúcháin eile amhail Clár 
an AE maidir le Comhar Idir-Réigiúnach (INTERREG), 
agus PEACE III chun forbairt a dhéanamh a thionscadail 
ilghnéitheacha phobail agus athbheochana a bhí ceaptha 
chun feabhas a chur ar bhailte agus ar shráidbhailte, i 
nDún na nGall agus ar bhonn trasteorann araon.  Is iar-
Stiúrthóir é le Cuideachta Aerfort Dhún na nGall Teo. 
agus tá sé i mbun bainistíocht agus comhordú tionscadal 
faoi láthair.

An tUasal Francis Coyle (2010-2015)

Is é an tUas. Paul Hyde (BSc Arch, MA, MPlan, MRIAI, 
RIBA) an comhpháirtí bainistíochta in The Hyde 
Partnership, Architects and Town Planners, gnó 
ildisciplíneach deartha agus pleanála.  Tá céimeanna 
bainte amach aige san Ailtireacht agus sa Phleanáil 
agus Forbairt Inbhuanaithe araon.  Is ball é d’Institiúid 
Ríoga Ailtirí na hÉireann (RIAI), Institiúid Ríoga 
Ailtirí na Breataine (RIBA) agus Institiúid Pleanála na 
hÉireann (IPI).  

Tá taithí ghairmiúil os cionn sé bliana déag ag an Uas. 
Hyde i ndáil le cúrsaí tógála lena n-áirítear forbairt 
thalmhaí agus cósta araon chomh maith le pleanáil 
spásúlachta.   I dteannta lena ról i gComhpháirtíocht 
Hyde, tá sé ina bhall de roinnt coistí lena n-áirítear:  
Institiúid Pleanála na hÉireann, Craobh an Deiscirt 
agus Institiúid Ríoga na nAiltirí in Éirinn, Craobh an 
Deiscirt agus Cumann Tráchtála Chorcaí.

An tUasal Paul Hyde (2012- Aibreán 2014)

Is iar-Phríomhfheidhmeannach é an tUasal Lorcán Ó 
Cinnéide (BA) d’Eagras Táirgeoirí Éisc na hÉireann, 
príomhchomhlacht ionadaíoch de chuid thionscal na 
hiascaireachta.  Bhain an tUas. Ó Cinnéide céim amach 
san Eacnamaíocht agus sa Pholaitíocht i gColáiste na 
Tríonóide, Baile Átha Cliath agus bhí long iascaireachta 
aige freisin.    

Ba bhall gníomhach an tUas. Ó Cinnéide de Chomhairle 
Chomhairleach Réigiúnach Uiscí Iar-Thuaisceart an 
Aontais Eorpaigh agus réimse leathan de bhainistíocht 

iascaigh agus de chomhlachtaí comhairleacha eile in 
Éirinn agus ar leibhéal an Aontais Eorpaigh.  Thug sé 
sainchomhairle don AE ar mheasúnú cláir taighde mara 
agus bhí baint aige le forbairt agus ionadaíocht thionscal 
na hiascaireachta le fiche bliain anuas.  

Tá an tUas. Ó Cinnéide ina bhall den Bhord Achomhairc 
um Cheadúnais Dobharshaothraithe, ina Chathaoirleach 
ar Chomhairle Raidió na Gaeltachta agus ina Rúnaí ar 
Fhondúireacht an Bhlascaoid.

An tUasal Lorcán Ó Cinnéide (2010-Feabhra 2015)

Tá an tUas. Donal Kelly ina Stiúrthóir Bainistíochta le Fast 
Fish Ltd, gnó rathúil a dhíolann agus a sholáthraíonn iasc 
agus ola agus atá lonnaithe i mBaile Chaisleáin Bhéarra.
Bhí an tUas. Kelly ag fónamh ar Choiste Bainistíochta 
Celtic Sea Herring ar feadh 10 mbliana agus ar Choiste 
West Pelagic ar feadh 3 bliana. 
D’fhóin an tUas. Kelly ar roinnt bord, san earnáil 

phríobháideach agus san earnáil dheonach.  D’oibrigh 
sé go deonach ar son Phobal Chontae Chorcaí agus 
ar fhóraim dheonacha, ar Bhord Forbartha Chontae 
Chorcaí agus ghníomhaigh sé mar Chathaoirleach ar CLG 
Bhaile Chaisleáin Bhéarra, agus ar Choiste Bainistíochta 
Chlub Gailf Bhaile Chaisleáin Bhéarra agus ar Chumann 
Forbartha Pobail Bhaile Chaisleáin Bhéarra.

An tUasal Donal Kelly (2013-2018)
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Lean Bord Fhoras na Mara ag díriú go tréan 
ar rialachas corparáideach i gcaitheamh 2014 
agus bhí idirchaidreamh maith acu leis an 
bhfoireann bainistíochta feidhmiúcháin nuair a 
bhí an t-athbhreithniú bliantúil á dhéanamh ar 
an bPlean Gnó Straitéiseach, atá le leasú agus le 
nuashonrú faoi dheireadh Ráithe 1 in 2015. 

Ba dheas linn fáilte a chur roimh John Evans ar 
ais chuig an bhfoireann bhainistíochta le bheith 
i dteannta Oifig an POF i ndiaidh tréimhse 
shaoire. 

Thugamar dul chun cinn faoi deara ar chur i 
bhfeidhm Ráiteas na Gaillimhe a síníodh anseo 
ag Foras na Mara an 24 Bealtaine 2013, agus le 
haighneacht rathúil thionscal BG14 Fhoras na 
Mara, a bhronnadh i Samhain, faoi réir conartha. 
Ar bharr sin, thacaigh an Foras le Ceardlann an 
Choimisiúin Eorpaigh ar Léarscáiliú Ghrinneall 
na Farraige, a bhí ar siúl i gCaisleán Bhaile Átha 
Cliath i Nollaig 2014 – céim thábhachtach eile i 
dtreo Ráiteas na Gaillimhe a chur i bhfeidhm.  

Sholáthair an Foras tacaíocht ríthábhachtach 
le hobair an Ghrúpa Comhordaithe Muirí, agus 
ghlac siad páirt i ngníomhaíochtaí Biúró an 

ghrúpa, lena n-áirítear an Tuarascáil Bhliantúil 
a ullmhú ar dhul chun cinn Feidhm a Bhaint 
as Saibhreas ár nAigéin. Ina theannta sin, 
chomhlíon an Foras ról lárnach chun an chéad 
Chomhdháil Bhliantúil maidir le Feidhm a 
Bhaint as Saibhreas ár nAigéin a eagrú, a bhí 
ar siúl i gCaisleán Bhaile Átha Cliath ar an 18 
Meitheamh 2015 agus ar fhreastail os cionn 
400 toscaire. Sa mhullach air sin, sholáthair an 
fhoireann san Fhoras tacaíocht thábhachtach 
chun cabhrú le Tascfhórsa na Roinne a chur 
chun cinn, ar a raibh an Dr Peter Heffernan ina 
chomhchathaoirleach. 

Bhí Foras na Mara gníomhach agus d’imir siad 
tionchar i measc réimse d’fhóraim idirnáisiúnta 
agus comhlachtaí taighde a bhaineann lenár 
sainchúram náisiúnta, mar shampla, an 
Chomhairle Idirnáisiúnta um Thaiscéalaíocht 
na Mara (ICES),  Coinbhinsiún Osló agus Pháras 
(OSPAR), an Comhthionscnamh Clár Nasctha 
Mara agus Aigéan Folláine (JPI Oceans), agus 
Bord Mara na hEorpa.

D’aimsigh an 12ú heagrán d’Eacnamaí Iompair 
Mhuirí na hÉireann tagarmhairc, a d’fhoilsigh 
Oifig Forbartha Muirí na hÉireann, an fhianaise 

Ráiteas an Chathaoirligh 

Simon Coveney, T.D., an tAire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara, Peter Heffernan, POF Fhoras na Mara, an Taoiseach, Enda Kenny, Miguel 
Marques, PricewaterhouseCoopers agus John Killeen, Cathaoirleach, Foras na Mara ag an gComhdháil ‘Saibhreas Ár nAigéin’ a bhí ar 
siúl ag an gClólann, Caisleán Bhaile Átha Cliath, Meitheamh 2014.
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a thacaíonn leis an soirbhíochas méadaitheach maidir le 
téarnamh gheilleagar na hÉireann.  Rinneamar dul chun 
cinn suntasach chun an chomhpháirtíocht straitéiseach a 
dhoimhniú leis an ÚFT agus len ár n-ambasáidí sna príomh-
spriochmhargaí le haghaidh seirbhísí loingseoireachta, 
e.g. an Ghearmáin, an tSín, agus Singeapór, i gcaitheamh 
2014. Ar bharr sin, chomhlíon an IMDO ról tábhachtach sa 
seomra innill a sholáthair Foras na Mara chun tacú le hobair 
Thascfhórsa Forbartha Ghrúpa Comhordaithe Fhoras na 
Mara.  

D’athsheolamar ár láithreán gréasáin, www.marine.ie i 
Nollaig 2014 chun feabhas a chur ar fhaisnéis agus ar 
sheirbhísí ar líne a sholáthar dár gcustaiméirí.

Thug ár gcoiste iniúchta inmheánaigh agus an 
fheidhmeannacht faoi réimse dlúth iniúchtaí inmheánacha a 
thuairiscigh na leibhéil uasta de dhearbhú ar réimse fairsing 
rialuithe do Bhord Fhoras na Mara.

Rinne an POF agus mé féin idirchaidreamh leis an 
mbainistíocht shinsearach ag an Roinn Talmhaíochta, 
Bia agus Mara maidir le saincheisteanna ríthábhachtacha 
pleanála lucht saothair, a scrúdaigh leibhéil laghdaithe 
soláthair foirne i leith cúlra d’éilimh ar sheirbhís ar tháinig 
méadú substainteach orthu.

Bhain an Foras Creidiúnú Scothsheirbhíse ó Scothfhostaithe 

(ETP) amach faoi Chaighdeán an NSAI - ETP 1000:2012, 
don 10ú bliain i ndiaidh a chéile ó 2005 i leith, a thaispeáin a 
thiomanta d’fhorbairt foirne atáimid.

Is féidir na héachtaí siúd a bhaint amach mar gheall ar 
thiomantas Phríomhfheidhmeannach, bhainistíocht agus 
fhoireann an Fhorais, a choimeádann díriú agus tiomantas 
inmholta dár gcomhfhís, “geilleagar mara a mbeidh borradh 
faoi gan dochar don éiceachóras agus a mbeidh ár gcuid 
sársheirbhísí mar thaca aige.” 

Thar ceann Bhord Fhoras na Mara, táim ag dréim leis an 
díriú sin a roinnt agus oibriú as lámh na foirne bainistíochta 
feidhmiúcháin lena chinntiú go mbímid dírithe ar an sprioc 
de shíor.

John Killeen
Cathaoirleach, Foras na Mara

Ráiteas an Chathaoirligh 

Craig McClean, NOAA, Peter Heffernan, POF Fhoras na Mara, Stephen Locke, Suirbhé Geolaíoch Cheanada, John Bell, Stiúrthóir 
Bithgheilleagair, Ard-Stiúrthóir Taighde agus Nuálaíochta ag Ceardlann um Léarscáiliú Ghrinneall an Atlantaigh, Nollaig 2014.

http://www.marine.ie
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D’oibríomar go dian i mbliana chun cur 
le héachtaí Uachtaránacht na hÉireann 
2013 ‘Ráiteas na Gaillimhe’ agus le leasú 
an Lárbheartais Iascaigh (CFP), agus 
chomhlíonamar ról lárnach ina gcur i 
bhfeidhm. Bhíomar ag oibriú as lámh ár 
gcomhghleacaithe san Eoraip, i gCeanada 
agus sna Stáit Aontaithe chun cabhrú le 
cláir forbartha a fhorbairt chun Ráiteas na 
Gaillimhe a chur i bhfeidhm agus sheolamar 
togra rathúil do chistiú Horizon 2020 (BG14) le 
tionscadal ar a dtugtar Gníomh Comhordaithe 
agus Tacaíochta Chomhghuaillíocht Taighde 
an Aigéin Atlantaigh (AORAC-SA). Tá de 
chuspóir an tionscadail tacaíocht eolaíochta, 
theicniúil agus lóistíochtúil a sholáthar don 
Choimisiún Eorpach chun Comhoibriú Taighde 
Mhuirí Thrasatlantaigh a chur i bhfeidhm 
agus a fhorbairt idir an tAontas Eorpach, 
Stáit Aontaithe Mheiriceá agus Ceanada. Mar 
chomhordaitheoir an tionscadail, táimid ag súil 
le ról lárnach a chomhlíonadh a luaithe a bhíonn 
na conarthaí i bhfeidhm in 2015.

D’oibríomar leis an Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia 
agus Mara (DAFM) chun tacú le leasú an CFP 
i bpríomhlimistéir, ar nós an toirmisc ar éisc 

aischurtha a thabhairt isteach agus an Ciste nua 
Eorpach agus Iascaigh Mhuirí (EMFF) a ullmhú.

Bhuaigh taighdeoirí muirí na hÉireann €5.5 
milliún i gcistiú iomaíoch de chuid Horizon 
2020 i limistéir Fáis Ghoirm agus an Bhia 
Inmharthana agus na Slándála in 2014, a 
thaispeáin an caighdeán ard d’eolaíocht mhuirí 
a bhfuiltear ag tabhairt faoi ar fud an Stáit, sna 
hearnálacha tríú leibhéal agus in earnálacha na 
bhfiontar beag agus meánmhéide. D’infheistigh 
ár gClár Taighde Mhuirí féin €4.4 milliún i 
gcistiú taighde iomaíoch in 2014. 

Lean Seirbhísí Timpeallachta Mara agus 
Sábháilteachta Bia le sraith ríthábhachtach de 
mhonatóireacht, tacaíocht chomhairleach agus 
theicniúil agus seirbhísí taighde a sholáthar do 
ranna an Rialtais, lena n-áirítear an DAFM, an 
DECLG, an DAHG, agus an DCENR. Baineann 
ríthábhacht leis na seirbhísí seo i dtaobh 
scéimeanna náisiúnta ceadúnaithe a oibriú 
(Dobharshaothrú agus Iascaigh; Cladach) agus 
comhlíonadh réimse Treoracha de chuid an 
AE, ar nós an MSFD agus na Treorach maidir le 
Gnáthóga.

Tuarascáil an 
Phríomhfheidhmeannaigh 

Randy Gillespie, Stiúrthóir, an tIonad um Theicneolaíocht Aigéin Fheidhmeach, Ollscoil Memorial Newfoundland, Alan Stevenson, 
Ceann Foirne Geolaíochta Muirí, Suirbhé Geolaíoch na Breataine, an Dr Peter Heffernan, POF Fhoras na Mara, Pål Buhl-Mortensen, 
Eolaí Sinsearach Taighde, an Institiúid Taighde Mhuirí, an Iorua, Andy Armstrong, Comhstiúrthóir, an Comh-Ionad Hidreagrafach, 
Ollscoil New Hampshire, SAM agus an tOllamh Phil Weaver, Sainchomhairleoir Muirdhreacha, EMODNET UK, ag Ceardlann um 
Léarscáiliú Ghrinneall an Atlantaigh, Caisleán Bhaile Átha Cliath, Nollaig 2014.

TUARASCÁIL AN PHRÍOMHFHEIDHMEANNAIGH
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Bhain ár dtaighdeoirí cistiú iomaíoch taighde bia amach 
trí chlár FIRM an DAFM chun tabhairt faoi thrí thionscadal 
thábhachtacha taighde a théann i ngleic le riachtanais an 
tionscail dobharshaothraithe agus bhia mara i limistéir 
shláinte shliogéisc agus shábháilteachta bia mara, ag 
comhoibriú le comhpháirtithe taighde in Ollscoil na 
hÉireann, Gaillimh, Coláiste na hOllscoile, Corcaigh agus 
Ollscoil na hÉireann, Baile Átha Cliath. 

Sholáthair Seirbhísí Comhairleacha um Éiceachórais 
Iascaigh seirbhísí ríthábhachtacha comhairleacha 
eolaíochta don Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara chun 
an CFP a chur i bhfeidhm agus dualgais eolaíochta na 
hÉireann a chomhlíonadh faoin gCreat um Bailiú Sonraí, 
mar aon le Natura 2000 agus Creat-Treoir na Straitéise 
Mara.  Chuireamar Leabhar Stoic Bliantúil 2014 le chéile, a 
sholáthraíonn príomhshonraí eolaíochta d’idirbheartaíocht 
iascaigh  Chomhairle Airí an AE i Nollaig. Anuas air sin, 
bhain ár bhfoireann FEAS cistiú suntasach amach don 
tréimhse a fhad le 2020 faoin gCiste nua Eorpach Muirí 
agus Iascaigh chun sonraí faoi iascaigh a bhailiú, mar aon le 
tabhairt faoi chlár mór de shuirbhéanna ar iascaigh agus de 
thionscadail taighde.

In 2014, suiteáladh córas nua ilbhíoma ar an RV Celtic 
Voyager chun léarscáiliú ghrinneall na farraige a dhéanamh 
agus thugamar faoi deara gur éirigh go sár-mhaith lenár 
n-árthaí taighde ar fud réimse de shuirbhéanna eolaíochta 
ilchuspóra.

Lean ár gclár de shuirbhéanna Trasatlantacha i 
gcomhpháirtíocht le hOllscoil Memorial, Newfoundland 
agus le comhghleacaithe taighde na hÉireann. 
Chomhlíon ár bhfoireann léarscáilithe ghrinneall na 
farraige príomhról in INFOMAR, an príomhchlár náisiúnta 
léarscáilithe ghrinneall na farraige faoina dtugtar i 
gcomhpháirtíocht le Suirbhéireacht Gheolaíochta na 
hÉireann. Sholáthair Seirbhísí Aigéaneolaíochta seirbhísí 
samhaltaithe agus réamhaisnéise agus chuir siad leis 
an taighde a rinne ár bhfoirne seirbhís eolaíochta agus 
d’oibrigh said seirbhísí suíomh tástála fuinneamh aigéin 

agus an gréasán náisiúnta baoithe aimsire. 

Chuireamar fáilte roimh roinnt cuairteoirí chuig Foras na 
Mara i gcaitheamh na bliana, lena n-áirítear Ambasadóir 
nuacheaptha SAM le hÉirinn, Kevin O’Malley an 14 Samhain 
2014. Anuas air sin, d’osclaíomar ár ndoirse i Samhain 
do bhreis agus 300 dalta na hidirbhliana le haghaidh 
taispeántas in iascaigh agus i sábháilteacht bhia mara, mar 
aon le taispeántas ar ghairmeacha muirí agus deiseanna 
oiliúna, ár gclár bliantúil sparánaí do mhic léinn tríú leibhéal 
san áireamh.

Rinneamar seoladh boinn ag Banc Ceannais na hÉireann a 
óstáil, an 1 Meán Fómhair, chun aireagóir an fhormhuireáin 
nua-aimseartha, John Philip Holland [1841-1914], a 
rugadh in Éirinn, a chomóradh. Leag an t-imeacht béim ar 
thraidisiún fada na hÉireann de nuálaíocht mhuirí agus bhí 
ár bhfomhuireán neamhfhoireannaithe, an ROV Holland I 
mar chúlra.   

Gabhaim buíochas ó chroí le foireann Fhoras na 
Mara as ucht a dtiomantais agus a n-ardchaighdeáin 
chomhsheasmhaigh soláthair seirbhíse agus leis an 
mBord as ucht a dtiomantais agus a ndúthrachta chun na 
caighdeáin is airde i rialachas corparáideach a bhaint amach. 

Peter Heffernan
Príomhfheidhmeannach

Tuarascáil an 
Phríomhfheidhmeannaigh 

Bhí Brisingida Oráiste ar cheann den iomaí speiceas a shampláil 
eolaithe a bhí ar bord Árthach Taighde an Celtic Explorer. 
Bhíothas in ann ainmnithe domhainfharraige a shampláil gan 
tionchar a imirt ar an éiceachóras a bhuíochas le ROV Holland 1.

Adrian Ahearn, an Banc Ceannais, Peter Heffernan, POF Fhoras na 
Mara agus Paul Molumby, Stiúrthóir Airgeadraí ag an mBanc Ceannais, 
ag Seoladh an Bhoinn Phrofa Airgid Inbhailithe de leagan teoranta i 
gcomóradh John Philip Holland ag Foras na Mara, Órán Mór.

TUARASCÁIL AN PHRÍOMHFHEIDHMEANNAIGH
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D’athraigh an feabhsú a tháinig ar an 
timpeallacht eacnamaíoch, de réir a chéile mar 
aon le roinnt earcaíocht theoranta an dearcadh 
in 2014 go dearcadh borrtha agus soirbhíochais 
agus leagadh béim ar luach ar airgead a 
uasmhéadú i measc páirtithe leasmhara trí 
sheirbhís an-fhreagrúil, atá faoi thionchar 
custaiméirí agus béim leantach á leagan ar 
rialachas tréan corparáideach agus luach ar 
airgead a sholáthar.

I measc bhuaicphointí 2014, bhí an 
méid a leanas:
Creidiúnú Scothsheirbhíse ó Scothfhostaithe 
(ETP) amach faoi Chaighdeán an NSAI - ETP 
1000:2012 a choimeád. Is é an ETP an t-aon 
scéim náisiúnta bainistíochta acmhainní 
daonna in Éirinn atá tiomanta do ról daoine 
agus an tionchar a imríonn siad ar ghnó. 
Bhronn Foras na Mara an t-ardghradam seo 
go leanúnach ó 2005 ar aghaidh, a léiríonn 
infheistíocht an Fhorais inár bhfoireann a 
chomhlíonann ról lárnach chun éifeachtúlacht 
ár ngó a uasmhéadú agus cumas eagraíochtúil 
a mhéadú.

Thuairiscigh comhlíonadh an Chóid Chleachtais 
um Rialachas Comhlachtaí Stáit, lena n-áirítear 
iniúchtaí rialta inmheánacha na leibhéil 
uasta de dhearbhú agus de sholáthar dea-
chleachtais. 

Rinneadh infheistíocht €4.4 milliún faoin gClár 
Taighde Mhuirí, lena n-áirítear €3 milliún le 
haghaidh an ama a chaitear ar bord árthaí 
náisiúnta taighde an RV Celtic Explorer agus 
an RV Celtic Voyager, mar aon le €1.4 milliún ar 

thionscadail taighde agus ar bhonneagar.

Rinneadh tuairisciú ráithiúil bainistíochta 
riosca leis an gCoiste Iniúchta Inmheánaigh 
mar aon le hathbhreithniú ar an mbeartas 
riosca agus rinneadh athbhreithniú míosúil 
ar an gClár Rioscaí leis an Oifigeach Riosca. 
Trí na rioscaí a thuiscint atá romhainn agus 
iad a bhainistiú i gceart, cuirtear feabhas ar 
chumas na hInstitiúide chun cinntí níos fearr a 
dhéanamh, tabhairt faoi chuspóirí agus chun 
feidhmíocht a fheabhsú ina dhiaidh sin.  

Rinneadh láithreán gréasáin nua-aimseartha 
agus nuálach, www.marine.ie, a athfhorbairt 
agus a sheoladh, ar tugadh os cionn 250,000 
cuairt air in 2014. Mar gheall ar an ollréimse 
seirbhísí ar líne ar an láithreán agus mar 
gheall gur féidir rochtain a fháil air ó fhearais 
shoghluaiste, cuirfidh an láithreán gréasáin 
feabhas ar an mbealach a idirghníomhaímid le 
custaiméirí agus ar an tseirbhís a chuirimid ar 
fáil dóibh. 

Cuireadh tionscnaimh choigilte fuinnimh ar bun 
agus baineadh coigiltí beaga ach tábhachtacha 
amach cheana féin faoi dheireadh 2014, agus 
sainaithníodh clár mionsonraithe lena chur i 
bhfeidhm in 2015. 

An tUasal Caroline Bocquel
Stiúrthóir Seirbhísí Corparáideacha

Ráiteas an Stiúrthóra

Seirbhísí Corparáideacha 

http://www.marine.ie
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SEIRBHÍSÍ CORPARÁIDEACHA 

Acmhainní Daonna
Leagadh béim in 2014 ar luach a chur leis an seirbhísí agus 
na tacaíochtaí a sholáthraíonn an Institiúid faoinár Straitéis 
Chorparáideach fad a chinntítear idirchaidreamh lenár 
bhfoireann agus forbairt ár bhfoirne. 

Bhí baint ag Foras na Mara le líon tionscadail Eorpacha 
agus idirnáisiúnta taighde inar earcaíodh cúigear foirne 
sealadacha a bhí cistithe ag an tionscadal chun tacú le 
taighde a sholáthar i limistéir na haigéaneolaíochta, na 
n-iascach agus na n-éiceachóras, sábháilteachta sliogéisc 
agus forbartha sonraí. Tháinig beirt chomhaltaí nua foirne 
go hOifig Forbartha Muirí na hÉireann. Leanamar ag tacú le 
tionscnaimh chun céimithe agus iad siúd atá ar an mbeochlár 
a fhorbairt agus soláthraíodh socrúcháin do 11 chéimí a bhain 
cáilíochtaí amach le déanaí (oiliúnaithe) ar chláir thaithí 
oibre 50 seachtain agus 20 intéirneacht JobBridge. Bhí na 
socrúcháin seo i measc réimse de dhisciplíní eolaíochta, 
teicniúla agus riaracháin agus bhain 65 faoin gcéad de na 
hOiliúnaithe fostaíocht amach agus d’fhill 17 faoin gcéad 
díobh chun tabhairt faoi bhreis staidéir agus bhain 81 faoin 
gcéad d’Intéirnigh fostaíocht amach le heagraíochtaí eile 
nó d’fhill siad ar staidéar lánaimseartha chun tabhairt faoi 
Mháistreacht nó faoi PhD.

Coiméadadh ár gCreidiúnú Scothsheirbhíse ó Scothfhostaithe 
(ETP) amach faoi Chaighdeán an NSAI - ETP 1000:2012 in 
2014. Léirigh seo ár n-éiteas mar eagraíocht, a bhí dírithe 
ar chumarsáid agus infheistíocht éifeachtach a dhéanamh 
i bhfoghlaim agus i bhforbairt na foirne ar feadh an 
tsaoil.  Dhírigh ár gclár Foghlama agus Forbartha 2014 ar 
fhorbairt phearsanta agus bainistíochta, bainistíocht agus 
pleanáil straitéiseach agus ar shláinte agus sábháilteacht. 
Áiríodh leis an gclár oiliúint agus forbairt ríthábhachtach a 
sholáthar, infheistíocht a dhéanamh i gcláir thríú leibhéal, 
cláir chóitseála agus forbairt phearsanta lena chinntiú 
gur soláthraíodh Tosaíochtaí Clár Oibre agus d’eascair 
infheistíocht os cionn €350,000 (3.85 faoin gcéad den 
phárolla) a dhéanamh as an Straitéis Chorparáideach.

Thionóil coiste sláinte agus sábháilteachta Fhoras na 
Mara ocht gcruinniú agus sholáthair ionadaithe ó gach 
láthair Clár ETP a bhí Creidiúnaithe i dTaobh Cáilíochta. I 

gcaitheamh na bliana, cuireadh os cionn 21 measúnú riosca 
ar bun agus tuairiscíodh 13 mhionteagmhas in 2014. Thit 
seachtain bhliantúil sláinte, sábháilteachta agus folláine na 
bhfostaithe amach i Nollaig 2014, lenar áiríodh ceardlanna ar 
aireacha, folláine mheabhrach mar aon le garchabhair agus 
sábháilteacht dóiteáin.  

Airgeadas
Leanann Foras na Mara ag cloí leis an gcód cleachtais um 
rialachas comhlachtaí Stáit. Tugadh faoi athbhreithniú 
neamhspleách ar chomhlíonadh an Fhorais i dtaobh 
an chóid agus ar an gcóras rialuithe inmheánacha atá i 
bhfeidhm san Fhoras in 2014, a dheimhnigh go bhfuil 
beartais agus nósanna imeachta cuimsitheacha ag an 
bhForas a chuimsíonn na príomhlimistéir rialachais agus 
rialaithe inmheánaigh agus tugadh ardtús áite do rialachas 
corparáideach laistigh den eagraíocht. 

Faoi mhaoirseacht an choiste iniúchta inmheánaigh, lean 
Foras na Mara ag tabhairt faoi iniúchtaí inmheánacha in 
2014. Dheimhnigh gach ceann de na ceithre iniúchadh 
ardchaighdeáin rialachais an Fhorais agus chinntigh siad go 
bhfuil córas éifeachtach rialaithe inmheánaigh á choimeád 
agus á oibriú. I measc na n-iniúchtaí, bhí an cód cleachtais, 
athbhreithniú ar an gcóras rialuithe inmheánacha airgeadais, 
bainistíocht conartha agus beartais TF, agus gníomhaíodh 
i leith aon mholtaí iniúchta inmheánaigh agus tuairiscíodh 
iad leis an gcoiste iniúchta inmheánaigh agus le bord Fhoras 
na Mara. Forbraíodh an plean iniúchta inmheánaigh don 
tréimhse 2015-2016 i rith 2014 agus léiríonn seo na rioscaí a 
sainaithníodh i gclár rioscaí Fhoras na Mara, riachtanais an 
Ard-Reachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste agus an choiste iniúchta 
inmheánaigh. 

Nuashonraíodh nósanna imeachta agus beartais airgeadais 
Fhoras na Mara i rith 2014 agus leanann éiteas agus díriú 
tréan i dtaca le soláthar poiblí ar fud Fhoras na Mara.   In 2014, 
eisíodh 43 tairiscint, ar foilsíodh sé cinn díobh ar Irisleabhar 
Oifigiúil na gComhphobal Eorpach (‘Official Journal of the 
European Communities’). Cruthaíodh gur bealach éifeachtach 
agus éifeachtúil chun costais a laghdú agus chun coigilteas 
a ghiniúint é ceannach láraithe agus an Oifig um Sholáthar 
Rialtais agus leanfar de seo isteach in 2015. 

D’fhreastail daltaí na hidirbhliana ar lá oscailte 
Fhoras na Mara do dhaltaí na hIdirbhliana i 
rith Fhéile Eolaíochta agus Teicneolaíochta na 
Gaillimhe, Samhain 2014.

Soláthraíonn clár oiliúna Aigéaneolaíocht 
Oibríochtúil SMART d’iarchéimithe ar bord an 
RV Celtic Voyager ardoiliúint chomhtháite in 
aigéaneolaíocht oibríochtúil, Meitheamh 2014.

Sheol Foras na Mara láithreán 
gréasáin nua, bunaithe ar 
dhearadh freagrach, i Nollaig 
2014.
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Tá sé mar bheartas Fhoras na Mara a chinntiú go n-íoctar 
gach sonrasc go pras laistigh de théarmaí an Achta um Íoc 
Pras Cuntas, 1997 agus Rialacháin na gComhphobal Eorpach 
(Íocaíocht Dhéanach in Idirbhearta Tráchtála), 2012. Tá córais 
agus nósanna imeachta i bhfeidhm a chumasaíonn rianú 
a dhéanamh ar shonraisc agus lena chinntiú go ndéantar 
íocaíochtaí ar bhealach tráthúil agus éifeachtúil. 

Saoráidí
Tá an fhoireann Saoráidí bunaithe go príomha sa 
cheanncheathrú in Órán Mór agus tá an fhoireann a oibríonn i 
bhfáiltiú, na stóir, cothabháil, riarachán agus soláthar ina measc. 
Is iad príomhfheidhmeanna na foirne chun timpeallachtaí 
sábháilte oibre a sholáthar, seirbhísí soláthair a sholáthar agus 
sár-thacaíocht custaiméirí a chur ar fáil i measc áiseanna uile an 
Fhorais, agus na saoráidí seo a choimeád i leith ardchaighdeáin 
ar bhealach costéifeachtúil.

Ar cheann de phríomhchuspóirí na foirne in 2014 ba é 
éifeachtúlacht costais a bhaint amach trí cheannach láraithe, 
mar aon le Creatlacha agus conarthaí na hOifige um Sholáthar 
Rialtais (OGP) a chur chun cinn agus a úsáid. Tá comhairle agus 
cúnamh á soláthar anois ag comhalta na foirne don eagraíocht 
maidir le soláthar, go ginearálta, go sonrach maidir le creatlacha 
an OGP. Ceannaítear ardlíon tomhaltáin saotharlainne anois trí 
chreatlach, a n-eascraíonn coigiltí suntasacha airgeadais as don 
Fhoras.
 
D’fhreagair fáiltiú láraithe in Órán Mór ar 11,500 fiosrúchán 
isteach a rinneadh ar an nguthán i gcaitheamh 2014. Dhéileáil 
cothabháil le 404 saincheist neamhsceidealaithe cothabhála 
a tháinig chun solais agus a réitíodh i rith na bliana. Is é an 
príomhchuspóir do na hinnealtóirí speisialtóra agus cothabhála 
ginearálta ná oibríochtaí éifeachtúla a chinntiú i measc na 
saoráidí agus na foirgnimh, an gléasra agus an trealamh a 
choimeád i leith caighdeán an-ard. Cuimsíonn an chothabháil 
phleanáilte choisctheach 35 seirbhís speisialtóra tógála, agus 
bíonn 59 cuair ar an suíomh, ar an iomlán, i gceist leis.

Seirbhísí Leabharlainne
Bailiúchán ar líne téacs iomláin de gach foilseachán de chuid 
Fhoras na Mara agus na foirne atá i Stór Rochtana Oscailte 
Fhoras an Mara (OAR) (http://oar.marine.ie/), a dhéanann 
an leabharlann a bhainistiú agus a choimeád. Ag deireadh 
2014, bhí 927 foilseachán á gcoimeád ag an OAR agus tugadh 
17,644 cuairt orthu, ar méadú nach mór 10 faoin gcéad é seo 
ar an líon cuairteanna a tugadh orthu i gcomparáid le 2013, 
a bhféadfadh go raibh comhcheangal an OAR le RIAN go 
déanach in 2013 mar chúis leis seo. Is é RIAN an tairseach 
náisiúnta a chuireann ar chumas cuardaigh a dhéanamh i 
measc gach foilseachán taighde Éireannaigh.  Sainordaíonn 
Horizon 2020 go dtugann gach togra cistithe cuntas ar conas 
a dhéanfaidh siad aschur rochtana oscailte dá n-aschur 
taighde. Soláthraíonn an OAR an fheidhm seo d’Fhoras na 
Mara, a chinntíonn go bhfuil gach togra cistithe go hiomlán 
comhlíontach. 

Chomhordaigh an leabharlann feachtas leabhar agus bhailigh 
siad 15 bhosca de leabhair a thug foireann Fhoras na Mara ar 
bhonn deonach. Rinneadh iad seo a thabhairt do Better World 

Books ar bhonn deonach agus tugadh fáltais uile an díola 
d’Fheasacht Litearthachta d’Aosaigh Náisiúnta na hÉireann 
(‘Irish National Adult Literacy Awareness’).

In 2014, cuireadh seirbhísí leabharlainne chun tairisceana 
agus bronnadh conradh ceithre bliana do sheirbhísí leantacha 
leabharlainne i bhForas na Mara.

Cumarsáid
In 2014, rinneamar ár láithreán gréasáin nua, www.marine.
ie, a athfhorbairt agus a sheoladh, bunaithe ar dhearadh 
freagrúil chun freastal ar riachtanais athraitheacha ár 
gcuairteoirí chuig ár láithreán gréasáin. Is féidir amharc anois 
ar ár láithreán gréasáin gan stró ar réimse fearas.  Tugadh 
252,361 cuairt ar an láithreán gréasáin, agus thug 155,622 
duine athchuairt air i rith 2014. 

Leanamar le hidirchaidreamh meán sóisialta a fhorbairt ar 
ardáin, ar nós Facebook, LinkedIn agus Twitter agus ar ár 
mblag scientists@sea, áit a ndéanann eolaithe blagáil faoina 
suirbhéanna ar bord an RV Celtic Explorer.

Chuaigh ár gClár Oideachais Taiscéalaithe i méid agus 
bhain sé 100 bunscoil amach in Iarthar na hÉireann in 2014. 
Rinneadh clár píolótach modúlbhunaithe, ar baineadh triail 
as i nGaillimh in 2013-14, a thabhairt isteach sa Chlár, i Maigh 
Eo agus i Sligeach, i gcomhar le hUisceadán Atlantach 
na Gaillimhe (Galway Atlantaquaria) agus leis na hIonaid 
Oideachais Chontae i rith scoilbhliain 2014-15. Leanadh go 
rathúil leis an gclár san Oirthear agus sa Deisceart agus 
ghlac 12 bhunscoil páirt i mBaile Átha Cliath/Cill Mhantáin 
le hIonad Oideachais na Carraige Duibhe agus Beatha 
Mhara Bhré (Bray Sea Life) agus ghlac 19 mbunscoil páirt 
ag Saotharlann Lifetime, Corcaigh. In Iúil, reáchtálamar 
cúrsa oiliúna múinteoirí na dTaiscéalaithe i gcomhar le 
hUisceadán Atlantach na Gaillimhe agus le hIonad Oideachais 
na Gaillimhe.  Forbraíodh a mhéid le 50 plean nua ceachta, a 
d’úsáid téamaí muirí, do Chlár Oideachais na dTaiscéalaithe 
a thacaíonn le Curaclam Bhuscoile NCCA na hÉireann.  Tá na 
pleananna ceachta ar fáil i mBéarla agus i nGaeilge ar www.
explorers.ie.  Chistigh Fondúireacht Eolaíochta Éireann an 
tionscadal seo agus chomhordaigh Uisceadán Atlantach 
na Gaillimhe é le tacaíocht ó Fhoras na Mara. Go déanach in 
2014, chuireamar tús lenár measúnacht sheachtrach ar chlár 
na dTaiscéalaithe agus é mar chuspóir againn breisfhorbairt 
a dhéanamh ar an gclár chun cuspóirí Feidhm a Bhaint as 
Saibhreas ár nAigéin – Plean Comhtháite Muirí d’Éirinn 
(‘Harnessing our Ocean Wealth - An Integrated Marine 
Plan for Ireland’) a leagann béim ar fhorbairt an chláir mar 
phríomhghníomh.

I Samhain, d’fháiltíomar roimh 300 dalta san idirbhliain chuig 
an gceanncheathrú in Órán Mór i gcomhar le Féile Eolaíochta 
agus Theicneolaíochta na Gaillimhe agus tionscadal ‘Muir na 
Sochaí’ (‘Sea for Society’) de chuid an AE.   Bhain na daltaí 
taitneamh as cur i láthair agus taispeántais ag an bhfoireann 
ar a gcuid oibre mar aon le turas ar na saotharlanna.

