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Date 
 

Class level 
Fifth Class and Sixth Class  

Subject 
Visual Arts  

Strand  
Paint and Colour  
 

Strand Unit  
Painting, Looking and Responding.  
 

Title 
Reviewing Irish Artists and Creating paintings influenced by Our Ocean. 

Objective(s)  

The aim of the lesson plan is for children to study Irish artists who have been 

influenced by our ocean and produce paintings based on recalled feelings and 

experiences using the marine theme for inspiration.  In their paintings the students 

will explore colour with a variety of drawing instruments, media and techniques by 

discover ways of achieving spatial effects e.g. form, shape, position, size and 

distance.  The children will respond to the paintings created in the class by talking 

about his/her work, as well as the work of other children. 

Skills Required  
Observation 

Learning Objectives 
 
The child should be enabled to: 
 
Interpret themes in the selected 
works of Irish artists - chosen for 
their colour possibilities and 
interpretation of various aspects of 
the Marine theme.  
 
Examine the work of   
(1)Cathal O’Malley: “Slyne Head 
Lighthouse”                      
(2) Paul Henry:“ Launching the 
Currach”    
 

Learning activities  

Talk and Discussion: 
Examine the work of   
(1)Cathal O’Malley: “Slyne Head Lighthouse”                      
(2) Paul Henry:“ Launching the Currach”    
 
Discuss the relationship of objects and 
structures as well as recognise changes in 
their surroundings of the paintings.  Describe, 
compare and contrast each work.  Discuss 
how rhythm, movement, atmosphere, variety, 
space, depth or form and positioning, is 
suggested in the selected paintings. Recall 
feelings and experiences and discover ways 
of achieving spatial effects.  
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Hand On Approach: 
Experiment with colour and tone, with warm 
and cool colours, with overlapping, with basic 
aerial and linear perspective to make 
paintings. Sketch and draw, incorporating 
foreground and middle ground, transitioning 
into painting, experiment   with charcoal, 
pastels, and water-based media.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Looking and Responding:  
Look at and talk about his/her work and the 
work of other children.  

Resources 

Internet access to obtain images of the work 
of selected Irish artists including Cathal 
O’Malley: “Slyne Head Lighthouse” and  
Paul Henry: “ Launching the Currach”.  
 
Art Paper. 
 
A selection of water-based paints and 
brushes, mixing trays, sketching pencils, a 
variety of media, e.g. charcoal, water, 
crayons, oil and chalk pastels, chalks, inks, 
coloured pencils, felt-tipped and fibre-tipped 
pens. 
 

Differentiation 
Higher and Lower order questioning. Differentiate group activities and roles to 
account of individual needs, by support, task. Mixed ability pairing. 

Assessment:  
Teacher observation, pupil work samples, Oral feedback 

Linkage and Integration:  
English: The Artist’s Chair: An Interview with Cathal O’Malley or Paul Henry 
ICT: Use of the internet as a tool in the search for the suggested works of Art by 
Cathal O’Malley and Paul Henry. 
History: Research the lives of these painters and draw a time line of their lives.  
SPHE: Water Safety – Swimming Pool Etiquette.   

 