Thacaíomar le roinnt imeachtaí i gcaitheamh na bliana, lena 
n-áirítear an chéad Chomhdháil ‘Saibhreas ár nAigéin’ i 
gCaisleán Bhaile Átha Cliath i Meitheamh, agus ceardlann de 
chuid an Choimisiúin Eorpaigh i gCaisleán Bhaile Átha Cliath 

http://oar.marine.ie/
http://www.marine.ie
http://www.marine.ie
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i Nollaig ar chur i bhfeidhm ‘Ráiteas na Gaillimhe’ (Aguisín 9) 
a dhírigh ar léarscáiliú ghrinneall an Atlantaigh.  D’fhreastail 
rannpháirtithe an AE, SAM agus Cheanada ar an imeacht 
seo chun príomhthosaíochtaí agus príomhchur chuige a 
dheimhniú le haghaidh léarscáiliú sprioctha grinnill chun tacú 
le cumas breathnaithe agus réamhaisnéise aigéin.  

Rinneamar seoladh bhonn comórtha John Philip Holland ag 
an mBanc Ceannais a óstáil ag ár gceanncheathrú in Órán 
Mór, an 1 Meán Fómhair, in onóir aireagóir an fhomhuireáin 
nua-aimseartha a rugadh in Éirinn.  

I rith 2014, bhíomar mar ghné i roinnt léiriúcháin teilifíse, 
lena n-áirítear sraith Eco Eye agus cuireadh agallaimh ar bun 
ag saotharlanna Fhoras na Mara agus ar bord an RV Celtic 
Explorer maidir le tionchar an aigéin agus athrú aeráide agus 
bhí gnéchlár ann ar chlár clibeála siorc craosaire an Fhorais sa 
chlár ‘Ireland’s Ocean’.  Bhain roinnt scéalta a bhain le cúrsaí 
muirí a chuir Foras na Mara chun cinn cumhdach na meán 
náisiúnta i rith na bliana, lena n-áirítear suirbhé ina raibh 
taiscéaladh á dhéanamh ag eolaithe ó Ollscoil na hÉireann, 
Gaillimh ar chóras cainneon fomhuireáin domhainfharraige 
Chainneon Whittard san Atlantach Thoir Thuaidh ar bord 
RV Celtic Explorer Fhoras na Mara. Bhí na fionnachtana 
nua a rinne eolaithe a bhain le geolaíocht agus le gnáthóga 
bitheolaíocha fhána thoir theas Bhruach Rocal faoi stiúir UCC 
cumhdaithe sna nuachtáin náisiúnta chomh maith, mar aon 
le taighde a rinne Foras na Mara agus Ollscoil Southampton 
ar dhéocsaíd charbóin a stórálann éisc dhomhainfharraige. 
D’fhoilsíomar 53 scéal nuachta agus preaseisiúint ar ár 
láithreán gréasáin, www.marine.ie, i rith 2014.

An Oifig Taighde 
In 2014, rinneadh infheistíocht €4.4 milliún faoin gClár 
Taighde Mhuirí, lena n-áirítear €3 milliún le haghaidh an 
ama a chaitear ar bord na n-árthaí náisiúnta taighde mar aon 
le €1.4 milliún ar thionscadail taighde agus ar bhonneagar. 
Rinneadh dhá thrian d’infheistíocht 2014 a bhronnadh 
chun tacú le taighde (156 lá) agus le cláir oiliúna fochéime/
iarchéime (62 lá) ar bord árthaí náisiúnta taighde an RV 
Celtic Explorer agus an RV Celtic Voyager.  Dhírigh an 
taighde faoinar tugadh ar limistéir na timpeallachta muirí, na 
haigéaneolaíochta agus an athraithe aeráide, na geolaíochta 
muirí, na teicneolaíochta muirí agus na bithéagsúlachta 
muirí. Soláthraíodh cláir oiliúna do mhic léinn ó shé 
Institiúid Ardoideachais, cibé acu trí mhodúil struchtúracha 
chreidiúnaithe shonracha nó trí chúrsaí ildisciplíneacha 
ilchineálacha a chomhordaigh Scoil Mhara SMART in 
Institiúid Teicneolaíochta na Gaillimhe-Maigh Eo.  

In 2014, foilsíodh dhá thuarascáil deiridh maidir le tionscadail 
agus cuireadh ar fáil iad ar Stór Rochtana Oscailte Fhoras 
na Mara. Soláthraíonn na tuarascálacha seo torthaí taighde 
tábhachtacha ar bhonn fianaise a chuideoidh le cinnteoireacht 
beartais a dhéanfar amach anseo maidir le dobharshaothrú 
sliogéisc maidir leis an tocsain sliogéisc Azaspiracids, mar 
aon le measúnú a dhéanamh ar chaighdeán an uisce in uiscí 
muirí na hÉireann. 
 
Rinneadh infheistíocht beagán faoi bhun €1 milliún i 
mbonneagar a fhorbróidh teicneolaíochtaí nua breathnaithe 
aigéin a oiriúnaíodh don fharraige san Atlantach, a éascóidh 
breathnú in-situ agus sonraí cianbhraite muirí agus a 

cheadóidh an cábla fomhuirí a shíneadh a sholáthróidh 
cumhacht agus nascacht sonraí do shuíomh tástála 
fuinneamh aigéin Chuan na Gaillimhe. 

Bhunaigh Foras na Mara Clár Comhaltachta Uí Chuilinn.  
Tá de chuspóir aige breis deiseanna forbartha a sholáthar 
don chéad ghlúin eile d’eolaithe agus de thaighdeoirí muirí 
ar leibhéal Máistreachta agus PhD. I ndiaidh gairm rathúil 
phíolótach in 2014, táthar ag súil leis go n-éireoidh an clár 
seo dea-bhunaithe agus go mbeidh ardmheas air sna blianta 
amach romhainn.

Cuireadh tús le Horizon 2020 in 2014 agus sholáthair an 
Oifig Taighde tacaíocht d’fhoireann Fhoras na Mara chun 
a dtograí a sheoladh ar aghaidh. Go dtí seo, bronnadh cúig 
thionscadal ar thaighdeoirí Fhoras na Mara faoi Horizon 
2020, agus bronnadh cúnamh deontais €2 milliún.  Is é an 
bronnadh is mó Gníomh Comhordaithe agus Tacaíochta 
Chomhghuaillíocht Taighde an Aigéin Atlantaigh (AORAC-
SA), atá in ainm is tacaíocht eolaíochta, theicniúil agus 
lóistíochtúil a sholáthar don Choimisiún Eorpach chun 
Comhoibriú Taighde Mhuirí Thrasatlantaigh a fhorbairt agus 
a chur i bhfeidhm idir an tAontas Eorpach, Stáit Aontaithe 
Mheiriceá agus Ceanada. Is ionann an cúnamh deontais a 
thugtar d’Fhoras na Mara agus €1.2 milliún do thionscadal 
AORAC-SA, ar a bhfuil luach foriomlán tionscadail €4.2 
milliún, a ndéanann an Coimisiún Eorpach €3.5 milliún de a 
chistiú.

Anuas air sin, sholáthair an Oifig Taighde tacaíocht do 
chomhghleacaithe Fhoras na Mara i ngach limistéar seirbhíse 
i rith 2014 i mbainistíocht/riarachán airgeadais tionscadail 
taighde atá faoi chistiú an AE.  Soláthraítear tacaíocht faoi 
láthair do 21 tionscadal (lena n-áirítear tionscadail nua 
Horizon 2020), ar a bhfuil luach os cionn €4.4 milliún i 
gcúnamh deontais d’Fhoras na Mara. 

Inrochtaineacht 
Chloígh an Foras go hiomlán le forálacha an Achta um 
Míchumas i rith 2014.

Múinteoirí bunscoile ar Thrá Grattan, Gaillimh i rith an 
Chláir Oiliúna Taiscéalaí do Mhúinteoirí i gcomhar le 
hUisceadán na Gaillimhe.

SEIRBHÍSÍ CORPARÁIDEACHA 

http://www.marine.ie
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Bhunaigh reacht i 1999 Oifig Forbartha Muirí 
na hÉireann (IMDO) agus tá siad freagrach as 
an ngeilleagar muirí a fhorbairt, lena n-áirítear 
loingseoireacht, calafoirt agus tráchtáil mhuirí.  
Ag tabhairt faoina sainchúram agus mar 
thacaíocht le beartas náisiúnta geilleagrach, bhí 
an IMDO gníomhach i gcaitheamh 2014 agus an 
méid a leanas á dhéanamh: 

•	 infheistíocht a spreagadh san earnáil mhuirí
•	 comhairle bheartais a chur ar fáil ar fhorbairt   
        ár bport agus ár mbonneagair   
        loingseoireachta 
•	 caighdeáin níos airde in oideachas muirí 
         a chur chun cinn 
•	 feasacht ghinearálta ar an earnáil a 	
        mhúscailt, i dtaobh deiseanna gairme 
        agus an méid a chuireann sí leis an 
        ngeilleagar náisiúnta  
•	 tabhairt faoi anailís gheilleagrach.

Tháinig an anailís gheilleagrach faoinar thug an 
IMDO sa bhliain atá faoi chaibidil, a raibh foilsiú 
an 12ú heagrán den Irish Maritime Transport 
Economist ina bhuaicphointe, ar fhianaise 
a thacaíonn le soirbhíochas méadaitheach i 
dtéarnamh gheilleagar na hÉireann.  Rinneadh 
cáipéis tagartha den fhoilseachán seo dóibh 
siúd go léir ar spéis leo forbairt na hearnála 
muirí.  Déanann sé monatóireacht ar ár 
gcalafoirt agus ár gcuideachtaí loingseoireachta 
agus nuair atá amhlaidh á dhéanamh, aithníonn 
sé a dtábhacht straitéiseach chun iomaíochas 
náisiúnta a chur chun cinn, borradh i dtrádáil 
agus cruthú fostaíochta a éascú, laistigh den 
earnáil mhuirí agus ar fud an gheilleagair níos 
fairsinge araon.  Braitheann an Irish Maritime 
Transport Economist go mór ar chomhoibriú 
na gcalafort agus an tionscail loingseoireachta 
chun bunachar sonraí fíorluachmhar a chruthú 
a dhéanann monatóireacht ar fheidhmíocht 
roimhe seo, agus níos tábhachtaí ná sin, a 
sholáthraíonn sonraí turgnamhacha a chuireann 
faisnéis ar fáil d’fhorbairt amach anseo.  Tá 
luach againn ar an gcaidreamh a mbainimid 
taitneamh as leis an tionscal agus táimid buíoch 
le gach páirtí leasmhar tionscail a thacaigh 

lenár n-obair chun anailís dhaingean, thráthúil 
agus chruinn a chruthú tríd an Irish Maritime 
Transport Economist.   

D’oibrigh an IMDO go dlúth le gníomhaireachtaí 
forbartha eile in 2014, san iarracht náisiúnta 
chun rathúnas geilleagrach na hÉireann a 
athshlánú.   Leanaimid ag comhoibriú leis na 
gníomhaireachtaí siúd, go háirithe trí Feidhm 
a bhaint as Saibhreas ár nAigéin – Plean 
Comhtháite Muirí d’Éirinn de chuid an Rialtais.  
Teastaíonn comhordú ó chur i bhfeidhm an 
phlean seo idir na gníomhaireachtaí forbartha, 
faoi mar a léiríonn an t-idirchaidreamh an-
táirgiúil ar bhain an IMDO taitneamh as leis 
an Údarás Forbartha Tionscail, Fiontraíocht 
Éireann, Fáilte Éireann agus Coláiste Náisiúnta 
Muirí na hÉireann.  Chuir an t-idirchaidreamh 
seo dul chun cinn san earnáil chun cinn agus 
táimid buíoch le comhghleacaithe laistigh 
den phobal forbartha as a n-olltacaíocht lenár 
n-iarrachtaí.  

Anuas air sin, ba mhian liom obair na foirne 
a aithint a d’fhreagair chomh dearfach sin 
don dúshlán spreagúil a bhain leis an tionscal 
muirí a fhorbairt.  I Lúnasa 2014, treisíodh an 
fhoireann tar éis gur ceapadh Rebecca Wardell 
mar Bhainisteoir Forbartha Gnó.  Tar éis gur 
ceapadh Rebecca, tá dul chun cinn agus díriú le 
sonrú san iomaí deis forbartha gnó atá ag teacht 
chun solais san earnáil de réir mar a leanann an 
geilleagar ag teacht as an tréimhse de chrapadh 
agus de réir mar a thugann sí faoi thodhchaí 
dhúshlánach de bhorradh agus d’fhás.    

Liam Lacey
Stiúrthóir: Oifig Forbartha Muirí na hÉireann
Anailís Gheilleagrach

Oifig Forbartha Muirí 
na hÉireann 

Ráiteas an Stiúrthóra
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Soláthraíonn an IMDO tráchtaireacht rialta gheilleagrach 
thar ceann earnáil mhuirí na hÉireann.  In 2014, eisíodh 
bullaitíní ráithiúla don mhargadh, anuas ar thuarascálacha 
saincheaptha a chuaigh i ngleic le limistéir spéise nó ábhair 
bhuartha don tionscal a bhí ag teacht chun solais.   

Thaispeáin ár n-anailís gur lean earnáil mhuirí na hÉireann 
ag dul i méid in 2014, agus rinne sí borradh gheilleagar na 
hÉireann a rianú go dlúth.  Tháinig méadú 2 faoin gcéad 
ar líon na mbád sna calafoirt i rith na tréimhse, faoi mar 
a tomhaiseadh ar an innéacs iShip, innéacs ilchodach a 
chuireann cúig shaghas tráchta le chéile i dtáscaire amháin 
de thréchur iomlán calafoirt.  Cé go léiríonn an beart seo 
gur aisghabh líonta iomlána na mbád sna poirt go dtí 914 
pointe ar an scála, tá siad fós 12 faoin gcéad faoi bhun 
an bhuaiclín b’airde 1,042 a baineadh amach in 2007. Dá 
ainneoin, thacaigh filleadh an bhorrtha san earnáil le muinín 
agus tá pleananna uaillmhianacha á gcur chun cinn ag 
calafoirt Éireannacha chun cur lena gcumas mar gheall ar an 
mborradh seo.  Ar aon dul le Beartas Náisiúnta na gCalafort, 
thacaigh an fhoireann leis na hiarrachtaí forbartha seo, inar 
thosaigh ár gcalafoirt Leibhéal 1 ag tabhairt faoin gcumas 
breise a sholáthar a theastóidh chun freastal ar riachtanais 
ár ngeilleagair mhéadaithigh. 

Ar leibhéal maicreacnamaíoch, bhí an borradh sa gheilleagar 
domhanda mall go leor – 2.6 faoin gcéad in 2014 agus b’ísle 
é ná mar a raibh súil leis.  Laistigh den AE, chuir caitheamh 
íseal intíre srian ar bhorradh, go háirithe sa Fhrainc agus 
san Iodáil.  D’eascair gur tháinig méadú 7.1 faoin gcéad 
agus 2.4 faoin gcéad, faoi seach, ar iompórtálacha agus 
easpórtálacha mar gheall ar fheidhmíocht sách láidir dhá 
cheann de phríomhchomhpháirtithe trádála na hÉireann 
– na Stáit Aontaithe agus an Ríocht Aontaithe.  Rinne 
laghduithe suntasacha a tháinig ar chostais bhreosla, 
go háirithe i dtreo dheireadh na bliana, agus costais 
chairtfhostú loinge nach bhfuil na leibhéil bainte amach arís 
acu go fóill chun toradh geilleagrach a sholáthar d’úinéirí, 
costais loingseoireachta agus iompair d’iompórtálaithe agus 
d’easpórtálaithe a laghdú,  

Trí mhonatóireacht a dhéanamh ar na treochtaí seo go 
náisiúnta agus go idirnáisiúnta, soláthraíonn an IMDO 

seirbhís luachmhar don tionscal agus bonn daingean 
geilleagrach ar a mbunaítear cinntí infheistíochta san earnáil 
mhuirí.   

Forbairt Gnó
Éilíonn sainordú an IMDO ar an tionscal a fhobairt trí 
chruthú post agus infheistíocht mhéadaithe san earnáil.   
Comhlíonann ár straitéis forbartha gnó an sainchúram seo 
agus téann sí i ngleic leis na deiseanna arb ann dóibh chun 
infheistíocht nua isteach a mhealladh, anuas ar thacú lenár 
mbonn reatha dúchasach muirí agus ár n-infheistíocht 
dhíreach eachtrach.    

Chun ár gclár forbartha gnó a chur chun cinn, caitheadh 
roinnt mhaith ama chun caidreamh níos fairsinge agus 
níos doimhne a chruthú leis an Údarás Forbartha Tionscail 
(IDA), agus deineadh cur i láthair dá bhfoireann seirbhísí 
airgeadais agus dá bhfoireann earnálacha éiritheacha 
agus bhí tuiscint níos soiléire faoi chumas forbartha na 
hearnála mar thoradh air seo.  I ndiaidh an chuir i láthair seo, 
rinneadh teagmháil le pearsanra an IDA sa tSín, sna Stáit 
Aontaithe, i Singeapór agus sa Ghearmáin, chun tionchar 
na misean forbartha gnó atá á phleanáil do na tíortha seo a 
uasmhéadú.  

Ar an gcuma chéanna, rinneadh obair lenár gcuid 
ambasáidí, go háirithe sa Ríocht Aontaithe, an Ghréig, 
an Ghearmáin agus i Singeapór, agus é ina chuspóir an 
caidreamh seo a fhairsingiú níos mó de réir mar a thosaímid 
ag teacht i dtír ar na deiseanna gnó atá sna réigiúin seo. 
Sa mhullach air sin, rinneadh rannpháirtíocht fhairsing le 
soláthraithe seirbhísí gairmiúla in Éirinn chun comhthuiscint 
a fhorbairt ar conas is fearr tionscal muirí na hÉireann 
a mhargú go hidirnáisiúnta.  Is féidir le comhairleoirí 
gairmiúla tionchar a imirt i bpróiseas déanta cinntí gnóthas 
a lorgaíonn chun lonnú in Éirinn agus bhí a dtoiliú chun 
oibriú go comhoibritheach sa dianiarracht seo an-spreagúil 
agus an-torthúil.   Tríd an gcaidreamh seo a fhorbairt, rinne 
an IMDO cur i láthair ag Comhlachas Dlí Mhuirí na hÉireann, 
os comhair lucht féachana 50 gairmí dlí, ar spéis leo go léir 
geilleagar muirí na hÉireann a fhorbairt. 

Agus é ina mhacasamhail de chuspóir, rinneadh 
idirchaidreamh fairsing le cuideachtaí poirt.  Cumasóirí de 
bhorradh geilleagrach iad calafoirt agus ní raibh a shárú 
ann maidir leis an tacaíocht a thug siad le huaillmhianta 
forbartha an IMDO.  Rinne an IMDO cur i láthair ag 
Comhdháil Bhliantúil Chomhlachas Calafort na hÉireann (ar 
a dtugtar anois Fóram Muirí na hÉireann).  Ba dhianiarracht 
chomhoibritheach a bhí san imeacht seo idir Comhlachas 
Calafort na hÉireann, Institiúid na Máistir-Mhairnéalach, 
Calafort Chorcaí, Institiúid na mBróicéirí Muiriompair Cairte, 
agus Cumann Tráchtála Loingseoireachta na hÉireann.  
Sholáthair an chomhdháil deis chun idirchaidreamh a 
dhéanamh leis an tionscal calafort, chun tacú le agus 
chun plé a dhéanamh ar an mBeartas Náisiúnta Calafort 
agus chun forbairt agus infheistíocht gnó san earnáil a 
spreagadh.

Le cuideachtaí loingseoireachta iasachta a spreagadh chun 
lonnú in Éirinn, coimisiúnaíodh agus seoladh Tuarascáil ar 
Cháin Tonnáiste, a d’ullmhaigh PwC, i Meán Fómhair 2014. 
Príomhghné dhíola dár dtionscal muirí is ea córas fabhrach 

Tháinig méadú naoi faoin gcéad ar mhéideanna na gcoimeádán 
Éireannach a bhí á seoladh faoin tríú ráithe in 2014.

OIFIG FORBARTHA MUIRÍ NA HÉIREANN
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cáin tonnáiste na hÉireann.   Dheimhnigh an tuarascáil go raibh 
an córas oiriúnach don chuspóir agus gurbh fhearr é ar go leor 
bealaí ná na córais cháin tonnáiste atá á n-oibriú i ndlínsí eile. 

Tá baint dhlúth ag an IMDO i gcónaí le tionscadal Ionad 
Seirbhísí Loingseoireachta na hÉireann, a lorgaíonn chun 
Éire a bhunú mar mhol idirnáisiúnta loingseoireachta.  
Eascróidh cruthú poist ardchaighdeáin as an ionad in Éirinn 
agus déanfaidh siad infheistíocht sa tionscal muirí a chatalú.  
D’aithin an Tascfhórsa Forbartha cumas an tionscadail faoin 
tionscnamh Feidhm a Bhaint as ár Saibhreas Aigéin – Plean 
Comhtháite Muirí d’Éirinn.   

Tacaíocht agus Forbairt Beartais
Cuireann an IMDO tacaíocht agus comhairle bheartais ar fáil 
don Aire Iompair, Turasóireachta agus Spóirt. Is éard atá sna 
freagrachtaí seo ná cruinnithe rialta faisnéise, idirchaidreamh a 
éascú idir an tionscal agus an Roinn, mar aon le tuarascálacha 
a chur i dtoll a chéile ar shaincheisteanna sonracha a thagann 
chun solais ó thráth go chéile.  

Ghlac an IMDO páirt sa Sainghrúpa a chuir Staidéar ar 
Riachtanais Scileanna Reatha agus Amach Anseo an 
Gheilleagair Mhara / Mhuirí a fhad le 2020 (‘A Study of 
the Current and Future Skills Requirements of the Marine / 
Maritime Economy to 2020’) i dtoll a chéile. Bhí an tionscadal 
faoi stiúir oifigeach ón Roinn Post, Fiontair agus Nuálaíochta 
agus soláthraíonn sé treoir agus moltaí soiléire ar conas a 
chomhlíonfar riachtanais scileanna an tionscail amach anseo.
  
Thacaigh an IMDO le forbairt Chalaphoirt na hÉireann ar 
bhealach atá comhsheasmhach leis an mBeartas Náisiúnta 
maidir le Calafoirt agus chuir siad a dtuairimí in iúl ar fhorbairt 
calafoirt ag éisteacht phleanála ó bhéal de chuid an Bhoird 
Phleanála agus ag imeachtaí agus ag comhdhálacha tionscail.

Cheap an IMDO comhalta taighde, faoi Scéim Comhaltachta 
Cullen Fhoras na Mara chun tabhairt faoi thaighde a lorg an 
Roinn Iompair, Turasóireachta agus Spóirt agus an tÚdarás 
Iomaíochta, agus iad ag dul i ngleic leis an ngá atá le taighde i 
limistéar méadracht feidhmíocht calafoirt, faoi mar a dtugtar 
cuntas air sa Bheartas Náisiúnta maidir le Calafoirt.  Mairfidh 
an tionscadal taighde trí bliana agus imreoidh sé tionchar ar 
bheartas i limistéar cumas calafoirt amach anseo.

Ina theannta sin, cuirfidh an IMDO, ar gríosú na Roinne Iompair, 
Turasóireachta agus Spóirt, tús le clár oiliúna a fhorbairt do 
stiúrthóirí calafoirt.  Tá sé beartaithe go mbeidh na cúrsaí seo 
ar siúl gach trí mhí agus go mbeidh siad ar fáil do stiúrthóirí 
nua agus reatha i gcalafoirt stáit agus do sheirbhísigh phoiblí a 
bhfuil baint acu i rialachas corparáideach na gcuideachtaí siúd.

Cuireann an IMDO forbairt agus cur i bhfeidhm bheartas an 
AE chun cinn trí sheirbhís idirchaidrimh a sholáthar idir an 
tionscal agus cláir chistithe Eorpacha, ar nós Horizon 2020 
(Waterborne), chlár Ten-T, agus chlár Interreg.

Oideachas agus For-Rochtain
Áirítear le sainchúram an IMDO dualgas chun tacú le 
hoideachas laistigh den earnáil mhuirí agus chun feasacht 
a mhéadú ar shaincheisteanna muirí.  Chun tabhairt faoin 
gcuspóir seo a bhaint amach, déanann an IMDO an méid a 
leanas: 

•	 Tá suíochán áitithe acu ar bhord comhairleach 
Choláiste Náisiúnta Muirí na hÉireann

•	 Déanann siad clár na Scéime Cúnaimh Oideachais 
do Mharaithe na hÉireann (ISEAS) a bhainistiú, a 
thacaíonn le hoiliúint a chur ar dhaltaí ó Choláiste 
Náisiúnta Muirí na hÉireann  In 2014, íocadh os cionn 
€200,000 amach faoin scéim seo 

•	 Ghlac siad páirt sa ‘Sainghrúpa ar Riachtanais 
Scileanna Amach Anseo’ a chomhordaigh an Roinn 
Post, Fiontair agus Nuálaíochta

•	 Déanann siad an clár for-rochtana “Lean an 
Cabhlach” (“Follow the Fleet”) a reáchtáil chun 
daltaí bunscoile a spreagadh bheith páirteach 
i saincheisteanna muirí trí ghluaiseacht árthaí 
rannpháirteacha a leanúint trí uiscí na hÉireann agus 
idirnáisiúnta.  D’úsáid os cionn 800 scoil an clár seo 
in 2014 agus ghlac os cionn 25,000 dalta bunscoile 
páirt ann

•	 Leanann siad ag tacú le gníomhaíochtaí Institiúid 
na mBróicéirí Muiriompair Cairte agus na 
gníomhaíochtaí siúd a chur chun cinn, a dhéanann 
oiliúint a chur ar ghairmithe a chuirfidh dul chun cinn 
sa tionscal muirí amach anseo chun cinn. 

Tá clár breise oibre á ullmhú a mhéadóidh feasacht i measc 
dhaltaí na hidirbhliana ar an réimse an-fhairsing gairmeacha 
atá ar fáil san earnáil mhuirí, idir máistir-mhairnéalach agus 
dlíodóir muirí.  Anuas air sin, déanfaidh Coláiste Náisiúnta Muirí 
na hÉireann an clár seo a chur chun cinn.

Trí pháirt a ghlacadh i dtionscnaimh ar nós iad siúd a liostaítear 
thuas, spreagann an IMDO athrú dearfach agus comhlíonann 
siad a sainchúram chun tacú le forbairt thionscal muirí na 
hÉireann. I gcaitheamh 2014, leag an IMDO béim ar leith ar 
thionscnaimh agus beartais a chuireann an cumas ar fáil 
d’athnuachan gheilleagrach agus do chruthú post.  Agus a 
ndearcthaí á gcruthú acu, rinne an IMDO idirchaidreamh leis an 
tionscal, grúpaí ionadaíocha agus comhairleoirí gairmiúla, agus 
ghlac siad páirt i mbreis agus 300 cruinniú forbartha gnó agus 
rinne siad cur i láthair breis agus 50 uair do ghrúpaí tionscail.  

Trína ngréasán Eorpach de theagmhálaithe tionscail, 
ionadaithe buana de ghníomhaireachtaí Éireannacha sa 
Bhruiséil san áireamh, coimeádtar an IMDO ar an eolas 
ar fhorbairtí suntasacha a dhéantar ar leibhéal an AE.  Ar 
leibhéal domhanda, rianaíonn an IMDO forbairtí tionscail trí 
theagmháil dhíreach leis an bpobal loingseoireachta agus 
calafort, idirchaidreamh le grúpaí ionadaíocha agus trí fhreastal 
ar chomhdhálacha idirnáisiúnta, agus d’fhreastail siad ar ocht 
gcomhdháil náisiúnta agus idirnáisiúnta sa bhliain atá faoi 
chaibidil.

In 2014, chuir an IMDO leasanna thionscal muirí na hÉireann 
chun cinn trí pháirt a ghlacadh go hiomlán i bhforbairt agus i 
gcur i bhfeidhm beartais.   Tá ról tábhachtach le comhlíonadh 
ag an IMDO i bhforbairt na hearnála amach anseo, go háirithe 
ag an tráth tábhachtach seo ina dteacht chun cinn, nuair a 
aithníodh tearcfheidhmíocht an tionscail agus ina léirítear a 
chumas féideartha amach anseo i dtionscnamh uaillmhianach 
Rialtais (Feidhm a Bhaint as Saibhreas ár nAigéin – Plean 
Comhtháite Muirí d’Éirinn) ar féidir leis an méid a chuireann an 
tionscal leis an ngeilleagar náisiúnta a chlaochlú.  
Díríonn obair na Seirbhísí Muirthimpeallachta agus 
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SEIRBHÍSÍ MUIRTHIMPEALLACHTA AGUS SÁBHÁILTEACHTA BIA 

Sábháilteachta Bia (MEFS) ar chosaint tomhaltóirí 
a chinntiú trí sheirbhísí monatóireachta agus 
tástála sábháilteachta bia mara; seirbhísí 
monatóireachta a sholáthar ag tacú le reachtaíocht 
agus le dualgais mhuirthimpeallachta; mar aon 
le seirbhísí comhairleacha a sholáthar ag tacú 
le forbairt inbhuanaithe agus le bainistíocht 
na muirthimpeallachta.  Déantar an obair sin a 
sholáthar trí thrí phríomhfheidhm, lena n-áirítear: 
Monatóireacht, comhairle agus tacaíocht theicniúil, 
agus taighde.

Í measc na gclár monatóireachta ar leanadh dóibh 
in 2014, bhí iad seo a leanas:
•	 Clár náisiúnta monatóireachta bitocsaine
•	 Clár náisiúnta maidir le rialú iarmhair (gné 

bia mara)
•	 Iniúchtaí agus monatóireacht ar 

ghluaiseachtaí stoc éisc agus sliogéisc, mar 
a cheanglaítear faoi Threoir an AE maidir le 
Sláinte Éisc

•	 Clár náisiúnta monatóireachta na míolta éisc
•	 Clár monatóireachta na Creat-Treorach 

Uisce (gnéithe maidir le huiscí 
idirthréimhseacha agus cósta).

Mar thacaíocht do na cláir seo, is é Foras na Mara 
an saotharlann náisiúnta tagartha le haghaidh galar 
a bhíonn ar shliogéisc, éisc eite agus ar chrústaigh; 
bitocsainí sliogéisc; éilleáin mhicribhitheolaíochta i 
measc sliogéisc agus substaintí áirithe ceimiceacha i 
dtáirgí dobharshaothraithe.

In 2014, bronnadh deimhniú ISO 9001 ar ár n-oifig 
den Údarás Inniúil um Shláinte Éisc agus rinneadh 
ár gcóras cáilíochta creidiúnaithe saotharlainne (ISO 
17025) de chuid Bhord Náisiúnta na hÉireann um 
Chreidiúnú (INAB), atá mar thaca le seachadadh 
ár seirbhísí saotharlainne comhshaoil agus 
sábháilteachta bia, a bhreisfhairsingiú; go 43 modh 
tástála creidiúnaithe aníos ó 40 modh tástála.

Thacaigh seirbhísí comhairleacha agus teicniúla a 
soláthraíodh in 2014 leis an méid a leanas:
•	 Ceadúnú dobharshaothraithe ag an Roinn 

Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara.  
•	 Measúnuithe Iomchuí ar ghníomhaíocht 

iascaigh agus dobharshaothraithe i Limistéir 
faoi Chaomhnú Speisialta agus i Limistéir 
faoi Chosaint Speisialta. 

•	 Bainistiú Bánna Singile Dobharshaothraithe.

•	 Soláthar spriocanna tábhachtacha de 
Chreat-Treoir na Straitéise Mara (MSFD) 
don Roinn Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais 
Áitiúil.

•	 Cinntí maidir le léasú/ceadúnú urthrá ag 
an Roinn Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais 
Áitiúil.

•	 Comhairle a chur ar an nGníomhaireacht um 
Chaomhnú Comhshaoil maidir le dumpáil ar 
farraige.

•	 An Plean Forbartha Fuinnimh In-Athnuaite 
san Fharraige Amuigh a chur i bhfeidhm.

Bhí ról lárnach ag rannpháirtíocht i gcláir/i 
dtionscadail taighde a thacaíonn lenár bpríomhróil 
mhonatóireachta agus chomhairleacha maidir leis 
an gcomhshaol agus sábháilteacht an bhia mara 
inár gclár oibre 2014.  Gné shuntais ar leith ba é an 
rath a bhí orainn i gclár taighde iomaíoch na Roinne 
Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara, inar bhaineamar an 
rath amach i gceannaireacht agus i gcomhpháirtíocht 
i dtrí thionscadal a raibh cúnamh deontais iomlán 
€1.23 milliún i gceist leo.  Soláthróidh an obair seo, a 
rachaidh i ngleic le saincheisteanna don tionscail oisrí 
agus feamainne, beagán de bhreis ar €0.8 milliún do 
Sheirbhísí Muirthimpeallachta agus Sábháilteachta 
Bia chun triúr taighdeoirí a fhostú ar feadh trí bliana. 

Thugamar faoin obair thuas go léir ar bhonn 
comhoibritheach i gcomhar le ranna agus 
gníomhaireachtaí Rialtais – an Roinn Talmhaíochta, 
Bia agus Mara; an Roinn Comhshaoil, Pobail agus 
Rialtais Áitiúil; an Roinn Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus 
Gaeltachta; an Roinn Cumarsáide, Fuinnimh agus 
Acmhainní Nádúrtha; Údarás Sábháilteachta Bia 
na hÉireann; an tÚdarás um Chosaint Iascaigh 
Mhara; agus an Ghníomhaireacht um Chaomhnú 
Comhshaoil. Bíonn ról gníomhach againn i bhfóraim 
idirnáisiúnta chomh maith; e.g. an Chomhairle 
Idirnáisiúnta um Thaiscéalaíocht na Mara (ICES) agus 
Coinbhinsiún Osló agus Pháras 1992 (OSPAR).

Aengus Parsons
Stiúrthóir: Seirbhísí Muirthimpeallachta agus 
Sábháilteachta Bia

Seirbhísí Muirthimpeallachta 
agus Sábháilteachta Bia 
Ráiteas an Stiúrthóra

SEIRBHÍSÍ MUIRTHIMPEALLACHTA AGUS SÁBHÁILTEACHTA BIA
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Monatóireacht

Sábháilteacht Sliogéisc
Déantar monatóireacht ar bhitocsainí ó nádúr mar chuid 
de na rialuithe náisiúnta oifigiúla ar bhia mara.  Tugaimid 
faoi seo i gcomhoibriú leis an Údarás um Chosaint Iascaigh 
Mhara agus le hÚdarás Sábháilteachta Bia na hÉireann.  
In 2014, mar gheall ar shraith d’imeachtaí fairsinge agus 
fadtréimhseacha bitocsaine, dúnadh go leor limistéir 
tháirgthe sliogéisc ó thráth luath sa samhradh a fhad le 
deireadh na bliana; go háirithe sna ceantair thiar theas ina 
bhfástar na diúilicíní ar théad. Tugadh faoi mhonatóireacht 
ar na tocsainí seo agus anailís ar cheimic bhitocsaine 
den chéad scoth á húsáid. Thacaigh monatóireacht ar 
fhíteaplanctón, measúnachtaí bitheolaíocha móilíneacha 
agus imdhíon-mheasúnachtaí leis seo chun láithreacht 
na tocsaine agus na n-orgánach cúiseach araon a bhrath. 
Rinneadh anailís ar thart ar 3,140 sampla de shliogéisc in 
2014, agus bhain 520 díobh seo toradh dearfach amach i 
dtaobh ábhar tocsaine a bhí os cionn na leibhéal rialála.

Cé gurb imeachtaí nádúrtha iad imeachtaí biotocsaine, agus 
gur tugadh dúnadh fadálach faoi deara roimhe seo, imríodh 
tionchar an-suntasach ar an tionscal in 2014. Soláthraíodh 
tacaíocht leanúnach agus monatóireacht sceidealaithe agus 
bhreise chun na leibhéal tocsaineachta a thomhas i ngach 
sampla a seoladh ar aghaidh agus chun comhairle a eisiúint, 
mar aon leis an Údarás um Chosaint Iascaigh Mhara, ar 
athoscailt na limistéar a luaithe a bhí sé sábháilte amhlaidh 
a dhéanamh.

Tugadh sampláil éigeantach fíteaplanctóin isteach i ngach 
limistéar táirgthe sliogéisc in 2014.  Bronnadh stádas dúnta 
ar limistéir ar theip orthu samplaí a sheoladh ar aghaidh.   
D’eascair feabhsú suntasach as seo ar chomhlíonadh agus 
méadú iarmharach ar líonta na samplaí ar a ndearnadh 
anailísiú. Dá thoradh, baineadh bainistíocht fheabhsaithe 
riosca ar mhinicíocht samplála tocsaine agus réamhaisnéis 
fheabhsaithe ar imeachtaí tocsaineacha.   As 3,400 
sampla d’fhíteaplanctón a seoladh ar aghaidh, bhí speiceas 
tocsaineach fíteaplanctóin ann in 277 díobh; a thug 
fadhbanna féideartha le fios agus ar theastaigh comhairle 
leantach nó breis samplála uathu.  

Ag eascairt ó thionscadal a bhí cistithe ag an gCoimisiún 
Eorpach (ASIMUTH) a críochnaíodh in 2013, corpraíodh 
tuarascáil sheachtainiúil achomair ina dtugtar achoimre ar 
mhinicíocht thocsaineach agus blás díobhálach algach, mar 
aon le réamhaisnéis ghearrthéarmach ar dhóchúlacht na 
n-athruithe ar an stádas isteach sna táirgí comhairleacha atá 
ar fáil ar ár láithreán gréasáin. Cuimsítear sa tuarascáil seo 
sonraí monatóireachta, faisnéis satailíte agus mhúnlaithe 
agus bhí an-ghlacadh léi i measc na n-údarás rialála agus 
pháirtithe leasmhara an tionscail dobharshaothraithe araon. 

Rinneadh monatóireacht mhíosúil ar leibhéil E.coli i 
measc sliogéisc i ngach limistéar táirgthe agus tugadh 
faoin athbhreithniú bliantúil ar na sonraí leis an Údarás 
um Chosaint Iascaigh Mhara chun aicmiú cuí a shannadh 
ar gach limistéar. Anuas air sin, rinneadh tástáil ar 
sprioclimistéir i dtaobh láithreacht Noraivíris chun faisnéis 
a bhailiú ar an láithreacht agus ar an riosca a bhaineann leis 
an bpataigin i measc shliogéisc na hÉireann. 

Monatóireacht ar Iarmhar agus ar Éilleáin
Thug an fhoireann cheimice faoi ghné dhobharshaothraithe 
Chlár Monatóireachta Iarmhair Náisiúnta 2014 le 
comhlíonadh reachtaíocht an Choimisiúin Eorpaigh a 
chinntiú agus lena chinntiú go bhfuil éisc ar a ndéantar 
feirmeoireacht oiriúnach le hithe. Tabharfar tuairisc ar 
thorthaí thástáil 2014 in 2015. Foilsíodh torthaí 2013, i 
dtaobh os cionn 651 tástáil agus 1,494 tomhas, in 2014 
agus léiríonn siad comhlíonadh iomlán caighdeán Eorpach. 
Ina theannta sin, tugadh faoi mhonatóireacht ar éilleáin 
chomhshaoil i measc sliogéisc agus éisc fhiáine thar ceann 
Údarás Sábháilteachta Bia na hÉireann agus an Údaráis um 
Chosaint Iascaigh Mhara.

Monatóireacht ar Fheirmeacha Iasc Eite
Thug Clár Náisiúnta Monatóireachta na Míolta Éisc faoi 
242 cigireacht, ar an iomlán, ar mhíolta éisc ar 23 láithreán 
tógála salmainide (bradán an Atlantaigh agus breac dea-
dhathach) a bhí gníomhach le linn 2014. Bhí os cionn 84 
faoin gcéad de na samplaí de bhradáin Atlantacha agus 90 
faoin gcéad de na samplaí de bhric dhea-dhathacha faoi 
bhun na Leibhéal Truicear Cóireála faoi mar a dtugtar cuntas 
orthu i bPrótacal Monatóireachta Uimhir 3 d’Fheirmeacha 
Iasc Eite san Fharraige Amuigh – Monatóireacht agus Rialú 
Míolta Éisc (an Roinn Mara agus Acmhainní Nádúrtha, 
2000). As 125 cigireacht faoinar tugadh ar ghealóga 
bradáin, bhí 94 faoin gcéad díobh faoi bhun an Leibhéil 
Truicir Cóireála.   As na 105 cigireacht faoin ar tugadh 
ar bhradáin gheimhridh farraige amháin, bhí 71 faoin 
gcéad díobh faoi bhun an Leibhéil Truicir Cóireála. Ní 
dhearnadh aon bhradáin gheimhridh dhá fharraige a stocáil 
in 2014. Scaipeadh tuarascálacha míosúla ar na torthaí 
monatóireachta ar pháirtithe ar spéis leo agus foilseofar 
sonraí uile 2014 i dtuarascáil bhliantúil (O’Donohoe et al., 
2015).

Sláinte Éisc
In 2014, rinneadh tástáil pataigine ar os cionn 2,500 iasc 
eite – bradáin an Atlantaigh go príomha, ach bhí breac 
dea-dhathach, ballach agus iasc garbh ina measc freisin.  
Rinneadh seo faoi chláir faireachais sláinte i ndiaidh 
gur seoladh samplaí diagnóiseacha ar aghaidh chuig an 
tsaotharlann, nó de thoradh trialacha scagtha ar tugadh 
fúthu ar son thionscal an dobharshaothraithe.  Tá Éire 
fós saor ó ghalair liostaithe na n-iasc eite.  Rinneadh 
tástáil i gcomhair pataigine ar os cionn 1,800 sampla de 
shliogéisc. Cuid mhór den tástáil in 2014 a bhí i scagtástáil 
a dhéanamh ar oisrí an Aigéin Chiúin i dtaobh láithreacht 
an víris heirpéis (OsHV-1 µvar) agus na pataigine baictéaraí 
Vibrio aestuarianus. Braitheadh an dá phataigin i dtaobh 
ráta básmhaireachta i roinnt limistéir táirgthe oisrí.  
Meastar go bhfuil an tír ar fad, cé is moite d’ocht gcuan, 
saor ó Bonamia ostreae, agus tá an tír ar fad fós saor ó 
Marteilia refringens. Cuireann an tAonad Sláinte Éisc leis 
an Tuarascáil Faireachais Ghalar Ainmhithe uile-oileáin, 
comhfhoilseachán a dhéanann saotharlanna tréidliachta 
stáit sa dá dhlínse.

Monatóireacht Comhshaoil
Cuireadh clár forleathan monatóireachta comhshaoil i 
bhfeidhm thar ceann na Gníomhaireachta um Chaomhnú 
Comhshaoil agus na Roinne Comhshaoil, Pobail agus 
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Rialtais Áitiúil in uiscí idirchriosacha agus cósta maidir le 
paraiméadair fhisiciceimiceacha, substaintí tosaíocht agus 
truailleáin eile, fíteaplanctón agus fána beantach; chun 
ceanglais na Creat-Treorach Uisce agus na Threoir na nUiscí 
Sliogéisc a chomhlíonadh. 

Thug an fhoireann faoi shuirbhé comhshaoil geimhridh in 
Eanáir 2014, ar bord an RV Celtic Voyager, ag tógáil samplaí 
ag 284 stáisiún as Muir Éireann, agus ar chóstaí an tuaiscirt 
agus an iarthair le cothaithigh, carbón agus paraiméadar eile 
cháilíocht an uisce a thástáil.  Bailíodh samplaí freisin chun 
anailís a dhéanamh ar an bhfána beantach. 

Comhairle agus Tacaíocht Theicniúil
I rith 2014, sholáthair seirbhísí Muirthimpeallachta 
agus Sábháilteachta Bia comhairle don Roinn 
Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara a thacaigh le ceadúnú 
dobharshaothraithe, lenar áiríodh:
•	 Sé mheasúnú oiriúnacha arna gcríochnú i dtaobh 

Limistéir mhara faoi Chaomhnú Speisialta agus 
Limistéir mhara faoi Chosaint Speisialta, lena 
n-áirítear an méid a leanas:  Calafort Dhún Garbhán, 
Cuan Mó, Calafort Dhairbhre/Góilín Dhairbhre, Cuan 
na Gaillimhe, an Ribhéar agus Bá Bhaile Choitín.   
Chabhraigh seo le dul chun cinn a dhéanamh ar thart 
ar 280 cinneadh ceadúnaithe. 

•	 Scagadh um Measúnú Tionchair Timpeallachta le 
haghaidh iarratas ar cheadúnais neamhshalmainide 
agus scagadh measúnuithe cuí le haghaidh iarratas 
ar cheadúnas i suíomhanna neamh-Natura.

•	 Comhairle ar 20 ceadúnas dobharshaothraithe i 
suíomhanna neamh-Natura.

Cuireadh an próiseas maidir le Bainistiú Bánna Singile i 
gcrích i ngach cuan feirmeoireachta iasc eite atá gníomhach 
in 2014. Tugadh cáipéisí Bainistithe Bánna Singile, 
pleananna gníomhacha branair san áireamh, cothrom le 
dáta i ndáil le gach oibreoir dobharshaothraithe éisc eite 
go léir feadh an chósta. Dearadh an próiseas SBM chun 
fearachas éisc a chomhordú ionas go gcloítear leis an 
dea-chleachtas agus go mbíonn córais stocála, bhranair 
agus chóireála ar fheirmeacha aonair comhoiriúnach do 

na socraithe ar fheirmeacha comharsanachta. Cruthaíodh 
gur bealach an-éifeachtach é chun éifeachtúlacht rialaithe 
míolta farraige a fheabhsú agus an méid galar a bhíonn ar na 
stoic a laghdú. Tá pleananna Bainistithe Bánna Singile faoi 
réir athbhreithniú i ngach timthriall táirgthe.

Thug an fhoireann um Shábháilteacht Sliogéisc comhairle 
don Údarás um Chosaint Iascaigh Mhara agus d’Údarás 
Sábháilteachta Bia na hÉireann maidir le rialuithe 
leanúnacha oifigiúla faoi na cláir mhonatóireachta 
le haghaidh bitocsainí sliogéisc agus aicmiú 
micribhitheolaíoch. 

Le linn 2014, chabhraigh an fhoireann leis an údarás inniúil 
le linn misean aimsithe fíricí dobharshaothraithe a rinne 
Oifig Bia agus Tréidliachta an Choimisiúin Eorpaigh.

Sholáthair an fhoireann ionchuir eolaíochta agus 
theicniúla isteach i bhfoirmliú an dréachtchláir náisiúnta 
mhonatóireachta ina dhiaidh sin a theastaigh faoin Treoir 
i rith 2014, tar éis gur cuireadh Measúnú Tosaigh na 
hÉireann faoi Chreat-Treoir na Straitéise Mara faoi bhráid 
an Choimisiúin Eorpaigh in 2013.  Tá an obair sin á bainistiú 
ag Foras na Mara thar ceann na Roinne Coimhshaoil, Pobail 
agus Rialtais Áitiúil, an t-údarás inniúil chun an Treoir a 
chur i bhfeidhm.  Ghlac ár n-eolaithe páirt, chomh maith, 
in go leor gnéithe d’obair Choinbhinsiún OSPAR maidir le 
Cosaint an Atlantaigh Thoir Thuaidh, ar príomhardán é chun 
Creat-Treoir na Straitéise Mara a sholáthar go réigiúnach.

Áirítear iad seo a leanas leis na réimsí eile inar thugamar 
comhairle le linn 2014:
•	 Diúscairt cartadh dreideála ar muir – trí pháirt a 

ghlacadh i gCoiste Comhairleach na Gníomhaireachta 
um Chaomhnú Comhshaoil maidir le Dumpáil ar Muir

•	 Iarratais ar léasanna/cheadúnais urthrá – trí pháirt a 
ghlacadh i gCoiste Grinnfhiosrúcháin na gCeadúnas 
Mara (MLVC) de chuid na Roinne Comhshaoil, Pobail 
agus Rialtais Áitiúil 

•	 Gnéithe comhshaoil áirithe de thaiscéalaíocht 
agus táirgeadh hidreacarbóin amach ón gcósta 
– comhairle a chur ar an Roinn Cumarsáide, 

Baineann ríthábhacht le clár monatóireachta Fíteaplanctóin Fhoras na 
Mara chun monatóireacht a dhéanamh ar speicis dhíobhálacha agus 
chun cáilíocht an uisce a bhainistiú.

Tugadh laghdú faoi deara ar an líon teagmhais 
thocsaineacha ó tugadh sampláil éigeantach fíteaplanctóin 
isteach i ngach limistéar táirgthe sliogéisc in 2014.

SEIRBHÍSÍ MUIRTHIMPEALLACHTA AGUS SÁBHÁILTEACHTA BIA 
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Fuinnimh agus Acmhainní Nádúrtha agus ar an 
nGníomhaireacht um Chaomhnú Comhshaoil

•	 Tacaíocht agus comhairle a sholáthar don Roinn 
Cumarsáide, Fuinnimh agus Acmhainní Nádúrtha 
ar chur i bhfeidhm an Phlean Forbartha Fuinnimh 
In-Athnuaite Amach ón gCósta agus Measúnú 
Straitéiseach Comhshaoil a dhéanamh ar an earnáil 
ola agus gháis.

An tÚdarás Inniúil maidir le Sláinte Éisc
Sa bhreis ar na seirbhísí saotharlainne um shláinte éisc a 
sholáthraítear, is é an tAonad um Shláinte Éisc ag Foras na 
Mara an tÚdarás Inniúil maidir leis an Treoir um Shláinte 
Éisc (Treoir ón gComhairle 2006/88/CE) a chur i bhfeidhm. 
Is í rannóg an Údaráis Inniúil a stiúrann obair na gCigirí 
Tréidliachta ón Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara a 
oibríonn i réimse an dobharshaothraithe. In 2014, cuireadh 
248 cigireacht i gcrích de réir na reachtaíochta; údaraíodh 
1,685 gluaiseacht (iompórtálacha, easpórtálacha agus 
gluaiseachtaí inmheánacha) i leith ainmhithe uisceacha beo; 
agus eisíodh 14 Údarú Sláinte Éisc, rud a fhágann go bhfuil 
462 gnólacht táirgthe dobharshaothraithe údaraithe sa tír 
faoi láthair.  

I rith 2014, bronnadh deimhniú ISO 9001 ar oifig an Údaráis 
Inniúil dá gcóras bainistíochta cáilíochta, a chinntigh 
ardchaighdeán leantach de sholáthar seirbhíse.

Taighde
Lean ár bhfoireann dá rannpháirtíocht i gcláir taighde 
arna gcistiú ag an Eoraip agus go náisiúnta, agus rinne 
siad taighde feidhmeach mar thaca le seachadadh ár gclár 
monatóireachta agus ár seirbhísí comhairleacha.   Í measc 
roinnt buaicphointí a bhí i gceist in 2014, tá an méid a leanas:

•	 Bronnadh beagán de bhreis ar €0.8 milliún ar 
thaighdeoirí an MEFSS chun trí thionscadal taighde 
a stiúradh/bheith mar chomhpháirtí leo trí chlár 
taighde iomaíoch an DAFM:

•	 Arsanaic i bhFeamainn agus Impleachtaí le 
haghaidh Úsáidí Tráchtála (AsMARA) – Déanfaidh 
an tionscadal seo staidéar ar na tosca comhshaoil 
a imríonn tionchar ar thiúchan arsanaice ó nádúr i 
speiceas feamainne lena mbaineann ábharthacht 
tráchtála agus tionchar na próiseála agus na stórála 
ar speiceasú a fhiosrú.  Tacóidh an fhaisnéis seo leis 

an tionscal chun straitéisí a fhorbairt chun tiúchan 
arsanaice a íoslaghdú i dtáirgí agus cabhrú leis an 
lucht déanta beartais i mbainistíocht riosca agus 
chun rialáil phraiticiúil a fhorbairt le haghaidh cosaint 
tomhaltóirí.  

•	 Pataigin agus Galar i dTionscal Oisrí na hÉireann – 
Fiosróidh taighdeoirí an phataigin atá i láthair (víreas 
heirpéis oisrí OsHV-I μVar agus Vibrio aesturianus) 
agus na tosca comhshaoil a chuireann le himeachtaí 
básmhaireachta i measc Oisrí an Aigéin Chiúin, 
chun measúnú a dhéanamh ar mhodhanna rialaithe 
(e.g. ábhair fhrithvíreasacha) agus straitéisí chun 
imeachtaí a fheabhsú agus chun caillteanais a laghdú. 

•	 Creatlach Mheasúnaithe Riosca le haghaidh 
Noraivíris (NoV) i Limistéir Tháirgthe Oisrí 
Éireannacha – Forbróidh an tionscadal seo 
samhail mheasúnaithe riosca chun meastachán a 
dhéanamh ar an riosca i leith galar a bhaineann le 
NoV (a bhfuil éilliú camrais ina chúis leis) i ndiaidh 
oisrí a ithe – a chuireann ar chumas bainisteoirí 
riosca bearta rialaithe a thabhairt isteach bunaithe 
ar theorainneacha inghlactha le haghaidh NoV in 
oisrí agus a chuirfidh ar chumas táirgeoirí chun 
measúnú a dhéanamh ar thionchar roghanna 
féideartha cóireála chun spriocdhíriú a dhéanamh 
ar idirghabháil bainistíochta riosca ar bhealach atá 
éifeachtúil i dtaobh costais de.

•	 D’eascair gur forbraíodh measúnacht nua 
dhiagnóiseach atá bunaithe ar mhóilíní chun an 
aiméibe mhuirí a bhrath a bhíonn ina cúis le galar 
aiméibeach geolbhaigh as Comhaltacht Taighde 
ar ghalar geolbhaigh i measc bradán ar a ndéantar 
feirmeoireacht.  Bhí an galar seo ina chúis le 
saincheisteanna d’fheirmeacha bradán le roinnt 
blianta anuas. Beidh sé de chuspóir ag breis staidéar 
a úsáideann sampláil neamh-mharfach chun prótacal 
a shainiú chun luathrabhadh a thabhairt i leith 
ionfhabhtú aiméibe, agus cuirfidh seo ar chumas 
na bhfeirmeacha chun bearta bainistíochta a chur i 
bhfeidhm sula dtosaíonn an galar dá bharr.

•	 Tionchar Bitheolaíoch agus Tomhais Cheimiceán 
in Uiscí Mara na hÉireann – Foilsíodh tuarascáil 
deiridh an tionscail seo a bhain triail phíolótach as 
comhthionchar agus measúnú cheimiceach agus 
chuir na haschuir le modheolaíocht  Chreat-Treoir na 
Straitéise Mara a fhorbairt.
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SEIRBHÍSÍ COMHAIRLEACHA UM ÉICEACHÓRAIS IASCAIGH 

Is é príomhchuspóir Sheirbhísí Comhairleacha 
um Éiceachórais Iascaigh chun comhairle 
eolaíochta a sholáthar don Roinn Talmhaíochta, 
Bia agus Mara i gcur i bhfeidhm an 
Chomhbheartais Iascaigh agus treoracha 
comhshaoil eile (e.g. NATURA 2000, Creat-
Treoir na Straitéise Mara).  

Bhí tromlach ár n-oibre in 2014 dírithe ar 
dhualgais na hÉireann a chomhlíonadh faoi 
Chreatlach um Bailiú Sonraí an AE, a thacaíonn 
le pleananna bainistíochta iascaigh a fhorbairt, 
seirbhís a sholáthar d’fhóraim náisiúnta 
agus idirnáisiúnta ar na dualgais ghabhála 
(toirmeasc ar éisc aischurtha), agus tabhairt 
faoi thaighde a chuireann ár gcumas chun cinn 
chun an chomhairle a thabhairt a theastaíonn 
ón lucht déanta cinntí.  Bunchloch dár gcuid 
oibre is ea comhoibriú idirnáisiúnta agus 
tugtar faoi seo ag an gComhairle Idirnáisiúnta 
um Thaiscéaladh na Mara (ICES); an Coiste 
Eolaíochta, Teicniúil agus Eacnamaíochta um 
Iascaigh (STECF); an Eagraíocht um Chaomhnú 
Bradán san Atlantach Thuaidh (NASCO) agus 
an Coinbhinsiún Idirnáisiúnta um Chaomhnú 
Tuinníní an Atlantaigh (ICCAT).   

Rinneadh iarracht shuntasach chun tacú leis 
an Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara agus 
forbraíodh an Clár nua Oibríochtúil Bia Mara 
don tréimhse idir 2014 agus 2020. 

Í rith 2014, leanadh le béim thréan a chur 
ar phlean corparáideach Fhoras na Mara a 
nascadh le cláir Sheirbhísí Comhairleacha um 
Éiceachórais Iascaigh trí Chóras Bainistíochta 
agus Forbartha Feidhmíochta an Fhorais.   
Baineann ríthábhacht le cumarsáid inmheánach 
foirne le soláthar éifeachtúil agus éifeachtach 
seirbhíse a chinntiú agus baineadh seo amach 
trí chruinnithe rialta foirne agus bainistíochta.  

An Dr Paul Connolly
Stiúrthóir, Seirbhísí Comhairleacha um 
Éiceachórais Iascaigh    
     

Seirbhísí Comhairleacha 
um Éiceachórais Iascaigh

Ráiteas an Stiúrthóra 
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Buaicphointí na bliana 2014
Thug Seirbhísí Comhairleacha um Éiceachórais Iascaigh faoin 
gCreatchlár Náisiúnta um Bailiú Sonraí don bhliain 2014, 
sholáthair siad a dTuarascáil Bhliantúil don bhliain 2013 agus 
sholáthair siad an ráiteas bliantúil costais don bhliain 2013 do 
Choimisiún an AE.  Bhain Foras na Mara cistiú €32.6 milliún 
amach don Chreat nua um Bailiú Sonraí i gcaitheamh na 
tréimhse 2014-2020 ón gCiste Eorpach Muirí agus Iascaigh.    

Ba phríomhsholáthar seirbhíse don Roinn Talmhaíochta, 
Bia agus Mara an Stocleabhar bliantúil ina gcuimsítear 
an chomhairle eolaíochta is déanaí ar na stoic siúd a 
shaothraíonn cabhlach na hÉireann.  Soláthraíodh seo 
don Aire i Samhain agus ba phríomhghné é dá mheasúnú 
oiriúnachta a chuir sé faoi bhráid Choiste an Oireachtais 
um Thalmhaíocht agus Iascaigh.   Anuas air sin, b’uirlis 
ríthábhachtach tagartha é le linn idirbheartaíocht Chomhairle 
Airí an AE i Nollaig, a shocraigh deiseanna iascaireachta don 
bhliain 2015.   

D’oibrigh an fhoireann go dlúth le hIascaigh Intíre na 
hÉireann maidir leis an mBuanchoiste Eolaíochta maidir 
le bradáin agus eascann agus tríd an ngrúpa, sholáthair 
siad an chomhairle eolaíochta do na stoic thábhachtacha 
seo.  Thacaigh an fhoireann leis an an Roinn Cumarsáide, 
Fuinnimh agus Acmhainní Nádúrtha ag cruinniú bliantúil 
NASCO.  

Bhunaigh an Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara Creat 
nua Iascaigh Réigiúnaigh agus Náisiúnta Chladaigh agus 
sholáthraíomar tacaíocht eolaíochta do na grúpaí páirtithe 
leasmhara seo.  

Í dtaca le Creat-Treoir na Straitéise Mara, d’oibrigh an 
fhoireann go dlúth lenár gcomhghleacaithe i Seirbhísí 
Muirthimpeallachta agus Sábháilteachta Bia.  Chríochnaíomar 
na cláir mhonatóireachta iascaigh a thacaíonn le cur i 
bhfeidhm Chreat-Treoir na Straitéise Mara. Príomhghné 
den obair seo a bhí i luach a chur le cláir reatha iascaigh trí 
chaitheamh le sonraí measúnaithe stoc éisc ar bhealach 
éagsúil, ionas gur féidir iad a úsáid sa Treoir.   

Gné ríthábhachtach dár gcuid oibre is ea suirbhéanna ar 
árthaí taighde.  In 2014, tugadh faoi 13 shuirbhé, as ar eascair 

184 lá mara agus 1,061 lá eolaíochta, ar an iomlán ar muir.  
Is ionann na suirbhéanna seo agus ceangaltas suntasach 
acmhainní ag Foras na Mara agus is cuid ríthábhachtach 
iad dár n-obair mhonatóireachta.  Aithnítear Seirbhísí 
Comhairleacha um Éiceachórais Iascaigh mar shaineolaithe 
idirnáisiúnta i réimse na suirbhéanna teilifíse faoi uisce le 
haghaidh Cloicheán.   Rinne an Fhrainc an RV Celtic Voyager 
agus saineolas na foirne a chairtfhostú chun tabhairt faoi 
shuirbhéanna teilifíse faoi uisce ar a stoic i mBá na Bioscáine.     

Thugamar faoi réimse tionscadail taighde agus leas á 
bhaint as foinsí náisiúnta agus idirnáisiúnta cistithe.  
Cuirfidh na haschuir ó na tionscadail seo feabhas ar ár 
dtáirgí comhairleacha don rialtas. Rinneadh dul chun cinn 
suntasach ar shuirbhéanna iascaigh a thabhairt chun cinn 
sa Mhuir Cheilteach mar “shuirbhéanna ar an éiceachóras” le 
comhoibriú dlúth eolaithe na RA agus na Fraince.

Ba phríomhghné dár n-obair in 2014 oibriú le páirtithe 
leasmhara. Leanadh le cruinnithe ráithiúla Chomhpháirtíocht 
Taighde Eolaíochta Iascaigh na hÉireann agus rinneamar 
idirchaidreamh leis na hEagraíochtaí Neamhrialtasacha 
comhshaoil ar réimse saincheisteanna chomh maith. 

An Creat um Bailiú Sonraí
Fuair Foras na Mara cistiú €32.6 milliún faoin gCiste 
Eorpach agus Iascaigh Mhuirí chun dualgais na hÉireann a 
chur i bhfeidhm faoin gCreat um Bailiú Sonraí i gcaitheamh 
na tréimhse 2014-2020. Tacaíonn an creat seo leis an 
eolaíocht a theastaíonn chun tabhairt faoin gComhbheartas 
Iascaigh agus is cuid lárnach é dár gcláir oibre.   Chuir an 
Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara de chúram ar Fhoras na 
Mara an bailiú sonraí éagsúil agus an bhainistíocht sonraí 
a dhéanamh agus an chomhairle eolaíochta a thabhairt atá 
riachtanach chun freastal ar ár ndualgais faoin gCreat um 
Bailiú Sonraí.  Sheolamar ar aghaidh Clár Náisiúnta nua an 
Chreata um Bailiú Sonraí d’Éirinn (2014-2015), Tuarascáil 
Bhliantúil an Chreata um Bailiú Sonraí don bhliain 2013 agus 
Ráiteas Costais mionsonraithe 2013 chuig an gCoimisiún.  
Chuimsigh clár oibre an Chreata um Bailiú Sonraí 2014 
clár cuimsitheach suirbhé árthaí taighde, sampláil calafort 
ar ghabhálacha, sampláil mara ar éisc aischurtha, próifíl 
aoise ar na príomhstoic, anailísí ar shonraí logleabhair an 

Thug Seirbhísí Comhairleacha um Éiceachórais Iascaigh faoi 
Shuirbhéanna teilifíse faoin uisce le haghaidh Cloicheán ar Stoic 
Bhá na Bioscáine i mBanc Porcupine ar bord an RV Celtic Voyager, 
Samhain 2014. 

Déanann an Gaiste Tarae, ag Foras na Mara, Baile Uí 
Fhiacháin, monatóireacht ar iasc a bhogann in aghaidh an 
tsrutha agus le sruth. Éascaíonn seo daonáireamh iomlán 
a dhéanamh ar bhradán fiáin, bradán feirme ar scaoileadh 
leo, an breac geal agus eascann. 
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AE agus ar mhapáil gníomhaíochtaí árthaí iascaireachta 
ó Chórais Monatóireachta Árthaí.   Tugadh faoi 143 turas 
breathnóireachta um shampláil mhara ar bord árthaí 
iascaireachta Éireannacha san iomlán, agus bhí 540 lá 
eolaithe ar muir de thoradh sin.  Tugann na turais seo 
teagmháil dhíreach ar an láthair leis an tionscal iascaireachta, 
atá ríthábhachtach don fhoireann.   Tomhaiseadh os cionn 
549,380 iasc agus ríomhadh aois 54,912 iasc d’fhonn sonraí 
a sholáthar do na samhlacha a úsáidtear do stoic idirnáisiúnta 
ag ICES. Bunchlocha ár n-ionchur chuig measúnú stoic 
idirnáisiúnta iad bunachair shonraí STOCKMAN agus 
DISCARD agus sholáthair siad fiosrúcháin agus aschuir 
éifeachtúla agus éifeachtacha shonraí. D’oibríomar go 
dlúth leis an Údarás um Chosaint Iascaigh Mhara agus le 
Seirbhís Chabhlaigh an hÉireann chun sonraí faoin gCóras 
Monatóireachta Árthaí agus sonraí Stocleabhair a fháil do 
chuspóirí measúnaithe stoic. D’oibrigh Foras na Mara go han-
dlúth le Bord Iascaigh Mhara, atá freagrach as comhábhair 
gheilleagracha an Chreata um Bailiú Sonraí a sholáthar.  

Suirbhéanna Árthaí Taighde
Tugaimid faoi réimse fairsing de shuirbhéanna ar an RV 
Celtic Explorer, an RV Celtic Voyager agus ar árthaí cairte 
iascaireachta tráchtála.  Is gné thábhachtach iad seo dár gcláir 
bhliantúla oibre.  In 2014, tugadh faoi 13 shuirbhé ar an iomlán 
sna huiscí timpeall ar Éirinn, agus caitheadh 184 lá mara agus 
1,061 lá eolaithe, ar an iomlán.  Dhírigh na cláir suirbhéanna 
fuaimiúla ar mheasúnú a dhéanamh ar acmhainní an 
fhaoitín ghoirm, an torcéisc agus an scadáin. Is acmhainn 
ríthábhachtach iad cloicheáin do thionscal iascaireachta na 
hÉireann agus b’ionchur príomha an clár suirbhé teilifíse i 
dtaobh measúnú a dhéanamh ar an acmhainn seo, ar fiú de 
bhreis ar €80 milliún í do thionscal na hÉireann.  Tugadh faoi 
shuirbhé na hÉireann ar iasc grinnill i gcaitheamh tréimhse 
42 lá i Samhain-Nollaig agus rinne sé suirbhé ar stoic éisc 
sna Mara Ceilteacha agus amach ó chósta thiar agus thiar 
thuaidh na hÉireann. Tá an suirbhé nasctha le suirbhéanna 
faoinar thug an RA, an Fhrainc agus an Spáinn chun íomhá 
fhairsing de stoic éisc an Atlantaigh thoir thuaidh a chruthú.   
Tugadh faoi shuirbhé ar uibheacha ronnaigh a chistíonn an 
tionscal in 2014 chun measúnú a dhéanamh ar thosú sceite 
ronnaigh.   Cuirfidh na torthaí eolas ar fáil do na suirbhéanna 
idirnáisiúnta uibheacha ronnaigh in 2016. Comhordaíodh 
gach suirbhé taighde tríd an gComhairle Idirnáisiúnta um 
Thaiscéaladh na Mara (ICES) a chinntíonn, chomh maith, go 
ndéantar na prótacail agus na modheolaíochtaí a úsáideann 
gach suirbhé a chaighdeánú.    Baineadh úsáid as na sonraí as 
na suirbhéanna go léir i measúnuithe stoic idirnáisiúnta a bhí 
ina mbonn eolais faoi chomhairle eolaíochta ar dheiseanna 
iascaireachta le haghaidh 2015. 

Idirghníomhaíocht Páirtithe Leasmhara
Bhí cruinnithe rialta ar siúl le tionscal na hiascaireachta tríd 
an bhfóram atá ag Comhpháirtíocht Taighde Eolaíochta 
Iascaigh na hÉireann agus ag na Comhairlí Comhairleacha 
Réigiúnacha, go háirithe Comhairle Chomhairleach 
Réigiúnach Uiscí an Iarthuaiscirt agus an Chomhairle 
Chomhairleach Réigiúnach Pheiligeach. Í measc na 
bpríomh-shaincheisteanna ar tugadh aghaidh orthu ag 
Comhpháirtíocht Taighde Eolaíochta Iascaigh na hÉireann 
ráithiúil bhí meicníochtaí cistithe le haghaidh suirbhéanna, 
Creat-Treoir na Straitéise Mara, NATURA, an doingean 
mara, cur i bhfeidhm dhualgas na ngabhálacha, sampláil 

éisc aischurtha, riocht na stoc, modhanna measúnaithe, 
Uastoradh Inbhuanaithe mar sprioc, saincheisteanna 
geilleagracha, torthaí trialach trealaimh Bhord Iascaigh 
Mhara, Limistéir Mhuirí faoi Chosaint, comhairle ICES 
agus pleananna bainistíochta. Anuas air sin, sholáthair ár 
n-eolaithe príomh-ionchur freisin do Choiste Bainistíochta 
Scadán na bhFarraigí Ceilteacha.    Bhí cruinnithe ráithiúla 
ar siúl freisin leis na hEagraíochtaí Neamhrialtasacha 
Comhshaoil agus i measc na gceisteanna a tugadh 
chun solais, bhí Uastoradh Inbhuanaithe, athchóiriú an 
Chomhbheartais Iascaigh, riocht na stoc, mar aon le 
comhairle eolaíochta le haghaidh 2015.  

Comhairle Eolaíochta
Ghlac ár n-eolaithe páirt i mbreis agus 110 cruinniú 
idirnáisiúnta sainghrúpa de chuid an AE, ICES agus an 
Choiste Eolaíochta, Theicniúil agus Eacnamaíochta um 
Iascaigh.  Fuair cuid mhaith de na cruinnithe seo cistiú faoin 
gCreat um Bailiú Sonraí.   Pléadh an príomhghnó a bhaineann 
le measúnú agus comhairle maidir le stoc ag na cruinnithe 
sin, ach pléadh saincheisteanna eolaíochta eile agus na 
dúshláin a bhain le cur i bhfeidhm an Chomhbheartais 
Iascaigh, NATURA 2000 agus Chreat-Treoir na Straitéise 
Mara freisin ag na cruinnithe sin.  Pléadh topaicí ar nós 
calabrú ionstraimí fuaimiúla in eolaíocht iascaigh ag na 
cruinnithe seo; táscairí le haghaidh Chreat-Treoir na Straitéise 
Mara; pointí tagartha an Uastoraidh Inbhuanaithe i dtaca le 
stoic éisc; riocht ronnaigh chósta; pleananna bainistíochta 
don bholmán; measúnú stoic agus dréachtú comhairle; 
cur i bhfeidhm an Rialacháin um Bailiú Sonraí; agus plean 
iasc aischurtha an AE agus na héifeachtaí a bhíonn ag an 
iascaireacht ar an éiceachóras.    Ina theannta sin, thug 
an fhoireann comhairle eolaíochta maidir le stádas stoic 
chladaigh agus an Stocleabhar Sliogéisc. Bhunaigh an 
Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara Creat nua Iascaigh 
Réigiúnaigh agus Náisiúnta Chladaigh agus sholáthraíomar 
tacaíocht eolaíochta do na grúpaí nua páirtithe leasmhara 
seo.  Forbraíodh comhairle maidir le Bradáin agus Eascanna 
i gcomhar le Iascaigh Intíre na hÉireann agus na Buanchoistí 
Eolaíochta do Bhradáin (SSCS) agus d’Eascanna (SSCE).  Bhí 
an fhoireann i lár an aonaigh nuair a bhí forbairt á déanamh 
ar chomhairle nua ar ealásmabrainciach (roc agus sciata) 
don Mhuir Cheilteach agus nuair a bhí teicnící eolaíochta á 
bhforbairt chun súil a chaitheamh ar an gcomhréir d’éisc 
Éireannacha agus Albanacha atá i measc na scadán in Iarthar 
na hAlban agus in Éirinn.   Thugamar faoinár measúnuithe ar 
limistéir Mhuir Éireann agus na Mara Ceiltí chun pleananna 
bainistíochta a fhorbairt d’iascaigh chladaigh faoina dtugtar 
i Limistéir faoi Chaomhnú Speisialta.  D’oibríomar go dlúth le 
Seirbhísí Muirthimpeallachta agus Sábháilteachta Bia maidir 
le dualgais na hÉireann a chomhlíonadh faoi NATURA 2000. 
Forbraíodh pleananna nua bainistíochta d’iascach na scine 
mara i Muir Éireann agus soláthraíodh comhairle eolaíochta 
don Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara ar rialacháin nua 
gliomach. 

Saoráid Bhaile Uí Fhiacháin
Lean na cláir oibre áirimh ar an mbradán, ar an mbreac geal 
agus ar an eascann ó na gaistí éisc ar éiceachóras Bhuiríos 
Umhaill.  In 2014, tugadh marthanacht an-lag mhuirí faoi 
deara maidir le gealóg bhradán fiáin agus bhí ceann de na 
torthaí b’ísle a cuireadh i gcuntas de bhlátháin fhiáine mar 

SEIRBHÍSÍ COMHAIRLEACHA UM ÉICEACHÓRAIS IASCAIGH 
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thoradh air seo.  Cuireadh 294 bradán, ar an iomlán, i gcuntas 
ó ghaistí iochtar na h-abhann agus cuireadh 8,150 bradán i 
gcuntas ó na gaistí uachtair na h-abhann). Lean an fhoireann 
lena gcuid oibre le cothabháil agus forbairt a dhéanamh 
ar thacair shonraí fhadtéarmacha fhisiciúla, cheimiceacha 
agus bhitheolaíocha atá mar shaintréithe de ghné fionnuisce 
éiceachóras dhobharcheantar Bhaile Uí Fhiacháin.   Tá na 
sonraí seo ar fáil ar ar dheais nua Bhuiríos Umhaill a chuaigh 
ar líne in 2013. 

Lean an t-aonad tógála éisc lena gcuid oibre, agus coinníodh 
62,000 ubhán súileach le haghaidh an chláir rainseoireachta.  
Scaoileadh 40,000 gealóg bradán rainse i mí na Bealtaine 
2014 mar chuid de na cláir mheasúnaithe ar an stoc bradán 
agus na cláir thurgnamhacha taighde.   Leanadh den obair 
PhD ar na tosca a imríonn tionchar ar bhrádáin ar muir i 
gcomhar leis an Iorua agus le Gníomhaireacht na Lochanna i 
dTuaisceart Éireann.  

Leanadh den obair ar an gclár clibeála fuaimiúla ar Loch 
Fíoch inar scrúdaíodh roghanna iompair agus comhshaoil 
na mbradán fásta fiáin agus rainse.  Críochnaíodh tráchtas 
PhD (Estimating Carbon Pools and Processing in a Humic 
Lake), bunaithe ar an obair faoinar tugadh i mBaile Uí 
Fhiacháin i Lúnasa 2014.  Leanadh den chomhoibriú tréan 
leis an GLEON (An Líonra um Breathnóireacht Éiceolaíochta 
Lochanna Domhanda). Leanadh leis an obair atá ar bun i 
mBaile Uí Fhiacháin ag tionscadal Géineolaíochta Beaufort 
de chuid Choláiste na hOllscoile, Corcaigh agus d’fhoilsigh 
siad go leor foilseacháin phiarmheasúnaithe in irisí eolaíochta 
idirnáisiúnta. Leanadh leis an PhD maidir le doingean mara 
agus baineadh leas as eagair rianaithe fhuaimiúla ar an 
gcósta theas.  Is éard a bheidh i gceist leis an tionscadal, 
chomh maith, ná teicneolaíochtaí nua a chur i bhfeidhm i 
gclibeáil satailíte chun dílseacht suímh agus patrúin imirce 
doingean mara a shainaithint sa Mhuir Cheilteach agus i Muir 
Éireann.  

Taighde Feidhmeach 
Thug Seirbhísí Comhairleacha um Éiceachórais Iascaigh 
faoi réimse tionscadail taighde agus leas á bhaint as 

foinsí náisiúnta agus idirnáisiúnta cistithe.  Úsáideadh 
cistiú náisiúnta chun an clár “dúshlán” a reáchtáil, a 
thug spléachadh ar iompar iascairí maidir le dualgas na 
ngabhálacha agus a chur i bhfeidhm (ionsamhlú an mhéid 
a tharlaíonn ar deic ar muir i dtaca le foirmeacha éagsúla 
de dhualgas na ngabhálacha).  Leanadh den obair i dtaca 
le doingean mara sa Mhuir Cheilteach agus socraíodh 
eagair éagsúla fhuaimiúla agus rinneadh éisc a chlibeáil 
chun monatóireacht a dhéanamh ar ghluaiseachtaí. Thug 
tionscadal éiceachórais Beaufort faoi obair shamhaltaithe ar 
Ollscoil na Banríona, Béal Feirste agus léirigh na torthaí go 
bhféadfadh nár eascair meath ar fheidhm an éiceachórais 
bhitheolaíoch as caillteanas bithéagsúlachta mar gheall 
ar iascaigh.   Foilsíodh an obair seo in Nature. Rinneadh 
fíor-dhul chun cinn ar shuirbhéanna iascaigh a thabhairt 
chun cinn sa Mhuir Cheilteach mar “shuirbhéanna ar an 
éiceachóras” le comhoibriú dlúth eolaithe na RA agus na 
Fraince.  D’úsáid na suirbhéanna seo fearais bheantacha 
samplála chun cur le hobair na n-iascach.     Anuas air sin, 
críochnaíodh an obair ar chomórtas acmhainní idir rónta agus 
iascaigh i limistéar na Mara Ceiltí.  

Ghlac an fhoireann páirt i réimse leathan tionscadal a 
bhí cistithe ag an AE lena n-áirítear Líonra Acmhainní 
an Phortáin Atlantaigh (ACRU-NET); forbairt ar 
phlean bainistíochta d’iascaigh mheasctha don Mhuir 
Cheilteach (GEPETO agus DAMARA); Líonra iascaigh, 
dobharshaothraithe agus próiseála bia mara (COFASP); 
staidéir maidir le tionchar iascaigh ar éiceachóras 
beantach (BENTHIS); clibeáil satailíte siorcanna; Uastoradh 
Inbhuanaithe (MYFISH); Anailís ar phríomhghréasáin bia 
(EUROBASIN); Forbairt samhlacha chun líon na mbradán 
fillte a mheas (ECOKNOWS). Ina measc sin, bhí suirbhéanna 
athraitheacha chun tuilleadh sonraí a bhailiú a d’fhéadfadh 
tacú le Creat-Treoir na Straitéise Mara.   D’éirigh leis na 
tionscadail cistiú AE €683,000 a fháil agus bíonn comhoibriú 
dlúth ar bun idir na tionscadail agus le hearnáil thríú leibhéal 
na hÉireann lena n-áirítear Ollscoil na hÉireann, Gaillimh, 
Coláiste na hOllscoile, Corcaigh, Institiúid Teicneolaíochta na 
Gaillimhe-Maigh Eo agus Ollscoil na Banríona, Béal Feirste.  
 

Sheol Simon Coveney, T.D., an tAire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara an tAtlas d’Iascaigh Thráchtála timpeall na hÉireann i dteannta an 
Dr Colm Lordan, Foras na Mara, comhúdar na tuarascála, Márta 2014.
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SEIRBHÍSÍ AIGÉANEOLAÍOCHTA AGUS FAISNÉISE 

Soláthraíonn Seirbhísí Aigéaneolaíochta agus Faisnéise 
réitigh ó cheann go ceann do réimse leathan cliant 
– go náisiúnta agus go hidirnáisiúnta araon – agus 
buntacaíonn siad le go leor de ghníomhaíocht Fhoras na 
Mara.  Ba bhliain an-ghnóthach 2014 inar tugadh faoi 
obair shuntasach inár gcuid limistéar, lena n-áirítear 
seirbhísí aigéaneolaíochta, ardléarscáiliú, oibríochtaí 
árthach taighde, seirbhísí agus forbairt faisnéise, 
fuinneamh aigéin agus ardteicneolaíocht mhuirí. 

Ghlac na foirne páirt i réimse fairsing de chláir 
náisiúnta, Eorpacha agus idirnáisiúnta agus bhí siad 
an-ghníomhach i measc réimse de chláir atá cistithe 
ag an AE, a chuireann feabhas ar ár gcumas chun 
seirbhísí tacaíochta a sholáthar atá saindeartha i 
leith riachtanais chláir chomhtháite eolaíochta a 
chuireann eolas ar fáil do chomhairle trasearnála 
beartais. Bhíomar an-ghníomhach maidir le páirt a 
ghlacadh i dtograí nua tionscadail AE a ghiniúint.

Anuas air sin, chuir Seirbhísí Aigéaneolaíochta agus 
Faisnéise le smaointeoireacht straitéiseach, chomh 
maith, ar leibhéal náisiúnta agus idirnáisiúnta, a 
chuir le réimse tionscnamh ina measc, Feidhm a 
Bhaint as Saibhreas ár nAigéin – Plean Comhtháite 
Muirí d’Éirinn, tacú le ceardlanna a bhain le Ráiteas 
na Gaillimhe ar Chomhar an Aigéin Atlantaigh agus 
straitéis Atlantach an AE. 

Sa mhullach air sin, thugamar coincheap an 
Aigéin Dhigitigh Chomhtháite chun cinn níos 
mó tríd an réimse uirlisí agus tionscadal nua a 
fhorbairt a ndéantar cur síos orthu thíos. Caitear 
le hAigéan Comhtháite Digiteach mar ardán 
oibríochtúil comhoibritheach a chuireann ar 
chumas sonraí muirí a ghiaráil le haghaidh taighde, 
forbairt tráchtála, agus soláthar seirbhíse rialtais. 
Dearfar é chun tacú leis an sreabhadh sonraí ón 
tráth a bhailítear iad go dtí soláthar faisnéise 
d’úsáideoirí deiridh (bailigh uair amháin é – 
bain úsáid as go minic), a sholáthraíonn amharc 
comhtháite ar gach foinse de shonraí muirí. 
Tacóidh an timpeallacht seo le gach leibhéal den 
slabhra luacha sonraí muirí idir fáil, comhtháthú, 
anailísíocht, agus nuálaíocht agus tacú le 
cinntí.  Eascróidh timpeallacht sonraí as seo, ar 
deireadh thiar, ar féidir léi tacú le fiontar, taighde 
agus nuálaíocht agus le forbairt seirbhísí poiblí.

An tUasal  Michael Gillooly
Stiúrthóir: Seirbhísí Aigéaneolaíochta agus 
Faisnéise

Seirbhísí Aigéaneolaíochta 
agus Faisnéise

Ráiteas an Stiúrthóra
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Oibríochtaí Árthaí Taighde 
Is é cuspóir na foirne oibríochtaí árthaí taighde chun 
comhordú agus bainistiú a dhéanamh ar oibríochtaí 
an dá árthach taighde de chuid Fhoras na Mara, an RV 
Celtic Voyager, an RV Celtic Explorer agus an fheithicil 
domhainfharraige, an ROV Holland I, agus chun 
seirbhísí tacaíochta a sholáthar d’úsáideoirí na n-árthaí, 
lena n-áirítear ionstraimiú agus seirbhísí tacaíochta 
innealtóireachta agus oibríochtaí fíorsholúbtha. 

Buaicphointí na bliana 2014
Bhí bliain dhian d’oibríochtaí ag na hárthaí í 2014 agus 
d’oibrigh an RV Celtic Explorer arís eile in uiscí Cheanada 
agus chomh fada soir le huiscí Baltacha agus na hIorua 
agus bhí sceideal gnóthach aice in uiscí na hÉireann chomh 
maith. 

Chuir an RV Celtic Explorer 19 suirbhé, ar an iomlán, i gcrích 
arbh ionann iad siúd agus  302 lá oibríochtaí a chaitheamh. 
Chuir an RV Celtic Voyager 25 suirbhé i gcrích, arbh ionann 
iad siúd agus 239 lá oibríochtaí a chaitheamh. 

 An RV Celtic Voyager:
Tháinig méadú mór ar chumas an RV Celtic Voyager nuair a 
suiteáladh ilbhíoma nua Kongsberg EM2040 i Márta. Thug 
Mooney Boats sna Cealla Beaga agus P and O Maritime 
Services Ltd faoin tsuiteáil a dhéanamh. Baineadh triail 
rathúil as an gcóras i Márta agus úsáideadh é don séasúr 
iomlán suirbhéanna le haghaidh shuirbhéanna INFOMAR.  
Anuas air sin, rinneadh saotharlann thirim an árthaigh a 
aisfheistiú chun níos mó spáis a chruthú don phearsanra 
agus chun eirgeanamaíocht an spáis a fheabhsú. 

Cairtfhostaíodh an RV Celtic Voyager chun tabhairt faoi 
úsáid a bhaint as fearais ísealmhinicíochta fhuaimiúla 
mhonatóireachta céiticí i mBealtaine 2014. Ba é seo an 
chéad uair ar éirigh linn na sonraí seo a fháil in uiscí na 
hÉireann agus beidh sé soiléir a thábhachtaí chun staidéar a 
dhéanamh ar chéiticigh sa réigiún.  

Chríochnaigh an RV Celtic Voyager séasúr an-rathúil 
suirbhé hidreagrafaigh inar tugadh 79 lá suirbhéireachta 
chun críche ar na cóstaí thiar agus theas mar thacaíocht le 

forbairt tonnfhuinnimh Údarás Fuinnimh Inmharthana na 
hÉireann agus le clár INFOMAR.

Thug an RV Celtic Voyager trí shuirbhé rathúla Teilifíse 
Faoi Uisce chun críche in uiscí na hÉireann chun measúnú 
a dhéanamh ar stoic Chloicheán, lena n-áirítear suirbhé 
amháin a bhí ag oibriú ar doimhneacht os cionn 500 
méadar ar Bhanc Porcupine.  I ndiaidh na suirbhéanna 
seo, chairtfhostaigh tionscal iascaireachta na Fraince an 
t-árthach i Meán Fómhair 2014 agus bhí eolaithe Foras na 
Mara agus IFREMER mar fhoireann ann chun tabhairt faoi 
na chéad suirbhéanna teilifíse do Chloicheáin in uiscí na 
Fraince i mBá na Bioscáine.  

Thug an RV Celtic Voyager faoi réimse leathan suirbhéanna 
a cistíodh faoi chlár am loinge an Phlean Forbartha 
Náisiúnta, lena n-áirítear staidéar ar fhuaim fhuaimiúil 
ó shuirbhéanna seismeacha faoi stiúir OÉ, Gaillimh 
(CE14014) agus suirbhéanna DINO 14 a bhí faoi stiúir 
OÉ, Gaillimh chomh maith a scrúdaigh foinse an bhláis 
algaigh dhíobhálaigh. Bhí Institiúid Teicneolaíochta na 
Gaillimhe-Maigh Eo faoi stiúir suirbhé a mhair seachtain 
ar idirghníomhú micreaphlaistice agus trófach sa Mhuir 
Cheilteach.   

Le linn shuirbhé CV14012, d’oibrigh an RV Celtic Voyager 
croíghearrthóir bosca ar doimhneacht a mhéid le 1,500m 
agus d’éirigh leo tacar sonraí bonnlíne a fháil a bhí ceaptha 
le húsáid i gcláir Mhonatóireachta Dearaidh Tionchar-
Rialú-I nDiaidh-Roimh Ré (‘Before-After-Control-Impact’) 
chun tacú le gníomhaíochtaí taiscéalaithe agus saothraithe 
peitriliam amach anseo.

Cuireadh an RV Celtic Voyager ar fáil d’oiliúint a mhair 
55 lá do mhic léinn tríú leibhéal trí chlár SMART a oibriú i 
gCalafort Chorcaí agus cuireadh oiliúint ar 329 mac léinn, ar 
an iomlán, agus caitheadh 475 lá mac léinn ar an iomlán. 

An RV Celtic Explorer:
Chuir an RV Celtic Explorer tús leis an mbliain ag tabhairt 
faoi shuirbhé gearr i Muir Éireann (CE14001) a bhí faoi stiúir 
Choláiste na hOllscoile, Corcaigh agus d’úsáid an suirbhé 
seo córas nuálach treámhéadair cóin dhomhain a d’fhorbair 

Deandrófilia ag bun balla i gCainneoin Whittard a ghlac foireann 
taighde idirnáisiúnta, a bhí faoi stiúir eolaithe ó Ollscoil na hÉireann, 
Gaillimh. 

Íomhá 3D den ghrinneall ag Tulán Theilinn, Dún na nGall, a 
glacadh leis an ilbhíoma nua ar Árthach Taighde an Celtic 
Voyager, Aibreán 2014.
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an Lárionad Eolaíochtaí Muirí agus Comhshaoil (MARUM) 
chun na cisil dhoimhne dríodair i Muir Éireann a fhiosrú.

D’úsáid suirbhéanna CE14003 agus CE14004 a bhí faoi 
stiúir Ollscoil na hÉireann, Má Nuad agus Coláiste na 
hOllscoile, Corcaigh, faoi seach, an RV Celtic Explorer chun 
Córas nua Croíghearrtha Domhantarraingthe sé mhéadar 
an árthaigh a úsáid mar aon leis an gCrith-Ghearrthóir GSI i 
staidéir ar dhríodar agus ar gheolaíocht éadomhain amach 
ón gcósta thiar agus sa Mhuir Cheilteach. 

Chríochnaigh an RV Celtic Explorer suirbhé sínte 
iompair a bhí faoi stiúir Ollscoil na Éireann, Gaillimh i 
gcomhpháirtíocht le heolaithe de chuid Ollscoil Memorial 
i Newfoundland a dhírigh ar bhitheolaíocht agus ar 
aigéaneolaíocht ghuairneáin agus tonnbhráide méiseascála 
fad a bhí siad ag triail ar Cheanada chun suirbhé fuaimiúil ar 
iascaigh a chríochnú thar ceann Ollscoil Memorial. 

I ndiaidh gur críochnaíodh an suirbhé thar ceann Ollscoil 
Memorial, thug an RV Celtic Explorer faoin suirbhé bliantúil 
ar athrú aeráide in St John’s in Newfoundland agus chuir 
siad tús leis an suirbhé ar an líne “Ovide” i réigiún dhroim 
an Atlantaigh láir a rinne go leor de bhreosla agus d’am an 
árthaigh a choigilt. 

Chuir an t-árthach dhá shuirbhé ROV i gcrích in 2015 
inar caitheadh 31 lá ar an iomlán.  Suirbhé a bhí sa chéad 
cheann (CE14009) ar fheidhmiú an éiceachórais agus 
ar an mbithéagsúlacht ag Cainneon Whittard laisteas 
d’Éirinn ar doimhneacht 1000-3000m. Lean turas rathúil 
taiscéalaíochta an suirbhé seo chuig Bruach Rocal mar 
chuid de shuirbhé a bhí faoi stiúir Ollscoil na hÉireann, Baile 
Átha Cliath a rinne staidéar ar thitim fána ar Bhruach Rocal.

Chuir an t-árthach dhá shuirbhé i gcrích (CE14012/
CE14017) thar ceann an Bundesamt für Seeschifffahrt und 
Hydrographie (an Ghníomhaireacht Fheidearálach Mhuirí 
agus Hidreaghrafach) (BSH), an Ghearmáin, agus chuir seo 
go rí-mhór le buiséad oibriúcháin na n-árthaí. 

Sular cuireadh tús leis an séasúr iascaireachta grinnill, 
chríochnaigh an t-árthach scoil samhraidh cúig lá 
d’iarchéimithe (CE14013) a dhírigh ar staidéar a dhéanamh 
ar na réigiúin choiréalacha fuaruisce.   D’eagraigh clár 
SMART an clár seo i gcomhoibriú le hInstitiúid Alfred 
Wegener. 

Chríochnaigh an t-árthach séasúr an-rathúil de 
shuirbhéanna iascaigh thar ceann Sheirbhísí Comhairleacha 
um Éiceachórais Iascaigh agus rinneadh 63 lá de 
shuirbhéireacht fhuaimiúil ar Scadáin agus ar an bhFaoitín 
Gorm agus rinneadh an suirbhé bliantúil 47 lá ar 
iascaireacht grinnill inar bhain an t-árthach 170 tarraingt 
bhailí iascaireachta i gcaitheamh an tsuirbhé.

I ndiaidh gur críochnaíodh an séasúr suirbhéireachta an 
17 Nollaig, chuir an t-árthach tús le clár cothabhála sula 
ndearnadh athghléasadh pleanáilte. Sheol an t-árthach chun 
tús a chur leis an athghléasadh in A & P Falmouth an 27 
Nollaig agus d’iontráil sé an duga tirim go gcuirfí tús leis an 
obair an 29 Nollaig 2014.

Críochnaíodh an próiseas tairisceana chun trealamh 
hidreagrafach agus geofhisiciúil an árthaigh a uasghrádú 
agus roghnaíodh Kongsberg Maritime mar sholáthraí 
ilbhíomaí agus chóras suite domhainuisce agus ardtaifeach 
an árthaigh. Ba iad IXSEA Blue an tairgeoir rathúil don 
phróifíleoir domhainuisce fo-íochtair.  Déanfar an trealamh 
go léir seo a fheistiú i rith na tréimhse a chaithfear sa duga 
tirim in Eanáir 2015.

Árthach An Fad a 
Seoladh

Úsáid 
Breosla

EEOI  (Tomhas 
éifeachtúlachta 
de réir Tonnaí 
Méadracha/
Muirmhílte)

Celtic 
Explorer

41,625 
Muirmhíle

1,686,960 
Lítear

0.040844973 
Méadar Ciúbach/
Muirmhíle

Celtic 
Voyager

23,414 
Muirmhíle

319,300 
Lítear

0.013932177 
Méadar Ciúbach/
Muirmhíle

Scéim na mBreathnóirí ar Árthaí Eachtracha 2014

Thug 22 árthach eachtrach, ar an iomlán, faoi shuirbhéanna 
taighde mhuirí in uiscí na hÉireann in 2014. Ba longa de 
chuid na Ríochta Aontaithe 12 long, agus ba longa ón 
bhFrainc (2), an Iorua (2), an Spáinn (1), an Ísiltír (1), an Rúis 
(1), an Ghearmáin (1) agus an Liotuáin (1) agus SAM (1) na 
longa eile, ar thug gach ceann díobh faoi oiliúint nó suirbhé 
taighde fad a bhí siad in uiscí na hÉireann.  Ghlac ochtar 
breathnóirí Éireannacha páirt i gcuid de na suirbhéanna 
seo i gcaitheamh na bliana agus caitheadh 187 lá ar muir 
eatarthu.

ROV Holland I á sheoladh ón RV Celtic Explorer i rith 
turas taiscéalaíochta ag Banc Rocal, Iúil 2014. Tá an 
croíghearrthóir nua domhaintarraingthe sa tulra. Thug 
Foras na Mara tacaíocht don suirbhé taighde CE14011, 
agus cistíonn an Rialtas é faoin bhFochlár Taighde 
Mhuirí   agus déanann tionscadal ERC CODEMAP 
ranníocaíocht leis. 

SEIRBHÍSÍ AIGÉANEOLAÍOCHTA AGUS FAISNÉISE 
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Ardseirbhísí Léarscáilithe 
I rith 2014, lean Ardseirbhísí Léarscáilithe ag tacú le 
gníomhaíocht suirbhé ar ghrinneall farraige cósta agus 
uisce éadomhain mar an bpríomhchuid oibríochtúil de Chlár 
INFOMAR (léarscáiliú comhtháite d’fhorbairt inbhuanaithe 
acmhainní muirí na hÉireann nó ‘INtegrated mapping FOr 
the sustainable development of Ireland’s MArine Resource’). 
Anuas air sin, thacaigh an fhoireann le foireann oibríochtaí 
an árthaigh thaighde i dtaca leis na huasghráduithe 
tábhachtacha bonneagracha suirbhé a bhí ar siúl ar bord 
an RV Celtic Voyager agus atá ar na bacáin don RV Celtic 
Explorer chun soláthar chéim 2 de INFOMAR a éascú, agus 
le buntacú le gníomhaíochtaí agus le deiseanna taighde a 
bhaineann le léarscáiliú. 

Clár 1 - Sonraí a Fháil, a Bhainistiú agus a Léirmhíniú:
Baineadh spriocanna na suirbhéanna amach den chuid ba 
mhó in 2014, agus tháinig roinnt imeachtaí chun solais mar 
thoradh ar athbhreithnithe páirtithe leasmhara, agus tháinig 
roinnt saincheisteanna teicniúla chun solais.
Tugadh cuntas ar spriocanna suirbhé i nGar don Chladach 
agus Cósta don bhliain 2014 in “Clár Oibríochtúil 2014”:
 
•	 Gar don Chladach: Loch Súilí, an Mhaoil Rua 

seachtrach, Sheephaven agus Oileán Ghabhla, Dún na 
nGall, an Fód Dubh, Bánna Cnocán na Líne, suíomh 
SEAI Iarthar an Chláir, Bá Thrá Lí

•	 Cuireadh suirbhé SEAI i ngar don chladach Iarthar 
an Chláir ar athló – tá athbhreithniú á dhéanamh ag 
an SEAI ar na riachtanais; cuireadh suirbhé ar Oileán 
Ghabhla ar athló – tá athbhreithniú á dhéanamh ag 
BIM ar na riachtanais 

•	 Níor tugadh faoin suirbhé an-éadomhain (V.shallow) i 
Loch Súilí, an Mhaoil Rua, Dún na nGall

•	 Líonadh na bearnaí sa bhealach isteach chuig an 
gCaolaire Rua a bhain le teorainneacha sínte an bhá  

•	 Cósta: Suíomh SEAI Iarthar an Chláir, an Cósta Thiar 
Theas, Trá Lí Seachtrach, Cuan na Gaillimhe, an Cósta 
Thiar Theas

•	 Críochnaíodh na limistéir agus úsáideadh an t-aga 
neamhfhónaimh chun athshuirbhé a dhéanamh ar 
roinnt limistéar le sonraí ilbhíoma seanghlúine

Clár 2 - Comhtháthú agus Malartú Sonraí: 
Ar cheann de na baic ba mhó a sainaithníodh i soláthar suite 
sonraí comhtháite agus táirge tá an t-aga moille idir sonraí 
suirbhé cladaigh a fháil, agus sonraí próiseáilte suirbhé faoi 
bhord a sholáthar.  Tá na sonraí deireanacha glanta agus 
comhréidh hidreagrafacha ag teastáil lena gcomhcheangal 
le sonraí stairiúla, sular féidir tabhairt faoi tháirgeadh 
deireanach cairte. Chun an próiseas seo a chuíchóiriú, 
cuireadh oiliúint ar phearsanra seachfhoinsithe i bpróiseáil 
sonraí hidreagrafacha, rinneadh an phróiseáil agus iarracht 
chairtithe nach ndearnadh go fóill a mheas, agus cuireadh 
pleananna oibre dhá bhliain i bhfeidhm.

Chun feabhas a chur ar rochtain ar shonraí léarscáilithe 
ghrinnill na farraige agus ar tháirgí agus faisnéis ghaolmhar, 
rinneadh réamh-uasghrádú ar láithreán gréasáin 

INFOMAR, agus forbraíodh leathanach tosaigh nua chun 
úsáideoirí a threorú níos soiléire chuig an ábhar agus na 
hacmhainní sonraí ábhartha. Forbraíodh agus rinneadh 
cothabháil ar sheirbhísí léarscáil ghréasáin, lena chinntiú 
go bhfuil na córais comhlíontach i dtaobh na gcaighdeán 
reatha malartaithe sonraí. Cinntíonn seo go mbíonn siad 
inrochtana, chomh maith, trí ardáin agus teicneolaíocht 
chobhsaí agus reatha. 

Clár 3 - Saothrú Breisluacha:
Bhí gníomhaíocht shuntasach ar bun faoin gClár 
Breisluacha, ar aon dul le moltaí ón Athbhreithniú ar Chlár 
2013 PwC INFOMAR. 

Dhírigh an fochlár seo ar an méid a leanas in 2014:
•	 Roinnt tionscadail ardtionchair fhadtéarmacha 

shonracha a fhorbairt agus a sholáthar lena 
dtacaíonn Ionad Nuálaíocht Ghnó Bhaile Átha Cliath.

•	 Feasacht phoiblí a mhúscailt ar INFOMAR trí úsáid 
a bhaint as na meáin shóisialta, idirchaidramh 
ardleibhéil i gcomhdhálacha agus imeachtaí 
náisiúnta muirí (an beartas ‘ó thurasóireacht go 
hoidhreacht’), agus for-rochtain bhreise i rith 
oibríochtaí allamuigh. 

•	 Idirchaidreamh i mbreis comhoibriú agus 
tionscnaimh straitéiseacha mhórscála thaighde.

•	 Díriú ar chumas a mhéadú ar fud na réimsí atá ar an 
ngannchuid i dtaobh tacar sainscileanna a bhaineann 
le léarscáiliú ghrinneall na farraige a theastaíonn 
chun buntacú le deiseanna tráchtála agus taighde.

I measc roinnt buaicphointí, tá an méid a leanas: 
•	 Aip Thumtha INFOMAR, Léarscáileanna Scéala 

INFOMAR, agus Clár Forbartha For-Rochtana 
agus Oideachais INFOMAR arna seoladh. Tá an 
ceann deireanach dírithe faoi láthair ar dhaltaí 
na hidirbhliana, lena chur ar chumas acu a 
léarscáileanna agus a láithreán léarscáilithe féin a 
chruthú, agus chun sonraí cósta agus comhshaoil a 
chur i gcuntas, lena chur ar chumas daltaí tabhairt 
faoi chódú, breathnú eolaíochta agus léarscáiliú.

•	 Comhpháirtíocht a dhéanamh ar thograí Cósta agus 
Seicphointe an Choimisiúin Eorpaigh, agus Togra 
Saothraithe Téamach Ghníomhaireacht Spáis na 
hEorpa, agus táthar ag feitheamh le cinntí cistithe 
orthu go léir.

•	 Comhpháirtíocht a dhéanamh ar ghairm Cnuasach 
Fhondúireacht Eolaíochta Éireann, a measadh a 
bhí ina thogra tréan cé nár éirigh leis, a d’fhéadfadh 
bheith rathúil sa chéad bhabhta eile de ghairmeacha 
Cnuasach, leis an treorú cuí Acadúil Cianbhraite.

D’fhonn cur leis an gcumas taighde a bhaineann le 
INFOMAR, dréachtaíodh tograí taighde le haghaidh 
PhDanna i Measúnú ar Acmhainní Feamainne, Léarscáiliú 
Bitíopa, agus Fuaimeolaíocht Ilbhíoma Iascaigh, agus 
cuireadh tús le Fuaimeolaíocht Ilbhíoma Iascaigh.

Seirbhísí Aigéaneolaíochta 
Dhéileáil an Fhoireann Aigéaneolaíochta le breis agus 130 
iarratas ar shonraí agus ar tháirgí aigéaneolaíochta i rith 
2014. Lean siad ag soláthar sonraí agus anailís allamuigh 
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agus samhla chun tacú le seirbhísí comhairleacha arna 
soláthar ag an bhfoireann seirbhísí Muirthimpeallachta agus 
Sábháilteacht Bhia i bhForas na Mara.

Sholáthair foireann na Seirbhísí Aigéaneolaíochta gach gné 
den chlár oibre suntasach a bhain le Comhaontú Seirbhíse 
SEAI um Fhuinneamh na Mara go tráthúil agus laistigh den 
bhuiséad a bhí socraithe dó. Cuireadh dearadh agus soláthar 
an eagair mhonatóireachta torainn fhuaimiúil chun cinn 
i gcaitheamh 2014 d’fhonn comhéadan a dhéanamh idir 
an teagar seo agus Tionscadal Cábla Chuan na Gaillimhe.  
Soláthraíodh seirbhísí oibríochtúla ag suíomhanna tástála 
fuinneamh aigéin Chuan na Gaillimhe agus Bhéal an 
Mhuirthead araon. Leanann Seirbhísí Aigéaneolaíochta ag 
bainistiú na n-áiseanna tástála agus taispeána ag an suíomh 
tástála fuinneamh aigéin atá ar cheathrú scála i gCuan na 
Gaillimhe, i gcomhar le SmartBay.

Tionóladh foireann tionscadail ó Fhoras na Mara, 
SmartBay, Coláiste na hOllscoile, Corcaigh agus Údarás 
Fuinnimh Inmharthana na hÉireann anuas a chomhaireoirí 
innealtóireachta chun bainistíocht tionscadail na n-áiseanna 
tástála agus taispeána ag an suíomh tástála fuinneamh 
aigéin atá ar cheathrú scála i gCuan na Gaillimhe a chur 
chun cinn.  Tugadh faoi sholáthar suntasach agus lorgaíodh 
ceadúnais rialála mar chuid de na hoibreacha. Tugadh 
faoi ghníomhaíocht shuntasacha dearaidh agus soláthair 
chun comhábhair an bhonneagair cháblaí a chur le chéile 
a úsáidfear i gCuan na Gaillimhe in 2015 mar chuid de 
bhonneagar an Bhinse Tástála Fuinneamh Aigéin.

Tacaíodh agus coinníodh Líonra Náisiúnta na mBaoithe 
Aimsire ar son na Roinne Iompair, Turasóireachta agus 
Spóirt. Ba dhealraitheach gur bhliain dhúshlánach a 

bhí in 2014 don líonra mar gheall ar roinnt teipeanna 
ar an gcóras agus stailceanna árthaigh.  Mar gheall ar 
chomhiarrachtaí na foirne teicniúla, coimeádadh ráta 
fála 80% faoin gcéad i gcaitheamh 2014, ar aon dul le 
méadracht a shonraítear sa Mheabhrán Tuisceana leis an 
Roinn Iompair, Turasóireachta agus Spóirt. Ag cur leis na 
samhlacha nua aigéin a forbraíodh le déanaí le haghaidh 
doirteadh ola agus feidhmeanna bithgheoiceimiceacha, 
forbraíodh samhail ardtaifigh (mionscála logánta) 
scairbhe. D’oibrigh an fhoireann leis an RNLI chun atlas 
ardtaifeach taoide a sholáthar do Chuan na Gaillimhe. Tá 
seo in úsáid anois i measc ceithre chriú i limistéar níos 
fairsinge Chuan na Gaillimhe. Tá samhail mhionscála á 
forbairt do Chuan Inmheánach na Gaillimhe chun cabhrú le 
hoibríochtaí cuardaigh agus tarrthála sa chuan.  Tá Seirbhísí 
Aigéaneolaíochta ag oibriú leis na seirbhísí faisnéise agus 
leis an bhfoireann forbartha chun sonraí aigéaneolaíochta a 
chur ar fáil agus chun sonraí in-saincheaptha a dhéanamh 
díobh trí phainéal rialaithe sonraí agus timpeallacht 
tairsí nua. Tugadh leibhéal réidh gníomhaíochta, a raibh 
cothabháil agus calabrú rialta i gceist leis go príomha, 
isteach do Líonra Tomhais na Taoide Náisiúnta.
 
D’éirigh linn príomhghnéithe na dtionscadal a chistigh an 
AE – JERICO, MyOcean2 agus MyOcean a sholáthar agus 
cuireadh roinnt tionscadail nua aigéaneolaíochta ar aghaidh 
go dtí Horizon 2020 le haghaidh cistiú. Comhlíonfaidh 
an fhoireann ról tábhachtach i dtionscadal AtlantOS Blue 
Growth 8 a fuair faomhadh cistithe in 2014.

Tá Seirbhísí Aigéaneolaíochta fós gníomhach ar an 
gComhairle Idirnáisiúnta um Thaiscéalaíocht na Mara (ICES), 
ar WGOH agus ar an gCóras Eorpach um Breathnóireacht 
Aigéin Dhomhanda (EuroGOOS) agus ar an Sainghrúpa 

D’oibrigh an Sheena Fennell ó Ollscoil na hÉireann, Gaillimh i dteannta an Dr George Rose ó Institiúid Iascaigh agus Mara Ollscoil 
Memorial, Newfoundland, as lámh cúigear eolaithe dhéag agus mic léinn ó OÉ, Gaillimh, GMIT agus UCC fad a thrasnaigh siad an 
tAtlantach mar chuid de thaighde leanúnach trasatlantach ó Ghaillimh go dtí St. Johns, Newfoundland, Aibreán 2014.

SEIRBHÍSÍ AIGÉANEOLAÍOCHTA AGUS FAISNÉISE 
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um Breathnóireacht Mara agus Sonraí de chuid DG Mare. 
Thug an fhoireann faoi aistear mara comhordaithe aigéin ó 
Newfoundland go Gaillimh inar bailíodh sonraí faoi charbón, 
salandacht, teocht agus ocsaigin aigéin a bhí comhordaithe 
le turas taiscéalaíochta Francach a bhí ar siúl i gcomhthráth 
idir Liospóin agus an Ghraonlainn.

Lean an fhoireann le hionchur a sholáthar chun an obair 
dlí agus phleanála a theastaigh a chur i bhfeidhm chun 
Cuibhreannas Eorpach um Bonneagar Taighde (ERIC) a 
fhorbairt le haghaidh comhpháirtíocht fhadtéarmach ar 
thionscadal Faireachlann Ildisciplíneach Eorpach Ghrinneall 
na Farraige (EMSO).  Ar a bharr sin uile, ghlacamar páirt 
sna tionscadail COOPEUS (ag nascadh mhórthionscadal 
taighde comhshaoil na hEorpa/na Stát Aontaithe), agus i 
réimse fairsing de thionscadail bhonneagair an AE agus 
idirnáisiúnta.

Seirbhísí Faisnéise agus Forbartha
Leanann an fhoireann um Sheirbhísí Faisnéise agus 
Forbartha le seirbhísí TFC agus tacaíochta agus forbartha 
sonraí a sholáthar ar fud Fhoras na Mara chun ardán 
daingean oibríochtúil TFC agus sonraí a sholáthar, 
chun cumas nua teicniúil a fhorbairt agus chun tacú le 
feabhsúcháin ar sholáthar seirbhíse.
 
Tacaíocht Oibríochtúil:
In 2014, d’fhóin Seirbhísí Faisnéise agus Forbartha ar bhreis 
agus 3,282 iarratas ar thacaíocht a chuimsigh ceisteanna 
teicniúla, feidhmchláir agus bainistíochta sonraí, agus thug 
siad faoi oiliúint inmheánach do 54 pearsanra.

Chomhordaigh an fhoireann fónamh ar 228 iarratas ar 
shonraí ó pháirtithe seachtracha. Tá laghdú thart ar 10 faoin 
gcéad tagtha ar an líon iarratais sheachtracha ar shonraí 
ó bhí 2013 ann, agus b’fhéidir gurb é an úsáid mhéadaithe 
a bhaintear as seirbhísí sonraí ar líne, ar nós thairseach 
shonraí Sonraí Muirí Ar Líne, a gcaitear thart ar 400 seisiún 
anois uirthi gach mí, is cúis leis seo. De bhreis ar úsáideoirí 
Éireannacha in 2014, cuireadh rochtain idirnáisiúnta i 
gcuntas ó 80 tír ar fud an domhain. De réir mar a chuirtear 
breis tacair shonraí leis an tseirbhís agus go leagann 
seirbhísí a d’fhorbair an Foras béim ar na sonraí, ar nós 
Mhalartú Sonraí Spásúlachta na hÉireann, Atlas Muirí na 
hÉireann agus Thairseach Fuinnimh In-Athnuaite Mhuirí na 
hÉireann, táthar ag súil leis go rachaidh na líonta seo i méid.

Chomh maith leis sin, thacaigh an fhoireann bainistíochta 
sonraí leis an gCreat um Bailiú Sonraí, INFOMAR agus 
cláir Chreat-Treoir na Straitéise Mara, agus leis an 
bhfoireann Cheadúnaithe Cladaigh Dobharshaothraithe. 
Gné mhórshuntais is ea an obair a rinneadh chun tacú le 
bainistíocht sonraí faoi iascaigh chladaigh le haghaidh 
mheasúnú riosca NATURA a thacaíonn leis an bpróiseas 
measúnaithe agus tuairiscithe. 

Thacaigh an fhoireann forbartha feidhmchlár le comhtháthú 
foinsí nua sonraí ó na suíomhanna tástála fuinneamh 
aigéin agus ó dhobharcheantar Bhuiríos Umhaill, agus 
d’fheabhsúcháin ar rochtain ar shonraí iascaigh.

Gníomhaíocht Tionscadail:
Bhí baint ag Seirbhísí Faisnéise agus Forbartha i 

mbreis agus 70 tionscadal i rith 2014 a chuimsigh 
cothabháil oibríochtúil, feabhsúchán seirbhíse 
agus cumas straitéiseach a fhorbairt. I measc na 
bpríomhghníomhaíochtaí a bhí ar siúl, bhí críochnú 
na hoibre athfhorbartha do láithreán gréasáin nua na 
hInstitiúide, forbairt Thairseach Fuinnimh In-Athnuaite 
na hÉireann mar chuid d’Údarás Fuinnimh Inmharthana 
na hÉireann (www.oceanenergyireland.com) a cuireadh ar 
an ngearrliosta do ghradam ríomhsheirbhísí an Rialtais, 
Malartú Sonraí Spásúlachta na hÉireann a chomhtháthú 
(www.isde.ie) isteach i dtairseach náisiúnta Sonraí Oscailte 
an Rialtais (http://data.gov.ie), agus athfhorbairt mhór 
ar chóras sonraí blás algach díobhálach a dhéanfaidh an 
córas a nuachóiriú go mór a fheabhsaíonn iontráil sonraí, 
tuairisciú agus comhéadain phoiblí ar líne. 

Anuas air sin, thug an fhoireann oibríochtaí TF faoi 
uasghrádú suntasach ar thimpeallacht an fhreastalaí TFC 
ar na hárthaí taighde, rinne siad uasghrádú ar líonra idirlín 
gan sreang (WiFi) na hInstitiúide, agus chuir siad tús le 
huasghrádú riachtanach ar an mbonneagar stórála sonraí 
lena chinntiú gur féidir na comhaid eagraíochtúla a stóráil 
go slán do na chéad 2-3 bliana amach romhainn. Is éard 
atá ar bun chomh maith ná míniú luathchéime ar conas a 
phróiseálfar agus a bhainisteofar sonraí ó fhaireachlann 
cháblaí Chuan na Gaillimhe.

In 2014, bhí dlúthbhaint ag an bhfoireann seirbhísí faisnéise 
agus forbartha le sainiú an choincheapa maidir le hAigeán 
Digiteach na hÉireann (IDO), ar tionscadal straitéiseach 
é seo a bhfuil mar chuspóir aige rochtain cheangailte a 
sholáthar ar shonraí mara ó ilfhoinsí náisiúnta.  Bhronn 
Thaighde Microsoft deontas Azure4Research ar an 
bhfoireann chun tacú leis an ngníomhaíocht seo, agus 
úsáideadh néalardán Microsoft Azure chun roinnt seirbhísí 
nua sonraí a fhréamhshamhaltú.  Anuas air sin, d’fhorbair 
siad díriú nua ar Nuálaíochta atá ag cabhrú leis an mbearna 
a líonadh atá idir sonraí eolaíochta a fháil agus faisnéis 
úsáideoir deiridh, e.g. painéil rialaithe fíor-ama. Déanfar 
breis forbartha ar choincheap an IDO agus ar fheidhm na 
Nuálaíochta nua i gcomhar le forbairt straitéis sonraí an 
Fhorais in 2015.

Ardchlár Teicneolaíochta
I gcaitheamh 2014, lean foireann an ardchláir 
theicneolaíochta muirí ag oibriú chun an pobal taighde agus 
nuálaíochta a chur chun feidhme chun grúpáil ildisciplíneach 
maise criticiúla atá dírithe ar an tionscal a chruthú i limistéar 
an ardbhraite, na cumarsáide agus na faisnéisíochta.

D’éascaigh an clár cumas chun tionscnaimh a chruthú 
trí rannpháirtíocht le cláir náisiúnta agus idirnáisiúnta 
de thaighde agus d’fhorbairt. D’oibrigh Foras na Mara, 
go háirithe, lena gcomhpháirtithe taighde chun an pobal 
taighde agus fiontair mhuirí a spreagadh chun gnímh mar 
fhreagairt ar ghairm ó Ionaid Fhondúireacht Eolaíochta 
Éireann i dtaca le Breathnóireacht na Cruinne agus an 
Aigéin.  Sheol cuibhreannas de chúig ollscoil (OÉ, Gaillimh, 
OÉ, Má Nuad, Ollscoil Chathair Bhaile Átha Cliath, Coláiste 
na hOllscoile, Corcaigh agus Ollscoil Luimnigh) agus 
gníomhaireachtaí rialtais, Foras na Mara agus Teagasc, atá 
faoi stiúir OÉ, Gaillimh, togra ar aghaidh le aghaidh Lárionad 
an Atlantaigh um Breathnóireachtaí na Cruinne (ACEObs) 

http://www.oceanenergyireland.com
http://www.isde.ie
http://data.gov.ie
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a bhain an babhta deiridh den phróiseas athbhreithnithe 
amach. Mheall an togra seo 50 comhpháirtí tionscail a 
ndearna Foras na Mara 15 díobh a chur i ngníomh. 

Chaith an clár súil, freisin, ar dheiseanna atá ag teacht chun 
cinn don earnáil trí Ghníomhaireacht Spáis na hEorpa.   
Anuas air sin, rinneadh obair ar leibhéal straitéiseach i 
gcomhar le Fiontraíocht Éireann chun measúnú a dhéanamh 
ar an ngá atá ag an bpobal muirí le rochtain fíor-ama ar 
shonraí ón gcabhlach nua de shatailít mar chuid de Chlár 
Copernicus Ghníomhaireacht Spáis na hEorpa.

Bhí an Clár seo ag oibriú, ina theannta sin, leis an bpobal 
teicneolaíochta muirí chun faisnéis a scaipeadh agus 
chun suim a spreagadh maidir leis an gcéad bhabhta de 
ghairmeacha faoi Horizon 2020 do chlár oibre 2014-2015. 
Bhí an rath geal ar thaighdeoirí muirí na hÉireann sa ghairm 
dheireanach chros-téamach faoi FP7 Ocean of Tomorrow 
agus ghlac Éire páirt i gceithre thionscadal (LEANWIND, 
COMMON SENSE, SENSE OCEAN, MariaBOX) agus 
chomhordaigh UCC tionscadal LEANWIND.

Príomhghné den chlár is ea cnuasach SmartOcean a 
chur chun cinn go hidirnáisiúnta agus éascaíodh é seo i 
mbliana mar gheall gur thacaigh Foras na Mara le seastán 
SmartOcean Ireland ag Aigéaneolaíocht Idirnáisiúnta 
(‘Oceanology International’) agus ghlac siad páirt, chomh 
maith, i líon leathan imeachtaí eile idirnáisiúnta chun 
infheictheacht an chnuasaigh a chruthú. 

Anuas air sin, cuireadh tús le tionscadal INTERREG 
STAMAR i mbliana agus bhí obair ar bun go leanúnach chun 
pacáistí 1 agus 2 a sholáthar a bhí faoi stiúir Fhoras na Mara. 
Is í an chéad ghníomhaíocht chun measúnú trasidirnáisiúnta 
teicneolaíochta a chomhordú chun teicneolaíocht atá 
dian i dtaobh TFC a shainaithint a d’fhéadfadh bheith ina 
hábhar spéise d’fhiontair bheaga agus mheánmhéide 
mhuirí. Eascróidh go gcruthófar portfóilió de na 
teicneolaíochtaí is fearr atá ar fáil as an dara ceann atá 
tairbhiúil d’fhiontair bheaga agus mheánmhéide mhuirí. 
Tacóidh na teicneolaíochtaí le forbairt inbhuanaithe gnó as a 
n-eascróidh cosaint na timpeallachta muirí.

Anuas air sin, bhí an t-ardchlár teicneolaíochta muirí ag 
oibriú leis an mbonneagar náisiúnta, ar nós SmartBay, 
chun tacú le forbairt tionscadail taighde. Chuir SmartBay 
tús le roinnt dá dtionscadail mhórscála gníomhaíochta 
faoin gClár Rochtana Bonneagair Náisiúnta II (NIAP) go 
háirithe. Cistítear na dámhachtainí ar fiú €86,000 iad ar 
an iomlán trí Ollscoil Chathair Bhaile Átha Cliath agus 
comhoireann siad do chuspóirí chlár Shraith 5 de chuid 
Chlár Taighde in Institiúidí Tríú Leibhéal SmartBay Ireland 
(PRTLI).   Sa mhullach air sin, cuireadh ceardlann Príomh-
Imscrúdaitheoirí agus tionscail ar bun i Samhain, chomh 
maith, i mbliana, áit ar síníodh Meabhrán Tuisceana le 
SmartBay, Newfoundland agus le Labrador chun tacú 
le comhrochtain ar shaoráidí agus ar shaineolas agus le 
comhthionscnaimh agus comhthionscadail taighde agus 
fiontair a chruthú. Ina theannta sin, leanadh le hobair ar 
chomhaontais straitéiseacha a fhorbairt le gníomhaireachtaí 
eile lena n-úsáid ar ardáin ar féidir leo tacú le taighde 
agus forbairt. Thit roinnt tionscnamh amach, go háirithe, 
le hAerchór na hÉireann, lena n-áirítear cleachtadh 
taiscéalaíochta inar ghabh triúr taighdeoirí ar bord patról 
rialta muirí chun fiosrú a dhéanamh ar conas a d’fhéadfadh 
an t-aerárthach Casa tacú leis an gclár taighde agus 
nuálaíochta muirí chomh maith.

Díríonn an t-ardchlár teicneolaíochta go príomha ar an 
tionscal agus thit líon tionscnamh amach go dtreiseofaí 
na ceangail agus go gcuirfí gníomhaíocht ar bun. Bhí an 
chéad chlár luathaithe TFC Mhuirí ar bun le IBM, go háirithe. 
Trí obair an tascfhórsa forbartha, a bhunaigh an grúpa 
comhordaithe mhuirí i gcomhthéacs Feidhm a Bhaint as 
Saibhreas ár nAigéin – Plean Comhtháite Muirí d’Éirinn, tá 
faisnéis á hionchur ag an gclár chun cabhrú le comhthéacs 
a sholáthar do na riachtanais d’fhorbairt na hearnála amach 
anseo. Léiríonn Cathx Ocean sampla d’fhorbairt na hearnála 
a rinneadh i mbliana tar éis gur fógraíodh 50 post sa Nás, 
i gContae Chill Dara agus gur cuireadh na poist i láthair ag 
Comhdháil tionscnaimh Feidhm a Bhaint as Saibhreas ár 
nAigéin i Meitheamh.  

Tá athbhreithniú le déanamh ar chlár SmartOcean, ina 
fhormáid reatha faoi láthair.  Táthar anois ag tabhairt faoi 
seo trí obair an Tascfhórsa Forbartha (DTF) agus tá Foras 
na Mara ag tabhairt faoi sa ról atá acu chun an Straitéis nua 
Taighde agus Nuálaíochta Muirí (2014-2020) a fhorbairt 
agus bhí an clár ag cur le gach ceann de na tionscnaimh seo 
i gcomhthéacs Feidhm a Bhaint as Saibhreas ár nAigéin – 
Plean Comhtháite Muirí d’Éirinn.

Sholáthair Michael Roper de chuid P & O Maritime tacaíocht 
theicniúil do líonra M6 na mbaoithe aimsire atá lonnaithe 300 
míle siar ó Ghaillimh. Sa phictiúr anseo i dteannta snámháin 
fhomhuirí a choimeádann an baoi sa suíomh ceart le linn fíor-
dhrochaimsire.  

SEIRBHÍSÍ AIGÉANEOLAÍOCHTA AGUS FAISNÉISE 
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Bhí na comhaltaí neamhfheidhmiúcháin a leanas den Bhord 
sa Choiste Iniúchta amhail an 30 Márta 2015.  Patricia 
Barker, Francis Coyle, David Owens.  D’imigh Lorcán Ó 
Cinnéide ar scor mar chomhalta den Choiste i bhFeabhra 
2015. 

Is iad príomhdhualgais an Choiste Iniúchta chun maoirsiú 
a dhéanamh ar an gcaidreamh leis an iniúchóir seachtrach, 
an tArd-Reachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste.  I rith na bliana faoi 
chaibidil, níor phléigh an Coiste Iniúchta cineál agus scóip 
an iniúchta a bhfuiltear le tabhairt fúthu leis an iniúchóir 
seachtrach, ach chas siad leis an iniúchóir seachtrach chun 
athbhreithniú a dhéanamh lena thorthaí agus le toradh 
an iniúchta, mar aon lena mholtaí a chuimsítear sa Litir 
Bhainistíochta.  Déanann an Coiste monatóireacht, chomh 
maith, ar iomláine na ráiteas airgeadais a d’ullmhaigh an 
Chuideachta agus ar na cuntais mhíosúla bhainistíochta a 
d’ullmhaigh an lucht bainistíochta.
I rith na bliana dar críoch an 31 Nollaig 2014, choimeád an 
Coiste éifeachtacht chórais rialuithe inmheánacha agus 
bhainistíochta riosca na Cuideachta faoi athbhreithniú. 
Rinneamar an méid a leanas, go háirithe:

•	 monatóireacht ar an gCóras Bainistíochta Riosca 
agus ar ghluaiseachtaí rioscaí ar an gclár;

•	 idirchaidreamh leis an iniúchóir inmheánach chun 
plé a dhéanamh ar an gclár oibre agus ar thorthaí 
na n-iniúchtaí inmheánacha agus chun measúnú a 
dhéanamh ar ár mbrath ar chonclúidí an iniúchóra 
inmheánaigh;

•	 monatóireacht ar ghlacadh agus ar chur i bhfeidhm 
mholtaí na n-iniúchóirí inmheánacha agus 
seachtracha

•	 idirchaidreamh leis an bPríomhoifigeach Airgeadais 
agus leis an bPríomhoifigeach Feidhmiúcháin 
le dearbhú a thabhairt dúinn féin i dtaca leis na 
breithiúnais chuntasaíochta a chuirtear i bhfeidhm ar 
na ráitis airgeadais;

•	 Sonraí arna n-ullmhú chun tacú le litir dhearbhaithe 
an Chathaoirligh leis an Aire;

•	 tabhairt faoi athbhreithniú inmheánach ar ár 
bhfeidhmíocht i rith na bliana faoi chaibidil. 

D’fhaomh an Bord Téarmaí Tagartha an Choiste Iniúchta, 
Airgeadais agus Riosca agus déantar athbhreithniú orthu 
ar bhonn bliantúil agus leasaítear iad faoi mar is cuí.  Chas 
an Coiste ar a chéile ceithre huaire in 2014 (ceithre huaire 
in 2013). Níor sholáthair na hiniúchóirí inmheánacha aon 

seirbhísí ábhartha i rith na bliana atá faoi chaibidil.   Ní 
mheasann an Coiste Iniúchta, ar an ábhar sin, tar éis 
breithniú a dhéanamh ar gach caidreamh idir an Institiúid 
agus an gnóthas iniúchta inmheánaigh, go mbaineann an 
caidreamh sin de bhreithiúnas ná de neamhspleáchas an 
iniúchóra.

Idirchaidreamh
Cuimsíonn clár Fhoras na Mara réimse leathan de 
ghníomhaíochtaí óna dteastaíonn idirchaidreamh agus 
comhoibriú dlúth le go leor daoine agus eagraíochtaí. 
Áirítear leo siúd an Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara, an 
Roinn Airgeadais, an Roinn Comhshaoil, Pobail agus Rialtais 
Áitiúil, an Roinn Iompair, Turasóireachta agus Spóirt mar 
aon le ranna rialtais agus gníomhaireachtaí stáit eile, fiontar 
príobháideach agus earnáil an ardoideachais.  Tugann 
an Foras aitheantas do thacaíocht agus do chomhoibriú 
leanúnach gach dreama lena mbaineann.

Sláinte agus Sábháilteacht
De réir an Achta um Shábháilteacht, Sláinte agus Leas ag 
an Obair (1989), thug Foras na Mara gach Ráiteas Sláinte 
agus Sábháilteachta cothrom le dáta.  Leanann an Foras de 
na bearta cuí a chur i bhfeidhm le sábháilteacht agus sláinte 
gach fostaí agus cuairteora ar a n-áitreabh a chosaint.

An tAcht um Eitic in Oifigí Poiblí
Soláthraíonn gach duine ag a bhfuil post ainmnithe 
i bhForas na Mara ráiteas leasa don Choimisiún um 
Chaighdeáin in Oifigí Poiblí de réir ailt 18 agus 20 den Acht 
um Eitic in Oifigí Poiblí, 1995.

Comhionannas Fostaíochta
Tá Foras na Mara tiomanta do bheartas comhionannais 
deiseanna, agus glacann siad cur chuige réamhghníomhach 
i leith an chomhionannais.  Tá scéimeanna i bhfeidhm ag 
an bhForas a thugann deiseanna don fhoireann freastal ar 
a riachtanais ghairme agus phearsanta, ar nós comhroinnt 
post, saoire staidéir agus cláir oideachais.

Cód Cleachtais (Tuairisciú)
Cloíonn Foras na Mara leis na Cóid reachtúla Chleachtais 
um Rialachas Comhlachtaí Stáit de réir mar atá leagtha síos 
ag an Roinn Airgeadais.  Dearbhaíonn an Foras gur ghlac 
na Stiúrthóirí agus na fostaithe leo seo a leanas agus go 
gcuirtear oiliúint orthu ina leith:

Riarachán Ginearálta

An Coiste Iniúchta:
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RIARACHÁN GINEARÁLTA

•	 Cód foirmiúil iompair um choinbhleacht leasa agus 
cairt chustaiméirí

•	 Coistí Iniúchta cuíbhunaithe
•	 Nósanna imeachta um sholáthar 
•	 Saincheisteanna Íogaire

Tuairisciú um Éifeachtúlacht Fuinnimh i 
measc Comhlachtaí den Earnáil Phoiblí (I.R. 
Uimh. 542 de 2009)
Is iad na príomhúsáideoirí fuinnimh i bhForas na Mara oifig 
na ceanncheathrún agus an tsaoráid saotharlainne agus 
na hárthaí taighde, an RV Celtic Explorer agus an RV Celtic 
Voyager. Taobh istigh de shaotharlanna na ceanncheathrún 
in Órán Mór, ídíonn seirbhísí meicniúla agus leictreachais na 
saotharlann thart ar 20 faoin gcéad den ídiú foriomlán fuinnimh 
leictrigh sa tsaoráid. Baineann formhór an ídithe leictrigh eile le 
soilsiú, trealamh ginearálta oifige agus trealamh saotharlainne.  

Forbhreathnú ar Úsáid Fuinnimh in 2014

In 2014, d’úsáid Foras na Mara:

•	 2,700,764 kWh de leictreachas 
•	 12,202 lítear de Cheirisín 
•	 347,074 lítear de bhulcghás própáin le haghaidh téimh 
•	 5,222 lítear de dhíosal bóthair 
•	 1,444,440 lítear d’ola gháis mhara le haghaidh 

suirbhéanna taighde cistithe ag Foras na Mara 

Léiríonn na figiúirí laghduithe i ngach saghas fuinnimh seachas 
i gcás bulcghás própáin, nár tháinig aon athrú air:

•	 laghdú 3 faoin gcéad ar leictreachas – 64,150kWh 
aonad 

•	 laghdú 10 faoin gcéad ar Cheirisín – 1,350 lítear
•	 laghdú 25 faoin gcéad ar dhíosal bóthair (b’éard ba 

chúis leis seo ná gur díchoimisiúnaíodh feithicil)

Gníomhartha faoinar tugadh in 2014 
Tugadh isteach breis bearta coigilte soilsithe in 2014 trí bhraiteoirí 
uainithe a shuiteáil ar na príomhrialaitheoirí soilse i limistéir a 
mbaintear leas coitianta astu. Tá braiteoirí suiteáilte i seomraí 
cartlainne, seastáin chaife agus stóir na nglantóirí anois lena 
chinntiú go múchtar na soilse laistigh de 5 nóiméad tar éis gur 
gnníomhachtaíodh iad. 

Tugadh faoi thriail in Órán Mór chun measúnú a dhéanamh 
ar na coigiltí féideartha a d’fhéadfaí a bhaint amach trí fheistis 
solais LED a shuiteáil, agus tugtar le fios go bhféadfaí laghdú 
50 faoin gcéad a bhaint amach ar ídiú fuinnimh. Tabharfar faoi 
athbhreithniú iomlán in 2015 chun measúnú a dhéanamh ar an 
tairbhe coigiltí costais agus ar a thabhairt isteach féideartha ar fud 
shaoráid Órán Mór.

Gníomhartha atá ar na bacáin le haghaidh 2015
Tugadh athbhreithniú ar ídiú fuinnimh shaotharlainne chun 
críche agus beidh gach beart curtha i bhfeidhm in 2015 a 
leanfaidh lena chinntiú go gcomhlíontar cleachtais shábháilte 
oibre agus go laghdaítear ídiú fuinnimh shaotharlainne i 
gcomhthráth. 

Nuashonrú ar Scéim Gaeilge 2014 
Bunaíodh an Grúpa Gaeilge chun Scéim Gaeilge/Scéim 
Fhoras na Mara a ullmhú faoi Alt 11 d’Acht na dTeangacha 
Oifigiúla 2003. Chuaigh an chéad tréimhse den scéim 
Gaeilge in éag in 2012 agus rinne an Grúpa Gaeilge maoirsiú 
ar ullmhú agus ar fhorbairt chéim a dó den scéim in 2012 
agus 2013. Cuireadh é sin faoi bhráid oifig an Choimisinéara 
Teanga i mí na Samhna Dhearbhaigh an tAire an scéim 
nuashonraithe agus fanfaidh sí i bhfeidhm ar feadh tréimhse 
trí bliana ón 6 Deireadh Fómhair 2014 ar aghaidh. Cuireann 
an dara tréimhse den scéim leis na hiarrachtaí móra a 
rinneadh chun na ceanglais faoin Acht a chur i bhfeidhm 
agus a tugadh isteach faoin gcéad tréimhse tar éis réimsí a 
aithint inar theastaigh feabhas ar na seirbhísí Gaeilge a bhí á 
soláthar ag an bhForas.   

Coinneofar an tiomantas sa dara tréimhse chun measúnú 
a dhéanamh, ar bhonn leanúnach, ar an méid éilimh atá ar 
sheirbhísí trí Ghaeilge agus a chinntiú go leanann Foras na 
Mara ag comhlíonadh an éilimh sin ar bhealach pleanáilte, 
comhsheasmhach agus inrochtana.  Leanann Foras na Mara 
ag tomhas an mhéid éilimh atá ar a sheirbhísí i nGaeilge trí 
iniúchtaí rialta a dhéanamh trí chóras comhairimh/tomhais 
do líon na bhfiosruithe/n-iarratas ar sheirbhísí trí Ghaeilge 
i dtréimhse faoi leith.  Mar sin féin, d’fhonn iarratais ar 
sheirbhísí a chruthú, tugann Foras na Mara tuairisc agus 
déanann sé poiblíocht ar fheasacht i measc na foirne agus 
na gcliant maidir leis na seirbhísí a sholáthraíonn an Foras 
trí Ghaeilge.
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AGUISÍN 1:  
DÁMHACHTAINÍ 2014 CHLÁR TAIGHDE MARA 
AN NDP 2014-2020 CLÁR AM LOINGE

Beart Taighde Clár Taighde Cineál 
Tionscadail

Tagairt an 
Tionscadail

Teideal an Tionscadail Deontaí/Ceann Cúnamh 
Deontais 
Iomlán

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Clár 
Oiliúna
Tiomanta

CE14013 Scoil Samhraidh SMART AWI 2014 Institiúid 
Teicneolaíochta
na Gaillimhe-
-Maigh Eo

€90,000

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Clár
Oiliúna
Tiomanta

CV14002 Pleanáil Ildisciplíneach Suirbhé- 
Cleachtadh Foghlama Piarchuidithe
faoi Stiúir Mic Léinn Iarchéime agus 
Bhliain Deiridh na Céime

Institiúid 
Teicneolaíochta
na Gaillimhe-
Maigh Eo

 €40,000

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Clár 
Oiliúna
Tiomanta

CV14003/
CV14017
  

Cómhodúl Foghlama Creidiúnaithe
SMART (Earrach agus 
Geimhreadh 2014)

Institiúid 
Teicneolaíochta
na Gaillimhe-
-Maigh Eo

€156,000

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Clár 
Oiliúna
Tiomanta

CV14004 Fuinneamh Aigéin SMART  2014 Institiúid 
Teicneolaíochta
na Gaillimhe-
-Maigh Eo

€16,000

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Clár 
Oiliúna
Tiomanta

CV14005 SMART Science at Sea:
Oiliúint Ildisciplíneach Longbhunaithe
do Mhic Léinn Eolaíochtaí a bhaineann
le Cúrsaí Muirí

Institiúid 
Teicneolaíochta
na Gaillimhe-
-Maigh Eo

€48,000

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Clár 
Oiliúna
Tiomanta

CV14010 Aigéaneolaíocht Oibríochtúil  SMART
2014

Institiúid 
Teicneolaíochta
na Gaillimhe-
-Maigh Eo

 €40,000

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Clár 
Oiliúna
Tiomanta

CV14016 Taiscéaladh Geolaíochta san Fharraige 
Amuigh SMART
agus MSc i mBitheolaíocht Mhuirí – Calafort 
Chorcaí

Institiúid 
Teicneolaíochta
na Gaillimhe-
-Maigh Eo

 €56,000

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Clár 
Oiliúna
Tiomanta

CV14018 Cómhodúl Foghlama SMARTAIT
 2014

Institiúid 
Teicneolaíochta
na Gaillimhe-
-Maigh Eo

 €16,000

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Clár 
Oiliúna
Tiomanta

CV14019 Clár Breathnóra SMART:
Sampláil agus Bailiú Sonraí Bitheolaíochta 
Muirí Feidhmí

Institiúid 
Teicneolaíochta
na Gaillimhe-
-Maigh Eo

€32,000

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Clár 
Oiliúna
Tiomanta

CV14024 Oiliúint Loinge Fochéime
i Modhanna Taighde Aigéaneolaíochta,
Beantacha, Meigeafhána agus Iascaigh

Institiúid 
Teicneolaíochta
na Gaillimhe-
-Maigh Eo

€56,000

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Suirbhé
Comhtháite
Taighde

CE14002 Céiticigh ar an Teorainn 5 Institiúid 
Teicneolaíochta
na Gaillimhe-
-Maigh Eo

€324,000

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Suirbhé
Comhtháite
Taighde

CE14003 GATEWAYS 2 Ollscoil
na 
hÉireann,
Má Nuad

€216,000
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Beart Taighde Clár Taighde Cineál 
Tionscadail

Tagairt an 
Tionscadail

Teideal an Tionscadail Deontaí/Ceann Cúnamh 
Deontais 
Iomlán

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Suirbhé
Comhtháite
Taighde

CE14004 WICPro (Clár Croíghearrtha Iarthar
na hÉireann)

Coláiste na 
hOllscoile, 
Corcaigh

€234,000

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Suirbhé
Comhtháite
Taighde

CE14006 Breisluach Trasatlantach Ollscoil
na 
hÉireann,
Gaillimh

 €216,000

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Suirbhé 
Tacaíochta
Taighde

CE14008 Aigéaneolaíocht Athrú Aeráide,
Rannóga Bithgheoiceimice agus
Geolaíochta

Foras
 na Mara

€144,000

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Suirbhé
Comhtháite
Taighde

CE14009 Éiceachórais Chainneoin Ollscoil
na 
hÉireann,
Gaillimh

€423,000

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Suirbhé
Comhtháite
Taighde

CE14011 SORBEH (Titim Fánaí ar 
Bhruach Rocal agus Gnáthóga
Scairpe)

Ollscoil 
na hÉireann,
Baile Átha Cliath

€351,000

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Suirbhé
Comhtháite
Taighde

CE14020 Céiticigh ar an Teorainn 6 Institiúid 
Teicneolaíochta
na Gaillimhe-
-Maigh Eo

  €90,000

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Suirbhé 
Tacaíochta
Taighde

CV14001 Clár Shuirbhé Comhshaoil Geimhridh 
2014

 Foras
na Mara

€104,000

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Suirbhé
Comhtháite
Taighde

CV14007 Titim oighearchlúid na hÉireann
i limistéar na Mara Ceiltí agus 
leagáid a gnáthóige muirí

Ollscoil 
Uladh

 €96,000

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Suirbhé
Comhtháite
Taighde

CV14012 DINO14 (Blás Algach Díobhálach
Dinophysis)

Ollscoil
na 
hÉireann,
Gaillimh

€56,000

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Suirbhé
Comhtháite
Taighde

CV14021 Taighde Comhoibritheach ar 
Bhanc Porcupine

Ollscoil
na 
hÉireann,
Gaillimh

€88,000

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Suirbhé
Comhtháite
Taighde

CV14023 Plaistic an Chósta Theas Institiúid 
Teicneolaíochta
na Gaillimhe-
-Maigh Eo

€64,000

Tacaíocht
Bonneagair

Am Loinge
Árthach Taighde

Suirbhé
Comhtháite
Taighde

CE14014
(Voyager)

Monatóireacht fhuaimiúil
in uiscí na hÉireann

Ollscoil
na 
hÉireann,
Gaillimh

€44,000

IOMLÁN €3,000,000
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CLÁR TAIGHDE MARA 2014-2020 – TIONSCADAIL CHISTITHE TAIGHDE 2014

Beart Taighde Clár Taighde Cineál 
Tionscadail

Tagairt an 
Tionscadail

Teideal an Tionscadail Deontaí/Ceann Cúnamh 
Deontais 
Iomlán

Tionscal Iompar Loingseoireachta
agus Muirí
     

Comhaltacht
Fochéime
 

CF/14/01
    

Comhaltacht Uí Chuilinn:
Méadracht Feidhmíochta Calafoirt

Ollscoil
na 
hÉireann,
Gaillimh

€66,000

Fionnachtain Teicneolaíocht
    Mhuirí

Comhaltacht
Fochéime
cistithe

CF/14/02
    

Comhaltacht Uí Chuilinn:
Cianbhrath 

Coláiste 
na hOllscoile, 
Corcaigh

€66,000

Suirbhé 
Tacaíochta

Timpeallacht
Mhuirí

Comhaltacht
Fochéime
cistithe
 

CF/14/05
    

Comhaltacht Uí Chuilinn:
Aeráid an Aigéin

Ollscoil
na 
hÉireann,
Gaillimh

€66,000

Fionnachtain Teicneolaíocht
    Mhuirí

Comhaltacht
Fochéime

CF/14/07
    

Comhaltacht Uí Chuilinn:
Teicneolaíochtaí Breathnóireachta Aigéin

Ollscoil 
Luimnigh

€66,000

Tacaíocht
Nuálaíochta

Nuálaíocht Deontais 
Líonraithe 
Taistil

Idir NT/14/01 
agus
NT/14/70

Freastal ar nó Óstáil Comhdhálacha, 
Ceardlanna agus
Imeachtaí

Éagsúil  €32,776

Fionnachtain Bianna Feidhmeacha
/Sábháilteacht Bhia Mhuirí
 

Méadú Cumais
(Clár
na hÉireann/
SAM)

N/B
    

Comhaltacht Fulbright Fhoras na Mara N/B_  €22,000

Fionnachtain Teicneolaíocht
Mhuirí

Bonneagar Tairiscintí Sonraí Aigéin agus Cumas Samhaltaithe Éagsúil €310,613

Suirbhé 
Tacaíochta

Bainistíocht Eolais 
agus
Faisnéise

Conradh do Tairiscint Feidhmchláir Forbartha Rochtana ar 
Shonraí Aigéin

Compass
Informatics
Ltd

€129,150

Fionnachtain Fuinneamh 
In-Athnuaite Aigéin

Bonneagar N/B Binse Tástála Fuinneamh Aigéin
(Cábla Chuan na Gaillimhe)

Ollscoil Chathair 
Bhaile Átha Cliath/ 
Foras na Mara

*€650,000

IOMLÁN  €1,408,539

* Is ionann é sin agus rannchuidiú Fhoras na Mara leis an tionscadal, atá á chomhchistiú ag Fondúireacht Eolaíochta Éireann, 
Údarás Fuinnimh Inmharthana na hÉireann agus SmartBay Ireland Ltd.

AGUISÍN 1: (ar lean) 
CLÁR TAIGHDE MARA 2014-2020 
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AGUISÍN 2:  
RANNPHÁIRTÍOCHT NA HÉIREANN I 
NGAIRMEACHA FHÁS GORM HORIZON 2020 
AGUS I NGAIRMEACHA GAOLMHARA

Bhain Éire feidhmíocht thréan amach sa bhabhta is déanaí de thorthaí gairme a fógraíodh maidir le Dúshlán Sochaíoch 2 “Slándáil 
Bia, Talmhaíocht agus Foraoiseacht Inbhuanaithe, Taighde Muirí, Mara agus Uisce Intíre, agus an Bithgheilleagar” (‘Food Security, 
Sustainable Agriculture and Forestry, Marine, Maritime and Inland Water Research, and the Bioeconomy’). Ina measc seo bhí ábhair 
faoi limistéir Fhás Gorm agus Shlándáil Bia Inbhuanaithe. 

Sa mhullach air sin, d’éirigh go maith le Foras na Mara ina gceart féin mar eagraíocht a thugann faoi thaighde, anuas ar a ról 
catalaíoch i dtaobh taighde muirí in Éirinn.  Comhordaitheoir atá san Fhoras sa tionscadal a coimeádadh “Gníomhaíocht Tacaíochta 
Comhaontas Taighde an Aigéin Atlantaigh”, agus is comhpháirtí iad in dhá thionscadal bhreise: AtlantOS agus DiscardLess.  
Tionscadail bhreise iad seo anuas ar rannpháirtíocht an Fhorais sna tionscadail a coimeádadh roimhe seo, MyOcean agus JERICO-
NEXT.

Tugtar achoimriú ar scála rannpháirtíocht na hÉireann i gcomhthéacs an bhuiséid iomláin atá ar fáil faoi na hábhair ábhartha thíos.

An Buiséad a 
Coimeádadh Éire € Éire % F na M € F na M %

GAIRM FHÁS GORM

Céim Shingil 18,987,405 3,408,137 17.9% 1,265,000 6.7%

An Dara Céim 77,065,787 1,370,884 1.8% 328,375 0.4%

Fo-Iomlán Fhás Gorm 96,053,192 4,779,021 5.0% 1,593,375 1.7%

SLÁNDÁIL BIA INBHUANAITHE

Ábhair “Mhuirí” 3 21,693,845 808,990 3.7% 275,000 1.3%

“MUIRÍ” IOMLÁN 117,747,037 5,588,011 4.7% 1,868,375 1.6%

Anuas ar an ráta ratha sa rannpháirtíocht i dtionscadail a coimeádadh, ba dhearfach do cháilíocht na dtograí inar ghlac 
comhpháirtithe Éireannacha páirt. Ghlac comhpháirtithe na hÉireann páirt in 24 togra, ar coimeádadh ocht gcinn (33%) díobh; agus 
cuireadh 10 gcinn eile (42%) ar an gcúl-liosta.

Liostaítear na tionscadail rathúla le comhpháirtithe Éireannacha ar na leathanaigh thíos.

AGUISÍN 
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Gníomh Tacaíochta Chomhghuaillíocht 
Taighde an Aigéin Atlantaigh (AOROC-SA)

Foras na Mara (Comhordaitheoir) 
Luach an Tionscadail:  €4,235,138
Luach don Chomhpháirtí Éireannach: €1,581,250 
Líon tuartha taighdeoirí: 2
Príomhchonradh: peter.heffernan@marine.ie 091 387200

Tá Gníomh Comhordaithe agus Tacaíochta 
Chomhghuaillíocht Taighde an Aigéin Atlantaigh (AORAC-
SA) in ainm is tacaíocht eolaíochta, theicniúil agus 
lóistíochtúil a sholáthar don Choimisiún Eorpach chun 
Comhoibriú Taighde Mhuirí Thrasatlantaigh a fhorbairt agus 
a chur i bhfeidhm idir an tAontas Eorpach, Stáit Aontaithe 
Mheiriceá agus Ceanada. Tugtar faoin nGníomhaíocht 
Comhordaithe agus Tacaíochta laistigh de chreatlach 
Chomhghuaillíocht Taighde an Aigéin Atlantaigh faoi mar a 
dtugtar cuntas air i Ráiteas na Gaillimhe ar Chomhoibriú an 
Aigéin Atlantaigh (Bealtaine 2013). Agus a aithint go bhfuil 
cineál Chomhghuaillíocht Taighde an Aigéin Atlantaigh ag 
teacht chun cinn, is é an tréith is suntasaí faoin togra seo ná 
go bhfuil sé solúbtha, freagrúil, cuimsitheach, éifeachtúil, 
nuálach, tacúil agus gur togra breisluacha é.

Cur Chuige Éiceachóras i leith Spás a 
dhéanamh don Dobharshaothrú (AquaSpace) 

Water Insight BV (Comhordaitheoir) 
Coláiste na hOllscoile, Corcaigh (Comhpháirtí Éireannach) 
Luach don Chomhpháirtí Éireannach: €200,000
Líon tuartha taighdeoirí: 1
Príomhchonradh:  Jeremy Gault j.gault@ucc.ie  021 4703108 
Sonia Monteiro s.monteiro@ucc.ie  021 4903054

Tá de chuspóir ag tionscadal AquaSpace chun spás 
méadaithe a sholáthar don dobharshaothrú chun táirgeadh 
méadaithe a cheadú. I ndiaidh na gairme, bainfimid 
seo amach trí na príomhshrianta a bhíonn ar fhorbairt 
dobharshaothraithe a shainaithint i réimse fairsinge 
comhthéacsanna agus saghsanna dobharshaothraithe, 
agus aird á tabhairt ar gach toisc ábhartha agus moltaí a 
thugann Grúpa Tagartha Úsáideora. Déanfaimid na srianta 
seo a léarscáiliú, ina dhiaidh sin, i leith réimse leathan uirlisí/
modhanna a forbraíodh cheana féin i dtionscadail náisiúnta 
agus AE le haghaidh cuspóirí pleanála spásúlachta, 
lena n-áirítear roinnt díobh a dearadh go sonrach don 
dobharshaothrú. San earnáil fionnuisce amháin, déanfaimid 
breithniú ar sheirbhísí éiceachórais, chomh maith, a 
sholáthraíonn an dobharshaothrú a bhaineann le pleanáil 
agus bainistíocht chomhtháite dobharcheantair. 

Ag 16 shuíomh cás-staidéir ina bhfuil scálaí éagsúla, 
dobharshaothrú ar leibhéil éagsúla thrófacha ag a bhfuil 
idirghníomhú éagsúil comhshaoil agus níos tábhachtaí ná 
sin, ag a bhfuil réimse de shrianta forbartha a bhaineann 
le spás faoi mar a shainigh páirtithe leasmhara áitiúla, 
déanfaimid measúnú ar na huirlisí oiriúnacha a úsáideann 
próiseas coiteann chun sintéis agus comparáid a éascú. 

Cruthóidh an cur chuige cás-staidéir mórmhéid faisnéise 
agus leithdháiltear thart ar an tríú cuid d’acmhainní an 
tionscadail dó. Forbróidh an tionscadal na torthaí as a 
n-eascróidh sraith uirlisí measúnaithe chun an próiseas 
pleanála dobharshaothraithe a éascú trí na srianta reatha 
a shárú. Cuirfear an fhaisnéis seo i láthair ar ardán 
idirghníomhach gréasánbhunaithe ag a bhfuil pointí 
saincheaptha iontrála do shaghsanna sonracha úsáideora 
(e.g. pleanálaithe, feirmeoirí, an pobal) lena chur ar a 
gcumas na huirlisí is mó a oireann dá gcur i bhfeidhm 
a threorú.  Forbrófar an t-eolas agus an fhaisnéis a 
bhainfear amach i rith an phróisis seo isteach i modúl ar 
líne ar Leibhéal Máistreachta a fhorbrófar ina chúrsa gearr 
forbartha gairmiúla leanúnaí atá dírithe ar ghairmithe 
pleanála dobharshaothraithe chomh maith. Déanfar an 
pobal a spreagadh chun páirt a ghlacadh trí chomórtas 
nuálach físeán scoile agus bealach lena chinntiú go 
mbunófar leagáid an tionscadail. 

Córas Comhtháite Breathnóireachta an 
Aigéin Atlantaigh a Bharrfheabhsú agus a 
Fheabhsú (AtlantOS) 

Helmholtz Zentrum fur Ozeanforschung Kiel 
(Comhordaitheoir) 
Foras na Mara (Comhpháirtí Éireannach) 
Luach don Chomhpháirtí Éireannach: €328,375
Líon tuartha taighdeoirí: 1

Daithí Ó Murchú Marine Research Station Ltd (Comhpháirtí 
Éireannach) 
Luach don Chomhpháirtí Éireannach: €50,000
Líon tuartha taighdeoirí: 5

T.E. Laboratories (Comhpháirtí Éireannach) 
Luach don Chomhpháirtí Éireannach: €303,750
Líon tuartha taighdeoirí: 1

Is é cuspóir uileghabhálach AtlantOS chun aistriú a bhaint 
amach ó shraith gníomhaíochtaí reatha breathnóireachta 
aigéin ar a ndéantar comhordú scaoilte go dtí Córas 
Comhtháite Breathnóireachta an Aigéin Atlantaigh (IAOOS) 
atá inbhuanaithe, éifeachtúil agus oiriúnach don chuspóir, 
trí na riachtanais agus dearadh na gcóras a shainiú, feabhas 
a chur ar ullmhacht líonraí breathnóireachta agus córais 
sonraí, agus páirtithe leasmhara timpeall an Atlantaigh 
a spreagadh chun gnímh; agus leagáid agus rannchuidiú 
treisithe a fhágáil le Córas Breathnóireachta an Aigéin 
Dhomhanda (GOOS) agus le Córas Breathnóireachta 
na Cruinne Domhanda Córas (GEOSS). Líonfaidh 
AtlantOS bearnaí reatha breathnóireachta in-situ agus 
cinnteoidh sé go bhfuil rochtain gan stró ar shonraí agus 
go bhfuil siad inúsáidte. Taispeánfaidh AtlantOS an 
áirgiúlacht a bhaineann le breathnóireacht breathnaithe 
shatailítbhunaithe na Cruinne agus breathnóireacht in-situ 
a chomhtháthú i dtreo eolas a sholáthar do réimse fairsing 
earnálacha agus leas á bhaint as Seirbhísí Monatóireachta 
Muirí Copernicus agus as Líonra Sonraí agus 
Breathnóireachta Muirí na hEorpa, agus iad a cheangal lena 
mhacasamhail de ghníomhaíochtaí timpeall an Atlantaigh. 

mailto:peter.heffernan@marine.ie
mailto:j.gault@ucc.ie
mailto:s.monteiro@ucc.ie
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Tacóidh AtlantOS le gníomhaíochtaí chun breathnóireacht a 
roinnt, a chomhtháthú agus a chaighdeánú, chun an costas 
a laghdú trí bharrfheabhas a chur ar an líonra agus chun 
teicneolaíochtaí nua a úsáid, agus chun úsáid a bhaint as 
iomaíocht tionscal Eorpach, agus go háirithe as iomaíocht 
fhiontair bheaga agus mheánmhéide na hearnála muirí.

Eolas Muirí agus Mara d’Fhás Gorm 
Inbhuanaithe a Mhonatóiriú, a Bhainistiú 
agus a Aistriú (COLUMBUS) 

AquaTT (Comhordaitheoir) 

Aqua TT (Comhpháirtí Éireannach) 
Luach don Chomhpháirtí Éireannach: €552,313
Líon tuartha taighdeoirí:  5

SmartBay Ireland Limited (Comhpháirtí Éireannach) 
Luach don Chomhpháirtí Éireannach: €63,994
Líon tuartha taighdeoirí: 5

BIM (Comhpháirtí Éireannach) 
Luach don Chomhpháirtí Éireannach: €47,750
Líon tuartha taighdeoirí: 5

Is é cuspóir Uileghabhálach thionscadal COLUMBUS a 
chinntiú gur féidir an t-eolas infheidhme a ghintear trí 
thaighde eolaíochta agus teicneolaíochta atá cistithe ag an 
gCoimisiún Eorpach a aistriú go héifeachtach chun rialachas 
na n-earnálacha muirí agus mara a chur chun cinn. Trí 
mhodheolaíocht bhailíochtaithe Aistrithe Eolais a chorprú a 
forbraíodh roimhe seo trí chistiú an Choimisiúin Eorpaigh, 
tá de chuspóir ag tionscadal COLUMBUS feabhas a chur ar 
iomaíocht chuideachtaí Eorpacha agus cumas na n-aigéan 
a bhaint amach chun poist amach anseo agus borradh 
geilleagrach a chruthú san Eoraip (Fás Gorm). Anuas air sin, 
tabharfaidh COLUMBUS faoi ghníomhartha straitéiseacha 
chun feabhas a chur ar infheictheacht agus ar thionchar 
an taighde i measc páirtithe leasmhara agus Shaoránaigh 
na hEorpa. De bhreis air sin, trí oibriú le gníomhaireachtaí 
cistithe agus le páirtithe leasmhara, scrúdóidh COLUMBUS 
indéantacht córas agus próiseas feabhsaithe chun cruthú 
intomhaiste luacha ó thaighde a chinntiú.

Is éard atá i gCuibhreannas COLUMBUS ná 26 Comhpháirtí 
i measc 14 thír agus is comhpháirtíocht chothrom 
ildisciplíneach í, ina bhfuil eagraíochtaí uile-Eorpacha 
a dhéanann ionadaíocht do thoghdas fairsing páirtithe 
leasmhara sna limistéir Mhuirí agus Mhara.

Straitéisí d’éisc aischurtha a dhíbirt de réir a 
chéile in iascaigh Eorpacha (DiscardLess) 

Danmarks Tekniske Universitet (Comhordaitheoir) 

Foras na Mara (Comhpháirtí Éireannach) 
Luach don Chomhpháirtí Éireannach: €275,000
Líon tuartha taighdeoirí: 1

Irish Observer Network Limited (Comhpháirtí Éireannach) 
Luach don Chomhpháirtí Éireannach: €194,990
Líon tuartha taighdeoirí: 1

Tá tiomantas tugtha ag an Aontas Eorpach chun éisc 
aischurtha a dhíbirt de réir a chéile. Cabhróidh DiscardLess 
leis an eolas, na huirlisí agus na teicneolaíochtaí, mar aon 
le baint na bpáirtithe leasmhara a sholáthar chun seo a 
bhaint amach. Déanfar iad seo a chomhtháthú isteach i 
Straitéisí Maolaithe Éisc Aischurtha (DMS) a bheartaíonn 
réitigh atá éifeachtúil i dtaobh costais ag gach céim den 
slabhra soláthair bia mara. Tá an chéad bhéim ar chosc a 
chur ar na gabhálacha gan iarraidh ó bheith gafa riamh. 
Cuirfidh seo athruithe ar an trealamh a úsáidtear chun 
cinn trí theicneolaíocht roghnaíochta nuálaí a úsáid, agus 
athruithe ar theaicticí iascaireachtaí bunaithe ar eolas 
iascairí agus eolaithe.  Leagtar an dara béim ar an úsáid is 
fearr is féidir a bhaint as an ngabháil dhosheachanta gan 
iarraidh. Sonróimid nuálaíochtaí teicniúla agus margaíochta 
ón deic, tríd an slabhra soláthair a fhad leis an margadh 
deiridh, comhábhair mhonatóireachta, inrianaitheachta 
agus luachshonraithe san áireamh.  Déanfaidh DiscardLess 
measúnacht ar an tionchar a imríonn éisc a aischur ar an 
timpeallacht mhuirí, ar an ngeilleagar, agus ar fud na sochaí 
níos fairsinge.

Feidhm Thionsclaíoch a bhaint as Einsím 
Mhuirí (INMARE) 

Ollscoil Bheannchair (Comhordaitheoir) 
Coláiste na hOllscoile, Corcaigh (Comhpháirtí Éireannach) 
Luach don Chomhpháirtí Éireannach: €330,000
Líon tuartha taighdeoirí: 1

Gníomh comhoibritheach Nuálaíochta is ea INMARE a 
dhéanfaidh cuíchóiriú ar chonairí na fionnachtana agus 
feidhmeanna tionsclaíocha einsíme agus substaintí 
bithghníomhacha nua muirí le haghaidh táirgeadh sprioctha 
míncheimiceán, drugaí agus i bhfeidhmeanna glanta 
comhshaoil. Déanfaidh cuibhreannas INMARE saineolas 
ildisciplíneach agus saoráidí comhpháirtithe acadúil agus 
tionscail a aontú. Áireofar leis seo na croíghníomhaíochtaí 
a leanas a chomhtháthú: ardteicneolaíochtaí chun rochtain 
a fháil agus chun sampla a bhaint de láithreacha móra 
de bhithéagsúlacht mhuirí uathúil; teicneolaíochtaí den 
chéad scoth chun an méid a leanas a thógáil: leabharlanna 
meitigéanómaíocha; measúnachtaí agus ardáin nuálacha 
scagtha einsíme; píblínte seichimh agus acmhainní 
bithfhaisnéisíochta ceannródaíocha; saoráidí agus saineolas 
innealtóireachta bithanailíseacha agus bithphróisis, 
bithchatalaígh nanacháithníne; saoráidí ardchaighdeáin 
anailíse struchtúraí agus ar chriostalú prótéine agus 
saineolaithe i mbainistíocht IP do bhiteicneolaíocht.  

Is iad na cuideachtaí a bhfuil baint acu sa tionscadal 
ceannasaithe an mhargaidh i dtáirgeadh einsíme agus i 
bpróisis bhithchatalaithe atá in ainm is táirgí níos sábháilte 
(cógaisíocht) níos saoire (talmhaíocht) agus bithbhunaithe 
(bithpholaiméirí) a sholáthar go héifeachtúil. Anuas air 
sin, tá cuntas inmholta teiste acu i dteicneolaíochtaí glanta 
comhshaoil agus tá siad tiomanta do thuiscint, feasacht 

AGUISÍN 
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agus scaipeadh poiblí taighde eolaíochta a chur chun cinn. 
Beidh an phríomhbhéim dírithe ar na píblínte a chuíchóiriú 
agus a ghiorrú d’fhionnachtain einsíme agus ‘ábhair 
bhithghníomhaigh’ i dtreo feidhmeanna tionsclaíocha trí 
bhailiúcháin einsíme muirí a bhunú ag a bhfuil comhréir ard 
d’einsím – “einsím ildánach”. Ar a bharr sin, tabharfaidh an 
tionscadal seo tús áite do tháirgí nua ceannais a shainaithint 
agus chun fréamhshamhla feabhsaithe a sholáthar do 
phróisis nua bhithchatalaíocha. 

Infheistíocht Mhuirí don Gheilleagar Gorm 
(MARIBE) 

Coláiste na hOllscoile, Corcaigh (Comhordaitheoir) 
Coláiste na hOllscoile, Corcaigh (Comhpháirtí Éireannach) 
Luach don Chomhpháirtí Éireannach: €586,813	

Líon tuartha taighdeoirí: 4 (bainisteoir tionscadail amháin 
san áireamh)

Is é príomhchuspóir thionscadal MARIBE BG5 chun na 
samhlacha gnó a bhfuil an fhéidearthacht is mó acu i 
ngeilleagar Fhás Gorm (go háirithe ardáin ilchuspóra).  
Forbrófar pleananna chun a ndúshláin a shárú, a bheartú 
conas is féidir na samhlacha seo a chur chun cinn 
chuig céim phíolótach mhórscála, agus indéantacht na 
samhlacha molta gnó a thástáil. Cumasófar samhlacha 
píolótacha trí thacaíocht a fháil ón bpobal infheistíochta 
agus idirchaidreamh a dhéanamh leis an gCoimisiún 
Eorpach chun torthaí an tionscadail a chur i bhfeidhm 
agus leanúint leis an tacaíocht cistithe trí Horizon 2020. 
Is é cuspóir deiridh an tionscadail seo chun cumas fáis 
inbhuanaithe agus post Fhás Gorm a bhaint amach. 
Cruthaíodh cuibhreannas nua ag a bhfuil naisc le H2-Ocean, 
TROPOS agus MERMAID a bhfuil an méid inmhianaithe 
neamhspleáchais agus neamhchlaontachta aige chun 
measúnú níos neamhchlaonta a dhéanamh ar shamhail 
ghnó. 

Is éard atá sa chomhpháirtíocht ná an speictream iomlán 
de chomhpháirtithe fiontar beag agus meánmhéide, 
saineolas ó gach earnáil ábhartha Fhás Gorm ina measc, 
mar aon leis an Eagraíocht Bhia agus Talmhaíochta mar 
phríomh-chomhpháirtí domhanda chun samhail phíolótach 
Thrasatlantach a bhaint amach, agus Business Models Inc. 
mar an saineolaí samhail ghnó. Déanfar samhlacha gnó 
a léarscáiliú den chéad uair de réir modheolaíocht dea-
chleachtais, agus aird ar a slabhraí luacha. Tomhaisfear 
dúshláin theicniúla agus neamhtheicniúla an ghnó bunaithe 
ar an gcéim atá bainte amach acu sa tsaolré agus déanfar 
tograí dá maolú. 

Fostófar príomhpháirtithe leasmhara ó gach earnáil 
den Gheilleagar Gorm agus d’Fhás Gorm, mar aon le 
príomhinfheisteoirí. I ndiaidh na n-athbhreithnithe agus 
an idirchaidrimh seo, eagrófar ceithre cheardlann Think 
Thank chun samhlacha nua nuálacha gnó a bheartú, 
agus breithniú á dhéanamh ar ardáin ilchuspóra, ach go 
háirithe. Déanfaidh an cheardlann deiridh sainiú, ansin, ar 
na pleananna um chur i bhfeidhm don tsamhail ghnó is 
fearr do gach ceann de na ceithre abhantrach.  Áireofar leis 

an toradh ón tionscadal sraith straitéisí agus teoirlínte do 
pháirtithe leasmhara agus don phobal infheistíochta maidir 
le treochtaí socheacnamaíocha agus dúshláin theicniúla 
agus neamhtheicniúla Fhás Gorm mar aon le tuarascálacha 
ar na samhlacha gnó is fearr d’Fhás Gorm.  

Bithmhóilíní Muirí Nua i leith Bithsceo Cur i 
bhfeidhm ar Fheistí Leighis (NOMORFILM) 

Fundacio Centre De Recerca en Salut International de 
Barcelona (Comhordaitheoir) 
Coláiste na Tríonóide, Baile Átha Cliath (Comhpháirtí 
Éireannach) 
Luach don Chomhpháirtí Éireannach: €358,759 
Líon tuartha taighdeoirí: 1

Tá an tionscadal a chuirtear i láthair dírithe ar ábhair 
bhithghníomhacha a aimsiú ó mhicrea-algaí. Beidh 
infheidhmeacht leighis ag na hábhair seo i gcóireáil agus 
próifiolacsas araon a dhéanamh ar ionfhabhtú a bhaineann 
le feistí próistéiteacha ionphlandaithe (ionphlandú agus 
caitaitéir ortaipéideacha).  Fadhb mhór shláinte é an 
t-ionfhabhtú seo san AE agus thar lear, agus baineann 
rátaí méadaitheacha básmhaireachta leo. Déanfar scagadh 
ar na hábhair fhrith-bhithsceo seo sa bhailiúchán micrea-
algaí Eorpacha is mó dá bhfuil ann, ina bhfuil os cionn 
4,000 tréithchineál. Déanfar scagadh domhain ar an 
mbithéagsúlacht ollmhór chun an acmhainn mhuirí seo a 
bhailíochtú trí ábhair nua chógais a bhféadfaí úsáid a bhaint 
astu i gcórais chúram sláinte an AE.

Is iad cuspóirí sonracha thionscadal NOMORFILM:  
•	 Scagadh a dhéanamh ar 4,000 micrea-alga (ón 

mbailiúchán is mó san AE), chun cuardach a 
dhéanamh ar shubstaintí bithghníomhacha frith-
bhithsceo.

•	 Aonrú agus cinntiúchán struchtúrach a dhéanamh 
ar na móilíní atá freagrach as na substaintí 
bithghníomhacha frithbhaictéaracha agus frith-
bhithsceo a thaispeánann eastóscadh micrea-algraí.

•	 Cinntiúchán a dhéanamh ar an meicníocht 
gníomhaíochta do na hábhair is bithghníomhaí agus 
ar an sprioc cheallach sa phataigin bhithsceo.

•	 Cinntiúchán a dhéanamh ar leibhéil tocsaineachta 
trí shamhail C. elegans a úsáid leis na hábhair 
roghnaithe bhithghníomhacha.  

•	 Tomhas a dhéanamh ar ghníomhaíocht frith-
bhithsceo vivo (ionphlandú agus cataitéir) trí 
shamhail choinín a úsáid.

•	 Nanachaithníní nua frith-bhithsceo a ghiniúint agus 
cinntiúchán a dhéanamh ar a dtocsaineacht vivo 
agus ar a mbithghníomhaíocht frith-bhithsceo a 
luaithe a chorpraítear iad isteach i bhfíor-fheistí 
próistéiteacha. 

•	 Plean saothraithe a fhorbairt do na hábhair nua frith-
bhithsceo a úsáidtear chun feistí próistéiteacha agus 
cataitéir a dhéantúsú.

Arduirlisí agus Straitéisí Taighde le haghaidh Rialú Seadán 
in Éisc Eorpacha Feirme (ParaFishControl) 
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Agencia Estatal Consejo Superior de Investigaciones 
Cientifica (Comhordaitheoir) 
Aqua TT (Comhpháirtí Éireannach) 
Luach don Chomhpháirtí Éireannach: €139,000 
Líon tuartha taighdeoirí: 2

Is é cuspóir uileghabhálach ParaFishControl chun 
inbhuanaitheacht agus iomaíochas an tionscail 
Dobharshaothraithe Eorpaigh a mhéadú trí fheabhas a 
chur ar an tuiscint atá againn ar idirghníomhú éisc-seadán 
agus trí réitigh agus uirlisí nuálacha a fhorbairt chun an 
bpataigin mhór sheadánach a chosc, a rialú agus a mhaolú 
a imríonn tionchar ar na príomhspeicis Eorpacha d’éisc 
feirme: Bradán an Atlantaigh, breac dea-dhathanach, carbán 
coiteann, turbard, doingean mara Eorpach agus garbhánach 
órcheannach. Téann an tionscadal i ngleic leis an speiceas 
seadánach is díobhálaí a imríonn tionchar ar cheann amháin 
nó níos mó de na sé óstach éisc seo.  Baineann na seadáin 
seo le naoi ngrúpa éagsúla: crústaigh, monaiginéigh, 
myxozoans, microsporidians, fabhránaigh, dinea-
lascnaidigh, aiméibí, úimícéit, agus heilmití zónóiseacha.

Tá 30 comhpháirtí i gcomhpháirtíocht ParaFishControl 
i measc 13 thír agus dearadh í chun dul i ngleic leis an 
dúshlán a chruthaíonn an gá atá le gach inniúlacht a bhailiú 
a theastaíonn chun cuspóirí uaillmhianacha an tionscadail a 
bhaint amach. Cuimsíonn an cuibhreannas comhpháirtithe 
atá ina gceannasaithe sna réimsí ina bhfuil baint acu 
laistigh den tionscal agus tá saineolas ildisciplíneach agus 
comhlíontach acu agus bunaítear go leor comhoibriú i 
dtaobh comhpháirtithe, saineolais agus seadán.

Athrú Mara (SeaChange)  

Comhlachas Bitheolaíochta Muirí na Ríochta Aontaithe 
(Comhordaitheoir) 

Aqua TT (Comhpháirtí Éireannach) 
Luach don Chomhpháirtí Éireannach: €283,688 
Líon tuartha taighdeoirí:  1

Ollscoil na hÉireann, Gaillimh (Comhpháirtí Éireannach) 
Luach don Chomhpháirtí Éireannach: €299,454
Líon tuartha taighdeoirí: 1 + 1 chúntóir taighde ag cumair 
éagsúla

Is iad cuspóirí uileghabhálacha thionscadal SeaChange 
chun “Athrú Mara” bunúsach a thabhairt chun cinn ar 
an mbealach a chaitheann saoránaigh Eorpacha lena 
gcaidreamh leis an bhfarraige, trína chur ar a gcumas acu 
– mar shaoránaigh atá ‘Liteartha i dtaobh an Aigéin’ – chun 
dul i mbun gníomh díreach agus inmharthana i dtreo farraigí 
agus aigéin fholláine, pobail fholláine agus – pláinéad folláin 
ar deireadh thiar. Is iad príomhchuspóirí Sea Change: 	
•	 Athbhreithniú domhain a chur i dtoll a chéile ar na 

naisc idir Farraigí agus Aigéin agus sláinte Dhaoine 
bunaithe ar na haschuir eolas taighde is déanaí

•	 Cur leis an taighde sóisialta is déanaí ar mheonta, 
léargas agus luachanna saoránach agus páirtithe 
leasmhara chun cabhrú le gníomhaíochtaí rathúla 
slógtha a dhearadh agus a chur i bhfeidhm atá 

dírithe ar oideachas, an pobal, gníomhaithe 
rialachais agus atá spriocdhírithe go díreach ar 
shaoránaigh	

•	 Cur leis an obair shuntasach a rinneadh go dtí seo, ag 
glacadh le dea-chleachtas agus Litearthacht Aigéin 
a leabú i measc tionscnaimh agus líonraí bhunaithe 
straitéiseacha chun cabhrú leis an tionchar a 
uasmhéadú agus le hinbhuanaitheacht a chinntiú.

•	 A chinntiú go leanann na hiarrachtaí chun sochaí 
atá Liteartha i dtaobh an Aigéin a choimeád san 
Eoraip i ndiaidh shaolré Sea Change trí chóid dea-
chleachtais, feachtais phoiblí agus gníomhaíochtaí 
leanúnacha pobail eile.

•	 A chinntiú go ndéantar monatóireacht chúramach 
ar gach gníomhaíocht de chuid Sea Change agus go 
ndéantar measúnacht orthu le hinmharthanacht, 
éifeachtacht agus éifeachtúlacht uasta a chinntiú. 

•	 Aistriú Eolais a chinntiú le comhpháirtithe 
transatlantacha chun cur chuige domhanda a 
thabhairt chun cinn i leith fharraigí agus aigéin 
chomhroinnte an phláinéid a chosaint. Bainfear na 
cuspóirí seo amach trí chlár atá idirnasctha go dlúth. 
Áirítear le Sea Change céim shlógtha a dhéanann 
idirchaidreamh le saoránaigh, oideachas foirmiúil 
agus gníomhaithe beartais. Go ríthábhachtach, tá 
leagáid Sea Change, lena n-áirítear roinnt leantach 
eolais le Meiriceá Thuaidh, leabaithe laistigh den 
tionscadal. 
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AGUISÍN 5:  
SONRAÍ ÁIRIMH DO CHÓRAS BHUIRÍOS UMHAILL, 2014

Áireamh Éisc
Cruthaíonn clár áirimh éisc Bhuiríos Umhaill (bradán, breac, eascann), lena n-áirítear an t-áireamh gaiste in aghaidh an tsrutha agus 
le sruth agus an mhonatóireacht a dhéantar sna sruthanna agus sna lochanna ar stoc óg agus leictriascaireacht agus saighean trá á 
n-úsáid, an bonn do go leor den mheasúnú a dhéantar ar an stoc agus den chomhairle a sholáthraítear ar stoc agus gabháil.  Áirítear 
le taighde earcú stoic agus ‘S-R’ a nascadh le flúirse iasc óg, uainiú cúrsa, anailís ar tháirgeadh éisc, bisiúlacht agus iompar éisc.  
Leagtar béim speisialta anois chomh maith ar mheasúnú a dhéanamh ar mharthanacht agus ar bhorradh muirí.

Sonraí áirimh do chóras in aghaidh an tsrutha Bhuiríos Umhaill, 2014 (tá na sonraí le haghaidh 2014 sealadach)

Speiceas

Léim Bradáin
in aghaidh an tsrutha
2014

Tarae
in aghaidh an 
tsrutha
2014

Iomláin
in aghaidh an 
tsrutha
2014

Iomláin
in aghaidh an 
tsrutha
2013

Iomláin
in aghaidh an 
tsrutha
2012

Iomláin
in aghaidh an 
tsrutha
2011

Bláthán Fiáin

Bradán Fiáin Earraigh

Bláthán Tógtha

Breac Geal Fiáin

Fionnóg Fhiáin

Breac Rua Fiáin

257

22

1114

23

97

45

14

4

51

2

8

33

271

23

1165

25

105

78

710

23

1301

20

50

101

671

18

2288

30

85

77

520

51

866

13

35

115

Sonraí áirimh do chóras le sruth Bhuiríos Umhaill, 2014

Speiceas Léim Bradáin
le sruth
2014

Tarae
le sruth
2014

Iomláin le sruth
2014

Iomláin le sruth
2013

Iomláin le sruth
2012

Iomláin
le sruth
2011

Gealóg Bhradáin Fhiáin

Gealóg Bhric Ghill Fhiáin

Eascann Gheal

6947

398

2664

1203

33

453

8150

431

3117

6357

485

3633

7717

632

3335

6627

620

1969
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AGUISÍN 6: 
CLÁR ÁRTHAÍ TAIGHDE 2014

Laethanta Oibríochtúla idir an 01/01/2014 agus an 31/12/2014 Laethanta Suirbhéanna Laethanta Eolaithe Laethanta Mic Léinn

Celtic Voyager 239 25 1210 475

Celtic Explorer 302 19 3212 0

Iomlán 541 44 4422 475

Gníomhaíocht an RV Celtic Voyager 2014

Cód an 
tSuirbhé

Ainm an tSuirbhé Laethanta a 
caitheadh leis 
an Suirbhé 

Líon na 
nEolaithe

Laethanta Eolaithe Líon na Mac 
Léinn

Laethanta Mic 
Léinn

Laethanta Mic 
Léinn agus 
Eolaithe

CV14001 Suirbhé Monatóireachta an 
Gheimhridh

13 7 91 0 0 91

CV14002 Pleanáil Ildisciplíneach Suirbhé – 
Cleachtadh Piarchuidithe faoi stiúir 
iarchéimithe agus mhic léinn na 
bliana deiridh

5 3 15 47 47 62

CV14003 Cómhodúl SMART Earrach 2014 9 7 63 38 76 139

CV14005 SMART Science@Sea 2014 6 4 24 36 72 96

CV14004 Fuinneamh Aigéin SMART HMRC 
2014

2 4 8 12 24 32

CV14006 Suirbhé ar Fhuinneamh In-
Athnuaite an SEAI

18 4 72 0 0 72

CV14007 Titim oighearchlúid na hÉireann i 
limistéar na Mara Ceiltí agus leagáid 
a gnáthóige muirí

12 7 84 0 0 84

CV14020 Staidéar Comhtháite ar Chéiticigh 
san Fharraige Amuigh

5 7 35 0 0 35

CV14008 Suirbhé ar Léarscáiliú Ghrinneall na 
Farraige INFOMAR

14 6 84 0 0 84

CV14009 An Suirbhé UWTV ar Árainn/
Porcupine

10 6 60 0 0 60

CV14010 Aigéaneolaíocht Oibríochtúil 
SMART 2014

5 3 15 3 15 30

CV14011 Céim 1 den Suirbhé UWTV ar an 
Muir Cheilteach

10 6 60 0 0 60

CV14012 DINO14 7 6 42 0 0 42

CE14014 Monatóireacht ar Fhuaim 
Fhuaimiúil ó Shuirbhéanna 
Seismeacha 

11 6 66 0 0 66
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Cód an 
tSuirbhé

Ainm an tSuirbhé Laethanta a 
caitheadh leis 
an Suirbhé 

Líon na 
nEolaithe

Laethanta Eolaithe Líon na Mac 
Léinn

Laethanta Mic 
Léinn

Laethanta Mic 
Léinn agus 
Eolaithe

CV14013 Suirbhé ar Léarscáiliú Ghrinneall na 
Farraige INFOMAR

26 4 104 0 0 104

CV14014 Céim 2 den Suirbhé UWTV ar an 
Muir Cheilteach

10 6 60 0 0 60

CV14015 Suirbhé ar Léarscáiliú Ghrinneall na 
Farraige INFOMAR

21 5 105 0 0 105

CV14022 Langolf-TV 10 7 70 0 0 70

CV14019 SMART GMIT AMBS 2014 4 4 16 8 16 32

CV14021 Taighde comhoibritheach ar Bhanc 
Porcupine

10 6 60 0 0 60

CV14023 Idirghníomhú micreaphlaistice 
agus trófach i dtimpeallacht mhuirí 
chósta theas na hÉireann

7 2 14 5 35 49

CV14024 Oiliúint loinge fochéime 
ar mhodhanna taighde 
aigéaneolaíochta, beantacha, 
meigeafhána agus iascaigh

6 4 24 60 60 84

CV14016 Geolaíocht Taiscéalta SMART UCC 
2014

6 5 30 60 60 90

CV14018 Cómhodúl SMART AIT Geimhreadh 
2014

2 5 10 10 20 30

CV14017 Cómhodúl SMART Geimhreadh 
2014

10 5 50 50 50 100

 IOMLÁN   239   1210 329 475 1685
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Gníomhaíocht an RV Celtic Voyager 2014

Cód an tSuirbhé Ainm an tSuirbhé Laethanta a 
caitheadh leis an 
Suirbhé 

Líon na nEolaithe Laethanta 
Eolaithe

CE14001 Ag forbairt Stratagrafaíocht Gheotheicneo 8 12 96

CE14002 Céiticigh ar an Teorainn 5 12 20 240

CE14019 Triail a bhaint as Trealamh Croíghearrtha 5 6 30

CE14003 GATEWAYS II 12 14 168

CE14004 Clár Croíghearrtha Iarthair na hÉireann 13 12 156

CE14005 Suirbhé Fuaimiúil ar an bhFaoitín Gorm 21 12 252

CE14006 Suirbhé Trasatlantach Breisluacha 13 14 182

CE14007 CE2014 Suirbhé Fuaimiúil Iascaigh Newfoundland 29 14 406

CE14008 Codanna agus geolaíocht d’aeráid na mara: Ceantar Porcupine, Rocal, Hatton 9 10 90

CE14009 Feidhmiú agus Bithéagsúlacht an Éiceachórais ag Cainneon Whittard 17 13 221

CE14010 Suirbhé Fuaimiúil ar Scadáin an Iardheiscirt 21 9 189

CE14011 Titim fána ar Bhruach agus Gnáthóga Scairpe Rocal (SORBEH) 14 13 182

CE14012 Suirbhé Samhraidh BSH 39 12 468

CE14013 Scoil Samhraidh SMART AWI 2014 5 20 100

CE14020 Céiticigh ar an Teorainn 6 7 18 126

CE14015 Céim 1 de Shuirbhé ar Éisc Ghrinnill 2014 na hÉireann 12 14 168

CE14016 Suirbhé Fuaimiúil ar Scadáin na Mara Ceiltí 21 14 294

CE14017 Suirbhé na Samhna BSH 9 10 90

CE14018 Céim 2, 3 agus 4 de Shuirbhé ar Éisc Ghrinnill na hÉireann 35 16 560

    302 253 3212

Sonraí ar Thuras Mara an RV Celtic Voyager 2014

Cód an tSuirbhé Ainm an tSuirbhé Príomheolaí Eagraíocht Dáta 
Tosaigh

Dáta 
Deiridh

Laethanta 
a caitheadh 
leis an 
Suirbhé 

CV14001 Suirbhé Monatóireachta an 
Gheimhridh

An Dr Evin McGovern Foras na Mara 20/01/2014 01/02/2014 13

CV14002 Pleanáil Ildisciplíneach 
Suirbhé

An Dr Ian O’Connor Institiúid Teicneolaíochta na 
Gaillimhe-Maigh Eo

04/02/2014 08/02/2014 5

CV14003 Cómhodúl SMART Earrach 
2014

An Dr Pauhla McGrane Institiúid Teicneolaíochta na 
Gaillimhe-Maigh Eo

02/03/2014 10/03/2014 9

CV14005 SMART Science@Sea 2014 An Dr Pauhla McGrane Institiúid Teicneolaíochta na 
Gaillimhe-Maigh Eo

04/04/2014 09/04/2014 6

CV14004 Fuinneamh Aigéin SMART 
HMRC 2014

An Dr Pauhla McGrane Institiúid Teicneolaíochta na 
Gaillimhe-Maigh Eo

10/04/2014 11/04/2014 2

CV14006 Suirbhéanna an SEAI An tUasal Kevin 
Sheehan

Foras na Mara 16/04/2014 03/05/2014 18

CV14007 Titim Oighearchlúid na 
hÉireann sa Mhuir Cheilteach

An Dr Sara Benetti Ollscoil Uladh 05/05/2014 16/05/2014 12
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Cód an tSuirbhé Ainm an tSuirbhé Príomheolaí Eagraíocht Dáta 
Tosaigh

Dáta 
Deiridh

Laethanta 
a caitheadh 
leis an 
Suirbhé 

CV14020 Staidéar Comhtháite ar 
Chéiticigh san Fharraige 
Amuigh

An Dr Simon Berrow Institiúid Teicneolaíochta na 
Gaillimhe-Maigh Eo

17/05/2014 21/05/2014 5

CV14008 INFOMAR An tUasal Kevin 
Sheehan

Foras na Mara 25/05/2014 07/06/2014 14

CV14009 Suirbhé Teilifíse faoi Uisce ar 
Árainn/Porcupine

Bean Uí Jennifer Doyle Foras na Mara 08/06/2014 17/06/2014 10

CV14010 Aigéaneolaíocht Oibríochtúil 
SMART 2014

An tOllamh Peter Croot Ollscoil na hÉireann, Gaillimh 18/06/2014 22/06/2014 5

CV14011 Céim 1 den Suirbhé Teilifíse 
faoi Uisce ar an Muir 
Cheilteach

Bean Uí Imelda Hehir Foras na Mara 25/06/2014 04/07/2014 10

CV14012 DINO14 An Dr Robin Raine Ollscoil na hÉireann, Gaillimh 05/07/2014 11/07/2014 7

CE14014 Monatóireacht ar fhuaim 
fhuaimiúil ó shuirbhéanna 
seismeacha 

An Dr Martin White Ollscoil na hÉireann, Gaillimh 12/07/2014 22/07/2014 11

CV14013 INFOMAR An tUasal Kevin 
Sheehan

Foras na Mara 23/07/2014 17/08/2014 26

CV14014 Céim 2 den Suirbhé Teilifíse 
faoi Uisce ar an Muir 
Cheilteach

An Dr Colm Lordan Foras na Mara 18/08/2014 27/08/2014 10

CV14015 INFOMAR An tUasal Kevin 
Sheehan

Foras na Mara 28/08/2014 17/09/2014 21

CV14022 Suirbhé ar Chloicheáin 
Langolf-tv 

An Dr Michele Salaun Ifremer 20/09/2014 29/09/2014 10

CV14019 SMART GMIT AMBS 2014 An tUasal John Boyd Institiúid Teicneolaíochta na 
Gaillimhe-Maigh Eo

02/10/2014 05/10/2014 4

CV14021 Taighde comhoibritheach ar 
Bhanc Porcupine

An Dr Adrian Patterson Ollscoil na hÉireann, Gaillimh 07/10/2014 16/10/2014 10

CV14023 Idirghníomhú 
micreaphlaistice agus trófach

Bean Uí Amy Lusher Institiúid Teicneolaíochta na 
Gaillimhe-Maigh Eo

18/10/2014 24/10/2014 7

CV14024 Oiliúint loinge fochéime An Dr Ian O’Connor Institiúid Teicneolaíochta na 
Gaillimhe-Maigh Eo

27/10/2014 01/11/2014 6

CV14016 Geolaíocht Taiscéalta SMART 
UCC 2014

An Dr Pauhla McGrane Institiúid Teicneolaíochta na 
Gaillimhe-Maigh Eo

04/11/2014 09/11/2014 6

CV14018 Cómhodúl SMART AIT 
Geimhreadh 2014

An tUasal John Boyd Institiúid Teicneolaíochta na 
Gaillimhe-Maigh Eo

10/11/2014 11/11/2014 2

CV14017 Cómhodúl SMART 
Geimhreadh 2014

An tUasal John Boyd Institiúid Teicneolaíochta na 
Gaillimhe-Maigh Eo

19/11/2014 28/11/2014 10
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Sonraí ar Thuras Mara an RV Celtic Explorer 2014

Cód an 
tSuirbhé

Ainm an tSuirbhé Príomheolaí Eagraíocht Dáta Tosaigh Dáta Deiridh Laethanta 
a caitheadh 
leis an 
Suirbhé 

CE14001 Ag forbairt Stratagrafaíocht 
Gheotheicneo 

An tOllamh Andrew 
Wheeler

Coláiste na hOllscoile, 
Corcaigh

10/01/2014 17/01/2014 8

CE14002 Céiticigh ar an Teorainn 5 An Dr Joanne O’Brien Institiúid Teicneolaíochta na 
Gaillimhe-Maigh Eo

20/01/2014 31/01/2014 12

CE14019 Triail a bhaint as trealamh 
croíghearrtha

An tUasal Jared Peters Ollscoil Uladh 13/02/2014 17/02/2014 5

CE14003 Gateways II An Dr Stephen 
McCarron

Ollscoil na hÉireann, Má 
Nuad

22/02/2014 05/03/2014 12

CE14004 Clár Croíghearrtha Iarthair na 
hÉireann (WICPro)

An tOllamh Andrew 
Wheeler

Coláiste na hOllscoile, 
Corcaigh

06/03/2014 18/03/2014 13

CE14005 Suirbhé Fuaimiúil ar an bhFaoitín 
Gorm

An tUasal Ciaran 
O’Donnell

Foras na Mara 22/03/2014 11/04/2014 21

CE14006 Breisluach Trasatlantach An Dr George Rose Newfoundland – Institiúid 
Iascaigh agus Mhuirí 
Ollscoil Memorial 

12/04/2014 24/04/2014 13

CE14007 CE2014 Suirbhé Fuaimiúil Iascaigh, 
Newfoundland

An Dr George Rose Newfoundland – Institiúid 
Iascaigh agus Mhuirí 
Ollscoil Memorial 

25/04/2014 23/05/2014 29

CE14008 Codanna agus geolaíocht d’aeráid 
na mara: Ceantar Porcupine, Rocal, 
Hatton 

An Dr Glenn Nolan Foras na Mara 27/05/2014 04/06/2014 9

CE14009 Feidhmiú agus bithéagsúlacht an 
éiceachórais ag cainneon whittard

An Dr Martin White Ollscoil na hÉireann, 
Gaillimh

05/06/2014 21/06/2014 17

CE14010 Suirbhé fuaimiúil ar scadáin an 
iardheiscirt

An Dr Cormac Nolan Foras na Mara 22/06/2014 12/07/2014 21

CE14011 Titim fána ar Bhruach agus Gnáthóga 
Scairpe Rocal (SORBEH) 

An Dr Aggeliki 
Georgiopoulou

Ollscoil na hÉireann, Baile 
Átha Cliath

14/07/2014 27/07/2014 14

CE14012 Suirbhé Samhraidh BSH An tUasal Holger Klein BSH 01/08/2014 08/09/2014 39

CE14013 Scoil Samhraidh SMART AWI 2014 An Dr Pauhla McGrane Institiúid Teicneolaíochta na 
Gaillimhe-Maigh Eo

12/09/2014 16/09/2014 5

CE14020 Céiticigh ar an Teorainn 6 An Dr Joanne O’Brien Institiúid Teicneolaíochta na 
Gaillimhe-Maigh Eo

17/09/2014 23/09/2014 7

CE14015 Céim 1 den IGFS 2014 An tUasal Hans 
Gerritsen

Foras na Mara 24/09/2014 05/10/2014 12

CE14016 Suirbhé Fuaimiúil ar Scadáin na 
Mara Ceiltí

An Dr Cormac Nolan Foras na Mara 06/10/2014 26/10/2014 21

CE14017 Suirbhé na Samhna BSH An tUasal Achim Schulz BSH 31/10/2014 08/11/2014 9

CE14018 Céim1, 2 agus 3 de Shuirbhé ar Éisc 
Ghrinnill na hÉireann 2014

An tUasal Brendan 
O’ Hea

Foras na Mara 13/11/2014 17/12/2014 35



FORAS NA MARA  // TUARASCÁIL BHLIANTÚIL 2014  55

AGUISÍN 7: 
GNÍOMHAÍOCHTAÍ TAIGHDE EOLAÍOCHTA MUIRÍ (MSR) 
EACHTRANNACHA IN UISCÍ NA HÉIREANN IN 2014

Gníomhaíocht Árthaí Eachtrannacha 2014

Laethanta Eolaithe in Éirinn Laethanta Eolaithe Eachtrannacha

4897 2974

Ainm an tSuirbhé Tír Líon na Laethanta Líon na nEolaithe Laethanta 
Eolaithe

Endeavour * An Bhreatain 16 8 128

Scotia * An Bhreatain 6 7 42

Tridens * An Ísiltír 12 6 72

Discovery * An Bhreatain 16 28 448

Fridtjof Nansen An Rúis 11 17 187

G. O. Sars An Iorua 5 7 35

Inger Hildur * An Iorua 14 5 70

Discovery An Bhreatain 15 10 150

RRS James Cook * An Bhreatain 20 6 120

Corwith Cramer SAM 8 4 32

Meteor An Ghearmáin 6 20 120

RRS James Cook * An Bhreatain 24 6 144

Scotia An Bhreatain 8 12 96

Vizconde de Eza * An Spáinn 28 14 392

Endeavour An Bhreatain 5 6 30

RHM Tenace An Fhrainc 9 4 36

Thalassa An Fhrainc 13 25 325

Discovery An Bhreatain 6 15 90

Scotia An Bhreatain 6 12 72

Discovery An Bhreatain 5 23 115

Nida An Liotuáin 15 2 30

Corystes An Bhreatain 40 6 240

IOMLÁN 288 315 2974

* Breathnóir Éireannach ar bord (8 turas san iomlán)

AGUISÍN 
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AGUISÍN 8: 
PLEAN STRAITÉISEACH FHORAS NA MARA – ACHOIMRE 
FEIDHMIÚCHÁIN

Achoimre Feidhmiúcháin
Scríobhadh an plean seo le rannpháirtíocht ghníomhach fhoireann agus bhord Fhoras na Mara d’fhonn soiléireacht a thabhairt ar ár 
gcreat oibríochta agus ar an gcur chuige straitéiseach a ghlacfar i leith príomhchinntí nach mór a ghlacadh sa tréimhse 2013-2016.

Leagtar amach sa chéad dá chuid den doiciméad seo na bunsraitheanna le haghaidh oibríochtaí agus róil reatha Fhoras na Mara.

I gCuid 3 luaimid ár gcúig Phríomhsprioc ardleibhéil lena n-áirítear: Soláthraí Seirbhíse; Gníomhaí Taighde; Catalaíoch agus 
Maoinitheoir Taighde; Soláthraí Bonneagair; agus oibriú Eagraíochta atá Éifeachtúil agus Éifeachtach. Tacaíonn na spriocanna sin 
lenár bhfís maidir le “Geilleagar mara a mbeidh borradh faoi gan dochar don éiceachóras agus a mbeidh ár gcuid sársheirbhísí mar 
thaca aige” (Fíor 1). Tá príomhchuspóirí agus gníomhaíochtaí tosaíochta ag gabháil le gach sprioc a thugann treoir dár bpleananna 
oibríochta mionsonraithe maidir leis an réimse seirbhíse agus ár gcórais bainistíochta agus forbartha feidhmíochta (PMDS).  Tugtar 
foramharc i dTábla 1 ar chúig Sprioc an Fhorais agus ar na príomhchuspóirí gaolmhara. 

SPRIOC 5
EAGRAÍOCHT

Éifeachtúil agus Éifeachtach
Dea-chleachtas eagraíochtúil a chur i
bhfeidhm lena chinntiú go dtacaímid
lenár bhfoireann agus go ndéanaimid 
an toradh is mó a sheachadadh ónár 

gcláir agus ónár ngníomhaíochtaí agus 
luach ar airgead a bhaint 

amach i gcoinne na 
hinfheistíochta a cuireadh 

ar fáil.

SPRIOC 4
SOLÁTHRAÍ 

BONNEAGAIR
Seirbhísí criticiúla bonneagair,
sonraí agus faisnéise a chothú 
agus a fheabhsú, le bheith mar 
thaca ag seachadadh sheirbhísí 

Fhoras na Mara agus chláir 
taighde náisiúnta

agus idirnáisiúnta.

SPRIOC 3
CATALAÍOCH

agus Maoinitheoir Taighde
Taighde mara a spreagadh, a

haoiniú agus a chomhordú, agus
cláir nuálaíochta a fhorbairt 

agus a chomhordú.

SPRIOC 2
GNÍOMHAÍ TAIGHDE

Tabhairt faoi thionscadail/chláir
taighde a threoraíonn agus a thugann

luach do na príomhsheirbhísí a
sholáthraíonn Foras na Mara, chomh

maith le freastal ar riachtanais
athraithe earnáil na mara agus ár

gcustaiméirí.
FÍS

Geilleagar mara a 
mbeidhborradh faoi 

gan dochar don
éiceachóras agus 
a mbeidhár gcuid 
sársheirbhísí mar

thaca aige.

SPRIOC 1
SOLÁTHRAÍ SEIRBHÍSÍ 

Seirbhísí d’ardchaighdeán a chur ar 
fáil a thacaíonn le riachtanais náisiúnta 

agus idirnáisiúnta reachtaíochta 
a chur i bhfeidhm; a bheith mar 

bhonn agus mar thaca ag forbairt 
earnála ar bhealach inbhuanaithe; 
agus an mhuirthimpe allacht agus 

a hacmhainní a chosaint agus a 
chaomhnú.
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Tábla 1: Spriocanna Fhoras na Mara agus na Príomhchuspóirí gaolmhara

Príomhchuspóirí 

Sprioc 1:  
Soláthraí Seirbhíse

Tabhairt faoi shraith suirbhéanna agus cláir monatóireachta reachtúla comhshaoil, iascaigh agus 
dobharshaothraithe atá sannta ag an Rialtas d’Fhoras na Mara, ionas go gcomhlíonfadh Éire a hoibleagáidí 
dlíthiúla náisiúnta agus idirnáisiúnta.

Seirbhísí sonraí eolaíochta, teicniúla agus geilleagracha a sheachadadh lena dtreoraítear beartas agus a thugann 
comhairle don Rialtas, a bheidh mar bhonn agus taca ag forbairt earnála agus an mhuirthimpeallacht a chosaint.

Barr feabhais idirnáisiúnta a choimeád in eolaíocht agus i dtaighde mara d’fhonn tuiscint níos fearr a fháil ar 
shláinte agus ar fheidhmiú na n-éiceachóras mara agus comhairle eolaíochta a chur ar fáil chun freastal ar 
riachtanais cinnteoirí sa réimse rialaithe aigéin atá ag athrú go tapa.

Leanúint den chomhpháirtíocht agus den chomhoibriú leis an earnáil Ardoideachais agus le gníomhaithe taighde 
eile.

Seirbhísí, sonraí, agus foilseacháin a sholáthar ar líne, ag teacht le Straitéis Ríomhsheirbhísí an Rialtais, chun 
seirbhísí do chustaiméirí a fheabhsú. Áirítear leo seo rochtain trí ghléasanna soghluaiste agus úsáid na meán 
sóisialta.

Sprioc 2: 
Gníomhaí Taighde

Ár gcuntas teiste mar ghníomhaí taighde a choimeád i spriocréimsí agus deiseanna breise a lorg chun bheith 
rannpháirteach i dtionscadail agus i gcláir taighde iomaíocha go náisiúnta agus go hidirnáisiúnta.

Oibriú le príomhpháirtithe leasmhara chun rannpháirtíocht taighde Fhoras na Mara a uasmhéadú mar aon le 
deiseanna chun luach a chur le cláir taighde atá ann cheana.

Sprioc 3: 
Catalaíoch agus Maoinitheoir Taighde

Príomhról a fhorbairt agus a ghlacadh i gcur i bhfeidhm clá(i)r taighde mara náisiúnta trí chomhoibriú tras-
rannach/gníomhaireachta agus le hInstitiúidí Ardoideachais.

Forbairt bhreise ar chláir náisiúnta a bhrú chun cinn in Ardteicneolaíocht Mhara agus i mBiteicneolaíocht Mhara.

Rannpháirtíocht na hÉireann i gcláir idirnáisiúnta Taighde, Teicneolaíochta, Forbartha agus Nuálaíochta na mara a 
uasmhéadú, agus leas a bhaint astu.

Sprioc 4: 
Soláthraí Bonneagair

Príomhshaoráidí agus sócmhainní Fhoras na Mara a chothabháil agus, nuair is féidir, iad a fheabhsú.

Deiseanna a chothú agus a iniúchadh d’fhonn príomhbhonneagair náisiúnta mhara a fheabhsú.

A chinntiú go mbeidh an bonneagar sonraí, an treoir agus na tacaí is gá ann ionas go mbeifear in ann oibríochtaí 
TFC ó lá go lá a bheidh éifeachtúil agus éifeachtach a sheachadadh; tacú le bainistíocht dea-chleachtais shonraí 
Fhoras na Mara; agus rochtain ar thacair sonraí mara náisiúnta a chur chun cinn.

Sprioc 5:  
Eagraíocht Éifeachtúil agus Éifeachtach

Seirbhísí acmhainní daonna a sheachadadh atá dírithe ar réitigh, agus ar dhea-chleachtas agus fócas daingean 
ar riachtanais na foirne aonair agus na bhfoirne seirbhíse, ag baint úsáide as córais faisnéise bhainistíochta agus 
cleachtais oibríochta éifeachtacha.

Cloí leis na leibhéil rialachais chorparáidigh is airde, agus leibhéal an-ard seirbhísí dírithe ar an gcustaiméirí a 
sheachadadh a thugann luach ar airgead.

An cháil agus an cumas atá ag Foras na Mara ardchaighdeán anailíse agus seirbhísí a chur ar fáil a chothú agus a 
fheabhsú trí chórais cháilíochta iomchuí agus eagraíocht éifeachtúil.

A chinntiú go bhfuil cumarsáid sheachtrach éifeachtach, cuimsitheach agus ábhartha agus cabhrú chun feasacht 
maidir le hacmhainn mhara na hÉireann a chur chun cinn.

Déantar cur síos i gCuid 4 ar ár gcur chuige maidir lenár spriocanna a bhaint amach, taobh istigh de chomhthéacs na timpeallachta 
oibríochta reatha.   Tá obair foirne lárnach sa chur chuige sin. Oibreoimid ar ár bpróisis pleanála oscailte agus uilechuimsitheacha 
chun aghaidh a thabhairt ar dhúshláin agus ar dheiseanna a d’fhéadfadh teacht chun cinn i rith na chéad trí bliana eile.  

Leanfaimid ag aithint bealaí inar féidir linn ár mbearta oiriúnaitheacha agus cost-éifeachtúlachta a chur i bhfeidhm chun an tionchar 
a bheidh ag gearradh siar  sa mbuiséad ar sheachadadh seirbhísí tosaigh a íoslaghdú.   Déanfaimid iniúchadh freisin ar réitigh nua 
agus nuálacha ar ár samhail soláthair seirbhíse agus déanfaimid imscrúdú ar an deis atá ann le haghaidh comhpháirtíochtaí nua leis 
na hInstitiúidí Ardoideachais, le gníomhaireachtaí rialtais eile agus leis an earnáil phríobháideach.   Ina theannta sin, déanfaimid ár 
ndícheall cur lenár dtaifead tuillimh den scoth mar ghníomhaí taighde, trí chláir a gheobhaidh maoiniú seachtrach. 

Tá roinnt uirlisí aitheanta ag an bhForas a d’fhéadfaimis a úsáid chun aghaidh a thabhairt ar na bearnaí a tugadh faoi deara. Is uirlisí 
nuálacha iad sin a léiríonn an tsolúbthacht, an fhreagrúlacht agus an tiomantas do sheirbhís phoiblí a bhíonn ag teastáil i gcomhlacht 
poiblí nua-aimseartha éifeachtúil. Bealach amháin atá thar a bheith cost-éifeachtúil chun seirbhísí nua a sheachadadh is ea maoiniú 
AE agus comhpháirtíochtaí idirnáisiúnta a ghiaráil. Tá cuntas teiste an-láidir cruthaithe ag an bhForas ó thaobh comhpháirtíochtaí 
rathúla a bhunú le gníomhaireachtaí agus le hinstitiúidí eile san Eoraip. Dá bhrí sin, cuirtear fáilte mhór roimh phrótacal a 
comhaontaíodh go luath in 2013 chun foirne a earcú faoi chláir cistithe eile phoiblí, phríobháideacha agus AE agus is uirlis chriticiúil 
é le cur ar chumas an Fhorais a chuspóirí a bhaint amach.  

AGUISÍN 
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Sa chás go mbainimid teorainn amach maidir leis na deiseanna atá ag na bearta seo chun an tionchar a bheadh ag gearradh siar  sa 
mbuiséad ar sheirbhísí tosaigh a iompar, beartóimid tabhairt faoi bhearta oiriúnaitheacha chun cothromaíocht a bhaint amach idir 
buiséad/cumas agus soláthar seirbhíse.  Bheadh gá le plé a dhéanamh le príomhchliaint sa cur chuige seo d’fhonn tosaíochtaí maidir 
le héileamh ar sheirbhísí a shoiléiriú, d’fhonn an toradh is cothroime is féidir a bhaint amach a aithint, agus a chuirfidh ar ár gcumas 
dá réir sin ár seirbhísí tosaigh a bhfuil tosaíocht acu, a chosaint a mhéid is féidir. 

Mar fhocal scoir, leagtar amach sa phlean seo conas a aithneoimid agus a ullmhóimid pleananna chun leas a bhaint as deiseanna 
nua.  Tá comharthaí follasacha ann go dtiocfaidh méadú ar an éileamh ar sheirbhísí ó Fhoras na Mara, i bhfianaise deiseanna 
forbartha geilleagair a sainaithníodh in Feidhm a Bhaint as Saibhreas ár nAigéin – Plean Comhtháite Muirí d’Éirin agus ceanglais 
bainistíochta agus monatóireachta acmhainní an Rialtais/AE.   Anuas air sin, is údar misnigh é go bhfuiltear ag súil go dtiocfaidh 
méadú ar an tosaíocht agus ar an tacaíocht a shanntar do thaighde mara agus do nuálaíocht ar leibhéal an AE.
  

Cuideoidh an cur chuige straitéiseach seo, ina bhfuil cothromaíocht idir bearta frithghníomhacha agus réamhghníomhacha, mar aon 
le fís, luachanna agus tiomantas fhoireann Fhoras na Mara, chun treoir a thabhairt d’Fhoras na Mara trí dúshláin agus trí deiseanna 
thar an tréimhse 2013-2016.
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AGUISÍN 

AGUISÍN 9: 
RÁITEAS NA GAILLIMHE AR CHOMHAR AN AIGÉIN 
ATLANTAIGH – AG SEOLADH CHOMHAONTAS TAIGHDE 
AN AE-CHEANDA-STÁIT AONTAITHE MHEIRICEÁ
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GLUAIS NA NGIORRÚCHÁN 

ACA	 Comhlachas na gCuntasóirí Cairte 

	 in Éirinn

ACEObs	 Ionad an Atlantaigh um 

	 Breathnóireacht na Cruinne

ACRU-NET	 Líonra Acmhainní an Atlantaigh 

	 do Phortáin 

AORAC-SA	 Gníomh Tacaíochta agus Comhordú 

	 Chomhghuaillíocht 			 

	 Taighde an Aigéin Atlantaigh

ASIMUTH	 Ionsamhlúcháin Fheidhmeacha 

	 agus Samhaltú Comhtháite 

	 um Blás Tocsaineach agus 

	 Díobhálach Algach a Thuiscint

AsMARA	 Arsanaic i macralgaí muirí agus 

	 impleachtaí d’úsáidí tráchtála

ASTOX	 Measúnú Tocsaineolaíoch ar 

	 Asaispioraigéid, Modhanna 

	 Tástála agus Sainaithint an 		

	 Bhunorgánaigh

BA 	 Baitsiléir Ealaíon

BENTHIS	 Staidéar Tionchar Iascaigh 		

	 Éiceachóras Beantach

BIM	 Bord Iascaigh Mhara

BSc 	 Baitsiléir Eolaíochta

BSc Arch	 Baitsiléir Eolaíochta – Ailtireacht 

BSH	 Bundesamt für Seeschifffahrt und 

	 Hydrographie – Gníomhaireacht 		

	 Fheidearálach Mhuirí agus 		

	 Hidreaghrafach na Gearmáine

POF 	 Príomhoifigeach Feidhmiúcháin

POA	 Príomhoifigeach Airgeadais

CBI 	 An Comhbheartas Iascaigh

CITES	 An Coinbhinsiún maidir le Trádáil 

	 Idirnáisiúnta i Speicis i mBaol

CoFASP	 An líonra próiseála bia mara agus 

	 dobharshaothraithe iascaigh

CoOPEUS 	 Comhar idir an tAontas Eorpach 

	 agus na Stáit Aontaithe

DAFM 	 An Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia agus 

	 Mara

DAH&G	 An Roinn Ealaíon, Oidhreachta 

	 agus Gaeltachta

DAMARA	 Uirlis Anailíse ar Iascach Measctha 

	 Grinnill um Chomhairle 			 

	 Réigiúnach

DCENR 	 An Roinn Cumarsáide agus 

	 Comhshaoil agus Acmhainní 		

	 Nádúrtha

DEC&LG	 An Roinn Comhshaoil, Pobail 

	 agus Rialtais Áitiúil

DCF	 An Creat um Bailiú Sonraí

DCU	 Ollscoil Chathair Bhaile Átha Cliath 

DG Mare 	 An Ard-Stiúrthóireacht Iascaigh 

	 agus Gnóthaí Muirí

DTF	 Tascfhórsa Forbartha

ECOKNOWS	 Úsáid Éifeachtach an Éiceachórais 

	 agus Eolais Bhitheolaíoch in 

	 Iascaigh

EMEA	 An Eoraip, an Meánoirthear agus 

	 an Afraic 

EMFF	 An Ciste Eorpach Muirí agus 

	 Iascaigh

EMSO	 Faireachlann Ildisciplíneach 

	 Eorpach ar Ghrinneall na 	Farraige 

EPA 	 An Ghníomhaireacht um Chaomhnú 

	 Comhshaoil

ERIC	 Cuibhreannas don Bhonneagar 

	 Taighde Eorpach

ETP	 Creidiúnú Scothsheirbhíse ó 

	 Scothfhostaithe

AE 	 An tAontas Eorpach

EUROBASIN	 Tionscadal Comhtháite ar Anailís 

	 Imchuach-Scála

EuroGOOS	 Córas na hEorpa um 	

	 Breathnóireacht an Aigéin 		

	 Dhomhanda

F.C.A.	 An tÚdarás um Iompar Airgeadais

FDI	 Infheistíocht Dhíreach Choigríche

FEAS 	 Seirbhísí Comhairleacha um 

	 Éiceachórais Iascaigh (de 		

	 chuid Fhoras na Mara)

FIRM 	 Beart Taighde Thionscal an Bhia

FP7 	 An Seachtú Creatchlár

GAA	 Cumann Lúthchleas Gael

GEOSS	 Córas Córais Dhomhanda 

	 Bhreathnóireachta na Cruinne

GEPETO	 Gestion de las Pesquerias y 

	 Transnational Objectivos

GLEON	 Líonra Domhanda um 

	 Breathnóireacht Éiceolaíochta ar 		

	 Lochanna 

Gluais na nGiorrúchán
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GMIT 	 Institiúid Teicneolaíochta na 

	 Gaillimhe-Maigh Eo

GOOS	 Córas Breathnóireachta an 

	 Aigéin Dhomhanda

GSI 	 Suirbhéireacht Gheolaíochta 

	 na hÉireann 

H2-Ocean	 Ardán ghaoth-thonnta na mara 

	 fairsinge a fhorbairt atá 			 

	 trealmhaithe do ghiniúint hidrigine 		

	 le tacaíocht le 		   		

	 hilúsáideoirí fuinnimh

HEA 	 An tÚdarás um Ard-Oideachas

IAOOS	 Córas Breathnóireachta Comhtháite 

	 an Aigéin Atlantaigh

IBM	 Innill Ghnó Idirnáisiúnta

ICCAT	 An Coimisiún Idirnáisiúnta um 

	 Chaomhnú Tuinníní Atlantacha

ICES 	 An Chomhairle Idirnáisiúnta um 

	 Thaiscéalaíocht na Mara 

TFC 	 Teicneolaíocht Faisnéise agus 

	 Cumarsáide

IDA	 An tÚdarás Forbartha Tionscail

IDO	 Aigéan Digiteach na hÉireann

IFREMER	 l’Institut Francais de Recherché 

	 Pour l’Exploitation de La Mer

IMDO 	 Oifig Forbartha Muirí na hÉireann 

	 (de chuid Fhoras na Mara)

INFOMAR 	 Léarscáiliú Comhtháite d’Fhorbairt 

	 Inbhuanaithe Acmhainní Mara 

	 na hÉireann

INTERREG 	 Clár Comhair Idir-Réigiúnach 

ISEAS 	 Scéim Cúnaimh Oideachais do 

	 Mharaithe na hÉireann

ISO	 An Eagraíocht Idirnáisiúnta um 

	 Chaighdeánú	

JERICO	 I dtreo comhlíonra bonneagar 

	 taighde Eorpach d’fhaireachlanna 

	 cósta 

JPI Oceans	 Tionscnamh Cláir Nasctha – 

	 Mara agus Aigéin Fholláine 		

	 agus Tháirgiúla 

kWh	 Cileavatuair

LEANWIND	 Éifeachtúlacht Lóistíochta 		

	 agus Ailtireacht Cabhlaigh 		

	 d’Shuiteálacha Gaoithe ag a 

	 bhfuil Forbairtí Úrnua

LED	 Dé-Óid Astaithe Solais

MA	 Máistir Ealaíon

MariaBOX	 Boscuirlis monatóireachta 

	 agus Measúnú in situ an 			 

	 chomhshaoil mhuirí

MARUM	 An Lárionad um Eolaíochtaí 

	 Timpeallacha Muirí

MEFS 	 Seirbhísí Muirthimpeallachta 

	 agus Sábháilteachta Bia (de 		

	 chuid Fhoras na Mara)

MPlan	 Máistreacht i bPleanáil agus 

	 Forbairt Inmharthana 

MSc  	 Máistir Eolaíochta

MSFD	 Creat-Treoir na Straitéise Mara

MRIAI	 Comhalta d’Institiúid Ríoga Ailtirí 

	 na hÉireann 

MYFISH	 Gabháil Iascaigh a Uasmhéadú 

	 agus an tÉiceachóras, Buarthaí 

	 Eacnamaíocha agus Sóisialta á 

	 gCothromú NASCO	

	 Coimisiún Bradán an Atlantaigh 

	 Thuaidh

NATURA	 Tá suíomhanna NATURA 2000 

	 á gcosaint i dtaobh flóra 	

	 agus fána lena mbaineann 

	 tábhacht Eorpach

NCCA	 An Chomhairle Náisiúnta Curaclaim 

	 agus Measúnachta 

NDP 	 An Clár Forbartha Náisiúnta

NIAP	 An Clár Rochtana Bonneagair 

	 Náisiúnta

NOAA	 An Coinbhinsiún Náisiúnta Aigéin 

	 agus Atmaisféir

NSAI	 An tÚdarás um Chaighdeáin 

	 Náisiúnta na hÉireann 

OÉG 	 Ollscoil na hÉireann, Gaillimh

NYSE:SWI	 SolarWinds Inc 

OAR	 Stór Rochtana Oscailte 

OGP	 Oifig um Sholáthar Rialtais

OSCE	 An Eagraíocht um Shlándáil agus 

	 Comhar san Eoraip

OsHV-1 μvar	 Víreas Herpes

OSPAR 	 Coinbhinsiún Osló agus 

	 Pháras (1992)

PhD 	 Dochtúir Fealsúnachta

PMDS 	 Córais Bhainistíochta agus 

	 Forbartha Feidhmíochta

PRTLI	 Clár Taighde in Institiúidí Tríú 

	 Leibhéal

PwC	 PricewaterhouseCoopers

RIAN	 Tairseach Náisiúnta Rochtana 

	 Oscailte d’Fhoilseacháin 			 

	 Taighde na hÉireann

RIBA	 Institiúid Ríoga na nAiltirí sa 

	 Bhreatain 

RNLI	 Institiúid Náisiúnta na mBád 

	 Tarrthála

ROV 	 Feithicil a Chianoibrítear

RV 	 Árthach Taighde

RVops	 Oibríochtaí Árthach Taighde
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SEAI  	 Údarás Fuinnimh Inmharthana 

	 na hÉireann

SMART	 Comhghuaillíocht Straitéiseach 

	 Mhuirí um Thaighde agus 		

	 Oiliúint 

SME 	 Fiontar Beag agus Meánmhéide

SSCE	 Buanchoistí Eolaíochta don Eascann 

SSCS	 Buanchoistí Eolaíochta don Bhradán 

STAMAR	 Teicneolaíocht atá Infheidhme do 

	 FBManna Muirí a Thaispeáint 

STECF 	 Coiste Eolaíochta, Teicniúil agus 

	 Eacnamaíochta um Iascaigh 

TD	 Teachta Dála	

UCC	 Coláiste na hOllscoile, Corcaigh

RA 	 An Ríocht Aontaithe

SA 	 Na Stáit Aontaithe

SAM 	 Stáit Aontaithe Mheiriceá

UWTV	 Teilifís Ollscoil Washington 

WGOH	 Grúpa Oibre um Hidreagrafaíocht 

	 Aigéin

GLUAIS NA NGIORRÚCHÁN 
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An tArd-Reachtaire Cuntas 
agus Ciste
Tuarascáil le cur faoi bhráid Thithe an Oireachtais

Foras na Mara
Tá iniúchadh déanta agam ar ráitis airgeadais Fhoras na 
Mara don bhliain dar críoch an 31 Nollaig 2014 faoin Acht 
um Fhoras na Mara, 1991. Áirítear sna ráitis airgeadais, a 
ullmhaíodh faoi na beartais chuntasaíochta a leagtar amach 
iontu, an ráiteas ar bheartais chuntasaíochta, an cuntas 
ioncaim agus caiteachais, ráiteas na ngnóthachan agus na 
gcaillteanas aitheanta iomlán, an clár comhardaithe agus an 
ráiteas ar shreabhadh airgid agus na nótaí gaolmhara.  

Ullmhaíodh na ráitis airgeadais san fhoirm a forordaíodh 
faoi alt 12 den Acht agus i gcomhréir le cleachtas cun-
tasaíochta lena bhfuil glacadh ginearálta in Éirinn.

Freagrachtaí Chomhaltaí an Bhoird
Tá an Bord freagrach as ullmhú na ráiteas airgeadais, lena 
chinntiú go dtugtar léiriú fíor agus cóir ar staid ghnóthaí 
an Fhorais agus ar a ioncam agus a chaiteachas, agus le 
rialtacht idirbheartaíochtaí a chinntiú.

Freagrachtaí an Ard-Reachtaire Cuntas 
agus Ciste
Táimse freagrach as iniúchadh a dhéanamh ar na ráitis 
airgeadais agus tuairisciú a dhéanamh orthu de réir an dlí 
infheidhme. 

Tugaimse faoi m’iniúchadh trí thagairt a dhéanamh do na 
breithniúcháin speisialta lena mbaineann comhlachtaí Stáit i 
ndáil lena mbainistiú agus lena n-oibriú.

Tugaimse faoi m’iniúchadh de réir na gCaighdeán 
Idirnáisiúnta Iniúchóireachta (an RA agus Éire) mar aon le 
Caighdeáin Eitice an Bhoird Chleachtais Iniúchóireachta 
d’Iniúchóirí a chomhlíonadh.

Scóip Iniúchadh na Ráiteas Airgeadais
Is éard atá i gceist le hiniúchadh ná fianaise a fháil faoi shui-
meanna agus nochtadh sna ráitis airgeadais, ar leor iad lena 
chinntiú go réasúnta nach ann d’aon mhíráiteas ábhartha 
sna ráitis airgeadais, bíodh calaois nó earráid is cúis leis.  
Áirítear leis seo measúnú ar an méid a leanas: 
•	 cibé acu an cuí nó nach cuí do na beartais 

chuntasaíochta do chúinsí an Bhoird, agus cibé 
acu ar cuireadh nó nár cuireadh i bhfeidhm go 
comhsheasmhach iad agus cibé acu ar nochtadh nó 
nár nochtadh iad go cuí 

•	 réasúntacht na mórmheastachán cuntasaíochta a 
rinneadh agus na ráitis airgeadais á n-ullmhú, agus

•	 cur i láthair foriomlán na ráiteas airgeadais.

Ina theannta sin, tugaim faoi fhianaise a fháil faoi rialtacht 
na n-idirbheart airgeadais i gcúrsa an iniúchta.

Sa mhullach air sin, déanaim tuarascáil bhliantúil an Fhorais 
a léamh le haon mhíréireachtaí ábhartha leis na ráitis airgea-
dais ar a ndearnadh iniúchadh a shainaithint. Déanaimid 
breithniú ar na himpleachtaí dár dtuarascáil má thugaimid 
faoi deara aon mhíráiteas nó aon neamh-chomhsheasm-
hacht ábhartha.

Tuairim faoi na Ráitis Airgeadais
I mo thuairim, tugtar sna ráitis airgeadais seasamh fíor agus 
cóir ar staid ghnóthaí an Bhoird amhail an 31 Nollaig 2014 
agus ar a chuid ioncaim agus caiteachais don bhliain 2014, 
a ullmhaíodh i gceart de réir an chleachtais chuntasaíochta 
lena bhfuil glacadh ginearálta in Éirinn.

Is í mo thuairim gur choimeád an Foras leabhair chuí 
chuntasaíochta. Tá na ráitis airgeadais i gcomhréir leis na 
leabhair chuntais.

Ábhair ar a dtuairiscím trí eisceacht
Déanaim tuairisciú trí eisceacht sna cásanna a leanas:
•	 mura bhfuair mé an uile fhaisnéis agus mhíniúchán a 

theastaigh uaim chun m’iniúchadh a dhéanamh, nó
•	 thug mé aon chás ábhartha faoi deara i m’iniúchadh 

nár caitheadh airgead chun a gcríoch beartaithe nó 
sa chás nach raibh na hidirbheartaíochtaí i gcomhréir 
leis na húdaráis a bhí á rialú, nó

•	 níl an fhaisnéis a thugtar i dtuarascáil bhliantúil an 
Fhorais comhsheasmhach leis na ráitis airgeadais, 
nó

•	 ní léiríonn an ráiteas ar rialú Inmheánach airgeadais 
comhlíonadh an Fhorais an Chóid Iompair um 
Rialachas Comhlachtaí Stáit, nó

•	 Tugaim faoi deara gurb ann d’ábhair eile lena 
mbaineann an bealach a tugadh faoi ghnó poiblí.

Níl aon rud le tuairisciú agam i ndáil leis na hábhair sin a 
dhéantar a thuairisciú trí eisceacht.

Séamus McCarthy
An tArd-Reachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste
An 30 Meitheamh 2015
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RÁITIS AIRGEADAIS 

Ceanglaíonn alt 12 den tAcht um Fhoras na Mara, 1991, ar 
an bhForas chun ráitis airgeadais a ullmhú i cibé foirm a 
cheadóidh an tAire Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara. Agus 
na ráitis siúd airgeadais á réiteach, ceanglaítear an méid a 
leanas ar Bhord an Fhorais: 

•	 Beartais chuntasaíochta oiriúnacha a roghnú agus 
iad a chur i bhfeidhm go comhsheasmhach;

•	 Breithiúnais agus meastacháin a dhéanamh atá 
réasúnta agus stuama;

•	 A lua cibé acu ar cloíodh nó nár cloíodh leis na 
caighdeáin chuntasaíochta infheidhme, faoi réir aon 
imeachtaí ábhartha a nochtar agus a mhínítear sna 
ráitis airgeadais;

•	 Na ráitis airgeadais a réiteach ar bhonn gnóthas 
leantach mura cuí a mheas go leanfaidh an Foras i 
mbun gnó.

Tá an Foras freagrach as leabhair chuí chuntais a choimeád 
ina nochtar le cruinneas réasúnta, ag tráth ar bith, staid 
airgeadais an Fhorais agus a chuireann ar a gcumas a chinn-
tiú go gcomhlíonann na ráitis airgeadais Alt 12(1) den Acht.
Anuas air sin, tá an Foras freagrach as a sócmhainní a cho-
saint agus as bearta réasúnta a ghlacadh chun calaois agus 
neamhrialtachtaí eile a chosc agus a bhrath. 

							     
						    
	

An Ráiteas ar Fhreagrachtaí 
an Bhoird

An Dr John Killeen						   
Comhalta Boird
Dáta: An 24 Meitheamh 2015				  
							     
							     
	

An tOllamh Patricia Barker	 	
Comhalta Boird
Dáta: An 24 Meitheamh 2015
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Thar cheann an Fhorais na Mara, is mian liom ár 
bhfreagracht a aithint a chinntiú go gcoimeádtar agus 
go n-oibrítear córas éifeachtach rialaithe inmheánaigh 
airgeadais. 

Ní féidir leis an gcóras ach dearbhú réasúnta, seachas 
iomlán a thabhairt go gcosnaítear sócmhainní, go 
n-údaraítear idirbhearta go cuí agus go gcuirtear iad i 
dtaifead i gceart agus go gcuirtear cosc ar earráidí nó 
neamhrialtachtaí ábhartha nó go mbraithfí iad go tráthúil. 

Ghlac an Bord bearta lena chinntiú go bhfuil timpeallacht 
chuí rialaithe i bhfeidhm, tríd an méid a leanas a 
dhéanamh:
•	 Freagrachtaí agus cumhachtaí bainistíochta a 

shainmhíniú go soiléir;
•	 Nósanna imeachta foirmiúla a bhunú chun 

monatóireacht a dhéanamh ar ghníomhaíochta na 
heagraíochta agus sócmhainní na heagraíochta a 
chosaint;

•	 Cultúr freagrachta a fhorbairt ar fud gach leibhéil den 
eagraíocht.

Tugadh faoi athbhreithniú ar bhainistíocht riosca in 2014, 
lenar áiríodh an méid a leanas:
•	 Measúnú ar oiriúnacht agus ar éifeachtacht an 

bheartais agus na nósanna imeachta reatha chun 
rioscaí gnó a shainaithint agus a mheasúnú; 

•	 Cineál, méid agus impleachtaí airgeadais na rioscaí a 
shainaithint atá roimh an gcomhlacht, lena n-áirítear 
an méid agus na catagóirí a mheasann siad a bhfuil 
inghlactha;

•	 Measúnú a dhéanamh ar an dóchúlacht go dtarlódh na 
rioscaí a sainaithníodh agus tionchar na rioscaí siúd;

•	 Gealltanas go dtéann an chreatlach i ngleic le ceanglais 
an Chóid Chleachtais um Rialachas Comhlachtaí Stáit 
(2009).

Tá an córas rialaithe inmheánaigh airgeadais bunaithe 
ar chreatlach faisnéis rialta bhainistíochta agus nósanna 
imeachta riaracháin, lena n-áirítear leithdheighilt dualgas 
agus córas tarmligin agus freagrachta. Go háirithe san 
áireamh tá:

•	 Córas cuimsitheach buiséadaithe ag a bhfuil buiséad 
bliantúil a ndéanann an Bord comhaontú agus 
athbhreithniú air;

•	 Athbhreithnithe rialta ag an mBord ar thuarascálacha 
tréimhsiúla agus bliantúla airgeadais a thugann 
feidhmíocht airgeadais le fios i leith na dtuartha;

•	 Spriocanna a leagan síos chun feidhmíocht airgeadais 
agus feidhmíocht eile a thomhas;

•	 Disciplíní foirmiúla um bainistiú tionscadal.

Bhunaigh Foras na Mara feidhm iniúchta inmheánaigh a 
oibríonn i gcomhréir leis an gCreatchód Dea-Chleachtais 
atá leagtha amach sa Chód Cleachtais um Rialachas 
Comhlachtaí Stáit. Tá obair fheidhm an iniúchta 
inmheánaigh bunaithe ar an eolas a fhaightear trí anailís 
a dhéanamh ar na rioscaí faoina nochtar an comhlacht, 
agus tá pleananna bliantúla iniúchta inmheánaigh bunaithe 
ar an anailís seo. D’fhormhuinigh an Coiste Iniúchta an 
anailís ar riosca agus an plean iniúchta inmheánaigh don 
bhliain 2014 agus d’fhaomh Bord iad. Tá an tuarascáil ar 
ghníomhaíocht iniúchta inmheánaigh sa bhliain 2014 faighte 
ag an gCoiste Iniúchta, agus cuireadh seo faoi bhráid an 
Bhoird. Áirítear leis an tuarascáil seo tuairim an Iniúchóra 
Inmheánaigh ar leordhóthanacht agus éifeachtacht an 
chórais rialaithe inmheánaigh airgeadais. Cuireann obair 
an iniúchóra inmheánaigh, an choiste iniúchta a dhéanann 
maoirsiú ar obair an iniúchóra inmheánaigh, na bainisteoirí 
feidhmiúcháin laistigh d’Fhoras na Mara atá freagrach as 
forbairt agus cothabháil an chreata rialaithe airgeadais, agus 
tuairimí a nochtann an tArd-Reachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste 
ina litir bhainistíochta eolas ar fáil do mhonatóireacht agus 
athbhreithniú an Bhoird ar éifeachtacht an chórais rialaithe 
inmheánaigh airgeadais.  

D’athbhreithnigh agus d’fhaomh an Bord éifeachtacht an 
chórais rialuithe inmheánacha airgeadais don bhliain 2014. 

Thar ceann an Bhoird

An Dr John Killeen
Cathaoirleach
Dáta: An 24 Meitheamh 2015

An Ráiteas ar Rialú 
Inmheánach Airgeadais
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Beartais Chuntasaíochta
Don Bhliain dar Críoch an 31 Nollaig 2014

1. Ginearálta
Ullmhaíodh na ráitis airgeadais de réir mhodh fabhraithe na 
cuntasaíochta, seachas sna cásanna a thugtar le fios thíos, 
agus de réir prionsabail chuntasaíochta a nglactar leo go 
ginearálta. Glactar leis na caighdeáin tuairiscithe airgeadais 
arna moladh ag na comhlachtaí aitheanta cuntasaíochta, 
amhail a éiríonn siad oibríochtúil.

2. Ioncam
Aithnítear ioncam a eascraíonn ó Dheontas an Oireachtais ar 
bhonn fáltais airgid. 

3. Ioncam Iarchurtha
Aithnítear ioncam a fhaightear maidir le tionscadail AE 
agus tionscadail taighde conartha eile ar bhonn fabhraithe 
agus aithnítear ioncam sa tréimhse chuntasaíochta ina 
ngearrtar an caiteachas gaolmhar. Caitear le hioncam a 
fhaightear roimh ré mar ioncam iarchurtha agus cuirtear 
san áireamh é mar chreidiúnaí  ar an gclár comhardaithe. 
Caitear le caiteachas a thabhaítear sa chás nach bhfuarthas 
an t-ioncam gaolmhar mar ioncam fabhraithe agus léirítear 
é mar fhéichiúnaí sa chlár comhardaithe.

4. Sócmhainní Seasta agus Dímheas
Léirítear dímheas ar bhonn líne dhíreach ar na rátaí a 
mheastar a laghdaíonn na sócmhainní chuig a luachanna 
inréadaithe ag deireadh a saolréanna ionchasacha úsáide:
Is iad seo a leanas na rátaí atá in úsáid:

Foirgnimh				    2%
Gléasra agus Trealamh			   25%
Daingneáin agus Feistis			   25%
Ríomhairí				    33%
Árthach Taighde 				    4%	
Trealamh Árthach Taighde 			   25%
Aisfheistiú Árthach Taighde			  20%
Mótarfheithiclí				    20%
Ní dhéantar talamh a dhímheas
		

5. Sócmhainní ar Léas
Gearrtar íocaíochtaí faoi léasanna oibriúcháin (Nóta 17) ar an 
gcuntas ioncaim agus caiteachais sa bhliain lena mbaineann 
siad.                                                                                                 
		

6. An Cuntas Caipitil
Léiríonn an Cuntas Caipitil luach neamhamúchta an ioncaim 
a úsáidtear chun críocha caipitiúla.

7. Airgeadraí Coigríche
Aistrítear sócmhainní agus dliteanais airgid atá ainmnithe 
in airgeadraí coigríche ar na rátaí malairte atá i bhfeidhm 
ag dáta an Chláir Chomhardaithe. Aistrítear ioncaim agus 

costais ar na rátaí malairte a bhí i bhfeidhm ar dhátaí na 
mbun-idirbheart. 

8. An Clár Taighde Mhuirí 
Iontrálann Foras na Mara i ngealltanais maidir le conarthaí 
a bhronntar le haghaidh tionscadail an Chláir Thaighde 
Mhuirí. Gearrtar caiteachas sna ráitis airgeadais ar bhonn 
na n-íocaíochtaí tosaigh a rinneadh ar shíniú chonradh an 
tionscadail, féadtar íocaíocht eatramhach a dhéanamh faoi 
réir feidhmíocht shásúil agus gearrtar íocaíochtaí breise 
tar éis éilimh a fháil agus ar dheimhniú na n-éileamh siúd 
maidir le hobair a críochnaíodh. Cistíonn vóta caipitil Fhoras 
na Mara costais a thabhaíonn an Foras agus tionscadail an 
Chláir Thaighde Mhuirí á riar agus gearrtar iad ar na ráitis 
airgeadais faoi mar a thabhaítear iad. 

9. Sócmhainn Mhaoinithe Iarchurtha le 
haghaidh Pinsean

Oibríonn Foras na Mara scéimeanna pinsin sochair shainithe 
atá maoinithe go bliantúil ar bhonn ‘íoc de réir a chéile’ ó 
airgead atá ar fáil don Fhoras, lena n-áirítear airgead arna 
sholáthar ag an Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara.

Léiríonn costais phinsin sochair phinsin a thuill fostaithe 
sa tréimhse agus léirítear iad glan ar ghlan-ranníocaíochtaí 
pinsin foirne, a aisíoctar leis an Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia 
agus Mara. Aithnítear suim atá cothrom leis an táille phinsin 
mar ioncam sa mhéid is go bhfuil sé in-aisghabhála, agus 
seach-churtha ag deontais a fuarthas sa bhliain d’fhonn 
íocaíochtaí pinsin a scaoileadh.

Léirítear gnóthachain nó caillteanais achtúireacha ar 
dhliteanais scéime i Ráiteas na nGnóthachan agus na 
gCaillteanas Aitheanta Iomlán agus aithnítear coigeartú 
comhfhreagrach sa mhéid atá in-aisghabhála ón Roinn 
Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara.

Léiríonn dliteanais phinsin luach reatha na n-íocaíochtaí 
pinsin amach anseo a thuill an fhoireann go dtí seo. Léiríonn 
cistiú iarchurtha pinsin an tsócmhainn chomhfhreagrach 
a bheidh le gnóthú i dtréimhsí amach anseo ón Roinn 
Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara.

RÁITIS AIRGEADAIS 
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An Cuntas Ioncaim agus Caiteachais
Don Bhliain dar Críoch an 31 Nollaig 2014
						                    
						                     2014  					                   2013

Nóta   €’000   €’000   €’000   €’000

Ioncam
Deontais an Oireachtais
Ioncam eile
Glanchistiú Iarchurtha le haghaidh Pinsean

2
3

16

    
24,481

    11,837
      2,816

22,916
 12,764

       3,038

    39,134 38,718

Aistriú (chuig)/ón gCuntas Caipitil 10 (517)      1,364

                                                38,617 40,082

Caiteachas

Seirbhísí Corparáideacha 	
4

      5,330     4,419

Seirbhísí Muirthimpeallachta agus Sábháilteachta Bia    5    6,653 6,798

Seirbhísí Comhairleacha um Éiceachórais Iascaigh 6    5,042 4,786

Seirbhísí Aigéaneolaíochta agus Faisnéise
Oifig Forbartha Muirí na hÉireann
An Clár Taighde Mhuirí  
Costais Phinsin
Caiteachas Iomlán

7
   8
  12
  16

  
  

      10,855
         619
      7,130

      2,895
              

  
 38,524

     12,524
    665

  7,750
    2,966

    

    
        39,908

Barrachas/(Easnamh) don Bhliain     93               174

Barrachas amhail an 1 Eanáir    1,955  1,781

Barrachas amhail an 31 Nollaig    2,048 1,955

Ráiteas na nGnóthachan agus na gCaillteanas Aitheanta Iomlán					   
Barrachas/(Easnamh) don Bhliain

Gnóthachain/(Caillteanais) Achtúireacha ar Dhliteanais na Scéime Pinsin

Athruithe ar Thoimhdí

Coigeartú ar Chistiú Iarchurtha Pinsin		

Gnóthachain agus Caillteanais Aitheanta Iomlána don bhliain

93

816

 

(816)

93

174

2,339

(2,339)

174

Baineann na torthaí don bhliain le hoibríochtaí leanúnacha.
Cruthaíonn an Ráiteas ar Bheartais Chuntasaíochta agus Nótaí 1 go dtí 22 cuid de na ráitis airgeadais seo.

An Dr John Killeen						                   	 An tOllamh Patricia Barker
Comhalta Boird							       Comhalta Boird
Dáta: An 24 Meitheamh 2015						      Dáta: An 24 Meitheamh 2015
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An Clár Comhardaithe
amhail an 31 Nollaig 2014

							                  2014				                  2013

Nóta   €’000   €’000   €’000   €’000

Sócmhainní Seasta 11 21,705 21,188

Sócmhainní Reatha

Féichiúnaithe agus Réamhíocaíochtaí 14 5,200 3,966

An Banc agus Airgead Tirim 1,334 458

         6,534 4,424

Dliteanais Reatha

Creidiúnaithe agus Fabhruithe 15 4,486 2,469

Glansócmhainní Reatha

Sócmhainní Iomlána lúide Dliteanais roimh Phinsin

Cistiú Iarchurtha Pinsin

Dliteanais Phinsin

 

30,200

   (30,200)

   2,048

        

             

28,200

(28,200)

1,955

Sócmhainní Iomlána lúide Dliteanais Reatha      23,753 23,143

Maoinithe ag:

An Cuntas Caipitil

An Cuntas Ioncaim agus Caiteachais

10 21,705

  2,048

21,188

 1,955

      23,753 23,143

Cruthaíonn an Ráiteas ar Bheartais Chuntasaíochta agus Nótaí 1 go dtí 22 cuid de na ráitis airgeadais seo.

An Dr John Killeen						                   	 An tOllamh Patricia Barker
Comhalta Boird							       Comhalta Boird
Dáta: An 24 Meitheamh 2015						      Dáta: An 24 Meitheamh 2015

RÁITIS AIRGEADAIS 
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An Ráiteas Ar Shreabhadh Airgid 
don Bhliain dar críoch an 31 Nollaig 2014

Réiteach an bharrachais/(easnaimh) oibriúcháin le glansreabhadh airgid ó ghníomhaíochtaí oibriúcháin 

Nóta
2014

€’000
2013

€’000

Barrachas/(Easnamh) ar an gCuntas Ioncaim agus Caiteachais

Ús a Fuarthas

Aistriú (ó)/chuig an gCuntas Caipitil

Dímheas

(Méadú)/Laghdú ar Fhéichiúnaithe agus Réamhíocaíochtaí

Méadú/(Laghdú) ar Chreidiúnaithe agus Fabhraithe

10

11

        14         

        15

         

93

         0

     517

3,988

(1,234)

2,017

174

0         

      (1,364)

3,726

     (921)

(6)

Glan-insreabhadh airgid thirim ó ghníomhaíochtaí oibriúcháin 5,381 1,609

An Ráiteas ar Shreabhadh Airgid

		
2014

€’000
2013

€’000

Glan-insreabhadh airgid thirim ó ghníomhaíochtaí oibriúcháin 5,381 1,609

Torthaí ar Infheistíochtaí agus ar Sheirbhísiú Airgeadais

          Ús a Fuarthas 0 0

Glanchaiteachas Caipitil

          Sócmhainní seasta a fháil 11 (4,505) (2,362)

Méadú/(Laghdú) ar Airgead      876        (753)

Réiteach an Ghlansreafa Airgid do Ghluaiseacht sna Glanchistí

2014
€’000

2013
€’000

Méadú/(Laghdú) ar Airgead 876 (753)

Glanchistí amhail an 1 Eanáir
458 1,211

Glanchistí amhail an 31 Nollaig 1,334       458
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1. Ginearálta

Bunaíodh Foras na Mara an 30 Deireadh Fómhair, 1992 i gcomhréir le forálacha an Achta um Fhoras na Mara,  1991, 

“chun taighde agus forbairt mhuirí a ghabháil de láimh, a chur chun cinn agus a chuidiú agus na seirbhísí sin a bhaineann le taighde 
agus forbairt a chur ar fáil ar bhealach, i dtuairim na hinstitiúide, a chuirfidh forbairt gheilleagrach chun cinn agus a chruthóidh 
fostaíocht agus a chosnóidh an timpeallacht mhuirí.”

Cuimsíonn na Ráitis Airgeadais an Bhliain dar Críoch an 31 Nollaig 2014.

2.Deontais i gCabhair
							              2014 				            2013		

€’000 €’000 €’000 €’000

Cuspóirí reatha	

Foras na Mara - Vóta 30, Fotheideal A.7

Lúide ranníocaíocht Aoisliúntais atá iníoctha*

Cuspóirí caipitiúla
An Suirbhé Náisiúnta ar Ghrinneall na Farraige – Vóta 29, Fotheideal D.7

Foras na Mara - Vóta 30, Fotheideal A.7

Beaufort	  (Nóta 12) - Vóta 30, Fotheideal A.7

An Clár Taighde Mhuirí (Nóta 12) 

Vóta 30, Fotheideal A.7

13,479

(404)

1,406

3,387

2,195

4,418

13,075

11,406

24,481

13,920

	 (433)

1,404

1,650

2,167

4,208

13,487

           9,429

22,916

*Trí chomhaontú a dhéanamh leis an Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara, tá an tsuim seo in-aisíoctha maidir le ranníocaíochtaí pinsin fostaithe.

3. Ioncam Eile
							              2014 				            2013	

€’000 €’000 €’000 €’000

Taighde faoi Chonradh an AE
An Creat um Bailiú Sonraí (féach an nóta thíos)        

Ioncam ón EMFF Nóta 14

Eile

325

3,030

787      4,142

3,340

  800 4,140

Ioncam Eile
Cairtfhostú Árthach Taighde

Databuoy – An Roinn Iompair

Creat-Treoir na Straitéise Mara (DECLG)

Natura (an DAFM agus an DECLG)

An Chreat-Treoir Uisce cistithe ag an GCC

Tionscadal NDP muirí comhchistithe ag an GCC

Tionscadal an Chláir Thaighde Mhuirí comhchistithe ag Teagasc

Suíomhanna Tástála Tonnfhuinnimh atá Cistithe ag an SEAI

Tionscadal Cáblaí Chuan na Gaillimhe – atá Cistithe ag an HEA

Ioncam Éagsúil agus Conartha Eile

 2,117

419

556        

        330

1,024       

      0

517

995

635

1,102     

     

 

7,695

          2,028

            418

479

          333

                       940

107        

893 

1,085

300         

2,041

       

8,624

IOMLÁN 11,837  12,764

Is creat é an Creat um Bailiú Sonraí (DCF) atá i bhfeidhm ar fud na hEorpa chun sonraí a bhailiú, a bhainistiú agus a úsáid san earnáil iascaigh agus 
chun tacú le comhairle eolaíochta maidir leis an gComhbheartas Iascaigh.  Ó 2015 ar aghaidh, faightear cistiú don DCF mar chúnamh deontais ón 
Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara. Is í an tsuim €3.030 milliún an tsuim a fhabhraítear le haghaidh 2014 i dtaobh caiteachais a tabhaíodh ar chlár 
DCF/EMFF 2014. 

RÁITIS AIRGEADAIS 
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4. Seirbhísí Corparáideacha

2014
 €’000

2013
€’000

Pánna agus tuarastail 1,186 1,232

Riarachán 3,602 2,713

Dímheas  542 474

IOMLÁN 5,330 4,419

Áirítear le costais riaracháin táille iniúchta €18,400 sa bhlian  2014 (2013: €19,270)
		

5. Seirbhísí Muirthimpeallachta agus Sábháilteachta Bia 

2014
€’000

2013
€’000

Pánna agus Tuarastail: An Chroífhoireann
                                 

2,664 2,749

Cláir Taighde agus Forbartha 3,842 3,791

Dímheas 147 258

IOMLÁN 6,653 6,798

		

6. Seirbhísí Comhairleacha um Éiceachórais Iascaigh 

2014
€’000

2013
€’000

Pánna agus Tuarastail : An Chroífhoireann 

	 Foireann Chonartha an AE

        1,798

        1,452

        3,250

        1,913

        1,412

        3,325

Cláir Taighde agus Forbartha

        

1,711

       

 1,383

Dímheas 81 78

 IOMLÁN        5,042          4,786

		

7. Seirbhísí Aigéaneolaíochta agus Faisnéise
2014

€’000
2013

€’000

Pánna agus Tuarastail            1,260             1,289

Cláir Riaracháin agus Forbartha 
Dímheas

6,377
3,218

8,320
2,915

IOMLÁN          10,855           12,524

B’ionann costais reatha iomlána na nÁrthach Taighde agus an ROV (feithicil cian-oibríochta) in 2014 agus €7.86 milliún (2012: €7.52 milliún). 
Aithnítear €7.469 milliún den chaiteachas sin sa chuntas Ioncaim agus Caiteachais. Cuirtear €4.679 milliún chun dochair Seirbhísí Aigéaneolaíochta 
agus Faisnéise (nóta 7) agus cuirtear an €3.0 milliún eile chun dochair an Chláir Taighde Mhuirí (nóta 12). Baineann €0.391 milliún le caiteachas atá 
caipitlithe agus áirithe i sócmhainní seasta (nóta 11).  
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8. Oifig Forbartha Muirí na hÉireann

2014
€’000

2013
€’000

Pánna agus Tuarastail 199 230

Cláir Riaracháin agus Forbartha

Dímheas

420 435

0

IOMLÁN 619                         665

		

9. Costais Tuarastail

2014
€’000

2013
€’000

Pánna agus Tuarastail: An Chroífhoireann

                                  Pinsinéirí agus Costais Phinsin

                                  Foireann Chonartha agus costais phárolla eile

                                  

131 7,107 134 7,414

17 2,895 15 2,966

44 3,215 43 3,073

192 13,217 192 13,453

Rinneadh laghduithe pinsin €0.404 milliún ó thuarastail agus tarchuireadh iad chuig an Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara.
		

10. An Cuntas Caipitil						    

    2014       
€’000

2013
€’000

Iarmhéid amhail an 1 Eanáir 

Aistriú (chuig)/ó chistiú Caipitil an Chuntais Ioncaim agus Chaiteachais

Amúchadh ar aon dul le dímheas sócmhainní     4,505

  (3,988)

21,188

517

2,362

  (3,726)  

22,552

(1,364)

Iarmhéid amhail an 31 Nollaig           21,705 21,188

RÁITIS AIRGEADAIS 
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11. Sócmhainní Seasta 

Déantar na Sócmhainní Seasta faoi mar a chuirtear in iúl sna ráitis airgeadais iad mar seo a leanas:
Talamh 

agus
Foirgnimh

€’000

Árthaí
Taighde

€’000

Trealamh
Árthaigh 

€’000

Daingneáin 
agus

agus Feistis
€’000

Ríomhairí

€’000

Mótarfheithiclí

€’000

IOMLÁN

€’000

Costas nó Luacháil

Iarmhéid amhail an 1 Eanáir 2014 

Breisiúcháin ar chostas

Diúscairt ar chostas

     3,743

     

32,531              

       123

4,378

         1,649

            21,889

2,311

      

8,455

              368

   

         354

54

(70)         

71,350

4,505

(70)

Costas amhail an 31 Nollaig 2014       3,743 32,654 6,027 24,200 8,823       338 75,785

Dímheas

Iarmhéid amhail an 1 Eanáir 2014 1,001 16,604 3,952 20,189    8,102         314 50,162

An Muirear don bhliain

Diúscairt ar chostas

75             1,516          657              1,367

           

          337

             

         36

(70)

 3,988

(70)

Iarmhéid amhail an 31 Nollaig 2014 1,076 18,120 4,609 21,556       8,439           280        54,080

Glanluach Leabhar

Amhail an 31 Nollaig 2014 2,667 14,534 1,418 2,644 384           58 21,705

Amhail an 31 Nollaig 2013 2,742 15,927 426 1,700 353          40 21,188

Tá ceanncheathrú Fhoras na Mara lonnaithe i Rinn Mhaoile, Órán Mór, Co. na Gaillimhe. Is faoi úinéireacht an OPW atá an foirgneamh. Ní íoctar 
aon chíos leis an OPW ar an áitreabh seo.

12. Clár Beaufort agus an Clár Taighde Mhuirí 2014-2020 (NDP 2007-2013) 

B’ionann an cistiú iomlán agus na suimeanna a cuireadh i bhfeidhm in 2014 agus é seo a leanas:

2014
€,000
Iomlán

2013
€’000

NDP 2007-2013

Ioncam ón Oireachtas (Nóta 2)

Caiteachas ar threalamh caipitil 

Ioncam ó thionscadail an Chláir Thaighde Mhuirí

Ioncam Eile (Nóta 3)

Ioncam Iomlán ó thionscadail an Chláir Thaighde Mhuirí

Caiteachas: 

Suimeanna a íocadh le tríú páirtithe:

Suimeanna a íocadh le Foras na Mara

Riarachán

Caiteachas Cláir Iomlán

(Easnamh)/Barrachas sa bhliain 

10,000

(3,387)  

 6,613

      517

  7,130

6,434

524 

            172

7,130

0

8,025

(1,650)

6,375

         1,000

      7,375

6,659

              913

178

7,750

(375)

	
In 2014, áiríodh leis an gcaiteachas ar threalamh caipitil a bhí cistithe faoi thionscadail an Chláir Thaighde Mhuirí €0.65 milliún do thionscadal Cháblaí 
Chuan na Gaillimhe, €1.47 milliún ar threalamh agus aisfheistiú árthaigh, agus an t-iarmhéid €1.18 milliún ar TF, trealamh Aigéaneolaíochta agus ar 
dhaingneáin agus feistis.
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Nóta 12 ar leanúint

An NDP Muirí 2007-2013 
Faoi Fhochlár Taighde Mhuirí an NDP 2007-2013, dírítear infheistíocht i dtaighde muirí sa tréimhse 2007-2013 ar chuspóirí, 
gníomhaíochtaí taighde agus torthaí Chasadh na Taoide (‘Sea Change’), an straitéis náisiúnta eolais, taighde agus nuálaíochta muirí 
agus Feidhm a bhaint as Saibhreas ár nAigéin – Plean Comhtháite Muirí d’Éirinn (Iúil 2012). Dírítear an cistiú Bhearta agus ar Chláir 
Taighde na straitéise trí roinnt modhanna, lena n-áirítear gairmeacha iomaíocha le haghaidh tograí taighde (dámhachtainí bunaithe 
ar thionscadail, staidéir dheisce, PhDanna, Iardhochtúireachtaí, etc.) agus tairiscint le haghaidh soláthar bonneagair/seirbhísí. 
Tacaíodh le 172 tionscadal san iomlán a fhad le deireadh 2014 faoi Fhochlár Taighde Mhuirí an NDP. Tá 93 tionscadal díobh seo fós 
ar bun.

B’ionann an caiteachas iomlán faoin bhFochlár Taighde Mhuirí go dtí an 31 Nollaig 2014 agus €65 milliún. B’ionann na ceangaltais 
amhail an 31 Nollaig 2014 agus €7.6 milliún.

Bíonn Tionscadail Taighde a bhronntar faoi réir conartha a chuireann in iúl go ndéanfar íocaíocht tosaigh tar éis an conradh a shíniú; 
d’fhéadfaí íocaíocht eatramhach a dhéanamh faoi réir feidhmíocht shásúil agus déanfar an íocaíocht dheireanach tar éis éilimh a fháil 
agus a fhíorú.  Cuirtear caiteachas chun dochair sna ráitis airgeadais de réir Bheartas Cuntasaíochta 8. 

Amhail an 31 Nollaig 2014, bhí íocaíochtaí gan íoc fós ar shuimeanna a gearradh ar na ráitis airgeadais mar seo a leanas (nóta 15).
    

	
2014

€’000
2013

€’000

Suimeanna gan Íoc 156             218
 

Amhail an 31 Nollaig 2014, b’ionann na gealltanais a rinneadh ach nár gearradh ar na ráitis airgeadais go fóill maidir le tionscadail an 
Chláir Thaighde Mhuirí agus €7.6 milliún; is é seo a leanas an miondealú lena mbaineann.						   
			 

					     					     Iomlán		
Gealltanais amhail an 01 Eanáir 2014 							       €’000
Geallta in 2014									         12,563
Dídhílsithe in 2014									         2,538
Íoctha in 2014									                    0 		    
Gealltanais amhail an 31 Nollaig 2014							       (7,467)
										             7,634

RÁITIS AIRGEADAIS 
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13. Caiteachas.

2014
€’000

2013
€’000

Costais Phárolla 

Costais Phinsin

Costais Bhoird

Táille Bhliantúil Iniúchta 

Árachas

Cíos, Rátaí agus Muirir Sheirbhíse

Costais Saoráide

Cumarsáid Ghutháin agus Sonraí

Cothabháil TF

Costais Saotharlainne agus Oibre Allamuigh

Costais Riaracháin Eile

Costais Taistil

Tionscadail Tástála Reachtúla, Taighde agus Suirbhéanna

An Clár Taighde Mhuirí (an NDP 2007-2013)

Clár Am Loinge Fhoras na Mara

Costais Oibríochta Árthaigh

Trealamh Éagsúil Eile 

Fruiliú Trealaimh agus Árthaí

Dímheas (Nóta 11)

Caiteachas Iomlán de réir an Chuntais Ioncaim 
agus Chaiteachais

10,127

2,895

73

19

191

354

1,699

156

687

810

1,029

865

3,737

4,130

   3,000

4,469

213

152

3,918    

38,524

10,330

2,966

   63

 19

219

328

1,657

170

704

786

           918

867

3,710   

 5,250

    2,500

4,679

69

947

     3,726

39,908

Maidir leis na figiúirí sa nóta, ní áirítear caiteachas caipitil €4.5 milliún.
B’ionann costais i dtaca le taisteal coigríche a áiríodh faoi speansais taistil agus €388,223 in 2014.

4. Féichiúnaithe agus Réamhíocaíochtaí

2014
€’000

2013
€’000

Féichiúnaithe Trádála

Ioncam Conartha 

Réamhíocaíocht Ioncaim an EMFF 2014 

Réamhíocaíochtaí

   206

1,423

3,030

   541

359

2,961

0

  646

5,200 3,966

 

15. Creidiúnaithe agus Fabhruithe

  2014
€’000

2013
€’000

Creidiúnaithe Trádála

Ioncam Iarchurtha

Fabhrú an Chláir Thaighde Mhuirí (Nóta 12)

Fabhruithe

Fabhrú Párolla agus Ioncaim

       1,994

        1,946

156         

        311

79        

      1,017

     856

         218

          292

        86

4,486 2,469
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16. An Scéim Aoisliúntais agus an Scéim Phinsin Ranníocaigh do Chéilí agus Leanaí

Is áisíneacht reachtúil de chuid an Stáit é Foras na Mara, a bunaíodh faoi alt 3(1) den Acht um Fhoras na Mara, 1991 (Uimh. 2 de 1991). 
Foráiltear le halt 9(1) den Acht go ndéanfaidh an Foras scéimeanna chun sochair aoisliúntais a dheonú do bhaill foirne agus i ndáil 
le baill foirne, faoi réir cheadú an Aire. Tá dhá scéim fhormheasta, is iad sin an Scéim Aoisliúntais d’Fhoireann Fhoras na Mara 1998 
agus Scéim Phinsin Ranníocaigh do Chéilí agus Leanaí Fhoras na Mara 1998, i bhfeidhm ag an bhForas i láthair na huaire. Cuirtear 
sochair scoir (cnapshuim agus pinsean) ar fáil sa chéad scéim thuas do bhaill foirne, agus sochair aisce bháis maidir le báis le linn 
seirbhíse. Faoin dara scéim thuas, cuirtear sochair phinsin ar fáil do chéilí a mhaireann agus do leanaí cleithiúnacha na ndaoine a 
fuair bás. Sroichtear an ghnáthaois phinsin ar an dáta a bheidh 65 bliain d’aois slánaithe ag an mball. Sainmhínítear an dá scéim mar 
scéimeanna aoisliúntais le sochar sainithe.  Íoctar ranníocaíochtaí Aoisliúntais na mBall Foirne leis an Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia agus 
Mara.

Ar chuma scéimeanna aoisliúntais na seirbhíse poiblí i gcoitinne, ní chothaítear ciste faoi leith ná ní choimeádtar sócmhainní chun 
íocaíocht pinsean agus aiscí a mhaoiniú. 

Chun tuairisc a dhéanamh de réir an Chaighdeáin um Thuairisciú Airgeadais 17 (athbhreithnithe) – Sochair Scoir, fuair an Foras 
comhairle ó achtúire cáilithe. D’ullmhaigh an t-achtúire luacháil chun na dliteanais a bhaineann leis na scéimeanna aoisliúntais a 
mheas an 31 Nollaig 2014.

Is iad seo a leanas na mórthoimhdí achtúireacha:

						      2014			   2013		  2012
Méadú ar an ráta boilscithe (a)			   2% sa bhliain		  2% sa bhliain	  2% sa bhliain
Méadú ar an ráta tuarastail				    4% sa bhliain		  4% sa bhliain	 4% sa bhliain
Méadú ar an ráta pinsin				    4% sa bhliain		  4% sa bhliain	 4% sa bhliain
Ráta lascaine na ndliteanas scéime 			   5.5% sa bhliain		  5.5% sa bhliain	 5.5% sa bhliain

Is mar seo a leanas a mheastar meánionchas saoil don todhchaí a bheidh fanta de réir na dtáblaí básmhaireachta arna n-úsáid 
chun dliteanais phinsin a shocrú:
	
						      2014			   2013
Fear aois 65					     22			   22
Bean aois 65					     25			   25

Ag glacadh leo seo agus le toimhdí eile agus ag cur mhodh chreidiúint réamh-mheasta an aonaid a leagtar amach in FRS 17 
(Athbhreithnithe) i bhfeidhm, tá an tsócmhainn chistithe iarchurtha um pinsean agus an dliteanas pinsin mar seo a leanas:

						      2014			   2013
Dliteanas pinsin fabhraithe iomlán			   €30.2m			   €28.2m
						      _______			   ________
			 

Ós rud é go bhfuil méaduithe pinsin faoi scéimeanna Fhoras na Mara bunaithe ar mhéaduithe tuarastail seachas ar mhéaduithe 
praghais, níl gá le toimhde bhoilscithe praghsanna chun an luacháil seo a dhéanamh. Mar sin féin, ós rud é go mbíonn tagairt do ráta 
toimhde boilscithe riachtanach faoi FRS 17, bheadh an ráta thuas oiriúnach ar mhaithe leis seo.

Anailís ar na Costais Iomlána Phinsin a gearradh ar Chaiteachas 	

2014
€’000

2013
€’000

Costas Reatha Seirbhíse 1,800 1,900

Ús ar dhliteanais na scéime pinsin 1,500 1,500

Ranníocaíochtaí Fostaithe (405) (434)

2,895 2,966

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 



80 FORAS NA MARA  // TUARASCÁIL BHLIANTÚIL 2014

Nóta 16 Ar leanúint

Anailís ar an tsuim aitheanta i ráiteas ar ghnóthachain agus ar chaillteanais aitheanta iomlána (STRG)

									                           2014                                                           2013
                                                                                                                                     			                €’000                                                        €’000

Gnóthachain/(caillteanais) ó thaithí 816 2,339

Athruithe ar thoimhdí faoi luach reatha scéime 0 0

Gnóthachan/(caillteanas) achtúireach a aithnítear in STRG 816 2,339

Glanchistiú Iarchurtha le haghaidh Pinsean a Aithnítear sa bhliain

									                           2014                                                           2013
                                                                                                                                     			                €’000                                                        €’000

Costas Reatha Seirbhíse agus Úis 3,300 3,400

Lúide sochair a íocadh sa bhliain (484) (362)

2,816 3,038

Aithníonn Foras na Mara gurb ionann méideanna atá dlite ón Stát agus sócmhainn a chomhfhreagraíonn don dliteanas 
neamhchistithe iarchurtha um pinsin ar fhoras na dtoimhdí a míníodh thuas agus roinnt imeachtaí san am a chuaigh thart. Ar na 
himeachtaí seo, tá an bonn reachtúil le bunú na scéime aoisliúntais agus an bheartais agus an chleachtais atá i bhfeidhm maidir le 
cistiú phinsin na seirbhíse poiblí, lena n-áirítear ranníocaíochtaí fostaithe agus an próiseas bliantúil meastacháin. Níl aon fhianaise 
ag Foras na Mara nach bhfreastalóidh an beartas maoinithe seo mar is gnách ar na suimeanna sin de réir an chleachtais reatha. 
B’ionann an tsócmhainn iarchurtha chistithe le haghaidh pinsean amhail an 31 Nollaig 2014 agus €30.2 milliún (2013: €28.2 miliún). 
Tá cainníochtú an dliteanais bunaithe ar na toimhdí Airgeadais a leagtar amach sa Nóta seo. Cuirtear na toimhdí a úsáidtear, atá 
bunaithe ar chomhairle ghairmiúil achtúire, in iúl don Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara, ach ní chomhaontaítear iad go foirmiúil 
leis an Roinn.

Anailís ar ghluaiseacht i nglandliteanas pinsin le linn na bliana

 2014
€’000

2013
€’000

2012
€’000

2011
€’000

2010
€’000

2009
€’000

Easnamh ag tús na bliana	 28,200 27,501 26,004 25,900 24,700 19,300

Costas Reatha Seirbhíse	 1,800 1,900 1,900 2,200 2,100 1,900

Ús ar Dhliteanais Scéime 	 1,500 1,500 1,400 1,400 1,400 1,100

(Gnóthachan)/Caillteanas Achtúireach a aithnítear san STRGL (816) (2,339) (1,360)  (3,080) (2,075) 2,625

Sochair a íocadh sa bhliain	 (484) (362)   (443)   (416)    (225)    (225)

Easnamh ag deireadh na bliana	 30,200 28,200 27,501 26,004 25,900 24,700

Stair na nOibleagáidí Sochair Shainithe

	 2014 
€’000

2013
€’000

      2012
€’000

      2011
€’000

       2010
€’000

      2009
€’000

Dualgais sochair shainithe	                                                                       30,200	 28,200 27,501 26,004 25,900 24,700

Gnóthachain/(Caillteanais) ó thaithí ar Dhliteanais na Scéime                             816	    2,339 1,360 3,080 2,075 (2,625)

Céatadán na nDliteanas Scéime	                                                                             2.7%	   8.29% 4.96% 11.8% 8.0% (10.6%)

Gnóthachain/(Caillteanais) Toimhde ar Dhliteanais Scéime 	                                  0	            0 0 0 0 0

Céatadán na nDliteanas Scéime	                                                                               0%	         0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Is ionann an gnóthachan carnach achtúireach a aithnítear i ráiteas na ngnóthachan agus na gcaillteanas aitheanta iomlán agus €7,252,000.
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17.  Gealltanais léasa
	
Léasanna Oibriúcháin  

Áitíonn Foras na Mara áitribh faoi léas sna láithreacha a leanas:
Léas 1: 80 Sráid Fhearchair, Baile Átha Cliath 2 – cuireadh tús leis i 1993 ar feadh tréimhse 22 bliain. Déantar an cíos a athbhreithniú 
gach cúig bliana, agus ní bheidh briseadh léasa ann go dtí deireadh an léasa in 2015. 
Léas 2: Páirc Oifigí na Páirce Móire, Gaillimh – cuireadh tús leis i 1999 ar feadh tréimhse 25 bliain. Déantar an cíos a athbhreithniú 
gach cúig bliana,   	  
Léas 3: Trádstóras Red Sail, Calafort na Gaillimhe – cuireadh tús leis in 2013 ar feadh tréimhse 11 bhliain. Déanfar athbhreithniú cíosa 
air in 2018.

Is ionann  muirear cíosa bliantúil reatha na léasanna seo agus €375,002 (2013: €375,002) 

2014 2013

Ag dul in éag laistigh de 1 bhliain 235,735 0

Ag dul in éag i gcaitheamh bhliain 2-5 0 235,735

Ag dul in éag ina dhiaidh sin 139,267 139,267

18. Infheistíocht

Bhí scair 1.3% atá go hiomlán caolaithe ag Foras na Mara i gcomhlacht ar a dtugtar Wavebob Ltd.  Bunaíodh an comhlacht seo chun 
coincheap a fhorbairt maidir le Tonnfhuinneamh a sheachadadh. Is é €127,000 costas iomlán an deontais infheistíochta a bhí ag 
Foras na Mara. Ós rud é nárbh fhéidir luach na hinfheistíochta seo a mheas go cruinn, ní raibh na scaireanna mar chuid den chaipiteal 
sa Chlár Comhardaithe. Foirceannadh an chuideachta an 26 Márta 2013. Ní raibh aon chostais eile tabhaithe ag Foras na Mara.

19. Idirbhearta Páirtithe Gaolmhara
Bhunaigh comhpháirtithe tionscail an PRTLI, DCU agus OÉ Gaillimh SmartBay Ltd, mar chuideachta faoi theorainn ráthaíochta le 
linn mhí Feabhra 2012 d’fhonn saoráidí tástála agus taispeántais mara na hÉireann a bhainistiú i gCuan na Gaillimhe. Faigheann an 
chuideachta maoiniú ón HEA a úsáidtear chun foireann a mhaoiniú chun costais oibríochta na cuideachta a íoc sa tréimhse idir 2012 
agus 2015. Is í Ollscoil Chathair Bhaile Átha Cliath an phríomheagraíocht taighde a sholáthraíonn an cistiú HEA do SmartBay. Tá 
cuntas ag Ollscoil Chathair Bhaile Átha Cliath den ioncam a fuarthas ón HEA agus den chaiteachas a thabhaigh SmartBay Ltd.

Is Comhalta Boird é Príomhoifigeach Feidhmiúcháin an Fhorais agus is é Ceann Sheirbhísí Corparáideacha an Fhorais Rúnaí 
na Cuideachta. Le linn 2014, thug an Foras cistiú €224,170 do Smartbay Ltd (2013: €35,356). Tá an caiteachas sin áirithe faoi 
chaiteachas Seirbhísí Aigéaneolaíochta agus Faisnéise agus Seirbhísí Corparáideacha i Nóta 7 sna cuntais.

20. Clár leasanna
Ghlac an Foras le nósanna imeachta de réir na dtreoirlínte a d’eisigh an Roinn Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe faoi nochtadh 
leasa ag comhaltaí an Bhoird agus tá an Foras tar éis cloí leis na nósanna imeachta sin. Ní raibh aon idirbheart i rith na bliana ó 
thaobh ghníomhaíochtaí an Fhorais de ina raibh leas tairbhiúil ag comhaltaí boird. 

RÁITIS AIRGEADAIS 
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21.  Táillí Boird, Freastal ar an mBord agus Tuarastal an Phríomhfheidhmeannaigh

Chloígh an Foras leis an gCód nua Cleachtais um Rialú Comhlachtaí Stáit a d’fhoilsigh an tAire Airgeadais an 15 Meitheamh 2009. Ba 
é an luach saothair iomlán a íocadh le Príomhfheidhmeannach Fhoras na Mara i leith 2014 ná €136,496. Níor íocadh aon rud leis an 
bPríomhfheidhmeannach faoi scéim phá i gcoibhneas le feidhmíocht ná níor íocadh sochair ar bith eile mar chuid de phacáiste luach 
saothair.  Níl an Príomhoifigeach Feidhmiúcháin i dteideal aon rud lasmuigh de shamhail scéim na hearnála poiblí ó thaobh pinsin de.  
B’ionann na costais iomlána chun críche gnó a íocadh leis an bPríomhoifigeach Feidhmiúcháin le haghaidh 2014 agus €18,471 ina 
n-áirítear costais €5,118 a bhain le taisteal coigríche.

Mar seo a leanas a bhí na híocaíochtaí a rinneadh le comhaltaí Bhord Fhoras na Mara in 2014.

Comhalta Boird Catagóir 3 Olltáillí 2014 Costais 2014 Iomlán 2014

John Killeen Cathaoirleach 11,753 0 11,753

Lorcan O Cinneide Stiúrthóir 7,695 5,507 13,202

Francis Coyle Stiúrthóir 7,695 5,217 12,912

Paul Hyde Stiúrthóir 2,565 1,299 3,864

David Owens Stiúrthóir 7,695 1,250 8,945

Patricia Barker Stiúrthóir 7,695 1,534 9,229

Donal Kelly Stiúrthóir 7,695 0 7,695

52,793 14,807          67,600

Comhalta Boird Catagóir 3 Cruinnithe an 
Bhoird in 2014

Cruinnithe an Bhoird ar ar 
Freastalaíodh in 2014

Tús/Deireadh Téarma

John Killeen Cathaoirleach 10 9  

Lorcán Ó Cinnéide Stiúrthóir 10 9

Francis Coyle Stiúrthóir 10 10

Paul Hyde Stiúrthóir 10 4 D’imigh ar scor in Aibreán 2014

David Owens Stiúrthóir 10 10

Patricia Barker Stiúrthóir 10 9  

Donal Kelly Stiúrthóir 10 7  

22. Faomhadh an Bhoird

D’fhaomh an Bord na ráitis airgeadais an 30/06/2015.
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